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LANGLEY

Whole number 61

Colonial Office ((26)) established November 1858
W.H. Bevis postmaster —Closed 1861
Re-established as Langley —September 19, 1870
Became Dominion of Canada office July 1, 1872
Changed to Langley Fort July 1, 1912
Changed to Fort Langley July 1, 1925
Fort Langley still open

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE —June 5, 1874

Face — LANGLEY / JLJ 5 / 74 / B.C.
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Back —NEW WESTMINSTER / JU 5 / 74 / BWT COL
VICTORIA / JU 6 / 74 / BWT COL

S1N3~ DM1_.:,~~

STOP THE PRESS —Thanks to the assistance of Canada Post it is now possible to
produce updates for the four western post office books. The updates will be based on the
post office database and will cover the period 1990 to 2006. Further details will be in the
ne~ct News Letter.
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HISTORY OF LANGLEY POST OFFICE

The original Fort Langley was located at Derby some two and a half miles down the
Fraser River from the present re-constructed fort. On November 18, 1858 the Derby site
was re-located to the present fort and on November 19 James Douglas proclaimed the
Province of British Columbia at the new fort. At about the same time a post office, using
a colonial office ((26)) cancelling device, was established with W.H. Bevis as postmaster.
The post office appears to have closed in 1861 but was re-established September 19,
1870 under the name of "Langley" with W.W. Gibbs as postmaster and the office
continued after Confederation, in 1871, becoming a Dominion of Canada post office on
July 1, 1872. In 1912 the name of the "Langley" post office was changed to "Langley
Fort" and in 1925 the words were reversed and the name became "Fort Langley". The
name "Langley" reappears as a postal name in 1955 when the "Langley Prairie" post
office, which was established in 1883 on the Yale Road, was renamed "Langley"

Face — LANGLEY / AU 11 / 83 / B.C.
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Back — CHILLI WACK / AU 11 / 83 / B.C.
YALE / AU 13 / 83 /BRIT COL

Letter to Adam Vedder, first postmaster at Sardis (1888), and son of Vollcert Vedder,
after whom many features in the Sardis area are name. The letter was mailed from
Langley on August 11, 1883 and arrived at Chilliwack the same day. Why it was
forwarded to Yale, where it arrived the two days later, is not known but it is possible the
Chilliwack postmaster knew that Mr. Vedder was visiting Yale and forwarded the letter
there. Any better suggestions?

Note the name of the city is "Chilliwack" but the municipality was called "Chilliwhack"
See —Cancelled with pride by Cecil Coutts for further details



BRITISH COLUMBIA RESEARCH Page 509

Clinton — FE 14 / 73

Malcolm Leitch pointed out that the Clinton cover on the front page of the last News Letter was not the
earliest date and enclosed a cover mailed at Clinton dated February 14, 1873. The cover is back
stamped New Westminster February 22, 1873 and at Victoria February 27, 1873, and is directed ̀ pia
Olympia". There is no receiving mark but the letter passed through Port Townsend on March 1 and
from there was forwarded via Olympia to Cowlitz, Washington Territory.
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Early Dates for Post Offices opened in 1872

The early Clinton cover produced a number of responses including an eazlier date than
previously reported. It is well over ten yeazs since the list of early dates was updated and
it is time to see if any new dates have been reported.

Post Office Established
Ashcroft, B.C. 1872 07 O1
Barkerville, B.C. 1872 07 O1
Burrard Inlet 1872 07 O1
Cache Creek 1872 07 O1
Cariboo, Brit Col no record
Chemainus, Brit Col 1872 07 O1
Chilliwack, B.C. 1872 09 O1
Clinton, Brit Col 1872 07 O1
Comox, B.C. 1872 07 Ol
Cowichan, B.C. 1872 07 O1
Duck & Pringle's B.C.1872 07 Ol
Dunkeld, B.C. 1872 08 O1
Esquimalt, Briit Col 1872 07 01
Hope, B.C. 1872 07 O1
Kamloops, B.C. 1872 07 Ol
Kootenay Sub Office 1872 07 0.1
Lac la Hache, B.C. 1872 07 O1
Langley, B.C. 1872 07 O1
Lillooet, B.C. 1872 07 O1

