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F 
W I W ' S  MESSAGE 

BNAPS '95 i n  Edmonton i s  nearly here and our Flag meeting w i  11 be on the 
Sunday a t  11:CO.A.M. It w i l l  be chaired by Doug Linsard and h o ~ e f u l l ~  we w i l l  
have aguest speaker. 

Regretfully your Chairman and Editor cannot attend th is  year but we certainly 
w i l l  be with you i n  s p i r i t .  

We have prepaired a one frame FLAG EXHIBIT which w i l l  be taken t o  Edmonton by 
a friend of mine. This exhibit. i s  intended t o  show what f lag  col lecting i s  
a l l  about and show e x m l e s  of most periods of FLAG use. 

1 EDITOR'S REMARKS 

I t ' s  almost Ausust I am just now finding the t i m e  t o  write the MARCH Flas 
Pole. I have been busy with other things, please forgive me. I had prepared 
the Original Text o f  David Sessions lead a r t i c l e  fo r  wbl icat ion i n  March when 
a update arrived and I could not bring myself t o  publish the original 
manuscript without the revisions. I n  order t o  provide the complete picture it 
was decided t o  do a double edition rather than separate the text and survev 
results i n  our usual 8 page newsletter. 

Since Tom Almond and David are neighbarrs we even have a reply to  the survev 
from Tom. There i s  s t i l l  corres~ondence regarding the Non-Flag iwressions 

-, that surely w i l l  lead t o  more discoveries i n  th is  area. 



THE FLAG & W-FLAG RARITIES 
P ~ o v i s i m l  Results of Studv Group Survey - 

I .. 
The prime f lag' ra r i t y  i n  most- cod lectors' eyes i s  ~ m b a b 1 ~  1-1, the f i r s t  
unlettered f lag  of  Montreal, but i t s p o s i t i o n  inunder ctiallense. Eight 
exawles (of which three are on piece) have come t o  l ight ,  but only s ix 
examples o f  8-23 (two on piece) are reported and seven of  6-1 (one on 
P ~ i e c e ) .  If we take them as separate entit ies, then only f i ve  exawles of  5- 
1 A (1 7 July) have been recorded (one on front) and 4-1 showed UP seven times . 
(three of them on piece). I f  one i s  seeking t o  c m l e t e  a collection on cover 
or  card then the figures look somewhat depressins i n  respect of  items s t i l l  on 
the wants 1 i s t !  

The response t o  the suestionnaire was not as high as one would have liked so 
the ~rov is iona l  figures must be suo td  with reservation; there must be one or 
two more examples lv ins i n  unreported collections. Only 16 members of the 
Flag Cancel Studv G r o w  provided i n w t  and I secured data from one other 
i m r t a n t  f lag  collection. .The major f lag  collections are, however i, 
incorporated i n  the survey. 

In addition t o  the c m l e t e d  suestionnaires, the following references have 
been consulted: Richard Lamb l i s t s  from 1973,; J.N.Sissons catalosues from 
1973; LCD catalosues 1976-88; R .A. Lee catalowes from 1978; R .Maresch 
c a t a l o w e s f m  1980; J.Hennockcatalosues from 1982; C.G.Firbucatalosues 
from 1991; a l l  issues of  Flag Cancel Bul let in and Flawole and The Line 
Canceller. Items have only been included where it was reasonably certain that 
they did not duplicate a w  already reported; t h i s  usually entailed seeing an 
i 1 lustrat ion t o  check t i m e  mark and address, descriptions rarely include th is  
data. 

Comments on the particular cancels: 
./ 

FLAG CANCELS - references from the check1 i s t  i ssued t o  members of  the Studv 
Group 

1-1. Six o f  the eight reports show a period of  use from 17.0 t o  24.0 on 21 
March, 1896; a piece dated 23 March (10.0) fm Brooks Young's notebook 
appears t o  be of 'proof' status rather than a commercial cover. Thew one 
cover dated 23 March (11.0) i s  addressed t o  H.E. Waite, a director of the 
Imperial M.M.M.Co., i n  the USA. Four covers and a card make this, as expected 
on of the great f lag rar i t ies .  

1-8. Unsur~risingly, no reports were received of  use on Sunday, 6 September, 
but a n i l  return also showed fo r  Monday 7th. It i s  wssible that th is  flag, 
now believed t o  be a Bickerdike t r a i l ,  was used just  for  two short periods, as 
opposed to  the f u l l  seven days. Reports are too sparse for  a sound iudsement. 

