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JUST WHY the CANADIAN POSTAGE STAMP?

One of the commoncst questions regarding the Flag cancels of 1917
has to do with why the stamps and cairrzcls wers v<sed in the first place.
JAfter all the covers were supposedly “fras franked soldiers mail" from
‘erseas forces. (1917 ¥lag Cancels were of course also used on domestic mail).
When the mail arr ved at the FP0s and APOs it was sorted and that
destined for Canada wa: divided into bags, which were then sealed, tagged
and transmitted finally to the following exchange offices:- .

* Halifax, N.S. * Kingston * Winnipeg

* St. Jphn, N.B. * Toronto Medicine Hat & Nelson RPO
* Quebec * Hamilton Calgary & Vanccuver RPO

* Montreal * Lpndon * Vancouver

* Ottawa *¥ Victoria

(* indicates a 1917 Flag Cancel or Cancels are known)

Until July 28, 1917 it was necessary for thesa .excnange offices to
affix Canadian poustvage stamps tu ail stanpless ietters arrivine from the
overseas forces, and for these stamps to he cancelled. These stamps were
not paid for by the sender or the adressee, they were freecly applied by
the Canadian P.O. Department, beacuase of very confused clrcumstances.

1.) The Canadian Yorces in Great Britain wern treuzted the same as
British members of the army, - they were "at home' and therefore had to
either pay 1d postage, »r it was taxed (under UPU regulations) at the other
end. Since the Cancd.zn CGovernment considercd its forces "overseas" and not
at home, it decided tc solve the problem by applying the postage at the
gxchange office.

2.) The Canudian Forces in Frunce were stins suvject to British PO
regulations, and since no arrargements had been made with G.B. - again
the free postage was annlied,

N An agreement was reachcd with C.3., on July 20, 1917, and put into
iLfact July 28, 1917, permitiing frec franking of soldier's mail. Note
the cover illustrated here is dated July 27th!

So thanks to the comnfusing British-Caradian postsl nrrangemaents at
the time, Flag Cancel collectors have a8 source of cancels that would not
have otherwise benn available'
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A SOECIAL HEPHINT ARTICLIS

The following article is raprinted from June 1993 issue of POPULAR
STAMPS, and is made available to our readers since the original 1is not
avallable to most. Also see cur notes at end., __.

Victoria's Mystery Canceilation

7 7D
X OR/4 2\ PROV INCIAL by
PM L
[ © EXHIBITION

VICTORIA

; Reginald Nailrne
OCT.1.T05. ‘

The Victoria Post Office made use of a special cancellation in 1901
which today 1s among the rarast vahaudliall poscal marKings known to coliectoers,

This was a roller (1) type in the form of a flag, on which was super-
imposed a shield bearing the words "Provincial Exhibition, Victoria, Cct.

1 to 5¢ To the Teft was the regular circular dater. This cancel, along with
the almost exactly similar one (2) which was being used concurrsntly in
Toronto to publicize the fair they were holding there in August, happen to
be Canada's first advertising type cancellations. (And strangely enough,
Victoria was not to make use of another until nearly ten years (3) later).

It was obviously the intention, when the machine was first put intc use
during the early part of August, 1961, that 1t should continue to advertise
the Exhibition right un to its closing date of Oct, Sth, Fad this been done
Alie cancellation would have been fairliy common even today.

But for some mysterious reason, after being in operation for a little
over a week (4) it was suddenly discontlnued; and all the evidence points %o
its never naving been put into service afain. The result is that only avout
half a dozen aexamples of this cancellation are known to collectors today.(2).
You will not even find it listed In Jarrett's - In fact Fred had not heard
of it when the writer mentioned it to him a year or so ago.

