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BUENA VISTA 

Buena Vista Post office was located on the b l f i  half way between B h y  Lake and 
Sapperton Post Office. Although it was open fiom 1912 to 1946 postal markings from 
this post office are extremely rare and it illustrates the problem of collecting markings 
fiom post offices in the Greater Vancouver region. Many offices such as Lozells, also 
located near Burnaby Lake, were open for more than ten years and should be relatively 
common but because they tended to be isolated and served a small population, these 
offices are assigned a " D  or "En rarity factor. 

BUENA VISTA / AP 10 1 14 1 B..C. 

Buena Vista 
Authorized PMG 56889 - 5 Nov. 1912 
Hand stamp proof - NO 16 I 12 
Equipment sent - 1 Dec. 1912 
Closed 1946 06 29 

Postmasters 
J.H. Bucholz- 1912 12 01 @ 2BMI DL 13 
D. Buchart - 1915 09 01 
F. W.A. Wood - 1922 10 10 @ 724 Bulmer 
0.R McQuity - 1940 04 01 @ 593 Armstrong 
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- - ---- 
NEWS LElTTR DELAYED 

As mentioned in the last B.C. News Letter my wife was diagnosed with cancer shortly 
before Christmas last year and I am now able to announce that she is well on the way to 
recovery. At the same time as she was undergoing chemotherapy, I suffered a detached 
retina and after six minor operations on the eye, I am slowly returning to normal. The 
result has been that I have had little time or energy to produce newsletters. 

I am now ready to return to publishing the B.C. News Letter and hope to have three 
newsletters out by the end of the year. Unlike most editors I have a backlog of material 
and I apologize to those who have sent material that has yet to be used. Hopehlly by 
January I will be back to the normal publishing routine. 

. *-- - - . 
One of the &st items to be dealt with is the major update at the Vancouver Post Office. 
Older equipment, such as the Culler Facer Cancellers (CFC), has been rephced and new 
modular equipment has been introduced. Much of the new equipment is modular and can 
easily be added to existing equipment or moved fiom machine to machine. Thanks to the 
excellent cooperation of the Vancouver Post Office I will be visit- the MPP and doing 
a series of reports on the new equipment. 

On another topic - A dues notice should have been mailed in April but this was not done. 
A dues notice for those who have not paid their 2005 dues is included with this 
newsletter. 

MORE PICTORIAL CANCELS - Thanks to Andrew Scott and others 
-_/.. ~: 22;;. 

- .  
. ... . '. :; . . 

GOU) RIVER POST OFFICE 
GENERAL DEUVERY 
G O D  RIVER BC VOP 1GO 

BUREAU DE POSTE 
DE GOLD RIVER 
POSTE RESTANTE 
G O D  RIVER 8C KIP 1GO 

I JUN 1 1 IS33 I 
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O W N D D  AND PVBLIIHCD BY THC P O l T A L  
WORKEM O? VANCOUVER, NORTH 

VANCOWZR, Wk8T VANCOUVER (Hollybum), 
AND BL'RNABY 

Vol. 12, No.. 1 1  Advarlidng - MU 5-3711 
Bryon Law*# MARCH, 1959 - 

WEST VANCOUVER POST ' OFFICE 

ORIGINAL STAFF, JUNE. 1931. 

Standina left to right: Letter Carriers-Frank Evenett. Cyril  and Bert Mason: Seated: Office Staff-Lorna Thomps 
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T H E  M A I L  B A G  Page Eight Mkrcb,. .I959 

THE .WEST VANCOUVER STORY 

UrSL lr 
it cons 

Gr 

By JOHN C. CLUCAS 
(Form- Postal Officer in charge, West 
Vonconver Postal Station, now retired) 

The earliest unauthorized postal service in the district. 
which later became known as Hollyburn, dates back to 1907. 
John Lawson had'acquired a home from a n  early settler, 
Navvy Jack. It  was located on the south-west corner of 17th 
and Bellevue Avenue, and still stands on a new location a 
little further west on Bellevue. to where it was moved some 
years ago. Lawson rented a Post Office Box in  North Van- 
couver, as this area was then included in that District. .The 
majority of residents in the district which is now known as 
West Vancouver had their mail addressed c/o Mr. John Law- 
son, who picked up the mail from his P.O. box, once or twice 
a week and delivered it to the residents from a small office 
in his home. 

