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I t  is late in the year for this newsletter, however 1 have to squeeze 
this type of work i n  when 1 can. Many of you havt  read my plaintive 
comment before in  letters; "silly job, honse, etc. keep getting in  the 
way of my hobby'! I a m  writing this a t  my cabin ( in  late April), 
beautiful view of the s u n  setting over a n  ice filled lake, no phone, no 
electricity (propane lights), and five miles f rom the nearest  person. 1 
should not be interrupted. Somewhat like Thoreaa9s experiment ex- 
cept he was less t h a n  three miles f rom his neighbour, and 1 a m  sure  
he would have liked propane lights! 1 wish my words could be a s  
profound a s  Thorean's. Wherever you are  when yon read this, please 
consider for a few moments tha t  there still  a n  many beantiful, 
peaceful, and quiet places i n  this country. Now back to o a r  hobby - 
supposedly another  source of relaxation. 

.Group News: 

We have four  new members this timt: Mr. W. F. Fisher, 3415 
Parkway Terrace, Rryon TX 77802; Mr. M. J. Rixon, 749 Agnes 
Montreal, Quebec H4C 2P4; Mr. B. H. Saunders, 81 Calder Ave, 
Brookmands Park, Hatfield, Herts AL9 7AJ; and Mr. T. W. 
Southey, 34456 Ascott Ave, Abbotsford BC. V2S 4V5. Welcome 
aboard. 1 have reviewed the membership list, and have dropped 
about 12 members, none of whom were i n  their  first year of mtmber- 
ship, and a l l  of whom had not paid any dues nor contributed i n  any 
way since 1990. O u r  membership total  is now 51. 1lnfortunately, 
Joanne Fraser  can  no longer look af ter  the printing, and  distribu- 
t ion of the newsletter, my wife Claudia will take over this job for the 
time being. One final i t em of group news, five members have asked 
for reprints of newsletters one to eight, I have checked my files, and 
I can  do this with some small  flaws such a s  a few missing cartoons, 
o r  illustrations. There will be quite a bit  of work involved "re-assem- 
bling" some of the earlier ones, and I guess 1 shal l  have to charge 
$10.00 for  the set. Please indicate if you would like to receive these 
reprints. 

The new book o n  fancy cancels is progressing slowly - so  what else 
is new? I a m  st i l l  in t h t  "letters and initials" section, and will soon 
be "watching my P's and Q's". The numeral cancels wtre completed 
some time ago, and  many of the illustrations prepared for these 
newsletters can  be imported dirtctly to the book. In  the last newslet- 
ter  I published sample pages from the new book, I havt not 
received any negative comments o n  format o r  style, so I shall  assume 



al l  a re  happy. There were three comments o n  the items I have listed 
a s  "Deletions and  Miscellaneous'. I have written to the concerned 
members about these "problenrs", one i tem has been 'undeleted", a 
bit more explanation was required for the other  two. 

I have received a considerable amount of correspondence a s  a 
result of my query in the las t  newsletter concerning fancy cancels o n  
Registration stamps. Thanks a re  extended to WaHy Gutzman, Jerry 
Carr ,  Barry Dales and, John Fretwell for photocopies of specific 
registration items. I would wish to thank Ross Walker, Wayne 
Smith, Don Kolfage, John Hannah, and Frank Waite a l l  of whom 
have sent in other material. Mr. B. Noble (11 Trailsmoke Cr. 
Etobicoke O N  M9C 1L9) has  mentioned tha t  he would like to t rade 
the "Vernon V" cancel o n  cover (as  illustrated i n  Topics Nov.-Dec. 
1991, pg. 10) "for equivalent value i tem o r  items of Nfld. postal his- 
toryw which is his collecting area. If anyone has such  material, they 
may wish to get i n  touch with h im directly. Finally I owe a thank 
you ( in  advance) to Norm Brassler, who will be sending me a set of 
the photos used for the original D&S book. This will be very useful 
for among other things, confirming some of the D&S items which did 
not appear  in the Cohen sales. There were nine members in the 1960 
group, fancy cancel collections from three of these members (includ- 
ing Doc. Day, and  E.A. Smythies) were i n  these sales. 

