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Editorial: So you want to write a book 
-with apologies to Glenn Gould 

A
FTER enjoying your hobby for years, you may feel that you want to 
popularize your specialty. One way to do this is by writing a book (or 
alternatively, articles- for Topics, if possible-or both) on the subject. 

BNAPS is going to provide support for such publications in the near future; 
the Allan Steinhart Memorial Fund of the PHSC does the same already. 

However, there are a number of difficulties that novice and not .... so .... novice 
authors of books run into. Assume you've organized your material, di .... 
vided it into chapters, created a rough table of contents, written the "story", 
scanned the relevant pictures, and put in their captions and legends. Aside 
from the obvious checking for errors of grammar, spelling, and syntax, what 
else is there to do? 
Detailed index Almost all books should have a detailed index (a few do not 
require one, e.g., Tabeart's Robertson revisited has one but doesn't need it). This 
cannot be emphasized enough- if your bool is to be useful to the reader, 
it must be easy to find things in it. The detaifei is also very important
Harrison, Arfken, & Lussey's recent book on Canadian registration [HAL] 
has a lackadaisical index that renders the entire work tedious to use. 
Detailed citations If you make an assertion ("three examples reported"), you 
should back it up with references, preferably to original sources. This forces 
you to verify statements, so there will thus be fewer errors of fact, and opin .... 
ion will be less likely to be confused with fact. Moreover, you avoid offend ... 
ing other authors. As an example, the referencing in [HAL] is half,...hearted. 
Don't rely only on friends & acquaintances-go into the literature, ask a lot 
of experts, write articles to get feedback, .... 
Typography Proper typography makes for easier reading, in addition to being 
resthetically pleasing. For example, ALL-CAPS shouts at the reader, while 
SMALL CAPS is not such a distraction. The non .... ligature "fi" looks wrong 
(the "f" collides with the "i") while "fi" does not disrupt the flow. Similarly, 
unkerned "Type" looks odd-compare with the proper 1Ype". 

Read a few books on typography; the standard is Elements of typographical 
style (v 2.5) by the distinguished Canadian, Robert Bringhurst. As a guide to 
implementing proper typography (if you are stuck with Word, WordPerfect, or 
others of that ilk), the Complete manual to typography by James Felici is good. 
(Both books are available from amazon.com.) Considering all the work you've 
done on your subject, it is worthwhile spending a little more time to present 
it properly. Too bad this wasn't done for [HAL]. 
Don't use glare paper. 
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CR McGuire wins Pratt award 

T
HE Collectors Club of Chicago has announced this years' winner of 
the Pratt Award, given to the author or authors of last year's best 
philatelic articles dealing with Newfoundland. The $10 o o (us) prize 

goes to CR McGuire for his articles on the stamps and postal history related 
to the Newfoundland ferry ssCaribou, that appeared in the Postal History So~ 
ciety of Canada journal. Congratulations, Ron! He is of course a regular and 
very important contributor to both Topics and the]ournal, and has won many 
other awards. 

Last year, the prize was awarded to Dean Mario. The award is named for 
Robert H Pratt, the eminent Newfoundland collector, researcher, and author. 
While not a member of the Collectors Club of Chicago, he left a large portion 
of his philatelic library to the Club. In appreciation, the Club initiated the 
annual Pratt Award. 

IAY-BIJ. OF IW FIOI fUFOONDWID A8 ST. PillE ET IIQUtlOif 

Pot ............. !.!!. .~ ... .': ........................ .................................... . 
ReccM.sexet-.f?u...fu ....... .J~~ ..... at 'il~~. ~ ... ~'··"" Jm .... :~,. ,?.,. lar .. . 

~ ,,_ ? ... - .... bftn&No . .. ~ .......... ~.::::::~~.7·: ........ ~ .. ~~ 

Way, bill for mail received at North Sydney from the Caribou (1939) 
Top of the form (foolscap size) and reverse are shown. For the mail to Mas, 
sachussetts; there are five RPOs on reverse. The date has been corrected on the 
purple Sydney & Truro R PO (same clerk). Just one letter was recorded. 

Keywords &phrases: Newfoundland, Pratt Award 
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Ul. (IIITCH) TOOl' ---
Major ER (Ritch) Toop, ~r., .. ~~~:.c:n'=·T f) 
1923-1995: a tribute ~.~.-- T·:;;;-;,lof~~ .. ~:. .. 

CRMcGuire 

T
HIS is the first (philatelic) tribute that I had prepared. It was for 
my good friend, Ritch Toop, one of Canada's foremost postal histori~ 
ans. What follows includes the "In Memoriam", which appeared in 

PHSC Journal (#84). It also contains material from the two volume Major 
ER Toop Collection of Canadian military postal history [MN] that Hank Narbonne 
and I did to preserve Ritch's fine collection for posterity before it was broken 
up and offered to others to add to their collections, as Ritch had instructed 
Hank to do. These two volumes are actually forerunners of the SNAPS Ex~ 
hibition Series, now numbering 2 7, with several in colour. 

Ritch's original manuscript, prepared over a twenty year period for what 
he referred to as his "encyclopredia ofBNA & Canadian postal history," has 
recently been published with additions by Tholnas A Hillman. Thus Ritch's 
research and work continue to appear for our benefit, almost ten years after 
his passing. 

I still miss Ritch and the sessions we had together discussing our common 
interests. Let this tribute remind us of what a great man Ritch was, and the 
contributions he made in many ways to Canada, and to its civil & military 
postal history. It will also introduce Ritch to those not fortunate to have 
known him personally. I want to thank our Editor for making this possible. 

A few recollections about Ritch 1 

Like many of Ritch's fellow stamp collecting members of the armed forces, 
he did not begin collecting Canadian military postal history until after re.
tiring from the Canadian Forces (Royal Canadian Air Force prior to 1968 )
his first public service career. However, Ritch first began collecting postage 
stamps in the early 1950s, forming specialized collections of the 1967 Cen~ 
tennial issue including its postal stationery and the United Nations, with 
emphasis on its postal history, particularly the various Emergency Forces. 
It was the latter interest that led him to specialize in the material for which 
he became so knowledgeable and well known. 

In May 1976, Ritch became member number 34 of the SNAPS Canadian 
Military Mails Study Group (CMMSG). He was soon a stalwart and it became 

Keywords &phrases: Ritch Toop, military postal history 
1 (M N, ii- iii) 

BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 1, January- March 2004 



8 CRMcGuire 
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Figure 1. ORAPEX 2001 stationery (2001) 
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Beginning in 1991, ORAPEX has overprinted the current # 8 & 10 postal sta~ 
tionery envelopes in order to recognize local philatelists. Ritch was so honoured 
in 2001. 

his particular favourite of the many groups to which he belonged. He con.
tributed regularly to the newsletter and to the production of the superb an.
thology that commemorated completion of its hundredth edition in 1990. 

As he did with many organizations, in various capacities, Ritch served the 
CMMSG for several terms as Secretary and Chairman. 

In 1978, Ritch's interest in Canadian military postal history greatly in.
creased with the acquisition of the collection formed by his friend WJ (Bill) 
Bailey [unfortunately passed away 2 May 2003). Ritch immediately began even 
more serious study of what was now his main collecting passion. He even.
tually built an extremely fine collection, particularly in his several areas of 
special interest on which he wrote numerous definitive articles, prepared 
award.-winning exhibits, and conducted seminars (Figure 2 ). 

Some of the things that impressed people about Ritch's collecting habits 
were that he was not an accumulator but was satisfied with one example of 
a specific item in the best condition he could find or afford. Once [it was] 
acquired he would research and write up a piece in draft, put it in its proper 
place for easy retrieval for reference and later preparation of an exhibit qual.
ity page and often, that informative article. Ritch always knew what he had 
and where to locate it, a benefit of his being well organized. When a bet.
ter example of an item was acquired, Ritch would dispose of the version of 
lesser quality (when possible, through trade with a friend), giving others a 
chance to add it to their collection. 
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Major ER (Ritch) Toop, 1923-1995: a tribute 

Figure 2. Ritch at ORAPEX (May 1988) 
Dick Malott, Ritch, Maureen, and Doug Lingard, prior to the ORA PEX banquet, 
at which Ritch was guest speaker. He gave a slide~illu~rated talk on an aspect 
of Canada's Hong Kong "C" force (the two prisoner /mai~ eXchange voyages of 
the Swedish ship Gripsholm), one of many he prepared and conducted. Courtesy 
of the late Ron Kitchens, well known for taking such photos at philatelic events. 

9 

When Ritch did gather items of a similar nature, it was to conduct a study 
of different printings, varieties, uses, etc, as he did to form his airgraph and 
air letter collection. The culmination of his work on these will formed an 
important chapter Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland [A, p 380- 391, sec, 
tion 15). After completing the aforementioned, his expertise was requested 
a second time and he prepared the book's invaluable listing of the complex 
air mail postage rates [A, p411- 41G]. These were two of the last major 
projects Ritch took on and completed. 

Despite his declining health and great work load, including trying to fi, 
nalize volume four of the handbook series, he agreed on short notice to do 
the air mail project. Ritch was the first to complete his assignment and well 
before schedule. This was all typical of the dedication and commitment of 
Ritch Toop. His efforts were recognized; his chapters in this long awaited 
air mail handbook were dedicated to his memory. 

As the foregoing also illustrates, Ritch was always generous with giving 
help to others. He was forever answering requests for information that he 
received almost daily by telephone, through the mail and while attending 
philatelic functions. 

During a session, sometime in 1975, Ritch and I were studying Harry 
Guertin's Wartime Mails and Stamps-Canada 1939- 1946. I remember him 
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observing the long overdue need for a comprehensive handbook on Canada's 
military postal history. A publication or series Ritch envisaged, that would..
bring together the findings of pioneers such as de Volpi, Morgan, Sharpe, 
Richardson and Webb. In addition, it would include the data in the newly 
established and flourishing CMMSG newsletter, particularly its surveys that 
were gleaning much from respondents input. He also intended obtaining 
the postal information buried in National Defence and Post Office Depart-
ment records and published elsewhere. 

At the time, Ed Richardson was editing a manuscript that Lt..-Col Rolland 
Webb had written. The Webb family had donated Webb's collection to the 
National Postal Museum soon after its establishment in early 1972. The 
Webb legacy was made in good faith with the understanding that the Mu..
seum would publish the manuscript as part of its handbook series. By the 
1980s it became apparent that the Webb book might not be published. 
Therefore, Ritch decided to commence his own manuscript. With the as..
sistance of Bill Bailey, it became two editions of the detailed checklist of 
Canadian Military Post Offices and three award winning handbooks, consid..
ered by Canadian and foreign military postal historians as indispensable 
references. Ritch's last volume was finalized by Bill and published in two 
volumes, realizing what Ritch had seen a need for over two decades before. 

In Memoriam2 

Our good friend and fellow member ER (Ritch) Toop, OTB, FRPSC, passed 
away on October 13, 1995 after long, bravely..-fought battles against several 
illnesses. He was indeed an inspiration to all who knew him. Ritch was born 
on August 28, 1923, and was raised on his family's farm north of Carleton 
Place, Ontario. Despite several relocations across North America, Ritch re..
mained an Ottawa Valley lad. He always enjoyed travelling "up country" to 
visit family and the places where he grew up. 

As it did those of so many people, the outbreak of war in 1939 altered 
the direction ofRitch's life. In January 1941, he volunteered and joined the 
RCA F. He served with distinction, retiring in 19 72, having proudly risen 
through the ranks from aircraftsman to Major (Squadron Leader). 

Ritch's retirement was most opportune for Canada's Post Office Depart..
ment. It acquired him as a manager in the expanding Philatelic Services 
Branch, where he worked from 1972 to 1978. He then became an indis..
pensable asset to the National Postal Museum. Initially, Ritch was a Spe..
cial Projects Officer. His military logistics background made him ideal to 
assist with coordinating the various aspects of the institution's expansion 
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and relocation from its original site to what was to be a permanent home in 
downtown Ottawa [in 1979]. His vast experience and philatelic knowledge 
enabled him to make other invaluable contributions, and he was promoted 
to Philatelic Research Officer in 1980. His career was involuntarily termi-
nated in 1985 when Canada Post virtually destroyed the Postal Museum he 
helped create. 

Ritch continued his service to philately when he and Maureen, his won-
derful wife, joined forces and together (Maureen had been doing the job 
since 1983) administered the office of the RPSC from their home until1987. 
Among many improvements, the Toops brought the Royal's operation into 
the computer age. Ritch had considerable talents; one was being extremely 
computer--literate. He made tremendous use of the beastie, as he named his 
always--up--to--date equipment. 

Ritch wrote numerous articles on a wide variety of subjects, co--authored 
five authoritative handbooks concerning Canada's military postal history, 
and always had work in progress. This included a sixth military handbook, 
intended to be the last word on the subject. ' (It was completed and published in 

\ . 
two volumes in 1997-cnn]. 

While he was a stalwart of all the philatelic societies, Ritch had a special 
interest in the BNAPS Military Study Group, of which he was a founding 
member. He was an editor, advisor, and regular contributor to its Newsletter. 

Ritch held positions, too numerous to list, with local and national philatelic 
organizations. This included long--term service to the PHSC as a Director 
since 1987, and on the Journal's Editorial Committee since 1990. 

It will be of interest to readers that Ritch was especially proud of the 
impressive family genealogy he compiled and published with his nephew 
Darren Toop. Their ongoing work on the project will eventually require 
another volume. 

Maureen and Ritch were popular, regular, and helpful participants at ex-
hibitions and conventions. They will be sadly missed, as will Ritch's con-
tinuous flow of interesting, well--researched and well--presented exhibits. He 
published and exhibited simply for the fun of it and to get "the right gen" out 
to as many people as possible. Unlike some philatelists, Ritch never cared 
about the level of gong his exhibit was awarded. Nevertheless, his collec-
tions and publications consistently received high praise and medals at local, 
national, and international events. As Ritch intended, his Prisoner--of--War 
collection (was] shown at CAP Ex' 96. Officials of Ottawa's RA Stamp Club 
also requested that the exhibit be in the Court of Honour at ORAPEX '96, 
in recognition of Ritch's long--time association with the club, where I first 
met him in 1970. 
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12 CRMcGuire 

Ritch Toop was a true and genuine friend to many. I am most grateful 
that I was fortunate to have had him as both a friend and colleague. There 
is much that will be missed about his presence. I will never forget his wide, 
almost mischievous grin and firm hand--shake each time we met. I will miss 
his friendship, understanding, and the opportunity to "knock heads" in dis-
cussing common interests. 

Ritch had an endless array of appropriate, quaint, often unique sayings 
to describe things. I have used some of them in quotations in my tribute 
to a man who certainly added much "lustre to the cluster" of everything he 
did. May Ritch rest in well--deserved peace and his memory live on, like the 
work he did for the benefit of posterity. 

Overview of [MN] 
[My summary of the then--recently published two volume Toop military postal history 
collection was submitted to BNATopics, but was never published- crm] 

~The Major ER Toop collection of military postal history ([MN]), 
edited by CR McGuire & RF Narbonne, B NAPs, two volumes. 

Volume one has 469 pages from Ritch's collections, up to the end of the 
second World War. A quantity of 100 were printed, selling for $26.95 
each. Volume two has 234 pages from the post--second World War collec-
tions, and only 50 copies were printed, to sell for $22.45. [Both volumes were 
sold out, and subsequently reprinted in 2 o o o.] 

Many of the pages are from Ritch's several award winning exhibits and 
were the basis for his numerous articles and five publications, three of which 
are the bibles of Canadian military postal history. A number of items in 
Ritch's collections are unique, such as the 1886 BRIGADE CAMP MIL. DIST. 
N0.4 circle date stamp (Figure 3), the 1900 Canadian Contingent- en route 
- South Africa oval on an unused envelope as distributed to troops on board 
ship travelling to the Boer War, and the 1908 QUEBEC (PARC SAVARD) 
QUE. circle date stamp, to specify a few. 

While not Canadian--related, one of the highlights of Volume two is a cor-
respondence Ritch discovered with its writer, a British soldier who later 
became Canadian. The envelopes are from the man to his mother while he 
was a POW during the Korean War. Ritch did extensive research on this 
group and put toghether an impressive story with this material-rare from 
any of the allied troops held by the enemy, because so little was permitted or 
saved. Not all the pages are philatelic; some utilize illustrations, picture post 
cards, documents, maps, and other collateral material relating to the subject 
concerned. Nevertheless, all are interesting, informative, and indicative of 
Ritch's collecting and presentation methods. 
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Figure 3· Brigade Camp Military District #4,(25 June 1886) 
Ritch's pride 6> joy. Only known cover with this marki"g"' Proofed 19 June 
1886, this is the first military cancellation used in Canada. There are four 
strikes (two are very weak and do not show on the illustration), one tying the 
3¢ small queen; also tying it is a two,ring numeral49 (Prescott). ex, Narbonne 

13 

Several of Ritch's extensive studies are included, for example, his second 
World War POW mails and airgraph/airletter collections, with charts and 
descriptive texts. 

These volumes are meant to be a tribute to Ritch an d his many contri, 
butions to Canada's military postal h istory in particular, and philately in 
general. Equally important, they preserve his collections for posterity and 
make them available to interested collectors to enjoy and study. I hope and 
encourage other collectors to record their work and treasures in the same 
way, prior to disposing of them. 

I commend BNAPS' officers for their initiative with this project, which I 
am confident will be successful. 

