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NEW EDlTORS FIRST MESSAGE 

I  h a v e  been t h ink ing  a b o u t  t h i s  f i r s t  message f o r  s e v e r a l  months now and  I  am 
s t i l l  u n c l e a r  a b o u t  what  I  shou ld  s a y .  But if don't s t a r t  I w i l l  n e v e r  f i n i s h ,  s o  
h e r e  goes. 

I mus t  beg in  by pay ing  a t r i b u t e ,  on  beha l f  of  a l l  members o f  t h e  F l a g  Cancel 
S t u d y  Group, to Doug Lingard,  my p r edeces so r .  He h a s  produced f o u r  s u p e r b  
n e w s l e t t e r s ,  which have  g iven  o u r  s t u d y  g roup  a n  enormous boos t .  I u s e  t h e  word 
"producedu d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  n o t  on ly  h a s  Doug e d i t e d  t h e  F lag  Pole ,  b u t  h e  h a s  a l s o  
produced  many o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  pub 1 i shed  in i t  . For t una  te ly t h e r e  are ind ica  t ions 
t h a t  h e  h a s  o t h e r  major a r t i c l e s  in t h e  p i p e  l ine.  H i s  w i l l  b e  a  v e r y  d i f  f  i c u l  t a c t  
t o  f o l l ow .  

You may be  wondering why a v e r y  new member of  t h e  F l a g  Cancel  S tudy  Group should  
be  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  job o f  e d i t o r .  A t  t lmes ,  I  a l s o  wonder.  From t h e  p o l n t  o f  view 
o f  t h e  F l ag  Cancel  S t u d y  Group, I a p p e a r  t o  have one  major q u a l i f  i c a t  ion - I 
v o l u n t e e r e d .  Whlle I have  no  e x p e r i e n c e  as  an  e d i t o r  o r  as a n  a u t h o r  o f  major, o r  
even  minor ,  a r t i c l e s ,  I am keen t o  a t t e m p t  t h e  job. 

P e r s o n a l l y  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  i s  impor tan t  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much r e s e a r c h  
l e f t  t o  do. If  t h e  g r o u p  i s  t o  f l o u r i s h  an  informat  i ve  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  v i t a l .  Th i s  
w i l l  e n a b l e  in format fon  t o  be  exchanged on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  C l e a r l y  t t  should  
p r e s e n  t  major,  c a r e f  u  1  ly r e s ea r ched  a r t  i c  l e s ,  b u t  1  t shou  ld a l s o  p r e s e n t  s n  tppe t s  
o f  i n fo rma t ion  s u c h  a s  news, r e p o r t s  o f  f i n d s ,  new d a t e s  etc. 

I  p l a n  t o  p u b l l s h  q u a r t e r l y ,  in June ,  September ,  December and  March b u t  I w i l l  
need  m a t e r i a l  in o r d e r  t o  produce a worthwhile  p u b l i c a t i o n .  In vlew o f  p o s t a l  
d e l a y s ,  p r e s s u r e  o f  work e t c .  i t  i s  b e s t  i f  you s end  m e  m a t e r i a l  d i r e c t ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  v i a  Doug o r  Bob. I '  w i l l  be  d e l i g h t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a n y t h i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  i s  
f  i t  to p r i n t .  A t  p r e s e n t  I am underwhelmed wi t h  m a t e r i a l ,  [ am s u r e  t h i s  can  be 
rect if l ed .  

T h i s  i s s u e  c o n t a i n s  m a t e r l a l  p redominant ly  from t h l s  s i d e  of  t h e  At l e n t  l c  and  i t  
h a s  been de layed  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks ln t h e  hope t h a t  more ma t e r  i a l  would a r i s e .  I 
t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  w i l l  be more cosmopol i tan  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  from many more 
s o u r c e s .  



