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You Give an opening date of May ] 5, 191 G. However, a proof strike for an Ocean Falls
split-ring hammer is dated Fete 15, 1912, and Tracy Cooper 1~as found several POD
references to an ea.c~lier period of post office operation at Ocean Falls in 1912-1;~. Tra.cy
notes a clasin~ date for this first period of operation as Auk 28, 1913, and an
undetermined opening date sometime in early 191 Z. I }gave finally located a postcard
from this early period of operation, dated AU ] 3/l2,
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The above letter quite correctly points out that the revised edition of British Columbia Post
Offices 1991 fails to include the first opening of Ocean Falls. The entry for Ocean Falls should
have read:

OCEAN FALLS 1912 08 01 1913 08 13 A 52/127 SW E
OCEAN FALLS 1916 05 15 OPEN 9555 645281 ABCDLM 52/127 SW A
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Bill: A couple of colnments/queries nn the data in your RC' Pest Ufficc~:,•:

EPWORTH
You give a cic~sin~ date of Feb 15, 1909, and note that this office changed to Ceder
Cottage. !have seen two Epworth strikes with dates later than that, however: Feb 7 9 and
Feb 24. Details are provided below.

I9 FE/09 80°% reeeivin~ split-ring on postcard from US, FvH Stamps bidboard, tot 16,
Nov 4, 2000

24 FEJ09 receiving split-ring on face of Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition viewcard from
Seattle, FvH Stamps bidbaard, lot 23, Nov 2.5, ?ODU

Furthei-~nore, you list Cedar Cottage as opening nn March 15, 1909, and the proof strike
f~~r the Cedar Cottage split-ring hemmer is only dated March 9, 1909.

!s it possible that your listed closing date tior Epworth is in error, and perhaps a typo or
mistake for March '15?

EPWORTH —CEDAR COTTAGE

The above letter clearly states one of the problems faced by the postal historian when more than

one source is used. Up to 1916 there were three official sources for the opening and closing dates

for British Columbia. Unfortunately the dates do not always agree.

In the case of change of name of Epworth to Cedar Cottage four sources are available;

Canada Official Postal Guide —Quarterly Supplement —April 1909

Canada Gazette —March 13, 1909, page 2081
Vancouver Post Office record book listing post office changes in the Vancouver Postal District

Proof Book reproductions for British Columbia

The Vancouver Postal Record book show that on January 30, 1909 under postal order PMG

31425 that the Epworth Post Office name was to be changed from Epworth to Cedaz Cottage and

that the change was to take place on March 1, this was later amended to February 15, 1909. A

Type "A" date stamp was proofed "MR 9 09" but there is no record as to when the date stamp

was received by the Vancouver postal authorities. The Canada Gazette shows the change taking

place on March 1, 1909 while the Quarterly Supplement shows that the change taking place in

April 1909. To further add to the confusion George Melvin lists that U.A. Empsey was appointed

postmaster at Epworth February 15, 1909 and on March 1, 1909 he was made postmaster at

Cedar Cottage.

Thus —Take your choice!!
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EPWORTH TO CEDAR COTTAGE - 1909

Copied from Vancouver postal records __.~—~-- ---

POST OFFICE F,iW(~7`t',~

(A 1 B C D E M
~/

ORIGINAL NAME

~ ~c. 2 f -- t gTJw~~ 1 b'y.~ ,~,.

I EST. ~ f~~^ ~g 7L ~.nn. J ~ti 
~.V, ery P

'~COi~

CLOSED _

i RE EST. P ~ M • /T ~~rS

13/y ZS - 7J ~J•- P~9 /v (~L (/~ G ~1 ~

~ CHANGED 
~"~1̀ ~ ~-'t l f~-1I't' DATE 

~—~c ~J~ ~,Ci V

1 CHAN
G ED 

~I'. +1:~:.~i~ ~:l,~,i C. 
I"
~~C DATE ~~ ~~ ~y —~ /Cj/ 1 __ _

Canada Gazette —March 13, 1909 page2081

h'f~ R CH 1 ~, 1909. 
G ~ is 1

TI3E FOLLOS'VINQ NEW POST OFFICE
S PPERE ESTABLISHED IN CANADA 

ON THg

lsr ~IARCfi, 1909.

CI3ANGES J\ POST OFFICES ALREADY ESTA
BLISHED.

\A'~tES CHANGED.

Crocus ....... . . . .......... . . District o! Bntclr(ord ....... , ..Sask. Eo \Wolfe.

