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Welcome to the 'Spring' Newsletter of the Military Mail Study Group. It
was doubtful if we were going to be on time due to a lack of material.
However, Brian Plain and Colin Campbell were able to come through at the
last moment. Our thanks for their efforts! All members are reminded
that this is their Newsletter, and they must contribute to keep it
going. A great example of the feedback necessary for a newsletter can
be seen in the RPO Group Newsletter - they never seem to be at a loss
for items from members. This seems a little strange as we think there
is a much greater area for feedback in military history than in RPO
history.

We had planned to come up with an article on the World War II blackouts
used on both coasts of Canada. It appeared that more work needed to be
done before going into 'print'. It is hoped that the two parties

involved will do this, and come up with their findings before too long.

Our group at present has 46 paying members, and a bank account of
C$206.68 before the expenses of this N.L. The last N.L. cost $30.71 of
which, over half ($18.41), was spent on postage. This newsletter will
cost more as we no longer have complimentary photocopying. In this
regard, the best the editor can do is 9 cents per double page. We
wonder if there is someone out there who can do better? By the way, $88
of the above $206 must be credited to future assessments which leaves
$118 for this last assessment. That will cover this issue, and two
more. In the past the dues of $5 have always lasted for at least two
years,, but things seem to be catching up to us and we may need that
much for one year soon.

The Military Group also needs a new editor as this one has been, in one
capacity or another, involved since we were founded at Calgary in 19783.
Please send your 'resume' for this challenging and interesting position
to the retiring editor as soon as possible!

At hand is the FORCES POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY's Spring 1986 Newsletter.
Several items are of note this time: A piece on a British P.0O.W. in
Japanese hands during WW II shows some of the varied mail that passed

back and forth. 1In Canada we had the same situation when our Force C
was captured at the fall of Hong Kong in 1941. The other item is about
a newly released book that may be of interest to some. The title is

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS OF US A.P.0.'S 1941-84. It is reported by the FPHS
that this is the Fifth Edition of the book published by the WAR COVER
CLUB and it contains new information gathered since the last edition was
printed in 1979. The book is available from L. E. Kieffer, Box 173,
Jamesburg, N.J., 08831 for US$15, which may (or may not cover the
postage) .
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DON'T FORGET BNAPEX IN DEARBORN MICHIGAN AUGUST 29-31 1986

And, by the way, the PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL BNA GROUP had a GREAT

meeting in Vancouver last March 15. A part of the program was given over
to military interests, and there were 7 of the Military Group in

attendance.
We have two articles this issue:

FORCE Q by Brian Plain has been quite awhile in the works. Research
sometimes becomes quite involved, and takes much time, especially when
one is also very busy as Brian is. Not much in the way of postal
history remains of this Force, and one is indeed fortunate to find these
items. Brian has done an excellant job here, and it is hoped that you
will enjoy reading the article.

THE SHIPS OF CONVOY by Colin Campbell gives an insight into something we
perhaps have not thought much about. This forms part of a series and we
hope you like it. Read on for further information!

A PAGE FROM THE COLLECTION OF : e P s
A new series, hopefully, by our members (retyped by editor to fit here)

H. M. HOSPITAL SHIP / LETITIA
In the January/February 1986 issue, the Editor of 'BNA TOPICS' reported
the existence of a rectangular marking from this ship, dated March,
1917. Richardson (1983) reported one marking known from 'ARAGUAYA' and
none from any other hospital ship used by Canadian Forces in WW I.

This example, dated June 1917, is from the same correspondence as the
earlier cover - probably from a Medical Officer on the ship, as he
censored his own mail -~ but it shows a 56 x 37mm oval marking in purple,
and a Halifax flag cancel (Richardson Type 21-3) dated June 30, 1917,
cancelling the War~Tax stamp applied by the Canadian Post Office. A
manuscript notation indicates the enclosed letter was written on June
24, 1917.
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1st CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE - SHIPS IN CONVOY - 1914
Colin Campbell

[ ; P TR 7
’ SHIP8 OF CONVOY. : j

H.M.S. “MAGNIFICENT.”

