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Editorial: Chequebook philately 

W
HEN high~end philatelic items are purchased for a lot of money, 
one would expect that the buyer would do some work on them, 
establish and verify their significance, and exhibit them or write 

them up in the philatelic press (Topics is a good choice for the latter). It 
happens too often that material is lost to philately, until the owner dies. 
The items are thrown in the vault and left there-rather similar to the art 
accumulator who buys expensive paintings and shows them to no one. 

If I spend $1 o o+ on a cover, I will investigate it before I buy, and then 
when I prepare its write~up. By investigate, I mean looking up reference ma.­
terial, consulting philatelic colleagues, examining it closely, and so on. I 
expect to understand as much as possible about it. Yet there are accumula-­
tors who spend thousands on an individual item without bothering to learn 
about it- they rely on "Dealer 'X' says it's important." 

A recent example is the Sudan booklet as discussed by Dean Mario. Some.­
one paid $9000+ (including taxes &tip) for what is very likely a bogus 
item- doubts about its legitimacy had been raised previously in the litera.­
ture. A much pricier item is the so.-called postmaster's provisional (1851). 

Sometimes expensive gewgaws do get exhibited. If the owner has done his 
homework and understands the material, the exhibit can be spectacular. On 
the other hand, a recent Grand Award exhibit consisting of very expensive-­
appearing items displayed very limited knowledge in its write--up. 

For example, a 3d New Brunswick cover was shown with two clear and 
different numeral grid cancels on the stamp, evidently indicating that the 
cover travelled in the mail system from Fredericton to Saint John. The de ... 
scription did not mention the rare phenomenon (if genuine) of two different 
numerals on the same stamp; what is worse, the cover showed a Saint John 
ship letter straightline, which is inconsistent with the Frederiction numeral, 
not to mention the stamp. I suggest that this cover had been a genuine 
stampless cover to which the stamp (and grid cancels) had been added. 

There were other improbable items in the exhibit, and the notes were 
meagre, very often missing the significance. In other words, the knowl~ 
edge element was not demonstrated. However, the judges were impressed 
by the expensive material, and awarded it the Grand Award, which it has 
won several times before at other shows. (I began to demonstrate some of 
the problems in the exhibit to a couple of the judges before the awards were 
announced, but when I got to the third item, they had to leave and said that 
in any case, the awards had already been decided!) 
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Canada's post office architecture: 
Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 
CRMcGuire 

T
HIS is an updated and revised version of an article published in the 
catalogue for STAMPEX Canada in May1985. STAMPEX was an an~ 
nual exhibition taking place in Toronto, during the period 1972-

1987. Each was unusually very well done, and I considered them the best 
stamp show of the year. I had the honour to write the feature article for 
the organizer's souvenir catalogues starting with the 19 79 issue, through 
to the last one. 

This study was intended to be the first of a series on the major archi-­
tectural styles of Canada's post office buildings. Unfortunately, subsequent 
articles were not prepared. However, in future issues of Topics, I will have 
short articles on this subject, mini~versions of what I had planned originally. 

Often I am asked, uis there an aspect of philately that has not been covered 
by collectors or researchers? I would like a new interest, with scope for 
study and expansion." Of course there is- it just requires some imagination. 

An area of what I consider to be postal history that has fascinated me for 
years are the buildings where all postal history literally begins-the post of .... 
£ices themselves. One cannot collect buildings (but see the article by Owen 
White [w, 45] if you wish to purchase one or two that have recently come 
on the market- they are used, but presumably well--centred in the town). 
However, udiscarded" post offices (as well as other public buildings, such as 
banks and railway stations) have been restored or altered to continue to be 
used for new purposes by entrepreneurs and communities that have recog-­
nized the beauty of the architecture of these important historical structures. 
There is a simple alternative to collecting the buildings-collect photographs 
or picture post cards of post offices. If you want an additional challenge, collect 
only cards actually used and postmarked from the appropriate town. 

After completing a university course in the history of Canadian architec-­
ture, I began to notice and understand the fine points of the various styles. 
I now enjoy looking at old buildings, studying them, trying to date their pe-­
riod of construction and identify their architectural elements. My interest 
prompted me to prepare this article on one of the several main styles used 
by the Department of Public Works for Canada's public buildings. In future 
articles, I intend to cover the other architectural styles used for post offices 

Keywords & phrases: post office building, architecture 
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including the unusual, eclectic ones found in the small communities which 
had their post offices in multipurpose buildings and private homes. 

Figure 1. Architectural drawing for the Toronto Post Office (c 1870) 

The following is from [cw, 50]. The drawing referred to in the quote is 
shown in Figure 1. 

The Toronto Post Office marked the beginning of a ten~year reign of the Se~ 
ond Empire style in federal architecture. Its building history reveals that this 
change was not caused by the arrival ofTSScott in 1871 as chief architect, but 
by conscious government policy to create a new and more progressive public 
image through its buildings. Although Scott was responsible for orchestrat~ 
ing this massive programme of Second Empire building, the stylistic transition 
actually began prior to his appointment 

In March 1870, John Dewe, Post Office Inspector for the Toronto Division, 
submitted a set of plans to chief architect, F P Rubidge, for the new Toronto 
Post Office which he described as "chaste, elegant and in perfect taste and 
highly creditable to Mr. Mullett, the architect by whom they have been drawn." 
Although these plans have disappeared, one can be fairly certain that they fea~ 
tured the Second Empire style, for their designer, Alfred B Mullett, chief archi~ 
teet for the Treasury Department in Washington, was well known as the lead~ 
ing American exponent of this new fashion. Mullett was never called upon to 
produce any further plans; instead, the commission was given to Henry Lang-
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 7 

ley ofToronto who had already demonstrated his proficiency in this idiom with 
his design for the Lieutenant--Governor's residence in Toronto. The drawing 
probably represents one of Langley's preliminary proposals which could date 
as early as 1870. In the fina l version, a pediment and coat of arms were added 
over the main entranoe and the east wing was eliminated. 1t would appear 
from this early design that even in those pre,Scott days, the taste for Second 
Empire was fully developed. 

Ottawa's main post office 
Now known officially as the Old Post Office, it is listed with the National His..­
toric Sites in their Canadian Inventory ofHistoric Buildings (CIHB) under 
geocode o 61 o 70 o 3 o. The following is from [ c w, 52]. 

The favoured site for the new Post Office was located in what is today Con, 
federation Square, directly across from the East Block of the Parliament Build, 
ings. The objection was raised that a building in this location would injure 
the view of the Parliament Buildings; however, Chief Architect TS Scott felt 
"that the fa~de of the Post Office could be so made as to accord with, and be 
erected in the same style as 'public buildings.'" [Supervising architect, Walter] 
Chesterton's design obviously did not borrow any of the gothic detailing of 
the Parliament Buildings. The use of pavilions, towers, mansard roof and iron 
cresting is common to both designs, creating a unified skyline of a lively and 
picturesque nature. The unusual tower, Jike feature over the central pavilion 
of the Post Office is unique to the Department of Public Works Second Em, 
pire designs and was probably intended to give a stronger vertical emphasis to 
further harmonize with the nearby Parliament Buildings. 

The building was designed and constructed under the control of the De..­
partment of Public Works {DPW). The Chief Architect was Thomas Seaton 
Scott (1826- 1895) [P, 19] who immigrated to Canada from England in 
the 1850s. He soon established a small private practice in Montreal which 
he conducted until being appointed the first Chief Architect of the DPW 
in 1872. It was primarily an administrative position and he held it un..­
til1881. Scott is best known for his work in the Gothic Style. This in..­
cludes several small Anglican churches and the extension to the West Block 
of the Parliament Buildings (1874- 1877). While he was with DPW, Scott 
directed the government's large post.-Confederation building programme, 
which produced some of Canada's finest examples of public buildings in the 
Second Empire style. The Ottawa Post Office was one of them. After his ini.­
tial involvement with the design of this building, Scott subsequently seems 
to have been just a project administrator; in the DPW General Report [DPW, 

181) Walter Chesterton is listed as "Superintending Architect". I was un..­
able to locate any biographical data on Chesterton except that he was a "local 
architect" [NCC, 453]. 

The earliest non,official reference to the building that I located was the 
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Figure 2. Artist's conception of the Ottawa Post Office (1873) 
Wood block from the Canadian Illustrated News. 

19 July 1873 issue of the Canadian Illustrated News. This popular contempo~ 
rary magazine gave an excellent description of the proposed building, ac~ 
companied by a fine wood block engraving of an artist's conception (Ap~ 
pendix:I and Figure2) [CIN, 11 &37]. It is interesting that the building 
fa~ade was slightly different when completed, as we see in another wood 
block print which appeared in a later issue of the magazine (Figure 3 ). Note 
that the latter view has a central tower and smaller ones over each end pavil~ 
ion while these towers are absent in the first one. 

I was told by an associate that the Ottawa Post Office was based on the 
plans for its Toronto counterpart (built 1871-1874), but I was unable to 
find any official document that confirms this. However, the fac;ades of the 
two buildings are definitely similar (compare Figures 4 & 5 with Figure 6). 
The interiors could be almost identical, because they appear to be approx-­
imately the same dimensions-except that the Toronto Post Office has a 
fourth story. It was built under supervising architect Henry Langley's watch~ 
ful eye [cw, so]. 

References in the various DPW reports are sparse; they nevertheless con~ 
tain useful pieces of information on various projects. The first concerning 
the Ottawa Post Office was in the 1872 report (P33)· 

OTTAWA CUSTOM HOUSE, POST OFFICE AND INLAND REVENUE OFFICE 

A site has been chosen for the erection of a building to serve the purpose of 
a Custom House, Post Office and Inland Revenue Office. The site chosen is 
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 9 

Qt.~. Jlt<iuire P.O. Box IS881. Stati011 "F", Ottawa. Ont .. Canlld4, XJC JS8 

Figure 3. Earliest known view of "new" Ottawa Post Office (1879) 
[ClN, 4 October1879, p 316] Reproduced on stationery by theauthorin 198 5. 
The legend on the original read, "Ottawa- the Post Office and Centre Block, 
with East and West Blocks, Sappers and Dufferin Bridges- from a photograph 
by W J Topley". Sappers Bridge was so~ named for Col By's engineers who built 
the Rideau Canal, and Dufferin Bridge for the Governor~General. Topley was a 
well known Ottawa photographer. 

between the west end the Sappers Bridge and the new bridge in course of con~ 
struction over the Rideau Canal, at the end of Wellington Street. 

Sappers Bridge was built of stone in 1827 and joined Rideau and Sparks 
Streets. Dufferin Bridge, the "new bridge" was built in 1872 of iron and 
connected Rideau and Wellington Streets. Both were replaced in 1912 with 
the present triangular structure. This location was ideal for the Post Office 
as a convenient point, easily accessible to the residents of Ottawa's upper 
and lower towns as well as to the canal and railway stations. 

In the 1873 Report, the design is described as "Palladian". This is not 
unusual; Cameron & Wright [ cw, 7] observed in 1980 that the term Sec-­
ond Empire (referring to this style) is probably of pos~World War II origin. 
Contemporary writers used the terms Renaissance, Palladian, Italian, Italian 
Renaissance, Classic, Modern Classic, or Free Classic to describe this style. 
Just as architectural types are eclectic, so are their names, largely because 
most styles are not pure, but are compositions of elements of several. 
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Figure 4· Toronto's eighth post office (c 1905) 

The 1874 report notes that the sole original contractors, "Messrs Hatch 
Brothers, failed to carry out their contract", and in the usual colourfullan, 
guage of the period, "it was necessary to take the work off their hands and 
relet it." DPW was taking no chances on further delays because the "ne, 
cessities of further accommodation in the present Post Office and Customs 
House are increasing" and they engaged several specialized firms the sec, 
ond time the contract was let: John Webster, Ottawa- masonry and brick-­
work; Messrs Cameron and Moodie, Kingston- carpentry; Godfroi Chap, 
leau, Montreal-iron work; R Mitchell, Montreal-heating; Blythe and Kerr, 
Ottawa- plumbing. 

The main construction was completed in spring 1876, with some minor 
work done by DPW in 1877. The 1 May 1876 issue of the Ottawa Citizen 
carried an excellent report describing the official opening (Appendix 2 ), and 
how elaborate and beautiful the building must have been. 

Over the years, general repairs and improvements were made to the build-­
ing. For example, electric lighting and updated heating was installed. Then 
tragedy [DPW 4, 16- 17] ... 

CITY POST OFFICE 

On January 4, 1904,the greater part of the first floor inside, the attic storey, 
and the unfinished left over, were destroyed by fire, and the ground floor dam~ 
aged by water, and immediate steps were taken by the provision of a temporary 
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 11 

Figure 5. Post office, Adelaide Street, Toronto 
A letter carrier running with a letter in has hand has been drawn in on the left 
of the main door. Postcard manufacturers often improved or updated their cards 
in this way. The notation (dated 10 October 1906) reads, This is the General post 
office that got burnt just after Easter. It is not used at all now. 

roof covering and other works to render it fit for re~occupation by the postal 
authorities; all of which was accomplished by January 28, 1904. The Customs 
and Inland Revenue Department which had quarters in the building were re~ 
moved to the Wood's Building (Queen Street), and the Seybold Building (Sparks 
and O'Connor Stre~s). It is intended to take down the attic storey walls, erect 
on the first floor walls another storey similar thereto, and replace the attic 
storey thereon. 
Plans, specifications, etc prepared, and work carried on under the superinten~ 
dence of the department 

For more on post office fires, I recommend the excellent study [ s]. From 
the quote and the 190 5 report, we learn that the building was rebuilt with a 
fourth storey, and from the two contemporary picture postcard views (Fig-

BNATopics, Volume 59, Number 4, October- December 2002 
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Figure 6. View of pre--19 o 4 Ottawa post office 
On left is Sappers Bridge, at right, Dufferin Bridge. Post card is dated 1906. 

Post Office. Ottawa 

Figure 7· Post..-1904 Ottawa post office 
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 13 

Figure 8. Souvenir artifacts showing the Ottawa post office (c 1902-10) 
Clockwise: sepia photograph behind glass with decorative brass corners (a com, 
panion piece with a photograph of the Parliamentary Library is known); coloured 
post card mounted on wood, with decorative border made by wood burning; oval 
plaque with sepia photograph; glass paper weight with miniature view; bronze 
art nouveau ashtray with relief view; brass frame with post card. 

ures G & 7) we see that the "new'' version is missing the former's projecting 
central tower. The clock was eventually removed in the 1920s. 

In 19 2 2, the first indication came that the beloved landmark, of which Ot-­
tawans were very proud and often used as their uptown meeting place, was 
destined for a death far less illustrious than the fire it had survived (Fig-­
ure 8 is a photograph of six of the many contemporary souvenir artifacts 
depicting the popular Post Office.) The Federal Government announced 
that a memorial would be erected "to express the sentiments of the peo-­
ple of Canada ... in the Great War . . . "[DPW37, 9]. However, in typical 
government fashion, it was not until1935 that the project finally went for-­
ward. The "honor" of destroying one of the finest examples of Victorian--era 
Post Office--Customs House architecture went to C Betcherman Iron Metal 
Co Ltd. and their "work" was completed in 1938. 
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Figure 9. Confederation Square and the Ottawa post office 
The post office appears left centre. It was opened officially by George vI and 
Queen Elizabeth in 1939· The National War Memorial (centre) is situated on 
the former site of the old Ottawa post office. Confederation Square was origi~ 
nally known as Connaught Place until19 2 7. See also Figure 5o. 

The National War Memorial was constructed immediately afterwards and 
unveiled on 19 May 1939 by King George vi and Queen Elizabeth during 
their famous Royal Visit to North America. This was just as the shor~lived 
period of peace that followed the "war to end wars" was coming to a close. 
Similarly, an era in Ottawa's postal history had come to an end. Figure 9 
shows what is known officially as Confederation Square, but locally as Con.­
fusion Square, owing to traffic congestion at peak periods. 

