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Editorial Page 

Robert Lemire1 

In his tenure as editor of Topics, Vic Willson made a number of comments about 
how the INTERNET was about to influence our hobby. Given the speed of change 
in the world of communications over the last few years, many of the developments 
he talked about 4-5 years ago have already come to pass. We now have dealers who 
do most of their business electronically. There are general electronic auctions 
selling philatelic material for prices that sometimes bear little relationship to 
catalogue values. 

The effects on buying and selling patterns are substantial and will continue. 
However, tl1e "computer age" has had various other effects on the hobby. More and 
more "books" are being "published", often in very small quantities or "on demand". 
This means more information tl1at would have perhaps been circulated only to a 
few specialists is now more widely available-to all interested collectors and dealers. 
It means books that are essentially preliminary lists of information can easily be 
corrected and updated, in theory before the printing of each copy! Imagine how 
wonderful this would have been for someone like Frank Campbell when he was 
working on the list that became "Canada Post Offices 1755-1895". 

Collectors in philatelic backwaters now can rapidly compare information, even if 
tl1ose collectors live on different continents. They can send each other good colour 
pictures of stamps, covers, cancellations in a matter of minutes. Even we, who 
spend many hours collecting and studying items related to the mails, send fewer 
and fewer letters by post. As this trend accelerates, do society magazines and 
newsletters in their present form become irrelevant or more important? 

Many major technical societies and 
publishers now, in addition to distributing 
paper copies, make articles available in 
electronic form. Some of tl1ese groups are 
now beginning to wonder if the paper 
copies should be produced at all Will 
Topics or study group newsletters some 
day arrive in your e-mail rather than 
through the post? I rather hope not, if 
simply because I don't believe the 
problems of archiving and retrieving 
electronic files over periods ranging from 
decades to centuries have yet been solved. 

Topics Advertisers 
BriW"Iam Auctions Ltd. pg. 19 
BNAPEX 2000 15,73 
BNAPS Book Dept. 74-75 
BNA Topic&-back issues 34 
CPSGB 66 
Eastern Auctions Ltd. 1 
George S. W~ Ltd. inside front cover 
Greenwood Stamp Company . 4 
Jim A Hennok Ltd. inside back cover 
John H. Talman Ltd. 64 
ORAPEX 2000 40 
Postal History Society of Canada 15 
R. Maresch & Son back cover 
Robert A Lee 51 
Royal Philatelic Societ,y 

ofCanada 50 
Saskatoon Stamp Centre 41 
Schiff Auctions 82 
La Societe d'Histoire 

Postale du Quebec 13 
E.S.J. van 08J'Jl Ltd. 72 

Articles Needed. Yes, I still expect there 
will be a new editorial consultant for 
Topics in tl1e next few weeks. However, I 
am still here, and articles are needed. 
Most of all, I do not want whoever takes on 
the job to start with an empty "in-basket". '--------------- .....J 

L Box 1870, Deep River, ON, KOJ lPO, Canada; 1-613-584-1574, RobertLemire@compuserve.com 
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Admiral Postal Stationery Stamps: 
Printing Methods and Die Types 

William C. Walton 

The classical Admiral stamp design, used for the receBB printed adhesives, was also 
used on poetalst.ationery from 1912 to 1929, for post cards as well as for poet bands 
and wrappers [1]. 

This was the beginning of a 50-year period-extending into the early 1960s-when 
postal stationery collecting and study languished. It is thus not surprising that 
there was very little contemporary scrutiny of these items. In fact, Odell's 1938 
Canadian Postal Stationery Catalogue [2] made no mention of any Admiral stamp 
varieties, and the 1941 French/Bradley catalogue [3] simply noted in text that 
"minor die differences" existed. 

Over time, Admiral poetal stationery dies have been described and illustrated. The 
6th Edition of Webb's [1] now recognizes five varieties of the 1¢ (dies I, lA, IB, II, 
and III), and four varieties of the 2¢ (dies I, lA, II, and III), as well as the recess 
printed 2¢ used for the UPU card. Two major varieties of the 1¢ die III have also 
been known since Arnold'slist in 1965 [4], but the yellow orange color and printing 
quality make them difficult for many collectors to distinguish; for this reason, they 
have never been listed in Webb's. 

The September 13,1990 Christie's New York sale of American Bank Note Company 
proofs and eBSays brought several Admiral stationery items to light. These were 
die II proofs of the 1¢ and 2¢. No proof or essay items for any of the die I or die III 
varieties are known. The reason for this relates to a fundamental difference in 
printing methods for tlte dies. This in turn relates to the way in which American 
Bank Note Company (Ottawa)- later renamed Canadian Bank Note Company 
- interacted with its parent company American Bank Note Company (New York) 
in creating working materials. 

In fact, all die II items were relief printed (often called "typographed" by North 
American collectors), and all die I and die III varieties were lithographed. Theee 
two techniques were also used to print certain Y2¢ cards, as well as the Y2¢ side of 
certain 1¢ + V2¢ reply cards-varieties which have never been described or 
catalogued. 

I h ave identified printing methods by visual inspection, using an ordinary 
magnifier. In simplest terms, for those who are not accustomed to making this 
determination, relief printing typically shows two characteristics in varying degrees. 

(a) An imientation in the card or paper, often most noticeable at the outer edges 
of the stamp frame, especially in or near the comers. The raised letter on a 
typewriter key does the same thing in striking a sheet of paper. 

(b) Irlk squeeze, again most noticeable at various points on the outer edge of the 
frame. This can again be visualized by picturing a typewriter key, covered with 
ink, causing the ink to squeeze out towards the edge as it strikes the paper, 
leaving a thicker uneven impreBBion at the outer margin. 
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Lithography uses ink on a flat surface, and shows neither of these characteristics. 
Litl1ographic printing bases ("plates") can be made inexpensively and quickly, but 
skilled litl10graphers can produoe items tllat require a magnifier to distinguish them 
from the recess-printed or relief-printed items they imitate. 

The first major varieties of Admiral post cards, however, were neither relief printed 
nor litltographed. Just as the adhesive stamps, they were recess printed. 

The 1912 Recess Printed 2¢ UPU Cards (Figure 1) 
Recess printed items are what collectors call "engraved," although the plates 
themselves are not engraved (except for scattered examples, in some countries, of 
very primitive production). All of Canada's adhesive postage stamps, till well into 
the Elizabethan era, were recess printed. 

The first Admiral stationery item to be produced-the ~ UPU card- was recess 
printed, for the very good reason that the die was already in hand to produce the 
2¢ adhesive stamps. Adhesive stamp production was always the first priority in 
new issues, and dies and plates for the adhesives were created first. 

It was a simple matter to use a transfer die to rock in the 2¢ stamps in the post card 
plate, and to use a post card heading identical to the previous (Edward) UPU card. 
(Steven Wltitcombe [5] has proven that the first plate, in fact, was simply the old 
Edward plate with the Edward stamps removed and the Admiral stamps rocked in.) 

' 
Figure 1: Receas Dies for the 2¢ UPU Cards. In "die A" (left) there is a 
fine vertical border line connecting the horizontal shading lines in the 
upper right spandrel, but stopping at the second line from the top. In 
"die B" (right) this vertical line has been strengthened, and clearly 
extends to the top horizontal line. 