It  is interesting t6 know that the original name of Holly- 
b u m  was selected by John Lawson. Amongst his other varied 
interests he was a great admirer of holly trees, and he im- 
ported a number of them to plant on his property. A stream 
ran nearby and so he christened his place "Hollyburn". Two 
of these original trees are still flourlshlng in John Lawson 
Park just south of the new post office. 

In 1909 Postal service was authorized and the first Post 
Office, under the name of Hollyburn, B.C., was established 
in a store building three doors west of 17th Street on the 
south side of Marine Drive (then known as Keith Road). 

John Lawson was appointed k s t  postmaster and re- 
mained in the position until about 1921. When he served 
overseas during the First World War from 1916 to 1918, Mrs. 
Lawson carried on the postal duties for him. 

In 1921, the stare was leased to J. T. Watt, who became 
postmaster for about twelve months. He was followed by 
John Lynn, another lessee of the store. Lynn was postmaster 
for a short period, until John Lawson again assumed the 
position of postmaster. 

It was found that the space in the store was not ade- 
quate to meet the needs of the growing population. which 
from 1912 to 1921 had grown from 600 to 4,200. and by 1931 
showed a further gain to 7,000. Another store next door was 
acquired for additional space. I t  was from this office that the 
a:d I-tter carrier service was established June 1st 1931, and 

isted of f s. 
owing pa still evident and a new government 
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ins were 

building was erected a t  the north west corner of Marine 
Drive agd 17th Street in 1937. In 1940 Hollybtun, B.C. be- 
came part of the Greater Vancouver system SO far  as postal 
arrangements were concerned, and on August 1st of that year 
the office became a Postal Station of Vancouver, B.C. Mr. 
James Turner, Post Office Inspector (who later became 
Postmaster, Vancouver, B.C.) transferred the office from John 
Lawson to John Clucas, who became Clerk in Charge. J o b  
Clucas had been employed at the Vancouver Post Office for 
twenty-eight years previously. Miss Lorna Thornson,. who 
had been Mr. Lawson's assistant, became a postal clerk and 
remained to be of great assistance to the comparatively new 
staff taking over. Lorna is ~resent ly  employed in the offise 
of the District Director of Postal Services, Vancouver. B.C. 

When the officc was first taken over in 1940 it was for 
all practical purposes an independent office. All sorting, 
both for despatch and letter carrier routes was done o n  the 
premises. The staft numbered 3 c!erks and 5 letter carriers. 
Gradually over the years, and with the further increase in 
population in 1941-8,324 and 1951-13,990, it was found 
necessary to have the sorting done in Vancouver, in order 
to speed delivery. 

The name of the office was changed in 1955 from Van- 
couver (Hollyburn) B.C. to Vancouver (West Vancouver) 
B.C. This was done because of the increase in area covered 
by the Postal Station, and because the use of the name 
Hollyburn was causing some confusion. 

John Clucas retired from the Postal Service in 1956 
after forty-five years' service, sixteen of which were spent 
in West Vancouver. He has been succeeded by the following 
Posta! Officers: P. D. Fagan, C. G. Hawkes, and A. J. Wirth 
who 1s presently in charge of the. new office. 

It had been very eyident f a  a number of years that 
the accommodation provlded in the Government Building at 
the corner of 17th Street and Marine Drive was inadequate 
to meet the postal needs; and proposals had been made at 
various times to ease the situation. 

The new building, opened on February 23, 1959, stan& 
on the corner of  17th and Bellevue, just acrosa the street 
from Mr. Lawson's home where postal service in West 
Vancouver started. The rtafl of twenty five under the 
direction of A1 Wirth, h a  a building modern in every way, 
in which to service the estimated population of.  21,000. 

Hollyburn P.O. 1 

now. jusf plain .. ' 

Wesf Vancouver 
WEST VANC0IJVP:R - h'ame 

' of Hollyburn postal sjatic~n has : 
been changcd Lo Wcst Vancou. 
yer, B.C. 

Changc was made hccausc the' 
station now wcrves far more of 
the municipality lhr~n just Ilolly- 
burn. 