Behind and to the left of the War Memorial is Postal Station B, a Beaux 
Arts style building with a Chateau roof to blend with the surrounding gov,.., 
ernment buildings. Although not completed until December, the building 
was officially opened by their Majesties. It became the new Central Post 
Office- but not the main one-although it served to accommodate many of 
the patrons who had used the old one when it was across the street. The 
Postal Terminal (Station A) constructed in 1935 on Besserer Street with di,.., 
rect access from behind the building to railway tracks and the Railway Mail 
Service became Ottawa's main post office. 

Government public architectural style '71-'81 
The Second Empire style of architecture came to Canada via the United 
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States. It developed originally in France during that country's Second Em, 
pire. This style was utilized by both private and public sector architects for 
institutional, public and private structures. By the end of the nineteenth 
century, pure Second Empire architecture no longer influenced Canadian 
architects or builders [ c w, G]. Some of the main elements of the style are: 

• mansard roof which is more wall than roof but protected with typical 
roof coverings, e.g., shingle, tile, slate or metal 

• dormer windows projecting from the roof 
• line of decorative cast iron cresting running along the top of the roof 
• round..-headed windows and entrances 
• symmetrical proportions 
• central towers 
• pilasters 
• pavilions at corners with mansarded towers 

There were many Second Empire buildings constructed by DPW during the 
style's heyday decade. In addition to the one in Ottawa, there were a number 
of other post offices. 

Table. Other Second Empire style post offices 
city location const dates architect (*) 

Guelph (t) StGeorgeSq 1876- 78 

StJohn (Qc) (1) Richelieu St 1877-80 

Windsor (oN) (2) Pitt St 1878- 80 

Victoria Government St 1873- 74 B W Pearce, Res Eng 

Toronto Adelaide St 1871- 74 H Langley Sup Arch 
Montreal StJames St 1872- 76 HM Perrault Sup Arch 

(*) All projects of Department of Public Works. 
(1) Also used by Customs and Inland Revenue. 
(2) Also used by Customs. 
(3) Stone on two sides, brick on the other two. 
(4) Stone fac;:ade, brick sides. 

material Fig 
stone 10 

brick 11 

stone, brick (3) 12 

brick 13 
stone, brick (4) 14 
stone 15,16 

According to the c r H B records, none of the above nor any of Scott's other 
Second Empire post offices remain. Listed, however, are 11 standing struc..­
tures built during Scott's tenure with D P w, six of them railway stations. The 
Victoria Customs House is similar to a post office, although it is one of the 
less elaborate versions of the style. For this reason it is illustrated here (Fig-­
ure q). On 9 September 1881, Scott took a leave of absence (poor health) 
and resigned soon after. The Stratford Post Office (Figure 2 o) was probably 
his last D P w design. The floor plan was signed by Scott on 8 September 
1881 and is preserved in the Public Archives of Canada (now known as the 
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Figure 10. Second Empire post office in Guelph (completed 1878) 
A less elaborate or stripped version of the style. 

Figure 11. Second Empire post office in StJohn QC (completed 1880) 
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 17 

Figure 12. Second Empire post office in Windsor ON (completed 1880) 

Figure 13. Second Empire post office in Victoria (completed 1874) 
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Figure 14· Second Empire post office in Toronto (completed 1874) 
Showing its location, which creates a grand formal prospect in the streetscape. 

Figure 15. Second Empire post office in Montreal (completed 1876) 
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 19 

Figure 16. Architectural drawing of the Montreal post office 
The completed building had a different roof line, and no statue above the clock. 

Figure 17. Customs House in Victoria (Second Empire) 
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Figure 18. Calgary post office 
Mixes elements from Second Empire, Italianate and Romanesque Revival styles; 
a fine example of architectural eclecticism. Constructed of rough, faced stone. 

Figure 19. Nelson (Be) post office, Romanesque Revival 
Constructed of brick and stone. 
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Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 21 

Figure 20. Stratford post office (Romanesque Revival) 
Possibly Scott's last desig.n for the DPW. Constructed of brick. 

Figure 21. Moose Jaw post office, Romanesque Revival, brick 

BNATopics, Volume 59, Number 4, October-December 2002 



22 CRMcGuire 

Figure 22. Portage la Prairie (MB) post office, Romanesque Revival, stone 

Figure 23. Shelburne (ON) post office, Romanesque Revival, stone 
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Figure 24 &25. Hull (QC) & Bathurst (NB) post offices, Romanesque Revival 
The Hull post office was constructed of ashlar and rusticated stone, while that 
of Bathurst was constructed oflocal flat stone. 

Figure 2 6. Liverpool ( N s) post office, Romanesque Revival, brick & stone 
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Figure 28. CPR Windsor Station, Montreal; Romanesque Revival 

National Archives of Canada). Thomas Fuller succeeded Scott as Chief Ar~ 
chitect and became responsible for the construction. 

Romanesque Revival style, c 1882-1914 
While the Stratford post office has some Second Empire elements, it is the 
first post office in the basically asymmetrical picturesque Romanesque Re-­
vival style which Fuller used for the many buildings constructed during his 
tenure (1882-1897) with DPW. Illustrations 18-2G indicate that there 
are Romanesque post offices across Canada. Fortunately a number still sur~ 
vive today, though few are used as post offices. 

Like the Second Empire style post office, the Romanesque examples were 
built of brick, stone or combination of the two. The choice depended upon 
local availability of materials. Invariably the post office continued to be lo~ 
cated in a prominent, central location in the town. This was for several rea~ 
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Figure 29. Place Viger, CPR Hotel & Station, Montreal; Chateau style 

sons: to make the Dominion governments' presence obvious, for easy access 
by the public and for close proximity to the railway station normally located 
nearby, for the purpose of receiving and forwarding mail by rail. While the 
size of the building depended upon population, mail volumes and the num~ 
ber of other government departments to be accommodated, size was also 
often an indication of the political power of the local Member of Parliament. 

Scott continued to reside in Ottawa until his death in 1895 and did very 
little architectural work. His only major project was in 1889 when he de~ 
signed the Grand Trunk Railway's Bonaventure Station in Montreal. It was 
a modified Second Empire style structure which was by then an outdated 
form of architecture [wR, 216]. Nevertheless, to my knowledge, it was 
Scott's final contribution to the public architectural history of Canada, and it 
was indeed a significant bequest. It is worth noting that with Scott's build~ 
ing, Montreal had railway stations in three different architectural styles, 
representing consecutive periods in Canadian public architectural history­
Second Empire, Romanesque Revival, and Chateau eras (Figures27- 29). As 
with all railway stations, they were directly involved in the movement of 
mail, until this important service (railway post offices) ceased in April1971. 

Post offices on stamp 
In 1985, I was asked for suggestions concerning a special stamp issue to 
publicize CAPEX '87 (Canada's third international philatelic exhibit ion) to 
be held in what was once Canada's philatelic capital, Toronto. I thought that 
the only appropriate subjects were the long overlooked postage stamps of 
the former stamp~issuing provinces not already covered by earlier "stamp~ 
on.-stamps", or a series showing the different architectural styles used for 
Canadian post office buildings. 
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To my surprise and pleasure, one of my ideas was accepted, and the stamps 
were very well executed (Unitrade # 1122- 1125 &1125A). My other pref~ 
erence was again suggested for the Canada' 92 World Philatelic Youth Ex~ 
hibition, held in Montreal. As historian for the postage stamp programme, 
I put considerable effort into locating suitable examples to be reproduced 
on the stamps. However, politics entered the picture at the last moment, 
and the designs on Unitrade #1404- 1407 &1407a were used. (When 
1407a- i was issued, I knew that Canada was definitely in the same league as 
the majority of the world's stamp~ issuing entities-all with dubious ethics.) 

I did have some minor satisfaction when the as~yet overlooked stamps 
of the provinces appeared on stationery envelopes (Webb EN 128- 133). I 
still think that they would have been far more appropriately reproduced as 
postage stamps, similar to their counterparts, Unitrade # 314, 399, 753-
756 & 756a. 

The 3d beaver has appeared more than once in stamp~on~stamp format. 
(I cannot say what the most recent use was, because I have not replaced 
my 1997 Unitrade catalogue, and with today's "improved" larger format, I 
intend to ignore subsequent editions.) With Canada Post's constant quest 
for new "products" for the marketplace, I am sure that someone will come 
up with the "new" idea to have more stamp~on~stamp issues in the future. I 
hope that my original suggestion will finally be implemented, and that the 
stamps will be engraved properly. 

I am amazed constantly that revenue generated by CPC products never 
stops increases in postal rates & fees. Could it be that profits must help de~ 
fray the also ever~increasing salaries & benefits for Corporation executives? 

Following are details of the post office building stamps, taken from pages 9-
12 ofthe 1987 Annual Collection [CP]. 

Toronto The city of Toronto's first post office (the town of York became 
the city of Toronto in 1834) was also the residence of its first postmaster, 
James Howard. This Georgian brick structure built by Howard in the period 
18 3 3- 3 5 was a focal point for Toronto's population of 9 o o o . 

When politics forced changes in 18 3 7 , Howard was ousted from his posi~ 
tion, and the post office relocated. Subsequently, the building itself changed 
dramatically in appearance and function. It served as a boy's school, an air 
force recruiting centre, a warehouse, and as cold storage for eggs and cream. 
The original Georgian architecture gave way to Victorian in 1870. A cen~ 
tury later, it was slated for demolition. However, its true identity was re~ 
discovered, and it was resurrected on its sesquicentennial as a museum and 
recreation of the original post office. It still operates today as "Toronto's 
first post office" (Figure A). 
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ARST CITY Of TORONTO 
POST OFFICE 

THE I'OUIITH POST OffiCE Of YOU 
14» ·11)9 

Figure A. Toronto's first post office 
I 

An appropriate first day of use ofUnitrade #1122; it is #416 of 500 on a 
folded letter, with a red wax seal (reading "ENTRE NOUS"), as a letter of the pe~ 
riod would have been. The black cachet, is a crude representation of the building. 
There is a red reproduction of the firs t circular date stamp in use at the city of 
Toronto, a double circle. The building was restored and re~opened in 1983. 

Battleford ( s K) By contrast, the post office in Battleford has remained prac-­
tically unchanged since it was built during the western settlement boom in 
1913. Architecturally, it was typical of the Romanesque.-type post offices of 
pre..-World War I design. 

These brick and stone constructions, distinguished by a clock tower & 
mansard roof, were intended to create a recognizable federal image in ar..­
eas recently settled by immigrants, and to foster stability during periods of 
rapid growth. More than 25 Canadian post offices of this style were built. 

After almost 75years, this building is still a conspicuous landmark, it is 
architecturally intact, and fully operational as a post office. 
South Nelson (NB) Now known as Nelson..-Miramichi, this town had had 
postal service since 1853. However, its first post office building was not 
constructed until1927. Its design was typical of small town post offices 
built in this period-a one storey brick building with one side mirroring 
the other. As neighbouring post offices closed, the South Nelson office grew, 
consolidating the rural mail services in the area. 
Saint--Ours ( QC) Saint--Ours (this is the modern spelling; the original spelling 
is simply St Ours) waited even longer for a proper post office building. Dur-­
ing the period 1853-1932, all postal business was carried out in a local 
store, and the storekeeper was the postmaster. 

Construction of a new building had been approved in 1913, but disputes 
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Figure B. Quasiphilatelic use of the souvenir sheet 

over the site and then the outbreak of war prevented it from being built . 
After years of persistent demand, in 1940, a two story stone building was 
erected. This was an unusual building material, but was probably a result of 
non,..,availability of other materials during wartime. 

The souvenir sheet was issued to mark the centennial of organized phi,., 
lately in Canada. Displayed on it are the tools of steel engraving and of 
philately. Aside from the four stamps picturing the post office buildings, it 
also shows two die proofs of the Toronto post office, one of the lithographic 
or colour portion, the other of the steel engraved or line portion. 

The stamps were designed by Toronto illustrator John Mardon. He be~ 
came closely aquainted with all four buildings-from the ground and the 
air- before portraying them in watercolours and line drawings. By using 
the perspective of a pedestrian, and by including the community context and 
highlighting the post office in colour, he has lent a human and approachable 
quality to his subjects. 

As with the majority (or so it appears) of Canadian postage stamps is~ 
sued since 1981, the post office buildings issue has an "error"- Unitrade 
#1125Ai has the black inscription doubled. Unitrade 1125Ab exists only 
on the souvenir sheet. The other values exist on both the sheet and in panes. 
They may be distinguished by the colour of the text; Unitrade 1124i is a va,.., 
riety known as the "broken sidewalk", and is found in position 50. 

FigureB shows part of an 8"xto" envelope franked with the souvenir 
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Figure c. Proper and in .... period single use of72¢ post office building (1987) 

sheet. The rates for domestic "other letter mail" were 92¢ up to 1oog, 
$1.50 for up to 2oog, and $2 up to soog. The cover has $2.02 in postage, 
and is therefore overpaid by 2 ¢. It was returned unclaimed. 

The stamps on the envelope were issued in 1974 & 1987, and are slightly 
out of period. Since it was mailed by Ian Kimmer ley Stamps, we suspect that 
it might be philatelic. Nonetheless, it shows an (almost) proper use of the 
souvenir sheet, and demonstrates the contrast between well .... designed and 
poorly .... designed stamps. 

I am pleased to illustrate a superb use of the 72¢ stamp (Unitrade 1125), 
which I recently found in a most unlikely place. An antique dealer friend 
who never has "paper'', had a box of modern post cards, priced at $1 each. 
Normally, I would not look at such material, but I did, and found gems of 
modern postal history, used to foreign countries. 

Figure c shows a cover sent to Korea, postmarked with a Carleton Place 
Kliissendorf cancel on 25 September 1987. It has a black Seoul GPO cds 
dated G- x- 87, and a red chop on reverse, together with a purple RETOUR 

handstamp with the "parti ... " box checked off. It is an obviously com-­
mercial mailing-the enclosed letter requested prices for the production of 
a three .... colour lapel pin for the letterwriter's service club. The 72¢ stamp 
was used for its intended purpose- paying the foreign rate for letters up to 
2og (the first weight for domestic and us letters was 30g). 

Appendix 1. Ottawa post office building 
The following is from the Canadian Illustrated News of 19 July 1873. 

POST OFF ICE , CUSTOM HOUSE AND INLAND RI! V I! N UE OF FI CI!, O TTAWA 

The building to be used fo r the above purposes is now in course of erection, and 
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occupies perhaps the best site in the city. Standing as it does on the west bank 
of the Rideau Canal, it forms the base of the triangle of which the converging 
bridges on Sparks and Wellington Streets are the sides. A spacious terrace 
is formed in front of the main fa~de on a level with the Wellington Street 
bridge, leaving two stories below with access to and from the canal for the use 
of the Customs department. The basement of the main building will be for 
the examining warehouse and some of the offices of the Customs and Inland 
Revenue, heating apparatus, fuel chamber, house~porters & washing rooms etc. 
The whole of the ground floor will be occupied by the Post Offices, having 
one entrance on the main front, two on that facing Sparks Street, and one 
on the Wellington Street side, that on the rear to be solely for the reception 
and departure of mails. 1Wo handsome staircases afford access to the first floor, 
where there will be a spacious and lofty long room with boldly coffered ceiling, 
The lesser offices will be divided between the Customs and Inland Revenue 
departments. The staircases continue to the second floor, but it is not the 
intention to finish that storey at present. 
Strong fireproof safes will be built on each floor so that should the building 
take fire, the safes would stand uninjured even though the walls fell 
Berea stone from the state of Ohio will be used for all the external portion 
above the plinth course, which will be of limestone from the quarries in the 
County of Gloucester, Ontario. The backing will be of brick, and so built as to 
leave horizontal chases at equal distances, the object being to give bond for the 
inner wall, which will be built after the stone work is completed and which 
will form a cavity with the main walls. The floors will rest upon wrought iron 
girders going the entire length of the building supported by cast iron columns, 
those of the groundfloor to be richly ornamented. 
The main portion of the roo( being flat, will be covered with galvanized iron 
laid over rolls. The oblong portions will be made of slate, dark purple with 
bands of green. Cast iron casting will mark the junction of the deck with the 
mansard roo£ 
The Contractors are Messrs Hatch Bros, of Quebec. Mr Walter Chesterton is 
the Architect, acting under instructions from Thomas SScott Esq, Chief Ar~ 
chitect of Public Works. 