H.M.S. “FOUIPSE ¢ ~HU™ "H.M.8 “ DIANA GR.D " H'M.S “CHARYRDIS”
' G.Q.RM. (tlagship

f 1. Megantic HPCY 12 Carrlbean ILVCN 2: Tunislan RNILC :
71i | 2 Ruthenia RPQM 13 Athenin VQRT | 23 Arcadian RJQIY %

i | 3 Bermudian HBPK | 14 Royal Bdward HMDG | 24 zoatand mLp| ©

in | + Amunia © JDRM 15 Franconia HSDC | 25 Coninthian RQLH .

‘| s ivernia RNJD 16 Qanadn PLMN 26 Virginian ' * HCJG ;

;; 6. Boandinavian  QUST | 17 monmouth RTBF | 27 Andania JCrLL, Q

be ot » 7. Slolllan RKBG 18 Manitou PWIL, 28 Saxonia RENY 'j
g 8. Montreal RSKQ | 19 Tyrolla RILVM | 29 Grampian HLKW] .

= | 9 tupiang LQSN | 20 sootlan HSK(G | 30 Lakonla RGUCE 4

‘s | 10. cassandra HJRG 21 Laurentlc HNML 31 Montezuma HRHKW ;5

1l. Florizel HNLT 4 32 Royal GQeorge Hl.’l‘\\'l :I:

Rear Cruiser: H.M S. “TALBOT,” G.v.C.L.

§ ahy

ror some time now a number of collectors have been assembling post cards
and pictures of the transports which carried the First Canadian Contingent to
England in October 1914. The convoy left Gaspe Basin October 3rd.

Through a series of Newsletters it is planned to illustrate as many of the
32 transport ships that formed the convoy as possible plus the Royal Navy
escorts. One additional ship, MANFATTAN, followed a couple of days later. Help
from readers in reporting a few missing cards would be appreciated.

One of the hazards in presenting the above is to ensure the ships illust-
rated were in fact the ships which did the job. Ship's names for ages have been
handed down from one generation of ship to another. We'll do our best to keep

things straight.

Military postal history and the 1914 convoy are closely linked. With some
32,330 Officers and men who travelled in the convoy plus 7,Cll crew there must
have beer a considerable amount of mail prepared. The troops, no doubt, were
cautioned against writing and posting just prior to leaving Valcartier Camp,
and, during their stay at Quebec City during the loading of the ships which
occupied seven days. Letters and cards however would have been written. Once
on board there was one last chance as a few ships, perhaps, offloaded mail at
Father Point, Que., although the quantity of mail must have been quite small.
Mail was prepared during the voyage, no doubt, and posted as soon a practicable
in England with the possibility of interesting postmarks beinpapplied before
the mail was sent to Canada. In the course of this article we hope to highlight
a few cards which were linked to the convey, or specific ships.

To save repeating some details it is noted here that 7,500 horses were
taken to England as well as quantities of field guns, horsed vehicles, motor
cars, trucks and bicycles. <These were spread throughout the convoy.

The principal reference we will use is:
Official History of the Canadian rorces in the Great War
- 1914-1919. vompiled by A.F.puguid and published 1938.
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ihe steamer LAPLAND (Red Star Line) was built in 1908, She carried 2,528
troops of the 2nd C.I.B., H.G., 5th and 6th .attalions only. See item 170,
Newsletter #27 re card written on board during passage. Also aboard were rifles,
ammo, Hed Cross supplies and 13,550 sacks of flour. wvompleted loading at Quebec
September 29 and disembarked Plymouth October 20.

MEGANTIC was built in 190¢ for the White Star oine with tonnage 14,878. She
carried 1,647 troops comprised of the Div Ammo Column, A Div Signals Co and the
15th .nf Batt. In addition, ammo, food and lumter. cvompleted lcading September
20 and disembarked October 16 at . lymouth.