It seems to have been first noted by Mr. Langford ot Pasadena, Cal.,
who probably is the greatest collector of Flag Cancellations in the world,
for he has over 6000 of them, though most of these are of course from U.5.
towns, He states that most of the few known are on covers or 1897 Jubilen
postcards addressed to the U.5., 2nd are in the hands cf American collect-
ors. His own specimen is on one of these cards, (6)

During 25 years of trading in Victoria the writer has from tims to
time had the opportunity of golng over several large accumulations of cor-
rospondence which included local letters with examples of postmarks for at
least every week of the first decade of the century. Yet not one of thesec
Flags showed up in any of them. 1t was after having given up all hope of
making a find, that one beauty turned up last fall among a batch of rubhish
that was brought in by an nld time resident. It was a lovely clean little
mourning cover, showing a superb strike dated Aug. 10 and is now in a well
xnown local collection.

Cnce in awhile portions of the cancellation are found on loose stamps,
though generally palrs are necessary to distinguish them. Even these arc
guite uncomnon,

o~ Various thepories have bean advanced to try to explain the sudden with-
awal of this cancellation (%), Just to make sure the Exhibition had not
besen called off for any reason, reference was made to newspaper files, but
these show that, on the contrary, it was prebably the most gala affair of
1ts kind in Vietoria's history, for it was opened by no less a personage
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TContinued from page 19)

than the Duke of Cornwall and York who, along with the Duchess, was mak-
ing a tour of Canada at the time, accompanled by Sir Wilfred Laurier and
many other notables. (The Duke of course, afterward became King George V)
7™  Another sugpgestion was that the cancellation may have been a local
.-oduction, unuathorized by the P.M.G. and that it was guashed when brougnt
to his attention., But it is practically certain that the roller (1) was
made by the same firm that turned cut the Toronto flag about the same time,
for they are almost identical.(1&2) To bear this out, Mr. Geodale has late-
ly made the remarkable discovery that the brass roller (1) 1s still in ex-
istance in the P.0O. Archives at Ottawal(7)

The most likely explanation 1s that the old timers on the postal staffl
here would look on the cumbersome roller, (which was of course hand oper-
ated), as a confounded nuisance,(l) as it would slow down handling of the
mail %D quite a noticeable degree. So perhaps after making a half-hearted
attempt to use it for a week or so (4) it may have been conveniently put
out of sight and forgotten., The only drawback to this explanation 1is that
surely the Exhibition Committee, after paying their good money for the gad-
get, would naturally complaln iney didn't getT their money's worth?

At this late date we can only make a guess, for it is unlikely we'll
sver know for sure.

* ok ok ok Kk
TYPE #5 on BLOCKS of JUBILEE Stamps
Following up the story started on Pzge 3 (January), — some early phil-
atelist must have prepared a nuaber of piecas for cancellation, all bear-
ing blocks of four of the Diamond Jubilee. These were cancelled on JUL 13,
1897 with Montreal Typs #5, and they bear the time marking of "15-0" in-
dicating 3:00 PM. Tpose we have recorded to date now include:-
#1 Ed Richardson #19 Bob Tromas #25 L.D.. Carns
- - yes
yas - yes
Bl n " - ves -
LOWE'S ENCYCLOPAEDIE of NORTH AMERICA
Generally speaking wa find this two volume set very worthwhile, after
a wait that even exceeded that of our Flag Handbook. It is comprehensive,
well illustrated, on excellent paper, and truly tries to live up to its
title of "Encyclopaedial It gives numerous referances which are generally
lacking in most philatelic works., However in it's treatment of Flag Cancels
o left & lot to be de-

~A¢ Diamond Jubilee
1t 1

6. Flag ‘Types sired. Wa would have
Pwa examples of over thirty known typas e i trated, el vitlreollector but not rige, glaul} sSup ;J:_ iaed them
1897 June — {C28] Usced at Montreal and Ottawa, date-stamp at Jeft, with some better draw-

