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October 10, 1960

Dear Member:
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Our fourtieth Newsletter will find its way to McAllen, Texas the site of the
SNAPS annual meeting and exhibition. It is planned that a Military Mail Seminar
will be held with Study Group members Ed, Ken, Joe and Sid, known at this time,
in attendance. We hope others will join them and enjoy an interesting discussion
on the FORCES of Canada, Vorld War Two, which include "Y" Force (Jamaica).
Take a special item along to show. November 5 - S.

317...Further to item 307 on Avalon F.M.O. cancels

coloured rectangle & nil rectangle
broad letters & figures & fine letters, etc. The coloured rectangle

didn't photocopy well so we've
darkened it in and added other

1EP°1j1 : p { { • ' . features to look for in dist-
inguishing, between these two
similar cancels . Go for it.

318... The Smith correspondence

Our member Dave Crane loaned us a lot of 60 some
covers to study and this has proved most interesting
and useful. A complete listing in chronological order
was made which comprised 10 columns. The listing in
this Newsletter is much abbreviated but representative
of the larger study.

All the covers were sent to two different addresses
in 1.,oodstock, Ontario beginning in June 1915 and ending in
March 1917. It would be interesting to know of any other
covers from this correspondence which belong to study group members.

Among the points of interest is the remarkably good service rendered from the
application of the military cancel to the receipt of the letter by the addressee.
A few covers picked at rando: -. averaged 181 days in transit from France to Woodstock
during a World Mar.

All but six covers bear Canadian stamps to prepay

the soldier's "free" mail. A brief item on Free Franked
Soldier's Mail may be found in NL 11, item 32.

Another point of interest is that the "receiving
office", where the stamps were affixed end cancelled
most frequently was Hamilton, Ontario (45) with Montreal
(9) and Toronto (4) thus proving that the nearest office
to a particular address did not always perform the
"receiving" function.
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318...cont'd

FPO name
or number FPO date Formation Censor # Cdn. rec. office

Shorncliffe Jun 1 15 camp nil nil
Otterpool Jul 21 15 camp nil nil

6X *Sep 21 15 2nd Cdn Div
6th Bide 2190 Hamilton

6X Oct 7 15 n n "

6X Nov 24 15 n n

6X Dec 23 15 n ►} n

6X Jan 17 16 1873 n

DX2 Feb 11 16 2nd Cdn Div

DX2 Mar 1 16
Div HQ,

"

it
n

it

to

6X Apr 17 16 2nd Cdn Div

6X May 27 16
6th Bide n

it

Toronto
Hamilton

6X Jun 8 16 it Montreal
9X Jul 26 16 it

9X Aug 25 16 Hamilton
9X Sep 11 16 Montreal

DVI2 Oct 4 16 2nd Cdn Div
Div HQ 1080 Hamilton

EMIT (1r±t 20 1 F, 2.n Erin lliv

6th Bde 1873 Toronto
M Nov 18 16 Cdn Corps 4139 Hamilton
6W Dec 24 16 2nd Cdn Div

btn tae ';5'2i

184 Mar 1 17 n Montreal

* this was the month and year when the 2nd Cdn Div

arrived in France

The different Field Post Office hammers and the dates on which they were assoc-

iated with the 2nd Canadian Division, 6th Brigade attest to the accuracy of the Crabb/

Kennedy research which we have presented in earlier TTewsletters.

Fifty one of the subject covers bear readable censor marks. Five could not be
deciphered while five covers were from England and were not censored. Three were Honour

envelopes of which one was censored by the Base censor and two were not censored.
Of the readable FPO cancels there were 28 from FPO 6X, 2 from FPO DX2, 5 from FPO

9X, 1 from FPO D";2, 8 from FPO 6W, 2 from FPO BW and 1 from FF0 184.
The censor number most frequently recorded was 1873 with accompanying signature

of G.C. Easton.

Th. 6th Infantry Prigade comprised the 27th, 28th, 29th and 31st Battalions from

Vest2rn Canada .,jith a strength of 4518 Cfficers and rren. They landed in England during

the period 28 ay-8 June ;915 and within 3 weeks were bi]lited in Otterpool.

After training the Brigade arrived in France 17-18 September under the command of
Lt. Col. F.D.P. Ketchen an Officer .-:ho had served for 7 years in the T?.":.11%1.1.P.

