BNA
TOPICS

Vol. 1 . May-June 1944 No,

The First George V Issue—Pollock
1855-7 10d Blue Cartier—QO’Meara
Newfoundland Scott 87d—Meyerson

First Printing 10c Small Queens Nov. 1874—Rankin

Canadian Notes—Twenty

Official Publication of the
BriTi;h North America Philatelic Society



NEWFOUNDLAND
Cat. No. 152

This 9¢ myrtle green stamp deplcting the Cabot Tower 18 the scarcest
of the 1928 Publlcity Issue. Some Newfoundland specialists believe
that it will reach the $5.00 mark within a few years. That is a matter
of speculation. However, If you need this stamp for your collection you
will not hesitate to buy at our prices.

MINT SINGLES

Good AVErage COPY ..icvesvesasesnsnsnsas $1.00
Belected COPY ..::vvvvanns P i » I | 3

U. 8. FUNDS

Only one stamp per customer,

Blocks of four will be supplied, subject to the prior filling of all orders :
for singles made within a reasonable time.

R. ST. J. FREEZE & CO.
Fredericton, N. B., Canada

Ref. Royal Bank of Canada, Fredericton, N, B.



I think it pertinent here to ask has he dismissed the question of shrinkage
in paper?

He no longer talks of paper and admits different impressions, what dues he
really mean by Impression?

As fur us can be ascertained no one caims any distinct variety in design in
this die but a difference in the size of the stamp owing to faulty reproduction
from the matrix to the plate,

As regards the coniention that the difference is caused by the shrinkage in
the paper one must bear in mind a great difference must necessarily exist in
paper accidently shrunk or stretched and that purposely worked on.

Also it must not be lost sight of that in the stamps of Ceylon the difference
Iis in length only whereas with the 10d blue Canada the variation applies to the
breadth us well as the length. The question might be pertinent as to why one
paper should shrink one way only and the other paper both ways,

Mr, Jarrett in his very extensive and comprehensive work of 1929 “B. N, A"
while guoting Mr. Brouse's article leaves one under the impression that Mr.
Brouse attributed the differences in size to shrinkage in the paper. This is not
so and further I do not think Mr, Jarrett meant to convey the impression. He
undoubtedly desired to give credit to Mr. Brouse and this done instead of start-
ing a new paragraph began a new senténce in the same paragraph and unin-
tentionally leand the reader to believe the whole paragraph expressed Mr. Brouses

opinion.
Mr. Jarreit also gives a detail of the stock of Mr. C J. Phillips in June 1928,
Wide Medium Narrow
10d blue thin paper ............ ke a g b 9 12
medium paper ..........e0000 y 8 2 0
thick DADEr .. cvecoarvsssinros el | | 0 0

To my way of thinking this as a very strong argument in support of the
opinions of Mr., Brouse, Mr. Castle, Mr, Tapling and Mr. Thornhill, Mr, Young
claims the thin paper is the most liable to shrink and yet the thin paper is the
only one to exhibit the three varieties of transfer. If thin paper shrinks it nec-
essarily becomes thicker and you would have no narrow stamps on very thin
paper as we find.

I do not suppose this matter of size will ever be definitely disposed of and
we are all entitled to our respective opinions as to how these different sizes of
the same die came about but I cannot for one moment imagine these varieties
if occuring from shinkage of the paper the paper would shrink so very evenly
in every Instance, and after examining some hundreds of them I cannot do oth-
erwise than side with the opinion of those who attribute the varieties to faulty
procedure in the reduplicating from the matrix, It must be borne in mind here
that the matrix is the term applied to the secondary or intermediate die used
in producing duplicate copies of a single dle. The original dle is also sometimes
erroneously termed the matrix. Here It must be borne in mind that two ave-
nues of error exist 10 in the reproduction from the original die, concave or “in-
tagio” to the matrix—=20 from matrix, convex or “cameo” to the plate,

1 won't recessarily ecall them avenues of error but rather in Mr. Brouse's
terms “engravers license” the uneven hardening of the matrix or of the plate
would easily account for these differences in size. And rightly or wrongly I
consider that if these differences were due to shrinkage there should be no nar-
row stamps on thin paper and the narrowest stamps are found Invariably on
the thinnest paper.