ORAPM 88 REPORT 

Doug L h g a r d  
1 . 4  

Five  o f  us g o t  together to d i s c u s s  F lag  Cancels a t  t h i s  y e a r s  ORAPEX in Ottawa.  
Those p r e s e n t  were  Ron Kitchen, Wally Gutzman, Geoff Newman, Ray Horning h o t  a 
member) and Doug Llngard.  We were a l l  impressed with t h e  photocopies  o f  t h e  Larry 
Paige  e x h i b i t  which was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  review. Also it  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
expe r i ence  meet ing  o t h e r  p h i l a t e l i s t s  who sha red  t h e  same i n t e r e s t s ,  as most of 
u s  have  in f r equen t  con tact wi th  o u r  co l leagues .  

MA1 I HAVE YOUR ASSEZANCE PLEASE? 

David Sess tons 

While much o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  Royal Tour o f  1939 i s  a product  of 
f eve red  phi  la  tel ic imaginat ion,  t he  p o s t  o f f  i ce  o f f  i c i a  1s; Major G.W .Ross, A.W .Pasco 
and L.Gignac, were,  es f a r  as we know, reasonably  f r e e  from t a i n t .  

Three  postmark errors are known; two minor and one major. The n a t u r e  o f  t he  
e r r o r s  is such  t h a t  t hey  are unl ike ly  t o  have been p h i l a t e l i c a l l y  i n sp i r ed .  The 
minor e r r o r s  relate t o  t h e  misplacement o f  indic ia  in t h e  handstamps s o  d o  n o t  
concern u s  h e r e ;  t h e  major e r r o r  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  f l a g  c a n c e l l a t  ion and occur red  on 
22 May. On t h a t  day  t h e  French d a t e ,  22 Mai, was inadve r t en t ly  f i t t e d  i n t o  the  
Eng 1 i s h  d a t e r .  

Unusual dater error - "Mai" instead of "May" 

The e r r o r  h a s  been known f o r  a number of y e a r s  b u t  ve ry  few examples have 
s u r f a c e d .  The King and Queen were in Toronto on t h a t  day  s o  probably t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  done on the  Tra in  i t s e l f .  In l i s t  ing i t ,  Ed Richardson 



r e p o r t e d  both p o s s i b l e  ve r s ions  1.e. t he  French d a t e  in t he  English d a t e r  and vice 
v e r s a .  I have neve r  s e e n  a n  example of  t he  English d a t e  in t he  French d a t e r  and 
Graham I s  of  t h e  opinion t h a t  i t  does  n o t  e x i s t .  

Assuming the  error t o  be genuine ,  how qu ickly was i t  spo t t ed?  One a s sumes  t h a t  
t h e  wrong d a t e  was Inse r t ed  when the  post o f f  ice  commenced ope ra t ion  t h a t  day. 
Was t h e  error s p o t t e d  du r ing  the  day and co r rec t ed ,  o r  d i d  i t  r un  through u n t i l  
t h e  d a t e  was changed n e x t  day? 

I t  would be i n s t r u c t  ive  if members could check t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  and report 
examples of  t h e  Royal T ra in  f l a g  used on 22 May. P l ease  ind ica t e  whether  your 
example i s  'normal' o r  ' abnormal' and, if  the  l a t t e r ,  confirm t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  French 
d a t e  in t h e  Engl i sh  d a t e r .  In a l l  even t s ,  p l e a s e  ind ica t e  t he  t ime mark. 
Pho tocoples  would, o f  cou r se ,  be g r e a t  ly apprec ia ted if poss ib l e .  

THE ROYAL PURPLE 

Dav id Sess ions  

While on the  s u b j e c t  o f  t he  Royal Tour,  how about  t h e  pu rp le  f lag?  Tile s t o r y  i s  
wel l  documented as  t o  how the  in t en t ion  was t o  u s e  pu rp le  ink t o  c a n c e l  mail 
pos t ed  aboard t h e  t r a i n  and how i t  proved most u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when 
used in the  cance l l i ng  machine. 

Cancell ing of  FDC's s t a r t e d  a t  3 a m  on 15 May and t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  were 
soon noted.  Major Ross ordered  the  d e s t r u c t  ion of t he  cove r s  a l r eady  cance l l ed  but  
could  n o t  consign the  few r e g i s t e r e d  covers  a l ready processed  t o  ob l iv ion .  Thus 
the  s c a r c e  pu rp le  f l a g  should  e x i s t  only on r e g i s t e r e d  cove r s  timed a t  3 am on 15 
May. But I ,  and no  doubt  o t h e r s ,  have an example on ca rd ,  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a 
pos tmas te r ,  wi th  no s tamp a f f i x e d .  