2-1 . With 53 sightinss 1 ossed the Straight Jack i s  perhaps more common than 
some of us thought. Use i s  recorded on a1 1 12 days, including both sundays 
i.12tt-1 I"; i$Ith:) . The f i r s t  day (1 1.4.961 i s  wresented by f i ve  covers and a 
piece . 



- 

3 -  2 -  % , CW the 13 t-m:lr?ts tc) hand, ftmr WEIT c:~f the f i t7st t%cc~p:jd c& 
and three of the last. No reports were received .. of the 4th or 6th 6undau) . 
3-1A (28.1296-4.1.97). Although th.e 1896 and 'i897 usages are separated i n  the 
checklist, they should real ly be taken together, t o  be consistent with t m s  7 
and 8, which also saw dater chams at  the turn of the year. The earl iest 
recorded date did not appear i n  the returns, nor did 31 December. Neither 1 
nor 2 January aweared among the 1897 reports so we have a gap of  two days i n  
the br ie f  period from December t o  4 :January. This may have arisen due t o  , 

lack of  an 1897 dater, indicate two separate test periods, or  i us t  be due t o  
the small amount of  material i n  the satwle. As things stand we have ius t  12 
m r t s  of ttie second t r i a l  period of  tm 3 and use confined t o  s ix  days 
only, 28-30 December and 2-4 January. 28 Dec. i s  not included i n  the 12 
m r t s .  The missing days are Thursday and Friday. 

4-1 (die 1 dater X I .  M the seven m r t s  of awarent commercial use of  t h i s  
'abnormal' dieldater combination, s ix  f a l l  between 18.0 and 24.0 o 25 June, 
with a sol i tary piece appearing at  10.0 on 29 iune. The dater i s  not the true 
dater X, normal l y  seen with die 3, but probably that norm all^ seen with tm 1 
flag die B which was i n  use alongside the Jubilee flags. I have an exarwle of  
the 'normal ' combination of  1 / Y  timed at  16.0 on 25 June, two hours before the 
f i r s t  reported 'abnoml ' ;  also m r t e d  i s  the normal conbination of  3lX a t  
19.0 on 29 June, nine hours af ter  the last  'abnoml '  report. It would be 
instructive t o  see an exampl e of  die 1 used 26-28 June and see what dater 
accwanied it (27th was a Sunday). 

4-3 (die 2 dater X I .  Amin th i s  i s  not the true dater X, the '1897' i s  wide 
l i k e  that usually associated with tm 1 f lag die F, which was withdraw i n  
favour of the Jubilee flags. A l l  reported exarwles are dated 22.6.97 (12.0) 
and are be1 ieved t o  be phi late1 i c .  Two are addressed, one i s  addressed t o  
England and one t o  a M r .  Gilbert of NB , but the cover has no backstamp. The 
set of 16 covers referred t o  i n  the s tat is t ica l  summary are addressed t o  Gwen 
N. cvans and carrv an Owen Evans C.C. Evans was patent attorney and he was 
not infringe previous patent (s) (Bickerdike Papers, Newman, w22/3) 

4-4 (Ottawa f 1 as, dater x) . Dater has the wide ' 1897 ' , as does 4-3, and a1 1 
the recorded examples carrv the same dateltime of  22.6.97 (1 2.0) A1 1 re 
phi la te l ic  and could not have been done on 22 June as dater and f l as  were i n  
Montreal and Mtawa respectively on that day. Most of the covers are 
unaddressed, the four that are addressed are a l l  t o  Messrs Hodsson, Summer & 
Co. and carrv 1/2c, lc, 15c & 50c Jubilee staws r e s ~ e c t i v e l ~ ,  It i s  suite 
probable than a set, or short set, was done fo r  Hodgson, Summer and these are 
the survivors. A short set t o  50c exists on pieces. 