-~ @" = . T ¥ Ty -".."v!"!'_l""‘"";.l--’!"‘“{,"t'*"l".“ LA it d od Shetndl s e} o ol 'v*——--:yrnf_
RED STAR ™ i, . STEAMER “LAPLAND"
LINE 3 5 18.604 TONS.

IVERNIA was built in 1900 for Cunard at 14,278 tons. ohe loaded ammo, arty.
stores and carried M personnel 2nd nde., C.F..i., 4th, 5th & 6th Batteries, two
Ammo Columns and 917 Officers and men. Completed loading Sept 26 and disembarked
October 20.

SICILIAN was built 1899 for Allan at 7,328 tons. She carried ammo, grain
and lumber as well as lst Bde C.F.A. Armo Column, 2nd Bde detalls and Reserve Park
personnel for total 341. Also amro, grain and lumber. Completed loading Sept 24
and offloaded QOctober 18.

WOVEN IN SILhk.

R.M.S. IVERNIA.



FORCE "G  1741-4Z

B.C.Plain’85

The islands of St.Pierre and Miquelon are France’s oldest
and smallest colony.The territory lies csome twelve miles
off the coast of Newfoundland near the entrance to the Guld
of St.Lawrence.lts total area,including that of several
nearby smaller islands and large rocks, is only ninty-three
square miles.The <colony is noted for its high,craggy
coastline,its skimpy vegetation,its fierce blizzarde and
damp chilling fogs that enshroud the island for most of the
year.

With the fall of France in 1741,it became evident to the
British,Canadian and American governments that the
administration of the islands was sympathetic to WVichy
France,and considerable fear arose that they might be
"invaded" by the enemy and used as a submarine base Ffrom
which to harrass shipping in the Gulf of St.Lawrence and the
Morth Atlantic.In addition,the administration of the islands
had under its control a powerful radioc transmitter which, by
broadcasting messages either in code or in the clear,was
likely to give valuable intelligence to the enemy submarines
operating in MNorth Atlantic waters.The Americans,fearful as
always of the motivation of their d]]IE:, wished to see the
islands neutralized (under their own auspices) but they had
no wish to occupy the islands themselwves unless they were
unable to encourage some non—-@American country to do it

Al though publicly deciding on May 27,1941 to "reject any
immediate consideration of Canadian IﬂterUEﬁtluﬁ

in the islands",the Joint Flamnning Committee of the Ch:efc
of Staff had alrﬁad» (May 22,1%741) instigated a study on
"Wwetion MWecessary for the Occupation of St.FPierre and
Miquelon" .Furthermore,in spite of their public posturing,by
early June 1%41,Canadian military leaders were meeting in
Halifax to draw up plans for the occupation of the islands.
It was considered desirable that no word should leak out to
Vichy France that such a proposal was being studied,and
equally important that the unpredictable General Charles
DeGaulle should likKewise be Kept in the dark.dz a result of
these strictures,the troops designated for the invasion of
the islands,masked under the name "Q@" Force,were allowed to
think that their real purpose was the defence of Halifax in
the event of a =sudden enemy landing on the Mova Scotia
coastline.

On August 21,1741 ,4at1lantic Command issued the Operation
Order for the fcrmdtxun of "G Force.lt was designated as a
small,self contained expediticonary force.lt was comprised of
"C" Company of the Lake Superior Regiment,plus a number of
ancillary troops,mainly from closely allied regiments such
as Toronto’s Irish Regiment of Canada,and the Grey and
Simcoe Foresters from the Owen Sound district.The total
force of 18% men was under the command of Lieut-Col.Herbert
Cook and Major Miller Marshall.MMost of the cfficers directly
involved with the force were veterans of the First War,and
were too old for active service cverseas in the Second.For
many of them,the prospect of an occupation of the French
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izlands was the highlight of their Second War serwvice.ln

addition to  the military component  of  the force,the
Secretary to the Canadian Chiets of Staff proposed that,as
in the planned{and unexectuted) invasion of Greenland, a

small detachment of R.C.M.F. should accompany the invading
forces to assist with civil adminicstration.d brealdown of
the force iz shown below,