Appendix 2. Description of Ottawa post office 
The following is from from the Ottawa Citi~en of 1 May 1876. As in Ap~ 
pendix 1, the language and terminology is contemporary. For example, "apart~ 
ment" means office, and "flat" is a storey. 

THE INTERIOR The internal fittings as can be judged from the following de~ 
scription are decidedly rich, and much more attractive than those of any other 
public building in the province. The vaults are entered from the bank of the 
canal and are three in number. They are to be used by the Customs officer, and 
are burglar~proof. They are 451 X23 1

, well~ventilated and admirably lighted. 
They are built with an internal sheet of boiler plate, enclosed with fireproof 
brick and cement. The only fault to be found with this portion of the building 
is the want of heating apparatus for the winter session. A mistake was proba, 
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Figure 3 o. Entrance to Ottawa post office from the Canal 
An 1895 engraving used by Roger's Oil Co for advertising purposes in the 
1980s. The Royal Mail streetcar is shown to the left and rear of the post office. 

Figure 31. Mail car, Ottawa Electric Railway (c 1894) 
Royal Mail Streetcar; # 1 of five postcards in a series of Mail Transport post 
cards of the National Postal Museum 1972- 85. 
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Figure 3 2. Rear of Ottawa post office 
Where the Royal Mail streetcars operated to and from Ottawa's three railway 
stations. The main station {GTR) is at the far right 

Figure 33. Artist's rendition of the main railway station, Ottawa 

Figure 3 4. Rear of CPR Station, Ottawa 
Located on Broad Street, and also served by Royal Mail streetcars. 
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Figure 3 5. Ottawa post office from the canal 

Figure 36. After the fire (1904) 
A (cropped) reproduction of a photograph of the Ottawa Post Office encrusted 
in ice one day after the fire of 4 January 1904. This appears on a picture post 
card published in 2002 for the Postal History Society of Canada, for use by 
the editor of its journal, Dr Robert C Smith. It is the work of the Journal's new 
editor, Gus Knierim. I am looking forward to more of Gus's work in the future. 
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Figure 3 7. Ottawa post office circular (1868) 
Although printed almost a decade before the main Post Office was completed, 
this poster is similar to later examples. Note the hours of operation, 8 AM-

7 PM, and that was six or possibly even seven days per week! 

bly made in not placing the furnaces in this section, instead of where they are 
now located-in the basement of the main building. 
The vaults are connected with the basement of the building, which is fitted 
upfor the Customs Examining warehouse, letter carriers' rooms, and all small 
apartments for Customs House and Inland Revenue officers, by a heavy flight 
of stairs. The groundfloor is entirely devoted to the Post Office. The whole in, 
ternal portion of the superstructure is supported on iron columns with elab, 
orate enrichments. 
To this floor, the public are admitted by a main entrance in the main fa~ade, 
and by doors on the northeast and southeast corners. The space allotted to the 
citizens is roomy, and the whole building being well ventilated, parties having 
occasion to wait for the distribution of the mails, will be enabled to do so with 
a greater degree of comfort than was experienced in the old building. 
The main screen is a handsome piece of work, and harmonizes well with the 
richness that characterizes the building and the fittings throughout. Opposite 
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Figure 38 & 39· Novelty and amusement cards 
On the left is a fantasy card published for the 1907 Old Boys' reunion. There 
is also a version with a man "dropping off' in Ottawa. The main post office is 
also featured on many beautiful multicoloured patriotic style post cards. 

On the right is a penant style post card with the Parliament Buildings incor, 
rectly captioned as the Post Office. 

the main entrance is the general delivery, an ornamental semi,pediment with 
carved medallion in tympanum. The screen and decorations are made of ash, 
black walnut and ebonized cherry. 
On either side of the general delivery are drop letter boxes and beyond are the 
lock letter boxes in three different sizes. There are 1160 boxes in all, for which 
the annual charge is placed at the following figures: 1000 at $1.50 each; 128 at 
$3 each; 3 zlarge boxes at $6 each, making a total revenue, if all were regularly 
taken, of$2,076. 
There are wickets in the centre of each division, north and south of the gen, 
era! delivery for receiving parcels, etc. The registered letter office is near the 
Wellington Street entrance, and the money order and savings bank compart, 
ment occupies the south side of the flat. The latter is arranged with counter 
and desk, surmounted with a handsome light bronze railing. The postmaster's 
office is in the same section and though small, is a cheerful~ looking room. 
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Figure 40. Novelty post card (1910) 
Published by Atkinson Brothers, Toronto. The small rectangular portion lifts 
to reveal another picture, with four farm lads and their dog stealing eggs, cap~ 
tioned "A day of reckoning. not yet, but soon." Another version encloses 20 

miniature views of Ottawa (each slightly larger than that in Figure 41). 

P OST CA R 

Figure 41. Label on post card (1908) 
Tiny sticker showing Ottawa post office and Parliament buildings. One of a 
sheet of six from a booklet of five sheets all showing Ottawa views, also repro, 
duced as picture post cards. 1 have seen similar booklets for several other cities. 

Beyond this is a bedroom fitted up, to be occupied in turn by the clerks. The 
contrivances for sorting and arranging the mails occupy the remaining por, 
t ion of the flat, and are considered to be the most improved in existence. These 
monster newspaper frames, general delivery frames, preliminary frames of cres, 
cent shape and a dozen other different frames, which may be thoroughly un, 
derstood by the employees, but which are decidedly strange~Iooking furniture 
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Figure 42. "Bookmark" style post card showing Ottawa post office 

Figure 4 3. Patriotic style post card showing Parliament& Ottawa Post Office 
Warwick Brothers & Rutter, Toronto,# 288 in a series. 

Figure 44· "Greetings from Ottawa" postcard 
A scarce adaptation of the German "Gruss aus" format; the city crest and four 
views (postr1904 fire). 
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Figure 45· Scarce "event" real photograph (c 1927-35?) 
The scene is possibly that of the 1927 Diamond Jubilee (of Confederation) ceJ, 
ebrations. As with many photograph post cards taken by non, professionals, 
there is no legend. To identify the scene, I check photo sections of specialized 
publications. The old Ottawa post office (razed in 1935) is on the left. 

Figure 46. Aerial view of Ottawa post office {1932) 
Part of the sepia official CPO postal stationery set- Webb OPPC #51. Despite 
its high number, it is the first in a series of70. 

to the uninitiated. The whole arrangement wears a look of completeness and 
convenience which the employees will doubtless appreciate . ... 
We pass on to the first flat where the great attraction lies. Originally it was 
intended that this flat should be occupied by the Customs and Inland Revenue 
Officials occupying the apartments to the right of the corridor and the Inland 
Revenue those to the left That order, it appears has since been countermanded 
and the Customs Long Room- the finest in the building. with the most elabo-­
rately carved enrichments- is to be divided with a screen, and part of it used 

BNATopics, Volume 59, Number 4, October-December 2002 



Canada's post office architecture: Second Empire & Romanesque Revival 3 9 

Figure 4 7. Dufferin Bridge & Ottawa Post Office ( c 19 o 5) 
View prior to 1904 fire. Printed in Germany for the European Post Card Co, 
Montreal. It is typically European, with the post office as seen through a pho~ 
tographer's stand~ up camera. This required a tripod and boxes of glass negatives, 
etc, to operate. 

Figure 48. Mail steamer on the Rideau Canal (c 1910-12) 
Valentine &Sons #107248, showing an architect's drawing of a steamship 
carrying the mail, and steam trains beside the GTR Station on the way across 
the Ottawa River to the lines to either Gatineau or Pontiac County. The mail car 
is behind the coal tender. Prior to the opening of the Chateau Laurier (1912). 

The earliest post card to show the new GTR Hotel. It was connected under~ 
ground to the Station. The Hotel had a license to sell postage stamps, but was 
not a post office operation. It was part of the "grand hotel" systems that both 
the GTR Oater Canadian National) and CPR operated. In 1988, CN sold their 
hotels to the CPR. Today, they are all part of the us Fairmont chain. These are 
just some of the once great Canadian institutions that have disappeared; soon 
there may be none left. 
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Figure 49· Wellington Street approach to Parliament Buildings (c 1920) 
Early postcard by the Photogelatinic Engraving Co of Ottawa, showing the foun, 
tain area now turned into a parking lot They used gelatinic plates to print their 
cards in 1 oX t 0 sheets. Surprisingly, the cards are all different, and show scenes 
from across Canada! As the plates wore, the cards became fuzzier; when the 
company moved to Toronto, the reproductions of the older views were terrible. 

Figure so. Lions in front of the Ottawa postal station B (1940) 
Photo of the impressive concrete or stone lions. Taken shortly after it opened 
by W J McGuire (father of the author) with his new Kodak Brownie box camera 
during a rainy Sunday morning. I am very pleased to have it and its story. 
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by the Inland Revenue Department. This fact is very much to be regretted and 
it is hoped that the Public Works Department will reconsider the matter. 
Great attention and time must have been devoted to the Customs Long Room. 
It is 33 1 X35' with four Corinthian pilasters on either side and two at each 
end, four of these supporting an extensive cornice are full of the most ele, 
gant enrichments, prominent among which is the frieze, an excellent piece of 
modeling. Immediately above the cornice is a cone, with bands rising from 
the pilasters and crossing the whole ceiling. Coffered panels are thus formed 
which are again handsomely ornamented with cornices and centreflowers. The 
window dressings are in keeping with the general richness of the room and 
look well with their carved arbiters and key stones. The ceiling is one mass 
of beauty, only to be appreciated by those who have seen il The plans of the 
moulds were all drawn by Mr Walter Chesterton who has every propriety to 
take to himself the credit for having constructed the fines t decorative ceiling 
in the country. The corridor, ceiling and others on this flat harmonize with 
the Long Room decorations. 
The second flat is at present in an unfinished state. There will be nothing re, 
markably striking about the work when completed. It has not yet been decided 
what the apartments on this flat will be used for, but it may be presumed that 
the Inspectors of weights and measures, gas, etc. will occupy them. 
TH E EXTERIOR To say that the external appearance of the building is remar~ 
ably rich and handsome is doing the architect who made the design and the me, 
chanical skill employed in construct ing the magnificent pile, but slight praise. 
The main fa~ade facing the canal is divided into turret angles, the centre fea, 
ture consisting of entire massive columns, supporting a broken pediment and 
clock, and an upper pediment with a handsomely carved Dominion coat,of, 
arms. It is generally admitted by the most experienced architects in the city 
that the coat,of,arms is the most finished piece of carving of the kind in the 
Dominion. The designer was Mr. Godard, of Chicago. 
The model in the first instance was moulded in clay, and subsequently in plas, 
ter of Paris, from which the work was executed. The rear and sides of the 
building have the same angular features, the only difference being that the 
intervening space is much plainer than the front. Immediately over the pedi, 
ment and clock there is a cupola divided by handsome cornice vases and other 
enrichments. The building has a mansard roof with galvanized deck. A rich 
design is employed in cresting which goes around the whole of the building 
and angular turrets. 

Appendix 3. Overview of the history of the 
main post office, Ottawa 
This was compiled by the author from various sources. 
Purpose Important public building in the capital city; to house the Post Of~ 
fice, Customs House and offices of other government departments. 
Major Architect Thomas Seaton Scott ( 18 2 6- 18 9 5). 
Location Elgin Street between Dufferin and Sappers Bridges. 
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Period of construction 1872-1876 
Total cost $259,496.82, funded by Federal Government. 
Dimensions g6feet frontage along Canal; 55feet on Wellington Street and 
Sparks; 108feetat rear; 10.440 square feet in area. The building is not quite 
the rectangle that it appears. There was a 3 ofoot wide street extending from 
Wellington to Sparks behind the building with access to the basement. 
Miscellaneous A track was laid, upon which three special Ottawa Electric 
Transportation Commission tram cars took mail to and from the three rail..­
way stations. The Post Office contract became effective 9 November 1894, 
and was terminated 1 September 1911, thereafter the mail was transported 
bytruck[MG, 40] (Figures30- 35). 
Style Second Empire 
National significance One of the numerous post..-Confederation government 
public buildings constructed in a style to establish the federal image and 
provide necessary services in the community. These structures were in..­
tended to show the stability, permanence and wealth of the new Dominion. 
Description A symmetrical, three..-storey mass; protruding central access with 
tower with flag pole and clock; mansard copper roof; iron cresting on the 
roof ridge; carved keystones and Dominion coat..-of..-arms; two side accesses; 
round..-headed, dormer and regular windows; pilasters and pavilions with 
mansarded towers above with quoins around the ground floor. A typical 
example of a period federal public building. 
Major construction material Local quarried grey stone and Ohio berea stone. 
Disasters Fire: 4 January 1904 (Figure36)- the cost of reconstruction was 
$182,636. Demolished 1938, at a cost of$3,000 [Nee, 453). 
Entrances (Nee, 453] 1\vo side accesses, one off each of Sparks and Welling-­
ton Streets and the main centre access off a terrace between the two bridges; 
this created an esplanade surrounded by a parapet The space beneath the es..­
planade was utilized to construct an examining warehouse with an entrance 
to the Canal from the basement level. This was for Customs inspection of 
goods being transported from Kingston via the Rideau Canal (Figures 3 o, 3 5 
& the front cover). There was also an entrance from the rear of this level. 
Basement (ibid) Examining warehouse and rooms for the furnace, letter car..­
riers and miscellaneous. 
Ground floor (ibid) Was one enormous open space broken only by four mas..­
sive pillars which support the upper floors. The walls were divided into 
bays by pilasters with ornamental caps. A handsome cornice rested on the 
pilasters. The ceiling was covered, panelled and finished in an ornamental 
manner. This area was for the post office and its public lobby. 
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Second floor (ibid) This floor was divided by a ten foot wide corridor run~ 
ning the full length of the building and terminating at either end by side 
staircases. The Customs Department occupied the front section and Inland 
Revenue the rear, both of which contained offices. 
Third floor (ibid) The third floor was initially vacant except for a Customs 
Long Room 53'x 35' and left unfinished for future government offices. 
Fourth floor A fourth floor was added after the 1904 fire while the building 
was being restored. Some references count the basement as a storey and 
refer to the building as having four and later five floors. 
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Newfoundland's 1919 Sudan booklet­
bogus or bona fide? 

Dean Mario 

N
EWFOUNDLAND has had its share of interesting, provocative, and 
even questionable philatelic items. The 1900 "Paris Essaysn, the 
1908 Labrador Labels, and the 1932 Wayzata air mail issue have 

all played a major role in the offbeat side of Newfoundland's philatelic past. 
Now a new player may have recently joined this team of philatelic malcon .... 
tents: the so .... called Newfoundland 1919 Sudan booklet. 

Tbis Book contains 20 Fiv~ lillleme .Stamps 
· ·p·JtroE ,·oo · MtLu~Mes. 

-. 
Figure 1 . Front cover of purported Newfoundland booklet 
Sal mon~colou red. 

Many collectors first became aware of this curious item in early 1995· The 
late C Francis Rowe, a well .... known and long .... time enthusiast and collector of 
Newfoundland philately, initially introduced the item within BNAPS Newfie 
Newsletter [ 1]. An illustration of the piece revealed that it contained four 
panes (each 3 x 2) of the 1¢ Newfoundland 1919 Caribou issue. This was 

Keywords &phrases: Newfoundland, Sudan, booklet 
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an issue commemorating the service of Newfoundlanders in the Great War. 
The booklet contained 24 of these stamps. 

