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Starting in the spring of 1957 the Post Office 
Department introduced a series of numbers and

letters that were used on Special Delivery 
mail for delivery in Vancouver. The numbers /

letters were stamped in violet or red with th
e number "3" being the most common. It woul

d

appear the markings came into use in March 
1957 and were withdravm by February 19

64 with

the bulk of the markings be reported for 1958/
59. The exact purpose of the markings is 

not

known but they could be clerk numbers or 
a coded dispatch time markings. The mark

ing

appear to have been replaced with an oval ba
ck stamp reading "SPECIAL DELIVERY U

NIT

/ VANCOUVER, B.C." Any suggestions ?
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LETTER "S" -ALERT BAY / AP 12 / 57 / B.C.
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The following have been reported; -.- , •~ '- ~ j

"A" 23 X 58 "1" .mod-~~ff 0 AU 9/63 ?

"B" MY 25 / 57 "2" MR 21/59 FE 23/64

"C" 18 IV / 57 J-i3~~0 / 58 "3" MR 20 / 57 7 JAN / 60

"D„ 24 IV / 58 3LJN 23 / 58 "4" 28 X / 59 ~-~-~' -- ,-= ~~<,

"E" SEP 25 / 57 ~~-5'~ ~ ~i~( 7~ "5" JY 4 / 59

"S„ AP 12 / 57 14 JAN / 60 °`8„ AU 16 / 58 ='~' ~'~: "-
"13„ AP 16 / 57 D~~-1-/ 5~ i = i ~' ':: -.

`f '' ~~~ r~~ ~;~ ~ 14" 5 VII / 57

KINGSTON ONT. / 24 V 11 AM / 1957 ~ ~ ~~ 2 ~ ~~ ;;~3
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NUMBER "14" — LYTTON / 5 VII / 57 / B.C.
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LETTER "T7" — AT.F.RT RAY / .TI TN 23 / 58 / B.C.
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WAy MAIL AND SHIP "R.P.O." 
DATERS WITHOUT SHIP NAME

The two recently published books 
on R.R.O. ands B~ ToY ~g s western Canad an~e'p j'YQY

Canadian Railway Post Off ce 
Cancellatcons an PP

Letter Cancellations contain a 
number of errors. I 

ca o t se se ulative.t The problem 
is furthe ~S

include the ship name and therefore 
proper identifi P

complicated by the limited number of 
reported copies and in two cases almost 

identical hammers

were issued. Hopefully the 
following listings will solve the problem

In the case of the WAY MAIL 
rubber hand stamps these were mainly 

used at the Vancouver

Post Office and multiple daters 
may have been issued or minor 

variations ay be the result of

prolonged use.
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SHIP MAIL SERVICE AND R.P.O .DATERS -WITHOUT SHIP NAME

WW-16

WW-16.01

WW-16.02

WW-17

WW-18

WW-20

WW-21

Telegraph Creek &Wrangell MAIL SERVICE

hammer 1 proof 1930 03 25 1930 12 24 1942 09 04 12 copies
"r" above "S" ervice

hammer 2 proof 1935 06 11 1937 08 28 1946 -- -- 7 copies
"C" above "S" ervice
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VANCOUVER & SKAGWAY / R.P.O. plain rim

VANCOUVER & SKAGWAY / R.P.O. serrated rim

VAN. & VIC, B,C, R.P.O. / .

VAN. & VICT, B,C, R.P.O. /
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1903 02 14 1911 04 11

proof only 1408 07 03 nil

29 copies
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VIC. &VAN, R,P,O, /VICTORIA, B. C. 1922 O1 Ol 1925 11 21
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SHIP "R.P.O." DATERS WITHOUT SHIP NAME