MR. B. N. A. DEALER

YOUR AD HERE WILL REACH B. N. A, COLLECTORS EXCLUSIVELY
At a cost to you of less than a post card per reader

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW.
SEND YOUR ORDER TO THE EDITOR



Newfoundland—Scott's #87d
by D. Meyerson

The Regular collector of Newfoundland who wants a comparatively inex-
pensive stamp to speclalize in can find a very fertile field in the lc Guy, Scott's
#87d. Although all of the stamps in the sheet are Interesting varieties, I mean
to confine myself exclusively to the one varlety that has attained a catalogue
listing,

The Guy set, issued on August 15, 1910, was lithographed by the firm of
Whitehead Morris and Co.,, on unwatermarked paper. All of the stamps were
printed in sheets of 200, and it is the right hand pane in the case of the 1c, that
bears the interesting varlety.

Stamp #41, in the right hand pane has a marked transfer flaw, a crease
extending from under the 0 of 1610, down to and cutting the line that bounds
the oval containing the portrait of Guy. The crease has done away with the
lower arm of the E of NEWFOUNDLAND 80 that it is apelled NFWFOUND-
LAND.

Although Scott lists the mlaty a8 #87d, no mention is made of the fact
that the varlely exists In all of the catalogue perforation types. This stamp
therefore offers a fleld for the specialist in Newfoundland stamps since it can
be found in perf. 12, as originally printed, and also in the two subsequent per-
forations in which this stamp exists, namely perf. 12x11, and 12x14.

In addition, B. W. H. Poole, in his booii on Newfoundland lists the variety
as existing in perf 11%x11, a perf, variety listed by neither Scott nor Gibbons.

Furthermore, the 8. A. Brown collection contuined a plece that may be un-
ique. The piece in question which sold at auction in 1940 for $260.00, was a
mint block ol six, perf, 12x14, two pairs of which were Imperforate vertically.
One of these pairs contalned the "NFW" error,

Gibbons lists the same Lype of plece as existing in the 12x11 perforation.

In conclusion we find that the following varieties are sald to exist. Those
marked with an asterisk I am certain of since I am in possession of the copies,
or else 1 have seen them.

I Perf 12¢
II Perf. 12x11*

(a) Horizontal pair imperf between
III Perf. 12x14*

(a) Horizontal pair imperf between®*
IV Perf. 11%x11

KEEP IT UNDER YOUR HAT

This has been broadcast before perhaps, but it is of the utmost importance
that these regulations be observed.

Von't ask service men overseas to handle philatelic matter such as securing
APO cancels.

Don't publish addresses of service men showing APO numbers in conjunc-
tion with the name of their organization or unit.

This is official, coming direct from the Security Division of the Intelligence
Depaitment of the U, 8. Army.

At a meeting of a local stamp club, an Army Officer, under orders, address-
ed the members present, and gave the above Instructions. He pointed out that
enemy agents have pleced together bits of Information from here and there and
have added them up to eause Information of vital importance to reach the en-
emy. He also called our attention to what great lengths our ally, Great Britain
has gone to in order to prevent any information from reaching Hitler. You will
recall reading of the recent decision to stop even diplomatic mall from leaving
the country. This at a time when it may Incur the displeasure of neutrals
whose friendship "is needed. Important events are shaping up, thousands of
mens lives are at stake, perhaps one of them close to you, and philatelists should
realize that it is most Important to win the war with as little loss as possible.
Alluwing information to seep through will cost lives unnecessarily. A great

cest for a small thing—a postmark.



CANADIAN NOTES
by Twenty

We wonder If Canada will ever follow Great Britain in having advertising
in its stamp booklets.

Sentimentally my favorite stamps are the 1808 map stamp; the three pence
beaver; the 1934 seal of New Brunswick stdmp; the two cent stamp of the
Royal Visit issue; and the eight cent grey Vlictoria of 1893—in the order named.
What are yours?