1597 July 98 [C29] Usad at Montreal. ings, and more accuratae

data, however brief,
There are actually
over 50 types, not 20,
"Popular with collectors
but not rare'?? - what
does 1t take to be RARE?
1f by that is mea%t that
, . none are worth a $1,000
23 (2 perhaps they arg right,
but if rarity means an extreme dogree of scarcity, then there are at least
7 varietlies of which less than 15 copies are known, some of which only 2 or
>>re known., All 7 varietiss readily sell for above $100, on cover or card.
. A further note (C28) was used June thru Auguast, and(C29) in July-hug.
But these two which they illustrate are neither the carliest, nor the moest
attractive, nor the rarost, ‘
But again, the two-vclume set is in my philatelic library, and I surcly
would not be without 1t. 1t is a MUST for any student of BNA ﬁostal History.
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ADDITIONS to OUR MEMBEKSHIP DIRECTORY (Continued from pege 1)

33 965 SCOTT, Bernard P.0.Box 5145, Armdale, N.S. Can,
B3L L4M7,Dealer in BNA Cover materldl cancellations:

— illustrated advertlsing, patriotics, etc.

1501 HARRISON, Horace W. P.0.Box 5780, Pikesville, Md.

21206, Spaecialty - Registratlon Author "Canada' S
he°1°try System - 1927-1911", al 0 a specialist in
Postal otatlonery and Cancol)atlons, Large and Small
Gueens issues. 1974 recipient APS Luff{ Award.

35 479 CARN, L. Dorland 136 Whitley Road, Eastbourns,
ghsgox, G.E. BN22 ELT, interested in the wide scope
of Canuda postage isuuos. BNAPSer for 27 years!

NOW wirmR BACK to Pase 2 (January Issue)

Just when we seemed Lo have "buttoned up" the source of Day's
famcy cancel #290A with Larry Paige's card, showing the "receiving"
mark incorporating a small flag identica} with /#290A, now comes from

overseas the
photo report
from Mathew
Carstairs.
{is card as
shown here is
much earlier
than Paige's,
(= I 19 1896,

‘\.\\ ; & C \1)\1){) )ﬂ‘ ( u ]) _ﬂ(}/
S ’%‘ ) S L ‘_M :ﬁ_(_,f

¥

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SICE

; o . The cancel is
> P S T C v
s y PO so.-m v almost exuctly
( ’ ;) hS .+ like Larry's

™ // C//////‘/ /{O/C"/F " /(// , ._" in [lag features

but otherwise is

! ‘0/‘ y ~ % completely a
( ¥ . ,,.ff/ 4 B S v different deal,
\ ¢ BWON A G T R The card was
v B S \ ted -~ 4appar-
poste PP
P /. . ently posted at
/ // Toronto, . -
It bears

four strikes of this flag in VlOlet running in a diagonal line across
the upper right corner ol the card. Carstairs points out "it appears to
be a rolier! ‘e know notiing further al.out it, and Carstaivs has express-
ed some doubts about its genuinencss, So any information which would shed
some light would be helpful.

So which iz the source- Paige's "Recelving" or Carstairs' "itoller" -
or both? e

AMPENTION ALL FalMBoRD

nd Richardson hus cnourh letters te write, don't make him write aLy
more than is nccessary. (In onec week in ycbrudry alone he wrote 81).
don't wait for him to write to you, but send him & briefl personal ‘kLLL”
to form a basis for a write-up in the BULLETIN, Your stamp collecting
interests, philatelic ofiices held or honors, your other interecusts, any-
thing that would help introduce you to the rest of the wmcmbership.
~~ Also send him your ilaz Cancel VAN LIST, using Handbook nos. - and

Ju may list up to thirty (0) wants - free of charge.

