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REDCLIFF MINE 

John Cherami has reported the first recorded copy of Redcliff Mia Redcliff 
Mine was located 13 miles north of Stewart and was one of a number of short 
lived mining camps near the head of the Portland Cad. The post office was 
established on October 1,191 1 with George Scales as postmaster and closed a 
year later on October 15, 1912. Mail was brought to the mine by the 
Canadian North Eastern railway that operated fiom Stewart to the Redcm 
mine. Like many small mining towns, once the mine closed the town and the 
railway vanished. 
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TWO MONEY ORDER ADVICE ENVELOPES 
Gray Scrimgeour 

Money order f m s  came in several parts. One part of course was the order, which was given to the purchasing patron. 
Another section was an advice that was mailed to the cashing office, authorizing the money order for payment. Special 
envelopes were used by the Post Oflice Department far conveying these advices to foreign countries. 

I bought these two BC-related advice of money urder envelopes at VANPEX 2003. The upper envelope was used at Rossland 
on May 18,190 1. Note the (purple) oval postmark that indicates that Rossland was sn international exchange office. Is this 
the first evidence of this role for the Rossland post office? No proof strikes have been h d  fix this postmarking device. 

r 

- f -  slat# ay; ............................. 

United States. 

The lower unused envelope was manuhctured to carry an advice to the Van- Money Order Exchange Office, where the 
advice would be fbrwarded overseas. Note the list of countries for which it was valid, printed in the upper left ofthe envelope. 
These were the countries that exchanged mail with Canada by either the CPR Empresses or the Canadian Australian Line ships 
that ran between Sydney and Vancouver. Has anyone seen one of these envelopes used? Has anyone seen an envelope sent 

Editors note - The 1900 CaMda W c i a l  Postal Guide indicates that over 10 p e t  of the post offices in British Columbia 
were Money Ords Offices and that these post offices d d  issue f-ign moay orders. By 1909 the list of countries to which 
money orders au ld  be sent was over four and a half pages lmg with money ordas for Japan, Hong Kmg, Fiji ,and A m l i a  
being sent direct, while those for Corea (Kwea) were sent via Japan. 
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7- 
1900 MAIL ROUTES TO PLACES BEYOND SEA. 

While checking the Canada mcial Postal Gukk for 1900 in connection with the item by Gray Scrimgem regard'ig the 
dispatch of mail across the Pacific, the infamation reproduced below appeared to be of general interest. 

MAIL ROUTES TO PLAOES BEYOND SEA. lxiii 
------ -- - ---- 

MAIL ROUTES TO PLACES BEYOND SEA. 

United Kingdom, France, Germany and other 
European Countries. 

Mails for England, Europe nnd the East arb deepatched from Oanadq 8e -had. 
follows :- 

Once per week by Oanadian steamer sailing weekly from Quebec in enmmer, &- 
and from Halifax in winter: 

Once a week by steamer, sailing from New York every Wednesday. I)r%$lno 
Once a week by Ounard (or other line of etaamern) sailing from New York 

every Saturday. 
All maile for Africa are sent vi5 England. 
Direct mnils for France are despatched once a week by the steamere of the 

" Gompagnie Transatlantiqne" sailing from New York every Saturday. 

Australia, New Zealand, China, Japan, Hawaii 
(Sandwich Islands) and Fiji. 

Mails are sen't to the undermentioned countries as follows :- 
. . - . -- ........ . - ....-.... -- .. - ..... - ...... .......-......... - . 

Australia (with the except 
ion ofwestern Auatral~r) 

N y  Zenland .................... 
FIJI" ................................ 

I ............ Via Vancouver Once every four weeks. 
San Francisco...... Once every four weeke. 

Chin! (Ilong Xong, sdang- 
hal, &c.) ,......... ............ 

Japan (Yokohama) .,......... II Vancouver. .......... ' O n  every three weeks, 
from A ril to Se tem- 
ber, incyusive, antonce . 
every fonr weeks the 
rest of the year. 

San Francisco..... . Three times per month. 

............ Bawaii or Sandwich TE- Once every four weeks. ...... land8 (Honolulu) ........... 'I San Francieco Three times per month. 

............... Western Australia " En land and Brin- / B i  ................... Iweelcly. 

Bermuda, the West Indies, and South America. 
Bsrmuda we& 

To Bermuda, the West Indiee and South America mails are sent via New g'ghsou" 
York, with varying frequency according to destination. To Bermuda the 
service i~ semi-weekly. 

There ie also a monthly mail eent direct to Bermuda vie Halifax, N.S., 
returning via St. John, N.B. 

