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HARBOUR PRINCESS 

Auction catalogues often describe R.P.0. and ship markings as 
"unlistedw or "unreportedw by L u ~ ~ o w .  The implication is that as 
result the item is of considerable value and is often estimated at 
well over $100. The HARBOUR PRINCESS cover shown below has been so 
described on a number of occasions. Unfortunately the "Harbour 
 princes^^^ rubber stamp marking is a corner card and not a ship 
cancellation. The ship marking on the cover is the BURRARD INLET 
(T.P.O.) cancellation, which was the name of the travelling post 
office operating in Indian Arm. Both the SCENIC and the HARBOUR 
PRINCESS served on this mail route betwen 1908 and 1970 and the 
cancellation is not rare being listed as a "CW by Topping & Robinson. 

Face - BURRARD INLET / JUL27 / 36 / B.C. 
---.. . ....... . . . . . . .  .-. .-..... -.--- -.. . . .  I... ......-....... .-.- --..---. __. .....___.. 7 

Walter Em Atkinson Jr. 

121 Butler Road 

G lyndon, -land 

Ludlow,on page 168 of the R.P.0. Handbook, explains quite clearly that 
P for a marking to be included it must have been applied for postal 

purposes. A ship corner card cannot be considered as a postal marking 
any more than a Canadian Pacific Railway return address can be 
considered an R.P.0. marking. Thus, these types of markings are not 
listed and should be looked on for what they are and not what some 
dealer would like them to be. 
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-. 
VICTORIA POSTAGE DUB "lo" 

Gray Scrimgeour, quite correctly, points out that the cover shown on page 124 is from 
SOUTH SALT SPRING not SALT SPRING as stated in the caption. He draws attention to 
the large "1OW, on the cover, which indicates ten cents postage due for the non 
payment of the registration fee. This was a generic Canadian marking found on covers 
emanating from eastern post offices. The "VICTORIA / 18 / JUN 12 / 03 / . CANADA ." 
backstamp would indicate that the "10" marking may have been applied at Victoria 
although the cover is also backstamped "LONDON / 24 / JUW 19 / 03 / . CANADA ." 
Gray also enclosed a much earlier O'Reilly cover backstamped "VICTORIA / NT / MY 29 / 
96 / B.C." showing the same "10" marking. In the editors collection there is a 
similar cover postmarked "VICTORIA WEST / MY 23 / 93 / B.C." and showing a large "2" 
indicating postage due. The cover is addressed to New Westminster and it would 
appear the "2" marking was added at Victoria. 

Similar large postage due numbers appear to have been used up to the 1940's with "4" 
being reported at Vancouver in the 1920's and "8" at Kelowna in 1949. Cec Coutts in 
his "Cancelled with Pride" show a complete set of numbers for Chilliwack. What other 
post offices used large postage due numbers and what was their period of use? 

. - - - -  --. J 
Back - VICTORIA / NT / MY 29 / 93 / B.C. 

The 0ritiah Columbia Pontal xistory News Letter i s  publbhed quarterly for th; 
Paci f ic  Northweat Regional Gtoup of t l e  British Norfh aer ica  Philatelic Society. 
The annual mearbexship 'fee i r  $5.00 in Canadian or US fundr. - 
Bill Topping, Editor, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6P 5X2, Canada. 
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COLUl48IA COAST MISSION 
r\ 

- Ken Ellison has supplied an interesting item on the Columbia Coast Mission ship the 
M.S. COLUMBIA. Much of his infromation is taken from Michael Hadley's book "God's 
Little Shipsn, which Ken recommends most highly. 

The MISSION SHIP COLUMBIA was built in 1910 by the Westminster Marine Railway Company 
of New Westminster for the Anglican Church of Canada. It was designed to be used as 
a mission boat along the B.C. coast and included a small hospital and a chapel. The 
Columbia Coast Mission was started, in 1904, by Rev. John Antle, a transported 
Newfoundlander, to provide spititual guidance among the settlers, loggers and 
fishermen of the coast. In the 1930's the M.S. COLUMBIA was sold and re-named the 
WAYWARD LADY and is reported to have been used ae a rum runner. 