Other illustrations in the article the booklet cover (illustrated here), the 
back (with Arabic script), and three interleaves (five of which were contained 
within the booklet itself). The interleaves had several interesting imprints 
from various London and Accra firms, although all showed printing imper~ 
fections and miscut illustrations [2]. The article noted that there was no 
printing on the inside of the front or back covers and concluded that the 
miscut covers and interleaves " ... were originally prepared for a smaller 
size booklet" [3]. 

The article also explored the background of this mysterious booklet. It 
was argued that Newfoundlanders may have served in the Sudan during 
1914 - 1919, and the stamp booklet" ... could have been prepared by the 
Sudanese Government for use by Newfoundlanders stationed there and sup~ 
plied through the Military Base postal service" [ 4]. The item had come from 
a Newfoundlander who served in the Mediterranean and area with the Royal 
Navy during the Great War. The article continued [5]: 

It is said that soldiers suffering from injuries or lengthly [sic] illness whilst 
serving in the Dardenells [sic] were sent to Egypt to recuperate. Letters by 
the soldiers were exempt from Egyptian .postage. Mail was franked as postage 
paid, bore no stamp or were permitted to carry stamps of the country to which 
they were addressed. From the illustrated MSudanese Booklet• it appears that 
the similar conditions prevailed in the Sudan where the Newfoundland one 
cent stamps of the Caribou issue of1919 (Stanley Gibbons # 130) were made 
available to fill the need for Newfoundland' stamps if the sender chose to use 
stamps of his own country. 

Rowe speculated that these stamps could have been obtained by Sudanese 
postal officials from the Newfoundland High Commissioners office in Lon~ 
don, England. He further pointed out that both the Caribou issue and Su~ 
danese stamps were printed by De la Rue & Co. Rowe was also quite cu~ 
rious about the printing, assembly, and provenance of this booklet and, to 
his credit, sought more information from the membership of the BNAPS 
Newfoundland Study Group and other specialist groups. He solicited many 
opinions from a variety of sources. 

Rowe consulted officials of the Royal Philatelic Society (London) in mid~ 
February 1995, but they could only forward his request for information to 
the Sudan Study Group for action [6]. Despite their having discussed the 
strange booklet at the study group's meeting of 22 April, no one present 
could offer any further insights [ 7]. A decision was made to include Rowe's 
request in the study group's journal The Camel Post(# 52, 1995). 

In early December 19 9 5, specialist Lt Col Sir John Inglefield--Watson B T 
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responded to Rowe's query. He provided several interesting observations 
regarding the booklet. Inglefield~Watson felt that the item may have ori~ 
inated directly from De la Rue and was made from surplus material, rather 
than from Sudan postal authorities [8]. He further pointed out that [9]: 

Your interleaves reinforce this view. "West Africa" on the first, "ACCRA" on 
the second and third and "AFRICAN" on the fourth and fifth to~ gether suggest 
that they were surplus material from Gold Coast booklets but none are listed 
by Gibbons for the 1919 period. Nigeria seems a reasonable alternative as it 
was the only British West African colony that had a listed booklet (sG SB1) at 
that time. 

Furthermore, Inglefield..-Watson offered his opinion that the Newfound~ 
land stamps would not have been obtained from the printer given the com~ 
pany's normal security and accounting procedures (although these would 
not have been so stringent for surplus or waste materials), and he subse~, 
quently concluded [ 1 o] that the stamps" ... might have been available from 
a stamp dealer but on balance, I believe that your booklet is far less likely 
to have been an unofficial concoction than to have had some official status." 
Presumably, he meant "more likely" (rather than "less likely"), as that seems 
to be his intent and opinion throughout the letter. 

Inglefield.-Watson questioned the quality of the booklet and the fact that 
De La Rue officials would have offered such an item as an "official" company~ 
sanctioned sample of its work. He did note [11]: 

De Ia Rue would, I feel sure, have been able to produce "proper" Newfoundland 
booklets if required, but the use of surplus material was perhaps called for as 
an economy measure to reduce costs in the immediate pos~war period. 

All of the above seems to have been moot, as C Francis Rowe regrettably 
passed away in March 1995, shortly after his article was published in the 
New.fie Newsletter. 

Follow,..,up 
Nothing was forthcoming in print from collectors until I wrote an update 
in mid~1997 [12]. An argument was put forth to examine the purpose and 
intent for the booklet, rather than the legitimacy and origin of the item. I 
proposed, given the information offered, that this item was bogus and an 
illegitimate concoction by person or persons unknown. A brief review of 
the argument will be examined here. At the time, C Francis Rowe's additional 
information was unknown to me. 

Despite the various statements in the initial article, there was no real 
need for the booklet to exist, nor to have been issued by civilian or military 
postal officials. Letters under four ounces from Newfoundlanders serving 
in the armed forces from 28 August 1914 to 24 August 1920 and destined 
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to the United Kingdom, the Colonies, or the Dominions (including New~ 
foundland), could be sent free of charge [13]. Furthermore, [14]: 

[If] Newfoundlanders were ever in the Sudan on military service and used the 
civilian post office there, Sudanese stamps would surely have been used. It is 
doubtful that any foreign stamps, including those from Newfoundland in this 
booklet, would have been accepted as proper payment for postage. 

Anomalies do exist, however; there is an 1897 Newfoundland 5¢ Cabot 
issue single used on piece and tied by a British Base Army Post Office "z" 
military postmark used at a military post office in Alexandria (Egypt) dated 
2 November 1915 [15). Presumably this was a souvenir from a servingNew..­
foundlander shortly before the evacuation of allied troops from Gallipoli. 

A possible explanation for the booklet was proposed, but it had no con..­
nection with the item's suggested military link. The booklet may have been 
prepared by De laRue Company officials using waste material in the hopes of 
obtaining a contract from Newfoundland postal authorities for the printing 
of booklets [ 16]. This was, admittedly, pure speculation on my part and was 
offered for others' comments. In hindsight, one could certainly question 
the legitimacy of this argument; even given the problems encountered by 
post~war deficiencies, I now find it very difficult to believe that officials 
would have entertained the idea to offer these poor samples as proofs of 
De la Rue's expertise and quality printing abilities. Nevertheless, there have 
been no additional comments by other collectors. 

New information and observations 
Several developments and observations (both past and present) have arisen 
to add to speculation on this curious Newfoundland 1919 Sudan booklet. 
These are presented in no particular order. It never occurred to me in 19 9 7 
nor, I suppose, to CFrancis Rowe initially in 1995, to ascertain.what Su~ 
danese stamps would have been contained originally within this booklet's 
covers. Sir John Inglefi.eld~Watson noted in his previously..-described letter 
the following [17) : 

The front and back [are) Sudan booklet covers, one above the other. The Su~ 
dan booklets (SO SB1) contained ten vertical pairs of 5milli~mes Large Camel 
stamps (SG 23) each with a top or bottom margin through which the book~ 
lets were stapled. The stamps were backed by transparent interleaves . .. [and] 
assembled by De la Rue. 

These stamps are also described in the Scott 2003 Catalogue (Vol vi) as 
#22, issued in December 1903. Scott does list the "Arab Postman" booklet, 
but it is of another stamp issued over the period 1927- 1940, as # 40a. 
The recognizable vignette is illustrated here (Figure 2 ). 

Accompanying C Francis Rowe's submission to The Camel Post was a small 
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Figure 2. Vignette of contemporary Sudanese stamps 
(that would have appeared in a normal booklet) 

cutting dated 5 December 1994 from the American philatelic auction firm 
Paradise Valley Stamp Company. It described lot #35 [18]: 

Military mail from Egypt franked with other countries' stamps or free franked, group 
of 16 covers including two Indian Expeditionary Force covers 1915 (one free 
frank), four us APO covers, two French ww I usages, two French 1956 usages, 
five New Zealand ww 11 usages and 1948 South African cover front, generally 
fine- very fine (16). Est $100- 150. 

However, it is not readily apparent from the lot description whether the 
Great War period covers present were franked with stampies of other coun, 
tries, (ie. non, Egyptian). This information was not contained in C Francis 
Rowe's original article in The Newfie Newsletter. 

I subsequently sought other opinions (as had Rowe), specifically on the 
military aspects of the booklet. I contacted fellow members of the Forces 
Postal History Society in the summer of 19 9 7, in the hope that members 
might be able to shed more light on the issue. While nothing has come 
forward to date, I found the group's newsletter's editor very helpful. Ben 
Ferguson commented on my query [19]: 

I believe that Sudan was not a theatre of war in ww I; I have correspondence 
from a soldier in Sudan to his brother in the BEF (British Expeditionary Force] 
and it bears Sudanese postage stamps. What is surprising, in view of the Sudan 
Post Office title to the booklet, is the Newfoundland stamps. 
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Further evidence booklet's apparent illegitimacy from the standpoint of 
military use comes from the remarkable collection, definitive study, and sub~ 
sequent auction of John Fire brace. Fire brace was perhaps the foremost col~ 
lector and student of Near East military postal history. His 1991 work, 
British Empire Campaigns and Occupations in the Near East, 1914- 1924: A Postal 
History, ranks as one of the best studies of military postal history during this 
period. There is no mention of any agreement by Sudanese postal officials 
to accept Newfoundland postage stamps, nor are there any examples of the 
Caribou stamps on military mail from the area. Furthermore, in the auction 
catalogue of his collection (Cavendish, 16 May 2001), there were few cov-­
ers from Sudan without Sudanese postage stamps. Surely this expert would 
have had examples of covers with Newfoundland stamps used from Sudan 
or, at the very least, mentioned them in passing. If the booklet had been 
legitimately used by Newfoundlanders in Sudan, it is certainly odd that no 
covers have been reported. 

Booklet achieves catalogue status! 
Little was heard of this strange booklet until the appearance of the fifth edi~ 
tion of the Newfoundland Specialized Stamp Catalogue. Despite some misgivings 
by collectors, including C Francis Rowe, the booklet received a catalogue list-­
ing, dnoted NSSC #BKl. The catalogue description reads as follows (20]. 

Newfoundland's first stamp booklet was issued with this set. [The 1919 
Caribou issu e] 

BK L Complete booklet with perforations through tabs. Pale salmon cover with two 
staples (Perf14.1 X 14.1) Front cover SUDAN POST OFFICI! (English) unique. 
Back cover (Arabic) 1¢ (four panes of G) us$9500 

Recent sale 
The booklet appeared recently as lot# 764 in an auction conducted by East~ 
ern Auctions (Bathurst, New Brunswick) on 23-24 August 2002: 

# 764 BK # 115 Var, 1¢ green complete booklet (salmon cover with two staples) of 
four booklet panes of six of the 1 ~ Caribou, interleaving with advertisements 
from firms in London and Accra and cover with Sudan Post Office imprint, 
listed in Walsh (# BK1 , $9,500), this booklet was prepared for use in north 
Africa by Newfoundlanders stationed there or recovering in hospital, this is 
the only known surviving example which came to light just a few years ago 
in the personal effects of a veteran of World War 1, includes some background 
and write~up information, a unique showpiece of Newfoundland philately, VF 

(Photo) Est $7,500 

The booklet apparently sold for $8ooo plus commission, according to the 
auction's prices realized. 
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Still an unsolved mystery? 
As the booklet has produced a wide range of opinions and is still con trover~ 
sial, Bob Dyer, editor of the Newfie Newsletter, revisited the issue by updating 
the information heretofore known about the booklet and printed some of 
the pros and cons[21], Much of the original information contained within 
CFrancis Rowe's 1995 initial article, and this author's subsequent 1997 
follow~up (although somewhat edited because of space constraints), has been 
reprinted. Arguably little new information has surfaced other than that 
which is contained within this article. 

Will collectors ever know the full story behind this Newfoundland 1919 
Sudan booklet, either its provenance or intended purpose? It is doubtful. 
This writer still maintains that the item is questionable and had little pur~ 
pose in a military context. Whether the booklet was made up by De la Rue 
officials is also a mystery. One might argue that the quality of the booklet, 
given its waste material aspect, could hardly have been convincing to New~ 
foundland postal authorities and would not have encouraged them to enter 
into a future contract with the firm for booklet printing. 

The Great War had ended several months previously and there would not 
have been many Newfoundlanders in Sudan, Egypt, or in the surrounding 
area. Why the issue was included within a Sudanese booklet at the time, 
when Newfoundlanders would have formed a tiny small part of the Royal 
Navy's Mediterranean Fleet (if the original owner had been one of the first 
recipients, as its provenance implies), is highly suspect. 

The late C Francis Rowe sought a great deal of input from a diverse group 
of specialist collectors. Lt Col Sir John Inglefield~ Watson B T offered many 
keen observations and concluded that the booklet may have been "unoffi~ 
cially concocted". His view is supported by several collectors and specialists, 
and this may be why the item is unique. Given all of the evidence, one can 
only maintain that it is bogus and a fantasy piece. 

It seems quite odd that the booklet never achieved much attention or sta~ 
tus from early specialists, such as the Meyerson brothers, Winthrop Boggs, 
Bertram Poole, Harry Huber et al. It would have created quite a stir among 
these eminent Newfoundland collectors and specialists. One could argue 
that new and unrecorded items are still being discovered today, but I find it 
quite incredible that such an unusual and unique booklet would have failed 
to gain any notice until1995! 

This Newfoundland 1919 Sudan booklet has gained a great deal of at~ 
tention in recent years. Its authenticity has yet to be confirmed however, 
despite its "catalogue status". Its mystique has already captured several col~ 
lectors' interest but will it gain the "credence" of similar Newfoundland 
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philatelic spoofs as discussed earlier? Only time will tell. The late Rob; 
son Lowe always maintained [22] that" ... the charm of the hobby ... [is] 
that a collector may put in his albums just what he pleases". One wonders 
what he and the late C F Rowe, would have thought of this mysterious piece 
and all of the attention and controversy it has created. 
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Tagging-the hidden colour 
Robin Harris 

P
HOSPHOR tagging is an invisible ink colour applied during the nor~ 
mal process of printing stamps. As an ink colour, it should be accorded 
the same level of study as any other ink used to print stamps. Perhaps 

the only reason tagging seems to be ignored by some collectors is the need 
to use an ultraviolet (uv) light. 

Philatelists are an interesting breed-we are constantly classifying and 
identifying stamps based on various criteria. These include perforation, 
colour, watermark, and tagging. For each of these specifications, many types 
(and sub~types!) are defined. For example, there are different kinds and mea~ 
surements of perforations, each being important in identifying printings of 
similar stamps. 

Tagging on Canadian stamps is no different. Ken Rose, the pioneer of 
tagging in Canada, devised both Winnipeg and Ottawa/General tag type 
charts. The last version of the monograph Canadian tagged errors and tagged 
perfins, revised by George Dunsay & John I Jamieson, is the 1995 edition 
[ 1). A lot has happened in Canadian tagging in the ensuing seven years. 

This article will discuss the various tagging styles that have appeared over 
the years on Canadian stamps with the main focus being the developments 
over the past seven years. Our discussions here will not include any tagging 
errors (tag shifts or missing tag). We will start with a brief introduction to 
Winnipeg tagging and the "early" General tagged stamps. 

Winnipeg tagging 
Phosphor tagging was introduced to Canadian stamps on 13 January 1962 
during the Wilding definitives era. A modern (at the time) post office was 
built in Winnipeg in the early 1960s; this included the installation of au~ 
tomatic letter facing, sorting, and cancelling equipment. 

Figure 1. Winnipeg tagging types 
From left to right: l~bar (narrow), l~bar (wide), 2~bar, and side~bar. 

Keywords & phrases: tagging 
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The first tagging on Canadian stamps has been dubbed the "Winnipeg 
tag", named according to the city in which it appeared [ 2] . It appears "white" 
under an ultraviolet light. The phosphor reacts to ultraviolet light and will 
leave a (brief) afterglow when the uv light source is removed. There are 
two major types of Winnipeg tagging: 2 ; bar (consisting of a tag bar down 
each vertical column of perforations) and 1;bar (a single bar down either the 
middle of the stamp or down alternate vertical columns of perforations). 