Newfoundland. 
Mdlsare forwarded tri-weekly from North Sydney. 
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HOPE POINT - GAMBIER ISLAND 

The Hope Point post office was established on June 1,1908 with W 
Bishop as postmaster. He was succeeded, in 19 10 by J.S. Kelly and 
19 14 W. Hmburgh took over. Mail service limn Vancouver was 
provided by the Inland Transportation Company that operated the 
Garnbier Traveling Post Office (TPO) on their Vancouver to Howe 
Sound route. The post office closed September 15,1917. 

f .  

CANADA 'POST CARD '.. 

THE A D D R E S S '  T O  BE W R I T T E N  ON T H 4 S  S I D E  

./ D:, 
q y ,  ' L// 

\\;anted: Posral l.eco1.d~ or ephetner;::l rot. Hove Poir~t Post office (1 90s- 19 17). 1 arll resea~.cllir~g 
the history of Hugo H~jorthoy, an immigrarlr pioneer who held pre-emptions on the land between 
Hope Point and Camp Fircorn on Gajnbier Island. He tvns a lawyer who came from Son\.a!' ic, 

Gzmbier Lslari.d in l.S?5. He was we!! ed11czted nan. whn s90Ir.e 8p.d read 6 lznp~~zges. He died 
and is 1x11-ied on oilr property in 1942. 
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I " 'ARLT0N CARDS: I 

M O R E  T H A N  J U S T  A CARD S T O R E  I 
~ ~ N @ ~ R D S  There is a lot terfront Centre is home to a full service Canada 

more to Carl- Post outlet which handles all local, national, and I 
ton Cards at international postal requirements including send- 
W a t e r f r o n t ing letters, documents, and parcels by mail or 
Centre than courier, stamp sales, and post office box rentals 

From anywhere ... to anyone 
iust cards1 In as well as money order/wire services. 

oddition to a complete line of all-occasion greet- 
ing cards, specialty gift wrap, colorful ribbons 
and bows, balloons, candy, and stationery, the 
store offers an extensive line of gifiware includ- 
ing the popular Beanie Babies collectibles and 
Voncouver and Canada themed souvenirs. The 
store also has a wide assortment of travel acces- 
sories such as luggage tags/straps, electrical 
adaptors, and currency converter calculators as 
well as an extensive selection of luggage and 
handbags. Additionally, Carlton Cards at Wa- 

Carlton Cards is open 
extended business 
hours: Monday to Fri- 
day, 9:00 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. and Saturdays and ~. . -  - -  - - Sundays from 10:OO 

a.m. to 5:00 o.m. Visit Carlton Cards at Water- 
front Centre t; view the full assortment of prod- 
ucts and services the store carries. For more 

information, call the store at 604.68 1.8699. 

I I 

04P004463#00~9Q4088$0$~00~~S~~#0$ 
F'. UATERFRONT CENTER P.0. ';; 200 Arra~d st. 

Vancouver bC V60 3LO 
GSTITPS RH122744287 
PST/TUP R# 

:35.,,1,2:ii 10:47 ID# OPER 
172736 W.ID: 1 TRg 126547 

PS/ST I @ 0.45 t!P/ TP 

SriBTL GST 0.45 SOUS-.TL TPS 
,-Pi 
r..", .-" . 0.03 TPS 
TZTAI. g.48 XTAL. 
i;&g I:::~)N ij . L;;] - , +i' ~,. . f iN ' 

[:HE,, DijE G.02- MGNNAIE 

MORE PICTORIAL 
CANCELLATIONS 

GIBSONS POST OFFICE 
400 GOWER PT: ROAD 
GIBSONS BC VON I VO 

MERRlV POST OFFICE 
2040 VOGHT STREET 
MERRlTl BC VIK IAO 

RICHMOND POST D%Cf 
120 - 80 1 1 S A j A  ?a/,," 
RICHMOND EC V6 Y dEC 
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Regional general manager John Polak (left) 
takes questions from reporters about the 
special Vancouver 2010 stamp overprint to 

! support the city's successful Olympics bid. 

I 
Sharing in 
Vancouver's 
celebration 
TO SHOW ITS SUPPORT FOR VANCOUVER'S 
winning Olympic bid, Canada Post issued 
three million special flag stamps in July, 
overprinted in red ink with "Vancouver 
2010." 

Booklets of 10 or 30 were on sale across 
the country within nine days of the 
announcement that Vancouver/Whistler 
will host the games, beating Salzburg, 
Austria, and Pyeongchang, South Korea. 
Canada Post was a proud, early supporter 
of the city's bid, says the Honourable 
Steven W. Mahoney, Secretary of State for 
Canada Post. 