To the postal historian the M.S. COLUMBIA is interesting in that it also carried mail 
at a charge of 1 cent per letter. A special postage stamp showing the COLUMBIA was 
produced, although it is reported that the stamps were actually issued to raise money 
for the mission. Between 1928 and 1930 the M.S. COLUMBIA also applied a brown hand 
stamp to the mail it carried. On reported covers the marking is used as a "way mail" 
marking rather than to cancel the stamp and as a result is not listed in Ludlow. A 
number of other ~ n ~ l i c a n  Mission Ships, including the M.S. RENDEZVOUR, the M. S. 
FREDNA, and the United Church ship the THOMAS CROSBY, all served on the B.C. coast 
but no markings from any of these boats have been reported. 

j 8 ,  N o t  churn r01 Ire rm mrrs 
nmrm To 

P.O. BOX 1585 . PRINCE RUPERT. B. C. 

A 

I 
AHOUSAT , 
NO 8 / 28 1 

I 
Dbpartment .. . of Probate & Suooesaion Duties., . .. .' . . ,  , . 

. . 
I Viotaria, B. C. 
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BIG LAKE RANCH - BIO LAKE - 
. 

M E M O R A N D U M .  -.- 

................. From lr ..... WILLIAM P A R k E R ,  . . . .  TO 
BIO LAKE RAN&, 

CARIBOO, B. C. 

Operating . . . .  
1 SO-MILE ROUSE-QUESXEL BORXY EXPRESS 

corrylng Hh N4est7'm Mail, Ynnwngen, etc. 

FRETGNTINO 
to d l  DOH. or CarlbOO. 

+ 3 

William Parker - Big Lake Ranch - 1905 
carrying His Majesty's Mail, 

Big Lake Ranch has a long association with mail activities in the Cariboo although 
the Post Office at Big Lake Ranch did not open until May 15, 1941. In the early 
1900's the owner, William Parker, not only owned the ranch but also owned the "150 
Mile House - Quesnel Forks Express" which held the contract to carry "His Majesty's 
Mail" in the Cariboo. 

The Big Lake Ranch Post Office opened May 15, 1941 as BIG LAKE RANCH , B.C. with Mrs. 7 

F.P.W. Harris as postmaster. A new hammer Type "Cc" was issued in 1978 which read 
BIG LAKE, B.C. / VOL 1GO. Equipment reading both BIG LAKE RANCH and BIG Wtg were 
used in the 1980's. 

Sample cancellations BIG LAKE and BIG LAKE RANCH 
1986 I11 21 -. 
f. ' 

- - -  1 

BIG LAKE RANCH 

L 
B C 

I R.P.O. 1 
2:  SGP 9s I 

BIG LAKE RANCH Blg bkr Ranch, B.C. 
B C VOL la 

L 

I " " L  '1  1- j 
PIG LAKE RMCH, B.C. 
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BIG LAKE or BIG WUtE RANCH 

p No official name change from BIG LAKE RANCH to BIG LAKE is shown in the postal 
records but in theory the name changed to BIG LAKE at the time of the issuing of the 
new Type "Ccn hammer in 1978. On June 1, 1989 the office became a temporary R.P.O. 
called BIG LAKE RANCH, R.P.O. 1 and on February 3, 1992 it became a Franchise B under 
the name BIG LAKE. Officially the office is still called BIG LAKE but early in 1992 
the POCON was changed to read BIG LAKE RANCH. 

HAMMERS & POCONS 

BIG LAKE RANCH / B.C. m w u m ~  
Type "En - proof 1941 03 02 
Late - 
BIG LAKE RANCH / B.C. , ..-*-==.T.z,--.-...y- "--.-----.- .. . - . . . . . * . - . ., . . -------.-- . - . - . -. . . ' -- ----. Type llCn - proof 1967 08 30 - 1  
Late 1976 08 17 

BIG LAKE B.C. / VOL 1GO 
Type "Cc" no proof 
Early 1978 07 07 
Late 1989 11 03 

R / BIG LAKE RANCH / B. C. 
. Registration box 

Proof undated 
Early 1974 04 02 
Late 1978 08 15 

640344 / BIG LAKE, B.C. 
POCON no proof 
Only 1978 07 07 

640344 / BIG LAKE RANCH / B C 
POCON no proof 
Only 1986 03 21 

654248 / R.P.O. 1 / 
BIG LAKE RANCH, B.C. / VOL 1GO 
POCON no proof 
Only 1988 09 22 

654574 / BIG LAKE / BC 
POCON no proof 
Early 1990 01 04 
Late 1991 10 09 

654574 / BIG LAKE RANCH, B.C. 
POCON no proof 
Early 1992 09 16 
 ate in use . 

r 
CAN ANYONE FILL THE GAPS? 