)lowever, residents nu" receiv- 
ing mail through post offices at 
Eagle Harbor, liorseshoe Bay or 
sub offices at Cyprcss' Park. 
Dundaravc, Park Royal and 
Wadsley should contimrc to have ! 

mail so addressed. , 

,--I. .. 
Tuesday, bscdmbsr 13, 1955 

West Van 
iwe  deliveries a dry in 
Lttdness dktrista but lbe Ma j/ Service postmuter replid: Tw. 
deliveries cannot k made 

Speeded U p  
W E S T  VANCOUVER .- 

Imat mail \ ~ i l l  rcaclt its dl!*- 
tination within 12 hc~urr ul 
.b~ing posted. thanks to tnu- 
nicinal coie~cil's request [or 
n thorough investigation of 
poslal scrvlccs througl~oirt 
West Vancouver. 

Altho~rgh .many of thr. re- 
quests for improved drlivcr.~ 
could nnt hc gran1c.d. J. 'I'I:I.- 
nrr. postmasicr f o  r t h c 

.Crca ter Vanco~lvcr area. ha: 
;, approved a rpwial rhitte tar. 

niarkrd lor Il~~llyhurn n1:11l 
r t  Ihe Inca1 ptst olfic-e.; 

. ''. 
This mail will now* be ,ban- 

dlcd entircly hy West Van- 
colrvcr staff instcad of h i n ~  
rnrlcd in Vancmtvrr. 

.. to any letter earricr walk 
in  which the number n( 

. btislnes calls docs hot er- 
ceed 25 percent of the lolal 
number ..of mlls in the 

.. 8 , ;. . ,;; ., 
..: :, . 

- .> A reque)t;'p widenie:.of 
7 h' . 
:::. residential ::postal &mi& ';&as . 
.,:> & tur&d-:doge. '.:$gs$>- 1 :' 
-I_. .!.. c Letter. !'carrier. . de&eryj:<k, 

:{;::'o& cqnsidercd 
.F.,.which . - . : the ~~average$&Iiataiwc~ 
.?; + i C ~  -40 $&&&$i i. 
c.:'.,. , . :.. This I,-uectd::: ,tbe:$.Biij&:' 
. .. . . *- _. .:,, .,.md& 1- , aid:,$@*l' 
$?i .wt  ~~ar.gL.&~~$]&flnF:>j x.,;.. 
.. ;y;idr;*e'i. . , y.ii*.. *.,:, 3; + -L-..i. :,.> - 
$*.; ;,,.., --: :~>~~>~p& ::...~;.&Q::.:;Z 
--AL.- -A 

Vancouver Times 
j Oct. 9, 1953 
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Vancouver Post Office - c/ 1958 

P G T  OFFICE 

Vancouver 1, B.C., 

' ~ x t s n s i . o n  of L o t  te.r Carr  i o r  De l ivery  S e r v i c e  h a s  been 
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p o r t i o n s  of tho  Sherman, Cypress  Parlr and C a u l f e i l d  
a r e a s  of  West Vincouver. However, t h e  a r e a  i n  which you r e s i d e  
does  n o t  meet requ i rements  f o r  normal L e t t e r  C a r r i e r  Delivery,  U n t i l  
such t ime a s  i t  does ,  t h e  P o s t a l  Department w i l l  p rovide  a s e r v i o e  
th rough  t h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  of "Group Mai l  Boxes". 

Group Mai l  Boxos a r e  des igned  i n  u n i t s  of t o n  and a r e  
of s t e e l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The master door i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  u n i t  con- 
t a i n s  i n d i v i d u a l  doors  f o r  e ~ c h  of t h e ' t e n  boxes compris ing a 
u n i t .  (They a r e  s u p p l i 6 d  wi thou t  c o s t ) .  

A n  i n d i v i d u a l  box which can be locked with a padlock 
w i l l  be a l l o t t e d  t o  you a t  t h e  co rne r  o fZa+%L~ + d a r c ~ l a c r g  , 
on r o q u e s t .  However, be fo ro  s e r v i c e  can bo provided,  i t  w i l l  
b e  nocossary  f o r  each pa t ron  t o  place a  padlock on h i s  r e s p e c t i v e  + 
box. Any padlock which can be used  t o  f a s t e n  a door with a  hasp  
will bo s u i t a b l e .  

Ordinary  ma i l ,  i n c l u d i n g  sma l l  p a r c e l s ,  w i l l  be d e l i v e r e d  
t o  Group h h i l  Boxes. A c a r d  w i l l  be l e f t  a d v i s i n g  you t o  call a t  
t h o  n o a r c s t  Pos t  Of f ice  o r  Sub Pos t  Of f i co  t o  t ake  d e l i v e r y  of 
C.O.D. ' s ,  r e g i s t e r s ,  l g r g e  p a r c e l s ,  o t c .  