REVISIONS TO PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS: 

NEWSLETTER 4: 
1. Addition; a new Toronto Two date has been reported, this i s  the 

new number 31, D&S Q p e  2; Nov. 22 '69. 
NEWSLETTER 7: 

1. My 'Masonic Corksw, one person who has seen these is of the 
opinion that one of the numbers marked on  top of the cork is i n  
modern ballpoint ink. I a m  not so sure, the others a re  different 
inks. Very s imilar  cancels to one of my "Masonic corksw have turned 
up o n  a three cent S.Q., and  a Post Card  i n  the "Greenbaum' 
Masonic cancel sale. (This is the cork with the 'ballw a t  the top). 
The i tem fkom the Greenbaum sale was apparently used a t  Embro 
Ont. i n  '71 (Thanks Jerry j. Masonic illustration # 19 was incor- 
rectly printed. The correct scale appears hert. 

2. CDS cork inserts, one variety tha t  1 had failed to mention was 
used a t  Halifax. A b a r  killer was drilled and  two inserts were used. 



F %TIC r umn D Q 
N . 9 . . * L f i X  .t..!,X. 7: 

1. Correction; ittm 5, Corrtspondtnce, The Toronto TW has now 
been reported o n  a post card, i t  was thas  not used only for registra- 
tion. 

2. Addition; i tem3, Correspondence, I have 
recently seen a n  "MV cancel which is  very 
similar to the "VMw item in Newsletter 9. 

'W-NVM ---___I 

CORRESPONDENCE AND QUERIES. 
Ross Walker has sent in a photocopy of 

what 1 believe to be D&S 555. The D&S il- 
lustratSon is rather  poor if this is so. This is 
the earliest strike I have seen (AU 78 vs OC 
78), and makes mt wonder if this St. John 
NB "Kw is really a "K" o r  jus t  a segmented 
cork? Has anyone else seen anything else 
that looks like D&S 555? 

Barry Dales has  sent i n  a cover f rom 
Chevalier Ont. AP. '80, which appears to be 
D&S 437. 1 had ntver seen this canctl  before 
(all examples noted were t i ther  D&S 477 o r  
488), and 1 had *delisttdW i t  from the ntw 
book. Back i t  comes... . .* . 

Wayne Smith sent me a (the?) example of 
the 'CH i n  a circlew cancel, which is not il- 
lustrated i n  D&S, but was reported tlsewhere 
as "possibly a French marking". I had only 
seen a poor tracing of this item, and now 
have a good scan. 
Frank Waitt  sent in two examplts of this 

curious l i t t l t  "I" canctl. I have a suspicion ! 
: . 

that  this is  some util i tarian device "pressedu C :  I. .i . -. .. , . 
into cancel usage, but what would i tbe ,  and .. . . . .. 

what would cause the tiny "tailsw o n  the bot- Z~;&~S.?J . .. . -..~~-.e, A . .  : 
tom of the "'I"'? 

Two mtmbers have in the past sent i n  
another example of a common device nsed as 
a cancel, i n  this cast, a square with a small 
circle in the middle. While looking through 
my Fl's, I discovered that 1 also owned one. . 

The cancel device is a nut  on  the end of a 
bolt. I have enclosed a modern "proof" strike 
here. Anyone know where this was used? My a 

strike is  on a pale rose carmine shade - thas  
about '88. 



Three queries to our  group: 

Firstly, I have seen two very different illustrations of 
D&S 516, a n  intaglio "Hw, yet 1 can only find one record 
of this cover (Port Hope Ont., May '76). This  record 
does not include a photo. Does anyone out there have 
this cover, a n d  if so could I have a photo copy of it? I 
can thus prepare a better illustration. 