During the life of the ~ UPU card, a new stamp die was used for the last plate. 
These two stamps, designated recess dies A and B, are shown and described in 
Figure 1. Cards with the die B stamp are known used by April 1914. To date, the 
6¢ on 2¢ revalue of 1921 (or 1922) to 1925 bas been found only on recess die B. 

Admiral postal adhesive collectors will recognize these two dies as corresponding 
to Marler's original and retouched dies, respectively [6]. 
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The 1¢ Relief Printed Die IT Postal Stationery (Figure 2) 
In 1913, American Bank Note in New York engraved a steel die to be used in 
creating relief dies for 1¢ relief printed postal stationery. This die was numbered 
X-G-66. A steel relief die was then also created in New York from this master die 
after hardening. A proof impression of this relief die left New York on June 6, 1913 
and was approved by the Post Office Department in Ottawa on June 10. The 
approved proof was received back in New York on June 12. In all likelihood, 
multiple examples of the 1¢ relief die were then immediately forwarded from New 
York to Ottawa. I believe (but cannot prove) that the relief plates were made in 
Ottawa, using these dies. Almost certainly, the plate subjects were electrotypes. 

Figure 2: 1¢ Relief Printed Die ll 

This is what postal stationeey collectors have traditionally called die II. It is known 
used on 1¢ green bilingual heading cards by Sept. 4, 1913--the first Admiral card 
other than the 1912 UPU card to come into circulation. 

Die II 1¢ cards remained in use concurrent with the die lA varieties which began 
to appear later in 1913, and were still in use when all versions of die I ceased to 
appear by 1917. The appearance of the 1¢ die III cards in 1927 only displaced die II 
for the no-heading business cards - the English and bilingual heading cards used 
die II till the end. 

All 1¢ reply cards were also die II. This includes message and reply halves of all 
1¢ + 1¢, and the message half of all1¢ + V2¢ cards. 

All Admiral post bands were produced using die II exclusively until die IV replaced 
it late in the issue (by 1928}. A 1¢ die II green wrapper is also known, but is one 
of tl1e great rarities, with only one example identified to date, and there is no way 
to determine whether it was the first Admiral wrapper produced or a later variety. 

No varieties of die II showing different relief dies have been recorded-but they 
must surely exist. This is a field awaiting exploration. 

The 1¢ Lithographed Die I Varieties (Figure 3) 
The Ottawa plant appears to have obtained an offset lithographic press by late 1913. 
No lithographed stamp impressions are known on the Edward or Maple Leaf postal 
stationery produced by the firm, but a 1¢ die lA Admiral card is known used by 
December 1913. 
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Lithography would have offered the company an economical way to increase 
production very substantially. Furthermore, no new dies needed to be created in 
New York- lithographic printing bases can easily be created from other materials. 
The New York archives sale included no varieties of the lithographed die I proofs, 
almost certainly because these were all produced by the Ottawa subsidiaz:y. 

Figure 3: ltil lithographed dies: 
die lA (left), die IB (centre) and die I (right) 

The 1¢ die lA was clearly created from some production stage of die 11-it clearly 
shows its origins in tJte 1¢ relief stationery die rather than in tl1e recess die used for 
adhesive stamps. It was the first of the lithographed dies, and most closely 
resembles the 1¢ relief printed die II, with the collar curving around behind tJte 
neck. It was used for production of various cards intended for business use, for the 
first version of the ordinaz:y card with English heading, and for a small portion of 
the 1¢ green wrappers. 

The 1¢ die IB-the "redneck" King-appeared in 1915 on a 1¢ carmine card, and 
shows characteristic and curious retouching on tJte collar. It is a modification of tJ1e 
1¢ d ie lA, but I have no explanation of why it was created. 

The 1¢ die I was employed on an order of cards used in 1916 by the CPR, and on 
wrappers by 1917- we do not yet know which actually came first. It may actually 
have been created from 2¢ die I litJ1ographic working materials, or by improving the 
1¢ die IB effort. This is discussed in more detail with the 2¢ die I. 

The last known use of a 1¢ die I variety is in Januaz:y 1917, on a card that was 
probably produced much earlier. As discussed with th e 2¢, lithographic production 
appears to have ceased (for all practical purposes) in 1915. I have several times 
heard tJte suggestion t hat Germany was the source of many lithographic inks, and 
that the War thus interrupted such printing- but I have no proof of this. We only 
know that with the exception of wrappers, all lithographic production appears to 
have ended in Ottawa tmtil1927. 

The 2t<l Lithographed Die I Varieties (Figure 4) 
Imposition of the war tax in April 1915 necessitated new 2¢ cards. This meant 
creation in New York of another (2¢) steel relief die. I believe the evidence clearly 
suggests that the Ottawa subsidiaz:y- feeling the demand for 2¢ cards-went ahead 
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on its own initiative and created a new lithographed variety of the 2¢ cards in the 
meantime. 

In other words, the 2¢ lithographed die I varieties actually preceded the 2¢ die II 
relief printed items they "imitate." 

There are two primary reasons for this hypothesis. 

(1) All three heading versions of the 2¢ die I varieties [1)- English, bilingual, 
and business---are known used a month or more before the matching relief 
printed die II varieties appear. 

(2) The muneral "2"s in tl1e 2¢ die !- including tl1e tall open base-are shaped 
very differently than those on tl1e 2¢ relief die II (compare Figure 4 to 
Figure 5). 

The only explanation for this is that the 2¢ die II was not yet on hand to use as a 
model, and the "2"s were created and inserted in lithographed working materials 
at the Ottawa plant. 

Figure 4: 2¢ lithographed dies: 
die I (left), die lA (right) 

Figure ~: 2¢ relief die: 
die II 

The 2¢ die I was prepared first, and appears used by June 1915. At tl1e time, the 
only 1¢ lithographed in use was the 1¢ die lA. Comparing tl1ese two (1¢ die lAin 
Figure 3, and 2¢ die I in Figure 4) quickly shows tl1at the 2¢ was an original 
creation- not just a 1¢ die lA with the value figures replaced. The 2¢ die I shows 
many differences, including a collar tl1at drops down behind the neck instead of 
curving arotmd behind it. The leaf at the lower left intrudes much further into the 
oval frame around the vignette. Many other details also distinguish it. 

(The 1¢ die I variety, first known used on cards by the CPR beginning in August 
1916, appears to have been caused by a large order from the CPR that created a 
production problem. Lithography was used as the solution. We do not know why 
the 1¢ die lA was not available. Whatever the reason, a new 1¢ lithographed 
die-die I, corresponding to the workhorse 2¢ lithographed die I and probably 
modeled from it, was created and used for this one printing.) 

By January 1916, used examples of anotl1er 2¢ lithographed variety-<lie !A- begin 
to appear. These correspond very closely to the 1¢ lithographed die lA already in 
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use for 6 months or more, and created from the 1¢ relief die II. Of particular note, 
the 2¢ die lA collar curves around behind the neck, as it does on the 1¢ die lA. 

As discussed later, the ~ relief die (die II) was now in hand (and in use), and it 
might be expected it would have been used to create the new lithographed 2¢ die 
lA. But it clearly was not-the numeral "2"s in the 2¢ die lA are the same as those 
created for the 2¢ die I (see Figure 4). The 2¢ die lA appears to have been created 
from 1¢ die lA working materials, retouched, and with the numeral "2"s 
transferred from the 2¢ die I. 