"The organizing committee did a 
tremendous job in securing these games, 
and these stamps are a philatelic tribute to 
their efforts," he says. 

"I think it's time we started telling the 
world about good things in Canada, in 
a timely and financially responsible 
fashion," says Charles Verge, president of 
the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. 
'The overprint was a great way of doing 
that, as well as to publicize stamps and 
remind everyone that  Canada Post 
supported the bid." 

An array of philatelic products related 
to the Games are being considered, but 
not until after the completion of the 2006 
Olympics in Turin, Italy. 

Verge says Canada Post last issued a 
commemorative overprint in 1933, for the 
Mlorld's Grain Exhibition and Conference 
in Regina. Roman Zduluzny 

Performance 5 

FUN AND GAMES AT CANADA POST 

Orchard Park Postal Outlet corrected RC 076082 
Error reads RC 076802 

VANCOUVER & VICTORIA CFC INVERTS 

Reported dates 
V8Z 4BO CFC 1 - 14 X 2003 
V6B 3A0 CFC 4 - 17 X 2003 
V6B 3A0 CFC 7 - 15 X 2003 

VICTORIA DATED u000005* 

The JSP date on the back of the envelope 
reads OC24Z Nictoria October 24,2003) - 
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UPDATE B.C. "WINGSn CANCELS 
+- 

w '%inwings" cancellations are being introduced 
on an almost daily basis and thanks to Andrew 
Scott here is the latest update of the markings. 

BC 'WING" CANCEL LIST RC# Code I n k  

Abbotsford, People's Drug RO 651648 V2S 5GO B+ 
Abbotsford 100475 V2S 5G0 B+ 
Alert Bay 640166 VON lAO 
Armstrong 640328 VOE 180 

8aldonnel (error) 640409 V9C 100 
Baldonnel 640409 V9C lC0 
Brackendale 640735 VON lHO B+ 
Burnaby, Cascade RO 100231 no code 

Campbell River 
Campbell River 
Castlegar 
Chilliwack, Southgate RO 
Clayhurst 
Coal Harbour 
Courtenay 
Creston 

no code 
V9W 1EO 
V1N 280 
V2P 2MO 
VOC 1KO 
VON 1KO 
V9N IGO P+ 
VOB 1GO 

Delta, CSC (Ladner) 093122 V4K 1VO 
Delta, Kennedy Heights RO 100322 V4C 6PO 
Delta, South Tsawwassen RO 100462 V4L 2CO 
Delta, Tsawwassen RO 100448 V4L 200 
Duncan no # V9L 1PO 

Fort Nelson (FT. NELSON, B.C.) 644560 VOC lRO 
Fort Nelson (FT NELSON) 644560 VOC lBO 

Gitwinsihkw 
Grand Forks 
Gray Creek 
Grindrod 

Harrison Mills 
Hartley Bay 

100268 VOJ 3T0 R+ 
642797 VOHlHO 
100099 VOB lS0 
642851 VOE lYO 

642932 VOM lLO 
649619 VOV lAO B+ 

I Invermere 
643300 VOK lKO 

Kamloops, MPP Wickets 651656 V2C 5PO 
Kamloops 000085 V2B 3LO B+ 
Kelowna, Orchard Park RO 076082 V1X 300 
Kelowna, Black Mountain RO 129879 V1X 6A0 
Kitimat 638447 V8C lTP 

Ladner RO (error) 067069 V4K 1WO 
Ladner RO 657069 V4K 1WO 
Ladysmith 643750 V9G lAO 
Langley, Walnut Grove RO 413992 VlM 2CO 
Lilooet 643912 VOK lVO 

Mackenzie 
Maple Ridge 
Mission 

642983 VOJ 2CO 
129755 no code B+ 
100589 no code 

ERD 

21/sP/OO 
03/M R/03 
02/JU/03 

panairno, Beban Plaza RO 
Nanaimo, Harewood Mall RO 
Nanaimo, Operations 
Nanaimo, Station A 
Nanoose Bay 
Nelson 
Nelson 
New Westminster RO 

Oona River 
osoyoos 

Pender Isbnd 
Port Edward 
Port McNeill 
Prince George 
Prince George, College Heights RO 
Prince George, Downtown RO 
Prince George, Hart RO 
Prince Rupert (3 Lines a t  base) 
Prince Rupert (2 lines a t  base) 

Qualicum Beach 
Quatsino 

Richmond, BLundell RO 
Richmond, Ironwood RO 
Richmond, Richmond Centre RO 
Richmond, Steveston Village RO 
Robson 