4-8 (die 3, dater Y ) .  a l l  a reph i la te l i c  i n  originand timed at  5am. Two 
exarwles are dated 22 June, the remainder 20 June, A l l  covers bar one are 
unaddressd, the one addressed cover was sent to  H. E. Wai t e  i n  Boston, usa, on 
20 June and has a 21 June, Boston backstamp which suggest that the f las  die 
was i n  the Maitreal w s t  o f f ice on Sunday, 20 June, contrary t o  my previous 
bel ief.  Perhaps samples were run o f f  on Sunday, 20 June, th is  would be i n  
1 ine with a local newspaper rePort of 26 June (see Handbook *, PI 8) . I seems 



m e  was w:~~te:I t c l  Waite, who we rriit i n  ct~mnect ic:n with 1-1 above. I do have a 
'normal ' d ie 1 /dater Y canbinatia~,tirrted a t  11.0 on Mmdw 21  jut^, but i s  
unaddressed and I have always regarded i t  as either a test run or a favour 
item. The f i r s t  c m r c i a l  m a i l  seems t o  be 'af ter  lunch - die 2 (14.01, dies 
1 S, 3 (15.0). a I .. 

4-5 (die 2, dater U) . This phi la te l  i c  combination was omitted from the survw 
as i t seemed from observation t o  be the most common of the irregular diddater 
combinations. Apart from examles noted elsewhere, the Postal Museum haslhad 
a small bundle, o f  these on cards i n  poor condition, awarentlv the one t i m e  
property of a f o m r  Post Office em1 o ~ e e  who passed the t o  h is  nurse, saui ng 
the could be valuable. I n  the condition seen - they were not. 

It i s  my view than the irregular ph i la te l ic  combinations of  tm 4 f las  and 
dater should not be given high price status, but market forces dictate 
otherwise. I f  f las  collectors wish t o  have a l l  wssible combinations, 
irrespective of  provenance, and there are insuff icient t o  so round, then the 
price rises. 

5-1 (10-  15.7.97). Although th i s  the ' c m r c i a l '  per iodof useof  th is  
attract ive flag, most, i f  not a l l ,  of the pieces and a l l  the blocks of  four 
Jubilee stamps are phi la te l ica l ly  inspired and usually dated 13 July. This 
s t i l l  leaves over 30 covers etc. showing comnercial use i n  the short period; 
the attractiveness of  the cancel may well have led t o  a higher survival rate ,, 

than normal. A l l  dates, including Sundw I l t h ,  are recorded. There are more 
m u i n e  t v ~ e  5 covers than I had though. 

5-1 (23.7.97). Apiece anda block o f f o u r  Jubilees socancelled were 
included i n  the reports and a nurnber of  blocks have been noted i n  various 
auction catalosues. A l l  are patently phi latel ic.  

5-1A (17.7.97). With only f i ve  examples so fa r  recorded, th is  i t e m  i s  scarer 
than even 1-1 or 8-23, though i t  may be regarded by maw as merely a variant 
on 5-1 and so does not cornnand such a high price. The recorded time span runs 
frm 14.0 t o  24.0. 

5-18 (14.8.97) . S i x  covers and one piece were reported and a t ,  least ten 
others have been noted i n  catalogues or i n  my own f i les,  a l l  are timed 15.0. 
A l l  are addressed t o  B> Baker so t i  i s  not possible t o  s i f t  fo r  duplication, 
a1 1 are obviously phi la te l  i c .  

5-1 -C 1 (1 6-1 8.8.97) . More 'Baker' covers; seven were reported and another 15 
were noted either on f i l e  or i n  catalosues. As with 5-18, elimination of 
duplicates i s  not possible and again, a l l  are phi latel ic.  The one interesting 
point here i s  that no 18.8.97 exarwle turned UP and I become more convinced 
that report (s) o f  18.8. i s  i n  fact a poorly struck '16'.  The 16.8 exawles 
are t imedat 15.0, the 17.8 examplesat 14.0. The 16th dates seem t o  
outnumber the 17th. 

A.s a fccrtr!ote, an exarwle has been rworted (I have ~ h o t o c w ~ l  of 5-1 used on ,- 

11.10.97 (15.0). cancelling a 5c B i l l  s tam dealer's cover addressed to  L. 
Riel, 499 Craig S t . ,  C i t y :  