I -  

THE POSTMASTEEI.' - . .. . , . ( _ .  . .  I 
: - 

 OLED DO, ONT. 
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-9 Was t h e  c a r d  pos tmarked  a s  a f a v o u r  t o  t h i s  (and o t h e r )  p o s t m a s t e r s  or was  t h e  
i n t e n t  Ion t o  s e n d  a s a m p l e  t o  a l l  p o s t m a s t e r s ?  I t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a b o u t  a 
d o z e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i t e m s  s u r v i v e d  t h e  d e s t r u c t l o n  and I h a v e  n o t  y e t  been a b l e  t o  

.A 
a c q u i r e  one .  I wonder how many o f  t h e  ' f avour '  c a r d s  e x i s t ?  If you h a v e  a n  example  
o f  e i t h e r  a r e g l s  t e r e d  c o v e r  o r  a c a r d  w i t h  t h e  p u r p l e  f l a g ,  then  I s h o u l d  welcome - 
a n o t e .  If you are r e p o r t i n g  a c a r d  t h e n  a n o t e  of t h e  a d d r e s s e e  would a l s o  b e  
welcome. 

ROYAL TRAIN CANCELLATIONS, PART 2 

Tom Almond 

A s  a f o o t n o t e  t o  t h e  above  a r t i c l e ,  I would a l s o  l ike  t o  p a s s  on Graham Noble's 
v i e w s  on t h e  d e s t r u c t l o n  o f  c o v e r s  w i t h  p u r p l e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s .  .In a l e t t e r  h e  
wrote:-  

" A s  to t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  a l l  b u t  t h e  p u r p l e  r e g  l s t e r e d  c o v e r s  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  I d o  
n o t  e x a c t l y  know what  happened. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  known p u r p l e  
c o v e r s  a r e  e i t h e r  r e g i s t e r e d  o r  s p e c i a l  d e l i v e r y  i tems,  b u t  I d o  n o t  know If t h a t  
was  d u e  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  be ing  d e s t r o y e d ,  or whether  t h e y  dec ided  t o  s t a r t  t h e  
p r o c e s s  w i t h  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  i tems.  I r a t h e r  think t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  t h e  case f o r ,  
w h i l e  r e g i s t e r e d  c o v e r s  cou ld  n o t  be  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e r e  was no  r e a s o n  why t h e  
s p e c i a l  d e l i v e r y  items could  n o t  h a v e  been rep laced .  P e r h a p s  more i m p o r t a n t l y  I 
h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a RT c o v e r  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a n  o f f  i c i a l  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  n o r  h a s  
a n y  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  in  a l l  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  and  I h a v e  l o c a t e d  e v e r y  
a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  Royal V i s i t  a n d  I have  examined o v e r  3,000 c o v e r s .  The 
ma ter i a  1 exam ined i n c l u d e s  a 11 t h e  l e a d i n g  c o  1 l ec  t ions  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  formed 
con te rnporan ious ly  w i t h  t h e  v i s i t  and  two i n s i d e  c o l l e c t  i o n s  formed by o n e  o f  t h e  
RT p o s t a l  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  PO r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  q 

p o s  ta 1 se rv ice . "  

Does anyone  o u t  t h e r e  h a v e  in format ion  t h a t  can throw some l i g h t  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  w h a t  r e a l l y  happened? Why n o t  w r i t e  t o  FLAG POLE a b o u t  i t ?  

J u s t  to e n d  t h i s  Royal T r a i n  sect ion,  I have  Included a copy o f  a c o v e r  w i t h  a 
Royal  T r a i n  f l a g  ( n o t  p u r p l e )  u s e d  a s  a r e c e i v e r .  The a d d r e s s  i s  s i m p l y  "Royal 
T r a i n ,  Canada", so i t  may b e  a n  example o f  " fevered  p h i l a t e l i c  imagina t ion"  o n  t h e  
p a r t  o f  p o s t  o f f i c e  o f f i c i a l s .  I t  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how o f t e n  t h e  machine 
c a n c e l  w a s  u s e d  as a r e c e i v e r .  I would b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  o f  s i m i l a r  
i t e m s  in  member's c o l l e c t i o n s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  d a t e ,  t ime and  w h e t h e r  t h e  French  o r  
Eng 1 i s h  f l a g  c a n c e  1 la t ion was used .  