By the end of 1915, except for some scattered late uses, all ~ die I and lA 
litl1ographed usage begins to vanish, just as noted for the 1¢ die I varieties. The 2¢ 
relief die II accounts for all subsequent 2¢ printings until1927. 

The 2., Relief Printed Die II Cards (Figure 6) 
No early 2¢ relief die II proof materials emerged in the Christie's auction-only a 
proof with a 1928 cancellation request was present. 

We can safely assume, however, that the same procedures that occurred with the 
1¢ were followed-procedures that were also used by the Company on earlier and 
subsequent poetal stationery issues. These include engraving of an original recess 
die, and the creation from it of a steel relief die, with proofs submitted to the Post 
Office for approval. The die (or dies) would then likely have been shipped to the 
plant in Ottawa for plate manufacture and printing. 

Examples of the 2¢ die II relief printed cards are known used by July 1915. 

The •; • ., Relief Printed Cards (Figure 6) 
When the new reduced V:z¢ rate for householder and business reply mail was 
introduced, a new V:z¢ die had to be created. No proofs were in the Christie's sale, 
but the cards were relief printed-as well all post cards in this period-and the 
same steps in New York steel production had to have taken place. 

The V:~¢ relief die was used on single V:z¢ cards, and also for the reply half of 1¢ + V:z¢ 
cards (Webb's P26c, 26e, 30a, and 30b). Examples of both are found used by mid· 
1924. 

The 1926-28 v • .,, 1., and 2., Lithographed Dies (Figures 7, 8, and 9) 
By 1926, the Ottawa plant-for unknown reasons-switched its lithographic 
production for the 1¢ wrapper to the new die III. This appears to have replaced the 
lithographed die I wrappers. 

Sometime in 1927, an almost complete changeover to lithography also began to be 
made for all business-use post cards. This includes V:z¢ cards, 1¢ and 2¢ blank (no 
heading) cards, and 1¢ + V2¢ reply cards. 

Business cards were typically used in bulk mailings and usually have undated 
postmark hubs, so early uses are difficult to pin down- but the 1¢ die III and 2¢ 
die III are known dated in 1927, and the V2¢ lithographed in 1928. The 1¢ +lf2¢ 
reply cards with lithographed V2¢ stamps (see the later discussion) are not known 
dated tmtil 1929. 

T he V:z¢ Lithof(rophed (Figure 7) is still uncatalogued. A comparison of Figures 6 
and 7 shows why- it is a good reproduction of the relief die, and is not readily 
distinguishable except under a glass, looking for the telltale printing characteristics. 
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Often- but not always- the %¢ lithograph is somewhat muddier or less crisp, and 
has a darker overall tone. Perhaps the best point of distinction are in the upper left 
and upper right spandrels. On the V2¢ relief printings, there is a fine white border 
line at the level of the bases of the crowns, extending aroWld the outer oval frame 
surroWlding "CANADA POSTAGE". These white lines on either side are not 
always complete, but portions of them are always visible. They never appear on the 
'h¢ lithographs, which show only the much heavier coloured border. 

Figure 6: %¢ Relief Printed 

Figure 8: 1¢ lithographed, 
die III (left), die IV (nght) 

Figure 7: Vtt! Lithographed 

Fipre 9: ' 
2¢(die~)llthogr.aphed 

Webb's P26c and 26e-the V2¢ single cards-occur relief printed first and then 
lithographed. These are major varieties. 

There is a V2¢ post card printing anomaly in the Admiral issue. The last V2¢ 
simpli.fied headings-Webb's P26 and P26b-revert to a relief printed stamp. The 
Scroll issue V2¢, and all other Canadian Bank Note V2¢, are again lithographed. 
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Why these last two V2¢ Admirals are relief printed is a question which has puzzled 
me for over 25 years, and I still have only conjectures relating to plate size, available 
presses, and production requirements. 

The 1¢ + V2¢ reply cards are slightly more complicated. Amazingly, in the 
changeover of the V2¢ to lithography, lhe 1¢ message half of the reply cards 
continued lo be relief printed-but the reverse (lh¢) side of the sheet was now 
lithographed. Tl:Us of course shows the availability of relief and lithograph presses 
to aocommodate the same size plates. But since the 1¢ was now being lithographed 
for 1¢ business cards, as discussed below, it is hard to explain why the 1¢ message 
half of these cards was not also lithographed. We may never know the reason. 

Reply cards with lh¢ lithographed impressions are very difficult to locate. I have 
made the following observations to date: 

On English heading cards, all P30a I have seen show the lh¢ relief printed. 
The very scarce P30g (the so-called thick soft card) seems to occur only 
with the V2¢ lithographed. This is an anomaly I cannot explain, because 
the thick soft stock is associated with printings in the very early 1920s, and 
is virtually unknown by 1929. 

On bilingual heading cards, P30b always seems to show the V2¢ relief 
printed. f>30d-the modified 69 mm heading in the style of the subsequent 
Scroll cards- is always lithographed. 

The 1¢ and 2¢ die III lithographs (Figures 8 and 9) are among the most interesting 
of these Admiral dies, because of a departure in how they were created. Both the 
1¢ and 2¢ lithographed dies were based mt recess printed adhesive postage stamp 
materials,likely using photography to create the original lithographic designs. The 
most casual examination will show the family resemblance of these lithographed 
dies to the 1¢ and 2¢ Admiral adhesives, with their fine and closely-spaced 
horizontal shading lines in the central vignette. The crosshatch effect is the result 
of use of a screen in photography of the model. 

The 1¢ die III, already in use on the wrapper, replaced the 1¢ die II on the 1¢ 
business card. At the same time, the 2¢ die III replaced the 2¢ die II on the 2¢ 
business card. 

Examination of Figure 8 will show that the 1¢ die III appears to have been created 
from the second 1¢ adhesive die, which was hardened in September 1924, and in 
use by mid-1925 [6). 

Figure 8 also shows, on the right, the 1¢ die IV, currently uncatalogued. The 
easiest point of distinction is the location of the word "CENT", which is one 
horizontal shading line up from the base in die Ill, and two lines in die IV. 

The 1¢ die IV became the post band stamp by early 1928, and by early 1929 was in 
exclusive use for the 1¢ business card. At some point it was also used for at least 
one printing of the 1¢ wrapper. 

For tmknown reasons, the 1¢ die IV appears to have been modelled from the first 
adhesive die, already out of use. 

In Figure 9, the black and white photograph of the 2¢ lithographed die III looks 
very much like the 2¢ recess die B in Figure 1. In fact, it was created from that 
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state of the recessed die. The recess impressions were always in blue on the UPU 
card, and the 2¢ lithographed die III impressions were always in green on no
heading business cards. 

' 
Final Thoughts 
Canadian Bank Note Company went on continuously using lithography for various 
postal stationery items, well into the Elizabethan era.. The George VI and 
Elizabethw1 issues catalogued as "offset" are litho offset productions. Relief 
printing also continued, and in these later issues is labeled in the catalogue with the 
traditional term "typogra.phed." 