Post office name 
A d W 

By MICUEL MOYA 
The folks in Big Lake Ranch didn't take kindly to fedenl 

bureaucrats messing with the name of their post office. 
Canada Post decided to change Big Lake Ranch Post Office to 

Big Lake Retail Postal Outlet h'umber 1 when it contracted out 
postal senice to the owner of the general store last yew. 

But Ed h a k .  a 60-year-old local farmer and furniture 
builder, rustled up a posse of sorts - a 40-name petition - to 
head off the move. 

The local ~ o s t  office had the original name for more than :O 
years, and that was fine with the 1% families in homes and 
farms scattered in the community 56 kilometres northeast of 
Williams Lake, Deak said. 

Not being a town, there isn't much off~ci~tlly marking the 
location of Big Lake Ranch besides the post offim. 

But the new name was a "convoluted bureaucratic 
monstrosity" more s ~ t e d  to a penal colony than 3 communi!)', 
Deak and his neighbors objected in their petition. 

They also noted Big Lake Rancii is a historic nm.e csed on 
J1 maps since the Carihoo gold nrsh, h a ~ i a g  keen a way su!ion. 
though the ranch itself no longer exists. 

But Canada Post got wind of trouble brewing and backed 
down from putting up signs hearing the cew name. said non 
Harder, who operates the post office from his Ci$ !,,?.lie Generd 
Store and Restaurant - a lone building on Likeiy Road that is 
as close as you get to a town in Big Lake. 

Harder said he did not want to ''stir up the mmmaniiy" by 
hanging tbe sign and "I told the guy if you send me mother 
sign, I won't hang it  up." 

Canada Post spokesman Mike Bradshaw denied a conflict 
csists between the post offjce and the ccimmunit!: abour tke 
name change, saying "it's fine n i t h  us. They c m  call it 
whatever they want." 

Harder said he a-greed to take over the post ofice Ex. 11 as a 
service to the tomruuniiy, aIthough he does not make money 
irom the operation. 
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1. Rossland Duplex DBC-324 

A recent inquiry from Don Abel re. BC duplexes, holdings, tradables etc. spurred me into 
making a proper inventory of my BC duplex holdings. As I came to DBC-324 which is a 
Rossland B-11 type of cancel, I ran into an oddity. Bob Lee's second edition (1993) of 
Canadian Duplex Cancellations gives the proof date as May 15,1909 and the known time span 
of usage as May 20,1909 to April 1,1919. 
I have six copies in my collection which run from July 29, 1909 to h h c h  25, 1919 and then 
this freak shows up dated Oct. 20, 1901. (See photocopy attached). The only other B-11 it 
could be is a DBC-325 which however is 23mm in dia. versus the larger 24mm of my copy in 
question. All other physical measurements check out identically with the proper DBC-324 
which brings me to the postulation that the P.M. probably had too much demon rum in his tea 
or was too preoccupied with the local mining stock activities and inserted the wrong date. 
Since this is the year date however, he would only do this at the beginning of the year and by 
the time October 20 rolled around, we should see several of these misdated copies. What does 
the collcctive expertise of our newsletter readership feel? Are there copies of other dates 
within the 'same year'? Should the year be 1910 with the 01 reversed? Has anybody seen a 
proper ' 10' for the year 1910 7 

Editor's note - 
lc Edward issued 
July 1, 1903 - 
thus cancel 1910 

by Pete Jacobi 

-- - 

Card addressed to Spokane, Wash. - Oct  20,1901 
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CANADA POST - 

K Rw w~8tmbutmr K 
95-08-1% m sixth atreat  Ratail Outlat 

K Lewr R i w l a  BC 
95-08-11 Is Lowr M i 0 o f .  

BC -11 uwr 
95-09-01 OR -11 Uwr 00 611 

BC FulfOrd Wbw vos 1CO 
95-09-01 1Y N l f o r d  Bubw CO.t Of fhe  

BC nonce m a  K: vo1 aIIo 
9s-09.0s n ~u RO 

K M c b d  K 
9s-09-11 011 V ~ a o u w r  PO 6141 

BC Vuucuv8r 
95-09-1s ?A 8 W . t  Out- 

r BC V-wr M VSV 310 
95-11-24 OH Vummwr 00 l 40  
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THE D.L.0 in B.C. Research Paper #I 
VICTOIUA 

B.C.Plain 

In the Report of the Deputy Postmaster-General 1898-99, one reads * On 
July 1.1898, the Dead Letter Branch, heretofore centralized in Ottawa, was 
decentralized, branch offices being established at Toronto, Victoria, Montreal, 
Halifax and Winnipeg for the treatment of dead letter matter of all 
kinds ............ ". A post ofice CIRCULAR, dated 1898-6-1 indicated that all 
postmasters and Railway mail clerks "will direct (all classes of) dead mail 
from the Province of B.C. and the Yukon District" to Victoria 