Applicant J. A. Siverts is now an ensign. He reports that he picked up a
number of good items in New Orleans. John is a nephew of Postmaster Coan
of Minneapolis.

Never have I heard a Canadian called a foreigner. He is either a Canadian
or a nelghbor,

Collecting Canadian stamps with perforated initinls is an interesting side
line. We hope that a complete check list will be printed some day. Roy Wood-
house started this back in 1938 in the C, P, 8, Officlal Bulletin, but according
to his own statements it was not complete, :

The Hoover Official Catalog of Canadian Precancels appeared In July 193§
It's a long time between catalogs.

Scribners have just published an interesting history of Canada written by
stamp collector Harold B. Clifford of Boothbay Harbor, Maine. Pictures of
Canadian stamps are found at the end of nearly every chapter,

Twenty cannot help but do a little plugging for the stamp Description Chart
being circulated by the A, P. 8.

FIRST PRINTING OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA 10 CENT
SMALL QUEEN NOVEMBER 1874

by P. L. D. Rankin

Canadian Specialists have long known that the first printing of the 10 cent
small Queen of November 1874 is an elusive and very collectible item.

Frobably many collectors have passed up this stamp, thinking it was just
a sun-faded copy, as it has all the appearance of having been exposed to strong
sunlight. Such, however, is not the case. It is a regular lssue as printed by
the British American Bank Note Company.

Fred Jarrett, 1 believe, best describes it as “PALE FADED MAGENTA."

Howe states that The American Journal of Philately of November 20, 1874,
carried a notice that Canada has issued a 10 cent Rose. In the next issue of
the above magazine, it is described as having been printed in a “peculiar Pale
Rose—we cannot call to mind any other stamp of this peculiar tint.”

The above contemporary statement is proof that the stamp was printed and
issued as we know it today.

A8 to its unusual pale color, I find It uniform in mint as well as used con-
dition. T possess several original gum mint coples on which the gum is as
though the stamp had been recently printed—that s, smooth and evenly sur-
faced which would hardly be the case had the stamp been exposed to strong
sunlight,

T have a number perforated 1114x12, and [ feel sure it is found perforated
12x12. The paper I8 a medlum semi-opaque to rather thick opague wove,

I trust this short description will enahle collectors to identify the stamp.
It is an item well worth having.



Report of the Secretary
NEW MEMBERS

49 Bellis, Royal E., 3 Sturges Street, Binghamton 4, N. Y.
50 Daggett, H. M., 329 BEarl Street, Kingston, Ontario, Canada
61 Davenport, Leslie A., 230 Lonsmount Drive, Toronto 10, Ontario, Canada
52 Fifield, Edson J., 600 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y.
53 Gallagher, Dr. Clifford D., 4 Cottage Place, Utica 4, N. Y.
64 Galllver, Joseph H., 617 Ann Arbor Street, Flint 3, Michigan
66 Howe, Stewart S., 438 East 61 Street, New York, N. Y.
66 Ingram, J. E. 4990 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles 21, California
37 Kilton, John B, 109 Empire Street, Providence, R. L
58 OBchrage, Max, 300 Central Park W., New York 24, N. Y.
69 BSiverts, John 8. 1st Batt, Rodd Field, Corpus Christi, Texas.
60 Trufant, Dr. L. H,, Peoples Bank Bldg., Oberlin, Ohio,
61 Whiting, P. F. C. Edward J., 414 Eddy Street, Ithaca, N. Y,

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
(objections to membership must be made in writing within 15 days)

Abbott, Charles C., 16 Cushman Place, Auburn, Maine (C) CAN, postage and
revenue, by Spencer Anderson, 21.

Banyal, Arpad, 7213 Pine Street, Upper Darby, Pa. (C) B, N. A, U. 8. comm.,
Austria, Scandinavian States, Chile, by Jack Levine, 1.

Bond, Nelson S., Willow Road, Grove Park, Roanoke 17, Va. (C) CAN all phases,
specializing Booklet Panes, Colls, Revenues, Postal Stationery, by F. W.
1 ollock, 7.