Ritch Toop Memorial Awards 
Initiated by Maureen Toop, both the Postal History Society of Canada (PHSC) 
and BNAPS offer awards to remember Ritch Toop. The PHSC presents its 
Ritch Toop memorial award twice annually, at two national, level philatelic 
exhibitions, ORAPEX (Ottawa) and the Edmonton National Exhibition. It is 
awarded to the best military postal history exhibit at the show (provided it 
receives at least a silver), regardless of the country of origin. Originally a 
plaque was awarded, but this has been replaced by a certificate and a cheque. 
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The award is supported by the Ritch Toop Memorial Award Fund of the 
PHSC. Donations to both funds are always welcome. [The author received a spe-
cial Toop award, at ORAPEX' 03,Jor his non--competitive eight,...panel exhibit, Postal 
history of "C" force.-ed] 

BNAPS instituted its Ritch Toop memorial award in September2001 at 
BNAPEX in Ottawa. It is presented to the author of the best article or book 
on Canadian military postal history published anywhere in the previous 
year. Dean Mario was the first recipient, for 2000. [Ron also received this 
award in 2 o o 3 -ed] 

References 
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Air mails of Canada and Newfoundland, a volume in the sixth edition of the Amer-
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Figure 4· 
Ritch wearing his favorite blazer {with RCA F crest); on right, is Ritch's BNA PS 

Order of the Beaver medal. He was elected OTB at BNAPS '93 in Toronto. He 
had been elected Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada in 1987. 

Shown in this article are examples of the 29photographs on seven pages in 
[MN], depicting Ritch and events in his philatelic and professional life. 
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A rate and route query 
Len Belle 

T
HIS cross..-border cover (Figure 1) from Belleville to New York is illus..
trated in [HAL, p 35, Figure65]. It is now in my collection. It is a 
money letter posted 2 o May 18 5o at Belleville. The only other post..

mark on the cover is the almost illegible large circle Sackets Harbor (New 
York) on the front (reported use in (Asc) is 1841-53). 

The write..-up in [opcit, P33] reads 
The [us) exchange office for Kingston was moved from Cape Vincent to Sackets 
Harbor when the lake was ice .... free; the Canadian postage was calculated on the 
distance from the originating office to Sackets Harbor, based on the evidence 
of the cover in Figure Gs. 

[While [HAL] consistently spells the American town "Sackett's Harbor", the stampless 
cover catalog [ASC] equally consistently spells it with a single "t" and no apostrophe. I 
have changed all the spellings in the article to agree 'wvh.the latter. - ed] 

This was lot 448 in the Firby (re ... )sale of October 2003. Part of the de..-
scription follows: 

. .. from Belleville May 20 1850 by boat thr ough the Bay ofQuinteand across 
Lake Ontario to Sackets Harbor, faint handstamp u[pper]/l[eft] (7o miles away 
and usually a summer time exchange office with Kingston). It was rated PAID 

7d and collect 10¢ us. Note: had this gone to Kingston (only somiles), the 
Canadian postage would have been only 4 'l'2d .. . . 

I hesitate to argue with the experts, but think that this letter was routed 
through Kingston. I have never seen any reference to Belleville as an ex..
change office. I have three cross ... border letters (not money letters) from 
Belleville, all rated 7d: 

( 1) Posted at Belleville 7 November 18 3 8, addressed to Ballston Spa, Saratoga 
County, New York. It has a Kingston transit mark (next day) and is rated 
7d plus 183/•¢ all collect (the latter is the domestic u s rate for under 
150miles). There are no u s postal datestamps. 

(2) Posted at Belleville 21 August 1839, again addressed to Ballston Spa. It 
has a Kingston transit mark dated five days later. The only us datestamp 
is of Saratoga Springs, whither it was missent, dated 31 August. It is rated 
(all) paid 7d plus 183/.¢. 

(3) Posted at Belleville 20 January 1849 and marked Too Late. Addressed 
to Utica, New York. There is no Kingston transit mark, but it has a Cape 
Vincent marking dated 28 January (Cape Vincent was the winter exchange 

Keywords & phrases: money letter, exchange office 
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office for Kingston). It was rated 7d plus 5¢ all collect (by this time, the 
us domestic rate had dropped to 5¢ under 300miles). 

11,/1~ ...... < :,~it ~Ji:'ll-'i. . t .!. 
,:; .,. •• .;..I I U,..... , . • "- ...... \: , 

·. 
s: .. , \ 

I 

... .. .. .. -~ ... ,. 
/ _ .... 
'l il .• .. r' 

. ' . 
:.,..;• ' . ' 

Figure 1. Cross,border money letter, Belleville- New York (1850) 
Part of the Kennedy correspondence. Cross~ border money letters are scarce. 

There is a Belleville double broken circle, a manuscript Money (likely written 
by the sender), a large straightline MONEY·LE'TTER handstamp (likely applied 
at Belleville), and red P A 1 o 7 (indicating prepayment of 7 d, the Canadian do, 
mestic rate for a single letter 61- 1 o o miles, in this case to the border). 

In the us, the PA 1 o hands tamp was struck through and replaced by a hand~ 
stamp to-over the 7-for 10¢, us domestic rate over 300miles, to be coJ, 
lected from the recipient, and the Sackets Harbor dates tamp as described in the 
text. There are no Kingston markings. 

Canadian domestic rates in effect during the period of all of these cov, 
ers were 4 Y2d for 6 o miles or less, and 7 d for 61- 1 o o miles, both of these 

"per rate". The table of distances and rates in [HAL, Appendix A] shows the 
distance Belleville- Kingston as 59miles. Hence the distance to the border 
would have exceeded 6 o miles. According to [ R L, pp 1 o 5 & 12 5], the postage 

"to the lines" (that is, to the border) was based on the distance to the actual 
frontier. Hence the charge of7d. 

There is an anomaly in the table cited above. The distance Belleville
Kingston is given as 59 miles, but the rate shown is 7d. Was this a simple 
error?-Or did the post office think, it was so close to 6omiles that they 
could make a bit more money and no one would notice? Perhaps I am being 
too cynical! In any event, a 4 Y2d rate was used from Belleville to Kingston. 

I have single rate letters Belleville-Kingston dated 23 September 1841 
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and 7 April1843, both rated 4 Y2d. I also have money letters as follows: 
triple rate (1/1 Y2d = 3 x 4 Y2d) of 13 August 1842, quadruple rate (1/Gd 
= 4 x 4 Y2d) of 26 July 1842, and tridectuple rate(!) (4110 Y2d = 13 x 4 Y2d) 
of19 April1843. 

Did the postmaster use his initiative, or did he query the incorrect rate 
with headquarters? 

The circumstances under which there is a difference in rates to the eJV 
change office and the actual border must be quite unusual. In the majority 
of cases, the two distances would fall in the same mileage range. 

Is my interpretation of the route and rate correct, or am I barking up the 
wrong tree? Can anyone confirm (or refute) my opinions? 

References 
[HAL] Horace W Harrison, George B Arfken, &Harry W Lussey Canada's registra~ 

tion mail1Bo2- 1909, edited by Gray Scrimgeour, Collector's Club of Chicago, 
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[ R L] Robson Lowe The Encyclopcedia of British Empire postage stamps, Vol v, Robson Lowe 
Pub, London (1973). 

l:Jel p! Help!Help!"''·--
The situation is still desperate, and the Editor needs: 

articles! 
letters to the editor (e~mails are OK}! 
fillers! 
literature for review! 
more articles! 
still more articles! ... 

A continuing feature The late Hans Reiche compiled a number of interesting 
short philatelic stories. These will be used to fill the white space on the last 
page of articles. They will be marked HR. Unfortunately, we cannot verify 
these anecdotes- they are presented here for entertainment only! 
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Origin of the 
standard perforation gauge 

RA]ohnson 

T
HE philatelic literature has seen a steady trickle of articles debating 
whether metric or Imperial measure was used in perforating stamps. 
From this, the question arose which of the standard or Kiusalas per-

foration gauges was more appropriate. Most recently the assertion has been 
made that the early British stamps and therefore those of North America 
spanned exactly two centimetres along one side, that is, from perf to perf, 
and from that it followed that the metric gauge had been anticipated all 
along by British and North American manufacturers. We examine the 1867 
publication which illustrated (apparently for the first time) a version of the 
standard gauge using two centimetre length, and gave the reasoning behind 
the choice of that length. It is clear from this that the aforementioned as-
sertion is incorrect. 

The article Dentels et non dentels was written (in French) by Dr T A Legrand 
under the pseudonym Dr Magnus, and appeared in a series of six instal-
ments in Le Timbre Poste, October 1866-Apri11867. In it, the author in-
troduced what has evolved into the standard gauge now used for specify-
ing stamp perforations. The first of the articles explains the significance 
of accurate determination of les dentelures, and criticizes English authors for 
denigrating the importance of this aspect of philately. He also summarizes 
early attempts at perforating by Henry Archer and others, categorizes the 
two major types of separation techniques, that is, perforating and roulet-
ting, analyzes the deficiencies in methods for identifying the fineness of 
separations, and finally, introduces his proposed scale and its use. 

His second article discusses percis (rouletted stamps) in detail; the four 
remaining articles identify the types and sizes of perforations and roulet-
tings found at the time. The following extracts and discussions focus on the 
development of a fixed scale for identifying the fineness of the separation 
method. As noted above, this took a form much like today's standard gauge, 
but its construction and use described in the article are very different. 

A few notes are needed to clarify the translation of several terms. 
1 He uses the terms piques and percis to distinguish between separation 

methods in which paper is removed and where paper is only slitted with-
out removal. The former is translated "perforated", the latter "rouletted". 

Keywords &phrases: perforation, rouletting, gauge 
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Figures 1 & 2. Legrand's device 

2 Having identified the two different types of separation methods, he intro~ 
duces generic terms to include both in the one discussion, namely den .... 
tels and dentelures. As these seem to have no direct equivalents in mod~ 

ern philatelic use, I have occasionally translated the first as "toothed" and 
generally used the second (which describes the results of applying either 
method of separation) in its original form rather than the literal "jagged 
outlier", worse still, "toothiness". (Another possibility, "serration", seems 
too ambiguous as it could mean either the process or the result.) The 
term dentels describes the result of either per'forating or rouletting; either 
produces an irregular edge to the single stamp, because the paper bridges 
have been torn and leave irregular protrusions (teeth), between what were 
the perforated holes or the rouletted slits. (See trou in note 3 below.) To 
quote directly from the article, 

As to the word dentel, we propose to keep it as a generic term, including the 
perforated stamps and the rouletted stamps, and an expression which does not 
prejudge the mode of separation will have the advantage of providing us with 
a general term. That is the reason for our having chosen the title ... 

3 He uses the word trou to describe what falls between two dents or teeth. If 
the stamp were perforated, this would be a hole, but if rouletted it would 
be a cut line between the teeth left by that process, that is, a gap. Since the 
second describes both possibilities, trou has usually been translated here 
as "gap". 

Summary of first section The first part of the paper makes much of English 
authors who criticize the French focus on perforations, quoting at length 
the critical comments, but noting, with pleasure that at least one English 
author supported their use. Then Dr Legrand makes the following point. 

. . . not all teeth are spaced the same; not all holes are the same size; and up 
to the present, we are satisfied to describe it [Ia dentelure] by the vague terms 
oflarge, medium and small teeth; but we recognized the need to provide more 
precision, and that is what we wanted to achieve by indicating the number of 
teeth that the stamp carries on its height and on its width. This is another 
way to determine the method of separation, however it is not accurate enough. 
Research shows that two stamps could have the same number ofteeth and not 
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come from the same machine, the difference being sometimes only one or two 
teeth in a length of four or five centimetres; however, that is enough to con, 
dude that the teeth and the troughs on juxtaposed stamps do not correspond. 

There follows a description and discussion of the uses of the x notation 
for designating horizontal and vertical counts of the number of teeth or gaps 
on the sides of stamps (where these are different), and lengthy illustrations 
which show how simply counting the number of teeth (or gaps on the sides 
of stamps) can lead to error. He then concludes with 

The Important Proposal 
So, the number of teeth on two sides does not give exactly the dentalure. It is 
important to note whether the indentation is more or less close [tight). In 
order to do this, we have thought that stating the number of teeth or gaps in 
a uniform length would better determine whether the dentelure is more or less 
dense, and it would also provide us with points of comparison . ... 
We take the usual height of stamps, which is around two centimetres, and by 
adopting this length, we will indicate by a single numeral the number of teeth 
or rather of the gaps contained in this interval. According to this, we place o 
at the level of a tooth and we count the number of gaps included between the o 
and 2 (centimetre marks). [Apparently Dr Legrand anticipated that the gauge 
would be used with vertical rather than horizontal lines, as is the case with 
most current devices, although the original illustration in the article shows it 
vertical. It is reproduced here, with horiwntal orientation, as Figure 2.) 

We prefer to count the gaps, because they are produced directly by the machine. 
However, it does not matter, because by placing the o in the middle of a gap 
[concavite1, we will have to count the teeth and the number will be the same. 
We count on the side of the stamp which exceeds two centimetres, in order to 
have distinct beginning and end points. By this, we avoid all sources of error. 
Now here are the results that we obtain in the two preceding examples ... 

This is followed by a set of examples in which the proposed method is 
reported to determine accurately whether stamps are differently or simi,.. 
larly perforated. The range found by examining stamps worldwide is 9-16 

(omitting the 7 of the French Susse perforations). 
This manner of counting will have the advantage of not overloading the mem, 
ory and the books with a lot of boring and repetitive numbers. 1\vo or three 
numbers at most will be sufficient in each country to make the dentelure precise 
as it will be easy to notice in the rest of this article. 
Since the diameter of the gaps and the size of the teeth are not always the 
same, perforated stamps of the same numeric description do not have to match 
exactly. It is enough that the place of the teeth and the gaps correspond. If 
expressing this difference in size is of interest to a collector [enthusiast?), he 
could mention it separately. 
Refinement. Several objections have been made to this proposal. The difference 
in the number of teeth on two similar sides of the same stamp or on two stamps 
from the same sheet is not important for us, as we prefer to count on the 
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sides oflength exceeding two centimetres. Sometimes there are dentelures which 
differ so little that there is only a single tooth of difference on the whole length. 
Then there will be fractions on a more restricted length. This objection is valid, 
but it is the same as saying that it is necessary to accept halves and quarters, or 
that it would necessary to take the standard length to four or eight centimetres. 
We prefer to accept fractions; we needed only halves, as neglecting the rest is 
of very little importance; the following will demonstrate this. [Apparently the 
reference is to the remainder of the six parts of the article which includes a 
detailed analysis of perforations and "roulettings" country by country.] 
Scales. Therefore to have an equal measurement, should we not always have a 
ruler? If our contradicteurs find it, like us, of some convenience, they need only 
take a little card and mark on one of its edges three points separated by one 
centimetre. In the place of the centre point, they will make a little pointed 
tooth which will indicate halfway. On each side of this tooth they will remove 
a two millimetre strip up to the spots where the end points are, forming in 
this way a length of two centimetres. Now they will have a handy instrument 
that fits easily in a wallet or a stamp compartment. [The device described here 
is reproduced in Figure t.] 
We prefer to make use of a graduated scale which, with height two centime~ 
tres, carries a series of parallel lines of points, each of these lines representing 
different modes [of indentation) from 7\ to 16. At the bottom of each line, 
the number of gaps in a two centimetre length is indicated, thus simplifying 
research. If it please them, collectors [enthusiasts) will be able to call it by a 
name borrowed from the Greek, odontometre, for example; we do not hold to 
that name, but we believe that this small scale will render them great service. 
As the perforated stamps do not always have exactly the same number of gaps 
on different sides (witness the French stamps which measure 14 on the hori~ 
zontal sides and only 13 on the vertical), as it can be easily verified on a sheet 
of stamps, we will indicate the number of gaps for the vertical side, because it 
is usually the longer. For stamps oflength less than two centimetres, we could 
take the number of gaps in a length of one centimetre centimetre and multiply 
by two, but we do not know of any toothed stamps in this category. 

Analysis Dr Legrand's most important contribution in this series of articles 
is the idea to develop and use a standard way of describing the fineness of 
different separation methods, as a method distinguishing otherwise similar 
stamps. From his lengthy introduction, it is clear that he knew that he was 
proposing a system that was not going to be universally welcomed, espe~ 
cially across the Channel. So his presentation is done carefully, demonstrat~ 
ing through a number of examples, how misleading the current methods
simply counting the number of dentels on the sides of the stamps-were. 

Only then does he introduce his more accurate method based on the 
counting of dents or trous in a fixed distance. He adopts two centimetres 
as his fixed length because most stamps have at least one side of close to 
that length. La hauteur ordinaire des timbres, variant peu autour de deux centimetres 

It is surprising that he applies his proposed method only to the larger 
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side of each stamp even though he seems to recognize in his discussion of 
horizontal and vertical notations that there may be different dentelures on 
the two sides. 

While there is no doubt that his suggested chelle gradui has evolved into 
the now common standard gauge, the construction of his scale and the use 
proposed of it in the article are very different from that currently in use. His 
convenient little device reproduced in Figure 1 is intended to facilitate the 
counting of gaps or teeth (the former is favoured by Dr Legrand) between the 
two ends of the range of the device. There is no mention of calibrating the 
two centimetre distance with a marked scale, nor any such in his illustration. 