Obviously, this article is only a. starting point in Admiral stationery die study. I 
have ignored many issues, and noted some puzzles. Headings-also printed both 
by relief and lithography-are ignored. And I am certainly no expert in the Admiral 
adhesives--advanced students can no doubt correct and add to my observations on 
die sources. This is a. field of study still in its infancy, and one with many basics 
still to be established. 
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Stories Behind My Covers 

39. Uninteresting Appearing Covers Often Relate to 
Interesting Stories 

Jack Arnell 

The cover illustrated here is a business letter written in Liverpool on 15 January 
1858 and marked to go on the Cunard Canada to Halifax. It was mailed the same 
day. 

Liverpool to Harbour Grace, Newfoundland (1868). 

;A~----;#~ 

.. ... 
\ 
I 

The first interesting thing about this cover is the lack of any postal marking, other 
than a duplex datestamp. This was intended to be used for cancelling adhesive 
stamps, but being used here only as a datestamp, it was struck partially off the 
cover. The cover was backstamped with the Liverpool packet office oval later the 
same day, and was put in the closed bag for St. John's, Newfoundland. 

The Canada sailed from Liverpool the following day, but instead of sailing direct 
to Halifax, she put into Cork, Ireland on 17 January to pick up the North American 
mails and sixty-six passengers from the disabled Ariel of the Vanderbilt European 
Line. 

N.R.P. Boasor in Volume 1 of his "North Atlantic Seaway,'' page 330, records that 
the Ariel sailed from Southampton for New York on 31 December 1857, broke her 
main shaft when some days out, and arrived back at Cork under sail on 
15 Janwuy- the day before the Canada made the special call at Cork for her mails 
and passengers. 
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The Canad,a arrived at Halifax on 26 January, and the Newfoundland mails were 
transferred to the CWlard mail steamer Merlin, which arrived at St. John's on 
1 February, where the letter was backstamped on the same day. It was 
datestamped at Harbor Grace the following day (faint stamp above "Panton"). 

The cover is unusual is that none of the four offices that handled it marked the 6d. 
Stg. postage due on it. 

THE POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF CANADA 
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The Postal History Society of Canada publishes an award-winning quarterly 
journal, sponsors seminars on Canadian postal history, and awards prizes 
for the best postal history exhibit at philatelic shows across Canada. 

The 200-page special CAPEX '87 Fifteenth Anniversary Issue of the Joum~~/ 
Is still available at $15.00Cdn, postpaid anywhere in the world. 

For further information or a membership application form, please write to the 
Secretary: 

~F. Narbonne 
216 Malley Drive 

Carleton Place, Ontario 
Canada K7C 3X9 

There may be some question about whether the new mlllenlum begins in 2000 or 2001. 
That doesn't matter! What Is Important about the year 2000 Is that: 

In 2000 BNAPEX Is In CHICAGO 

AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2000 
at the Schaumburg Marriott- make your reservations NOW 

Be therell 
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Newfoundland Revenue Stamp Watermarks 
The Watermarked Stamps of the 1907 King Edward VII 

and 1910 Kmg George V Issues 

John M. Walsh 
It is common knowledge that a watermark can be found on some values in both the 
1907 King Edward VII and the 1910 King George V revenue issues of 
Newfowulland. It is reported in various catalogues [1, 2J that the 25¢, 50¢ and $1 
values of the 1907 King Edward VII issue have been observed ' with watermark.' 
The 5¢, 10¢,25¢, ~and $1 values of the 1910 King George V (with imprint) issue 
are also known 'with watermark.' What hasn't been reported is the style or nature 
of this watermark! 

The search for watermarked stamps has to be a challenge. First, these two issues 
are usually fotmd on piece. Seldom, if ever, does one find mint, gummed (implying 
not used) values from these two issues. Those used stamps found in the 
marketplace had to be removed from documents. To get a document and then 
remove the stamps causes great concern to many serious collectors. "The stamps 
should be left on the document pieces" is the most often heard comment. 
Fortunately for researchers, many of these soaked-off stamps are still in the 
marketplace. Several holdings numbering into the thousands were viewed in this 
study, thereby establishing a large search base. All the stamps from this base were 
dipp:d into watermarking fluid. The fluid used was 'Super Safe Watermark Fluid', 
wluch contains trichlorotrifluoroethane and is distributed by Unitrade Associates. 
This large search base, however, offered no findings of watermarked stamps. 

A request to several collectors and dealers resulted in a small collection of twenty 
watermarked revenue stamps. Those who helped were: Rex Andrews, J oseph Pike, 
Terrance Harris, Gary Lyon, Erling van Dam and Harry Lussey (via Robert A. Lee 
Auctions). Imagine how many thousands of stamps originally had to be examined 
to find these. It had to be a tremendous effort! 

n the above study group a pair was found that has three letters of a word. This 
Nould prove to be the key piece to figuring out the word in the watermark 
Figure 1). 

Figure 1 
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Figure2 Figure 8 

The word was reconstructed from this pair and additional single stamps having 
letter combinations as follows: 

COL LU UM MB BI lA 
and two of these combinations are shown above in Figures 2 and 3. Thus, the word 
in the watermark is "COLUMBIA". The letters are uppercase and have serifs with 
the "C" being somewhat ornate in design and much larger than the other letters 
(Figure 4). 

Figure4 

([)) IJlJJ IMI ~ K A 
However the mystery deepens! Often when a watermarked stamp gets listed for 
sale in a dealer's price list or in an auction lot, the watermark is not described. 
When enquires are made as to the nature of the watermark, the most common reply 
is " ... some part of a design." Several stamps in this study group were received that. 
had parts of a watermark differing from the above word. These stamps showed a 
completely new type or style of watermark. Several fragments of this same 
watermark style were seen (Figure 5). This design is somewhat akin to a branding 
iron motif. There are parallel lines running at 90° angles and within these lines at 
a 45° angle is a block that has uppercase letters within it. What constitutes the 
remainder of this part of the watermark I am unable to discern at present. I hope 
there are others with watermark examples who will be able to fill in the remaining 
parts to this puzzle. 
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Figure ~: Portio1111 of an as yet Unidentified Watermark 

26¢ George V (Joseph Pike) 

2~¢ Edward VII (Joseph Pike) 

2~¢ George V (J. Don Wilson) 
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Who knows the needs of a collector 
better than a collector? 

A new auction house for collectors run by collectors. 

!JJFt;p~am sfactt'on d !limtted 
'~8CUu1~ in de Ym S!kt q/ !!J~tt4 " 

• Competitive commissions or better 
• Frequent auctions means less time waiting 
• We travel to you 
• We fully insure your material from the moment it leaves your hands 

(subject to notification in writing. by fax or e-mail of the value of the package) 
• No reserves 
• Private treaty department 
• Mail bid sales 
• Appraisals 

Write or call for more information and I or a free sample catalogue of~ Jilud14114, !l'lti, 
1120 Brevik Place, Mississauga, ON, CANADA L4W 3Y5, 

by phone at (905) 238·1634, by fax at (905) 238·8399 or by e-mail at Jroberts@interlog.com 
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The West Indian Mail: Late 19th Century Covers 
between Canada and the British West Indies by 

the Halifax Packets and by other Routes: Part 111 

Brian Murphy 

As discusaed in Part I, Route C to the West Indies had been important for Halifax 
merchants and perhaps others in +;he Maritime Provinces before 1886,when Britain 
allowed the mail contract to lapse However, even after Halifax merchants resumed 
Route C in 1888, most Canadian mail went via New York. Route Chad become a 
minor rival to Route D. 