Coons, Clarence E. 439 No. Unlon Avenue, Cranford, N. J. (C) CAN postage,
covers, U, 8. F. D. covers, by Jack Levine, 1,

Draudt, O. E,, 124 N, Hill Street, Marion, Indiana (C) CAN, B. N. A, U. 8., Aus-
tralia, Falkland Is., Br. Guiana, Br. Honduras, Luxemburg, by W. R. Hoff-
man, 10

Lalng, E Bruce, P. O. Box 6, Donagiac, Mich. (C) CAN, NFD, by H. R. Meyers §

Minuse, Kenneth, 1236 Grand Concourse, Bronx §6, N. Y. (C. D.) NFD,, by Jack
Levine, 1.

Moll, Arthur B., 1240 72 Street, Brooklyn 2§, N. Y. (C) NFD., Br. America, U. S.
postage, by Daniel C. Meyerson, 8.

Neison, H. 1., 680 Sherbrooke Street W., Montreal, Quebec, Can. (C) CAN, mint
and used, singles and blocks, plate numbers, F. D, covers, alrmall covers,
by Chris Goulden, 26.

Noe, Oscar F., 2921 E. Grand Blvd., Detroit 2, Mich. (C) CAN., NFD, U. S., Br.
Colonles, France, Alrmails, by H. R. Meyers, 9.

Norbeck, Lt. (Jg) J. L., 4932 Morgan Avenue S. Minneapolis, Minn. (C) B. N. A.
19 Century, by Jack Levine, 1.

Jamieson, Raymond A., Almonte, Ont., Canada. Can. Phil. Lit., by No, 7.

I am preparing for publication starting with the next issue of “Topics,” the
listing of members by thelr numbers to show those who collect the same type
of material. All members listed will have expressed their willingness to ex-
change and/or correspond. Each phase of collecting will be noted and given a
designating letter—A-B, ete. New applications, when published, will show the
types of collecting by means of these letters. Remember the letters that des-
ignate your own noted interests and you will then be able to recognize the new
apphcant who collects material similar to your own. This manner of listing
is belng used to simplify recognition of a .members types of collecting and
theicby make it easier for you to realize with whom you can correspond and
exchange.

CANADIAN PRECANCELS
I iave wiitten to the various post office Branches in Canada issuing num-
bered precancels and shall have all such as are avallable. Any membér de-
giring any of these, please write to me and request those you want at face. No
discount on these, since [ Incurred postage and money order charges and the
difference wiil defray such cost to me. J. Levine, Secretary, 610 Liberty Ave.,
Brooklyn 7, N. Y.



Canada—1855-7 10d blue Jacques Cartier

by Lt. Col. John 8. O'Meara

Up to 1894 no mention appears to have been made in the philatelic press as
to the variation in length and breadth of the pence issues of Carada and more
pa.uicularly of the 10d blue Jacques Cartier. The attention of the stamp col-
lecting public was then first drawn to these differences when at a meeting of
the Philatelic Society of London, Eng., now the Royal Philatelle Society, held
on L3rd February 1894 a paper uon the subject by Mr. W. H. Brouse of Toronto
was read to the attendance by Mr. M. P. Castle. In this article Mr. Brouse
deals with the 7%d green and 10d blue and Mr. Castle added a few remarks of
his own embracing the %d, 3d and 6d of this lssue as well. When Mr. Brouse's
puper wus sibmitted to Mr, Castle the latter immediately went through the
stamrps of this issue in the stocks of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons Ltd. and of Mr.
W. H. Peckitt—his investigations fully corroborated Mr., Brouse's findings.

In this paper I propose dealing with the 10d blue only and as a start can-
not do better than quote Mr. Brouse's opinlon as then expounded he says,

“Of the 10d blue there are three distinct varleties in design, viz:—

10 (a) the long and narrow 223%x171%

20 (b) the long and broad 223;x18

223 x18%

30 (c) the short and broad 22x18

The stamp (a) comes on thin to very thin paper.

The gtamp (b) comes on thick paper.

The stamp (¢) comes on thin paper.