This event had been much anticipated in Victoria and reports in the Times 
Colonfsr (21/05/98 and 16/06/98) in the "Notes from the Capitol" column 
attest to this fact. The ofice was duly opened on July 1, 1898 however its 
function quickly reverted to the handling of dead and undeliverable mail to 
and from Vancouver Island, the greater District function being taken over by 
the rapidly expanding Vancouver postoffice, which by 1902 also had its own 
Branch Dead Letter Office. The Victoria office seems to disappear from the 
picture by the early 1920's with the last reported marking from this office 
being July 22, 1921. 
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Type 2b 
BRANCH DEAD LETTER OFFICE I VICTORU, B.C. 
Proof: unknown Dimensions: 44x26mm 

The proof dates of the early Victoria hammers are unknown .as they were Type 2b 
proofed in the 1898-1908 period when the proof strikes are missing. BRANCH DEAD LETTER OFFICE 1 VICTORU, B.C. 

hoof IJnknorm Dimensions: 42x27mm 
A total of 7 different D.L.O. markings from Victoria have so far been 
identified encompassing 4 different types [ Ref: PHSC Journal #70 Page 401 

Type 1 CDS 
Type 2b Double Ring Oval 
Type 2c Triple Ring Oval 
Type 4a Single Frame Box 

It is most likely that markings not shown here may exist. I would request that 
members review their holdings and send me photocopies of any such items, 
along with measurements in millimetres. In addition, I would appreciate 
reports of holdings, with date, of those listed so that my data may be brought 
up to date. 

Type I Type 4a 
D.L.0. CANADA I .  VICTORIA. BRANCH. BRANCH D.L.O. 1 date I VICTORIA, B.C. 
Proof: unknown Dimensions: 7 25mm Proof Jun 7 191 5 Dimensions: 34x20mm 

Type 2c 
BRANCH DEAD LETTER OFFICE I+  V I m o a  
Proof: My 18 1912 Dimemiom: SOx3lmm 

Type 2b 
BRANCH DEAD LEITER OFFICE 1 VICTOm,  
Proof: Feb 8 19 19 Dimensions: 5 1 x32mm 

Type 2b 
Branch Dead Letter Office I  VImORU, B.C. 
Roof: Unlurown Dimensions: 50x3 1 mrn 

B.C. 



. 
MEEIBERBHIP DUEB 85.00 (CAN OR UB) ARE NOW DUq 

- REBPONBE FORM Volume 5 Number 1, March 1996 
P 

Forms should be mailed to Bill Topping 
B.C. Postal History News Letter 
7430 Angus Drive 
Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5K2 CANADA 

Dr. Brian Plain is presently working on the Dead Letter Office 
cancellations used in British Columbia. Part 1 deals with the 
Victoria D.L.O. Your assistance is requested. 

HAMMERS 

Type 1 
D.L.0. CANADA / . VICTORIA. BRANCH. 
Proof unknown Dimensions: 7 25mm ERD: Jan 24/02 LRD: JuI 1511 5 
Reports: 2 

Type 2b 
BRANCH DEAD LETTER OFFICE /VICTORIA, B.C. ..- 
Proof unknown Dimensions: 44x26mm ERD: Apr 24 1900 LRD: Aug 8 1907 

i Reports: 6 
Comment: Letters full serifs 

1 Type 2b 

I 
-.. 

BRANCH DEAD ~ T T E R  OFFICE /VICTORIA, B.C. 
Proof: Unknown Dimensions: 42x27mm ERD: Ju128 1908 LRD: Mar 15 1913 
Reports: 7 
Comment: Upper letters are blocked, lower are stxifed 

Type 2b 
BRANCA DEAD LETIER OFPICE / VICTORIA, B.Cd 
Proof Feb 8 19 19 Dimensions: 5 1 x32mm ERD: Feb 2-1920 LRD: Jul22 192 1 
Reports: 6 
Comment: Block letters. Upper letters small 

Type 2b 
Branch Dead Letter Office / VICTORIA, B.C. 
Proof Unknown Dimensions: 50x3 l mm ERD: Mar 21 191 9 
Reports: I 
Comment: Serifed 

Type 2c 
BRANCH DEAD LETTER OFFICE / + VICTORIA, B.C.+ 
Proof: My 1 8 19 12 Dimensions: 50x3 1 mm ERD: Jun 27 1912 LRD: Sep 5 191 8 
Reports: 8 
Comment: Side "dots" are Maltese Crosses 

I ~ y p e  4a 
I BRANCH D.LO. /date / VICTORIA, B.C. - .  