~W ~.,~ }:~~~eorth ...................... District of \'nncou~'ur...........13.C. to Cednr Cottage.

~~`G'••••" ~:"~ }iurr~• ......... ... ...... ... Di+trict of Strathccmn .........Alta. to Bruce.

?~Inc!~iillan ..... ...... ... County of Orford, N.R...........0. co Pasadena.

}{i~ c•r ~'iuw ........... ........ District. of Ca~katoon... , . .....Seek. to F.Ibow.

Su•. Th~~r~•ao ... .. ...... .... County of Russcll................0. W ?+Ikrion~'i11e.

I~ort~.—IIlunkmore, Saxk., nnmc_changcxf to Tnte (not Tnle)
 ~+ublishecl last month.

Canada Offrcia,ostal Guide —Quarterly Supplement —April 2009 p 7

*~}~~~'`"~ pr 
y~~~ !' ;

P'ts^+. ~ y~ ~, .~~ . n .` y L+~i °: r r r q r F~r lr • it y~ ~

k3 ;~'-r~..y~r~ Y t ~. 
M1,°, 1 ~ ~T1 11~~ {. ', ~ t ~Nd1fY8 NCH A27QYD; ~~ y ~r~,~,:.'~1~ ~ ;j~•

~; Aikenau3e .. ̀~ ' t j':.Dictrict of Brandon ~.^~ ..:hi to Juet~ce '~ y~}

~,Beobe Plat❑ ,~'. , ,:County of Stanetead.. .~. to Beebe. ..~ ;t

Y'~~;$leakmora ~ .District o[ Humboldt: Sack. to Tats , ;~;.~~ ~>:

1~-`~~Chaudiore ~1illn :.County of Lavie...:..' CZ. to Bresk~ey atUe.~~

y'~'r aCorkery '. ounty of Csrletob.:: ..... O.'to Wept Huntley.

~;'y~'\.G4~eacent I,odga. .. .... ...~iecrict o[ New Weatm~nste
r B.d. to Cresoant ;~.,, r

;i:~: Crgcua ...:......:.:...:.:.:.District of Battletord. .... ~ae
k..to Wolfs ; .f 'r;

jll~~,,, t;~ ~Ednaville ....:.:..:..:.....!lliatrict of 8tratbcons :
'.•..'..Alta. to Iola' ,~ -' .~-.:;

`;l;pworth........'..:...... District of Vsncouver....:..B.C. to Cedar Cot6tiga:-.
,~,~~ f:Etoimnmi .............:..:.Dictriot of Prince Albert.

..'.SaaL-. to Hudson Bsy Ji

`'BLS%:Fox Warren :.........:...'.. District of Mar qkuette ...... S
 M. to Fo gnarren. ~"~~'

;~~•" .....District of Stratlucma , ..:..Alts. to Louahowi - ;?!
~ ne,,F3olwestown .......'l..~.

George Melvin —Post Offices of British Columbia

~~PWORTH CEDAR COTTAGE

+~,f'th and Dumfries near Kingsway
 in Vancouver. 25th and Dumfries, Vancouver.

~~t,1-1-1896; changed to Cedar Cottage 
1-3-09. Named for Mr. Wilson's home, called 

Cedar Cottage.

J Booyer 1- 1-96 15- 8-10 Former Epworth 1-3-1909.

~R. Frost 1- 5-03 6- 1-09 Changed to Vancouver-Cedar Cottage
 31-7-1914.

' U. A. Empsey 15- 2-09 1- 3-09 1- 3-09 6-12-13
~r ,,, 

U. A. Empsey

J. C. McArthur 
10-12-13 2- 6-14
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POSTAL TRANSFORMATION

In the Fall and Winter 2009 issues of contact, the Canada Post in-house magazine, Michelle

Stevenson outlines details of the upcoming Postal Transformation (PT). Although some of t
he

new equipment to be introduced is presently being tested, the real change will begin with the

opening of the new mail processing plant in Winnipeg in the spring of 2010. Much of the present

equipment was first introduced in the 1990s, and although it has undergone a number of maj
or

upgrades most of the mail processing equipment is suffering from old age and is in need of

replacement. Over the next four years the 18 existing Mail Processing Plants (MPP) will be

upgraded with the introduction of newly designed cancelling, coding and sorting equipment. The

objective is to standardize equipment across Canada and to make use of the latest technologic
al

developments to speed up the processing of mail. It should be noted that in the past, when maj
or

upgrades were carried out, the new processing equipment was installed in larger mail processing

plants and the older, but still usable, equipment was moved to the smaller mail processing plant
s.