The b) 22%%x18 is full measurement and the 22%x18%% ls bare measurement.
Mr, Drouse names the three varieties, Mr. Castle supplementing the measure-
ments und paper.

Tne outside edges or ornaments are in all the cases the same, but the dif-
ference lies in the fact of the oval or frame around the head, having been, as
the case may be elongated or contracted or sometimes widened out.

The extreme variation in length is about 1/16” and in width about 1/32",
which is considerable in a postage stamp. I doubt very much if this happened
tnrough interiion, but rather think that it is the result of what may be termed
“printers license.” However, whatever it may be the result ls that there are
thre¢ distinct varieties.

Here Mr. Brouse exhibited the three varietles and T note In the illustrations
of ©il three the oval touches the outside line of the double lined frame at the
sldes, the break in the inner line of the frame measuring about 5 mm, i.e. this
inner line ceases altogether over that length so for the purpose of my paper |
wili call these stamps die 1 as later on I propose showing that in addition to the
differences in the size of the stamps printed from this die I that another die
of this stamp existed and stamps were printed from it.

Mr. Brouse contlnues, “It will, 1 think, be found that the earlier one of
these Is the long and narrow, on thinnish paper then the long and broad (which
is the most common), on thicker paper; I have for a long time known of the
above differences, and at first thought it only an optical delusion, owing to some
of the copies having had their sides closely trimmed, but on closer observation
the distinct d'fferences as I have mentioned were manifest.”

Mr. Brouse here pfoes on to state he has noticed slighter variations In the
6d and T7%%d.

Mr. Castle who read the paper, then, as [ have previously mentioned states
he has verifie: slight variations In the %d and 3d as well as the 6d, 7%d and
104 already noted.

As I am conflirming my paper to the 104 only, there is a remark of Mr. Cas-
tle's that is more than illuminating regarding these stamps when he states:

“l have examined and measured some forty copies 10d blue, including a
strip of three, as al.o a proof on very thin India paper, which corresponds ex-
actly In measurement with Variety (b) on the thick paper (22%x181%). It is
obvious that to be absolutely accurate beyond % mm with an ordinary gauge
1s _hardly possible” Personally, In dealing with the measurements I quote I
have used a very fine caliper and checked every measurement over many times



and I may #ay I quite concur with Mr, Castle In that it is nearly impossible to
be accurate Leyvond % mm.

Mr. Castle cannot see that the differences are to be accounted for by
shrickage in paper In view of the 10d proof on thin paper being on all fours
with the ordinary stamp on thick paper.

When Mr. Brouse's paper had been read discussion ensued and Major Evans
suggested the differences were due to shrinkage In paper, in the case of these
stamps, the extreme variation was about §% and he claimed in experiments he
got a shrinkage of 8% in damping and drying wove bank paper. Mr. Bacon
agreed In this view as he said he could not accept the explanation of two dies
for the stamp., Other speakers thought the variation of the shape of the oval
in the 10d from an elongated oval to a near approach of a ecircle, almost too
marked to be due to shrinkage of paper,

Mr. Bacon is the first person to ralse the question of two dies as it must
be remembered that neither the author of the article or his interpreter, Mr,
Castle, valsed this point, their contention being that the difference arose in the
transfer from the matrix.

So as to allow you to form your own unbiased opinion on the subject of the
difference arising from shrinkage in paper or otherwise, I will diverge and re-
vert to the early Ceylon stamps a reference list of which was published by the
London Philatlelic Society about 1874 when it was noted that these stamps of
1863 on unwatermarked paper were generally lmim shorter than the |ater issue
on watermarked C & CC paper although the engraved dies were Identical. Major
Evans found some over 1% mm. shorter which he attributed to shrinkage of
paper and years later applied to same argument when the question of the Can-
adian 10d blue came before the London Philatelic Society. Still on the subject
of theswe Ceylon stamps, Mr. T. R. Tapling, probably the greatest philatelist
and student in philately of the 19th century writing in “Le Timbre Poste" of
that day, claims the difference cannot be due to the shrinkage of paper because
the stamnps have all shrunk evenly and attributes it to some defect In the pro-
cess of making the plates,

He reasons thus:

“The stamps of every value were Identical In type. They Were engraved on
steel, 1 think by Perkins, Bacon and Co.,, €¢ach stamp by a process of reduplica-
tion being reproduced from a matrix; the plate was then hardened for printing,
In consequen-e there is no variety In type, the engraved lines in the short
stamps correspond to those in the long ones, though slightly contracted.