8-1. A t ~ a 1  t c > ~ ~ h i e i  Ctllu sew1 exam~le!~ 50 fat- t ~ t - ~ e c j ,  me [~f.wRich i s  CTI 
piece. Although use i s  allesed t o  run from 13 t o  18 APril, 1898, only two 
dws have actual l~ been reported. Two reports. showed use at  18.0 and 19.0 on 
13 APri 1 and f i ve  reports showed use f r o  14XI t o  22.0 on 15 APri 1. So far  
there i s  no. note of  use on 14 &ri l', a Wednesdw. The report of  18 APri 1 came 
fro the la te D r  Matthew Carstairs who either had, or had..s,een,. a photograph of 
such use. The 18th was Sunday so use would have been unusual but not 
imwssible. It i s  interesting t o  see that 9-2, which was used i n  tandem with 
6-1, showed use fo r  13-15 APri 1 and one isolated example on card dated 18 
Apri 1 (1 3-01 . It wi.1 1 be recal led that 6-1 and 9-2 were used as standby dies 
whi l e  the Montreal type 7 flags were being converted t o  t v ~ e  8. Die V of type 
8 i s  recorded i n  operation on 14 Apr i l ,  dies 1.11&111 on 15 W r i l  and die I V  
on 16 Apri 1 . Die V I  . however, has not been -noted.;before 19 APri 1 ; i t was 
s t i l l  i n  t v ~ e  7 form on 15 A p r i l  a t  14.0. Thus, use of  the standby dies after 
15 April seems unnecessary, expect a t  a peak period, which makes the isolated 
appearance (s) on 18 Apr i  1 even more unusual , as it was a Sunday. 

9-2. The f lag  was used i n  tandem with 6-1. but appears t o  be a l i t t l e  more 
plent i fu l ,  with 13 sightings t o  date, mostly i n  the peak period. Four are 
noted on 13 Apr i l ,  f i ve  on 14th, three on 15th and the one mentioned 
~reviously,  on 18 APril, at 13.0. It does seem l i ke l y  that neither 6-1 nor 9- 
2 were used on 16/17 April. 

7-16. , With 24 confirmed reports in, perhaps the Toronto 'GI i s  s l ight ly  less 
scarce than some of us thought. Use i s  f a i  r l ~  evenly spread between the two 
dws of  use, from 13.0 t o  23.0 on 10 Ausust and 11.0 t o  23.0 on 11 Ausust. 
When f i r s t  introduced, the dater showed the date as '01 ' instead of  ' l o ' ,  th is  
a t  13.0; by 14.0 the error had been corrected, two examles have been noted. 

7-17. The 'H'  f l as  has alwws seemed scarcer than the 'G ' ,  probably due to  an 
apparent l y  shorter span of use (25 hrs) . The returns bear th i s  out with 13 
conf i rmed reports, about ha1 f those of Toronto ' G ' . Use seems t o  have been 
confined solely t o  peak periods, only 18.0 i s  reported fo r  10 Ausust and 18- 
19.0 fo r  11 Ausust. 

8-23. 0 - 1 1 ~  six confirmed w o r t s  of  th is  one and one more probable, two of 
them on piece. This makes 8-23 scarcer than 1-1. R w r t e d  use i s  confined to  
just eight hours, from 15.0 t o  23.0 on 23.2.98. 

8-3. The Hamilton ' G '  has always seemed pretty elusive and th i s  i s  confirmed 
with only ten reports t o  hand. The recorded span i s  12-15 March, 1898, but no 
example of 13 March (Sunday) has been noted and only one i s  recorded for 15 
March, at 9am. The bad news for  the purists who collect flags only on f u l l  
cover i s  that seven of the ten m r t s  are on card and two are on fronts (one 
i s  re-backed), so there's only one cover t o  so round! 

13-1 . The ~ o ~ u l a r  and wi t e  scarce Victoria f las  showed UP 18 times and 
occurrence i s  we1 1 spread over the 15 days from 8 t o  22 August, 1901 . Only 
four days are 'Missing' -11/12 and 16/17 (11th was a Sunday). I have heard 
tell c ~ f  a 7 August date but have not seen it. Three of the reported cards 
(a1 1 22 Ausust) are addressed t o  Miss MaY Ch>~enheimer of Portland, usa; they 
are attract ive photoview cards and were probably sent as ~ostcards for  Miss 



0 's  czrl l~tit:r~. Vw OM exawle Just tias the note CI-I the messae side - "From 
Victoria B.C. 22.8.01 " and a siaiature. Ocldlu, three of  the elevwi covers atx 
addressed t o  the Postmaster i n  Seattle and one t o  the Post Off ice i n  Seattle. . . 
INVERTS 8 .. 
Montreal tm 7. A1 1 s i  x dies are reported inverted; 7-3A & 7-5A on1 Y one 
report of each, 7-44 shows two different dates, 7-6A, three exarrples on two 
dif ferent dates, 7-8A, three examples on three dif ferent dates and 7-7A, four 
examplesall on the samedau (25.9.97) with a time span 15.0 t o  24.0. This 
l a t te r  nine hour span i s  the longest noted fo r  any one incident o f  inversion. 