RouteD-via New York 
Carstairs defined his RouteD as "Overland to New York and then direct steamers 
to Bahamas, Bermuda, and Jamaica, and continuing in an anti-clockwise direction 
to Haiti, Cuba, Mexico, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Aspinwall (present day Colon, 
Panama), with connections to South America twice a week on the main sea-routes 
and every fortnight on the lesser ones." A glance at the map in Figure 1 (Part I, 
P· 30) shows that one route to all the named destinations is improbable, perhaps 
unpossible. Carstairs seems to have recognized that Route D was several routes, for 
he continued. "Strictly I should separate the Bermuda run, as it was a short route 
originally operated by the Cunard Line and later by the Quebec Steamship 
Company on a fortnightly basis" [1, p. 215]. This Bermuda run, and the succeBS of 
the Quebec Steamship Co., has already been discussed as part of Route C from 
Halifax. One can not help but believe that not only the Bermuda run, but also 
other runs should be separate. Route D should be seen as several American routes. 
Arfken has pointed out that service via New York was mentioned in the Province 
ofCanadapostal guides as early as 1852 [5, p. 259). Cuba was one of the principal 
ports on Route D, and reference to that island is often a good indication of the use 
of RouteD by BNA post offices in the 1850s and 1860s. 

As we saw in Part I, the principal mail route from Nova Scotia and from New 
Brunswick was Route C. An 1848 rate table gave 4%d cy (4d stg) as the rate from 
Halifax to the British West Indies and to nine foreign West Indies, and 1/1 V-xl c:y 
(1/stg) as the rate to Havana and to ten other foreign West Indies [19, p. 326]. 
Effective 1 January, 1856, this 4d stg or 5d cy rate from Halifax applied to Havana 
[11, pp. 92-94). It appears that gradually this Route Crate of 5d cy or 4d stg was 
extended to all the foreign West Indies. Hutchinson's Nova Scotia Directory for 
1864-65 gave 10¢ and 131/2¢ from the interior as the rate to tlte West Indies in 
general [20]. Despite this expansion of British packet service, alternative 
connections by RouteD were available. On 3 December, 1852, a Nova Scotia rate 
of 9d to Havana (and of 113 to Chagres and to Panama) via New York was 
introduced [11, pp. 87, 99). This 9d rate to Cuba also existed from Canada, and is 
probably the 15¢ (or 16¢) U.S. rate that we shall meet below. Two things seem to 
have obscure these rates via New York. First, the rate tables focused on Britain, 
and from British North America British routes to the West Indies (Routes A and B) 
were twice across the Atlantic, wtd so too slow and too expensive. Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick published detailed rate tables in 1842, 1848, 1852, 1856, 1858, 
1859, and 1860 [11, pp. 48-55, 97-105; 35, pp. 325-338). Routes C and D were 
sometimes in those tables, but are usually difficult to recognize. Second, Stone has 

1. Part I. BNA Topics, Vol. 66, No. 3, pp. 29-44 (1999). 
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pointed out that during the 1850s to 1870s a few dozen shipping companies were 
numing to Havana and tJ1at "These companies were frequently reorganized, merged 
and sold" [8, pp. 276-7]. Thus, in this era, the rate tables implied that Routes A 
and B via Britain were important, although they were not used; the use of Route C 
direct from Halifax was expanding; RouteD via New York was still being developed. 

The earliest indication that Route D was important to Canada appeared in the in 
the Quebec City directories, which were published annually each June beginning 
in 1860. Their postal information included the table "Rates For Other Foreign 
Destinations" in the Americas. A similar table "By United States" also appeared 
in the Canadian Postal Guides for January 1863 and January 1867 [21-22]. Most 
mail by the United States went via New York, but not all. A wonderful cover to 
Montreal originated at Havana paid 16¢ in U.S. stamps-6¢ for incoming letters 
and 10¢ U.S. to Canada. It was endorsed "via Charleston" and entered the U.S. 
mails at Savannah 31 July, 1859, where the stamps were cancelled, and the cover 
struck with a small "Havana" straightline. It has a 4 August, 1859 Montreal 
receiver. Stone has written that the use of U.S. stamps from Cuba is very rare [8, 
p. 23]. Perhaps that rarity was not appreciated when the cover appeared in the de 
Volpi sale in 1966. The cover was not illustrated, was estimated at $45 to $60, and 
realized $16. In 1996, it reappeared in a fine collection of international mail both 
to and from the U.S. [23]. Then it was estimated at $1000 to $1600, and realized 
$2700- with the 16% fee about $4200-$4600 Canadian. In 30 years, the cover's 
value had increased nearly 300 fold! From Montreal to Cuba, a cover posted 18 
December, 1861 stamped at the 30¢ rate appeared in the Arfken sale. Canadian 
access to American routes to the West Indies and to South America was 
significantly enlarged by the Canadian Post Office in a 19 February, 1867 
announcement. The rate to the British West Indies, to St. Thomas by United 
States packet, and to Cuba was 10¢. 

At least tJtree Large Queen 10¢ rate covers are known from Nova Scotia to Cuba 
One, in the de Volpi collection, was posted 5 December, 1868 from Amherst with a 
6¢, a 3¢, and a 1¢, all pen-cancelled; a second, from the Greene collection, was 
posted 20 January, 1869 at Maitland, Hants County with a 6¢ and a pair of 2¢ has 
been di.svussed by the Duckworths [2, p. 308]; a third in the Jansen collection, was 
posted 18 March, 1870 with a 6¢, a 1¢, and two Y:z¢ . Jansen described his cover as 
carried by U.S. packet from New York, 31 March, arrived at Havana about 6 April, 
1870, and received and backstamped at Trinidad de Cuba, 9 April, 1870. The 10¢ 
rate by U.S. packets lasted tmtillate 1875. An unpaid letter from Cuba charged 10¢ 
is shown in Figure 13. Tllis cover originated with Hamel Sons & Co. in Havana on 
20 March, 1876, arrived at New York on the 23 or 26 March, 1876, and has a very 
faint Digby N .S., 1875 receiver. 

The New York to Cuba service during 1868 to 1871 has been explained in detail by 
the Duckworths [2, pp. 305-309]. Then it was weekly; by 1872 it is possible (though 
unlikely) that it may have been only every 20 days by the New York and Mexican 
Mail Steamsllip Line to Havana, Progreso, and Vera Cruz [24]. It a~pears that the 
New York P.O. rated this cover "7" due, which was a possible charge [8, p. 259], 
and that the Canadian P.O. crossed out the "7" and re-rated the cover "10" 
due- the same as Canada's rate to Cuba. Alternatively1

, the "7" might be the 
modified Nova Scotia pre-Confederation "CTS 7" h81Dmer-J.J. MacDonald's #396. 
In that case, the Canadian P.O. treated the cover as a ship letter and correctly rated 
it "7". Then, someone noticed tl1e New York Steamship letter backstamp, andre
rated the cover "10", the most common American rate for steamship letters. 

1. I am fV8leful to TI1eron Wierenga for much of thie alternative explanation. It was described 
in a 28 November , 1992 letter to me. 
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Figure 13: Pre-UPU Unpaid Letter from Cuba, before 1 October, 
187G, Chaqred lOt!. 