THAT -ME 'K' 

. David Sessions 

I t  I s  g e n e r a l l y  assumed t h a t  t h e  rare Type 1 f l a g ,  d i e  'K' o f  Mont rea l ,  was 
s u p p l i e d  as  a r e s e r v e  d i e ,  a l ong  w i t h  r e g u l a r  d l e s  'A'  to 'F', in 1896 .  I t  I s  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  we s h a l l  e v e r  know why 'Kg .and n o t  'G' w a s  s e l e c t e d .  O u t  o f  i d l e  
c u r i o s i t y  I s o u g h t  to a s c e r t a i n  which f l a g  d i e  was r ep l aced  d u r l n g  t h e  s e v e n  d a y s  
t h a t  d i e  ' K t  was in s e r v i c e .  

T h i s  s h o u l d  have  been s imp le  enough,  t h e  d a t e r s  have minor d i f f e r e n c e s  so one  
on ly  n e e d s  to match t h e  'K' d a t e r  w i t h  one  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  and t h e  problem i s  
s o l v e d .  But t he  'K' d a t e r  d o e s  n o t  match any  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  1896 d a t e r s !  One must  
t h e r e f o r e  assume t h a t  a s p a r e  d a t e r  was  a l s o  supp l i ed .  Meanwhile to answer  t h e  
q u e s t  ion we mus t  app ly  a p roce s s  o f  e l im lna  t lon. I have n o t e d  d i e  'A' o n  4 Sep ,  d i e  
'E' o n  8 Sep and d l e  'F' on 4, 5 and 8 Sep;  h a s  anyone g o t  examples  o f  d l e s  'B', 'C' 
o r  'D' used  in t h e  c r  i t  ica  1 p e r  lod 3 t o  9 Sep? 

What I s  even  more i n t r i g u i n g ,  a s  Bob Heasman h a s  po in t ed  o u t ,  is t h a t  t h e  'K' 
d a t e r  matches  t h a t  u sed  a t  t h e  beg in ing  of  December in  t h e  t r i a l  o f  t h e  
B icke rd ike  machine. While i t  i s  known . t h a t  t h e  Bickerdike machine was  o n l y  r e a l l y  
a n  lmproved v e r s  lon o f  t he  Imperla 1 machine,  t he  companies were  compet fng f o r  a 
c o n t r a c t  and i t  seems odd t h a t  a d a t e r  was n o t  s u p p l i e d  f o r  t r ia l  pu rpose s .  In 
f a c t  t h e  'K'  d a t e r  was  on ly  used  a t  t h e  beg in ing  of  December, a f r e s h  d a t e r  was 
u s e d  in  t h e  t r i a l s  a t  t h e  end of  December. 

The examples  below o f  t h e  lmper l a1  f l a g  d i e  'Kg and t h e  t r i a l  Bickerd ike  f l a g  have  
a common d a t e r .  Note t h e  break in  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  c i r c l e  j u s t  below t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  
a x i s  a n d  t h e  conformi ty  o f  l e t t e r i n g .  

,- 
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If not delivered wlthln 1 0  days. 

Return to P. 0. Box 2414, Montreal. 
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STANDARD LIFE A 



Earl ies t  recorded use o f  Bickerdike machine, 2 December 1896, 

SOETl4ING ELSE TO LOOK FOR 

David Sessions '1 

In e a r l y  1902 t h e  Type 8 f l a g s  o f  Hamllton had "02" in  i nve r t ed  commas in t h e  
d a t e r s ,  whe rea s  t h e  M6 b a r  d i e s  t h a t  succeeded  them in Feb rua ry  had  d a t e r s  
w i t h o u t  i n v e r t e d  commas. I t  would have  been r e a s o n a b l e  to assume t h a t  new d a t e r s  
we re  s u p p l i e d  w i th  t h e  new cance l l i ng  d i e s .  Maybe they  were ,  b u t  M6 d i e  A h a s  n o t  
y e t  been r e p o r t e d  b e f o r e  3 Feb. 0 2  and  on 3 1  J an .  0 2  we f i n d  t h e  Type 8 f l a g ,  d i e  
A w i t h  t h e  new s t y l e  d a t e r .  An example o f  t h e  f l a g  on  29 Jan .  0 2  shows  t h e  
o r  i g  ina  1 d a  ter . 