Proof: Jun 7 1915 Dimensions: 34x20mm ERD: Aug-1915 LRD: Jul6 1917 . 
Reports: 3 

I can provide no additional information 1-1 

Name ................................. 
P Address ............. ;................. DUES ENCLOSED $5.00 

Checks payable to - 
Bill Topping 

I- I ............................... 
Page xxxi 



ANNUAL RSPORT - NARCB 1996 
The B.C. Postal History Research News Letter is 
starting ite fifth year of publication and it 
appears to have achieved its purpose; that is to 
stimulate interest in the study and collecting of 
British Columbia postal history. There has been a 
steady increase in the number of member6 
responding to topics raised and much new 
information has been added to the editors file of 
British Columbia postal information. The editor 
has been amazed at the number of topics presently 
being researched by members and every attempt will 
be made to assist members with their studies. 

Although BNA policy etates that items of general 
interest appearing in the News Letters are to be 
published in Topics, to date nothing has been 
published. It is difficult to believe that 
nothing of "general interest" has been published 
in any of the news letters funded by BNAPS. On 
the other hand Maple Leaves the journal of the 
Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britian has 
run a number of items and your editor won the 
Cliford Aikens Trophy for the best article 
published in Maple Leaves in 1994-95. 

FINANCIAL REPORT - 1994-1995 

REVENUE 

Surplus previous year $171.00 $308.50 
Membership dues 220.00 220.00 
New members added 5.00 25.00 
Sale of back issue8 32.50 67.50 
Grant from BNA 128.00 - 

EXPENSES 

News Letters - members $176.00 $176.00 
News Letters - new members 4.00 20.00 
News Letter8 - back Issues 26.00 54.00 
Mailings to BNA officers 28.00 32.00 
Complimentary News Letters 8.00 18.00 
BNA free News Letters 6.00 6.00 

MEN8ER8BIP As of March 1996 
9 

Abel, D. - Westbank, BC 
Bailey, W.J. - Richmond, BC 
Barlow, K. - West Vancouver, BC 
Bartlett, W. - Saanichton, BC 
Bedwell, S. - Salmon Ann, BC 
Brown, J. - Pender Island, BC 
Cabbage, K.J. - Alta Loma, CA 
Cart, Dr. R.V.C. - Youngstown, OH 
Cooper, T. - Williams Lake, BC 
Coutte, C.C. - Abbotsford, BC 
Ellison, K. - Oyama, BC 
Frick, S.A. - Surrey, BC 
Harria, B.A. - Calgar{, AB 
Jacobi, P. - Richmond, BC 
Jones, T.M. - Sutton Courtenay, ENG 
Joyner, G.W. - Yellowknife, NWT 
Keenlyside, J. - Vancouver, BC 
Kembel, V. - Mt . Lehman, BC 
Lee, R.A. - Kelowna, BC 
Leith, R.D. - Abbotsford, BC 
Link, D. - Edmonton, AB 
Marrion, H. - Brentwood Bay, BC 
McGregor, C. - Vancouver, BC 
McGuinness, R.M. - West Vancouver, BC 
Millar, J. - Xamloops, BC 
O'Reilly, K. - Yellowknife, NT 
Painter, M.F. - South Surrey, BC 
Piercey, D. - Edmonton, AB 
Plain, Dr. B.C. - Kelowna, BC 
Price. A. - Kelawna, BC 
Robinson, W.G. - Vancouver, BC 
Roeenblat, D.G. - Cantonment, FL 
Sagar, M. - Vancouver, BC 
Schutt, L. - Brietol, ENG 
Scott, A. - Delta, BC 
Scrimgour, Dr. G.K. - Victoria, BC 
Sherritt, N.A. - Surrey, BC 
Skucae, A. - Cranbrook, BC 
Smith, J.N. - Rocky Mountain House, AB 
Snow, Bryan, Vancouver, BC 
Southey, T.W. - Abbotsford, BC 
Steinhart, A.L. - Toronto, ON 
Switt, J, Fort Worth TX 
Tidball, W. - Kelowna, BC 
Topping, W.E. - Vancouver, BC 
Unwin, A. - Bellevue, WA 
Wallace, J. - Victoria, BC 
Wilson, V. - College Station, TX 
Young, A.M. - Revelstoke, BC 
Young, W. - Victoria, BC 

Surplua 
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