“In my opinion it is more than probable that the difference in length is at-
tributable to some slight defect in the procedure of reduplicating the plates
from the original matrix.”

Mr. Clifton A. Howes in his “Canada,” 1911, goes very extensively into the
matter of these Ceylon stamps, when dealing with the variations In size of the
10d blue Canada, and to throw every possible light on the subject quotes at
length from various authorities and I will now reproduce the two principal con-
flicting opinions that have not already been quoted in this article.

Mr. W. B. Thornhill writing in 1889 on these Ceylon stamps supports Mr..
Tapling's theory, which also appears In Mr. Howes', that the difference s at-
tributable to some slight defect in the procedure of reduplicating the plates from
the original matrix.

Mr. Howes then proceeds to destroy the contention of these two gentlemen
by supporting the opinions of Major Evans and Mr. Frank C. Young. Major
Evans' oplnion and experiments I have already alluded to and now Mr. Frank
C. Young, who was in the printing business, also experimented, and with suc-
cess, on stretching paper similar to that on which these stamps were printed
and Mr, Howes considers these experiments “settle at once and for all the rea-
son of the three distinct varieties In deslgn of Mr. Brouse.,"

Mr. Howes, after making this declaration when giving a reference list of
these stamps—states as follows:

"1866 Jan. thin wove paper
10D deep blue, Prussian blue
wide impression
narrow impresasion
double strike



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I regret Lhat I cannot meet each new member personally, or that we are
unable to get together at meetings, but, the Soclety is pleased to have you on
fts roster. Through the medium of “Toplcs” and correspondence among mem-
bers, we shall be In close contact with one another. One method of getting ma-
terial will be through your use of “Classified Topica Column,” another by
promptly accomplishing and returning the card sent out with the last issue of
“Toples.” .

The idea of having an exchange circuit operated by the Soclety has been
tabled due to present conditions.

The Secretary will contact, and invites volunteers to act as reglonal repre-
sentativea to loster local group meetings.

Do not fail to suggest a fellow-collector's name, also your ideas so that we
can serve you better.

SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT ISSUE
by #3

Wewfoundland's now famous stamp issue of 1933 Is llsted by Scott under
numbers 212 to 226 incl. Perforations are given as 13%, and 14, but no indica-
tion as to which stamps bear elther or both perforations. To date I have the
comjpiete set perforated 1314, but have been able to find only eeven values per-
forated 14, viz: 217, 219, 220, 221, 228, 224 and 225.

It all values exist in both perforation varieties, it would be possible to have
twn Gllbert sets for future collectors of Newfoundland to hunt for.

The writer would appreciate hearing from others who have found values
other than mentioned perfed 14.

CHECK LIST: Pert.

Scott # 18% 14
v W Tt ey x
b R R W YL L ) x
o P e T T x
B v iVicnesevaniaisbes E
| SR URR e s e T O x
BT siiiernunntenernane . x x
i o PR D O x
e ..... T T T PR x x
R A T e x x
BBL iasnsTanantess x x
B8) Gioaiaia venasErerE x
T PRIETR. x x
SRS x x
BB i iR s wis x x

OUR B. N. A. PRICE LIST IS STILL FREE

Write us today.
We Carry—

Postage Revenues Stationery First Flights ete.

Victoria Stamp Company

London 40, Ontarie, Canada
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EDITOR’S PAGE

Catching up with Father Time

You may be a little puzzled by the double date on this issue of “Toplcs,” so
a word of explanation. It seems that your committee was a bit more ambitious
and anxious than practical in starting the publication of “Topics.” We got off
to a late start on number one, remained tardy on number two, but from now
on, “Topiecs” will reach you with a fresher looking date, The regular routine
will not have to be disturbed this way, and, everybody will be happy, we hope.
For the July number, get your copy in before June 15th, and thereafter before
the 15th of each and every month for the following month's publication.