That he intended this type of use is further substantiated by the wording 
introducing the list of stamps that the collector could use to construct a 
scale of his own- he constructed his scale by using the stamps in the list, 
.. . nous donnerons la liste des timbres qui nous ont servi ii l'itablir . . . . (" ... we 
will list the stamps we used to establish it.") There is no mention of using 
linear metric scales in order to position the dots uniformly within in the 
two centimetres. 

Furthermore, a careful examination of the arrangement of dots in his scale 
suggests that it was by actually placing the stamps on the scale and marking 
the positions of the trous that he constructed it. The dots are rather irreg-
ularly placed but sufficiently accurate to allow a matching with the trous. 
The method suggested makes sense when one realizes that there were no 
methods available for the reader to take a copy from the illustration at the 
appropriate size. Copies with accurate scales had to await the commercial, 
ization of the device. 

On the other hand, there are 15 stamps required for the reader to con, 
struct his own scale. At the time, this might have been a reasonably priced 
activity; now, it would run to considerable cost as all are early and gener, 
ally rare issues. Ironically, at least two of the identified model stamps are 
currently described as having irregular perforations! 
Conclusion While two centimetres was a convenient size to use as a standard 
length, it was not introduced in order to provide a metric measurement 
of perforation or rouletting distances between holes or slits. What is also 
striking is the fact that it took two decades after Henry Archer's first sue, 
cessful demonstration of a perforating machine, and thirteen years after the 
first official issuance of perforated stamps, for there to emerge a scale that 
could be used universally for accurately reporting perforations. It seems 
quite clear from the slow development of the process and its late recogni, 
tion that perforating was an afterthought and not accepted for many years 
as an integral property of the stamp. 
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Postal history of Trail (BC) 
Pete jacobi 

T
HIs is a sequel to the article in the previous issue of Topics, (Vol4 9 7) 
'Postal history of Rossland" (pp23- 41), which dealt with Rossland 
and Cominco. 

Trail Creek Landing, as it was originally known, owes its existence to the 
enterprising Eugene Sayre Topping, the mining recorder from Nelson, who, 
after selling his Le Roi claims to Spokane interests, saw a business opportu~ 
nity catering to travelers bound for the budding mining camp of Rossland. 
He formed a partnership with fellow American Frank Hanna, and moved 
from Nelson to the mouth of Trail Creek on the Columbia River. 

t 
"(;. 

Figure 1. Early photograph of Trail Creek Landing (1895) 
It shows Topping and Hannas Trail House and a sternwheeler of the Columbia 
and Kootenay Steam Navigation Company at the dock. The mouth ofTrail Creek 
is to the left of the boat. 

At the time, this area was virgin bush country where no white man had 
tread. The partners built a two storey log cabin known as Trail House, of~ 
fering meals and accommodation to the passengers disembarking from the 
Columbia River steamers landing at the beach right in front of their build~ 
ing. In 1894, the original building was carried away by flood waters and 
replaced with a more substantial structure. The first post office was opened 
in Trail House on 1 July 1891 for the community known as Trail Creek. 

Keywords & phrases: 'frail 
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Figure 2. Provincial Archives photo of Trail Creek (ca 1899) 
We can see the beginning of Bay Street (bottom left), a sternwheeler is at the 
docking point, and a collection of tents is still visible at the far end of the photo. 
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Figure 3. Trail Creek split ring (8 January 1897) 
One week after the official closing of the post office. Single rate 3¢ domestic 
postage paid by three 1 ¢ small queens. 

In 1892, the partnership pre~empted 343 acres of the flat land around 
them and had a townsite surveyed. Lots sold slowly until1895 when inter~ 
est in the Rossland mining camp began to grow and Fritz Augustus Heinze 
purchased one third of the lots and the level bench above the townsite, for 
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Figure 4· Early Trail split ring (10 March 1897) 
Stationery of the Columbia & Kootenay Steam Navigation Company. 

Figure 5. Pass of the c & K SN Company (1893) 
Made out to Walter Shanley CE and signed by JWTroup, Manager. 

the purpose of building a copper smelter. The viability of the community 
was thus assured and growth of the new town was rapid. On 1 January 18 9 7, 
the post office was moved to more spacious quarters in a new building at the 
corner of Bay & Helena Streets and its name shortened to Trail. 

Columbia & Kootenay Steam Navigation Co 
In 1888, three transportation pioneers of the West joined forces to the 
Columbia & Kootenay Steam Navigation Company. They were Capt J Irving 
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Figure 6. Early Trail full circle (30 August 1899) 
Diameter 24mm, distance between dots in B.C. is 8mm. 

Figure 7. Full circle (1909) 
Diameter 22mm. 

of lower Fraser Valley fame, J A Mara from Kamloops, and F S Barnard, son 
of the founder of Barnard's Express Company. The company built and oper .... 
ated a fleet of sternwheelers on the Columbia River Arrow Lakes system and 
hired Captain James Troup, a prominen t steamboat captain from Oregon as 
their first manager. The company's offices were located at Trail. 

Trail cancellations 
The first device was a split....ring cancel (Figure 4) followed by numerous full 
circle cancellors with large letters and then series of five different duplexes. 
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Figure 8. Trail duplex DBC- 378 (31 January 1910) 
This is the earliest recorded strike. 

! 
J 

~oat Cat~ 

A number of these will be illustrated here followed by some of the more 
unusual cancels found on Trail correspondence. 

Trail duplexes run from over osc ..-378- 382 (Figures 8- 10). We also see 
a MOOD (Figureu), and registration devices (Figures11 - 13) and various 
circles (FiguresG, 7, ch6) 
Trail Nude Machine Cancels These were applied to printed matter (per four 
ounces) and my guess is that the post office did not wish to be held account..-
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Figure 10. Trail duplex DBC- 382 (1923) 
Killer 26 X 14mm. 

~. J . W . W YATT 
C\le "lOMe e-.ou• 

" "•• AV't' ... O .. t.., .. C:• N•M ••• ••••..,, '"-"'"""c• 
nP«W .. tt••• , .. ,. .. ," . .............. ., 

TfiiAt\.., a, C 
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Figure 11. MOOD and registration box (1935) 
Postage made up of 1 o ¢ registration fee and 3 ¢ surface domestic or us rate. 

able for prompt delivery for such relatively unimportant mail to reach the 
addressee in t ime, thus leaving out the dating hub. 

Commercial covers 
I have been collecting covers from Trail and Rossland for the same length 
of time and with the same intensity. However, the ratio ofRossland to Trail 
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Figure 12. Registration Branch Trail (1937) 
Postage made up of to¢ registration fee and G ¢ singl~ rate airmail to the UK . 
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VAMOOU'IIR 8, B.C. 

REGISTERED 

Figure 13 . Small circle and registration box (1.965) 
The straightline REG 1 STE RED is probably a company marking. Postage of 3 5 ¢ 

registration fee (minimum indemnity) and 5¢ domestic rate. 

covers in my collection over the period 1895 to ca 1910 is 20:1. Where are 
the equivalent Trail covers from banks, stock brokers and hotels from that 
era? Aside from a few commercial covers relating to CM&s, the Meakin 
Hotel is the only one that falls into that time period. The next time period 
starts roughly at the beginning of ww 11. The author would appreciate 
informed commentary on this. 
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C ANADA 

Figure 14. Stationery post card with nude dater (1930) 
Sent by the 'Irail and Rossland 1500 Club, Trail requesting the remittance of 
$1, owing to the death of another member. This was obviously to either help 
with funeral expenses or to provide a small stipend to the family. 

CANADA Po 
OVAL J . NDCOIIEft 

!lOX 1291 

'IAXIMA WASH. 

Figure 15. Stationery post card with nude dater (ca 1943) 
Not dated on the back. It was sent by Monty Brothers in Trail, as Campaign 
Manager, to a member with the request, "We solicit the support of your club 
to vote for Herb Clark of the Trail Rotary Club for Governor (Rotary District 
No103)." The guide to postal rates shows The 1¢ printed matter rate came 
into effect on 1 April1943, so this is mailed after that date. 

The Meakin Hotel (Figure 16) had three storeys and 40 rooms, with ele~ 
gant furnishings, fine bar and a restaurant. Built by Mrs Mary Ann Meakin 
in 1896, it had several owners and was demolished in the mid,..,1950s. 
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Figure 16. Meakin Hotel corner cover (1899) 
\ , 

Circle cancel. 

Figure 17. Arlington Hotel (1939) 
Built by RT Daniel of Spokane in 1896. Originally a four storey structure with 
45 rooms, its furnishings and interior appointments were reputedly the best 
available and it was known as The finest Hotel in the West. It has undergone con~ 
siderable changes since that time but both the Arlington and the Crown Point 
Hotels (below) still exist. 
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Receiver o.t\eral. ot Canada, 

l'e11t1otCil, B.c. 

Figure 18. Crown Point Hotel (1957) 
Built in summer 1895 by SF Petersen. lt was a three storey building with 40 
rooms, well appointed inside and served often as the centre of1rail's social life. 
The original Crown Point was demolished and rebuilt on the same site with the 
same name in 1929 . 

• 
Aeaeaaor of Probate & Sucoeaaio~ tut18e 

Victoria, B.c. 

Figure 19. Seal of the city (27 July 1926) 
Franked with 2¢ paste;up coil paying the first class domestic surface letter rate. 
(The 1 ¢ war tax had been removed at the beginning of July.) The inscription 
reads Smelting &>Refining Gold must be tried by fire. 
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The Toronto Star Weekly, 
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Figure 20. Trail machine cancel (10 June 1939) 
Domestic single airmail rate (6¢). 

Figure 21. View of CM & s metallurgical complex (mid~ 1950s) 
From across the Columbia River. 
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HRAnother major find My surgeon told me that a patient of his, a divorced 
woman, had a huge, very valuable stamp collection from her husband. She 
just bought a new house and needed money. So, I went to see this collection. 
It had more than 11 o albums filled with stamps from all the world. I began 
looking these over one by one, but soon became worried and asked her if she 
could remember from whom her husband had purchased all these stamps. 
She told me that every month, he went to Woolworth's to buy some packets 
full of stamps. She obviously believed there was a fortune in stamps here. I 
asked her to sit down and told her that if she sold the collection, she may 
realize enough money to buy another door for her new house. She almost 
fainted. (Hans Reiche) 
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Early postmarks of Birtle (MB); 
a possible unofficial duplex 

Robert lAne 

B
IRTLE, Manitoba (post office open 1879 to present) is located north 
and west of Brandon, on the CPR line that evolved from the Mani~ 
toba & North Western Railway. It has a long postal history, by Prairie 

standards, beginning with a hammer issued when Birtle was still part of the 
North West Territories. 

TH £ ADO E S tO BE W TTE'i 

£. 
() 

TH~ A D C6 TO 8 £ WR N O N H 6 SIO£. 

4 
... . 

Figure 1. Birtle MAN. split ring (1889 & ?) 
With carrier mark (Winnipeg?). 

Keywords & phrases: Birtle, unofficial duplex 
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The early hammers, with dates of those shown in proofbooks, include: 

Early Birtle hammers 
Name proofed type desig diam(mm} use comments 
SR-1 oc8 79 split ring N.W.T. 23 79- 81 
SR- 2 split ring MAN. 21? 89-18(7} 
sc NO 30 93 squared circle MAN. 93- 02 
DMB- 7 unofficial duplex MAN. 99-00 discussed here 
CDS- 1 full circle MAN discussed here 
DMB- 23 AP 2513 duplex (circle) MAN. 13- 37 oval11 ~bar killer 

SR- 3 AU 1915 split ring MAN 

CDS--2 MY 1217 full circle MAN. o8- 13 

Blank in the "proofed" column means not in proofbook.. "Range of use" is based on proof 
date, and examples in catalogues and collections, but need not represent continuous use 
during that period. Collectors are invited to help fill the gaps. 

Birtle NWT, became part of Manitoba in i 8,81. I have no date parameters 
for the first MAN. (at base) split--ring hammer (SR- 2) as this is not in the 
proof book; an example is shown in Figure 1. This hammer is smaller than 
the N. w. T. hammer ( s R - 1 ), so could not have been modified from it, as 
was the case for the Brandon transition from N. w. T. to MAN. The killer is 
blurred but another example (also in Figure 1) shows a grid type. 

Examples illustrating a possible unofficial duplex (DUN-?) for Birtle are 
shown in Figure2. Two from my collection are dated 1900. A transparency 
of one nicely fits the other, except for a small rotation of the dater. The 
dater is the SR-2 shown in Figuret. Ed Harris kindly provided a scan of 
the 18 9 9 example from his collection. This suggests (if these are examples 
of an unofficial duplex) that both dater and killer could be rotated. More 
examples are needed to boost confidence in that claim. 

There is also a circular date stamp (cos-t) that was apparently used prior 
to the one in the proofbook (cos- 2, MY 12 17). I have one dated NO 21 
11 (Figure3), just before the recognized duplex (DMB-23) was issued-the 
latter is recorded in the duplex catalogue. 

The marking cos- 1 also requires confirmation, as the year date is a bit 
obscure (the vertical arm of the 7 in the proof book 17 is leaning, while 
the 1 in my 11 is vertical). Also, the cos -1 does not exactly conform to 
a transparency of cos- 2. The Edward VII stamp fits the 1911 date. Why 
would a cos would be followed by another split--ring (sR-3)? 

The record is quite open between the period of use of the squared circle 
and the use of duplex DMB-23. This is from late 1902 to early 1913, during 
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Figure 2. Possible unofficial duplexes {1899- 1900) 
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Figure 3· Birtle c o s - 1 (year?) 

which no new hammers are shown in the proof books. Could c os - 1 have 
filled the void? 

Anyone with Birtle post marks from this period is invited to help me 
fill in this interesting prairie postal history. Advice from Ed Harris, Gray 
Scrimgeour and Stephane Cloutier is gratefully acknowledged. 

,.. ............................................. ~ ...... .. 
- We are recognized market-makers in... , ,_ 

- CANADIAN SEMI .. QFFICIAL -
- AIRMAILS -
- BUYING & SELLING -
- Stamps, Panes, Tete-Beche ~ 
.IIIII Pairs, Errors, Essays, Proofs, Ill. 
, Booklets, Colour Varieties, , 
illll Covers (incl. First Flights, 111. 

" Fancy Cachets. Round Trips, , 
- Pilot-Signed, Cross-Border, Periodicals, Mixed ~ 

Franking, etc.) and all "Exotica" in this area. ~ 

- SHIP WITH CONFIDENCE - TOP PRICES PAID. -

~ WANT LISTS FILLED. -

- MARK-LANE ~ 
- STAMPS -
- P.O. Box 626 • West Haverstraw, NY 10993 Ill. 
- Tel/Fax: (845) 362-5330 • E-mail:rws45@aol.com , 

£ dOh ~~~~ ~ 
illll ~f£' ~ .!!IN Ill.. , "tt.~ ,. 

., """ """ """ """ """ """ .1111/W """ """ ..... 
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A 1949 Egyptian,..;censored 
Canadian cover 

Doug Lingard 

W
HEN I first unearthed the 1949 cover shown in Figure1- mailed 
from a Toronto address to a Toronto address- ! thought that it was 
being sent to a member of the crew of an Imperial Oil Great Lakes 

tanker. As a boy in Cobourg, I had seen these small Great Lakes tankers come 
and discharge their cargoes at the local fuel storage tanks. It seemed that 
the sender had probably franked the cover with 4 ¢ rather than the 3 ¢ local 
delivery fee in order that the letter could be forwarded without additional 
charges to whichever lake port the ss Imperial Charlottetown was situated. 

All very well, but how did the letter's contents end up being censored by 
Egyptian authorities-especially since there is no indication that the cover 
was redirected to the Middle East. There were hostilities in the region at 
the time- hence the censorship- but it is highly unlikely that Egypt had a 
censor office in Toronto! 

Figure 1. Toronto to Toronto, censored in Egypt (30 October 1949) 
At right is a portion of the reverse showing the other side of the censor tape, 
as well as a censor handstamp. Also on reverse (not shown) is the return ad; 
dress, Merton Street, Toronto. The 4 ¢ postage paid the domestic Canadian rate. 
Addressed to someone on board a ship. 

Keywords & phrases: censor, tanker 
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A 1949 Egyptian--censored Canadian cover 

Figure 2. Toronto to Port Said (8 November \919) 
With Egyptian censor tape and hand stamps. Cover was sent to the ship care of 
Cory Brothers. Postage of 25 ¢ pays the single rate (quarter ounce) air mail rate 
to Africa. 

39 

After puzzling over the use of Egyptian censor tape on a cover with no 
indication that it had ever left Canada, I purchased it. One seldom finds 
foreign civilian censor tapes on Canadian covers, except during the periods 
ofww r &n. I was certain that there was an interesting story behind this 
cover, and I hoped to discover what it was. 

As I continued through the dealer's cover box looking through his peace 
issue covers, the reason for the Egyptian censorship suddenly appeared. 
There was an airmail cover posted nine days later (Figures 2 & 2a) addressed 
to the same individual on board the same ship, the ss Imperial Charlottetown. 
It was also censored; however, this cover was addressed to the ship care of 
Cory Brothers Co, Port Said, Egypt. This was a British shipping agent that 
provided services for ships and crews at many large ports. Rather than be-
ing a small Great Lakes tanker as I had surmised, the Imperial Charlottetown 
was actually a large ocean--going tanker, and was in the Middle East picking 
up a cargo of oil. 