However, as MacDonald recorded only one strike of the "CTS 7", comparisons are 
difficult. The Halifax "CTS 12W' modified to "CTS 12" is known U8ed at Halifax 
13 May, 1872 on a cover from Cuba [25, pp. 234, 288, 294]. It is also recorded used 
on two or three other incoming Jamaican covers. 

This pre-UPU 10¢ rate to the West Indian and to other destinations via New York, 
or by other United States ports, was reduced to 8¢ on 1 October, 1875. The U.S. 
had reduced its 10¢ steamship letter rate to 5¢, on 1 July, 1875, to comply with the 
UPU rate [8, p. 290). One understanding of that new Canadian 8¢ rate would be 
that it was the U.S. 5¢ rate plus 3¢ Canadian domestic; the previous 10¢ Canadian 
rate via the U.S. had been set about 1867, when 7¢ or 7th¢ Canadian had equaled 
ten U.S. cents, allowing the Canadian P .O. both to pay the U.S. 10¢ and retain its 
3¢ domestic postage with its 10¢. A double 8¢ rate to Cuba has been illustrated and 
discussed by Arlken [3, pp. 334-335]. As can be seen in the Appendix, covers to 
Bermuda at the 10¢, 8¢ and double 8¢ rates are known: one 10¢ rate (2¢ overpaid), 
four 8¢ rates (including one stamped 16¢, but treated as a single 8¢ by the post 
offices in accounting), and two double 16¢ rates (plus the third incorrect 16¢just 
mentioned). On 1 April, 1879, that 8¢ rate via the U.S. to non-UPU destinations 
was further reduoed to 7¢. The rate to UPU members had, of course, been 5¢ since 
Canada joined the UPU on 1 August, 1878. These rare 10¢,8¢, and 7¢ rates are 
also known on trans-Pacific mail, mainly to Victoria. We shall meet these three 
rates again, as part of the rates by Route E. 

To Jamaica, as can be seen in Table I (in Part I of this article, Topics, Vol. 56, No. 
3, p. 31), letter .rates by RouteD through New York were also 10¢, then 8¢, and 
then the 5¢ UPU rate. However, by monthly British packet from Halifax
Route C-the rates were 1~, then 10¢. An example of that post-187910¢ rate is 
illustrated in Figure 3 (Part I , p. 34). A cover from the same corres_pondenoe is 
shown as Figure 14 on the next page, endorsed for RouteD, and the 0¢ rate. 

This cover was posted at Halifax on 29 January, 1881. The monthly Cunarder Beta 
had sailed 17 January, and the next direct mail on Route C was by Alpha on 14 
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Figure 14: Halifax to Jamaica, endorsed "Via N. York" -Route D. 

l . /. ·,. 
·. . . I . 

February [7]. The Mile Gully, Jamaica, 11 February, 1881 receiver on the front, 
and a Kingston, 11 February backstamp, confirm the New York route. This cover 
is one of the earliest 5¢ rates to the West Indies, and so is one of the earliest UPU 
covers to any non-European destination. 

Only two 5¢ rates to Bermuda (see Appendix) and two to Newfoundland are known 
earlier. Tl:ris cover to Jamaica was formerly in the Jarrett collection as sold by Jim 
Sissons in 1961 [26]. Seven Small Queen covers from this cotTespondence to Miss 
Musgrave in Jamaica are listed in Table III. They illustrate the use of the two 
routes by one correspondent in the first year after the south end of Route C was 
moved to Jamaica from St. Thomas. Six other covers to the West Indies are also 
listed below. All thirteen were sent after Canada joined the UPU on 1 August, 1878 
and before the Cunard contract, but the 10¢ UPU surcharge rate on Route C, ended 
on 22 July, 1886. The packet names and Halifax dates are from Arnell and 
Ludington [7]; the Kingston dates are calculated at five days after Arnell and 
Ludington's Bermuda departure dates for the packets. Thus the Kingston dates are 
approximate. For example, Alpha could not have arrived at Kingston 17 June, 
1880, if she was carrying the cover posted 31 May, 1880, since that cover was 
backstamped at Kingston, 15 June. 

Of these seven covers, Arfken identified two as having gone via the British packets 
from Halifax- the covers of 31 May, 1880 and of 19 November, 1881 [5, 6] . 
Curiously, neither was endorsed for that Route, and one was shortpaid. A third 
cover-that of 29 May, 1884-also went via Route C; it-and its delightfully 
nuanced endorsement-were illustrated and discussed in Part I. Three other covers 
were prepaid 10¢ for Route C, but were endorsed for New York and }\outeD: 
6 December, 1879, 13 February, 1880, and 30 June, 1880. The last cover may have 
been on Alpha when she left Halifax 5 July, stopped at Bermuda 9 July, and arrived 
at Kingston about five days later. The cover's 14 July, 1880 Jamaican receiver fits 
nicely with those dates. However, Arfken did not include it, and the cover was 
endorsed via New York. Of the seven covers, only the two illustrated in Figures 3 
and 14 are correctly endorsed and prepaid for a Route. Since they are the latest 
two, it seems this correspondent found the routes and rates confusing. 

From Jamaica to Canada, 1878-1886, at least six covers have survived: 15 August, 
1878 to British Columbia by RouteD; 20 September, 1880 to Halifax by RouteD; 
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Table ill: Letter Covers from Canada to the West Indies, August 1878 to 
July 1886. 

From Destination Poetage an. d Packets Tranalta Provenanef{a) 
(Receiver) Mari.inp T.ilf.':.'= and Sources 

Klnpton 
Part A: The Miss Musgrave Correspondence to Jamaica. 
1 6 Dec. 1879 Mil!l . .Gni!Y 101! SQ 23 Dec. 79- de Vol~i lot 85: 

Halifax (21 Dec. 79) "Via N'ew 1 Jttn. 80 M 229 1147, 
York" Beia 18-5-89 (S•verts) 

2 13 .f!iJb. 1880 Mii~LGully 
Hal1lilx (23 t 'eb.) 

5¢ x 2 20-29 Feb. de Volp\' II lot 30; 
"via New York" Beia Luseey ot 367 

3 31 May 1880 Mile Gully_ 3¢ x 3, 1¢ 7-17 June Kingston [1) Pttrt II~ P.· 216.j~ 
Halifax (16 J un. 80) Alpha 16 ~une Cv 389 28t, 9-ll·oo 

4 30 J une 1880 
Halifax 

5 19 ~ov. 1880 
Halifax 

Mile GullY 
(16 J uly 80) 

Kinllllton 
(1 Dec. 80) 

3¢ X 3 1¢ 6·14 July 
uvi'a New York" Alpha 

IS UT" 
u~li" blu ?, 
"5" blue~ 

21·29 Nov. 
Beta 

6 29 Jan. 1881 Mile Gully 5¢, "via N. 14·23 Feb. 
Halifax (11 Feb. 81) York" Alpha 

7 29 May 1884 Manderville 5¢ x 2, (b) 2-10 June 
Halifax (11 June) endorSed, Alpha 

uJ!lmoiffi[ 
TrttnBit 

Part B: Additional Letter Covers 
8 12 ~ar. 1881 Capt. J .B. 6¢ x 2, 3¢, J4-23 

Halifax Marsh l¢ x 2, "40" March 
Barg.Vihilia? red Alpha 
&rliadoa "f(/" black 
(29 March) 