® ..^^^ Min r^ w ^^Ni1111AMI^A^I ^IWMII^ '^Ilp^MiNNa"IIIMAIh °pii^'^^^I"^^^ Ml fill ^^^^^^'^^,^^iu^^^I
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319...Financial report

Treasurer Ken reports the following:

Nov 179
Mar 180

Mar
May

balance
#37 env &

post $7.71
dues
dues

320...FIELD POST OFFICE Z

fig. 1

24mm

$ -2.36

107.45
17.88

FIELD POST OFFICE Z

No.

fig. 2

50mm x 22mm

May 180 #38 env &
post $8.12

Aug #39 " 7.86
Sep post & photo-

Sep 15
copy paper 24.00
balance $75.28

fig. 3

31mm

fig. 4

24mm

Riteh Toop has sent along these photocopy/tracings originally taken from the
Pritchard & Andrew proof book. These postal markings may not have been seen , "on active
service"?

Whether these instruments were manufactured for FORCE Z, the garrison troops sent
to Iceland, is a possibility. The Force was authorized May'22 1940 and arrived in
Iceland June 16. The stamps could have been dispatched the following month.

We know now that mail from Canadian soldiers in Iceland dated in June and from the
RCAF early in 1943 was cancelled by British Army and RAF cancellors.

The dates on the circular cancels above are the proofing dates while the Registrat-
ion box was proofed on an unspecified date in June. Please note figures 1 and 4 which
depict two different hammers as the inscriptions vary in the positioning of some of the
letters.

Can study group members enlighten us further?

321...British datestamps - Canadian Army usage - S:orld War One

Further to items 186, 195 and 197.
Two years have passed since the first of these items'appeared in a 1ewsletter and

the time has come to begin collecting reports from members to discover what we have
collectively toward a complete collection of these most interesting
military cancellations.

It is planned to include
page returnable survey
included in the above
members indicate their
Field Post office datestamp
for tabulation.

with the next Newsletter a one
sheet listing all the cancels
items with the request that
holdings by circling the pertinent
numbers and returning the sheet

le hope that item 318 in the current Newsletter will also serve as a forerunner to
bring attention to this military mail exercise.

322...Circular datestamp - 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade

Berets a Canadian Postal Corps marking not illustrated before. It
was found on a facing slip for mail from overseas to Alberta. NL31
lists a series of these numbered from Cl to C12 inclusive and links them

with the 12 C.I.Bs.

Please report any you have.

o4̂

-7UOV1944
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323...Canada Militia cancels - part 1 of 3
Camp name Farmer number Proof date

or other detail of hammer.
Niagara Ont The FPO No 1 Jun 14 09

Niagara Ont

Sussex NB

Farnham Que

Goderich Ont

Sewell Man

Trois Rivieres

FPO No 1

only hammer

only hammer

only hammer

first hammer

Jun 16 09

Jun 2 11

Tun 3 11

Jun 3 11

Jun 3 11

Que

Parriefield Ont

Calgary Alta

Levis Que

London Ont

only hammer

first hammer

only hammer

only hammer

first hammer

Jun 3 11

May 14 12

Mray 14 12

May 14 12

Jun 18 13

. and updated, information on the Canada

Ear l i e 2 t.
reported
usage date

strikes uni

Jun 18 09

Jun 22 11

Jun 17 11

Jun 23 11

Jun 14 11

Jun/Jul 14

Jun 18 12

Jun 25 12

Jun 9 13

Jun 19 13

Latest

reported
usage date

Total
number of
reports

76-80

26-30

Jun 20 13

Jun 12
'2 C

Oct 29 15

)e !3

36-40

only one strike report

f
only one strike report

Oct 20 16

Jun 6 18

Aug 9 18

41-45

10

51-55

JUi! 2 ) A request was received for more,

ia!iiitia canceis wnicn were rirst intro-

duced in NUB, item 80 and the tally
in NL19, item 85, page 4.

We will do this in 3 parts and,
to try something different, will use
the proofing dates, where known, of the
various hammers to decide the order in
which the information is presented.
The list i:ill total 34 items in the
light of present knowledge. Please
note that hammers where no proofing
date is known will be listed in part 3.

The data contained in the 3 parts comprising this item has been collected over a 9
year period hence the large number of reports in column 6. The actual number of reports
for each cancel will be given up to and including 15 then the number will be, "bracketed".

The illustration of the only Sussex Camp hammer known shows the actual proofing date.

325... Canadian postal Corps overseas markings tally - y,y;2

Further to item 255. Sorry this introduction to 325 is out of sequence..
A year has gone by since this challenging group of cancels was first introduced. No

doubt a considerable number of them have been collected by readers over this period but
it is surprising that about 16 remain unreported.

The list of possible cancels has been increased by 10 since the first printing in
our Newsletter and there are included in the tally. A "L'_ention in Dispatches" to those
who reported their holdings.

See pages 6 and 7 for the tally and page 8 for illustrations of 4 of the 5 possible
rubber hammers. Still need a picture of the rubber SC 10.