The answer to the puzzle would seem to be that Imperial Oil Shipping 
collected covers for the crew members of the ship at their Toronto address, 
and then forwarded them in a larger airmail packet to their shipping agent 
in Port Said. The Egyptian authorities would have opened the larger packet, 
likely duly marked with an incoming Cairo datestamp (as was the case for the 
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Figure 2a. Reverse of cover in Figure 2 
With Cairo machine cancel transit mark dated 1 G November 19 4 9 and the Cory 
Brothers receiving mark dated two days later. Th is was sent by Mrs Laubitz, who 
was not the sender of the first letter. 

letter sent directly to Cory Brothers), and then inspected individual letters 
in the packet. 

This accounts for the Egyptian censor tape but no redirection markings 
on the first cover. Mrs Laubitz likely knew that Port Said would be a port~ 
of~call for the ship, and sent her letter directly to Cory Brothers, getting the 
full treatment by Egyptian postal authorities, and in the process, helping 
me solve the mystery of Egyptian~censored Canadian covers. 

[This article first appeared in issue number one of the King George VI post & mail, 
newsletter of the B NAPs King George v 1 study group.] 

HR Twelve penny blacks Alfred Lichtenstein, invited to the Ottawa Philatelic 
Society, brought with him sixteen 12d black stamps. We invited him for 
supper at the Chateau Laurier Hotel before the meeting, and asked him to 
take the collection with him. "No that was not necessary" he said, leaving 
these valuable stamps in the room. Leaving for supper, he forgot to lock 
the door to his room. After supper, we returned to pick up the collection 
for the meeting, and found the door was unlocked. Well, we thought that 
was it. The maid who had come to prepare the room for the night must 
have moved the collection from one table to another, and was just leaving 
the room when we returned. She obviously was not aware of the value. We 
found it on the other table. What a relie£1 Today these stamps would be 
worth about $400,000. (Hans Reiche) 
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Canadian usage of 
FPO Hammers 95-99 in 1940 

CD Sayles 

I
T has been recognized for many years that there was Canadian usage 
of the British forces post office (FPO) hammers #95 - 99. It therefore 
seems curious that Canadian usage of these hammers is not recognized 

at all in the Bailey & Toop catalogue, and only one number is so recognized 
by Proud. To satisfy my curiosity, I decided to study these covers to try 
to establish whether FPOs 95 - 99 should in fact be listed as being held by 
Canadian FPOS. 

Earlier reports that I am aware of include Guertin, who illustrates three 
Canadian Army covers using these hammers in his seminal The Wartime Mails 
and Stamps of Canada. In 1981, a similar cover was illustrated in the Canadian 
Military Mail Study Group Newsletter, and the Toop collection illustrates an 
additional two, in all cases used by Canadian trbops. Figure 1 shows a typical 
example from my collection. 

First, some background. The first Canadian Division had started arriving 
at Aldershot in December of 1939· By May 1940, the entire Division, as 
well as specialist units destined for the yet..-to--be formed Canadian Corps, 
were present. On 1 oMay, the German attack in the West began, and within 
three weeks had defeated the Allied armies in France. Before this, on 23May, 
it was proposed to send First Infantry Division ( 1 CI o) to France to assist the 
British Expeditionary Force (BEF), then withdrawing towards the Channel 
coast, and warning orders were issued to the first Brigade. Parts of the other 
brigades moved to Dover to embark for France, but the plan was cancelled 
and they returned to Aldershot. 

It was thought desirable and possible to salvage something from the de..
bacle by retaining a foothold on the continent in Brittany. Around 8 June 
1940, the Canadians received orders to move to France via Brest to be part 
of the force holding Brittany. Many units of the first Brigade actually landed 
in France, and penetrated almost to Le Mans. Meanwhile, the remainder of 
the Division had moved advance parties to southern English ports, and the 
main body was ready to depart Aldershot on instant notice. Fortunately, 
the Brittany venture was recognized as hopeless, and called off on 14 June. 
Almost all of the Canadian troops were back in Aldershot by the 19th. It is 
easy to imagine that between frantic preparations to get the units on a war 

Keywords & phrases: Force post office (F Po) 
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Figure 1. A typical cover from FPO 96 
These covers are always seen censored with a Daynes type A102 stamp, and 
always with full postage (no postal concession for Canadian servicemen was in 
place at this t ime). 

footing, and actual unit movements, mail services were not a priority, and 
indeed I have not seen letters postmarked 12-19 June, nor have I seen any 
covers direct ly related to the earlier movement to Dover. 

Covers from this period bearing the F Po 9 5- 9 9 dater marking are scarce. 
With the help of several other World War 11 collectors, I was able to locate 
only 31 examples. All are dated in the time period 2 June 1940-7 July 
1940, and where identification is possible, all are from Canadian troops of 
the 1 CID and its auxiliaries. No example of non--Canadian use has been seen. 
Entries in the 1 em Postal Unit War Diary explain the scarcity. On 27 May 
1940, the diary records that "the Ncos i/c of the three Brigade FPOs were 
issued with their F PO stores and initial supply of postal orders and stamps." 
I make the assumption that FPO hammers were part of the "stores", and that 
these hammers were in the FPO 95-99 range. 

I also believe that one of these hammers was issued for use at Divisional 
HQ at the same time or shortly after. On 8 July 1940, the War Diary records 
that the Canadian FPOs started using a new series of datestamps, and that 
the others were to be returned to the Home Depot, Bournemouth. These 
new hammers were the FPO 310-314 series. No reason is given for the 
change, and it is difficult to imagine why it was necessary. 
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It therefore appears that FPO 95-99 hammers were in Canadian use for 
six weeks, and given the alarms and excursions experienced by the Canadian 
troops over the period, it is not surprising that examples are scarce. All of 
the covers that I have seen are censored by unit (rather than base) using a 
Daynes type A102 censor stamp. I don't know when this unit censorship 
started, but would speculate that it was 27 or 28 May, as discussed below. 
The War Diary tells us that unit censorship was ended as of12 July 1940. 

It is interesting to consider why these FPO hammers were issued at this 
particular time. Until27May, 1 em used local civil post offices, and in fact 
had a detachment working in the Aldershot civil post office. When the 
Brigades went in turn to the Salisbury Plain for training in April and May, 
the troops used the Salisbury civil post office. 

On 27 May 1940, orders were issued to form the division into several 
mobile groups for the defense of England and two days later, they began 
moving to the Northhampton area to implement that role. With that order, 
1 c ID passed from being a static unit based in barracks and engaged in train, 
ing, that is, not "in the field", into a mobile 'a~tiye service field unit which 
was entitled to and needed the services of Field Post Offices. It is temp~ 
ing to think that this change in status also initiated unit censoring of the 
outgoing mail. 

Owing to the small number of samples, it is difficult to identify the daters 
and censor stamps used used by specific units. The War Diary entry for 
21 June 1940 gives us a head start "NCO i/c FPO c.1 [HQ First Infantry 
Brigade] reported the loss of all stores and equipment ofF PO c.1." This was 
almost certainly at Brest in France, where the withdrawal order produced 
a panic that led to the unnecessary abandonment of virtually all wheeled 
transport with contents. 

We also have the 28 June 1940 entry in the diary, which places FPO c.t 
at Aldershot, and indicates that it is not operating, due to the loss of all 
equipment in France. I thought that it would be possible to identify the 
hammer used at FPO c.1 by simply looking for a hammer whose usage ends 
in mid, June. This has not been seen, but a gap in the use of FPO 95 from 
11 June 1940 to 2 July 1940 is suggestive, and three weeks does not seem 
an unreasonable length of time to replace a postal hammer. 

There is some evidence (four identified covers) that FPO c.2 (HQ Second 
Infantry Brigade) was using the FPO 96 hammer. The War Diary for 2 7 June 
1940 tells us that nine ORs, together with supplies for one FPO (designated 
FPO TC.t) moved to Eynsham Hall, where they were co.-located with Corps 
troops Supply Column. Based on the dates seen, this FPO could have been 
using the FPO 98 hammer, but this is close to pure speculation. One identi, 
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fied cover links FPO 99 with the 1 em H Q. More examples will be required 
before we will be able to identify the units with certainty. The censor ham.
mer usage will be dealt with in a future article, hopefully after more of these 
covers become available for study. 

As stated above, Bailey & Toop do not list any Canadian usage of these FP o 
hammers. Proud does not list FPO 95 as a British hammer, which indicates 
that this hammer was not reused after its return to the Home Depot after 
8 July 1940. Proud does list FPO 96 as "Canadian APS" in 1940, and this 
seems correct. FPOS 97 & 98 are listed as used by 11th Armoured Division 
beginning June41 and March42. Th is does not conflict with what we have 
learned, but is incomplete in not noting the earlier Canadian usage. 

FPO 99 is shown as used in France from 13 April1940, and with the 
(British) 11th Armoured Division beginning 10 June 1940. This latter 
unit/ date is in defin ite conflict with my observations: I have seen nine ex, 
amples of Canadian usage of this hammer 5 June-s July 1940. I therefore 
do not think 11th Armoured Division usage could begin until after the ham.
mer was retu rned to REHome Depot, that is, sometime after 8 July 1940. 

Post Offices of the 1 CID, May-July 1940 
Unit Cdn PPO# Opened Hammer to 27 I 5 2715- 817 (1) after 8! 7 1 
1 CIB I C . l 27May j Civil POs j95 310 
2 CIB C.2 27May Civil POS gG 311 
3 CIB C.3 27May Civil POS 97 (2) 312 I Div Supply Point TC.l 27 June Civil POs g8 (2) 313 
HQ 1 CIO OC.l Civil POs 99 (2) 314 

(1) The hammer numbers line up: 95 with 310, gG with 311, and so on. It might be 
coincidence, but it might also be an indication that the attributions here are correct. 

(2) Guess. 

From the evidence above, I conclude that in the period 28 May- 8 July 
1940, these five Canadian FPOs were being operated by the Canadian Postal 
Corps, using the FPO 95-99 hammers, and serving the units of the First 
Canadian Division. There is no doubt in my mind that the FPO 95-99 
series ofhammers belong in any list of Canadian FPOs. 

I would like to acknowledge the very considerable assistance that I have 
received from Mr Kim Dodwell, who has been unstinting in his encourage..
ment of this study, and who has freely shared h is considerable knowledge. 
Thanks Kim. 

BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 1, January- March 2004 



Canadian usage of FPO Hammers 95-99 in 1.940 45 

References 
[1] HE Guertin Wartime mails§> stamps of Canada, Private printing, Toronto, no date. 
[2.] C RMcGuire & R FNarbonne, Editors The Major E.R. Toop Collection of Canadian 

Military Postal History, BNAPS (1996). 
[3] Col C P Stacey Six Year.s of War, Queen's Printer, Ottawa (195 7). 
[4] War Diary, First Canadian Division Postal Unit. 
[S] W J Bailey& E R Toop Canadian Military Postal Markings, Charles G Fir by Pub, Wa~ 

terfordMI (1996). 

The Postal History Society of Canada 
invites applications for membership 

The PHSC publishes an award~winning quarterly journal, sponsors seminars on Canadian 
postal history, awards prizes for postal history exhibits at philatelic shows across Canada, 
and publishes important books and monographs relating to Canadian postal history. 
Recent publications include Allan Steinhart, Postal Historian ($2.g.Ggppd to Canada). More 
monographs and books are planned for the near future~ Manuscripts are solicited. Hot otT 
the presses: AR- Avis de reception (164 p, 180+ ill'ns, wireO bound; deals with worldwide 
AR), see reviews in American Philatelist, Canadian Philatelist, and elsewhere. hs.Gg+postage. 
For more information or membership forms, please contact the Secretary, 
DrNWagner,207, szs~ uthAvenuesw,CalgaryAB T2R ocg Canada 

[a Societe d'Histoire Postale du Quebec 
(7'he Postal HistortJ Society ofOu~bec) 

invites applications for membership 
The SHPQ publishes (enfranfais) an award,winning quarterly journal. 
Annual membership fee is $18. 
Sec'y: ChristianeFaucher,265 duChalutier#3oG,Qu€becQC GtK 8R3 

chrisjac@megaquebec.net www.shpq.org 

www .canadacovers.ca 

' 
BNATopics, Volume Gt, Number 1, January-March 2004 



The "double deficiency" era is over 
Mike Street* 

F
oR many years, with assistance from the mail room staff, I collected en.
velopes from incoming mail at work to help a postage meter collector 
feed his habit. Occasionally an unusual postmark or similar interest.

ing item would pop up as a reward. I was also able to watch development 
of the use of spray.-on cancelling machines in Canada, and even discovered 
an instance of a spray.-on being used only for a few days and then dropped, 
apparently for political reasons. (See Comic book spray..-on cancels hold surprise, 
BNATopics Vol 53, #1, 1996.) 

Figure 1. Postage due 91¢ markings (August 1995- December 1998) 
Made up as 4 5 ¢ first weight domes lie rate plus 4 6¢ administralive charge. 

At some time in 1998, an unstamped cover with aT .91 CENTS postage due 
mark (Figure 1, left) appeared on my desk. The 0 - 3 og first class domestic 
postage rate (hereinafter the o - 3 o g rate) at the time was 4 5 ¢ . Since postage 
due charges were supposed to be double the deficiency and thus could not 
produce an odd number, I assumed the handwritten .91 was an error and 
put the envelope aside as a curiosity. Then a second envelope arrived with a 
T/.91 CENTS postage due charge (in red ink) indicated by type set in a rubber 
hand stamp (Figure 1, centre). Apparently someone in Canada Post Corpo.
ration caught the decimal error; another typeset example, T/91 CENTS with 
no decimal point, turned up still later (Figure 1, right). 

• Author's note: The original version of this article appeared in Maple 
Leaves, the journal of the Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, # 28 5, 
July 2002, p293. It has been updated to 2004 by additional information 
and figures, with the quality of the latter much improved over what was 
technically possible for me in 2002. 

Keywords & phrases: postage due, double deficiency, administrative charge 
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The fact that 91 was twice set in type clearly indicated that the amount 
was not an error. A visit to the local (rural) post office and a look at the 
then.-current Canada Postal Guide led to Section B, Chapter 6, Paying for a 
Mailing. The Outgoing mail section covered shortpaid or unpaid mail car.
rying a return address, but said nothing about processing such mail without 
a return address destined for a recipient in Canada. Nowhere in the guide 
could the Postmistress or I find what was to be done with such mail. 

Then we noticed, at the very end of Section B, Chapter 6, the somewhat 
cryptic statement, "The administrative charge does not apply to incoming 
international mail." Seeing this, the Postmistress recalled something and 
advised me that the 91 ¢ charge on my envelopes was the total of the miss.
ing postage plus this "administrative charge". Deducting the 0 - 3og rate of 
45¢ from the 91¢ told us that the administrative charge was 46¢, but we 
were unable find text specifying the meaning or application of the charge 
or confirming the amount. 

Pressures of work and other activities forced me to put the matter aside. 
Sometime in 20 o o, another unstamped envelope arrived carrying (in bright 
red ink) an attractive but even.-denominated T/0.92$ postage due mark (Fig.
ure 2, left). In addition to the colour, this marking was also unusual because, 
apparently for the first time ever, a Canadian Postage Due marking included 
not only a$ instead of¢, but also the Canada Post wing symbol (see [4]). 
The rate at the t ime was 4 6 ¢, exactly half of the amount indicated. Were we 
back to double deficiency? 

Figure 2. Due 92¢ and 94¢ markings 
The 46¢ + 46¢ charge in effect January 1999- December2ooo; the 47¢ + 
47¢ fee in effect January 2001 - January 2002. 

In May 2001, one of my first (and still unfinished) post.-retirement tasks 
was to deal with the many covers acquired and put away during the previous 
2 5 years. After sorting out peace issue rate material, my prime area of inter.-
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est, I turned to envelopes received at work and not forwarded to my meter 
man. When the 91 ¢ postage due cover appeared, I resolved to find out what 
was going on and, if there had been a change from double deficiency, when 
the change had occurred. 

The first step was to send myself an unstamped cover without a return 
address. It arrived with an old~ style (i.e., dull) 94¢ hand stamp (Figure 2, 
right) applied-and uncollected. The rate at the time was 4 7¢, also nicely 
half of the amount indicated as due. A visit to Canada Post's Internet site 
showed that the wording of Section B, Chapter G of the 2001 Postal Guide 
was very close to that used in 1998, but the sentence dealing with "admin~ 
istrative charge" was missing. 

An electronic search of the guide for "administrative charge" turned up 
nothing, but a search for "deficient postage", a term also used in Section B, 
Chapter G, led me to Section C, Chapter 7, Lettermail. There, in a table titled 
Pricing Information I Feature and Option Prices, was an entry for "Deficient 
Postage Fee", given as, "$.4 7" plus the amount of deficient postage, effective 
January 1, 2001." The first question was answered! Adding 47¢ unpaid 
postage to the 47¢ Deficient Postage Fee yielded 94¢, as indicated on the 
cover returned to me. Obviously, the 92¢ charge in 2000 was made up 
as 4 G ¢ + 4 G ¢. The discovery confirmed the earlier surmise that during 
1998, the Deficient Postage Fee was also 46¢; however, it did not explain 
why the fee then was not equal to the single domestic rate at the time (4 5¢ ), 
as had been the case in 2000 & 2001. 