Mr. Pollock is again with us this month with an article that should prove
to be of greal Interest. Urgent out of town business prevented Mr. Pollock
from contributing his article in time to make the April number,

If you know a collector interested in BNA send in his name and address.
We will forward to your friend a sample copy of "Topics” with an application
blank. Your name will appear on the blank as recommender. A limited num-
ber of “Topics” is reserved for this purpose.

With this issue yvou will note a third display advertiser, whom we all wel-
come to our modest but growing list of patrons. Thanks, Mr. Holmes, of Vic-
toria Stamp Co., for your contract.

The BNAPS notes with regret the passing of Kugene Klein. Mr. Klein, as
our readers swnow, was an outstanding philatelic figure for a number of years,
during which time he made a host of friendships. His death will be felt as a
great loss to all of them.

No. 32, our own A. L. MeCready, publishes one of the nicest little philatelic
magazines extant. He calls it “Popular Stamps,” a name well chosen, and if
you send him the next half a buck you can spare, you too will agree that It is
a good investment for a whole years' stamp reading. His address: Cobden, On-
tario, Canada,

- —

Always mention “Topics” when writing to advertisers, It helps them and BNAPS



A

The First George V Issue

by F. Walter Pollock

1 haven't ny Bartlett before me, and so I can't give the quotation verbatim,
nor acknowledge the authorship, but it runs to the effect that error, when once
it has appeared in print, is much harder to suppress than truth.

Philatelically, there is probably no better illustration of the truth of this
statement, than the Die A and Die B theory advanced in connection with the
series of stamps issued by Canada from 1912 to 1928, the first Canadian design
to depiet Kirg George V. The theory has more lives than the proverbial cat;
strike it down in one place, and a little later it shows its ugly head somewhere
else It ?_Las appeared in the pages of otherwise reputable and reliable ecata-
logues; it has heen folsted upon unsuspecting readers under the most dublous
circumstances, as when an English publication alleged it to have been reprint-
ed from Mekeel's and written by B, W. H. Poole, whereas Mekeel's never had
printed it, and Mr, Poole was not the author,

It must have originated with some would-be student, unaware of the most
rudimentary and fundamental rules of philatelic research—and with no know-
iedge of engraving and printing from recessed plates, Specifically, reference
Is made to the horizontal shading lines in the corner spandrels of the design;
if these horizontal lines are joined at their outer edges by a vertical line, the
stamp is from Die B, while if the vertical lines are absent, Die A ls involved.

The facl of the matter is that the vertical lines were present on the master
die, and on the working die for each value—but on most of the values, the line
was cut too weakly, and soon wore off the plates. In later years, the line was
restored, generally by plate re-touching, although new dies were prepared for
a couple of the low denominations. Only in the case of the 20c stamp does it
appear that the die may have been re-cut, from which a new tranafer roll was
taken in order to lay down Plate No. 9 of that value.

Where our theorist erred is in the fact that, when gathering thousands of
used stamps for study, he falled to realize that mere quantity meant nothing
unless the accumulation was chosen to reflect all periods: that is, to contain
dated copies from the earliest days to the time of his studies. But no—these
stamps were not saved in the early days when there were no varieties to look
for, and little interest in research on current stamps, but in the later years, af-
ter plate weai had established itself, and been corrected.

If one examines copies used in early 1912, the line will be found in all cases,
for then it had not had time to wear awa¥. How confusing a first day cover
must be to one who relies on this theory, because the stamp on such a cover
would have all the appearance of having stemmed from Die B!

CLASSIFIED TOPICS
For members only. Rates 2c per word. Min. 156 words per ad. 500 words
at will $4.00. All ads payable in advance. Scotts humbers used unless other-
wise specified.

