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February 16, 1981
Dear Mémber:

341...Canada Militia cancel - Niagara No 1

Further to item 323, NL 40. On page 4, FPO No 1 is listed
second from the top with earliest reported postal usage of PM JUN
18 09. Bill Robinson has reported an earlier date for this hammer
of AM JUN 16 .09 on Scott's Canada 89, on piece. This is remarkable
as the proof strike is dated PM JUN 16 09.
-As far as first day strikes are concerned it may be recorded
~here that Official Souvenir cards were prepared (186mm X 114mm) for
AT ; presentation to dignitaries attending the opening day ceremonies of
first day strike FPO No 1 and these bear a postmark dated PM JUN 16 09 on the front.

They were 51gned by George Ross, Chief Post Office Superxntendent Canada and Capt N
R: Fecclestone, Officer in charge Field Post Office.

We were fortunate to see one of these souvenir cards in a postal exhibit at
CAPEX 78,

342.,.Future projects

It is hoped that a listing of Canadian Military Hospital markings from the two
Vorld Wars can be started. Much work on this topic has already been done by Ed
Richardson in his column, The Hollow Tree, which was a feature in the Cansdian Fhil-
atelist for yesars.

Our item 212 and pages 4 to 8 inclusive record Field Post Offices allotted to
a number of WW2 hospitals.

Any hospital marking with Canadian "content™" would be applicable. See NL34
item 254, e ! A At FN L ;

Also believe a seperate listing of Base A.P.0. Canada postmarks would be useful.

343...New Index to Newsletters

A cumulative index is being prepared which will contain references to Newsletters
1 to 50 ineclusive. ;

344,,.,.First reports

John Frith sends photocopies of a number of military postal markings he has added
to his collection. These have not previously been recorded and readers may add them to
their survey answer sheets for the-record.

Straightline

ARRIEFIELD M.P.0. 302 (type 10A) <csee also NLs 18 and 22
The postmaster, W.F., Fubbard, signed this cover as well.
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344, ,.continued
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Regi: stered box
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OTTA%A, ONT. 1£.P.O, 318 (type 4A)

CFPO - 101 (type 4G)
N.P.O. 409 (type 4G)
CFPO - 33  (type 4G)

PETAVWAVA CANP,
CFPO - 104

CNT.
(type 4G)

(type 4)

345, ,.New members

c.d.s. (large) Sl

BARRIEYIFLD ONT MPO 302 (type 1A)
BQllLE.f”“EElE
CAMP ECRDEN ONT MPO 202 (type 5A)

PROCKVTLLE ONT MPO 315 (type 5A)

A collector in Peterborough just made applieation to join B.N.A.P.S. and sub-

sequently the C.M.M.S.G,

New rerters are always welcome so please keep watching

for new rccrults who

presently are BNAPSers or would like to be,

346...Free postage - VVi2

ON ACTIVE SERVICE WITH
HIS MAJESTY'S CANADIAN FORCES
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posted on the 12thk, received the 13th dat

B.Co "Du:b"™ Canpell

347...Victoria, * 0 ation

An interesting item Trom Wilf
FPlease check your staok
See pzges 3 znd 4.

Aldershet on *kqt dzte.

Mfi H Gl/F RT1V,

14346 HARVARD Ave.,
N.D.G. Mo /Yfml C/}/V/JD/“

An itenm of pastal histoury interest is
illustrated trznks to John Frith. A similar

item is shown in F.®. Guertin's book in Part 10
page 10C.

Guertin records that in January 1940
Canadian soldiers in Britain vwere advised that
surface mail cculd be posted free and some mail
was dispatched dated January 23, 24 and 25.
Shortly aftervard it was discovered this con-
cession did not apply to the Canadian Armed
Forces hence covers with these dates may be
considered as unigque.

It was July 12, 13940 (see photccopied
letter) when "free mail" was again authorized
for the Army and one bag was dispatched from
Most letters ho"ower,

e, Notice the

1942/43.