Montreal t m 8 .  Cmared too ther  f las  towns, Montreal seems t o  have been 
mighty careless, with no less than 26 examples of  inversion of  t v ~ e  8 t o  so 
along with the 14 noted fo r  tm 7! Only one example of  each of 8 4 ,  8-7A 
and 8-1 2A, whi le 8-8A and 8-9A are each recorded on two different dates, 
thoush there i s  some doubt about one of the 8-8As. 8-6A i s  noted on three 
dif ferent dates, with two examples on 26.7.98 one hour apart a t  18.0-19.0. 
Seven exawles o f  8-13A are recorded on three dif ferent dates, on 29.4.99 
three inversions are noted i n  the three hours from 17.0 t o  20.0. The 
champion, however, i s  8-11A with eight sightings on f i ve  dif ferent dates. 
Four of these are on 8.4.99 over a f i ve  hour span from 14.0 t o  19.0. Two 
others dates are 2.3.00 and 7.3.00; i s  i t  wssible that an invert went 
unnoticed f o r  f i ve  days? - unlikely. 

A 

The mrt of 2.3.98 fo r  die I1 i n  the Handbook* was a tm, it should have 
read 2.3.00. The r e ~ ~ r t  of 8.4.99 fo r  die I1 i n  the Handbook* i s  now agreed 
t o  refer t o  die V. Richardson reported two  unal located inversions dated 
29.4.98 and 22.12.99. Neither of these dates showed i n  the returns but there 
were three reports of 29.4.99 and three of  2.12.99, which sussests either 
t m s  or m i  s m r t i n g .  

Hami 1 ton type 8. Cblu two isolated exarwles have been recorded so far ,  both 
are die B (8-214) . 
Ottawa tm 6. Only one single exawle of inversion i s  recorded. 

Toronto tm 8. With the same nurrber of machines as at Montreal, i t  i s  
surprising that Toronto only appears t o  have slipped UP once with the i r  t m e  
8s (and not a t  a l l  with tm 7); two examles of 8-17A, the ' A '  die, ar-e 
recorded for the same date and time -m 17.12.98 (15.0). 

Toronto type 12. Just two exawles of 12-ZA, the 'E "  flas, are noted on 
separate dates. The report i n  the Handbook* of the die 'D '  inversion i s  
incorrect i t  should read ' E n .  

THE NON-FLAGS 
References from the Handbook* 

Mla. Whi7st not a howling rar i ty ,  i t  was f e l t  t o  be instructive t o  examine 
this, the f i r s t  of a1 1 the machine markings in (:anada. The 27 exam~les - 
recorded show a break i n  the middle of the 12 d w  period of use, with no 
reports from 15 t o  18.3.96 inclusive (15th was a Sunday). Maybe the machine 



$1-qke dt~~wr-~, 111t~ at hetwi se had f 111 he ad.icrste:i, mh4je t hetx wt-e two separate 
t r i a l  periods or maybe we have just insuff icient .. data. 

M3b. Originally lo& i n  the ljandbook* as used from 10.3.97 t o  6.4.97, i t  i s  
now known t o  have been used i n  two  discrete periods, 10-18.3.97 and 30.3- 
6.6.97. For the f i r s t  period there were seven reports and the late date of 18 
March did not show. Two reports each were fo r  10,11 and 12 March and one was 
fo r  the 15th. 13 March was a Sundw. 

For the second period there were either one or  two reports for  each day (three 
on Friday 2nd) except 1 A ~ r i  1 and 4 Apr i  1 (Sunday) . 
rCc Hamilton. With only two covers and two cards recorded, th is  i s  one of the 
scarcest Bickerdike cancellations; recorded use i s  confined t o  14.3.98(18.0) 
t o  15.3.98Cll .S), the 14th was a Monday. 