One wonders  i f  t h e  same phenomenon might  b e  found in  connec t  ion w i t h  d i e  B. So  
f a r  no  Type 8 f l a g ,  d i e  B, h a s  been no t ed  a f t e r  21  Jan .  0 2 ,  whi le  t h e  e a r l i e s t  M6 
d i e  0 is 7 Feb. 02 .  The re  i s  16 days  unaccounted f o r  h e r e  and t h e  chance  o f  a n  
i n t e r e s t i n g  v a r f e  t y  t o  match d i e  A.  

CANADA 
THE ADDRESS TO €3 
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NEW MEMBERS 

We are p leased  t o  welcome 3 new members t o  t h e  group:- 

2 7  Wal te r  La Force ,  7 Wishing Well Cir. ,  Pen f i e ld ,  N.Y. 14526 .  

2 8  Daniel  G. Rosenbla t ,  3612 Wood Duck C i r c l e ,  S tock ton ,  Ca. 95207 

29  F red  Hollenbeck, 11341 Earlywood D r . ,  Da l las ,  Texas 75218 .  

Dan is t h e  E d i t o r  o f  Slogan Box, t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  BNAPS S logan  Cance l  S t u d y  
Group. 

Fred  is e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  1939 Royal T ra in  Cance 1s. 

NEW EDITORS SECOND MESSAGE 

Well,  a p a r t  from t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  nex t  s h e e t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  u n t i l  n e x t  
t ime .  I have n o t  l o s t  too  much h a i r  o v e r  t h i s  e d i t i o n ,  b u t  a s  t h o s e  who know m e  
r e a  1 ise I have 11 t t l e  t o  l odse  any  way. I t  h a s  been g r e a t  f u n  p r e p a r i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  
i s s u e .  Next t ime ,  g iven  twice  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i t  should  be  tw ice  t h e  fun!  



BNAPS Flag Cancel Study Group 
Statement o f  Revenues and Expenses 
For t h e  12 Months Ending Hay 31,1988 

Revenues 

1987-88 Membership Dues (25 paid-up members) $274.00 
BNAPS Subsidy 19.50 
Donations ( S t e i n h a r t ,  Heasman and Lingard @ $9 each) 27.00 
Bank I n t e r e s t  2.. 89 

To ta l  1987-88 Revenue 323.39 

Expenses 

Costs  of producing and d i s t r i b u t i n g  the Flag Pole: 

Flag Pole #1 (Typing $25, d i s t r i b u t i o n  $7.52) $ 32.52 
Flag Pole #2 (Typing $25, d i s t r i b u t i o n  $14.19) 39.19 
Flag Pole #3 (Typing $40, d i s t r i b u t i o n  $39.03) 79.03 
Flag Pole #4 (Typing $25,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  $28.61) 53.61 

To ta l  pub l i ca t ion  c o s t s  204.35 

Of f i ce  expenses ( inc luding  purchasing a 3 ho le  
punch, miscellaneous photocopying, envelopes,  
postage and bank s e r v i c e  charges) 29.76 

T o t a l  expenses 234.11* 

Net 1987 -88 Surplus 89.28 

A* : 
Deferred 1988-89 membership dues received i n  

1987-88 (21 pa id  up members) 
Deferred 1989-90 membership dues (one member) 

Tota l  Funds on Hand a s  of  May 31, 1988 

Funds on Hand Consist  o f :  

Cash on Hand (Tom Almond) $ 32.00 
Bank Balance 193.78 
To ta l  225.78 

* Any 1987-88 expenses incurred  by Tom Almond o r  Bob Heasman a r e  not  
included but  w i l l  be included i n  1988-89 expenses. 