The 1;bar tagging has a couple of sub;types: narrow centre bar, wide cen; 
tre bar, left bar, or right bar. Winnipeg tagging was discontinued shortly 
after Ottawa/General was introduced; the last stamps to have Winnipeg 
tagging were from the 1972 Christmas issue. 

Winnipeg tagging on definitives 
type of tag stamp 
2~bar (Smm bars) 1- 3¢, 5¢ Wilding, 1- 3¢, 5¢ Cameo, t0-25¢ Landscapes 
2~bar (S.smm) 1- 3¢,54.7¢, 84, 10- 25¢Centennial (narrow spacing varieties exist) 
2~bar (7.5mm) G¢ orange & black Centennial 
1~bar centre (4mm) 4¢ Wilding, 4¢ Cameo, 1¢, 2¢, 4¢, 5¢, G¢ black Centennial 

t~bar side (9- 1omm) 4¢ Cameo 
t ~bar side (Smm) 4¢ Cameo, 4¢ Centennial 

The 4¢ stamps were tagged with only one bar to enable the sorting equipment to differ~ 
entiate between single weight local letters (4 ¢) and ou~of~town first class mail (s ¢) 
Other Winnipeg--tagged issues include: all Christmas stamps 1964- 1972, # 453 (1967), 
505, 508- su. 513, 514 (1970), a 541 (1971). 

Ottawa/ General Tagging 
The Ottawa, or now commonly called "General", tagging was introduced in 
November 1971. It appears "yellow" under an ultraviolet light. It will show 
itself clearly when exposed to a uv light source. The early General tagged 
stamps used a compound called OP- 4, which imparted a yellow~green tinge. 
It comes in either 3 mm or 4 mm widths applied down the vertical perfora; 
tions (i.e., 2; bar tagging). 

The o P- 4 tag spreads throughout the stamp and will bleed through other 
paper that is in prolonged contact with it. In some cases, the tag has mi~ 
grated to the point that virtually none of the tagging remains (the stamp 
will appear untagged, but is not!). Check these specimens very closely. 

The OP - 4 tagging occurs only on British American Bank Note stamps 
printed by engraving and/or photogravure- BABN printed the tagging by 
photogravure. On the other hand, Canadian Bank Note used lithography to 
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General OP-4 tagging 
denomination series/Scott number 
8¢ Library (sheet) Centennial 
t¢, 6¢, 8¢ Library (booklet) Centennial 
to¢- 50¢ Landscapes Caricature 
8¢ World Health Day, #560 
8¢ Frontenac, #561 

print the tagging. The phosphor ink initially used for photogravure had the 
migration problem. When this was discovered, its composition was altered. 
The lithographic ink for the phosphor used by CBN and Ashton~ Potter did 
not have a migration problem [3]. 

The OP- 2 tag replaced the migrating OP- 4 tag and has been in use ever 
since. It has a yellow appearance, and does not migrate. During the Centen~ 
nial and Caricature era, tag widths of 3 mm and 4 mm wide bars were used. 

Commemorative stamps were issued with and without tagging up to the 
beginning of 1973 when it was decided that all stamps would be tagged. 
As the years have gone by this policy has changed slightly-later it was 
decided that high values would not be tagged, and even later, that low values 
(denominations less than 1 o ¢) would also not be tagged. 

Only 12 Canadian stamps have been issued normally untagged, Winnipeg 
tagged, and General tagged: eight Centennials ( 1 ¢- 4 ¢, G ¢ black, 8 ¢ Library, 
10¢- 15¢) and the four G¢-15¢ 1972 Christmas stamps (#GoG-g). 

General tagging styles 
Positions where General tagging has been applied have varied over the years. 
There have been eleven major locations of the application of General tagging 
on Canadian stamps (listed here in the order of their appearance). The major 
tagging styles are described in the Appendix. 
• 2~bar down the vertical perforations (November 1971) 
• All around [square] (22 May 1981) 
• Inset: 2~bar (3 March 1982) 
• Multi~bar (2 November 1987) 
• All around [square] and multi~bar (13 November 1992) 
• Inset rectangle (17 May 1993) 
• Shaped to edges of stamp (28 January 1994) 
• All~over tag (2 June 1994) 
• 3~bar (14 November 1994) 
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• All surrounding white space (6 June 1995) 
• Inset circle (5 February 2 o o o) 
The story of tagging on Canadian stamps would not be complete without a 
quick note about the following other tag varieties. These will be discussed 
in more detail in another article. 
Some 50¢ vending machine booklets (1985-1989) These contained a single 
first class rate stamp and several low denomination stamps, but only the one 
first class stamp (34¢ - 38¢ Parliament) had (all around) tagging applied. 
However, adjacent stamps are known with little snippets of tagging. 
Wide and narrow bars Many stamps have wide and narrow tag bars. On 
some issues this can be determined by measuring the spacing between bars; 
on other issues the narrow tag bars are found on stamps adjacent to the 
selvedge- these can be "plated" if there is a minor tagging shift. 
Selvedge~only varieties On several issues, other selvedge~only varieties occur; 
for example, if the tagging either passes entirely through the selvedge or 
stops short. On at least three issues, there are tagging guidelines known in 
the sheet margin. 

Stamp size 
In May 1981, a now~common feature of Canadian stamp tagging first ap~ 
peared. The Canadian painters stamps, Scott #887-889 (Figure2), were 
the first Canadian stamps to have tagging applied to all four edges of the 
stamp (This is sometimes called all~around, square, block or Jour--sided tagging.) 

rrw •••••••••••~" "" "" "" "1 

. ~ 

I 
............................................... ~ .......... ~ Canada 30 

Figures 2, 3 & 4· All--around, 2~bar, and all~around notched tagging 
Scott # 887, gog, & g15 respectively. 

I suppose that Canada Post must have found that many tall stamps (over 
36mm in height) were being affixed to envelopes in horizontal format. This 
method left more room to write the mailing address. However, if the stamp 
were 2 ~bar tagged, the bars would now be horizontal rather than vertical. 
If the sorting and cancelling equipment was designed to orient an envelope 
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based on the searching of vertical tag bars, it would result in an envelope 
being flipped to the incorrect vertical format! The solution is to apply tag-­
ging on all four sides. Then, if the stamp were affixed to the envelope either 
horizontally or vertically, there would always be two vertical bars. 

Stamp design 
Until March 198 2, all Canadian stamps had a visually apparent frame around 
the stamp design consisting of white space. "White space" is an important 
design element in all facets of printing, including book publishing, adver,.., 
tising, or stamp design. Canadian stamps issued 11 March&2o May 1982 
(# 909- 913a), illustrated in Figure3, had a beige background that passed 
through all four sides of the stamps- there was no white space around the 
stamp. Yes, there was a white frame on the stamp, but it was to show off the 
stamp..-on,.,stamp feature. 

The printers (in this case, the Canadian Bank Note Co) must have found 
that applying the tagging over (or under) another colour of ink would not 
yield the desired results. The tagging on these Canada' 8 2 stamps was there,., 
fore applied in two short vertical bars on the inset white frame; this resulted 
in a new tagging style. 

In April1982 another, now common, phenomenon in Canadian stamp 
design occurred. The 30¢ Terry Fox stamp (Scott #915) was the first Cana,.., 
dian stamp to push the design nearly to the outer portion of the stamp, 
indeed very close to the perforations. In this case, the head at the top and 
the foot at the bottom come very close to the top and bottom perforations, 
respectively- certainly well within the 1-2mm white space frame seen on 
all previous Canadian stamps. 

Notched Tagging 
Stamp designers wanted to use as much of the stamp as possible. This was 
the direct reason for notched tag bars on Canadian stamps. As we will see, 
this is now commonplace. However, at the time of the Terry Fox stamp this 
was a brand new sub ... style of tagging. 

Back to our Terry Fox stamp ... the tag bars at the top and bottom of the 
stamp were applied over the design (head and foot) that are intruding into 
the white space frame. If the printers found that tagging and ink colour 
could not be applied in the same location on the stamp then something had 
to give. But what? The answer was the tagging. The tagging at the top 
and bottom of the stamp, at the location of the head and foot respectively, 
was notched so that the tagging went around the stamp design, not over it! 
(Figure4). 

In our list of major tag styles noted earlier, six of these have also been 
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seen with notched bars. Some of the notching is quite minor; but in some 
cases it is quite pronounced. 
• All around (square) notched (13 April1982) 
• 2;bar notched (1 September 1983) 
• All around (square) & multi;bar notched (13 November 1992) 
• Inset rectangle notched (28 June 1996) 
• Shaped to edges of stamp notched (1 October 1999) 
• Inset circle notched (5 February 1900) 
I suggest that virtually every stamp that has some form of notched tagging 
is another sub;style. If we measure perforations to tenths of an inch or 
use many shades of colour to identify different varieties of stamps, then 
applying the same conventions-differentiating the types of notched tag 
bars-to tagging is a natural conclusion. 

Lists of stamps that have notched tagging to allow for the design are sub; 
divided below. 
Notched tagging and tagged all around 
1982 Scott # 915 
1987 1133 
1988 1227 
1990 1287, 1288, 1293 
1991 1311-15, 1316, 1321-25, 1334-37 
1992 1408-10, 1412 [not 1411!], 1441-42, 1443-45, 1453 
1993 1467- 71, 1485- 87 & 1489 [not 1488!], 1491-94. 1499. 

1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 

1501 
1509, 1510- 15, 1517- 22, 1527e, 1533- 35 
1546, 1552e, 1558, 1562, 1579- 83, 1585 - 87, 1589 
1Go4d 
1636, 1638- 40, 1647- 48, 1655-Go, 1669-72 
1708, 1715- 20, 1738, 1755a- r, 1756- Go, 1764- GG 
1769. 1778, 1779· 1784, 1785. 1786, 1799· 1810, 1813 
Millennium series 1818c, 181gb, 182oa-b, 1821b, 1822b, 1822d, 
1823b, 182Gb, 1827b, 182gd, 183ob, 1831a, 1831d, 1832c- d, 
1833a 

2000 1835· 1848 
2001 1905, 1907- 08, 1917 
2002 1932, 1936-39· 1954-55· 1956 
Notched tagging on 2...-bar tagged 
1987 1145 (Figure 5) 
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Figure 5- 7. Notched tagging 
2~bar (three notches} on Scott# 1145, all~round and multi~bar on# 1455, and 
rectangle inset with three notches on #1654. 

1996 1627-29 
2001 1883, 1884 

Notched tagging all around and multi,bar 
1992 1455 (FigureG) 
1995 1588 
Notched on rectangle inset 
1997 1654 (Figure7) 
2000 1863 

Notched on shaped to edges of stamp 
1999 1811a- d 
2001 1921a-d 

Notched on inset circle 
2000 1838a- b[not c- £1] 

Wanna---be notched tagging 
Of course, there are examples that test the rules. Examine Scenic Highways 
block offour stamps issued 30 June 1997 (Scott #1650-53). The design 
on all four stamps virtually touches the perforations on at least one side. 
However, the tagging is not notched. There are quite a few stamps with 
similar features- exceptions-the tagging was not notched to compensate 
for the stamp design. Is this a consequence of the order in which the ink 
colours are applied in the printing process? 
All, around tagged but not notched (i.e., exceptions that test the rule). 
1997 1650-53 [FigureS] 
1998 1709a- j, 1736- 37, 1739-42, 1761, 1762- 63 
1999 1780- 83, 1787-90, 1805, 18o7a- d, 18o8a- p 
2000 1864-65 
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Figure 8. All~around tagging but not notched (Scott # 1 G 5o) 

2001 1894-95· 1915, 1919-20, 1925 
2002 1934. 1941-44 

The exception within an exception! 

59 

How about stamps that have notched tagging so that it avoids the stamp 
design, but also have tagging applied over the stamp design on the same 
stamp! This is an exception to the exception. 

All~around tagged with notched and not notched tagging 
2ooo 1859- G2, 18G8- 71 
2002 1950- 51 

Appendix. The 11 major tagging styles 
Style 1 (Figure 9) 2~bar, began November 1971; this was the standard style 
until1987, when it was replaced by all,..,around tagging. 
Style2 (Figure2) All~around [square], began 22 May 1981; appears on the 
following stamps: Scott #887-889 (1981), 917 (1982), 97G, 1007-
o8 (1983), 1012, 101G- 27, 1043- 44 (1984), 921a, 925-2G, 947, 
952, toGo, 1062, 1075 (1985), 1077- 79, 1090, 1092-93, 1093, 
1113-15 (tg8G), 948, 92GA, 92GB, 953, 1122~25A (1987). It became 
the standard tagging style with #114G on 2 September 1987. 
Style3 (Figure3) Inset 2,..,bar, began 3 March 1982; used on #909- 913a 
(Canada '82), and a 2~bar slight inset was used on the 32¢ Cartier stamp, 
#1011 (1984)· 
Style 4 (Figure 10) Multi~bar, began 2 November 1987; used on Scott #1151 
(1987), 1225 (1988), 1259 (tg8g), 1297 (1990), 1342 (1991). 
Style 5 (Figure G) All~around (square)& multi~ bar, began 13 November 1992; 
usedon#1455 (1992)- andnotched, 1502 (1993), 153G (1994), 1588 
(1995)- and notched. 
Style G (Figure11) Inset rectangle, began 17 May 1993; used on Scott# 14GG 
(1993), 151G (1994), 1545 (1995), 1G07 (199G)- and notched, 1654 
(1997)- andnotched, 1722, 1754 (1998), 18oo (1999), 18G3- notched, 
187G- 77 (2000), 1900, 1909, 191G (2001), 1945 (2002). 
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Figure 9-11. Tagging styles #1, 4, & 6 

Figure 12- 14. Tagging styles # 7- 9 

Style 7 (Figure 12) Shaped to edges of stamp, began 28 January 1994; used 
on self..-adhesives #1507-08 (1994), 1568-1569 (1995), 1600- 01 
(1996), 1811a- d (1999) - and notched, 1854a- e, 1855a- e (2ooo), 1901, 
1921a-d-notched, (2001); water,...activated #1933 (2002}. 
Style8 (Figure13) All over tag, began 2 June 1994; used on #1523a-e 
(1994), 1547- 51, 1559- 61, 1563- 63, 1570- 73· 1574- 78, 1590 (1995), 
1595- 98, 1602, 16o6a- e, 1609- 14, 1615a- e, 1616a- e, 1622- 26 (1996)­
and notched, 1635, 1641- 44, 1649, 1665- 68 (1997), 1735 (1998). 
Style9 (Figure14) 3 ' bar, began 14 November 1994; used on Scott #1373 
(1994), 1374 (1995)· 
Style 1 o (Figure 15) All surrounding white space, began 6 June 19 9 5; used 
on #1553- 57 (1995), 15910- 94 (1996), 1631- 34 (1997), 1710-13 
(1998), 1770-77 (1999), 1839-46 (2000),1886-93 (2001). 
Style 11 (Figure 16) Inset circle, began 5 February 2 o o o; used on # 18 3 8 a­
f- a and bare notched (2ooo), 1885a-f (2oo1), 1935a- f (2002). 
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Figure 15 & 16. Tagging styles 1 o & 11 

Style12? What's next? How would you describe the tagging on the 48¢ 
World Youth Day self~adhesive stamp issued 23 July 2002? 
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Jim Miller Ltd 
comes to ORAPE X (Ottawa) 
3 - 4 May 2003 

New postal history stock! 

Highlights include .. . 
~ Fabulous illustrated advertising covers 

~ unusual rate covers 

~ specialty military mail 

~ West Coast steamer postmarks 

~ scarce postal stationery 

~ ... and lots more! 