M6Toronto. A glanceat the s tat is t ica l  tabie w i l l  show that among these 
elusive bar cancels we have, provisional ly, the scarcest regular Bickerdike 
cancels; dies E & F produced only three reports each. However reference to  
my own notes shows that several o f  the earl iest/ latest dates/times I have had 
reported i n  the past did not show UP i n  the survey, including die C on 6.2.0'2. 
This should mean that there are a few more of these about, though they do not 
show UP very often! The Handbook* records, i n  note (i on ~64 ,  that die C was 

r‘ m r t e d  on 13 A p r i l  1902; t h i s  should have been 19 Apr i l ,  1902(20.S);. die B 
has also shown UP dated 20.2.02(12.0). A t  f i r s t  glance these la te dates are 
odd as the Bickerdikes were replaced a t  Toronto by an International machine on 
4 February, 1902. k e  assumes they were not removed inmediately and that one 
or more was pressed into service when the occasion demanded. 

INVERTS 
k e  might expect t o  f ind more of  the bar cancels inverted than the flags, i n  
~ercentase terms, as the error wculd be less readily swtted, however7, there 
are not many about. 

M5. O f  the nine reported, four are on 9.8.01 with a one hour time span f r o m  
18.0 t o  19.0. l l iree of  these are ~ostcards t o  the same addressee, a Miss 
Lissack of London, M .  Single exarwles are reported fo r  four other dates. 
m e  other date has been reported t o  me i n  the past but i t  did not show i n  the 
cclrrent invest i sat i on. 

M6 Montreal. ( 3 1 ~  two reports received for two dif ferent dates; one i s  die B, 
the other i s  not known as the c r i t i c a l  part of the cancel i s  o f f  the cover. 
k e  other report has been received i n  the past but does not feature i n  the 
current survey. This was possibly a die A, but it was not clear t o  the 
r -e~or ter  . 
EXPERIMENTAL MACHINE (GEARY?) 
X2a (6 Jan t o  28Jan, 1902). Thenine reports received indicate the 

n ~ o s s i b i l i t v  o f  two dist inct  periods of use. Dates noted are 6,s & 9.1.02 and 
r; ;. t.-),24 & 28.1.02; t h i s  might explain the relat ive scarcity of th is  mark which 
original IY appeared to  have been used for  2 weeks. 



- 
X2t:j CLc F&I tt:, I F :  1 S , The two e x f t - ~ ~  def e:3 hew r:#li u featlured in  the 
survev as backstaws or t rans i t  marks and have not been included i n  the nine 
recorded appearances. Backstam~s of 3.2.02 and. 5.2.02 are a1 so recorded but 
not included. Asain there i s  a ~ o s s i b i l i t y  6.f two periods of use within the 
12 days noted. Dates noted areSe&.'6.2.02 and 10,11 81 14.2.02; Sunday f e l l  on 
9 February. Paucity of material may, of  course, be the reason fo r  the sap. 

X3. We enter the realms of  exotica here with only two examples of th is  
s t r ik ing (but ugly) cancellation, one of  which i s  one piece. They are both 
dated 1.5.02 and are four hours apart. 15-19.0. 

X5a. Even more exotic, t h i s  cancel, which looks l i k e  X5 but has nine lines, 
i s  represented by just one exampl e, one cover, dated 2.5.0'2. 

X4a. This variant o f  X4 was f i r s t  reported i n  'The Line Canceller' some Years 
a m  and I have been try ing t o  t i e  i t  down ever since. There are one or two 
clear examles with bars that are demonstrably shorter than those of X4. 
Lhfortunately there are also several o f  indeterminate length due t o  sliwase, 
Poor registration etc. The possible X4 as are grouped around the period 3- 
6.6.02 and I have photocopies o f  seven of  them, but the lengths ran- from 1 
718" t o  2 114". A t  th is  stage I am not able t o  reach a firm conclusion. 

No voluntarv survey of f lag  etc. material, held by collectors, i s  ever going 
t o  give the c m l e t e  picture, there w i l l  always be the odd i tem held by a 
collector whose prime interests are other than flags. The response t o  the 
survey i t s e l f  was, i n  some ways, disappointing, as barley one th i rd  of the 
group membership responded. I realise that some members w i l l  consider the i r  
col lect ims i f  insuff icient i m r t a n c e  but, i n  view of the small nurrbers 
available of the scarcer flags etc., even one w o r t  can change the picture. 
Thus the s tat is t ics  and foresoins notes must be regarded with some 
reservation; there are further examples held which do not appear i n  the 
survey. I f  you d id  not c m l e t e  the suestionnaire then you are asked, once 
again, t o  send one t o  me or  otherwise report your holdings of the i terns under 
review. Remember, time addressee and any other ident i fving factors are 
essential so that I do not count twice the prize that you won at auction a few 
Years am. Meanwhile thanks, on behalf o f  the Group, t o  those who did take 
part; I h o ~ e  that the results w i l l  prove of  some interest t o  a l l .  