BNALEX '75 - “he CGuild Inn - Tovonto, Canada - SiprTeMBER 18-19-20 1975
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Hew Dates ete, (Cont. from pase 22

5= 1 Brouwdon Age 12 Y449 May 6 1942
N 5%~ 2A Cailgary uwblT aug. 20 '41() ) July 6 '42
5% 4 mdmon Lo Sugss g Y Lx) ADE 9 v42
If_) ,- E) IJI.-' L.'.;_i I. Wehgl l].],i_,'
Grrolcen Div Dloage 1L - to vab, O ‘_ 3
5%= 6A Hamilton bic I ‘eb, 11 '42
Hub 17T _ July 35 142
5%=1% Horth Lattlelord vect. © '41(14) Hee, 10 4]
55— 1 {itchener itub T auvg. 19 41 Jan. 5 '4
Ta itchener llub 1Y MHarch 2% '42 Moy L9 '42  New Hub
55-20 sydney Aug. L7 141(Rr) June G a2
55-21 Toronto Bub I

Froken wvie - vtage L1 - o guly L, 1942

5%-21A Toronto-lub II
Broken Die - Stage It- to November 2, 1941

55=22 ruro Aug, 21 141 May 6 '42

H3%-2% Vancouver
Die I, ilub I aug. 4 '41(R) iflarech %1 142

5%-2%8 Jie IT ftub LIY June 24 '42 July 5 142
55=-25 Windsor Augz, 11 41 July 4 142

- 5%-26 Winnipeg Ilub I Aug. 5 41(R)  July 5 142
5%-2GA Winnipeg Hub II Sept. 2541 July 3 '42(R)
54-1 Montreal Hub T  Aug. 1 '41(R) July 4 '42
54-=1A ontreal Hub II Sept., 9 '41 May 28 142
54- 2  Quabec Aug. 12 41 July 3 42
62~ 1 Smith Falls May 22 '50(R) July 7 '50

71- 8 HMoncton - Missing Day leported - June 4th
T1-14 Vancouver should read 71L-15

Je will continue to make noev doete liste in uwtuzr s izocuer, ler-
haps by september we can make onc new masser list of all the changes.
5o keep the reports coming in.,

JUST WHICH I.0 THIS - the MAY or JUHP I,55Uu?
When we started out we intended this to be the June Issue, Then it
looked like we had material enough to go ahead and get the issue out a
month earlier, so in reality it became a lay issue, so we Jjust ended
up calling it the May June issue.
Our future schedule currently looks something like this:-
July - 9 pages
sept - 9 napes
Total issues for 1975 projected - 7
-\ Total nunber of papges - 48

Hovember - 4 pages

equal to 4 pages per month!

A Nod 1975 FPLAG CANCSL

he RA Stamp Club of Ottawa will aprain be offering a special Flag
Cancellation in connecction with its 1l4th annual exhibition which will
be held at the RA Centre, HMay %-4, Their special OxareXcachet covers
cancelled these two days will be available at 5b¢ each (3 for w1). We
susgest early order f[rom Viendy Bromley, % ORAYPEX '75 RA Centre, 2451
tiverside Dr., Ottawa, Ont., Canada, kau TXT,
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SKETCHES of STUDY GROUP MpeMBERS

— #2 Reimers (Ray) A, Peters

Just twenty-one years ago this month, Ray Peters, BNAPSer #1202,
joined the Society. lle has becen a familiar figure at most BNAPEX con-
ventions ever since, and served for a number of years as the Soclety's
Permanent Convention Chairman., Soms recent years Ray has had to fore-
go the conventions for health reasons, but those who attended BNAPEX
'"74 at Williamsburgh, Va., and the Fl(g Cancel Seminar, will know that
Ray was again presen% in {74

In his early collaecting days, Ray was philatellicly active in the
Detroit, Mich. area, and it was there where he first became interested
in Canzdian Flag Canccllations. In early 1958 he took early "retire-
ment" by selling out his wholegsale meat bu>1ne,q, and moved to Phoenix,
Arizona. Not enjoying Jdlenegs, he soon organized, and currently owns
and cperates the Phoorni Stamp o,

However Ray has always besn first and foremecst a collector. He
has built a very fine cocllection of early Canada, has an outstanding
collection of the Covers of the Vera Cruz occupation by the US during
the Wilson administration, and has always had a great liking for illus-
trated advertising covers of Canada, including those Pictorial R.R.
Cards., If it 1s attractive and unusual, you are apt to find it among
Ray's cover collectibns,

Ray 1s best known to Flag Cancel Ccllectors as one cf Ed Richard-
~~on's principal helpers with the Handbook, and owns an outstanding
Jllection of these, perhaps one of the best, which includes the all
too elusive #1-1 on full cover.