Additional sorting work led to an approximate date for the beginning of 
these changes. In one of the boxes I found Press Release 8 5 16 ofl o April 
198 5, from the Corporate Communications Department of Canada Post Cor~ 
poration, advising the public as follows [ 1]. 

C HANGING TIMES CATCH UP TO "POSTA L" PRACTICE 

Since 1875, Canadians have been charged double the postage owing on mail 
that they receive with insufficient postage. Now, 110 years later, Canada Post 
has proposed replacing this practice with one that would make the sender re; 
sponsible for paying any postage due. 
Times and modern living patterns are behind the change. Today, the trip to 
the post office is no longer a part of most Canadians' daily routine, and fewer 
and fewer people are home when the postman calls. The move into cities and 
apartments, and the growing number of women in the work force, are major 
factors in this trend. 
The collection procedure was effective when it was introduced in the late 19th 
century, because it suited the times. Until1875• postage could be paid either 
at the time of mailing or on receipt at a higher rate. When prepayment of 
postage (paying at the time of posting came) into effect, however, the "Double 
Taxing" penalty was introduced by Departmental Order Number 15. It ensured 
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that full postage could be collected, and that partially paid letters would not 
languish or be disposed of in the Dead Letter Office. 
The new procedure was simple and convenient for the post office and postal 
customers alike because few Canadians received their mail any other way than 
at the post office. 

As postal customers' mailing habits changed, however, the system was slowly 
modified to reflect the changes that were occurring in Canadian society. 
In 19 54, an honour system for payment of postage due was introduced in rural 
delivery areas. 
By 19 70, rising collection costs led the Post Office Department to expand the 
honour system to letter carrier areas. 
With nearly 20% of Canadians living in apartments, three million Canadians 
changing addresses annually, and both husband and wife working in half of 
Canadian families, collection at the doorstep today has continued to be costly, 
and the alternative, a special trip to the post office, increasingly inconvenient 
to customers. A recent customer survey has shown that while many people 
intend to pay, they often do not get around to it because of the small amounts 
and inconvenience involved. 

Today, Canada Post Corporation estimates losses from shortpayment at fifty 
million dollars per year. These losses becortte one of the costs of doing business 
which are reflected in the prices the Corporation must charge all its customers. 
Under the proposed procedure, shortpaid mail would be returned to the sender. 
Instead of the addressee being billed for double the postage due, the sender 
would make up the missing postage and remail the item. There would be no ad~ 
ditional charge. The Corporation would continue to forward shortpaid mail to 
the addressee in the event that the sender can not be identified. The addressee 
would have the option of refusing delivery, or paying the amount owing plus 
a 25 cent administrative charge. 
The Corporation believes simplifying the procedures and shifting responsibil~ 
ity to the mailer will control losses, better reflect normal business practices, 
and be fairer to postal customers and consumers, who will no longer be penal~ 
ized for postage errors made by others. 

With the time frame pinpointed by the press release, a search of Canada 
Postal Guides at the National Archives and National Library of Canada was 
in order. The end of double deficiency and the introduction of the admin-
istrative charge plus single deficiency was confirmed as follows. 

Canada Postal Guide, issue/supplement effective 24 June 1985; topic: Gen~ 
era! Conditions; Key Subject: Unpaid and Shortpaid Mail, Section 48.12 -
Delivery: 
First, Third and Fourth Class Mail that is unpaid or shortpaid is: 
Effective 31 August 1985 
forwarded to destination; and double the deficiency is subject to collection on 
delivery 

Effective 1 September 1985 
returned to sender for application of the deficient postage 
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- with no return address: 
forwarded to the addressee for collection of the single deficient postage; and 
raled up $0.25 (administrative charge) 

Further research in the Postal Guides over 1985-2004 produced the 
information in the table, which shows changes in the administrative charge 
(denoted "fee" in the third column) from first implementation to the present. 
Dates are given as day month year. 

Administrative charges, 1985-2004 

1 9 1985 34¢ 25¢ 
1 4 1987 36¢ 36¢ 
1 1 1988 37¢ 37¢ 
1 1 1989 38¢ 38¢ 
1 1 1990 
1 1 1991 
1 1 1992 
1 1 1993 

39¢ 
40¢ 

42¢ 
43¢ 

39¢ 
40¢ 
42¢ 
43¢ 

1 1 1994 43¢ 44¢ 
1 10 1994 43¢ 45 ¢ 
1 8 1995 45¢ 46¢ 
1 1 1999 46¢ 46¢ (1) 
1 1 2.001 47¢ 47¢ 
14 1 2002 48¢ 48¢ 
12. 1 2.004 49¢ 49¢ 

See ( 2. & 3]. "Start-up date" is the date the particular administrative charge became effec~ 
tive. "dom fee· refers to the 0 - 3og domestic first class rate; "fee· means administrative 
charge. 

(1) "Administrative charge" changed to "Deficient Postage Fee" in 1998. 

At the time of the implementation of the administrative charge in 1985, 
the 0-3og first class domestic postage rate was 34¢. As can be seen from 
the table, in April1987, Canada Post raised the charge from 25¢ to 36¢, 
making it equivalent to the 0-3og rate (and thus creating the appearance 
of double deficiency for a 0-3og domestic letter mailed with no postage). 

The practice of raising the amount of the charge to match the rate as it 
increased continued until1994, when the charge was set at 1¢ above the 
o-3 o grate. This occurred at a time when the Canadian Government, facing 
public and business opposition to constant postal rate increases, refused to 
let Canada Post raise the rate from 4 3 ¢ to 4 4 ¢ . Canada Post went along, of 
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Figure 3. 3 4 ¢ + 2 5 ¢ returned to sender, Montreal (March 1986) 
Showing portion of reverse (of warranty card) on right. 

,-- ~- ;; ~ ... 
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Figure 4· 36¢ + 25¢ misrated administrative charge (July 1987) 
Mailed from Islington and Montreal respectively. Correct administrative charge 
at this time was equal to the domestic letter rate, 3 G ¢; it had changed 1 April. 
The left item (courtesy of Danny Handelman) has the rate typeset. 

CENTS 
ous 

CENTS 
D' .. -' ;: 

course, but added the penny to the administrative charge presumably as a 
way of getting some increased revenue. This 1 ¢ difference continued until 
1999 when the 0-3og rate went to 46¢ but the charge was not altered. 

Figures 3- 12 illustrate various aspects of the '~dministrative Charge/ 
Deficient Postage Fee", as well as cases where no or modest charges were 
made, and a short paid foreign destination cover (to which the charge did 
not apply). 

Figure 3 shows a 59¢ postage due assessment, made up of the 2 5 ¢ admin~ 
istrative charge and the missing34¢ postage. Figure4 shows two examples 

BNA1'opics, Volume 61, Number 1, January- March 2004 

-· 



Mike Street 

Figure 5· 19¢ + 36¢ second weight (July 1987) 
Paid at single rate, but second weight (3o- sog) applied, which required an 
additional tg ¢, to which the 3 6¢ administrative charge was added. 

of a 61¢ charge, made up of 2 5 ¢ administrative charge and 3 6 ¢ postage, 
but is a clerical error in July1987. Obviously the notice of the increase in 
the charge to 3 6 ¢ on 1 April had not yet filtered down to all ranks! 

Figure 5 is an example from the same month in 1987 of a shortpaid letter 
not returned to the sender. In this case, the letter weighed over 3 o g and 
correct postage was 55¢ . The 3 6¢ charge and 19¢ deficiency added up to 
the same amount, 55¢. 

Figures 6 & 7 show short payment by 1¢ (caused by rate changes a week 
or so earlier) resulting in a drastic charge. In these cases, double deficiency 
would have been much better! In contrast, Figure 8 shows an example which 
was also 1 ¢ shortpaid, but was marked 1 ¢ due, and the sender had a chance 
to apply an additional stamp to make up the difference. 

Canada Post occasionally allowed a grace period after a rate change, as in 
Figure9. Figure10 is a weird example from Danny Handelman's collection. 
Figure 11 is a classic banana seal used as postage stamp, which was caught 
by Canada Post. Finally, Figure 12 illustrates that the administrative fee did 
not apply to international mail. 

Collectors should watch for examples of non--double deficiency postage 
due markings especially those with odd--number values in the 1985- 87 
& 1994- 99 periods. 
Acknowledgments My thanks to Cimon Morin of the Canadian Postal Archives 
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Figure 6. Draconian application of the rules 1 ¢ + 3 7 ¢ (7 January 1988) 
The first class rate changed from 3 G ¢ to 3 7¢ the week before this was mailed, 
so the warranty card was 1¢ short. Adding the administrative charge gives the 
total, 3 8¢. Usually a grace period was allowed after a rate change, during which 
the covers paid at the earlier rate were allowed to go through at no extra charge 
(as in Figure 9 below). At double deficiency, this would have been charged 2¢! 

Courtesy of Danny Handelman 

(see [5]); Anne Whitehurst and Dale Ward (now retired) of the National 
Archives of Canada, and Steve Johnson of the National Library of Canada, 
for their help in locating and accessing the Canada Postal Guides neces...
sary for the completion of this article. Thanks also to Tom Hillman, for...
merly Archivist responsible for the records of the Post Office at the National 
Archives of Canada, for the reference to the origin of double deficiency [ 1]. 
And thanks to Danny Handelman for the numerous images he provided. 

Notes & References 
[ 1] New general postal regulations were introduced on 1 October 18 7 5. Pre...
payment of postage was mandated and unpaid letters were sent to the Dead 
Letter Office. Double deficiency postage was introduced whereby mail short 
paid would be charged double the deficient amount and to be paid by the 
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llACK A DECKER CANADA INC. 
IIAG NUIIIIR 1 .. 

lAC Dl POliTE .. 
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Figure 7. Another draconian charge 1 ¢ + 3 8 ¢ (8 January 1989) 
Similar to the example in FigureG, the rate increased from 37¢ to 38¢ on 
1 January 1989. The letter was 1¢ postage due, and charged the administrative 
fee of38¢ in addition. 

addressee. (National Archives of Canada, Philatelic Records, The Post Office 
Department Circulars Collection, Accession 1995- 156 Department Order 
No 15, 1 September 1875; Canada Post Office Department, Canada Official 
Postal Guide, Ottawa, October 1875, pvi. 
[2] As Canada Post has changed the format and numbering of the Canada 
Postal Guide at least four times between 1985 and 2004, obtaining the 
data in the table was not straightforward. Over the period 1985- 1997, the 
amount of the administrative charge was found under "Unpaid and Short, 
paid Mail, Delivery". For 1985- 88, this was in Section48.12; for 1990-
92, in Section3.2; for 1993- 95, in Section8.2.2 and later in 1995, in 
Section 8.17; from 1996- 97, in Section 8.16. For 1998- 2003, the "De, 
fi.cient Postage Fee" is found in Section C, Lettermail, Chapter 7, Pricing In, 
formation I Feature and Option Prices. In 2004, Section C, Lettermail, was 
moved to Chapter 8. 

Theo- 3og first class domestic postage rate was found under Lettermail. 
For 1985- 88 this was in Section 10.21; for 1990- 92 in Section35.2; for 
1993-95 in Section4.2, later in 1995 through to 1997 in Section3.2; 
for 1998- 2003, in Section C, Lettermail, Chapter 7, Pricing Information 
I Feature and Option Prices. 
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Figure 8. More reasonable 1¢ charge (9 January 1989) 
This time, the 1¢ short paid resulted in only 1¢ postage due (no administrative 
charge), and the sender was given the opportunity to apply additional postage. 

Courtesy of Danny Handelman 
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Figure 9· Grace period (4 October 1990) 
The rate change occurred on the first of the month. Sometimes Canada Post did 
have a heart and an insufficiently paid letter was delivered without any charges. 

55 

Section numbers given are for the English editions of the Postal Guide. 
Section numbers are different in the French editions. Most Postal Guides 
and supplements up to 1996 can be found in the National Archives Library. 
Postal Guides and supplements from 1990 to present are in the collection 
of the National Library of Canada. 
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BLACK I DECKER CANADA INC. 
BAG NUMBER 1040 

SAC DE POST! 1040 
BROCKVIU.E, ONTARIO 

KIY IWt 

Figure 10. Explain this! (12 July 1989) 
The postage due handstamp indicating 63¢ is under the stamp, which in turn 
is tied by the machine cancel. Presumably, this was sent without stamps; at this 
time, the rate was 38¢, and for some reason the clerk thought the adminis, 
trative charge was still only 2.5¢. He may have returned it to the sender, who 
applied the 3 8¢ stamp. It was mailed from Mississauga. 

Courl'esy of Danny Handelman 

• 

[3] After the original publication of this article, Andrew Chung advised the 
author that some of the changes of the first class postage rate and adminis, 
trative charges, as published in the Postal Guides and shown in the table may 
have been delayed due to postal service interruptions or for other reasons. 
Andrew will publish the actual dates of all rate changes in a forthcoming 
book when research is completed. 
[4] As noted, this article was first published in Maple Leaves in July 2002. In 
the coincident issue of the Postal History Society of Canada]ournal (# 11 o, 
July 2 o o 2, p 4 8 ), my very good friend Ron McGuire illustrated a second 
example ofthe unusual T/0.92$ marking shown in Figure2, and asked if 
anyone had seen others. In issue 111 of the journal (p 68) my example was 
noted, and Conrad 'fremblay showed an example of a T/0.94$ mark, mod, 
iiied so that only the word POSTE and the Canada Post symbol are shown 
below the line. To the best of my knowledge, no explanation of the initiation 
or apparent discontinuance of these marks has been published. 
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Metropolitan LHe 
La Metropoftlalne 
·P.O. BOX/C.P. 8600 
Ottawa, Ont. K1G 381 -
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Figure 11. Banana seal used as stamp 43¢ + 44¢ (January- September 1994) 
No postage due collection is complete without a banant~ seal (Turbana, in this 
case) used as postage. The cover is undated, but must have ~e.p used in the nine 
month period indicated, because of the 8 7¢ due. Courtesy of Danny Handelman 

P.O. BOX 6896 _ 
BLACK & DECKER ,.-m• 

TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204 - 6 . , 
<. ' 

Figure 12. No administrative charge to foreign destinations (December 1989) 
Postage to the us was 44¢; sender applied domestic postage, and the warranty 
card was charged just 6 ¢ postage due {not even double deficiency). Return 
address is given as Winnipeg, but the stamp is cancelled with multiple images 
of a straightline date, in the same colour as the due marking. 

Courtesy of Danny Handelman 
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[5] The National Archives of Canada and the National Library of Canada are 
being combined into a single agency. Bill c - 8, a bill to establish the Library 
and Archives of Canada, is proceeding through Parliament at the time of this 
writing, March 2004. 
EDITOR'S COMMENTS. Shown in Figure13 is a 1987 covering envelope 
for returning undeliverable mail. (These are sometimes described as "am, 
bulance envelopes", but this is a grossly inaccurate term; it might emanate 
from the French word ambulant, meaning "travelling".) As can be seen, the 
printed 26¢ service charge for returning the mail has been struck through 
and a 36¢ charge applied. Can it be that in 1987 (or earlier), Canada Post 
unified the fees, so that the administrative charge discussed in Mike's article 
agreed with the service charge for returning undeliverable mail? 

Covering envelopes are very difficult to find in this period (if you look 
closely, you will see that I have left visible a dealer's pencilled comment, very 
scarce, $10, at lower right). For more information on undeliverable mail, see 
the book by Brian Plain, The dead letter office in Canada 1830- 2002, Auxano 
{2003). The rates given on page111 stop at 1983. 

"''L 
--------. 

C- s . Co- <!If CJeeofr S'werr t70. 

/t&o ~r 
trrrRM/,11 ~ 67J 

}.:.1 ~ ~~z. 

Figure 13. Covering envelope for returning undeliverable mail (June 1987) 
Faint circle dates tamp of the Undeliverable Mail Office (successor to the Dead 
Letter Office). On reverse, the printing data reads 33- 085- 024 (3 - 83) 
(printed in March 1983?). 
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1999 was the year of the rabbit 
Dale Speirs 

M
EMBERS of the Calgary Philatelic Society received an invitation 
to attend the unveiling of the Year of the Rabbit postage stamps 
(Figure 1 ). The ceremony was held 8 January 19 9 9 at the Chinese 

Cultural Centre in downtown Calgary. 
Many members of the CPS attended. Also seen were a number of Ed, 

monton Stamp Club members who made the four, hour drive down from 
the north on icy highways. 

Figure 1. Year of the rabbit stamps (1999) 
At top is a strip of 46¢ stamps from the sheet The FDC was handed out at the 
Calgary ceremony by the God of Wealth. 

The invitation to the event was bilingual in English and Chinese (Fig-
ure2), which struck me as peculiar because every federal ceremony I have 

Keywords & phrases: rabbit, new issues 
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Figure 2. Invitation to first..-day ceremony 
Subsequently signed by Senator Joyce Fairburn [representing currently suspended 
Canada Post CEO Andre Ouellet- ed]. 

attended, philatelic or otherwise, always throws in a bit of French. As an 
aside, I and many CPS members were on the OLYMPEX '88 committee, the 
official philatelic exhibition of the 1988 Calgary Olympic Winter Games, 
and we had posters or other printed material rejected by Canada Post and 
Olympic officials because they weren't fully bilingual. The Rabbit FDC for 
the event did, however, have some French on it It had the 9 5 ¢ circular 
souvenir sheet, tied by a trilingual postmark to the cover. 