Secondly, has anyone w e n  any examples of multiple fancy cancels 
such a s  the three examples below? Item one is the early state of the 
first Toronto Two cancel, i t  is on top of a weak 2 ring numeral can- 
cel which can  not be read. It  is possible that this was one of the last 
uses of the 2 r ing '2", the P.M. being unhappy with the strike re-can- 
celled with the Toronto Two. Item two is  two different numeral "14" 
cancels, one is D&S 52. Roman numeral XI111 rather  than  XIV is 
somewhat archaic, and was not used after about 1880 (check o a t  a n  
antique clock if yon wish to confirm this). Finally, I have no ex- 
planation for  the "WUu and 'GU cancels used on  item three. The 
"WU" is D&S 755, not located, and the "G" is D&S 487, Georgetown 
Ont. used in Aug. to NOV. '75. The stamps are appropriate printings, 
the cancel inks match perfectly, and the "tying" to piece is good. The 
Georgetown P.M. i n  '75 was Mr. I,. Goodenow. Does anyone know of 
any other examples of such multiple fancy cancels? 

6.2 * @R. 
w\il .?q" 

- .. - b.. w j  *-;r - . -  . . J e T  ' 

The known information on one cancel can sometimes be used to 
iden t i e  the other. This type of "detective work", a s  well as indica- 
tions of 'the human touchu are the most fascinating aspects of fancy 
cancel collecting in my opinion. All of the fancy cancels meant some- 
thing to their creators, some were a quick simple designs, others ex- 
pressed much more complex concepts - some of which can  be guessed 
at by us over a hundred years later. I s  not one of the characteristics 
of "art" the attempt to freeze a concept in time? 

Thirdly, Ray Horning has sent i n  several pages of fancy (and 
other) cancels on  Map Stamps. He (and I )  would be interested i n  
knowing if there a r e  others. If you have any "petw map stamp cancels 
in your collection, I would appreciate receiving a photocopy. 



FANCY CANCELS: ON QECISTERED STAMPS, PART 1. 

The list on pagt 6 is a compilation of initial canctls on  Registration 
stamps (F1 to F 3  used 1875-1894). I n  the United States there was a 
requirement for  P.M.'S to initial regirctered mail, and I have 
wondtrtd if a similar r u l t  txisttd in Canada. Such a ru l t  might 
havt Itd to thecreat ion of initial canctls a s  a time saving device. 
The only official rule concerning P.M.'S initials is  a P.O. Savings 
Bank instruction regarding illiterate customers, where the P.M. 
must witness "their mark" with his initials. 

This list may slightly over-count some cancels as i t  was compiled 
from various sources including both auction cataloguts and collec- 
tions. The pr t s tnc t  of initial canctls on  registration ittrns dots  not 
prove that  t h t r t  was a n  special significanct to the canctls, as the 
P.M. no doubt used the samt devict for  the regular stamp a s  for the 
registration stamp (1). O n  the other hand, registered letters are  
often important le t t t rs  to t h t  s tndt r .  If this importance was con- 
vtytd to the P.M. t h t n  extra special handling would probably result. 
This would include c a n f u l  selection of a n  appropriate cancellation 
devict, and careful use of samt. What could be mor t  officious than  
the P.M.'S own initials in his official role as  a rtprestntative of t h t  
Crown? 

T h t r t  s t t m  to be quite a few initial, and town namt  type cancels o n  
rtgistered stamps. There are  very f tw fancy numeral cancels on  
r tg is t t r td ,  although i n  many cases they a r t  p t n  cancelled with 
rtgistration numbers. Two ring numerals; 2, 3,5, 11, 22, 27, 36, 37, 
40,41,52, and 58 have been rtported. A single example of a N.B. 
grid "8" (poor strike) is known, a s  art numeral portions of oval par- 
c t l  canctls. One rather  int t r ts t ing "77" canctl  I-' 
is illustrated here - I had a t  first thought i t  @:v&ii c.. 
was a p t n  cancel, however I have now seen , '. . . 