Early report
1873 OS 16
1874 11 02
1872 07 11
1872 06 —
1872 OS 31

1876 06 16
1873 02 14
1879 06 10
1873 03 15
1881 04 21
unreported
1873 09 15
1876 03 OS
1873 OS 04
1876 06 Ol
1878 04 —
1874 06 OS
1873 06 22

Lytton, B.C. 1872 U7 U1 173 U6 23
Maple Bay, B.C. 1872 07 O1 1877 10 20
Nanaimo, B.C. 1872 07 O1 1874 OS 07
New Westminster, Brit Col 07 O1 1872 04 13
Nicola Lake, B.C. 1872 08 O1 1878 11 24
Okanagon, B.C. 1872 08 14 1873 OS 02
Okanagon Mission, 1972 10 0 Z 1877 03 26
Ominica, Brit Col 1872 07 O1 1873 08 18
150 Mile House, B.C. 1872 07 O1 @
Pavilion, B.C. 1872 08 O1 @
Quesnelle, Brit Col 1872 07 O1 1873 04 27
Skeena, B.C. 1872 07 O1 1885 07 13
Soda Creek, B.C. 1872 07 O1 1875 O1 04
Sooke, B.C. 1872 08 O1 @
Spence's Bridge, B.C.1872 07 O1 1875 O1 09
Sumas, Brit Col 1872 07 O1 1879 09 19
Van Winkle, B.C. 1872 07 O1 1873 07 11
Victoria, Brit Col 1871 07 20 1872 O1 08
Yale, Brit Col 1872 07 O1 1872 04 15
@ - no copies reported for first hammer
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Making Business Reply Mail Easier r

See Vol. 15, No. 4, Page 503.
Performance Jan/Feb, 2007

Since the item in last month's News

Letter the Post Office has introduced

a new system of processing Business

Reply Mail, and it is now possible for

the mailer to create his own bar code

label. The charge of 59 cents per

returned letter still applies.

THERE'S SOME VERY GOOD NEWS

afoot concerning Business Reply Mail

(BRM).
"Our BRM customers can now use

labels in two new ways," says Rachel

Carriere, manager, Unaddressed

Admail and Business Reply Mail.

First, customers can now use the

BRM Artwork Online tool to

create e-labels and provide them to

their domestic and international

customers through their websites

or by email. Those consumers in

turn will then be able to create a

pre-addressed, pre-paid response

envelope by printing the label on

regular paper, cutting and taping

or gluing the label to the top right

corner of a business envelope—and

then simply dropping it in the mail.

"This will be particularly helpful

for BRM customers who require a

ili„~i~,i,~u~ii.ilill ~~ilh

Customers are advised about new e-label services by

clicking on this button in the Business Reply MaiIT”"

section ofThe Online Business Centre.

cancelled cheque or signed papers

returned from consumers they are

dealing with through their website,"

says Carriere.
Second, BRM customers who want

to update existing envelopes or cards

that display outdated BRM artwork can

now contact their sales representatives

to obtain updated artwork that can be

printed on labels and applied over old

artwork. "In July 2007, the new barcode

will make it possible for Canada Post to

automatically sort and count Business

Reply Mail," adds Carriere. BS

MORE INHOUSE RC NUMBERS
See Vol. No. 9 p. 227 & Vol. 9 No. 4 p.286
Courtesy The Bul1.MOOSE
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THE OLD AND THE NEW.

Pictures of post offices have fascinated many postal historians
and Matt Hedley has provided this item from Popular Stamps
showing the post office at Alvaston - c. 1912.

COLLINGWOOD

POSTAL OUTLET — RC 10238814— POPULAR 9TAMP8 April, 147.

Canada's Smallest Post Office?
A picture recently appeared in

the "Canadian National Magazine"
of ti~hat was alle~•ed to be the small-
est Post Office in Canada, depicting'
a frame building about 6x6x7 ft.
high.

This Post Office shown here, was
discovered Uy the writer some 35
years aR•o at a place that practically
rlid not exist, near Oyaina, which is
about midway between Kelowna and
V~rnnn, named Alvaston.