Saltspring Island 
Savona 
Sooke 
Smithen 
Surge Narrows 
Surrey (circular, forerunner) 
Surrey, Sunnyside Mall RO 

Tahsis 
Tekwa 
Thetis Island 
Trail 

Vancouver, Downtown RO 
Vancouver, Marpole 
Vedder Crossing 
Vernon (two datestamps i n  use) 

Vernon, Finnlay's RO 
Victoria 
Victoria' 
Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 

Wasa 
Williams Lake 
Windermere 
Winlaw 
Winter Harbour 

Youbou 

Code 

V9S 1HO 
no code 
v9S 5LO 
V9R 5H0 
V9P 9AO 
VIL 4E0 
VIL  4E0 
no code 

VOV 1EO 
VOH 1VO 

VON 2M0 
VOV 160 
VON 2R0 
V2L 2LO 
V2N 4A0 
V2L 330 
V2K 3A0 
V8J 3T6 
V8J 3T6 

645974 V9K lAO 
646008 VON 2VO 

026786 V7C 1HO 
354619 V7A IN0 
085715 V6Y 200 
644625 V7E 3A0 
019542 VOG 1x0 

100358 VBK 2V0 
646490 VOK 2JO 
646784 VOS lNO 
646725 VOJ 2NO 
641456 VOP lW0 
649333 V3T 2Y0 
013722 V4A 5A0 

647047 
647128 
655457 
647209 

062855 
631671 
000100 
051187 
excised 
100123 
631000 
100182 
171905 
388505 
418595 

649058 
649244 
100197 
649279 
644153 

269034 

VOP 1x0 
VOJ 2x0 
VOR 2Y0 
VIR 3W0 

V6E 160 
no code 
no code 
VlT 2M0 
V1T 2M0 
VIT 6L0 
V8Z 3G0 
V8X 1JO 
V8T 3A0 
V8N 4G0 
V9B 4E0 

VOB 2K0 
V2G 1HO 
VOB 2LO 
VOG 250 
VON 3L0 

VOR 3E0 

Ink  ERD 
. .- 

2 7/MY/03 
27/M R/03 

R+ 20/DE/01 
07/AP/03 

P+ O~/~E/OI  
P+ 16/AU/01 

18/AP/O1 
07/JA/03 

Inks: B/blue: R/red; P/purple: +/black noted also. ERD/LRD: early/late recorded dates 
List date: 21/OC/03 Please email new reports and ERDs to  andrewscott@dccnet.com. 
'Victoria 100182 cancels dated JA/02 are datestamp errors. 



BRITISH COLUMBIA RESEARCH Page 374 

1 

I 3 2003 -08- 28 
DOMINION CHAIR 

FACTORY 

! 
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, Cancelled! 
'8s ,qvE~+~'  

By Roman Zakaluzny 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

i @ BLUEBERRY -? 
0 FESTIVAL 0 

I * C O O K O ~  
4 

I MOST PEOPLE PAY LITTLE ATTENTION envelope to 
1 to the cancel mark on their mail, but for its posaaster. 
I years, stamp collectors have been dis- Employees like / coveringthemanydZFerentandunique Pickard fulf i l  
i pictorial philatelic cancels availabe 
i across Canada. All newer cancels are fea- 

tured in Details magazine and online. 
Typically, these cancellations promote 

i a local event or a town's claim to fame. 
( But who decides what gets pictured? 

Postmasters do, and they can special 
order them to suit their hometowns. 

Take, for instance, Bath, N.B. Its post ! office highlighted the town's name by 
j putting an old-fashioned bathrub, bub- 
I bling over with soap, right in the middle 
; of the cancel. 

! 
C C ~ e o ~ l e  love our special 

: cancel," says Cathy Pickard. 
"We have quite a few 

I requests for it, about 50 

I a week. 79 
Part-time clerk Cathy Pickard says it's 

a hit with residents a n d  collectors. 
"People love it," says Pickard. 'They think 
it's great. We have quite a few requests 
for it, about 50 a week." 

The requests come f rom collectors 
around the world. They want a picture 
of the bath, mailed from Bath. To get 
one, they send a stamped, self-addressed 

the requests. 
In the cases of Saint-Valentin, 

Que., Cupids, N.L., and Love, Sask., 
collectors are after .the iove-themed . 
cancels these towns produce. And 
they usually want them dated Feb. 14- 
Valentines Day. 

"People see me as Cupidts helper," :, FRIDAY THE +' 
0 13" 0 

says Claire Langevin, postmaster in Saint- +?  DOVE^ 
Valentin. She manually cancelled about 
7,000 envelopes this year, some from as 
far away as China. 