There was a full crowd for the ceremonies. The curtain rose on a tradi..
tional Chinese dance by one woman, very colourful in both costume and 
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1999 was the year of the rabbit 

Figure 3· Canada Post wish list from the God ofWealth 

61 

scenery. She danced through the dry..-ice fog swirling along the stage and 
flowing down over the footlights, a flurry of fans and long scarves. The 
dance was followed by a Cultural Centre official dressed in mandarin robes, 
who acted as the master of ceremonies. In the absence of Andre Ouellet, 
CEO of Canada Post, the feds were represented by Senator Joyce Fairbairn. 
The ceremony was bilingual in English and Cantonese. 

Next up on the stage was an actor dressed in scarlet robes as the God of 
Wealth. If you can imagine Santa Claus as a mandarin, then you have the 
picture. The God came down into the audience and handed out Foes with 
the stamp and postmark (trilingual) and a wish form (Figure3). The idea of 
the wish form is that you put your name and telephone number down, then 
complete the sentence: 

My wish for the God of Wealth to relay back to Heaven is .... 
The Cultural Centre staff later sorted through the forms in time for the 
Chinese New Year and selected winning entries. The form is a Canada Post 
ephemeral, depicting the God of Wealth. 

Then came the dragon dancers, always a favourite. Noisy drums and cym..
bals, and every colour of the rainbow. The dignitaries unveiled the stamp 
design, presentations were made, and the MC announced the end of the cer..
emonies. Half the audience rushed the Canada Post sales booths for Rab..
bit stamps and press sheets, and the other half rushed the steam tables for 
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shrimp toast and pork dumplings. Experienced philatelists went for the 
food first, since the booths were selling Rabbit items that could be easily 
bought elsewhere. My observation was that most of those who wen t first to 
the stamps were non.-collectors unaware of how readily available the Rabbit 
stamps would be. Those who attended enjoyed a great time, with splendid 
dances, good food, and freebies. 

Another perspective on Canadian philately 
Nearly half our members come from the other side of the pond. They en.
joy our quarterly award.-winning magazine, Maple Leaves. Some of them 
come to our annual convention Are you missing out? For a complimen.
tary copy of Maple Leaves and further information, write to the Secretary: 

Meads, Eastbourne BN20 7JX UK CANADIAN~. ) SOCIETY 
1M Wrigh~ 12 Milchester House, Staveley Road ~~ 

Subscriptions payable in Canada ~.f. 
GR~ I IN 

To BNAPS members
an invitation to join the 
ROYAL P HILAT E LIC SOCI ETY O F C A NADA 
Members receive the Canadian Philatelist, published bimonthly, and are en.
titled to use the Royal's sales circuit and insurance programme. 
Membership by itself $10; Canadian Philatelist $20; membership & the 
Canadian Philatelist$ 3 o, including a one.-time $5 admission fee. For Cana.
dian residents, the fees are in Canadian dollars, otherwise in us dollars. 
Write to the RPSC, Box 929, Station Q, Toronto ON M4 T 2 P1 for a mem.
bership application form. 

Grow with the Royal 

CANADA REVENUE STAMPS 
Semi-official airmails 
duck & wildlife conservation stamps 
huge stock, including documents &c 
latest lavishly illustrated price list, on request 
ESJvan Dam Ltd- since 1970 
PO Box300b, Bridgenorth ON KOL IHO Canada 
phone:(705)191- 7013; toll-free: 1-866- I!VANDAM 
fax: (705) 191- 6311; toll-free: 1-866-810-9541 
visit our website: UI'WW.esjvandam.com 
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CRMcGuire 

One of a series (initially 1983-89, and recommencing 
in 2001) illustrating points from Canada Postal Guides. 

I
F an international letter were franked with invalid stamps, UPU regu-
lations from as early as 1878 required that the postal clerk mark ze.
roes ( o) to the side of the stamps. This indicated to foreign authorities 

that the stamps were of no value, and postage due should be calculated ac.
cordingly. This is explained in George Arfken's Canada and the UPU (BNAPS, 
1992} p52. A British example is shown there. 

r 

Figure 1. Zeroed stamp (1907) 
US stamp; of no value when applied in Canada. The 2¢ Empire rate was doubled 
to 2d, the amount payable by the recipient 

Shown in Figures1 &1a is a Canadian example from 1907. Mailed from 
Toronto (Station F) to England, the two.-ring uorb" dater ties cancels the 

Keywords &phrases: invalid stamps 
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Figure 1a. Backs tamps 
The British postage due marking (lower right of front) was applied at Bristol; the 
letter then travelled to Whaleybridge, and finally the destination, Stockport 

stamp (normally, invalid stamps were left uncancelled). The adhesive of 
course is a us 5¢ stamp, which was invalid when used on a letter origi, 
nating in Canada. The stamp is surrounded by the zeroes (I guess the clerk 
wanted to be on the safe side). 

Not only did the sender use the wrong country's stamp, but he also used 
the incorrect rate. The Empire rate of 2¢ (single weight) applied. This was 
equivalent to 10centimes, which explains the T 1 o postage due marking (ap, 
plied in Canada). Short paid letters were fined an amount equal to the defi~ 
ciency ("double deficiency"), so the amount charged to the sender was equiv, 
alent to 20ctm; this translates to 2d sterling, explaining the British postage 
due marking at the lower right. 

An earlier zeroed example has been shown in an earlier column (Topics, 
January-March 2003, #494, ppG3- 64, Column #35). Instead ofusing 
zeroes to indicate invalid stamps (in this case, precancelled), the clerk used 
symbols resembling ®, and the cover was domestic. 

HRAnother twelve penny black story Sitting in Leo Scarlet's office in New York, 
a man walked in and asked for a ud black. "Are you sure, and do you know 
how rare this stamp is?" He replied, "I know," and asked Leo if he had a copy 
for sale. Leo replied that it happened that he had purchased one recently at 
Harmer's auction. "Can I see it?" "Of course." The man looked at this stamp 
for a few minutes asked if he had a certificate for it. Satisfied, he asked 
about the price. Leo told him that he bought it for $23,000. "How about 
$25,000?" The man took a bundle ofbills from his pocket and handed Leo 
$25,000. I am sure that he had enough bills in his pocket to buy another 
copy. (Hans Reiche) 
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What's new?-
National Archives of Canada 
Philatelic Collections 
Cimon Morin 

This column is provided on a regular basis in order to publicize new 
acquisitions and activities within the philatelic area at the National 
Archives of Canada (NA). Researchers who wish to use the NA facili-
ties should contact, in writing, the National Archives of Canada, Ref-
erence Services, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa ON K1A ON3 [fax: 
(613) 995-6274; e.-mail: reference@archives.ca; Internet website: 
http:/ I www.collectionscanada.ca] 

Web site 
Canadian Post Office Publications to 1.900 available~ot{line. The Canadian Postal 
Archives web site has developed a new research tool! The online database 

"Canadian Post Office Publications" provides access to about 26,ooo pages 
of official administrative directives concerning the Canadian Post Office. 
Published between 17 59-19 o o, these directives come primarily from three 
types of publications: the Canadian Official Postal Guide (1863- 1900), ad-
ministrative circulars (1812-1900) and a few federal government publica-
tions. These publications, digitized in both official languages when they are 
available, provide access to over 6 7 5 documents. An exhaustive list of pub-
lications, by type or chronological order, is accessible from the Choose a doc-
ument search screen. The database allows users not only to consult the orig-
inal documents online (choose a document) but also to search full--text digital 
publications (search by word, phrase and date). This makes it possible to locate 
a post office, find the postage rate for a specific period, obtain instructions 
for mailing dangerous goods, etc. 

Consult the database at: http://www.collectionscanada.ca 

Canadian Philatelic Bibliography now online 
The Philatelic Bibliography database on Canadian philately provides access 
to the three--volume publication Canadian Philately: Bibliography and Index by 
Cimon Morin. The database represents more than 10,000 bibliographical 
references published between 1864 &1993 and compiles the titles of pub-
lications on stamps, postal stationery, postal history and postal markings 

Keywords & phrases: National Archives of Canada 
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in Canada and British North America. This bibliography covers published 
monographs, brochures, specialized catalogues and auction catalogues, as 
well as articles that have appeared in periodicals, exhibition catalogues and 
more general works. It provides bibliographic references for English and 
French language publications. 

The vast majority of these publications are available within the Philatelic 
Library. It is also possible to consult the Periodical collection for further details 
about the holdings. 

New scanned images 
More than 16, o o o images are now available on the Canadian Postal Archives 
site. Consult the What's new section in the web site for additional details. 

Former acquisitions 
Douglas Patrick fonds [multiple media] 1931- 1980, 8.23m textual records 
and other material, 296 audio reels (75 hours). The fonds consists of rna; 
terial accumulated by Douglas Patrick in the course of his various careers 
as a Globe and Mail advertising agent and philatelic columnist, host of the 
long--running radio series, esc Stamp Club, published philatelist and collec; 
tor. The bulk of the collection relates to his involvement with the esc Stamp 
Club 1944-1971. This includes esc scripts and other material 1944-
1971, correspondence 1948-1979, exhibitions, 1948- 1972, manuscripts 
1946-1979, photographs/slides/negatives 1960-1976, research notes 
1931-1980, and scrapbooks 1935-1979. (R3332] 
]E Peacock collection [philatelic record, textual record] 1849- 1883, 3 postal 
covers, 4 leaves. Collection consists of three stampless postal covers, each 
containing one letter sheet One cover is addressed to Mrs William Mundie, 
Canada West, bearing Kingston & Hamilton Upper Canada postmarks, dated 
18 58, another (from Great Britain) to Mr William Mundie, Superintendant 
of Government Grounds, Toronto, Canada West, North America, dated 18 55, 
and a third to John Catto, Merchant, King Street, Toronto, dated 1883. Col; 
lectionalso includes one folded letter (one leaf) dated 1849, sent from Hamil; 
ton, Upper Canada to William Marshall, Berwickshire, England. [R5 22 7] 

CANADA REVENUE STAMPS 
Semi-official airmails 
duck & wildlife conservation stamps 
huge stock, including documents &c 
latest lavishly illustrated price list, on request 
E S J van Dam Ltd- since 1970 
PO 8ox300b, Bridgenorth ON KOL lHO Canada 
phone: (705) 292-7013; toiJ•free: 1•866•BVANOA 
fax: (705)292-6311; toll-free: t - 866- 820• 9542 
visit our website: www.esjvandam.com 

BNAI'opics, Volume 61, Number 1, January-March 2004 



Study group centreline 
Robert Lemire 

T
HE purpose of this column is to bring to the attention of B NAPs 
members some of the fascinating specialist work being done within 
each BNAPS study group. Highlights are provided for newsletters 

that have arrived in my mail box from late December 2003 through mid, 
March2004. 
RPO cancels The November- December RPO study group newsletter is largely 
devoted to RPO service on the Credit Valley Railway lines, including oper, 
ations by its successor, the Canadian Pacific Railway. The line was origi, 
nally built from Toronto through Streetsville and up the Credit Valley to 
Orangeville. Later, in 1879, the main line was extended past Streetsville to 
StThomas, and a branch line was built from Cataract Junction to Elora. Cov, 
ers are shown with the early CREDIT VALLEY ,RWY / ELORA BR. markings, 
as are covers from the period 1891- 1907 with the CPR markings, TOR. & 

ST. THOS. M.C., STREETS & ELORA M.C., STREET & ELORA M.C. and 
TORONTO & ELORA R.P.O. 
British Columbia postal history research The history of the Gambier Travelling 
Post Offices is traced in Vol12, # 4 of the newsletter. The Gambier TPO 
was established in July 1908 to serve small settlements around the coast of 
Howe Sound. The office was operated by at least five different companies 
over a period of sixteen years, and was located on at least three different 
ships. There is also the usual listing of unusual modern BC markings, and a 
list of office openings and closings for 20 o 3 (provided by staff at the Pacific 
Division of Canada Post). 
Military mail The January 2004 issue of the newsletter contains some Christ, 
mas leftovers in the form of pictures of three illustrated armed forces air let, 
ters from 1944 (provided by WilfWhitehouse). Doug Sayles shows several 
items that can be added to the survey ofww I internment censor markings. 
Markings are shown from Kapuskasing, Morrisey, Lethbridge, Spirit Lake 
and Vernon. Editor Dean Mario discusses the difficulty in obtaining infor, 
mation about modern Canadian Forces Post Offices (CFPos) in Afghanistan 
and Bosnia, and markings from these offices. 

Cancels submitted by EugeneSonmor (cFPOs 5112 & 5113) and Eric Yen-
dall (CFPO 5006) are shown, and Werner Habrich raises some interesting 
questions concerning these large "daters". In the March issue, Colin Pom-
fret shows covers processed through the mail service for Canadian merchant 
seamen during the latter part of World War II. Through PO Box9000, an 
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average of35,000 letters per month were received and forwarded to ships 
all over the world. Doug Sayles discusses mail for troops who volunteered 
and trained for the Canadian Army Pacific Force in mid..-1945. 
Fancy&miscellaneouscancels The December 2003 newsletter contains anum~ 
ber of short comments from editor David Lacelle, and some pictures of can-
cels from Brian Hargreaves. There is also a discussion on roller cancels
does anyone still collect them? David asks for any additional information 
on the oval "Enquiry Office I Post Office Toronto" cancellation which seems 
to be found only on high.-denomination stamps and only in 1896 & 1897. 
Newfoundland The latest issue of the Newfie Newsletter shows the first two 
pages of Colin Lewis' outstanding Newfoundland postal history exhibit. This 
is to be a continuing series. Mel Boone contributed photocopies of some 

"lobster" stamps from the late 1930s. These are not listed in the catalogues, 
but reportedly were similar to unemployment insurance revenue stamps. 
Further information is solicited. Carl Munden provided examples of cancels 
from several small Newfoundland and Labrador company town post offices, 
including Gull Pond, Grand Village, 1\vin Falls and Camp Boggy. Some of 
these offices were open for very short periods. 
Queen Elizabeth 11 The January- February issue of the Corgi Times has arrived-
1 6 pages full of information. The latest definitives and the Year of the Monkey 
stamps are discussed. There is evidence that the "new" $5 Moose definitive 
has been sitting on the shelf for several years. 

Leopold Beaudet provides a thorough discussion of the five distinguish-
able printings (and three pane types) of the so¢ seashore definitive, and 
describes how constant cylinder flaws provide information about the way 
the stamps were printed. John Aitken shows two interesting rate covers, and 
editor Robin Harris give list of earliest known uses for a number of modern 
Canadian definitive varieties (1973- 1996) for which there was no official 
first day of issue. David Pep par has passed along a photocopy of a copy of 
the $5 La Maurice National Park stamp with a CNR perfin- probably the 
first report of this item. 
Re~entries How many re~entries can be found on stamps in a single proof 
sheet? Well, in Vol21, # 4 of the re.-entry study group newsletter, full.-page 
photographs are shown of nine different re.-entered stamp impressions
all from a proof sheet of the 18 64 printing of the 1 o ¢ Province of Canada 
cents issue. There is also a picture of a nice re..-entry on the 1 ¢ Admiral War 
Tax stamp (plate 16). 
Postal stationery In the latest issue of Postal Stationery Notes, Brian Cannon pro~ 
vides a list of all the PostCard Factory (PCP) prestamped cards issued from 
2001-2003. Four new (2004) PCF cards are also reported (by Pierre Gau~ 
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thier), as are two other prestamped cards from Canada Post. Earle Covert 
describes some new XpressPost products that were used by Chapters during 
the 2003 Christmas season. There is also another instalment of Earle's ex-
tensive illustrated listing of the pres tamped meteorological envelopes. 
Large§.- small queens In newsletter #25, Vic Willson shows at¢ post card 
with added 1¢ yellow small queen addressed to Dar,es--Salaam with an Aden 
transit marking. Ron Ribler discusses how to distinguish Scott# 3 7 & 41 
(3 ¢ small queen stamps). There is also more from the pages of Herb Me, 
Naught's exhibit on the half cent small queen; covers to Italy, Austria, Por, 
tugal and New Zealand are shown. 
Squared circles The December 2003 issue of the Round, Up Annex contains 
another batch of new reports and updates on squared circle cancels, and 
pictures of some cancels listed in the previous newsletter. Jim Miller con, 
tinues his series on the Toronto 3 ' ring orb cancels. Hammer 3- T2, was 
used in two periods, 1893- 1897 and 1899-1903. Hammer 3- T3 appar, 
ently replaced hammer 3-T1, and was used 1~96-1899. 
Post cards New editors of Post Card Matters, Domfr Louise Kaye, show a se, 
lection of leap year cards in Vol5, # 1. Wally Gutzman has provided pho, 
tocopies of more cards with metal attachments, including another Stedman 
Bros card, a card for the 1910 Eucharistic Congress in Montreal and a 1915 
calendar card. Colin Campbell provided a picture of a 1913 card with a scene 
ofthe funeral ofGMBailey of the RNWMP. 
Revenues In issue # 44 of the Canadian Revenue newsletter, the series on 
Quebec's tobacco tax stamps of 1940 (by Chris Ryan & John Harper) con, 
tinues. The American Bank Note Company record cards regarding the pro-
duction of the 5 ¢ denomination of the first design, the production and de, 
struction (a month later) of the dies and die,proofs of the second design, and 
production of the dies and stamps of the third design, are illustrated. Chris 
also continues his series on unusual examples of excise stamps on commer, 
cial paper. He shows four different railway, company drafts (1919, 1925, 
1936 & 1951) that were used to pay for goods and services. 