9 17 fiug. 1882 Reg. of Deeds 10¢ 28 Aug.· 
'(Y.a a<;cburg Kinljton G SepE. Beta 

1tar10 (yes 

10 ~~~~82 Wm. Le Blttnc 2¢ x 2#!¢, A7p1t~ Jan. 83 
eeL . IC lOt Br~ Canaclittn ~ w· H' 1111 . 83) 0 • -

ul.m 
11 BaJIUJ. 1883 Capt.. D. 6(1 }j-~4 . Jan 83 

U1urel, ret.IOney, pta 
New c 1. ChasE 
Brw1swick Seaumel?, 

Havana 
(none) 

12 7? Oct. 1883 Mrs. Burfee 35 X 2, 23-31 Oct. 
§r 17'? Oct. ~ B .?.?. " amoij:11/ Beia 

oint J ohn? or hr. j Ceb· Trans1t 
Halifax? Capt.-·-

Geor~Lown 
Brititi 1Guittna 
(20? Nov. 83) 

13 9 June 1885 
Toronto 

J ttnJoica 30 June-
9 July Alpha 

Kin Baton 
14 J uly 

~<jru:s~lf~); 
!l . 265; 

e~~ht 1159 
LuBSey lol 366 

H lot 1414, 25-4-87 

~q~~~'Y6; r~1_p. 30; 
%!tken lot 1160 

none r26) 
Figure 14, p. 23 

Kin~ton C NY lot 299, 2-2-94; U J~~~ & Figure 3, PL. I, p. 34 

St. Thomas ~71; 
20 Mar. v lot c200, 4-12-98; 

· gure 18, p. :n 

N. York; Arfken lot 1161 
!Fottnish 

1%;t. 
[28) 

SointJohn 
3 Jan. 83 

[29) 

Halifax mclot670; 
14 Octgi p.261 
-?? N 
16 Oct.; 
Kingston 
1 Nov. 

Ayre lot 709 

(ab) Sour!X'B;IJB for Bermuda table in the Appel\dix (cf. pp. 39, 40). 
( ) TI1e 29 May, 1884 cover was originally endorsed "VIa N. York", then the endorsement was 

chttnged to "by direct moil • S. S. Alpha". 
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27 August, 1884 registered to Hechler in Halifax by RouteD; 9 September, 1884 to 
Halifax via New York; October 1884 to Halifax via New York; and last, 1884 to 
Halifax, route unknown, but the same correspondence (Hechler (?)) as the 
previous cover1

• Of the six covers, at least five went via New York. If one considers 
these six inward covers together with the seven Musgrave covers, and with the two 
others to Jamaica in Part B of Table III, we see that of the 16 covers between 
Jamaica and Canada during 1878 and 1886, at least 10 went via Route D. Only 
three of the 16 covers are confirmed by Route C. Even moving the southern 
terminus of Route C to Jamaica had not made Route C the principal route for the 
Jamaica-Canada mail. It appears that as early as c1881, RouteD via New York had 
become the more important route. 

If we enlarge our sample to include letter covers to and from other West Indies, the 
pattern seems the same. However, only four covers to other West Indian 
destinations are recorded in Part B of tlte table above. The two early 6¢ rate covers 
to Cuba, 26 December, 1882 [28] and 3 Jan1.18IY, 1883 [29] were clearly endorsed for 
New York; the one to Barbados was also by New York, and as we shall see below, 
it went by Route E. Only the cover to British Guiana went by Route C, and it poses 
a problem. It was paid only 6¢-4¢ too little for Route C, yet no postage was due. 
Why? The "Jamaica/Transit" is evidence that it arrived by Route C. Arfken gave 
17 October, 1883, Saint John as the cover's origin, which fits with Beta's 23 to 31 
October, 1883 dates; this writer's viewing notes of this cover from the Ayre sale 
include backstamps of Saint John, 7 October, Halifax, 14 October, and - ?? NS, 16 
October. What happened? Perhaps the cover was intended for, even en route to, 
New York and Route D, but that service was disrupted. Perhaps the P.O. 
redirected the cover to Halifax and Route C, and allowed the short payment. 

From tlte otl1er British Westlndies to Canada, during 1878-1886, at least 12 covers 
have survived. A 1979 Sissons lot included ones from Trinidad in 1878 (perhaps not 
post-UPU), Antigua in 1879, and British Guiana registered in 1881; neither the 
Canadian destinations nor the ro•ttes were given. Another registered cover from 
British Guiana is in the C. R. McGuire Collection. It was posted 24 August, 1880, 
has a New York transit of 22 September, and a Prescott receiver of 26 September. 
The de Volpi sale of inward covers in 1966 included several large lots and foreign 
West Indies, as well as covers from Trinidad in 1883 (4d stamp), British Honduras 
in 1884 (registered), Tobago in 1884 (4d + 1d stamps), and Barbados in 1886 (a 1d 
unsealed envelope); again neither the Canadian destination nor the route were 
given in the catalogue. From Bahamas, a cover was sent 14 October, 1884 
registered to Hechler in Halifax; the route is not given. From Barbados, in addition 
to the one de Volpi cover, another four or five covers are recording during this era. 
One was posted 22 September, 1880 at Barbados to Arichat Nova Scotia endorsed 
"p S .S . Muriel", of the Quebec Steamship Line, and has a New York transit. 
Another three were in the Colin Bayley collection (as was an 1879 cover to 
Newfoundland, and about 16 pre-UPU covers). All three were by the QSS via New 
York: 7 July, 1880 to St. Athanase, "PerStr. Flamborough" via New York, 13 July; 
31 May, 1882 to Prince Edward Island, 17 June endorsed "Muriel via New York", 
15 June; and 6 January,1886, to Pictou, Nova Scotia,?? January via New York, 21 
January, (also, c(. the discussion of the cover illustrated in Figure 18 with respect 
to Route E) [30, lots 1224, 1234, and 1260]. An 1886 Barbados cover to Canada also 
exists, but details are not available, and it may be after Route C was interrupted in 

1. Siegel, llllle 762, lot 2375, 29-9-93; Ea lot 667, 16-6-95; the writer'a collection, Wild Rose 
Philatelic Auctions, Alberta, lot # 688 (llllle date?, 1992 or 1993); [32, lot 2429]; and for tlte 
last two covers one Spinks lot. Oote 1999). 

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1999/ NO 4 25 



mid-18861
• Of these 12 to 14 covers, from seven colonies, during August 1878 to 

July 1886, none are confirmed by Route C; five are confirmed by Route D. 

From Jamaica to Canada at least two covers with Boston transits are known. One 
was posted at Kingston, 22 November, 1898, and has backstamps of Boston, 30 
November, Hamilton, Ont.,1 December, and Berlin, Ont.,1 December,1898. The 
second cover dates from 1895. Perhaps the Jamaican P.O. merely put its Ontario 
mail in the Boston bag for the New York steamer. Or perhaps Jamaica contracted 
for service via Boston. Perhaps a Boston stop was a variation of Route D. A 
Canadian 5¢ cover to Bermuda, #56 in the appendix, also has a Boston transit. 