Whiteh
for & cover from "Queen Il izal

ouse.,
.eth" in February/l'areh 1242,
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347...*......'...........,VICTORI‘A, B.C. "DUMB' CANCELLATION 1942/43
W. Whitehouse

Item 338 in NEWSLETTER #41 illustrates the Victoria Post Office attempt to conceal

the origin of Naval mail passing through it's office and evidence to date indicates
that this was the first time a civilian post office in Canada altered it's equipment
in such a manner for security purposes. '

The removal of the City/Province hub from one of their electric machine cancellers
appears to have taken place about February 1942. The blank square illustrated in

Fig 1 and in Item 338, was not intended to register being that part of the die frame

holding the hub in place, but perhaps it registered occasionally due to the thick-
ness of some covers. , : - :

A review of covers in my collectiqn indicateé that the '"Victoria" City/Province hub
was in use from the outbreak of war in 1939 until early 1942 (see Fig 2), while the
earliest dated censored cover cancelled with the "missing hub'" is 20 March 1942’

(see Fig 3)
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Fig. 3 "Naden"

347,. continued ...
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The introduction of the circular handstamps NPO 1112 and 1177 together with the
"blackout" cancellations at major coastal post offices resulted in the gradual
disappearance of the "Victoria" missing hub cancellation, 3 covers from the same
writer dated 12 April through 21 June 1943 provides the approximate latest use of the
"dumb" cancel (see Fig. 4).

vy

"Naden'" censor mark on back
dated 12 April 1943 -
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In view of the foregoing, the question arises as to the reason behind the removal of

the '"Victoria" place name in order to give the cancellation the '"dumb" character re-
quired in a security situation. Perhaps it was the outbreak of war in the Pacific in
December 1941, or the large number of men streaming into H.M.C.S. 'Naden' and "Givenchy"
at this time that prompted authorities to tighten security. Whatever the reason, tighter
security must have become urgent with the expected arrival at Esquimalt of H.M. Trans-
port "Queen Elizabeth'" on 23 February 1942. She was to enter drydock and remain for
approximately 15 days. Understandably, the security staff would be most anxious that
mail from the ship bear no indication of her location, thus the decision that all mail
originating from the Naval installations at Esquimalt receive a ''dumb" cancellation.

This reasoning does not explain why a particular security measure continued in use

long after '"Queen Elizabeth'" departed the West Coast, however once in place and the war
in the Pacific heating up, then the committing of Canadian Naval Forces to the Aleutian
campaign, it is understandable that the practice continued until the nationwide use of
the '"blackout' cancellation came into effect.

It will be clear from the above that information on this particular cancellation is
incomplete, more covers require to be studied to confirm or amend the time periods
stated, particularly covers originating in "Queen Elizabeth'" during her stay in dry-
dock at Esquimalt. The editor will be pleased to hear from anyone with relative in-
formation.
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J48,..F.P.0, 131 - a Y2 cancellation
?'m*‘f.\m”.:;m?’?ﬁﬁr#;:mwm One shall item we have finally cleared
S S B S W N aY ST up concerns the information in Major ¥.J.

Bailey's handbook on page 42 concerning the
above office. We have seen, and have had
reports, of a number of covers with the FPO
131 cencel dated after 3 Dec 43 the date
when supposedly the czncellor was lost.
RN - A note from Bill Bajley confirmed that
~—rrwedest—~ 4 the information in the handbook should apply
; to FPO 133, not to FPO 131.
'~ The information then is as follows:

F.PlO._. issued to _ date ' date returned
131 "LUCASBE s T May 1941 e - % \ _
133 . RCAR 1} ~ Oct 1943 Dec 1943 (reported lost)

Can a reader come uplwith a cancéljshbwing FPO'l5$ dated durinQ'the,period October
/December 19437 W Fachi T T e %k _

349...Canada Militia cancels - part 3 of53’(conélusibn) . s
& . - : ' Farliest sio  Lavest Total

Camp name Hammer number or|Proof date of | reported reported number
other detail hammer usage date usage date of reports