Any post office can get a cancel, as 
long as it meets certain criteria "Regions 
send in designs. Sometimes we have to 
change them so they fit," says Bernie 

9 
Reilander, graphic designer (now o 

0 lb retired), who designed them for the last k 29 years (see related story, page 24). 4' -$' 
Reilander says Canada Post can sketch G ~ r s  c ~ ~ t  

a design from scratch, in c~nsultation 
with a postmaster. But they prefer to work 
with ready-made designs, as long as the 
artist gives permission. "Getting a good, 
readable design is key," he adds. "No 
gray-just black and white." 

Stamp Products is responsible for 
making the cancel, says Jim Phillips, 
director of the department 

"It's all good public relations," says 
Phillips. 'Tt fits in with some of our main 
mandates, including promoting Canada's 

I OctobedNovember 2003 Performance 23 
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heritage, providing a service for our core because it's 
customer, the philatelist, and giving not just the 
something back to the community." big towns that 

He points to Merritt, B.C. as an ge t  special  
example. cancels." ~ The town of just 4,000 people swells Postmasters 
by 100,000 every July when it hosts the can reques t  a 
Merritt Mountain Music Festival. This special cancel by 
year, more than 120 visitors flocked to the writing Stamp Products, 
post office to buy stamps and envelopes, 270 1 RIVERSIDE DR., 9+@Twc 
"just to get our special cancel," says lead SUITE N0420, OTTAWA ON, %). 
hand Karen Knapp. KIA OBI. 

."pw ., P 
"They thought it was awesome," says Many of the cancels can be viewed 1-1 5 

Knapp, who arranged for the cancel, on the Web at www.canadapostca/ 3 BANGKOK 2003 " 
which shows a fiddle. "For us, it meant personal/coUeccing/defaulte.asp? % 2003.1 0.04-1 3 8 
that Canada Post cares about small towns, stamp=cancels. rn /t%L~&\~* 

I 
I 

i I King of cancellations 
retires FOR ALMOST 30 YEARS, BERNARD 

"Bernie" Reilander was the king of cancella- 
tions, the sole designer of special event cancels 

I at Canada Post. 
By Roman Zakaluzny No longer, though. Bernie put away his 

i sketching pen in July, after 29 years of service. 
I 

Bernie ioined Stamp Products in 1974 as its 
first grapGic designer: There, he worked on 
first day covers and day of issue cancellations, 
as well as promotional materials. Several 
postage stamps are Bernie's work, including 
the Calgary centennial stamp of 1975 and the 
jointly-issued U.S. Bicentenennial stamp of 
1976. 

But designing philatelic cancellations, indi- 
vidualized for any village or town, was one of 
his most fulfilling tasks. 

'The post office is at the centre of a lot of 
events in smaller towns," says Bernie. "The 
cancellations can be very special for them, 
and I liked playing a small part in that." 

He produced thousands of cancels in his 
time, but remains modest. 

"It's really low-tech, if you think about it," 
! Bernie Reilander, who designed thousands of special event cancels, recently says Bernie. "You're just transferring ink from 
i hung up his sketching pen after 29 years. a pad to paper with a piece of rubber." rn 
I 

24 Performance October/November 
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VERNON & KEWWNA MAIL - a follow up 
From Mike Painter see page LXXXVII 

Here is some additional information about the car shown 
in the postcard on the last page of the July Postal History 
Research Group Newsletter: 

The mail car was a red McLaughlin two seater with folding 
top, purchased in June 1909 by William Scott to deliver 
mail between Vernon, Kelowna and Okanagan Mission. 
There was no snow clearing in those days so Soott had 
to go back to a team of horses in the winter. The McLaughlin 
was one of the first cars in Kelowna, which had a population 
in 19 10 of 1650. Scott replaced this car with a Model T 
prior to the First World War. 
(Source: Okanagan Historical Society Reports #2 1,27,57) 

( RECENTLY REPORTED CANCELS 

Thanks to K m Bsrlow, cec Coutts, Barry Drees, 
Jim Miller, Andrew Scott and others. 

STOP THE PRESS 

Maifed ~ f i e ; ' ~ ~  
Poste apres i'h 

2003 -09- 
MASSET RC 

FOR THE RECORD - in the past the last two pages of the news letter were numbered 
using Roman Numerals, effective with this issue the practice will stop and number will 
follow the normal page sequence. 

The British Columbia Postal History.Naws Letter is published quarterly on behalf or the British North America 
Philarelic Society. Dues for the news letter arc f 8.00 for one year or $15.00 for two yean (SCAN or SUS). 
Checks should be payable to Lhe editor, Bill Topping, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6P 5K2, Canada. 