See our easy ... to,..use illustrated website: 
www.canadacovers.ca 

Jim Miller Ltd 

Box3005 MPP 

Kamloops BC v2c GB7 

e~mail: jmillerltd.@shaw.ca 

phone: (250) 374- 6463 
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We can sell your 
Canadian or foreign 
cover & stamp collections 
or accumulations 
on consignment 
for the nominal fee of 10% 

No collection too small 
Cash advance available 
(Please enquire before forwarding material) 

R F NARBONNE 
Telephone: (613) 257- 5453 
Toll-free: 1 (Boo) 247-5619 (only in Canada) 

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY 
216 Mailey Drive 

Carleton Place oN K 7 c 3 x 9 

Since 1962 

BNATopics, Volume 59, Number 4, October- December 2002 



.. :;: sl~~~~ ,... 
·S.st$tamp 

,· · Oohectors 
tnsutance 
.. For .AII ·· 
BNAPS 

We're proud to be 
the official insurer 
for BNAPS members . 

. ~~mbers 
E xp erienc e 

Insure your 
< stamp and/or 
• No cotnpl~cf cover collection 

fl · with the most for1'Q to II otrt. 
. experienced 

· ·· collectibles 
• Always hlgll'!Y insurance agency 

competft.ive .~ In the world. 
,..._, 0 :tow_ Collectibles 

••::S~:2. per _vear. Insurance Agency 
.. : · ··~· : has been the #1 

: .. • P.e-'~llud insurance choice 
·. Sertlc* · for America's 

• ·t,to lte"'lzed 
Inventory of 

·your c:oltectlon 
Is required. 

philatelists for 34 
years. Note: 
Normal 
homeowners' 
insurance cannot 
give you the 

comprehensive 
Insurance you 
need to fully cover 
your wonderful 
collectibles (we 
can insure all your 
collections, from 
stamps to many 
other hobbies). 
Protect your 
collection with the 
only American­
owned stamp 
insurance agency, 
and do it at highly 
attractive rates, 
too! 

~~b. Life 

'lfr/ Member 
• Pronfj)t, fair and 

·exp.tt cJ~Ims 
·· hanctl!ng. 

www.collectinsure.com 
Call, write, e-mail or fax us today for 

:•12 500 collectors our rates and FREE brochure. 
·• 
andover 

1,$00 dealers 
lnsuntwtth ,.s. Collectibles 

Reputat1on 

Scores of BNAPS 
members already 
Insure their 
collections with 
us. Our reputation 
for prompt and 
personal service is 
a key reason why 
your BNAPS board 
selected us as your 
official insurer. 

Offlclallnsur· 
ance provider 
forBNAPS, 
AAPE, AFDCS, 
ARA, and ATA. 

. • 24-Hour-A-Day 
: Se.rvlce with ou.r · 

Toll'free 
"888" Number 

(1-tP-837-8537) 
andtntemet 
WebSite. 

s1nce 1aaalnsuranreAgency 
P.O. Box 1200-BN • Westminster MD 21158 
Phone: 1-888-837-9537 • Fax: (410) 876..g233 
E-Mail: collectlnsure@plpellne.com 
Website: www.collectlnsure.com 

--· ---··-·-·-···--~ ... .... ------------------.....1 
BNATopics, Volume 59, Number 4 , October- December 2002 



British North America 
GROW YOUR LIBRARY WITH USI 
• RESEARCH, EXHIBITS, CATALOGS, POSTAL HISTORY 
• HUGE selection of hundreds of early classics and soon to be classics! 
• BNAPS Exhibit Series, many rare early journals & publications. 
• Exciting new colour titles! 
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~~ 
Ask for our free catalog 

1-866-831-4463 
www.auxanostamps.ca 
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BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Auxano Philatelic Services Inc. 207,525 - II Ave SW Calgary, AB TIR OC9 

Order Toll Free In North America: 1-866-83i-4463 Direct: -403-543-1171 Fax: -403-543- 1175 

email: order@auxanostamps.ca website: www.auxanoscamps.ca 

BNAPS EXHIBITOR'S SERIES 

Stock # 

99923.1 

BRAND NEW!! 
The Half-Cent Small Queen Issue of 1882-1897 (McNaught) 
#27 In the series. Available in Full Colour or Black & White. 
Stock Number: 99923.271 Colour version, SNAPS Member Price: C$ 53.05 US$ 34.05 
Stock Number: 99923.27 Black & White version. SNAPS Member Price:: C$ 25. 1 5 US$ 16.15 

Tide SNAPS Member Price C$ 

#I -Canadian Participation in the Anglo-Boer War 1899- 1902 (Robinson) . . ....... 17.05 

99923.2 #2 - Eary Express Company Operations In Canada Competing with the 

99923.3 

99923.4 

99923.5 

99923.6 

Post Office in Quebec & Ontario (Ho"ison) ........ .. .. . . . . .......... .. . 10.75 

#3 - British Columbia Express Covers from 1858 to 1900 (Co") . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . I 5.25 

#-4 - Dr. Robert Bell ofthe Geological Survey of Canada (Scrlmgeour) . . ••• . .... . .. 17.05 

#S- Eastern Arctic Mails 1876 to 1963 (Mowat) . .... ........... . ..... .. ... ... 15.25 

#6 -A Pre-Confederation Postal History of Labrador (O'Reilly) . . . . • . • . • . . . • • . . . . 11 .65 

99923.7 #7 - Cross-Border Mall: Canada - United States of America 

99923.8 

99923.9 

99923.10 

99923. 11 

99923.12 

99923.13 

99923.14 

99923.15 

99923. 16 

99923.17 

99923.18 

99923. 19 

99923.20 

99923.21 

99923.22 

99923.23 

99923.24 

99923.25 

99923.26 

1800-1860 (Sondersoo) ...... . .... .. ... .. ............ .... ............ 17.95 

#8 - Force "C" The Canadian Army's Hong Kong Story 1941- 1945 (Ellison) . . . . • . . . 12.55 

#9 - Registration Markings and Registered Letter Stamps (Lussey) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.'15 

#10 - Money Order Office Datestamps 1928-1945 (Narbonne) .. .... . .. .... .. . .. 17.95 

#I I - Mining: British Columbia's Heritage Qocobi) .......• . ...... . . • .. . . . ••. ... 21 .55 

# 12 - A Canadian In Siberia 1918-192i (Smkh) . .. . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . • . . . . .. .. . . . 15.25 

# 13 • Untold Wealth: Canada's Mineral Heritage (Kutz) . . . . . • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 19.35 

- Special Hardbound colour version ...... .... . .. .. .. . .. • . • .. . .. .... 175.50 

# 14 • Canadian Postal Rates and Routes to North American 

Destinations 1859-19 14 (Wd!son) .. .... . ..... . .. ........ ..... ........ .. 17.95 

# 15 - Canada: Postal Regulations, Rates & Usages: Domestic and International 

Mail, 1897-1911 (Pawluk) ...... . ............ ... ...... .. ..... .. . . .. .. . 26.05 

# 16 -The Broken Circle Postmarks of Canada (Scrimreour) . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 2 1.55 

# 17-Via Vancouver: Canada's Transpacific Maritime Mails (Unwin) •... • ... • •. .... . 13.45 

# 18 • Newfoundland Postal Stationery 1873-194 1 (Ho"hon) • • . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . 17.05 

# 19 • Postal Shortages, and Surcharged Issues of Newfoundland (Dyer) . • • • . • • • . . . 15.25 

#20 - The First Four Suppliers of Canadian Postal Stationery and its 

Usages 1860- 19 10 (Harrison) . . . . . . .. • .. .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . • .. .. .. . . . 17.05 

#2i- lntemment Mail in Canada (Ludulc) .... .. .... .. .. ...... .. .. .. . ....... .. 14.35 

#22 - Canada's Business Postal Cards (Harrison) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . 17.95 

#23 - Postmarks of the District of Assinibola (Fraser) ... •.•••••.•. . .. .• •• ••• .. 10.75 

#2-4 - Official Air Mail Rates to Foreign and Overseas Destinations (Whitely) . . . . . . . I 5.25 

#25 - Canada Perfins Used on Cover (Troquoir) ............ . ....... . .. ... ..... 25.1 5 

#26 - Canadian Re-Entries I 852-1953 (Voss) . . .. .. .. . . . . • .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. I 5.25 
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US$ 

10.95 

6.90 
9.75 

10.95 

9.75 

7.49 

11.53 

8.05 

14.40 

11 .53 

13.85 

9.75 

12.45 

112.65 

11 .53 

16.72 

13.85 

8.63 

10.95 

9.75 

10.95 

9.2 1 

11 .53 

6.90 

9.75 

16.15 

9.75 



Stock# 

99212.0 
99659.0 
99786.2 
99282.0 

99339.0 
99794.2 

99338.0 
99738.1 
99737.2 

99343.2 

992-48.0 
992-48.1 
99459.0 
99333.0 
99389.3 

99389. 1 

99389.2 

99720. 1 
99435.0 
99463.1 

99463.2 

99267.0 
99717.0 

99279.0 
99506.0 

99462.1 
99-462.2 
99975.0 
99289.0 

99720.1 

Tide SNAPS Member Pri<e C$ 

The Bickerdike Machine Papers (Newman, Geoffrey R.) I 1986 . ......... .. . ........ . 
Canada and the Universal Postal Union 1878-1900 (Arlken,George 8.) /1992 ...... .. . 
Canada • BNA Philately (An Outline) (Richardson, Ed) I 1981 . .. . ..... ... . ......... . 
The Canada Precancel Handbook (Walbum, H. G.) I 1988 .. . .... . ... ** Special Price ** 
Canada Post Office Guide- 1852 (Steinhart,AIIan L) /Aug 1993 . ..... ... .... .... .. . 
Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century 
(Day, K.M. & Smythles, E.A.) I 1981 .. .. .. ............. .. ... .. ... ** Special Price ** 
The Canadian Map Stamp of 1898 • A Plating Study (Bradley, Whitney L) I 1999 .... .. . 
A Canadian Military Postal History Anthology (SNAPS) I 1991 ................. ... . 
Canadian Permit Postage Stamp Catalogue (Staecker; Dick) I 1996 . . . ** Sprcial Price • 
Catalogue of Canadian Railway Cancellations and Related Transportation Post 
Combined Annexes # I 0-19 (Robinson, W illiam G.) I Aug 2000 ........ ... ........ . . . 
Constant Plate Varieties of the Canada Small Queens (Reiche, Hans) I Sep 1981 . .. ... . 
Constant Plate Varieties of the Canada Small Queens (Reiche. Hans) I Originall961 ed. 
The Cumulative Index to BNA Topics 1911-1997 (Livermore, Charles) I Aug 1998 . .. .. . 
Fancy Cancels on Canadian Stamps 1855 to 1950 (Lacelle. D.M.) I 2000 . . ....... . . .. . 
The Handbook of Air Mail Slogan Cancels of Canada 
(Coutts, Cecil C . & Rosen blat. Daniel G.) !June 1999 . . . . .......... .. • . • . . .... . . . . 

Hand Stamp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada • Supplement #I 
(Frledenthai, Sc.evenA.) /1998 ....... . .. .. ..... . ... . ........ . ... ... .......... . 

Hand Stamp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada - Supplement #2 
(Frledenthal. Steven A.) I 1999 ..... .... .......... .... ......... .... ....... . . . . . 
Handbook on Transadantic Mail (Arneii, J.C.) I 1987 .. . . ............ .. ... .. . .. • ... 

John Boyd and Cottonwood, B.C. (Scrlmgeour, Gray) I Oct 1997 . ..... .......... • ... 
Major E.R. Toop Collection of Canadian Military Postal History · Volume One 
(McGuire, C.R. & Naribonne, R.F.) I May 1996 ....... .... .......... . ......... .. . .. 
Major E.R. Toop Collection of Canadian Military Postal History · Volume Two .. . . .. • ... 
(McGuire, C .R. & Naribonne, R.F.) I May 1996 ..... .. . ... .......... .. ....... ... .. . 
Northwest Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986. (0'Reilly,Kevin) I 1987 .. ..... . . 
Post Office Department & Parliamentary Record In Canada (Ontario & Quebec) 

from 1780 to 1925 (Hillman. Thomas) I 1993 .... .. ... . ... . ..... . ............... . 
The Postal History of the District of Asslnibola 1882-1905 (Kell, Ronald) I 1987 ..... .. . 
Railway Postmarks of the Maritimes, A Study of the Cancellation Devices 1866- 1971 . .. . 

(Gray, Ross D.) I 2000 ............ ... ............ . ........ . . ... ........ . . . .. . 
Slogan Postal Markings of Canada in the 193 1-40 Period (Rosenblat, Daniel G.) I 199 1 .. 
Slogan Postal Markings of Canada In the 1941-53 Period (Rosenblat. Daniel G.) I 1992 .. 
The Squared Circle Cancellations of Canada (Fifth Edition) (Gordon, John) I Aug 200 I .. 
The Squared Circle Postmarks of Canada (Moffat,W.G. & Hansen, Glenn) I 1981 ...... . 
Transatlantic Study Group Handbooks (Arnell) 
Handbook #I ·Handbook on Transatlantic Mall/ 1987 .. . .... . .... . ... . .... .... .. . 
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17.95 
8.95 
5.00 

17.05 

4.50 
35.95 
26.95 

7.00 

15.25 
5.35 
4.45 

26.95 
22.-45 

17.55 
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10.75 
8.95 

17.05 

26.95 

22.-45 
17.05 

11.65 
11 .65 

1-4.35 
8.95 
8.95 

32.85 
13.45 

8.95 

US$ 

8.65 
11.53 
5.75 
3.20 

10.95 

2.90 
23.10 
17.30 
4.50 

9.75 
3.-45 

2.85 
17.30 
14.40 

11.25 

-4.60 

6.90 
5.75 

10.95 

17.30 

14.10 
10.95 

7.50 
7.49 

9.20 

5.75 
5.75 

21.10 
8.65 

5.75 
99720.2 Handbook #2 - Transatlantic Stampless Mail to and from British North America I 1989 . . 17.95 11.55 
99720.3 Handbook #3 -The Transitional Decade from Sail to Steam on the North Atlantic I 1991 13.45 8.65 
99720.-4 Handbook #-4- Transatlantic Mail to and from British North America I 1996 . . . . . . . . . . 26.95 17.30 

All orders should be sent to Auxano Philatelic Services. An o rder form is available for 
downloading from our website. Please feel free to contact us via phone, fax or email with your 
requests. Canadian customers, please add 7% GST. Please make cheques payable to 
Auxano Philatelic Services. 

Your SNAPS member number is required at the time of order to obtain these prices. 
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New issues 
William) F Wilson 

L
AST year, I jumped the gun in criticizing Canada Post for not com-­
memorating the birth oflong--distance radio communication, because 
this year they have released a stamp doing exactly that. Last year's 

centenary concerned the first transatlantic radio signal. It was transmitted 
by Marconi's Wireless Telegraph & Signal Company from Poldhu, Cornwall, 
on 12 December 1901, and received by Marconi at Signal Hill, Saint John's. 
He received the transmission via a long antenna held aloft by a kite. The si~ 
nal was not a true message- it consisted only of the repeated letter "S" in 
Morse code ("dit dit dit") in Morse code, and it did not originate in Canada. 
Instead Canada Post has commemorated the centennial of the first message 
sent across the Atlantic, a greeting to the Times of London from its corre-­
spondent in Glace Bay (Ns). It was broadcast by Marconi from Table Head at 
Glace Bay to Poldhu on 15 December 1902. It was also in Morse code, the 
standard for radio communication until voice transmission (1919). 

Alongside Marconi in this setenant pair of Communication Technology 
stamps is Sir Sandford Fleming, who inspired the laying of the first 'all-­
British' telegraph cable across the Pacific Ocean. The cable ran from Barnfield 
on the west coast of Vancouver Island to a relay station on Fanning Island, 
about 2,oookm south of Hawaii in what is now the Kiribati Republic, and 
then continued on to Fiji, Norfolk Island, Southport (Australia), and Auck-­
land (New Zealand). The Barnfield station opened on 31 October 1902, less 
than two months before Marconi's radio service started in Glace Bay, and the 
next day the first round--the--world telegraph message was sent from Bam-­
field to Ottawa, to Lord Minto, Governor General of Canada. Although the 
image is somewhat small, collectors of ships on stamps will find the cable 
ship "Iris" at the lower left corner of the Fleming stamp. 