WANTED—CANADA—on COVER—pence and cent issues, LARGE %4, 1, 2, 5,
f, 12%, 15 cents, SMALL 10 cent. Scotts Nos. 46, 47, 60, 55, 656, T3, 80, 82, 84, 94,
98, ivl-103. Send what you have with vour lowest prices. Cash or exchange.
Jack Levine, 510 Liberty Avenue, Brooklyn 7, N, Y.

WANTED—Newfoundland pre-stamp and stampless covers. Also Newfound-
land Postage Pald Provisional cover handstruck in green Sept. 1920. Send
priced net. Frompt replies assured. Tlan Meyerson, 765 Eastern Parkway,
Brooklyn 13, N Y

WANTED—Enrlv Canadian Proofs and F‘ssa.}'s Submlt or describe, with lowest
cash price, Alexander Hyde, 884 Brooklyn Ave, Brooklyn 3, N. Y.

WANTED—-‘ROOKL.ET PANES of the WORLD., Send same on approval, priced
net. W. R. Hoffmann, 7718 96th Ave,, Ozcme Park i N . 4

WANTED: CANADIAN PRECANCELS; DOUBLF‘D AND INV‘P‘R'T‘I',D VAR-
IETIES. Forward with your price or preference in exchange. J. lLevine, 510
Liberty Ave., Brooklyn 7, N. Y.




CANADIAN PLATE VARIETIES

No. Price
96a, e Quebec major re-entry block .......... dalgsa vy Y50
144a ac Confed, dot in ball of 6, block 0f 9 .v.ovvivuvenrnrnnnnns 1.60
180a 2¢ green, cockeyed King, strip of 4 ............c0000000. . 2.00
181a, 2¢ red, cockeyed King, strip of 4 .......000000004s PR 2.50
182a 2¢ brown, cockeyed King, ptrip of 4 ............. S 1.50
191b 3c on 2¢, extended moustache, block .......vovvevnnennn, 1.26
191e 3c on 2¢ hunched 8 variety, block ......... e, .76
192a 3c Conf, broken E, plate no, block of 8 ....cvvvnvernneenn 1.00
203a 20¢ Regina, broken X variety plate block of 8 ............ 4.00
208a 8c Cartier wide gutter var. block of 8 ...... b s Wi, i) 20.00
211a le Jubilee weeping princess block of 6 ................. 6.50
211b 1¢ Jubilee cracked plate block of 8 .........ccovviunnns 3.00
214a bc Jubilee dash in A, block ...... e L TR P S R 1.50
216a 13c Jubilee shilling mark var. block ....... SEd s e 4.00
216¢ 13¢ Jubilee, hairline between stamps, block .............. 2.00
217a 1c 1936 colour smear in scroll, block ....cvcvvuvunnnn P
218a 2¢ 1935 mole on forehead, block .....covsvverarvnrranrnnn B0
226a 50c 1986 major re-entry, block ............cccciiiiiiiians 6.50 ;
233a 8c 1937 creased collar, DIOCK ....stvevosssessansnsnanenss .75
Cbb 8c air 1986 moulting wing, block .....cievevrvrararerenss 1.50
Cbc 6c 1935 hairline in 6, block .................. Frc i il 1.26

NEWFOUNDLAND CONSTANT VARIETIES

2 Cent Block
260A no Rl on B i.ispnasrisarsdeinesarens e s e gube ey Ty 2.00
260B Dot instead of taill on 2 ..... SRS Y by G P S T
250C Broken Tiimvasddsssbalsessanssseasncrasssapngssis A 1.26
250D Raised surcharge ..... ol A b A 8 R T T et . 1.00 !

4 Cent
261A CENTL variety ......ccooense0s I TPy sesss 83.B0
251B Dot In C ....is. i oo e LA A TR 3T s et o Rt =
251C Broken T ceis-ecans PR e g S iR e R T e g A UD
251D Raised surcharge .......... T T Ly A .76
261E NT Jjoined ........... R Ay e SR At 2 1.00

INVESTMENT SPECIAL

260 and 261 complete sheets of 100 including all varletles ...... 35.00
iy

N. B. 10% discount if you remit U. 8. funds.

J. N. Sissons
204 Glenrose Avenue Toronto, Canada

_—