WHAT CAUSED IT?

We 1llustrate herewith an example of the Hamilton "A" #7-1 flag
cancel, showing an extra vertical lino between the two normal vertical
lines at the right end of the Flag. Other than this we can find noth-

e ey . Y, A - ——

q$ '
.h_?f‘/'m Rl i e R B .

- //7 ¢ 4. %

ing to indicate that this is a new die - in fact the only other ex-
ample we have seen, is dated Feb, 2, 1898 and the extra line is quite
indistinct., The illustrated @xample 1s dated Jan. 7, 1898, Wg have seen
examples of the normal #7-1 dated Jan. 5, 1898 and Jan. 21, 1898, We
~uld like Study Group members to check thair #7-1 examples and report
£ they have anytning like tho one shown above, We would like possible
explanations, '

BILL ROBINSONW'S WANT LIST cJ83O Cartier St., Vancouver, B. C VéeM 3A7Y
1.1 71-2  71-k 71-5 71-8 ~ 71-9  71-10° 71-11  71-1
71-13 71-15 71-17 72-1 Wo-1A  72-2 81-1 801 8o~ ?
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OUR REPKINT FEALTURE #2 _
Wa r@pani below for the beneflt of study FIOLD members, the ror’in-

1 :
ent porticn of an article which appeared in the Jnly-August issue of ~NA

TOPICS (1948). ALl appcars hera but the opaninre tA*en, and closing threa
paragraphs which aro irrelevant, or unnecessary for flag cancels.

THE ROYAL TRAIN POST OFFICE (May 15, 1939 %to June 19, 1039)
by R. A. Jamieson

In Canada the Royal Train Pnst Office was a al Post Office wit:
postmaster and all postal facllities, including two distinctive postmaris.
Wnen the train crossed at Niagara falils to the United States, it assumaed
the status of an R.P.O. prassing through threce postal JU”JadlCtiDnS, from
each of which different nfficials were in charrc.

In both Cunada and the United States two distinctive canceliatior:s
vare usaed ~ hané and machine. The same machine was used with dilfzroht
a]quo In Canada, hour markings appear on ail bun(o]"at’on:, but not 7o
in the United States. The mdrking history of the Rn/a] Train P C covers

thi rfwr_dha (19‘\}"" Ir. Corada ths various hrar morks ?

ieties for bobth tho hand and machine postmarks. (o 117u on page 1)

The first goal of the collector 1s to get tne Ut 1rty nne day mari-
ings. Then no may go into the hour marks; here the goine realix ﬁGtS tourk
but not too tough as some days had only one hour mark. Other days, Jike
the First Day, show ﬂarkjnyc for almost every hour. May 17th, the day of

the actual arrival at Quebec City, has the minute markings as well (i0:30
A.M.) This is, as far as I know the only instance of such a marxing.

One one day only, June 1llth, the Post OFTiPo onorotnd in veth Canada
and U.5. Barly in the morning of that day, the oygl T.ain cros ed Trom
the United States to Canada. Only thirty lottors got the U.S. markins th€
day - co this !5 mighty raerec material.

It was intended tvhat all CdﬂdOLan letters be cancelled with purnie
ink. At 3 A.M. on Mav 15th purple ink was used but it was found that *he
”OmPOSiulOﬂ of this ink was not suitable {or cancellations and was aluost
immediately abandcned. Ordinary lotters sc cancelled were renlaced with
others cancelled in black but it was deemed uwn*;e, for obvicus reasons,
to replace registerod letters cancelled in purnle. How manv of these -op-
istered letters exist I do not know, probubW/ jess than £ifty. They are
unique (sic) rarieties. However I have a otlll zreater rarity - an unver-
istered cover with purple ink marking which missed being replaced.