:yK >+ i]: 
. ..,:a .A*.  .- ,- b; ., 1 .,.. -, . . t h r t t  identical examples. CDS canctls a r t  not P , ~ . ~ - ~ ~  I,..d ;1 

common, and squared circlts on  F2 art  scarce 
a s  F2 was more o r  less obsoltte i n  1894 when th t s t  canctls came into 
use. Some of the more impressive fancy cancels o n  t h t  rtgistered 
stamps a r t  illustrated a t  the tnd of this newslttttr, others will ap- 
p t a r  in t h t  next ntwsletttr. 

I would likt  to ra is t  two other topics, fancy ship canctls, and the 
ust  of the scanner of preparing illustrations i n  these ntwslttters. 



TABLE 1. I N I T I A L  & TOWN NAIE CANCELS ON REGISTRATION STAUPS. 
- - - -  - - - -- 

D&S t DETAIL 1 DETAIL 2 t STRIKES F l l F 2  LOCATION PROV.DATE USE NOTES 
355 A P.U. INIT.  F 2  ASHDOWN 0 88-91 P.H.F.W. ASHDOWN.ALSOT0WNINIT. 
358 A F1  GRAVENHURST 0 85-86 
363c ( $ 1  A F l  UNK. UNK. UNK. 
377 A F l  ST. HYACINTHE R 79-80 
378a A TOWN INIT.  F1  RLYONTE 0 7 6  QUESTIONABLE USE,Fl ONLY ON COVER 
317 ACTON TOWN NAME F1  ACTON 0 8 0  DATE UNCONFIUHED. 
319 AYLHER TOWN NAHE F1  AYLIER Q 83-85 
396 B TOWN IN IT .  F1  BREADALBANE PEI  88 
400 B TOWN INIT.  F1  BEACHVILLE 0 85 P.H. WAS A HR. C. 'IASON*. 
406b I t )  B TOWN IN IT .  F l  BERLIN 0 UNK. 
411 8 P.B. INIT.  F1  WELLAND 0 78 P.I. G.H. BURGER. 
422 BHJ P.U. IN IT .  3 F l  PORT CARLING 0 76-79 P.I.  B.H. JOHNSTON. 
32 1 BLYTH TOWN NAUE F1  BLYTH 0 80-81 
324 BLYTH TOWN NAUE 2 F l  BLYTH 0 81-82 
426 BR TOWN INIT.  F 2  BUHNTRIVER 0 91-93 
458 D TOWN INIT. f 1 DANVILLE R 77-78 
478 EP P.R. INIT.  3 F l  GRENVILLE Q 82 -87  P.H. E. PHIUHAH. 
509 tI P.M. INIT.  F1  HAGERSVILLE 0 82-91 P.N. J.H.HAGER.ALSOTOWNINIT. 
51 1 tl P.M. IN IT .  F 1  HAGERSVILLE 0 84-94 P.I. J.H.HAGER.ALS0TOWNINIT. 
51 3 H P.M. IN IT .  F1  WEYIOUTHBRIDFENS 82-05 P.M. E.sJ. HOYT. 
513 H P.B. INIT.  F1  WEYIOLITHBRIDGENS 82-85 P.H. E.J. HOYT. 
5148 H RPO INIT.  F1 HALIFAX & ANNAP.NS 84-85 D&S LOCATION I S  WRONG. 
521a ( $ 1  H F 1  UNK. IJNK. IJNK. 
337b ( 8 )  HARRY AHERN ? F1  UNK. UNK. UNK. P.H. H.J. AHERN I N  NEHPORT 8. 
330x ( $ 1  HARWICH TOWN NANE F2 HRRWICH UNK.UNK. S I H I L A R D L S 3 3 0 , B U T I N C A P S .  
53bx (1) J F1  UNK. UNK. UNK. UNCONF. HAVE ONLY SEEN A TRACING. 
319 f  (1) KIN6STON TOWN MANE F1 KINGSTON O 8 0  DATE I S  POSSIBLY '90. 
346x LONGFORD TOWN NAME F1 L.ONGFORD 0 UNK. QUESTIONABLE ITEH. 
592 I TOWN INIT.  F1  I ITCHELL 0 8 0  