We used to think that Canadian stamps could not show living people 
other than the reigning monarch. Living people occur frequently on mod; 
ern Canadian stamps- if you were wondering who is looking into the tele-­
scope on the StMary's bicentennial stamp, the University's website tells us 
it is graduate student Louise Edwards in Astronomy & Physics. 

New printings of the $1 Loon stamp and the $2 Polar Bear on Thllis Rus; 
sell Coatings paper were released 13 December 2002, a change from the 
earlier Peterborough paper. The printer remains CBN. 

Keywords & phrases: new issues 
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New issues 

The information in the table is from Canada Post's Details booklet (Vol XI 
No4, October-December 2002) and the Canada Post website, 
http:#'www.can adapost.ca/personal/collecting/default--e.asp?stamp=stamps 
and from philatelic inscriptions on the stamps. Size, perforations, and num; 
ber of teeth are my own measurements, and are given as horizontal x vertical. 

Stamps issued October-November 2002 
I Stamp!& TSE Comm Tech Christmas Quebec Symphony 
!Value 48¢ I2X48¢ s-T 48¢, G5¢, $1.25 48¢ 
Issued 24/10 131/10 04/11 07/11 

I Printer CBN LM CBN LM 
Pane 1G 1G 25, bklt 48¢ 10, (G5¢, $1.25) G 1G 
Paper c c c c 
Process 5CL BeL 48¢, G5¢ 7c1, $1.25 GeL (1) GeL + varnish 
Qty (1o6) 3 5 48¢ G4 .s, G5¢ 10.9, $1.25 10.9 3 
Tag G4S G4S G4S G4S 
Gum PYA PYA PYA PYA 

Size (mm) 48X27.5 30-4X48 (1) 32X38.1 40X30·5 (2) 

I Perf 12.5X13.1 13.2X12.5 12.5X13.1 12.5X13.1 
Teeth 30X18 20X30 20X25 25X20 

(t) Details booklet lists the width of the Communications Technology stamp as 3omm, 
but the stamps measure 30.4mm, consistent with the measured perforation gauge. 

(2) Details lists the height of the Quebec Symphonie stamp as 3omm, but the stamps 
measure 3o.smm, consistent with the measured perforation gauge. 

Abbreviations. 5 (G, 7, ... ) CL: five (six, seven, ... ) colour lithography; bklt: booklet; c: 
Tullis Russell Coatings (coated paper); CBN: Canadian Bank Note Company; c4s: general 
tagging (four sides); LM: Lowe-Martin; P: Peterborough paper. 

The Postal History Society of Canada 
invites applications for membership 

The PHSC publishes an award-winning quarterly journal, sponsors seminars on Canadian 
postal history, awards prizes for postal history exhibits at philatelic shows across Canada, 
and publishes important books and monographs relating to Canadian postal history. 
Recent publications include Allan Steinhart, Postal Historian ($2g.Ggppd to Canada). More 
monographs and books are planned for the near future. Manuscripts are solicited. Hot off 
the presses: AR-Avis de reception (1G4 p, 180+ ill'ns, wireO bound; deals with worldwide 
AR), $25.69+postage. 
For more information or membership forms, please contact the Secretary, 
RFNarbonne, 216 Mailey Dr, Carleton Place ON K7C 3X9 Canada 
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CANADIAN STAMPS 
Choice Early Classics to Modern Varieties 

WANTED CANADIAN ERRORS 
CANADIAN ERRORS - BOUGHT * SOLD * TRADED 
~ IMPERFORATES <' MISSING COLOURS <> 11\VERTS -:> M ISPERFS ~ 

~ CO LOUR S H IFTS ~ PRI~TED O N GUM ~ BETTER VARIETIES ~ 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Look through our large Canada and BNA stock, offered at market prices 
in our free, illustrated price list. Or see it on our web site at: 

www. saska toonstamp. com 
lntcrnatl<Hlall} J<,·n>_l'l117l'd '"a Le.tdm~ lk.lil'l 111 ( anJdlan I rwr~ .tnd 'v.urct~t:s 

E11joy the many books we have to make your stamp collecting a far 
more rewardirtg experience. Ask for a free copy of our Canadiau /BNA 
Literature orice list or see our web site for our most current listings. 

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE 
~- P.O. Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3S2 CANADA ~ 

~ Call TOLl, FHEE 1-800-205-8RI4 in North America .iii& 
Ph: (306) 931-6633 Fax: (306) 975-3728 

E-mail ssc@saskatooiiStamp.com Web site: www.saskatoonstamp.com 
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Book Reviews 
~ Slogan Postmarks of Canada: Catalogue and Guidebook 
secondedition(2002) byCecilCCoutts (ISBN o g68o 
225 1 o). Cover design by Pam Wensrich. Privately 
printed, 286+xviii pp, BYl' xu", wire bound. Price: 
$39.95 +postage from theauthor,3482o McLeodAv.­
enue, Abbotsford BC VJG 1G9 (cec.coutts@telus.net) 
or from major Canadian stamp dealers. 

W
HEN a second edition of a book or catalogue appears, one expects 
that many of the difficulties mentioned about the first edition will 
have been corrected. C R McGuire, the reviewer of the first edition 

in Topics VolsJ , # 3, whole number 468 (1996), said that "Coutts' slogan 
catalogue could be considered a model for listing all types of postal cancella.­
tions", and found only one fault with it- "the specific periods of use known 
should be added when a future edition is published." I agree that the sec.­
and edition is st ill a model not only on how to put together a postmark 
catalogue, but also how to improve it. 

However, McGuire's comments have not been acted upon, and the bilin-­
gual aspect of the first edition has been lost. The English.-French first edi-­
tion not only made the catalogue accessible to more people in Canada, but it 
also made Canadian slogans more accessible to the large number of thematic 
collectors throughout the world who could use one or the other language 
to help them enhance their collections. 

The second edition maintains the high quality 6 o pound paper of the first 
that makes pencilled entries easy to change without damaging the paper. 

The major change in the second edition is the portrait layout of the book 
(as opposed to the earlier landscape format). According to the author, many 
collectors requested this change and that even he "is the first to admit that 
the new format is easier to handle." Perhaps it is, but that is an individual 
preference. The major impact of this change is in the number of pages in 
the book. Portrait layout allows the second edition to have no more pages 
than the first, while including all the updates- seven years of new slogan 
listings- and new sections. This means that there is far less white space 
in this edition. The type is eminently readable and well printed. The few 
illustrations found in the catalogue are adequate. 

I will never understand why authors of such catalogues insist upon show.­
ing postmarks from real.-life situations; that is, from cover bearing stamps 
on which half the slogan is obscured. Considering the amount of research 
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and work already required for this catalogue, it might be beneficial to spend 
a few more hours redrawing the slogans so that they can be complete. 

All slogans reported to the end of 2001 have been included, and prices 
have been updated to reflect current retail market values. The effective word 
is retail. Pricing of slogans is a very difficult art. Most common material is 
sold at auction in large lots, and therefore the prices per unit can be ridicu, 
lou sly low, so not reflect the valuation of that particular slogan in this cata, 
Iogue. However, only a very small group of slogan specialists seek out these 
large bulk lots, typically looking for new early or late dates, or unrecorded 
time marks or variations. Most collectors using this handbook would proba, 
bly be county, town or city postal history collectors or thematicists. Neither 
of these groups would be interested in bulk lots. They find their slogans at 
dealers' tables, or through auction catalogues where the prices would reflect 
the cost of finding, storing and handling the material. Coutts' catalogue re .... 
fleets more accurately the latter type of pricing. 

He explains in detail how he arrives at his suggested valuations, and es-­
tablishes a minimum value of one dollar. He gives credit to the Flag and 
the Newfoundland study groups, both of which have conducted labour, and 
time, consuming inventory sampling. He mentions that this work provided 
a guide to the valuations he used for this type of slogan. 

Many slogans are found in 2"><4" cutouts. Although acceptable in the .... 
matic exhibits, they are worth only 5- 10% of the value of the same slogan 
on a clean 8 envelope with a readable a slogan and date. The evaluation in 
Coutts' catalogue applies to this latter type of slogan. Many of my colleagues 
feel that in many cases the valuations are too high and in others too low. The 
bottom line is that the valuations are only a guide. 

This catalogue is far more than a listing of the slogans of Canada. It 
includes features from the first edition, such as machines that produced 
the slogans, an index of Jet Spray (Inkjet) slogans, and Newfoundland (pre, 
Confederation) slogans. New features in this edition include the following. 

The first is a section on Special Service markings with illustrations. Coutts 
makes a first attempt at cataloguing these "back,of,the.-book" slogans. They 
include Free, Field Post Office, Postage Paid, Customs, and Way Mail and 
other service slogans. 

The second new feature is the half,page listing the Mail Processing Plant 
Locations to accompany the index of]et Spray slogans. The third addition is 
an index of articles in The Slogan Box, newsletter of the Slogan study group. 
This is the first published cumulative index of articles from there. 

Topical and thematic collectors will welcome a substantially expanded in, 
dex which listing slogans by topic and sub, topic. It runs for 14 pages and a 
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list of this magnitude has never been published before. Just that list can be 
a major selling point for many potential buyers. 

This wire .... bound book, which lies flat when opened, concludes with a 
reference section listing most other publications written on the subject, but 
not including articles published in other magazines. Finally, the book's last 
page contains an offer from the author to provide a custom sort out of his 
30,ooo ,..,entry database (t,o8o pages). For 10¢ cents per page, he will sort 
it and send you electronically the result of the search that you requested. 

This is the perfect type of catalogue to be published on CD-ROM. That 
would allow purchasers to do their own sorts, and would make the catalogue 
much each easier to. I hope, ifthere is a third edition, that a CD version will 
be available as well, even if it is a little more expensive. 

I highly recommend this second edition. There is so much new that the 
first edition has become only a basic tool, and is not adequate for some,., 
one who wants to collect slogans seriously, or find out what slogans would 
enhance their thematic collection and exhibit. Charles Verge 

To BNAP S members­
an invitation to join the 
ROYA L PHI LATE LIC SOCIETY OF CANADA 
Members receive the Canadian Philatelist, published bimonthly, and are en,., 
titled to use the Royal's sales circuit and insurance programme. 
Membership by itself $10; Canadian Philatelist $20; membership & the 
Canadian Philatelist$ 3 o, including a one,..,time $5 admission fee. For Cana,.., 
dian residents, the fees are in Canadian dollars, otherwise in us dollars. 
Write to the RPSC, Box 929, Station Q, Toronto ON M4T 2P1 for a mem,.., 
bership application form. 

Grow with the Royal 

[ a Societe ci'Histoire Pos tale clu Quebec 
(~he Postal Histor'd Societ'd of Quebec) 

invites applications for membership 
The SHPQ publishes (enfranc;ais) an award,..,winning quarterly journal. 
Annual membership fee is $18. 
Sec'y: Christiane Faucher, 265 du Chalutier #306, QwfuecQC G t K 8R3 

chrisjac@total.net 
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What's new?-
National Archives of Canada 
Philatelic Collections 
CimonMorin 

This column is provided on a regular basis in order to publicize new 
acquisitions and activities within the philatelic area at the National 
Archives of Canada (NA). Researchers who wish to use the NA facili~ 
ties should contact, in writing, the National Archives of Canada, Ref­
erence Services, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa ON KlA ON3 [fax: 
(613) 995~6274; e~mail: reference@archives.ca; Internet website: 
http:/ /www.archives.ca] 

The Library and Archives of Canada 
The Minister of Canadian Heritage, Sheila Copps, announced 2 October 
2002, the creation of the Library and Archives of Canada. This new agency 
combines the National Archives and the National Library of Canada. Minis-­
ter Copps said "The Canadian Government is committed to making history, 
culture and Canadian voices accessible to all Canadians and to encourag-­
ing research, discovery and the sharing of knowledge. The creation of this 
modern, dynamic, world.-class organization addresses an increased public 
appetite for knowledge about Canada." It will strengthen the visibility and 
accessibility of the collections and services of both the National Archives 
and the National Library. The Library and Archives of Canada will be better 
positioned as a leading knowledge and information management organiza~ 
tion, and will continue as the repository of federal government records. 

According to the National Archivist Ian E. Wilson, 
The new institution, building on the proud traditions of the National Library 
and National Archives, will be a vital resource for all Canadians. Its collections 
will be comprehensive, documenting the full complexity and diversity of the 
Canadian experience. They will be available to all who may want to draw on 
them for the protection of their rights, for education, for cultural expression 
and for leisure. 

The Library and Archives of Canada will bring together in one institu-­
tion all forms of information that is Canadian or about Canada, much of it 
unique and unavailable elsewhere. In addition, it will provide leadership 
and support for archives and libraries across the country. 

Keywords & phrases: National Archives of Canada 
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Study group centreline 
Robert Lemire 

T
HE purpose of this column is to bring to the attention of BNAPS 
members the fascinating specialist work being done within each of 
our study groups. My apologies in advance to authors and contrib~ 

utors whose articles are omitted; it is impossible to discuss the entire con~ 
tents of every newsletter. Even with the help of the newsletter editors I 
can select only a few highlights. The summaries below represent what has 
arrived in my hands through to the end of December 2 o o 2. 
Fancy§> Miscellaneous Cancels TheN ovember 20 o 2 newsletter contains anum,... 
her of small items, Victorian to Elizabethan, as forwarded to editor Dave La~ 
celle from Brian Hargreaves, Gus Quattrocchi, Harold Hurlbutt, Dean Mario, 
Peter Geoffery and Don Fraser. There is also a short section on revisions to 
the information in the fancy cancel handbook. 
British Columbia Postal History The October 20 o 2 issue of the British Columbia 
Postal History Research Newsletter contains several articles showing mod~ 
ern cancellations. There is an updated list of Pitney Bowes Type "K" can,... 
ceiling machines (based on lists by Dan Hunka in the Postal History Society of 
Canada Journal, and by Henry Wong of c P ). There are examples of the hand,... 
stamps used in three of the Staples Business Outlet offices, illustrations of 
several recent pictorial cancels, of some new machine cancels, and of a wide 
variety of different handstamps from retail postal outlets. 
Admirals We had not seen much this year from the Admiral Study Group. 
However, Admiral's Log editor Leopold Beaudet compensates in the Novem,... 
her 2 o o 2 issue with 3 8 pages packed with information. There are two major 
articles. John Cooper provides listings of the earliest known usages of the 
Admiral booklet stamps, and illustrates more than a dozen stamps, on and 
off and cover, that bear postmark dates earlier than those listed by Marler 
(or for which Marler did not list an earliest known usage). Leopold Beaudet 
provides extensive lists of recent sale and auction prices for imprint blocks 
and "other interesting pieces" (mint singles, blocks, lathework varieties) for 
all the 3¢ Admiral sheet stamps. The listing was prepared to help develop a 
specialized guide to the value of"plate" material in general, but also suggests 
that certain plate numbers are much scarcer than others. There are also a 
number of well--illustrated shorter articles (by Vic Willson, John Watson 
and Sandy Mackie) dealing with UPU rates during the Admiral period. 
Perfins In the Perforatot; Vol 2 3, # 5, John Munro,...Cape provides a detailed 
article about the 4'""'hole OHMS perfins on the 1942 War Issue stamps. The 
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eight possible orientations of the perfins are described, and there is a dis, 
cussion of rarity factors. A checklist of known varieties is provided. In 
Vol23, #6, Mark Fennell supplements information in an earlier article by 
Peter Jacobi by showing some lovely blocks of postage due stamps with the 
CMS (Consolidated Mining&Smelting) perfin. A 1956 cover is also shown 
on which Wilding issue CMS perfins were used to pay postage due charges. 
Elizabeth II Volu, # 2 of the Corgi Times contains a thorough discussion 
(by editor Robin Harris) of different tagging styles that have been used on 
Canadian stamps over the last 40 years, with particular emphasis on the 
general tagging styles from 1971 to the present [in this issue ofTopics- ed]. 
Also, Barry Danard presents details of recent "postage labels" used on inter,... 
governmental mail in Manitoba. In Volu, # 3, Robin Harris provides de, 
tails of many different aspects of the current 48¢ booklets. Also, John Arn 
illustrates a precancelled block of twenty of the 15¢ floral definitive with 
perforated initials LA (Legislative Assembly of Ontario). A useful index for 
volume 1 o was included. 
Canadian Military Mail In the August 2 o o 2 newsletter, Doug Sayles describes 
a little, used poste restante service for troops. This was intended for person, 
nel going overseas during World War II who did not know to which unit 
they would be attached on arriving. In the same issue, a number of inter, 
esting covers submitted by Colin Pomfret, Doug Hannan, Bill Pekonen and 
Donald Thompson are illustrated and discussed. The November issue con, 
tains illustrations of a Christmas envelope (probably pos~war) and a 1944 
Christmas air letter (from a soldier stationed in Holland). Doug Sayles pro, 
vided an illustration of a commemorative cover for a 1964 Spitfire flight at 
RCAF Uplands, and questions the authenticity of the "Rockcliff' cancel. 
Postal Stationery In Postal Stationery Notes, Vol18, # 2 & 3, Chris Ellis con tin, 
ues his series on illustrated cards. Cards used by the Breithaupt Leather Co 
and the James Smart Manufacturing Co are featured. Chris Ryan reports on 
four readily distinguishable varieties of the Government of Ontario X press, 
post envelopes, and provides detains on users (Ontario universities). Bill 
Geijsbeek and Robert Lemire provide a summary of the information on pre, 
stamped Postcard Factory cards, and provide new information and a com,... 
plete a checklist for the borderless cards released in 2001 & 2002. 
RPO A large portion of the September,...October issue of the RPO Study 
Group newsletter is devoted to more recollections of Robert Marriage, a 
retired RPO clerk. Mr Marriage answered a series of questions posed by 
newsletter editor Ross Gray, and provided details on the handstamps used, 
and on the procedures that were in place for handling registered and under, 
paid items. Another article, prepared by Brian Stalker, describes differences 
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Study group centreline 77 