Headquarterg==e=mmececemencecamcea— o e o et s &
S 3
ReCaloBs(3 Mili/8) mmmmrmmmm oo oo o e e s o o s o o o 17
Infantry----~ One Company Lake Supericors------- 127
Mo.l F1, qlgﬂa]iff Bicycl esivsshis 7
No.4 P1.,(8 M.C.'g)==mmemmmccen—— 1o
No.3 Pl.PIOnEeFa*---------~~---—~3
No.& P1.Cooks,Sanit'n,Water-----—- &
N R T 3
RiCuA.S.Cymmmm e e e e e e 2
S o S 2
R.C.M. with 2 Corvetiessr—r—-—mRimiissdttin S0
N o T ¢

The operational orders for "Q" Force had it standing by at
Debert to dash to Syrdner and costensibly attack and destroy
& "hostile landing force".Once there,it was to board the 2
Corvettes(al though none had been assignedrand cross  to
St.Pierre.lt was planned to "land at the coal dock at dawn,
tsee’ illustration? and then to seize the radic station,the
telephone station,the Administrator s office and the other
government buildings,and overrun the defences of the island
thus paralryzing any possible resistance”".lt was designed
that once the military ocbjectives had been secured,the
R.C.M.F.would assume the responszsibility for law and order.It
was felt,that as with most military operaticns,speed and
surprise were of the upmost importance.To this end,the force
was equipped with eight motorcrcles with sidecars,and two
bicrcles to enable No.4 FPlatocon to speed through the town
and secure vulnerable installations before they could be
sabotaged.The proposed operation was thoroughly tested by
frequent and unannounced dary and night exercises that
called for practice operations against any one of a number
cf abandoned farms that dotted the Annapolis Valley.

Forturnately,neither the cofticers nor the men Knew that their
exwrfsors were in vwain.The decision to dispatch a Consul to

the zlands rendered "Q" Force UNNECESSary eVen before o
PECEIUEd its Operation Order.0On August 20,1799 the ldar

n_u

Cabinet Committes formally decided that no mili r action
would be wundertaken.In spite of this,"0O" Furrn, izs kKept on
four-hour call for nearly a month,and then on three dars

notice until it was formally disbanded on February 22,1742
Even though disbanded,ths Force continued to have a2 life in
military minds.0n Januvary 2Z7,1%42,General Crerar was still

contemplating a military cccupation of the islands by
available units" on seven darys notice.

Harry Guertin in hiszs monumental work on the mails of the
Second War,states that postal reminders of "0O" Force are
quite uncommon.Military postal students feel that this may
be due in part to the lack guidelines for the identification



and designation of =uch items.Based on the information
presented in this article, even the item azsigned by Guertin
to "Q@" Force in his research does not seem to meet the
requirements for inclusicon.Based on this article,and from
-ather covers examined,l beliegwve that in order for a cover to
be tentativelr classed as from "Q" Force,certain criteria
should be met:

1}
11

1]
]

Staticnary:Aall cowvers examined show the use of Auxiliary
Seryvices sf tionary.

Cancellaticons:all covers show the DEBERT M.S.-M.FP.0.&03
machine cancellation.

B sed an the abowe article,the dates would have to be
August 21,1791 and February 22,1742,

[ T

-‘t- ll'l

Dates
tiu

D'O

Cengor Markings:Either hand censored by zignature,or more
commonly & signature accompanying & 10mmx3Smm rubber stamp
as shown in the illustration

Ideally,some indication of the Fegiment of the sender would
help: and might occasicnally be found.The illustration zhows
one such cover with a2 return addrezz indicating that the
sender ,Fte H.BE.Fink was with the G+3,.F.(Grer and Simcoe

Forezters=)

The *authaor of thiz article would appreciate photocopies of
any covers that the readers think might be from "Q" Force.
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