* ' The Earl Y Rapid Cancel 1 i ng Machines of Canada ' , D. F . Sessions, 1982 



STATISTICAL SUI"IMARY 

FLAGS 

Reference Covers Cads Fronts Pieces Total 
. . 

1-1 (unlettered) 4 * a . I  - 3 8* 
* excludi ns 'proof ' exawl e of 18 March 1896 a t  3: 30am. Fl ass Cancel Bull e t i  n 
V O ~  .4 ~ 3 .  

1-8(die K) 9 4 - 3 1 6* 
* excludes ' proof ' exawl e of 32.4.96 at  4: 155am and part cancel on stamp. 
Richardson Handbook ~ 8 .  

3- 1 8 4 .. 1 13 - 
(2-8.12.96) 
3- 1 6 1 - - 8* 
(28-31 .12.96) 
* nature of one im~ression not known. 
3- 1 2 2 - - 4 
(1-4.01.97) 

The last  two entries probably constitute a continuous 'run' and so should be 
taken t e t h e r  as we do not sewrate the Years for  other f lag dies that run 
over a Year end. 
Recorded date of 28.12.96 did not show i n  the survey so i t  i s  not included i n  
the count. No m r t s  receivied fo r  31 . I2 or 1.01. 

4-1 (die 1 /dater X) 4 - - 3 7 

The covers, a t  least, appear t o  be commercial use. 

4-4 (Ottawa Flas/X) 14 - - 11  25* 
* Two othercovers noted but not posible t o  ascertain whether already included 
i n  the nine r m r t e d .  A l l  are t i r ed  5.0 and a l l  bar two are 20.6.97, the 
others are 22.6.97. Believed phi la te l ic  - a l l  are unaddressed, bar one which 
i s  duly backstarwed. 

The above Type 4s exclude an exarwle, on piece, of the Ottawa Flag with 
Montreal dater Y, dated 1 .5.97 at  12: "45. The date suggests proofing status 
rather than phi latel ic.  



7 

Reference Covers Ca tds Frotits Pieces Total 

5-1 (10-15 July) 25 6 3 16 .F;V 
* excludes a number of blocks of Jubilee stams bearins th is  cancel with, 
usuallu, 13.7.97 date. Most, i f  not a l l  the p i k e s  are believed phi latel ic.  
Also excluded i s  a  roof' s t r i i e  Washington DC/June 15/11-0/1897 found i n  J. 
Brooks Young ' s notebook. 

5-18(14 Aug) 6 - - 1 7* 
* A t  least ten others have been noted but, as a1 1 are same date, time and 
adressee (Baker), duplication cannot be eliminated. A l l  are phi latel ic.  

5-lC(16-18 AUS) 7 - - - 7* 
* 15 other covers have been noted, see not above r e  d u ~ l  icat ion. No m r t  
was received of  18 August. 

Exam1 e of  5-1 dated 1 1 -10 -97 (1 5-01 , cancel 1 ins 5c Bi 1 1 Stamp on addressed 
cover, has not been included. 

Also not included i n  the T m  5 f i w r e s  are a number of pieces and blocks 
dated 23 July(l2-O) - a l l  phi latel ic.  

7-1 6 10 9 2 3 24* 
* Four others reported but duplication cannot be eliminated. m e  additional 
report on s taw.  

7-1 7 8 3 - 3 1 3* 
* Two additional reported, duplication cannot be eliminated. Five additional 
rewr ts  on stams. 

8-3 2 7 1 - 10 
One cover i s  rebacked front. 

8-23 2 2 - 2 6 
Ed. - see note by T. E. Almond i n  th i s  publication. 

13-1 11 6 - 1 18 
I n  conversation, Frederick Langford has said he has logged some two dozen 13- 
1s over the years. 