Ever since the postal code was introduced by Canada Post in the mid 1970s the post office has

been slowly replacing the manual sorting of mail with new electronic equipment. The new

equipment presently being introduced will greatly increase the use of electronics and in part, be

financed by a three-cent increase in the local mail rate.

For the past two years the Postal Transformation team has been introducing new equipment in a

variety of MPPs on a test basis. One of the first items to go was the traditional mail bag whi
ch

dates back to the 1800s. Prototypes of new and improved Letterflatainers (LFT) as well as

Packet Tubes (PT), Induct to Delivery Carts (IDC), and Delivery Cart (DC) equipment has be
en

introduced at post offices across Canada to facilitate the transporting of mail within the MP
Ps as

well as between plants. The new IDC equipment is capable to transporting up to 32 LF
T

containers at one time and after limited modification is now being installed nationwide.

Plans presently call for the introduction of 173 new Multi Line Optical Character Reade
rs

(MLOCR) that will not only cull, face and cancel the mail but also read one or more lines of 
the

postal code and spray the bar code on the envelope before sorting the mail for delivery. In
itially

there was to be a separate Baz Code Sorter (BCS) but according to present plans this fu
nction

will be incorporated into the newly designed MI,OCR. At the same time nine of the larger

MPPs will be equipped with Alcatel Flat Sorting Machines (AFSM) that are designed to 
cancel

as well as code and sort oversize envelopes.

Over the past few years the post office department has been encouraging the use of Add Ma
il

(AD) and since June the Vancouver MPP is presently testing equipment that was developed
 in

Germany and is designed to collate Unaddressed Add Mail (UAD).

At the same time the West Parcel Delivery Hub in Toronto has been experimenting wit
h mini

wireless scanners that are strapped to the clerks wrist and are used to read bar codes on pazcels
 at

the rate of five seconds per pazcel.

The primary purpose of these changes is to speed up and standardize the processing of mail a
nd

to do this many changes will be made in the current collection and delivery routes.

The British Columbia Postal History News
 Letter is published quarterly on behalf of t

he British North America

Philatelic Society. Dues for the News Lett
er are $8.00 for one year or $15.00 for two 

years ($ CAN or $ US).

Checks should be payable to the Editor, Bil
l Topping, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, 

BC, V6P SK2, Canada.



BRITISH COLUMBIA RESEARCH Page 625

POST OFFICE UPGRADES — 2010-2014

It should be noted that the original chart (Fall 2009) shows a completion date of Spring 2012
while the Winter 2009 chart shows a completion date of January 2014. The articles also make no
reference as to whether the new equipment will use the same bar code format as is presently used
on existing equipment or whether a more sophisticated jet spray marking will be developed.

The table below was developed by combining the information in the Fall and Winter 2009
magazines. The following coding is used;

MLOCR Multi Line Optical Character Reader —used to cancel and sort regular
letter mail and is an upgrade of MLOCR equipment presently in use

BCS Bar Code Sorter —sorting equipment using the bar codes on the envelope
to sort mail -being replaced by newly developed MLOCR

AFSM Alcatel Flat Sorting Machine —used to cancel and sort
large oversize envelopes

P/P Parcel /Packer sorting equipment —used to code and sort pazcel mail.
MPP often in a separate location

DR Delivery Restructuring — introduction of newly designed tubs and carts
used to speed up mail movement within and between plants

MLOCR, BCS, & AFSM —Initial Development

MLOCR BCS ASFM P/P DR
upgraded removed upgraded introduced

Winnipeg MLOCR — 2010 Q1 x 6 BCS —nil AFSM — 2011 Q 1 x 1 P/P DR
Hamilton MLOCR — 2010 Q 2 x 8 BCS — 2010 Q 4 x 4 ASFM — 2011 Q 2 x 2 P/P DR
Montreal MLOCR — 2010 Q 2 x 29 BCS — 2011 Q 2 x 5 ASFM — 2011 Q 2 x 5 P/P DR
Toronto MLOCR — 2010 Q 2 x 47 BCS —nil AFSM — 2010 Q 3 x 1 DR

ASFM — 2011 Q 2 x 5

Vancouver MLOCR — 2010 Q3 x 6 BSC — 2011 Q 2 x 7 ASFM — 2011 Q 2 x 2 P/P DR
MLOCR — 2013 Q1 x 13 -