. . If  you a r e  now t a k i n g  d a l i v c r y  t h rouch  Goneral  De l ive ry  
a t  a Sub P d s t  Office and  wish t o  con t inue  you may do so ,  b u t ,  i n  
t h i s  cnsc ,  i t  i s  essential t h a t  your mai l  bo p r o p e r l y  add re s sed  
t o  t h e  Sub Pos t  O f f i c e .  X a i l  addressed t o  s t r e e t  and number w i l l  
normally be s o r t e d  f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h o  Group I d a i l  Boxes. and w i l l  
have t o  be 1.0-directed t o  the Sub P o s t  O f f i c e ,  with consequent  
dolay.  

Should  you- wish t o  t ake  advantage of  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  which 
i s  p r o v i d e d w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  t o . y o u r s e l f ,  p l e a s e  complete . 
t h e  a t t a c h e d  form and r e t u r n  i t  i n  t h e  enc lo sed  envelope which 
r e q u i r e s  no pos tago .  You w i l l  t h en  be a d v i s e d  f u r t h e r ,  

Yours t r u l y ,  

Enc . 
Jm/6 

W. H ,  Wilson,  
Pos tmas te r .  
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MODERN POST OFFICE for \Vest Vancouver \r-ill open its doors and maroon Roman tiles. Plans \\.ere prepared by Public Works dept. 
Monday at  corner 17th and Bellrvue Ave. Feature of entrance !rpall a t  Ottawa. 
is large area of fixed glass panels separated by porcelain enamel -. -. -- 

-THE LIONS GATE TIMES- - - 
-Thursday, Feb. 19,1959 

N e w  Post Off ice 
Opens Feb. 23 

West Vancouver's new post 
office at the corner of 17th 
a n d  Bellevue will open its 
doors RIondny morning. Fcb- 
r c a ry  23. 

Therc will b? no cereiilony 
and the old post office will bc 
lucked up  af ter  close of busi- 
t?ess Saturday.  

I Card delivered - Moa Apr. 5 ,  19'7 1 
.- I 

I * WE THOUGHT YOU'D BE INTERESTED. * I 
I COWIETE WICKEI' SERVICE NQI AVAIUBTE CN SATURDAYS 

P o s t a l  Sta t ion "West Vancouvern 
225 - 17th S t r e e t  

West Vancouver, B.C. 

I From 8:30 A.M.  t o  4:00 P.M. I 
Postage Stamps - Money Orders - Registration - C.O.D. 's  - 
Parcel Post - Insurance - Special  Delivery. 

2 
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POST OFFICE 

Vanaower 3, B.C. 
30th September 1963 

Dear S i r  o r  Madam 

The extension of Le t te r  Carr ier  Delivery Service t o  varioua sect ions  
of West Vancouver w i l l  commenae on October 7th, 1963. 

The area in which you res ide  w i l l  be included i n  t h i s  new service, 
pro+ided t h e  m a i l  recept ic les  now labking are2 ins ta l l ed  before t h a t  
date.  

When t h i s  service  is  established,  the residente of homee not equipped 
with t h e  neceseary f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be required t o  c a l l  a t  the  West 
Vancouver Pos ta l  S t a t i on  f o r  t h e i r  mail. 

If you a r e  now receiving your mail through t he  West Vancouver Pos ta l  
Sta t ion,  o r  s Sub Poet Office and your mail does not  bear your s t r e e t  
address, please f i l e  a change of address card a t  t h a t  office.  

Group Mail Box patrons a r e  advised t o  arrange t o p i c k  up t h e i r  mail 
on October 5th, 1963, and remove t h e i r  padlocks from t h e i r  boxes. 

These Group Boxes dl1 be relocated t o  provide se rv ice  f o r  res idents  
in  other  areas. 

You a r e  a l so  requested t o  advise your correspondents t h a t  t he  correot  
manner of addressing your mail is as follows: 

Name 
Number and S t r e e t  
West Vancower, B.C. 