Reference Covers Cards Fronts Pieces Total 
INVERTS 

T Y P ~  6 (Ottawa) 1 - - - 1 
, * , % 

6 6 T Y P ~  7 (Montreal) • I .. - 2 14 

TYW 8 W?mtreal) 15 1 1  - - 26 

Type 8 (Hamilton) 2 - - - 2 

T Y P ~  8 (Toronto) 1 1 - - 2 

Type 12 - 2 - - 2 

NCN-FLAGS 

M-4 (Hamilton) 2 2 - - 4 

M-6 (Toronto) 
A 2 1 - - 4* 
* Awaiting detals on m e  report. 
B 3 3 1 - 7 
One 'cover' i s  a re-backed front. 
C 5 2 1 - 

- - - 
8 

D 4 5* 
* Awai ti ng detai 1 s on one report. One ' cover ' i s a re-backed front . 
E 2 1 - - 

- - 
3 

F 2 1 3 

M-5 (INVERT) 4 5 - - 9 

M-6 (INVERT) 1 1 - - 2 
The card i s  die B. Die le t ter  cannot be seen on cover as cancel runs o f f .  

X 2  (a) 4 5 - - 9 
X2 (b) 4 3 - 2 9 
* m e  further report but duplication cannot be eliminated. 

X 3  - 1 - 1 2 
cancel on piece i s  incomplete. 

X~EI 6 2 - - 8 
Identi f icat ion i s  incmclusive - see text .  



UPDATE 53-1 4 

NORTH BAY ENLIST NCSI, 
NEW EARLY DATE MAf?CH 1 , 1 943 

John Robertson has located the above iwression which cmf  i rms the theory that 

To i l l u s t r a t e  Type 5 on s tam and blocks not recorded i n  the survey a page .? frm J.N. Sissons Inc. Auction of May 18, 1982. 
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How Scarce Can You Get? 
Tom Almond 

The responses to David Sessions' recent survey of the flag and non-flag rarities indicated that 
type 8-23, the Toronto G, was the scarcest of all the regular flags. Only 2 covers, 2 cards and 2 
pieces were reported, all dated 23 February 1898. I have studied photocopies of 5 of these and 
I have concluded that the above statement understates the demand for 8-23 as there are in fact, 
two distinct types. The illustrations clearly demonstrate that the flag is paired with the two 
different daters. One of these is normally to be found with the Die C flag and the other with the 
Die D flag. 

Looking at the letters of "TORONTO", the key points of comparison are: 

C Dater First "T" points to middle of "F" of "FEB"; 
"R" is narrow; 
Third "0" is round. 

D Dater First "T" points to top of "F" of "FEB"; 
"R" is wide; 
Third "0" is squat. 

The time marks of the daters are as follows: 

C Dater 1900, 1900 and 2300. 

D Dater 1500 and 1700. 



1939 ROYALITRAIN FLAG CANCELS 0 

The Royal Train left Quebec at about 9 : 3 0  AM on May 18. Although May 18 English Flag 
Cancels are known from Montreal with 5 PM and 9 PM time markings and French ones with 
1 PM, 6 PM and 9 PM time markings, May 18 Flag Cancels from Quebec are rare. ? 

I : , .  Honourable Norman A. McLarty, BoAo, K.C., M.P., 

Above is the first reported French Mai 18 Flag Cancel from Quebec showing a 9 AM time 
marking. It recently surfaced in an auction. 

~ A few examples of the Quebec May 18 English Flag Cancel with an 8 AM time marking are 
known. This cover has the Chateau Frontenac logo and name embossed on the reverse. 



BNAPS Flag Cancel Study Group 
Statement of Revenue and Expenses 

For the 12 Months Ending December 31, 1994 

Revenues 

Prepaid 1994-95 Membership Dues $ 23.23 
Current 1994-95 Membership Dues . . 195.95 
BNAPS Subsidy for the Flag Pole * ' " 112.00 
Bank Interest 1.39 
Gifts from Tom Washington ($70 US) & Bob Heasman ($10 Cdn) 106.25 

Total Revenues 438.82 

Expenses 

Flag Pole - Printing and North American Distribution costs 
for three issues (December issue mailed in 1995) 93.82 

Treasurer's ,office expenses 14.16 
Bank service charges 1.50 

Total Expenses 109.48* 

Net Surplus 329.34 

Deferred membership due payments to be used for 
1996 and 1997 membership fees 

Surplus from prior years 

Total Funds on Hand as of December 31, 1994 

Funds on Hand Consist of: 

Cash on Hand (Doug Lingard) 15.00 
Bank Balance 800.22 

Total $815.22 

* No amounts were advanced to other study group officers in 1994 and thus no 
expenses are reported. 

Prepared by 
Doug Lingard (Treasurer) 
February 4, 1995 