594 H F1  UNK. UNK. UNK. 
351a ( 8 )  HATTAWA TOWN N A K  2 F1 BATTRWA O UNK. CDS CORK INSERT TYPE. 
335 MILTON TOWN NAIE F2 HILTON 0 92 
335 HILTON TOWN NAME F 2  MILTON 0 92  
603b ($1 RV F l  IINK. UNK. UNK. 
bob N TOWN INIT.  F1 NEWIARKET O 00 -81  
615 N 2 F1 WELLAND 0 82-85 
620 N RPO INIT.  2 F1  TOR. & NIP. RR 0 76 S l l I LAR:  NIXON 0. 'R l .  
634 NFB F1  BROCKVILLE 0 82 
643 0 F1  LINK. LINK. SEVERAL LOCATIONS, A BOTTl E TOP? 
654 D 2 F l  NAPANEE 0 76 -80  
339 OTTAWA TOWN NAWE FI OTTAWA n 80-81 
341 PRESCOTT TOWN NAHE F1 PRESCOTT O 82 -08 
343 UUYON TOWN NAIE 4 F 2  RUYON Q 80 DATE I S  UNCONFIRUED. 
679 R REGISTERED 5 F1 ST. HYAClNTHE Q 76-77 HOIEHADE REGISTRATION HARK. 
690 S TOWN IN IT .  F1  SCOT14 0 88-90 
703 SP TOWN IN IT .  F1  SAND POINT D 76 UNCONF. HAVE ONLY SEEN A TRACING. 
71 1 T TOWN IN IT .  5 F1  TORONTO 0 79-81 
721 TD F 1  BELLEVILLE 0 90-91 UNCONF. HAVE ONLY WRITTEN REPORT 
729 V 2 F1  UNK. UNK. IINK. 
730 V 2 F1 NORTHWOOD 0 91 
730 V F2 NORTHWOOD 0 9 1  
738 VR F l  SHELBURNE 0 74-76 PRORABLY "VICTORIA UEGINfln. 
743 W 2 F1  GRAVENHURST 0 77 SIHII.AR: WAKEFIELD R. UNK. DATE. 
743 W F2 GRAVENHURST 0 77 SIHILAR: WAKEFIELD 8. UNK. DATE. 
744 W F1 NORHANTON 0 73 -83  QUESTIONABLE, PDRTELGIN I N ' 7 4 .  
751a W TOWN INIT.  F1  WAKEFIELD Q 90 DATE & LOCATION ARE UNCONFIRIED. 
767 WBS F1  UNK. UNK. IJNK. 
330x ( $ 1  WELLAND TOWN NAME F2 WELLAND O UNK. 
770b ( $ 1  WH F1  UNK, UNK. UNK. 
762 WW TOWN INIT.  2 F l  WEST WINCHESTER 0 85-90 
781 Y TOWN IN IT .  F1  YALE BC 75-80 
( t )  P r o v i s i o n a l  numbers, t h e s e  do n o t  appear i n  DbS. 
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SAILING SHIP CANCELS. 
I have seen four examples of fancy cancels (each from different 

sources) which a re  claimed to represent sailing ships. My first  reac- 
tion was to think "overactive imaginationw, however on  second 
thought, why not? There is  no reason why a sailing ship would not be 
cawed a s  a fancg cancel, other nautical cancels, such as anchors a re  
known. I have seen two examples of i tem 1, and only one of the 
others. Item 2 was used at Port  Perry Ont. in '76, (3) item 3 a t  
Toronto i n  "72, and item 4 is a proven fake. Some of the members 
might have a comment o r  two on  this "neww class of fancy cancels? 
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SCANNER DETAILS 
Secondly, 1 a m  occasionally asked how these illustrations a r e  