Halifax MLOCR — 2010 Q 3 x 3 BSC — 2010 Q 4 x 2 AFSM —nil DR
Victroia MLOCR — 2010 Q 4 x 2 BSC — 2011 Q 4 x 1 ASFM —nil DR

Saskatoon MLOCR — 2011 Q I x 2 BSC — 2011 Q 3 x 1 ASFM —nil DR
Regina MLOCR — 201 I Q 1 x 2 BSC -nil DR
Edmonton MLOCR — 2011 Q 2 x 5 BSC -nil ASFM — 2011 Q 4 x I P/P DR

MLOCR 2012 Q1 x 4 -
St. John's, NF MLOCR — 2011 Q 3 x 2 BSC — 2011 Q 4 x 1 ASFM —nil DR
Ottawa MLOCR — 2011 Q 4 x 9 BSC — 2011 Q 3 x 3 ASFM — 2011 Q 4 x 1 P/P DR
Saint John, NB MLOCR — 2011 Q 4 x 2 BSC — 2011 Q 3 x 1 ASFM —nil DR
Windsor MLOCR — 201 ] Q 4 x 2 BSC — 2011 Q 2 x 1 ASFM —nil DR

London MLOCR — 2012 Q 1 x 4 BSC — 2011 Q 1 x 1 ASFM -nil
Calgary MLOCR — 2012 Q 1 x 10 BSC —nil ASFM — 2012 Q 1 x 1 P/P DR
Thunder Bay MLOCR — 2012 Q 2 x 1 BSC —nil ASFM —nil DR
Gateway MLOCR — 2012 Q 3 x 16 ASFM — 1012 Q3 x 1
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The Encyclopedia of Raincoast Place Names;

Andrew Scott, Harbour Publishing, Madeira Park, 200
9. $49.95

The latest addition to books on British Columbia place names is Andrew Scott's The

Encyclopedia of Raincoast Place Names. A 660 pag
e encyclopedia that in some ways is an

update of Captain John T. Walbran's British Columbi
a Coast Names first published in 1906 and

republished by the Vancouver Public Library in 1971
 and has been reprinted a number of times

since. Captain Walbran's book contains about 1,50
0 entries and the new work has increased the

number of entries to azound 4,000 individual entries.
 Many local or transient names such as

logging camps that lasted a few months or years befo
re being lost in the undergrowth are rightly

ignored.

The entries aze arranged in alphabetical order wit
h each main entry being identified by its

latitude and longitude as well as a verbal descriptio
n of the location. Where a number of features

have the same name origin these are grouped under
 the major entry, and where necessary

additional latitude and longitude information is provi
ded. This is followed by details on the

origin of the name and when as well as why it ca
me into use. Emphasis is placed on how the

names are associated with the history of British Colu
mbia, and in a brief fifteen to twenty lines

of text the significance of the name is discussed. I
nterest is stimulated with the inclusion of

pictures of places or people mentioned in the text.

In many ways this Encyclopedia is a great improv
ement of the two eazlier works dealing with

British Columbia place names. Walbran was publi
shed one hundred yeazs ago and although still

a valuable source of information it is now badly out
 of date and is based on what was at the time

a limited amount of source material. The other source, British Columbia Place Names, f
irst

published in 1969 by G.P.V. Akrigg and his wife
 Helen, covers the whole province and as a

result is limited in the number of coastal place nam
es included. Most of the Al~igg entries tend

to be short, roughly a half dozen lines, and are des
igned for popular consumption and unlike

Walbran are limited in historical background infor
mation.

The new work is based on three years of intens
ive research using government records and

documents, maps, charts, newspapers, directories and
 local histories, and every attempt has been

made to see that the information presented is factual
ly correct. Where local histories differ on

the origin of a name, all possible options are prese
nted with emphasis being placed on the most

probable, which is some cases will not appeal to
 local historians who in many cases prefer a

sanitized version rather than the basic facts. This may result in some complaints as to its

accuracy but in a work of this kind differences
 of opinion are to be e~cpected and have to be

accepted until positive facts can be located.

Postal Historians will be pleased that where a post off
ice was established that a reference is made

to its establishment although in most cases the pe
riod of operation is not included. Since this

information is readily available the omission is of mino
r significance.

For those with an interest in British Columbi
a history this new Encyclopedia will form a

significant addition to their library and I think that 
in the future when the origin of a place name

is quoted it will be cited as "Scott" rather than W
albrar~.