Borden Ont second dated proof Jul 7 16 - not yet determined -
Beamsville Ont | only hamner . | May 29 18 | Jun 3018 | Dec 918 16-20
Long Bfanch ont only-gammef - \ay 29 T a-Auéve 18 Nov 4 Ié : iy
Ste. Jean  P,0, first hammer Aug 2 18 Sep 24 18 Nov 8 18 6
Fendon ante o aksena ter | Miggan | ook 2 18 Ton 30 19 5
- 8% Jean‘P.Q. < §ecbnd hemmer Jun 2129 |- - strikes unknown -
Petaﬂawa»Ont 275mm dia. ﬁnknown ' >'7 Jun 28 10 | sép'z:sé | 1504
Aldershqt N.S. - only hammer unknqwﬁ' : {Sep 10 10 \iul 3.1 39{ 86-90
Hughes Manitoba » se;ond hammer unknoﬁnf' 7'_"Jﬁn'é3 16 TJulTle lé ik
Vélcartier P;Q. - fourth hammer unknown’ : "- fentative qQantity ‘ 2
Petavawa Ont ’29mh dia, unkﬁown o Aug 10 16 Jul 3 41 5 106 +

The photo caption reads:

96th Battalion/C.E.F. pess
in review before Brig. Gen.
J. Hughes, Camp Hughes, Aug
l2th 1916, :

The 96th was from Saskatoon.

These cancellors were used
concurrently during June to
October 1916, inclusive.
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3504, Jilitary Najl - ¥W2 - first sightings

In NL24, item 146 we "rnblohed the erwdian Army Priority Casualty Post Card and
lo and behold a fine exsmple recently appeared, It certainly received the promised
priority handling as it was postally dated 6 JUL 44 at Canadian 1ostal H.Q
at Lennoxville, P,Q., JUL 10 44.

The circular marking on the left,

approaching turqoise-blue and reads CAN/
CANADIAN ARNKY OVERSEAS.

below the Air Mail box, was struck in something
ADIAN RECORDS C.lH.Q. 6 JUL 1944 CASUALTIES
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a proofing strike?) and here
rembers to see. The strikes:-

" NL35 item 271 illustrated an undated strike {possibly
again a fire example on cover was loaned by Ken Ellison for
(3) are exceptionally sherp indicative of a new instrument. Use by Canadian Army Occu-
pation Force on the Continent seems most likely tut further dctails are sought? By the
way, hammers 1, 2, 4 and 5 also are possibles, Notice FPO 131 4 NO 28 45 as a btackstrike.
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35l...Eritish datestamps - VWl - survey return - sce page 7,
%e were a trifle surprised at the good showing on thece
An extra "48" to all subscribers, including your scribe.
to be seen and reported. The majority of reports however are for one copy only attesting
to their scarcity.
Please continue to report your finds

ard we will run an up-date another time,

352...History of the British Army Postal Service - Vol T1I - 1903-1927 by ®.B. Proud
Ve vere to have inform~ .ion on this book but it is comewhere out on the Atlantie
as this item is written! Perhaps the [THS Newsletler %ditor will permit us to cuote
from his Newsletter 164 as time is a factor.
'"his rc¢ference bock cocvers rnainly the same ground as an earlier work by Alicstair

Kennedy arnd George Crabb but is more profusely illustrated.
The msny datestarps are valued on a points basis where 1 point equals 10p at the
present tire,
Book consists of 312 p=zes in hucd covers to professional standards.
Volume T (1881-1903) and Volume III (1927-1952) will be published in 1981-82
Volure I is zvailable for a limited tine to Ci33G menbers f‘or£20-00. Postage and pack-

img might be extra to Canada znd the U.S.A.

Flease write W,R. Wellsted 10, riddlers Hsmlet, Ccopersale, Epping, Fngland.

ESg.,
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Canadien military mail items,
It appears that 52 offices remain
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\Eritish datcstamps - Canadian Expeditionary Force u%age - Survey return sheet

page seven

2329

/Further to item 333 on page 3.
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C:NADIAN CORPS

pojrIoda sJIequeul usjl

CAVAIRY ERIGADE

Canadien Division

3rd

Jan 1916 - Jun
Jun- 16 - Sep
Oct’ 16 - Jan
Fed 17 - Jun
Jun 17 - Fed
Feb 18 - Jul
Aug - 18 -~ Febd