HRA map stamp block signed by Mulock Colin Bayley once owned a block of the 
map stamp on cover. The block was signed across the stamps by J V Mulock. 
This cover was sold to a collector in Montreal, but eventually returned. It 
had been cancelled by an RPO that had ceased to exist a year before the map 
stamp was issued. The signature appeared to be genuine. Now this block 
resides in a collection of fakes and other oddities. (Hans Reiche) 
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New issues 
William] F Wilson 

C
ANADA Post has joined with the postal administrations of Denmark 
and Greenland to produce an interesting combination of stamps hon, 
ouring the Danish explorer Otto Sverdrup. In t8g8, Sverdrup began 

a five,year expedition in which he charted the west coast of Greenland and 
a significant portion of the Canadian arctic islands. He also claimed the is, 
lands for Norway, a claim that Norway asserted internationally, but did not 
back up with actual occupation. 

In the years after Sverdrup's voyage, Canadian explorers laid claim to the 
entire arctic archipelago and the RCM P established a presence throughout 
the islands, even operating a post office on the Bache peninsula on the east 
coast of Ellesmere Island at 79degrees latitude (mail delivery once a year), 
despite an absence of Canadians for hundreds of miles around. Norway 
abandoned its claim in 1931. More detail can be found in the Canadian En, 
cyclopaedia (www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com) under ·~rctic Sovereignty". 

Table 1. March 2004 
Stamp I Ramon Hnatyshyn Army Cadets Otto Sverdrup 
Value 49¢ 49¢ ss 49¢, ss $1.40 I 
Issued 16/ 03 26/ 03 26103 I 
Printer L, M CBN Post Danmark Stamps 
Pane 16 8 SH 16,ss 1 
Paper c c c 
Process 4CL + 2 metallic l 7ct (1) 

Qty (10 6) 2.5 2 
Tag 
Gum PVA 

Size (mm) 24 X38 
Perf 12.5 Xt3.2 

40 X40 
diecut 

4CL + 1 colour engraving 
SH 4, SS -4 
fluorescent paper 
PVA 

SH 28.8X33·5• bk 29X33·5 (2) 
SH 13.2X13.1, bk 13.1X13.1 

1 X25 NA 19X22 

(1) Listed as 8 ,colour lithography by Canada Post, but the stamp selvedge shows only 
seven colour dots. 

(2) Listed by Canada Post as 28.84 X33-44mm for both. 
See Table 3 for the abbreviations. 

Keywords & phrases: new issues 
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The stamps were designed and printed in Denmark, and are excellent ex~ 
amples of modern steel engraving. There is a small but measurable size 
&perforation difference between the 49¢ and $1.40 stamps. According 
to Canada Post's Details booklet (Vol xnr, #1, January- March 2004), both 
stamps have a width of 28.85mm; but my own measurements give this 
width (to one decimal accuracy) only for the 49¢ stamp; the $1.40 stamp 
measures 29.omm, verifiable by measuring all th ree "stamps" and dividing 
by three. Both stamps have 19 teeth, so the perforation, given by (number 
ofteeth)x (2omm)/(width), is 13.17 for the 49¢ stamp and 13.10 for the 
$1.40 stamp. The difference is easily measurable with an Instanta gauge. 

Table 2. March- April 2004 
Stamp Urban Transit St. Joseph's Home Hardware 
Value 4 X49¢ S~T 49¢ 49¢ 
Issued 30/03 2/ 04 19/ 04 
Printer CBN L~M LM 

. 
Pane 16 G 10 

\ 

Paper c c c 
Process lOCL BeL+ varnish GeL 
Qty (106) 5 1.5 8 
Tag G4S G4S G4S 
Gum PYA P~s P~s 

Size (mm) 56 x 2G 48X30 42X30 

!.Perf 12.5X13.1 diecut diecut 

Teeth 35X17 NA 24X17 

There is a caveat in measuring the 4 9¢ stamp- the comb perforations do 
not always match precisely, so one has to be careful to select a stamp with 
teeth of completely even width. On my upper left block of four, the left..
most stamp is like this, but on the stamp to its right, the join between the 
two combs occurs between the second and third perforation holes from the 
left, and the third tooth from the left is considerably wider than the others. 
This alters the width of the stamp, and use of the above equation gives a 
false result. 

The information in the tables is from Canada Post's Details booklet (Vol~ 
umexrii #1, January- March 2004) and the Canada Post website, 
http:ffi.vww.canadapost.ca;jJersonal/collecting/default~e .asp?stamp=stamps 

and from philatelic inscriptions on the stamps. Size, perforations, and num~ 
her of teeth are my own measurements, and are given as horizontal x vertical. 
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Table 3. May 2004 
Stamp Sherbrooke U Montreal Children's H U ofPEI Audubon's Birds 
Value 49¢ 49¢ 49¢ SH 4 X49¢ s~T, bk8o¢ 
issued 4/ 05 6/05 8/05 14/05 
Printer CBN L ~M L~M L~M 

Pane bk 8 bk 8 bkS SH 16, bk 6 
Paper c c c c 
Process lOCL SCL 6CL + tag SH llCL, BK 8CL 

Qty (106) 1.5 2.5 1.5 SH 6, BK 2.1 

Tag C4S C4S G4S C4S 
Gum PVA P~s PVA PVA 
Size,mm 36X45 50 X32 36 X45 32 X48 (1) 
Perf 13·4 X13-4 I diecut 13.4 X13·4 1SH 12.5 Xl3·3• bkdiecut 
Teeth I24 X30 24 X17 24 X30 SH 20 X32, bk NA 

(1) Listed by Canada Post as 31.96 X48mm. 
Abbreviations (for aU tables). 5 (6; 7; .. . ) cL: five (six; seven; ... ) colour lithography; 
bklt: booklet; A~P : Ashton~Potter; c: Thllis Russell Coatings (coated paper); CBN: Cana~ 
d ian Bank Note Company; cc: Crown Canada; caNT: continuous; oc: die cut; FE: foil 
embossing; n: fluorescen t; c4s: general tagging (four sides); csv gloss spot varnish; v 
M: Lowe, Martin; cc:Gravure Choquet Inc; NA: not applicable; P: Peterborough paper. PA: 
pane; p, s: pressure sensitive gum; s, A: self~adhesive; s ,T: setenan t; sH: sheet stamp; ss: 
souvenir sheet; sim'd: simulated; sT: straight; v : varnish. 

HR The Elster Bavaria collection Johannes Sigmar Elster, a businessman born in 
Berlin, had one hobby- collecting the best available classic Bavarian stamps. 
When I was young (1922), I met him. His collection contained many spec~ 
tacular rarities of early Bavaria. From the famous 1 kreuzer black to the coat 
of arms issues, practically all were in full mint sheets or rare large multiples. 
He owned a full double sheet of 90 of the 1 kreuzer stamp; this catalogues 
(Michel) at3oo,oooDeutschmarks as a single. The collection was exhibited 
a number of times and was always highly praised by judges and collectors. 

After Mr Elster died, his son continued the collection but its whereabouts 
was unknown. It was believed that it had been destroyed during the born, 
bardment of Berlin. Suddenly, a few years ago, the collection re~appeared, 
and Corinphila of Zurich auctioned it off. The colour catalogue is an excel~ 
lent reference for this famous collection. The total sale amounted to more 
than 1,9oo,oooSwiss francs, equivalent at the time toaboutc$2,200,000. 
Hans Reiche -30-

We're all out of Hans Reiche stories. Readers are invited to contribute items 
of a similar nature.-ed 
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British North America 
GROW YOUR LIBRARY WITH US! 
• RESEARCH, EXHIBITS, CATALOGS, POSTAL HISTORY 
• HUGE selection of hundreds of early classics and soon to be classics! 
• BNAPS Exhibit Series, many rare early journals & publications. 
• Exciting new colour titles! 

NEW RELEASES 

Ask for our free catalog 

1-866-831-4463 
www.auxanostamps.ca 

I 
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BNAPS EXHIBITOR'S SERIES 
NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR!! New mat erial. 
Postal Shoraaes an<l Surcharpd Issues of Newfoundland (Oyer) 
#19 in the series. New material. Available in Full Colour or Black & White. 
Stock Number: 99923.191 Colour version, SNAPS Member Price: C$ 53.95 US$ 39.75 
Stock Number: 99923.19 Black & White version. SNAPS Member Price:: C$ 26.95 US$ 19.85 

~t""lt II S.ri•• II I Tid• 

99923.1 #I - Canadian Participation in the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 (Robinson) . • . . . . . . • 17.05 12.55 

99923.2 #2 - Early Expren Company Operations in Canada Competing with the 

99923.3 

9992)..4 

9m3.5 

99923.6 

99923.7 

99923.8 

Post Office in Quebec & Ontario (Horris41!) ............................. 10.75 7.95 

#3 - British Columbia Express Covers from 1858 to 1900 (Co") . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 5.25 

#4 - Dr. Robert Bell of the Geoloc;cal Survey of Canada (Scritnceour) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.05 

#S - Eastern Arctic Mails 1876 to 1963 (Mowat) .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . • . .. . . 15.25 

#6 -A Pre-Confederation Postal History of Labrador (O'Reilly) • . . . • • . . . . • . • . . . • • I 1.65 

#7 - Cross-Border Mall: Canada - United States of America 1800-1860 (SQnderson) 17.95 

#8 - Force "C" The Canadian Army's Ho11g Kong Story 1911 - 1945 {f.lf'non) • • • . . • • • 12.55 

11.25 

12.55 

11.25 

8.50 

13.25 

9.25 

99923.9 #9- Registration Markings and Registered Letter Stamps {Lussey) ..•. •...• ...•.•. 22.45 16.50 

99923. 10 # 10 - Money Order Office Datestamps 1928-1915 (Narbonne) ••..•••....•• , ...•• 17.95 13.25 

99923. 1 I #I I - Mining; British Columbia's Heritage QO<obl) . • . • . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • 21.55 I 5.85 

99923. 12 #12 - A Canadian In Siberia 1918-1921 {Smith) .................... ........ ..... 15.25 11.25 

99923.1 3 #13- Untold Wealth: Canada's Mineral Heritage (Kurz) ..••...•••..• .. ..•••.....• 19.35 1·4.25 

- Sp«lafHordboundcoloor~rsion .................................. 175.50 129.15 

99923.14 #14- Cdn Postal Rates I Routes to NAmerlcan Destinations 1859-1914 (Wrl&on) ... 17.95 13.25 

99923.15 #IS -Canada: Postal Regs. Rates & Usages: Domestic / lnd Mail, 1897-1 911 (Powlulr.) .. 26.05 19.15 

99923.16 #16- The Broken Circle Postmarks of Canada (Saim~r) ...................... 21 .55 15.85 

99923.17 #17 -Via Vancouver: Canada's Transpacific Maritime Mails (Unwin) . . • • . . . . • . • • . . . . . 13.45 9.90 

99923.18 # 18 - Newfoundland Postal Stationery 1873- 1941 (Harrison) . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . • • . . . . 17.05 12.55 

99923.191 #19 - Postal Shortages, and Surcharged Issues of Newfoundland Co/oor version (Dyer) . 53.9S 39.7S 

99923.19 # 19 - Postal Shortages, and Surcharged Issues of Newfoundland ll&W version (Dyer) .. 26.95 19.85 

99923.20 #20 - First Four Suppliers of Cdn Postal Stationery and Usages 1860-191 0 (Harrison) . 17.0S 12.SS 

99923.11 #21 - Internment Mat I In Canada (Luciul<) . . . . . . . . • . . . .. . . . . • . . . . .. . . .. • . . . .. . . 14.35 I 0.55 

99923.22 #22 - Canada's Business Postal Cards (Horris41!) .••••.•• • ..•••..••...•••....•.. 17.95 13.25 

99923.23 #23 - Posanarks of the District of Asslniboia (Froser) ........•....•.•....... ••• . 10.75 7.95 

99923.24 #24 - Official Air Mail Rates to Foreigrl and Oveneas Destinations (Whilely) • . • • . • • . 15.25 11.25 

9m3.2S #25 - Canada Perfins Used on Cover (Troquoir) ................................ 25.1 5 18.50 

99923.26 #26- Canadian Re-Entries 1852-1 953 ~) ................... .. ... .... ...... 15.2S 11.25 

99923.271 #27. The Half-Cent Small Queen Issue of 1882-1897 Cokxlr version (McNaught) ..... 53.0S 39.05 

99923.27 #27 · The Half-Cent Small Queen luue of 1882-1897 ll&Wverslon (McNaught) . .... 25.15 18.50 

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Auxano Philatelic Services Inc. 207, S25 • II Ave SW Calgary, AS T2R OC9 

Order Toll Free In North America: 1·866-831-4463 Direct: 403-543-1171 Fax:-403-543-1 175 
email: order@auxanostamps.ca website: www.auxanonamps.ca 
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NEW TITLE FOR CHRISTMAS SEAL COLLECTORS!! 
Christmas Seal Ads on Canadian Post Cards (A. Klass) 
Stock Number: 99004 SNAPS Member Prlce:C$ +4.10 US$ 32.45 

Stoclc II Tide BNAPS Member Price C$ US$ 

99212.0 The Blckerdike Machine Papers (Newman, Geoffrey R.) /1986 ...................... 13.45 9.90 
99659.0 Canada and the Universal Postal Union 1878-1900 (Arfken, George B.) I 1992 . . . . . . . . . 17.95 13.25 
99786.2 Canada. BNA Philately (An Outline) (Richardson, Ed) I 1981 .. ............ ....... •.. 8.95 6.60 
99282.0 The Canada Precancel Handbook (Walburn. H.G.) I 1988 ....... .. .. "* Special Price "* 5.00 3.65 
99339.0 Canada Post Office Guide · 1852 (Steinhart. Allan L.) /Aug 1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.05 12.55 
99794.2 Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Cenwry 

(Day & Smythies) / 1981 .. .. ............................. "*Special Price ,. 4.50 3.35 
99338.0 The Canadian Map Stamp of 1898 - A Plating Study (Bradley, Whitney L) / 1999 ....... 35.95 26:45 
99738.1 A Canadian Military Postal History AntholosY (SNAPS) I 1991 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.95 19.85 
99737.2 Canadian Permit Postage Stamp CataJo&ue (Staecker, Oleic) I 1996 ... • Special Price ,. 7.00 5.15 
99343.2 Catalocue of Canadian Railway Cancellations and Related Transportation Post 

Combined Annexes #10-19 (Robinson, William G.) I Aug 2000 ... ... ................ 15.25 11.25 
99248.0 Constant Plate Varieties of the Canada Small Queens (Reiche,' Hans) /Sep 1981 5.35 3.95 
99248.1 Constant Plate Varieties of the Canada Small Queens (Relc.he, Ha'\,sf/ Originall961 ed. 4.45 3.25 
99459.0 The Cumulative Index to BNA Topics 19+4-1997 (Livermore, Charles) I Aug 1998 .... .. 26.95 19.85 
99333.0 Fancy Cancels on Canadian Stamps 1855 to 1950 (Lacelle, D.M.) I 2000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.45 16.50 
99389.3 The Handbook of Air Mail Slogan Cancels of Canada (Coutts & Rosenblat) I June 1999 17.55 12.90 
99389.1 H3nd S~amp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada · Supplement #I (Friedenthal) I 1998 . . . 7.15 5.25 
99389.2 Hand Stamp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada· Supplement #2 (Friedenthal) I 1999 . . . I 0.75 7.95 
99nO.I Handbook on Transatlantic Mall (Arnell. J.C.) I 1987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.95 6.60 
99435.0 john Boyd and Cottonwood, B.C. (Scrimgeour. Gray) I Oct 1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 17.05 12.55 
99463.1 Major E.ft Toop Collection of Canadian Military Postal History -Volume One 

(McGuire, C.ft& Narbonne, ftF.) I May 1996 .................................... 26.95 19.85 
99463.2 Major E.ft Toop Collection of Canadian Military Postal History · Volume Two .....•.... 

(McGuire, C.ft & Narbonne, R.F.) I May 1996 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . . 22.45 16.50 
99267.0 Northwest Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986. (O'Reilly, Kevin) I 1987 . . . . . . . . . 17.05 12.55 
99717.0 Post Office Oepanment & Parliamentary Record In Canada (Ontario & Quebec) 

from 1780 to 1925 (Hillman, Thomas) I 1993 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 11.65 8.50 
99279.0 The Postal History of the Dimict of Asslnlbola 1882-1905 (Kell, Ronald) I 1987 . . . . . . . . I 1.65 8.50 
99506.0 Railway Postmarks of the Maritimes,A Study of the Cancellation Devices 1866-1971 .... 