The "Telegraph Creek &Wrangell MAIL SERVICE" operated as an International Mail Service
during the 1930's, between Wrangell ,Alaska located on Wrangell Island neaz the mouth of the
Stikine River, and Telegraph Creek some 70 miles up the up the Stikine River a river.
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The VANCOLNER & SKAGWAY R.P.O. dater was probably used on the Princess Royal or the
Princess May on their weekly service to Alaska prior to the transfer to the Triangle Route in
1907.
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The "VAN — VIC(T) B.C. R.P.O. was used on a number of CPR ships including the Princess
Beatrice, Princess Royal and the Princess Victoria. It was assigned to the afternoon sailing from
Vancouver to Vancouver Island that left Vancouver at about 2:00 PM following the arrival of the
Trans Continental train from Eastern Canada. The objective was to sort the mail for Victoria and
the upper Island for delivery the next morning and as a result operated in the westerly direction
only.
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The VIC. &VAN, R.P.O. VICTORIA, B. C. date stamp appeazs to have been produced by the

CPR to be used on mail from Victoria addressed to Vancouver.
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WAY MAIL CANCELLATIONS —mainly applied at th
e Vancouver Post Office,

WW-22 Hand stamp 1- 45 mm - many hand stamps —minor variati
ons

Early 1929 11 07 late 1940 03 OS

WAYMAIL

WW-22.02 hand stamp 2- 30mm —used at Steveston and on deep sea mai
l at Vancouver

Early 1947 06 12 late 1957 O1 18

WW-23 Universal RCM

Proof 1931 1212

WW-23.02 Perfect RCM

Introduced 193411 20

WW-23.03 Pitney Bowes RCM

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Early 1932 O1 OS late 1934 10 18

PN~o~L~ VU'AY ̂ ~~ SEP 7 9

a~~PM ~ All....1933 m L—

f~sy coy-`~`~

B. C.

Early 1934 12 02 late 1939 07 10
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Test dater with "WAY" removed from slogan

used on New Westminster RCM 1984

Early 1984 OS 27 late 1984 06 14
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Die "P" - Perfect Machine - 1931 - 1934
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PORT TOWNSEND —KICKING MULE

One of the more unusual cancellations appearing on Canadian stamps is the

"kicking mule" cancellation. The duplex hand stamp consisted of a double

circular date stamp with a kicking mule duplex that was used as transit marking

by postmaster A.F. Learned postmaster at Post Townsend, Washington. The

kicking mule cancellation was also used at Neah Bay, Washington and at three

post offices in California. The duplex canceling devices were produced by C.A.

Klinkner who produced a vaziety of rubber and metal marking devices for various

of uses including post office daters.

Of particular interest to collectors of British Columbia material are the two

reported examples, on 3c small queen stamps, each bearing a superb strike of the

kicking mule duplex and aze thought to be from Port Townsend. It should be

noted that the markings aze thought to be genuine although a large number of

forgeries have been reported.

Partnering to stamp out crime ~~`~''~~u, ~~ i
Canada Post and the RCMP cracked the biggest counterfeit „~% if(

postage ring in more than two decades this past spring. ,,,.,.....-~~~~

The investigation, which began in Toronto and Montreal in „~~""`

May 2010, was prompted when a Canada Post employee m Montreal

discovered a large quantity of counterfeit stamps. A national sampling undertaken by Canada

Post's Security and Investigation Services revealed that one per cent of every 1,000 pieces of

mail affixed with stamps in Montreal and Toronto was counterfeit, which represented a potenti
al

revenue loss of more than $4.6 million annually for the company.

During the year-long investigation, 40,000 counterfeit stamps were seized from businesses—

and one Canada Post outlet—along with 10,000 washed and retycled scamps.

The phony postage features the portrait of the Queen, images from the Vancouver Olympics

and one of a Canadian lighthouse.

Police have arrested 10 people in connection with the alleged counterfeit ring. The accused

face charges of trafficking counterfeit tokens of value and selling stamps without Canada Po
st

consent and could face fines of up to $1 million, or.imprisonment for up to five years. m

The British Columbia Postal History News Lett
er is published quarterly on behalf of the Bri

tish North America

Philatelic Society. Dues for the News Lette
r are $8.00 for one year or 515.00 for two years (~ 

CAN or $ US).

Checks should be payable to the Editor, Bill Toppi
ng, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6P SK2, Canada

.