Special Royval Train stationery was designed for and vsed by thosa
travelling on the Royal Train. These covers with Royal Train markings ara
iesirable and scarce too. Covars with both nazc arn machinn posutmarks on
the same covar are good property. In Canada, ©rench markines were used o
four days only. These are an added varicty. Hand and machine, 1n French a
English, on the same cover exist and are vory scarce,

----all nther dates arc scarcer than "t"irst Day'". June 10th i the

N

scarcest U.5. date cxcopt Tor the June 11th one montioned praviously.

L S S AR B

Hotes: ~Jamiecson says thirty-one duys, the Handbrek 1lsts 32, not countin
the twn days to and a% Newloundiand. Jamieson may he vight, os
May J16th MAY NOT E/i Te HRocent studiers of so-called 10th dates ha
proved to bo poor strikes of the 15th!

~0n June 11th, Jaminson saya only 30 wore conceilnad US. But worae
any cancclled in Canada? We have nct had any such reports. This
seaems odd.

~A11 numbers referred to by Jamlieson nra o total of bhoth hand and
machine cancelled. Only the machina o'wr011od were Tlag Cancnls
-damlason snys hare Lhat the Fronch moelings were used fotr dae
only, giving no datas. In an carliecr article he listed [ivae dny:
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- T{continued from page 25)

The U.S.
ROYAL
TRAIN

Cancels

Upper -
Machine
June 8

Lower -
; Hand-

L T Stamp
-:June 9,
4 1939

THEIR MAJESTIES' CANADIZ
and Visit to United State
May 15 to June 15, 193¢

L R T TR - SO L 0 e U R A S TR AR T S 1\ TR '

which aprees with the handbook, if wse eliminate May léth.
-In an earlier article Jamieson stated "the U.S. dates are June 8,
10, 11 and 12,. None of these dates are really scarce except

June i It was on this date that the Royal Train crossed from

the Unlted Stated into Canada very early in the morning so only a
few letters reccived the US mark for that day."
~-Is he right here, or where he says they crossed on the 11th?
Covers, Canadian exist for the 12th in both French and English
ver51ons, - but for the 12?7 If they crossed "early in the morning"
of the 11th - there should be some Canadian for the 11lth.

From the above it is quite apparant that a great deal more needs to
be checked regarding these interesting Flag Cancels. A great many questions
could be raised regarding the data p;esentad here, We would welcome your
contributions and comments,

LARRY PAIGE'S WANT LIST 1069 Shillelagh Po., Cresapeake, Va. 23323
11 PIES) -5 7-3h  7-68  B-24  B-6A -GA  B8-114 oLl
25-4 28-2  2f-h oh.D 32 353 4-6  35-8 36-3 36-4
37-1  37-2  37-7  3f-1  19-1  Lo-1  Lo-2 Lo-3 H1-1 §1-3

REFER back to PAGE 21

On pape 21 we 1llustrate a post card having four strikes in violet.
Posted at Toronto, recoived at Woodstick, Now comes Bill Kobinson withthis
report:- '"Fred habon hed an unusual lot in his last sale here - an Inter-
national Mongoy Order Advice from Portland, Ore. to Ashcroft Station, B.C.
with a 3¢ SQ cancelled by five strikes in purple of a Union Jack similar to
Larry Paige's example on Page 2 of Bulletin No. (but with no "received!).
I put in a bid but when it went up to #75 I let 1t got Hum? A; one might
comment . v-e-¢-r-r-y in-n-ter-r-es-s-ting]
MEMBERSHIP BOOM!

Since the appearance of the spec1a] feature article on Flag Cancels in

"—\A TOPICS - NINE more have jolned our utudy G.oup giving us a total of Lk,

rerhaps Larry was right when he predicted we'd "reach 50 by convention time.

We give the names only of the nine new mambars and will 1ist them 1n
the next issua:-~ 5 C WAl

V.R. Trimmer Lax DeMent zle C. Walker

Gene F?amoton William Buker JU“? Walsaon ¢

Doris McKay Gordon Barron Allan W, Wolf