(Gray, Ross 0 .) 12000.. .......... ... .................... . . ... ............... 14.35 10.50 
99462. 1 Slogan Postal Markings of Canada in the 193 1--40 Period (Rosenblat,Oaniel G.) 11991 . . 8.95 6.60 
99462.2 Slogan Postal Markings of Canada In the 194 1-53 Period (Rosenblat, Daniel G.) I 1992 . . 8.95 6.60 
99975.0 The Squared Circle Cancellations of Canada (Fifth Edition) (Gordon, John) I Aug 200 I . . 32.85 2-4.1 5 
m89.0 The Squared Circle Postmarks of Canada (Mofbc,W.G. & Hansen, Glenn) 1 1981 . . . . . . . 13.45 9.90 

Transatlantic Swdy Group Handbooks (Ameli) 
99nO.I Handbook #I - Handbook on Transatlantic Maill1987. ........................... 8.95 6.60 
99n0.2 Handbook #2 - Transadantic Stampless Mall to and from British Nonh America I 1989 . . 17.95 13.25 
99720.3 Handbook #3 -The Transitional Decade from Sail to Steam on the North Atlantic I 1991 I 3.45 9.90 
99720.4 Handbook #4 - Transatlantic Mail to and from British North America 1 1996 .......... 26.95 19.85 

All BNAI'S onlera are placed d>rouah Au uno Philatelic Services at toll free (866-831-4463) or throuat> our website 
(auxanostamps.ca). Within Canada, please add 10" (min. C$5): USA orders please add IS" (min US$5.50): 
Overseas ordera will be sent by Surfac.e Post, please add 10" (min US$8).Camodian customen, pleaae add 7" GST. 
Please make cheques payable to Auxano Philatelic Services. Your BNAPS member number Is required at the time 
of order to obtain these prices. 
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Visit us on the web at: 

www .saskatoonstamp.com 
Our web site now offers an on-line shopping cart so you can view 

and order from our large stock of Canadian and BNA stamps. 

FREE ON REQUEST: 
Our currem private treaty catalogue of Canadian and BNA Stamps. 

Call, Fax, E-mml or Write 

WANTED CANADIAN ERRORS 
CANADIAN ERRORS - BOUGHT * SOLD * TRADED 

·:· IMPERFORATES ·:· MISSING COLOURS.;. INVERTS ·:• MISPERFS .; • 

• ;. COLOUR SHIFfS .;. PRINTED ON GUM ·:· BE1TER VARIETIES.;. 

/utt 1/ltiiJOIItill\ Ht 'o:.,:tll .~ t t! a' 11 It odtll~ /It aft 1 111 ( Olllltlunt l11o1' t111d \ tlllf 111' 

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE 
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.simpryr-he •. We're proud to be 
Best Stamp • • 

. c~nect~rs the offictaltnsurer 
Insurance ~ BNAPS b 

For AU tor mem ers. 
BNAPS 

Pt1embers 
·' ·' 

• No complicated 
forma to flU out. 

'·! 

• Always ·hlci.hty 
C~Pt.WV~ 
rates,. a• low .. 

•• $.12 per year. 
' ·:~ ·:. ' 

• Perso~a1i:l.d 
' SeN~ 

• No Itemized 
Inventory of 

your colleCtion 
· Ia n.qulred.' 

Experience 

Insure your 
stamp and/or 
cover collection 
with the most 
experienced 
collectibles 
insurance agency 
in the world. 
Collectibles 

. Insurance Agency 
has been the #1 
Insurance choice 
for America's 
philatelists for 34 
years. Note: 
Normal 
homeowners' 
insurance cannot 
give you the 

comprehensive 
insurance you 
need to fully cover 
your wonderful 
collectibles (we 
can insure all your 
collections, from 
stamps to many 
other hobbies). 
Protect your 
collectiort with the 
only Ameri(\aQ
owned stamp 
insurance agency, 
and do it at highly 
attractive rates, 
too! 

~~b. Life 

\lfr/ Member 

Rcputat1on 

Scores of BNAPS 
members already 
Insure their 
collections with 
us. Our reputation 
for prompt and 
personal service is 
a key reason why 
your SNAPS board 
selected us as your 
official insurer. 

· • Prom~ fair end 
expert claims 

. hilndllng,: 
www.collectinsure.com 
Call, write, e-mail or fax us today for 

• 12,500 collectors our rates and FREE brochure. 

Official Insur
ance provider 
forBNAPS, 
AAPE, AFDCS, 
ARA, and ATA . 

and· over 
1 ,~0dal4ti'S 

lnsute with :iJa. 

• 24-Hour-A..Oay 
S.rv'l~ with our 

Toil F·nte 
"888'' Number 

(1-888-837 ..0537) 
and Internet : 
· WebSI~ . . 

Collectibles 
Since 196&lnsuranre.Agency 
P.O. Box 1200-BN • Westminster MD 21158 
Phone: 1-888-837·9537 • Fax: (410) 876-9233 
E-Mail: collectlnaure@plpellne.com 
Website: www.collectlnaure.com 

---·-··---····-~·-····-·-···-------------------....J 
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Study groups & officers 

Admirals Andy Ellwood, Unit B, Starr 
Centre, to Doris Avenue Gloucester ON 
KtT 3w8 (andy_ellwood@email.msn.com) 
Air mail Basil S Burrell, 857 Pembridge 
Dr, Lake Forest IL 60045- 4202 
(bsburrell@hotmail.com) 
BC postal history Bill Topping, 7430 Angus 
Drive, Vancouver, BC v6P 5K2 
BNA Perfins Steven Koning. RR#t, 1401 
Hwy 62, Bloomfield ON KOK lCO 
(koning@sympatico.ca) 
Canadian post cards Colin Campbell, 
#303-uGo Raymer Avenue, 
KeJowna BC VlW 3s8 
Centennial definitives Leonard Kruczyn, 
ski, 19 Petersfield Place, Winnipeg MB 
R3T 3v5 Okruczy@ms.umanitoba.ca) 
Elizabethan Robin Harris, 770 Inkster 
Blvd, Winnipeg MB R.2W OL5 
(corgi@adminware.ca) 

Fancy cancels & miscellaneous markings Dave 
Lacelle, PO Box 233, Merville BC VOR 2MO 
(Iacelle@ mars.ark.com) 
Flag cancels John G Robertson, 
to Pergola Rd, Rexdale ON M9W 5K5 
( cj robertson @rogers.com) 
George VI Gary Steele, 6 Braemont Court, 
Lower Sackville NS B4E 3A1 
(gary.steele@ns.sympatico.ca) 
Large 6- small queens Roy Sass (Ed), 
Box 31054, Walnut Creek CA 94598 
(roywcca@ccnet.com); 
Ron Ribler, Box 22911, Fort Lauderdale FL 
33335 (laudron@yahoo.com) 
Map Stamp Fred Fawn, 20 Palomino Cr, 
Toronto ON M2K twt 
(Thefawnfamily@yahoo.com) 
Military Mail C Douglas Sayles, 25 Howard 

Blvd, Waterdown ON LOR 2H4 
(saylesd@aecl.ca) 
Newfoundland Norris (Bob) Dyer, 1708 
Granada Ct, Petaluma CA 94954- 4531 
(nrdyer@comcast.net) 
Postal stationery Dieter Staecker, 384 Regal 
Drive, London ON N5Y 117 
( dstaecker@> home.com) 
Preconcels Andy Ellwood, see Admirals 
RPOs Chris Anstead, RR #1, McDonald's 
Corners ON KOC lMO 
(acropolis@lsuperaje.com) 
R.e,entries Hal Kellett, 231 Briarvale Bay, 
Saskatoon SK S7V 188 
(hkstampsandcovers@home.com) 
Registration David Handelman, Mathemat, 
ics Department, University of Ottawa, 
Ottawa ON KtN 6N5 (dehsg@uottawa.ca) 
Revenues Fritz Angst, 332 Minnesota St, 
Suite w22oo, Saint Paul MN 55101 
(fangst@briggs.com) 
Slogans Steven Friedenthal, 3 Lindberg 
Cres, St Albert AB TBN 2S8 
(steve.friedenthal@gov.edmonton.ab.ca) 
Squared circles Jack Gordon, 2364 Gallant 
Fox Ct, Reston VA 20191- 2611 
(jkgordo@hotmail.com) 
World War 11 William Pekonen, #201-
7300 Moffatt Road, Richmond ac v6Y tx8 

New study groups proposed: Canada pence 
& first cents issue. Contact Doug Lingard 
(address below). 
Study Group Reporter Robert Lemire, PO 
Box 1870, Deep River ON KOJ tPO 
Vice,President, Study Groups Doug Lingard, 
2425 Blackstone Cr, Ottawa ON KlB 4H3 
Oingardd@istar.ca) 
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Executives, Directors & Officers 
British North America Philatelic Society Ltd 
Home Page: http:/ /www.bnaps.org 
Kids site: http://www.bnaps.org/ stamp4kids 

Elected officers: Executive 
President Robert A Lee, #203- 1139 Sutherland Ave, Kelowna Be VlY 5Y2 
(bob@stamp~bids.com) 
First Vice~ President P Charles Livermore, 100~08 Ascan Avenue, Forest Hills NY 11375 
(charleslivermore@hotmail.com) 
Vice~President Regional Groups Robert K Lane, 12 Gilchrist Place, StAlbertAB T8N 2M3 (web~ 
master@bnaps.org) 
Vice~ President Study Groups Douglas Lingard, 2425 Blackstone Cr, Ottawa ON K1B 4H3 
(lingardd @istar.ca) 
Secretary Peter Jacobi, # 6- 2168-150A St, Surrey BC V4A 9w4 (pjacobi@shaw.ca) 
Treasurer James (Jim) Hansen, 117 Village Road, Newbury NH 03255 (j_hansen@conknet.com) 

Elected Officers: Board of Directors 
(Ten sitting members; five elected in the even numbered .years for four~year terms.) Serving 
2000-2004: \ • 
John T. Burnett, 4515 Arrowhead Dr SE, Decatur AL 35603- 3141 (jb45855@aol.com) 
Art Klass (Chairman),143 Woodshire Drive, Parkersburgwv 26101-9215 (artkl@charter.com) 
Harry W Machum, PO Box 123, Little Current ON POP l KO (machum@vianet.on.ca) 
WilliamS Pawluk, PO Box 6032, Station A, Calgary AB T2H 2L3 (bill.pawluk@home.com) 
J Don Wilson, 11 Elm Place, StJohn's NF AlB 254 
Serving 2002- 2006: 
George Dresser, 501 Fairview Avenue, College Station TX 77840 (g--dresser@tamu.edu) 
Graham McCleave, 186 Willington St, Fredericton NB E3B 3A5 (mccleave@nbnet.nb.ca) 
JohnS Gordon, 2364 Gallant Fox Court, Reston VA 20191 (jkgordo@hotmail.com) 
JohnS Keenleyside, 622- 470 Granville St, Vancouver Be v6c 1v5 (pkjackal@aol.com) 

Committees and Appointed Officers 
Awards Coordinator William Geijsbeek, 6616 140th Place NE, Redmond, WA 98052- 4649 
(e~mail: geijsbeek@attglobal.net) 
BNAPortraitSEditor Vic Willson, PO Box 10026, College Station TX 77842- 0026 
(lloyd will@ aol.com) 
BNAPS Book Department Auxano Philatelic Services, 207, 525- 11 Avenue sw; 
Calgary AB T2R ocg (order@auxanostamps.ca) · 
BNAI'opics Editor David Handelman, Math Dept, University of Ottawa, Ottawa ON K1N 6N5 
(rochellez@sympatico.ca [home), dehsg@uottawa.ca [office)) 
BNAI'opics Editorial Assistant Audrey Covert, 187 w 200 sAve, Raymond, AB TOK 250 
Board of Examiners Chairman Ed Harris, 620-75th Ave NW, Calgary AB T2K OP9 (harrise@shaw.ca) 
CirculationManager(BNAPortraitS/BNAfopics) Wayne Smith, PO Box 104, Don Mills ON M3C 2R6 
(waynesmithtor@yahoo.ca) 
Convention Committee Chairman Earle Covert, 187 w 200 s Ave, Raymond AB TOK 2so 
(ecovert@telusplanet.net) 
Dealer Liaison 5- Advertising Mgr Hank Narbonne, Box 102, McDonalds Corners ON KOG 1MO 
Elections Committee Chairman Don Ure, 6706 Emerald Lake Drive, Troy MI 48ogB 
(gracepure@juno.com) 
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8o British North America Philatelic Society Ltd 

Ethics Committee Chairman William C Walton, 125 Turtleback Rd., Califon NJ 07830 
uwalton 971@aol.com) 
Exchange Circuit Manager Andy Ellwood, PO Box 83004, Vista Centre Ottawa ON KlV 1A3 
(Andy_Ellwood @msn.com) 
Finance Committee Art Klass, address above (chairman, Board of Directors) 
Historian P Charles Livermore, address above (First vice~president) 

judging Committee William C Walton, address above (ethics committee) 
Nominations Committee Chainnan William C Walton, address above (ethics committee) 
Plans 6- Procedures Committee Chairman Fritz Angst, w 2200 First National Bank Bldg, St Paul 
MN 55101 (fangst@briggs.com) 
Policy§.> Procedures Manual Editor John Burnett, address above (director) 
Publicity Officer Dean Mario, PO Box 342 MPO, Saskatoon SK S7K 3L3 
Publications Committee Chairman Mike Street, 73 Hatton Drive, Ancaster ON L9G 2H5 
(mikestreet@hwcn.net) 
Speakers/Ambassadors Coordinator Norris R (Bob) Dyer, 1708 Granada Ct, Petaluma CA 94954-
4531 (nrdyer@attbi.com) 
Study Croup Reporter Robert Lemire, PO Box 1870, Deep River ON KOJ 1PO 
(rlemireo o o@ sympatico.ca) 
Webmaster Robert K Lane, address above (v' P Regional Groups) 

Membership fees 
Annual membership fees are $ c 25 or equivalent in us dollars. Membership applications 
submitted during the second or third quarter of the year should be accompanied by 75% or 
so%, respectively, of the annual fee. Applications submitted during the fourth quarter of the 
year should be accompanied by 25% of the annual fee plus the full fee for the coming year. 
Family memberships are available for 50% more than the individual membership fee. Three, 
year memberships can be obtained at a 10% reduction. Send application form and cheque or 
money order to the Secretary, Peter Jacobi, address above. 

Subscriptions: For members of the Society, $12.50- included in membership 
fees; members automatically receive the journal. Non~ members: 
$2o.oo. For information contact the Secretary, address above. 

Changes of address: These should be sent to the Secretary. 
Missed, damaged, ... , copies: Contact the Circulation Manager, Wayne Smith (address above). 
Manuscripts can be submitted to the Editor in these formats: {t) electronic, preferably with 
paper copy, or (2) typewritten (double, spaced) or neatly handwritten. Acceptable electronic 
formats include Macintosh, or IBM (compatible), formatted diskettes, or Zip disks. Illustra~ 
tions must not be sent in Word or Wordlmperfect files! Text files should be ascii (i.e., text with no 
formatting); .rtf (rich text format) is also acceptable. Letters or articles may be submitted by 
e, mail 0pg or jpeg is the preferred format for illustrations sent as attachments or on diskette). 
Illustrations must be sent as separate files from text files. If in doubt, consult the Editor. 

For electronic text, please leave a blank line between paragraphs. Names should be written 
with initials (or full given names).first, and without periods (as in, IPFreely, not Freely, I.P.). 
Preferred format for dates is day month year, as in 13 September 1752. Avoid use of all, caps, 
footnotes, or underscoring unless absolutely, positively NECESSARY. 

Literature for review: Send to Literature Reviews, c/o David Handelman, Editor 
~ Please note that unless prior agreement is obtained from the 

Editor, literature for review must be sent to the Editor, who 
will select an arms~ length reviewer. 

Publications Board: Chairman: Mike Street; David Handelman (ex,officio), Robert 
Lemire, Vic Willson (ex,officio). 

Opinions expressed are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Society, the editor or publisher. 
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Public Stamp Auction 

Next auction: Fall2004 
Jim Hennok • 

Licensed Auctioneer 
will sell at public auction without reserve 

Canada, Newfoundland & Provinces 
British Commonwealth & Foreign 

Featuring 
Stamps, covers, proofs 
Collections, large lots 

Extensive collection of precancels 
Full sheet of the 2 ¢ map stamp, plate 3 

To be held in our auction galleries 
Free introductory catalogue 

185 Queen St East 

JIM A HENNOK LTD Toron tOON M5AlS2CanJda 
Tel: (416) 363- 7757 

• • e~mail: hennok@sympatico.ca 

New! Visit our website: www.hennok.ca 



Our vendors speak 

r. 

R. Maresch & Son 
Toronto Ontario 

Attention: Bill Maresch and Rick Schreyer 

Dear Bill and Rick, 

2 April1998 

Many thanks to you and your staff at RMaresch & Son for 
all your hard work in selling my West Indies collections 
so effectively. 
I really appreciated your letting me review lhe descrip~ 
tions and lotting for my part of the auction, although, in 
the event, I had little to add to the excellent work you 
had done. Fellow collectors told me that Toronto was the 
wrong place to sell West Indies-your results proved them 
wrong. You certainly performed far better than major au~ 
cion houses in Europe to which I have consigned material 
in the past. My worries about having my auction material 
among the last lots in a five~session 2 8 0 0 ~lot auction 
were also proven to be groundless. 
I should also like to pass on to you the comments of sev~ 
era I fellow~collectors from overseas, to the effect that they 
were very pleased to bid with complete confidence on lots 
where your wonderfully accurate colour illustrations gave 
themn a true feeling for the colour shades that can be so 
important in our hobby. 
You did me proud-many thanks. 
Yours sincerely, 

John Tyacke 

Dealers in fine stamps since 1924 

rnaresch & son 
5TH FLOOR 6075 YONGE ST TORONTO. ON M5H 288 CANADA 

w (416) 363~7777 peter@maresch.com Fax (416) 363~6511 

Visit us at our website http:#www.maresch.com 