I think iti tikes first place as the
smallest "Post Office" Canada ever
had.
Fou can almost guage the size of

the packing case, which constituted
the "Post Office", from my height,
stanrlin~• beside it. I would say at a
~ooci Guess that it was:—Front 2 ft.,

inches high, back 2 ft. 9 inches
high, width 1 ft. 8 inch.
On rai,ing the lid of the packing

case, my friend and I discovered a
tea caddy containing about a dollar's
~v~rth of stamps. The few persons
who used this "Post Office" were
supposed to help themselves and
deposit the money for the stamps
taken which were few. The privilege
was never abused so far as I know,
anr~ the mail was cleared by a stage
driver in the horse and Uuggy days,
whenever he happened to be passing.

The man in the picture (although
his friends may not know it) is the
writer.—R. M. Angus.

Coming March 6t", 2007 .,~ .
Another one of Canada Post's more °C~
than 7,000 convenient locations
Soon you'll have quick and easy access to a full range ~~~,/~ r ,
of postal products and services that will get your letter~s''rz;~`~~,•~j a
and parcels where they need to go. Because when it ~'~'~ ~~j~
comes to making things easier and more convenient ~~~~ <S
for you...we deliver!

COLLINGWOOD POST OFFICE
Collingwood General Store, 3229 Kingsway, Vancouver
Telephone: 604-431-5524

Open Monday to Friday: 9:OOam-8:OOpm ~~-'~~-`''°~~~z'~i~#~
Saturday: 10:OOam-6:OOpm
Sundays : 1:OOpm-S:OOpm From anywhere... to anyone
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NON STANDARD DATERS

In the last News Latter it was stated that the illustrating of new date stamps would be limited to pictorial
daters and non-standard dating equipment. Thus date stamps simply showing all or most of the
following information,-the RC#, the date, the name of the outlet, the city/tovm, BC, and the postal code~-
would not be illustrated. The above position seems to have stimulated an outflow of non-standazd
daters, with many being related to re-directed rail. A selection of those received during the last few
months are reproduced below. Thanks again to those who sent in copies and keep the supply coming.
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MORE UNUSUAL DATERS
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2006-2007

Surplus from previous year $882.50

Dues
Dues @ $8 x 48 384.0
Advance dues @ $7.50 x 27 202.50

1469.00

BNA grant 64.00

1533.00

News letters 285 @ $1.50 427.50

Surplus 1105.50

Less advanced dues 202.50

Net surplus 903.00

The British Columbia Postal History
News Letter is published quarterly
in conjunction with the British
North America Philatelic Society.

Membership fees are;
$8.00 for 1 year

$15.00 for 2 years
in Canadian or US dollars.

Individual Issues sell for
$2.00 post paid.

Dues are payable to the Editor
Bill Topping 604-261-1508
7430 Angus Drive
Vancouver, BC, V6P SK2, Canada

DUES —

MEMBERS 2007

Abel ,Don McGuinness, Rob
Anstead, Chris Miller, Jim
Baldassi, Joanne Mowat, Robin
Barlow, Ken Murray, Doug
Beattie, Morris O'Reilly, Kevin
Brisse, Francois Painter, Mike
Brown, Frances Pekonen, Bill
Crawford, Don Piercey, David
Cheramy, John Plain, Brian C.
Cooper, Tracy Price, Alex
Coutts, Cecil Robinson, Bill
Covert, Earle Sag~.~ ~e
Danells, Fred * Searle, Graham
Dees, Barry Sessions, David
Ellison, Ken Scott, Andrew
Fralick, Peter Scrimgeour, Gray
Frick, Shirley Ann Sherritt, Norm
Hedley, Matt Smith, Joseph M.
Jacobi, Peter Spencer, R.A.
Jones, T. Malcolm Sullivan, Arlene
Joyner, William Tamelen, Ian
Kaye, Donald B. Tanner, Albert
Keenlyside, John Taylor, Robert
Knierim, Gus * Topping, Bill
Leitch, Malcolm VanTamelen, Ingrid
Leith, Ron D. Warwaryick, Bill
Liaskas, Bill Wynns, John P.
Link, David Young, A]an M.
Coughlan, Duane

Dues notices have been included with this News Letter.

Dues are $8.00 for 1 year and $15.00 for 2 years $US/Can.

If you received a dues notice please return the notice
with a check made out to Bill Topping.

VANPEX -June 8 —10, 2007

Richmond Curling Rink
5500 Hollybridge Way
Richmond, B. C.

Speakers on B.C. topics

Tracy Cooper
The Cariboo

Peter Jacobi
COMINCO

Bill Topping
West Coast ship mail