Yours t r u l y  

R.F. Reid 
Poetmaater 
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Thanks to Tracy Cooper 

'. 4 
& $ x & i ; P O N D E N C E  HERE 1 NAME, A N D  t V  A D D R E S S -  ' H E R E  , - 1 

rhe first reported copy of the VARGAS/B.C. split ring hammer. 
Vargas was a steamer landing and fishing settlement on the east side 
of Vargas Island, 2 miles west of Clayoquot. It opened in 1914 and 
closed in 1922 and as was the case with most seasonal west coast 
settlements, was characterized by low Post Office annual revenues. 
This postcard has a real photo of large group of posed troops 
obviously going off to war. It was enscribed with a manuscript OHMS 
but a one penny stamp was added, probably at Salisbury dated 
OC 22/14, and it arrived at VARGAS/B.C. NO 12/14. 

Steamer landing and settlement on the east 
side of Vargas Island, 2 miles west of 
Clayoquot. 

For the Pcriod Revenue Postmaster 
Ending: Salary: 
191 4-06-01 P. 0. Established 

$42.64 $4 1.62 
1 9 1 5-03-3 1 

$62.75 $50.00 
19 16-03-3 1 

$61.82 $50.00 
19 17-03-3 1 

$42.87 NIA 
1 9 18-03-3 1 

$32.71 NIA 
1 9 1 9-03-3 1 

$43.45 NIA 
1920-03-3 1 

$35.34 NIA 
1 92 1-03-3 1 
Notes: 
1) Post Office was non accounting during this 

period. 
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FROM CANADA POST - 
Again thanks to John Gannon and Darlene Lam of the staff at the Pacific Division of the Canada Post 
Corporation, we are able to provide a listing of the openings and closing dates for post o5ces in the Pacific 
Division. Again the fimnat in which the information is provided has changed and as a result some changes 
of ownership may be shown as separate closings and openings rather than as changed to ... 

OPEN 

CLOSED - - -. . -. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2004-2005 

Surplus h m  previous year $605.00 

Dues 
Dues@$8x 60 480.00 
Advance dues @ $7.50 x 21 202.50 

BNA grant 

News letters 3 15 @ $1 .SO 472.50 

Surplus 93 1.00 

Less a d d  dues 202.50 

Net surplus 728.50 

The British Columbii Postal History 
News Letter is published quarterly 
in conjunction with the British 
North America Philatelic Society. 

Membership fees are; 
$8.00 for 1 year 

$1 5.00 for 2 years 
in Canadian or US dollars. 

Individual Issues sen for 
$2.00 post paid. 

Dues are payable to the Editor 
BiU Topping 604-261-1508 
7430 Angus Drive 
Vancouver, BC, V6P 5K2, Canada 

MEMBERS 2005 

Abel , Don 
Anstead, Chris 
Bailey, Bill 
Baldassi, Joanne 
Barlow, Ken 
Bartlet. Russell 
 eatt tie; Morris 
Bedwell, Sid 
Brisse, Francois 
Brown, Frances 
Cheramy, John 
Cooper, Tracy 
Coutks, Cecil 
Cove* Earle 
Danells, Fred * 
Dees, Barry 
Ellison, Ken 
Fralick, Peter 
Frick, Shirley Ann 
Hanis, Ed 
Hedley, Matt 
Jacobi, Peter 
Jones, T. Malcolm 
Joyner, William 
Kaye, Donald B. 
Keenlyside, John 
Klus, David 
Knierim, Gus * 
Lee, Robert A. 
Leitch, Malcolm 
Leith, Ron D. 
Liaskas, Bill 
Link, David 

DUES - 

Dues notices have been included with this News Letter. 
Dues are $8.00 for 1 year and $15.00 for 2 years $US/Can. 

L 0 U g $ i l  lj"ane 
McGregor, Chris 
McGuinness, Rob 
Miller, Jim 

Mowat, Robin 
Murray, Doug 
O'Reilly, Kevin 
Painter, Mike 
Pekonen, Bill 
Piercey, David 
Plain, Brian C. 
Price, Alex 
Rabinson, Bid 
Sagar, Mike 
Searle, Graham * 
Sessions, David * 
Scott, Andrew 
Scrimgeour, Gray 
Shemtt, Norm 
Skucas, Al 
Smith, Joseph M. 
Southey, Tom W. 
Spencer, Ilk 
Sullivan, Arlene 
Tanner, Albert 
Taylor, Robert 
Tidball, Bill 
Topping, Bill 
Wallace, Jack 
Warwaryick, Bill 
Wynns, John P. 
Young, Alan M. 
Young, William 

If you received a dues notice please return the notice 
with a check made out to BiU Topping. 