among the five known hammers used on the TOR HAM & LON (Toronto, 
Hamilton & London) RPO. 
Newfoundland In the September / October issue of the New .fie Newsletter, Brian 
Stalker makes the case that even though as many as three varieties of the 
Argentia TPO were listed in different early publications, there was proba, 
bly only a single hammer. Early records were likely based on hand,drawn 
representations rather than photographs of actual strikes. Furthermore, a 
bounced strike of a single..-circle hammer could have given the appearance of 
a double circle. Readers are asked to submit any evidence to the contrary. In 
the November/ December issue, Colin Lewis illustrates an 1820 shipletter 
from Newfoundland to Liverpool (UK), and discusses the shipletter system 
as it applied during that period. There also is an extensive discussion about 
what is known about the provenance and authenticity of the rare "Sudan" 
booklet of Newfoundland Caribou issue stamps that was offered recently at 
auction [in this issue ofTopics-ed]. 
Map Stamp In Vol3, #4, Fred Fawn discusses the mystery 3¢ map stamp 
essay, and proposes a reason the essay might have been prepared. However, 
the history of the item prior to 1948 remains unknown. Also, Sandy Clark 
describes at least six instances of mail disinfection in Canada between 1892 
and 1903 (several of these occurred 1900-1902, when the map stamp 
might still have been used normally). 
Small~ Large Queens In newsletter # 22, a discussion of the 8¢ small queen 
issue is continued from newsletter # 21. Robert Cumming presents argu..­
ments concerning the engraving of the vignette and preparation of the plates. 
John Hillson takes issue with some of the comments on the imperforate 8 ¢ 

stamps (in #21). 
Re..-entries In Vol2 o, # 3 of the newsletter of the Canadian Re, entry Study 
Group there are illustrations of several interesting re,entries. Four, as sub, 
mitted by Ron Waldston, are on copies of Ottawa printings of the 3 ¢ small 
queen. Four more, on Admirals, are reported by Art Halpert. 
Air Mail The December 2 o o 2 issue of the newsletter offers a reprise of Bill 
Pekonen's report (originally published in Maple Leaves) ofre,entry varieties 
on airmail stamp Scottcg. The question of the meaning (and origin) of 
the (boxed) handstamp marking "D.w.", found on many airmail covers from 
the early 1930s, was raised at the Seattle meeting. Comments from earlier 
newsletters, and from Don Amos and Gord Mallett are noted, but the ques..­
tion remains unanswered. 
World War 1 I The November 2 o o 2 issue of the War Times contains the conclu..­
sion (part 6) of Bill Pekonen's listing of War Boards. This list will undoubt, 
edly be a useful resource for others. Gil Vatter has put together an inter, 
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esting article on the censoring of picture post cards during World War II. I 
doubt that very many senders minded, except when the censor label covered 
most of the picture (as in one of Gil's illustrations). Chris Miller (from rna; 
terial supplied by Doug Hannan) outlines the shuttle service of planes and 
pilots across the Atlantic during World War I 1. Several examples of conse; 
quent Bomber mail are illustrated. 

Aero Collectables 
Members: BN A PS, A PS, Australian Philatelic Traders Assoc 
PO Box 14, St Kilda, Victoria, 3182, AUSTRALIA e~mail: sales@aeroimages.com.au 

Postmarks, Covers & Postal History 
Commercial covers, advertising, military, airmails, ship & TPO cancels, OPOS (closed Pos), 
flight covers, pictorial & commemorative cancels, first day covers, thematics and Jots more 
from Australia, NZ, British Commonwealth (incllots of Canada), USA & worldwide. 
We offer 1000s of items in each of our regular postal bid sales and also for direct sale. 
Contact us to receive a copy of our next catalogue (March 2003) and come view items for 
direct sale at www.aeroimages.corn.au/acpmkindex.htm 
Here are some Canadian items from our next sale- obtain the catalogue by mail, or see 
it on our website. 

,. , "I 
.. ,, 'I 

'if • " I 
!' 

I ' ,- ' -~ 

crown on Jubilee Thetford Mines Retreat Cove BC Sault Ship Canal1909 
See our stock in May 2003 at NOJEX (New jersey) and ROYALE 2003 (Ontario), 

Another perspective on Canadian philately 
Nearly half our members come from the other side of the pond. They en; 
joy our quarterly award;winning magazine, Maple Leaves. Some of them 
come to our annual convention Are you missing out? For a complimen; 
tary copy of Maple Leaves and further information, write to the Secretary: 

J M Wrigh~ 2 Normandale House, Normandale i~ 
Bexhill;on;Sea, East Sussex TN39 3NZ UK CANADIAN, I ~j~SOCIElY 

Subscriptions payable in Canada ~. ~~ 
GR~l l~f'IN 
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Executives, Directors & Officers 
British North America Philatelic Society Ltd 
Home Page: http:/ /www.bnaps.org 
Kids site: http:/ /www.bnaps.org/ stamp4kids 

Elected officers: Executive 
President Robert ALee, #203 - 1139 Sutherland Ave, Kelowna BC VlY 5Y2 
(bob@stamp~bids.com) 

First Vice~President P Charles Livermore, 100~08 Ascan Avenue, Forest Hills NY 11375 
(charleslivermore@hotmail.com) 
Vice~President Regional Groups Tracy Cooper, Go Fairview Drive, Williams Lake BC V2G 3Tl 
(Tracy.Cooper@gems3.gov.bc.ca) 
Vice~President Study Groups Douglas Lingard, 2425 Blackstone Cr, Ottawa, ON KtB 4"3 
(lingardd@istar.ca) 
Secretary Peter Jacobi, 5295 Moncton St, Richmond ec V7E 3B2 (beaver@telus.net) 
Treasurer James (Jim) Hansen, 117 Village Road, Newbury NH 03255 (j..hansen@conknet.com) 

Elected Officers: Board of Directors 
(Ten sitting members; five elected in the even numbered years for four~year terms.) Serving 
2000- 2004: 
John T. Burnett, 4515 Arrowhead Dr SE, Decatur AL 35603-3141 (jb45855@aol.com) 
Art Klass (Chairman),143 Wood shire Drive, Parkersburgwv 26101- 9215 (artkl@charter.com) 
Harry W Machum, PO Box 123, Little Current ON POP 1KO (machum@vianet.on.ca) 
WilliamS Pawluk, PO Box 6032, Station A, Calgary ab tlh 213 (bill.pawluk@home.com) 
J Don Wilson, 11 Elm Place, StJohn's NF AlB 254 
Serving 2002- 2006: 
George Dresser, 501 Fairview Avenue, College Station TX 77840 (g~dresser@tamu.edu) 
Graham McCleave, 186 Willington St, Fredericton Ne E3B 3A5 (mccleave@nbnet.nb.ca) 
Jerome CJarnick, 108 Duncan Drive, Troy MI 48098- 4613 (jcjarnick@cs.com) 
JohnS Gordon, 2364 Gallant Fox Court, Reston VA 20191 (jkgordo@hotmail.com) 
JohnS Keenleyside, 622-470 Granville St., Vancouver BC vGc 1v5 (pkjackal@aol.com) 

Committees and Appointed Officers 
Awards Coordinator William Geijsbeek, 6616 14oth Place NE, Redmond, WA 98052- 4649 
(e~ mail: geijsbeek@attglobal.net) 
BNAPortraitS Editor Vic Willson, PO Box 10026, College Station TX 77842-0026 
nloydwill@aol.com) 
BNAPS Book Department Auxano Philatelic Services, 207, 525- 11 Avenue SW, 
Calgary AB T2R ocg (order@auxanostamps.ca) 
eN ATopies Editor David Handelman, Math Dept, University of Ottawa, Ottawa ON KtN GN5 
(rochelle2@sympatico.ca (home), dehsg@uottawa.ca [office]) 
BNATopics Editorial Assistant Audrey Covert. 187 w 200 sAve, Raymond, AB TOK 2SO 
Board of Examiners Chainnan Edmund Harris 
Circulation Manager(BNAPortraitS/ BNATopics) Wayne Smith, PO Box 104, Don Mills ON M3C 2RG 
(wsmithl @joica.jnj.com) 
Convention Committee Chainnan Earle Covert, 187 w 200 sAve, Raymond AB TOK 250 
(ecovert@telusplanet.net) 
Dealer Liaison 6-Advertising Manager Hank Narbonne, 216 Mailey Dr, Carleton Place ON K 7c 3X9 
Donations Advisoi'-USA open 
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Elections Committee Chairman Don Ure, 6706 Emerald Lake Drive, 'Iroy Ml 48098 
(gracepure@juno.com) 
Ethics Committee Chairman William C Walton, 125 Thrtleback Rd., Califon NJ 07830 
(jwal ton 971@aol.com) 
Excha11ge Circuit Ma11ager Andy Ellwood, PO Box 83004, Vista Centre Ottawa ON T<lV 1A3 
(Andy..Eilwood @msn.com) 
Fitta~tce Committee Art Klass, address above (chairman, Board of Directors) 
Historian P Charles Livermore, address above (First vice~president) 
judging Committee William C Walton, address above (ethics committee) 
Nominations Committee Chairman William C Walton, address above (ethics committee) 
Policy 6> Procedures Manual Editor Jerome C Jar nick, address above (director} 
Publicity Officer Dean Mario, PO Box 342 M PO, Saskatoon ST< S7K 3L3 
Publications Committee Chairman Jerry Jarnick, address above (director) 
Speaurs/ Ambassadors Coordinator Norris R (Bob) Dyer, 1708 Granada Ct, Petaluma CA 94954 -
4531 (nrdyer@attbi.com} 
Study Group &porter Robert Lemire, PO Box 1870, Deep River ON KOJ 1PO 
(rlemireooo@sympatico.ca) 
Webmaster Robert Lane, 12 Gilchrist Place, StAJbertAB T8N 2M3 (webmaster@bnaps.org} 

Membership fees 
Annual membership fees are$ c zs. $ us 17, or £to sterling. Membership applications sub~ 
mitted during the second or third quarter of the year should be accompanied by 7S% or 
so%, respectively, of the annual fee. Applications submitted during the fourth quarter of the 
year should be accompanied by 25% of the annual fee plus the full fee for the coming year. 
Family memberships are available for so% more than the individual membership fee. Three~ 
year memberships can be obtained at a to% reduction. A one~time application fee of$ c s 
or $ us 3.50 is payable in all cases. Send application form and cheque or money order to the 
Secretary, Peter Jacobi, address above. 

Subscriptions: For members of the Society, $u.so-included in membership 
fees; members automatically receive the journal. Non~members: 
$zo.oo. For information contact the Secretary, address above. 

Changes of address: These should be sent to the Secretary. 
Missed, damaged, ... , copies: Contact the Circulation Manager, Wayne Smith (address above). 
Manuscripts can be submitted to the Editor in these formats: (1) electronic, preferably with 
paper copy, or (2) typewritten (double~spaced) or neatly handwritten. Acceptable electronic 
formats include Macintosh~ or IBM (compatible)~formatted diskettes, or Zip disks. Preferably, 
text files should be ascii (i.e., text with no formatting). Letters or articles may be submitted by 
e~mail (jpg or jpeg is the preferred format for illustrations sent as attachments or on diskette). 
Illustrations should be sent as separate files from text files. If in doubt, consult the Editor. 

For electronic text, please leave a blank line between paragraphs. Names should be writ~ 
ten with ini t ials (or full given names)jirsl, and without periods (as in, I P Freely, not Freely, 
I.P.). Preferred format for dates is day month year, as in 17 Sept 1752. Avoid use of all~caps, 
footnotes, or underscoring unless absolutely, positively NECESSARY. 

Literature for review: Send to Literature Reviews, c/o David Handelman, Editor 
Please note that unless prior agreement is obtained from the 
Editor, li terature for review must be sent to the Editor, who will 
select an arms~ length reviewer. 

Publications Board: Chairman: Jarry Jarnick; David Handelman (ex~officio), Robert 
Lemire, Mike Street, Vic Willson (ex~officio). 

Opinions expressed are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Society, the editor or publisher. 
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Public Stamp Auction 

Next auction: March 2003 
Jim Hennok 

Licensed Auctioneer 
will sell at public auction without reserve 

Canada, Newfoundland & Provinces 
British Commonwealth & Foreign 

Featuring 
Stamps, covers, p roofs 
Collections, large lot s 

Wholesale used Canada 

To be held in our auction galleries 
Free introductory catalogue 

185 Queen St East 

JIM A HENNOK LTD TorontooN MSA IS2Canada 
Tel: (416) 363-7757 

• • e~mail: hennok@sympatico.ca 



Our vendors speak 

r. 

R. Maresch & Son 
330 Bay Street, Suite 703 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada, MSH 258 

Dear Bill, 

June II, 1997 

The modern amateur collector needs two things in or­
der to build a significant and satisfying collection: ("I) de­
termination, persistence, and judiciousness in assembling it, 
and (2) the guidance of professional experts of absolute in­
tegrity whose knowledge and experience in the field can sup­
plement the collector's own. Likewise, the eventual dispersal 
of a collection requires similar dependability and assistance 
from professionals. 

Since much of modern stamp collecting is necessarily chan­
neled through auctioneers and/ or dealers whose business in­
terests are involved, it is crucial that the professionals in, 
volved are scrupulously honest. 

Over many decades, 1 have placed primary responsibility 
in your firm for counsel in buying and selling. I have never 
been disappointed and have developed full faith and confi, 
dence in your direction and judgement. Every member of 
your staff has been cooperative, helpful, and considerate and I 
am delighted to recommend you unreservedly to all collectors 
in whatever field of interest or wherever their geographical 
location. 

Reputation cannot be purchased; it must be earned. The 
reputation of R. Maresch and Son is pristine. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Bloomfield 

JB/ab 

Dealers in fine stamps since 1924 

maresch & son 
330 BAY ST. SUITE 703 TORONTO ON IV15H 2SS CANADA 

'8'(416) 363~7777 peter@maresch.com Fax(416) 363...-6511 

Visit us al our website http:#www.maresch.com 