pr tpar td .  The scanner used is a hand-held 'Skyscan' scanner with 
B/W o r  Halftone selections (B/W works best for cancel illustrations) 
and variable contrast  dial. The scanned image can  be 4.29 wide, 
and a continuous inaagt 4.25 by about  14" uses about 400 kilobytes. 
1 u s t  the scanner a t  200 dots p t r  inch, i t  c a n  work a t  300 d.p.i., how- 
ever my monitor and printer cannot handle this resolution. The 
scanner is most sensitive i n  the red end of the spectrum, and thus 
the contrast  can  be adjusted to 'wash outw a 3 cent S.Q. (or  other red 
stamp), and leave the cancel behind. The scanner is its own rtd-fil- 
ter in other words. The image(s) islare then cleaned u p  (and slight- 
ly highlighted j i n  a paint program, printed and scaled ( in  a desk-top 
publishing program) before a final printing. 1 used the plural i n  the 
preceding a s  some of the final illustrations a r e  made from two scans 
of different partial  strikes which c a n  be put  together in the paint 
program to form a somewhat idealistic perfect strike. Other tricks 
a re  possible, compare the two illustrations of the 'Hamilton 5" can- 
cel on  page 6 of the last  newsletter, the second one was mutilated i n  
the computer! 

As usual, 1 shall  end with a n  old-time clipping. The rubber stamp 
advertisement is  f rom "The Montreal Philatelistw Vol. 1, No. 1 Apr. 
1898. Tht fancg cancels on  P1 art: Acton Ont,  D&S 317; St. Brigets 
Man. crown wax seal (D&S 218 type); a square wheel (unlist.); a 
somewhat questionable (blurred double strike) crown cancel, D&S 
227; a "WM" (unlist.); a "WBSw, D&S 767; a Masonic triangle, D&S 
255; Edwin Pridham's initials, G renville Quc., D&S 478; and, bo t- 
tom left Mr. Mason's "Masonic B" of Beechville Ont., D&S 400. 



FOOTNOTES 
Footnote 1. The faking of cancels and covers is a topic I do not like 

to dwell on, however one easy way for  a faker to enhance the value of 
a Small Queen cover is to stick on  a registration stamp and pen i n  a 
few supposed registration numbers. Usually the cancel on  the 
registration stamp will not be the same a s  the cancel o n  the genuine 
stamps when this fakery is performed, (There is a n  exception to this; 
registration stamps are  often pen cancelled with a registration num- 
ber. The early essays for these stamps had a space in the middle for 
the number, and were thus somewhat similar i n  design to USA 
registration labels.) Fancy initial covers with D&S 421 (BH J), 538 
(J), 662 (PAID), and 697 (S) have all  been observed with other can- 
cels on  their  registration stamps. These covers and cancels a r e  not 
proven fake by this, however a certain suspicion should be raised. 

Footnote 2. Some "initialw cancels were created to designate 
registration. Among these are; "ARw (Acknowledge Receipt), "RL" 
(Registend Letter), the "RW i n  a n  oval o r  circle (used all over the 
British Empire), and various home-made 'R's'. Most of these were 
used after 1894, (exception "R i n  ovalw, and  D&S 679 an "RW) and 
thus do not appear on  registration stamps. 

Footnote 3. The name Port  Perry is a bit  of a misnomer. "Port" 
Perry is on  Lake Scugog which is about 15 KM. by 20'KM. i n  size. I t  
is located north of Oshawa, and is not directly connected to any 
other large body of water. 1 l m y  receive correction f rom some Port  
Perrian, however I doubt if any major sailing ships have docked 
there. 

All descriptions, a t  lowest 
Dealers, do !lot& need n nzimbcring 

stmnp to nu?nher niid price your npprortrl 
sl2et.s. in -4.1. sfyle ? Send for prrces. 

Dating stantl,s, the Best q~itrde, at lozcest 
ce. 
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