4th Canadian Division

1916
16
17
17
18
18
19

Div R} Div Train 7 Cdn Bde 8 C Bde

Sep 1915 - Sep 1916 #Po[FX] Jan 1916 - Apr 1916 rpo CA1 (T2 & D2)
Oct 16 -7Jan 17  (CHO4 Jun 16 - Sep 16 X1
Feb:: 17 - Jun 17 2 Oct 16 - Jun 17 (c3?) sAl
Jun 17 - Feb 18 EX ~Febi, 1T <iqun s 19 (sAl) c9
Feb 18 - Jul 18 B Jun 17 - Feb 18 SAl
"Aug 18 - Feb 19 H3 Feb 18 - Mar 18 - (12P)

18t Canedien Division ~APR \a-JunN 18 G

_ ; < Div HC Div Train 1 Cdn Bde 2 C Bde 3 C Bde Railhead (APO)
_ Feb 1915 - Jun 1916 4‘ @6 . 0Ox) =] ¢+ [ (sei1))
Jun 16 - Sep - 16 TX2) ;- (4X2) st 6%

Oct 16 - Jan 17 nu @D . (=) D . red

Feb. 17 = Jwn 4% 1 (Dss?) (155?)° AB) ¥ oi2Bar- it 3B - RP1 (F1/D1)
Jun <17 < Feb. 18- 7 PPl L qPL. AP c[EPY-: RP1
STeb V18 STaY 18 D@ A o ae At e e &=y, RP1

Aug 18 - Dec 18] (D35?) @ (387) 146 (1472 RP1

Jan 19 - Feb 19 b : Vi 8- S0 . g - Germany/
Feb 19 - Mar 19  DP1 : 8. Belgium
2nd Cansdian Division

Div Q Div Train 4 Cdn Bde 5 C Bde 6 C Bde Railhead

Sep 1915 - Jun 1916 a5 [ &2 (apo)
Jun 16 - Sep 16 X3 % 459) B>~ RXP :
gct. 16 .« Jen * .17 Dwa? bt AW 50 | 6% ]

Feb 17 - Jun 17 (D56), T56 182 183 [(184?)] RP2 (H1/Dl)

: 58 - b

Jun 17 - Feb 18  DP2 TP2 4p 5P (6  RrRP2 RW2
Feb 18 - Jul .18 DC2 qcar) "o cé RP2

Aug 18 - Dec 18

ity oA R (D36)  (T36%?) 154 155 (SB 2)_156  RP2 Ger/Belg
Feb 19 - Apr 19 ; TP2 4P (6P

9 C Bde Railhead

Aug 1916 - Sep
Oct 16 - Jan
Fed 17 - Jun
Jun 17 - Fed
Feb 18 - Jul
~Aug 18 - Fed

Fed 19 - May

1916
17
17

18
18

S5th Canadian Division (Artillery)

Div Trein
Oct 1917 - Feb 1918 TPS
Feb 18 - Jul 18 ?
Aug 18 - Feb 19 (pc2?)
Feb 19 - May 19 TES -

"i SEDT D)y (420}
DX, 'EI iax. 2 3X RX3

(Dw4?) éfmn ™ Q&Y _rx3 ?

D61 T6 (&)  [88) 187 RP3 _(E1/D1)
_DP3_ m 7P 8P RP3.

DC3? B o1 B CC82 RP3

D20 A120?) 151) (152D RP3
Div HQ Div Trein 10 Cdn Bde 11 C Ede 12 C Bde Railhead
(px4) (x4} (10x) 11x) _(12x _Rx4_(APO)
(Dws?) T™5? (137) W (%) Rx4

D62 CT62) Yol::>) 18 190 RP4_(APO)
(T1xD2) = (TixD2) (T14D2) {F&D1)
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J03. cosome unus
Bill R
book applies,

ual ftems

obinson sent the photocory of the
in part..in 1944 atout 500

Forees Letter und a caption from Guertin's
Canadian Arsy personnel were flown to Australia

on loan to the Australian Arry for the purpose of operating redar equipment manufacturedﬂb

in Csnada. These men belonged to the First Special Vireless Group.
later accompsnied the Australian end MNew Zcaland Forces to Porneo and Morotai.
earliest arrivals reached Melbourne early August 1944.
Ingleburn Camp, N.S.W. in September 1244.
Some of these men saw active service in the Tast;
in case Canada should beccme invelved in the Pecific Tar,
Trimred a bit to fit..

The )
A later detachment arrived at -
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Some of the troops',,

this being one of the objectives
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