MGM.MxMON""W ,-0 4 NgW4g11 RWf1}F.j FNRIM f14" pITT'' I I II^^^'. ^n^IMii^11 .00111114x1 FN^^^ ,I, F ^M^
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?'piled by T.'!•'. Nicho.-ls, on tmperl h?lrnitions Poard stctionnry, at Ottawa, NO
20 17, addressed to Priva±e P. r ichoJl s, 2017C9, 4/5 Black Y:.j.+ter, B Co„'ps. No. 5

f r

A -ed by three - ':3-cent Conf';derattot : to a total or .11tto cent i, the
'ett:.r ru.-t have ci orer weight, :iil pair' at five -entz for r^•>istratioi ► , :1vo cents
cox -:-Iie f'i.rst •ruil^te, ,one cant for ?,he secorr:t -)unce.t'irs+ &l-`-= the one

n,ar-ro erg several or;,;: a*,. ar.d ' ubscquent registration numbers on tYce face of the
a .ilul!0er a j,i' .rili:-; :vipt d:Urecti. ons, as l is ted below. The uunnibr.IS s hown

,.:frr -he 1,ack^3tainps, atiu ;how %hen and whire th:: ma:tking'.' were ^spplied,

13a& 7 taples 17/12/1.7 „1 rod.
41. S. 21 Jn red.

VIoun•i d l?os1^z*„al, in purple
', n4 2112/i?,

(31ue.
P Unable P4. (3n.., in

.:na l 1.
'.24

14. Ott*xwe, ;ar ., in blue.
15. Ljndelivercd for rea :; oa stated

(F'u-'p1o stani,). S, 1^4 - A .i A F B

A
F ."d IQ

..Acts, Army

o t, X DE 31 17

Offi . JA 18

G._-ps,X3TA18
131 - 118 Bde, 39 Brit.
Div, ,2 TA 1.8
Roturned Letter Section,
London, ( purple oval)
30 JAN 1C
Ottawa, .Canada, Reg.
(blue double corcle)
30 JA'T 18
[Jndecyphe .'-rle Army P.O.

L,i ;:iii. Robinson for
t m ,.:-,^ t on ,: ilf Whitehouse

r .-. luc+i,,.)ns.

1. London, Engl anu 11. DE' 17
S.13 - Cayeur .ir Sc'nrr° Dcp,){, 14 DE 17

3. 3.23 - A 17 DE 17
4. S.17 - Etaple- , Pe-in,'orcecr nt Depot,

B 19 DE 17
S.24 - r? :aum3ri.s Yap i-
P.O. F 20 !),4: 17
3.24 - A 22 DE 17

Et%plas, 'an-aaian
S. 17 - A 1. T„ 8
3.11 - 4;tup1 , :lain

U1, l®;
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325...cont'd from Pees 4, 6 ana 7

REGISTRATION
BRANCH
SC 1].

SC 4
SC 5
SC 11
SC 12

found on back of REGISTERED cover (1943)
IT itit 'I ARIAED FORCES AIR LETTER

REGISTERED cover (1945)
ordinary cover from CRU Postal Unit

326...Odds and sods

MAIL ROOM

29 VII 143 VIII
CAFSTA110N S1 HUBERT, P. Q.

CECERLYf
UM

-co
S,

SC 12

41 N.E.T. D .
2 9 APRIt,4S .

The St. Hubert 1uai1 Room mark was used in 1958.

L. of C. OR stamp first we've seen.

Any ideas on the meaning of the abbreviation #1 N.E.T.D.? Is on front of re-
directed cover which is also stamped, S.O.S. TO CANADA. Ron Kitchen asks.

OLYMPIC card from Ron Kitchen

ti
Left SOUTHAMPTON, May 10th ; Arrived HALIFAX, May 16th, 1919

1914 - Canadian Expeditionary Force - 1918

MOMS ST . ELOI NEUVE CNAPPELE YPRES 2 FESTUSERT OIVENCNY LA SASS[ LOOS

PLUOETREET ST. JULIE" YPRES45 THE SOMME COURCELETTE VIMT RIDGE HILL 70

PASO N ENDALE AMIENE ARRAS CAMSRIA VALENCIENNES OCCUPATION OF MONS . Nov. 11

'

I CHEERS . .

100 I J I ! .I1^ rl F Jl ffl' 1111. j,?ISI 141 0qM1111114", FIJI!, 4- I4M^^^ar ^^E11^M.M1^NW^uRM^Ni^IIMIM ' iAR^I1^INiNA1M1 'M 11 1111 a ^uu^11Nitl u11J11 i l iI lg1u 11 1 1 1 j'u11 ,111141will 111 r 011F11 11 1
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