Variations of RouteD are apparent in the mail to Bahamas. For example, c1876, 
a New York-Savannah-Nassau service existed [31]. About the mid-1880s, the New 
York, Savannah and Nassau Mail Steamship Company had a New York-Nassau
Cuba service [32, p. 23]. At least 11 pre-UPU Small Queen covers to Bahamas 
exist-ten of them from Toronto or St. Catharines to G. S. St. John in Nassau: a 
quadruple rate, 2 December, 1875, a double rate a day earlier, and then at least 
eight single rates, seven during 5 to 26 January and one of 10 February, 1876. At 
least five covers from Bahamas during 1863 and 1865 are known: 19 January, 1863 
to Gaspe; 9 February, 1863 to Montreal (b/s), returned 31 May; 11 February, 1865 
to Montreal (b/s) "Per Canard via New York", "ADV" and returned 15 June, 1865; 
1865 to New Brunswick, "Postage not Paid" and offered as ex-Confederate States; 
and 22 July, 1865 to Halifax, Nova Scotia (b/s)2

• 

1. 

2. 

26 

Figure US: Canada to Bahamas, via New York and Route D . 

.. ..... -... . . -

In addition to the de Vopli, McGuire and Bayley collections; J .N. Sissons sale 397, lot 266, 
14-11-79; [32, lot 2164); C RL lot 107, 24-10-89; Western Auctions, Britain 919/929,lot 109, 
23-4-94 

[32,lots 2135, 2136, 2137] and The Philatelist and PHJGB, Dec. 1998; Argyll Etk.in Ltd. ad 
in The London Philatelist, #260, Nov. 1998, p.18; Spinks 1224, 1ot 1600,9-11-99. 
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In contrast, although 5¢ was the rate to the Bahamas for twenty years-! August, 
1878 until Imperial Penny Postage on 25, December, 1898-only five 5¢ covers are 
recorded. One is shown in Figure 15. 

This cover was posted at Carleton Place, Ontario, 11 February, 1890, and was 
backstamped New York, 12(?) February and Bahamas, 27 February, 1890. Other 
5¢ UPU Small Queen covers have been recorded, 3 April, 1893 from Summerside, 
PEI, 1¢ x 2 on 3¢ stationery, and 1896, 2¢ + 3¢. As well, two slightly late 5¢ 
Diamond Jubilee covers, 9 February, 1898 and 28 June, 1898, both ex-Montreal, 
have been recorded. The 5¢ UPU rate is rarer than the pre-UPU rate! 

After about 1896, covers often lack New York transits. Such a cover, to Haiti, is 
shown in Figure 16. 

·~ · · 

.. ... ... 
... 

Figure 16: Letter to Haiti, via New York. 

., 

This cover was posted at Sherbrooke, Quebec, 21 June, 1897-the Monday after the 
Saturday release of the Diamond Jubilee stamps. It has a partial Haiti July 
receiver. A similar 5¢ Maple Leaf cover is in the C.R. McGuire collection. It was 
posted 27 June, 1898 at Orangeville, Ont. to Miss Musgrave at St. Vincent. The 
cover has a 16 July, 1898 receiver. From the Route C sailing dates compiled by 
Kilbourne Bump (see Part I , P· 41), we know that the cover did not go by Route C, 
and the cover is endorsed "V1a New York". Nevertheless, the cover does not have 
a New York backstamp. The New York service-Route D-had expanded as had all 
shipping and postal connections. By the 1890s, virtually all Canadian mail to the 
West Indies went via New York. 

Route E - Via New York and either St. Thomas or Havana, and then 
onward by British Packet 
Carstairs described his Route E as "Overland to New York, then by British Packet, 
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, to St. Thomas for distribution to all the 
Islands "about twice a month" [1, part 3, p. 216]. However, it appears from Stone's 
book that that precise Royal Mail Steam Packet Company (RMSP) route existed 
only from 184 7 to 1850, and a similar Cunard service during 1850 to 1854. A more 
likely Route E was by U.S. mail between New York and Havana, and connecting at 
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Havana witl1 tl1e RMSP between St. Thomas and Havana. That route existed 1850 
to 1877 [8, pp. 263 -265]. The U.S. also had a direct mail connection to St. Thomas. 
From 1865 to 1875, ilie United States and Brazil Mail Steamship Company stopped 
at St. Thomas [8, pp. 262, 271); iliat was Carstairs's Route I [1, part 6, p. 10). From 
St. Thomas, connections to other islands were by British packet. Mail on Route I 
was monthly- less frequent than Route E. In the 1870s, the rate structure both on 
Route E and on Route I with onward British service would have been ilie same: 
Canada's U.S. packet rate plus the British packet postage. 

Table IV: New Brunswick Cents Issue Covers to the British West Indies. 

From Destination Postage and Alpha St. Provenance (a) 

(Receiver) Markings dates: Thomas and Sources 
HalHax- Transit 
St. Thomas 

29 Mar. 1864 Mess. Barclays 10~x2 + 2¢; 31 Mar.- ~1,p. 168]; 
Saint John and McDonald? "8 12 April 12April mnti lot 334; 

Jamaica S NY lot 155 
(20 April 64) 

20 Nov. 1866 James Domville, 10~x2 + 2¢· 9 Dec. - 17 Dec. B1, P,.168)£ 
Saint John Barbados "8 " 1" ' 17 Dec. ale-Li.lo 895, 

(21 Dec. 65) "Via Halifax" 23-5-69· 
SG L lot 40 15-9-
77 (Cartier); 

Capex'96 
frame2326 

5 Dec.l865 James Domville, 10f X 2 + 9 Dec. - 17 Dec. SG NY lot 177 
Saint John Barbados 12~ x2· 17 Dec. 

(21 Dec. 65) "1/4 "2'1 

19 Jan. 1866 James Domville, 12'"h¢ + 5¢ X 2 2 Feb.- Dale-Li., lot 551 
Saint John Barbados + 2¢c612, 12 Feb. 20-11-68· 
or St. (5 Feb. 66) 17¢? lost· Sg 685 898, 23-
George? "114"'! "2"' 10-87 (Carr?{" s 498 143, 5- 2-

89(Palmer)· 
F lot 1113, {6-1-96; 
SA lot 12113-4-99 
(Chuan) 

31 Jan.t866 James Domville, 10(1 + 5¢ X 2 2 Feb.- yes Bl p.168]· 
SaintJo n Barbados + 2¢· 12 Feb. iti'e-Li. lot550, 

(21 Feb. 66) "8" '11" 20-11-68· 
Kan. ' 81" 
C NYlot242, 

2-2-94; 
SA lot 12113-4-99 
(Chuan) 

James Domville, 10¢ X 3 + 22May- ~3], colour photo; 
Barbados 12V2(1 X 2, 3June; ale-Li. 
(20 June GG) a 1q~ or 12'"h¢ 20June- lot 394, 27-1-70 

lost · !July 
"2f' "3" 

(a) Sources: as for Bermuda table in tJ1e Appendix (cf pp. 39, 40). Additionally: "Dale-Li."- Dale-
Lichtenstein, H.R. Harmer New York. 

(b) 19 Jan 66. 1he "1/4" and "2"' accountin~d due marks confirm this as a double rate cover, 
which would have been prepaid 44¢. en auctioned in 1968 and in 1989, the cover was 
described as lacking a stamp, &td a piece of the envelope appeared cut away from the UR; 

(c) 
when auctioned in 1996 and in 1999, it was described as with a 6¢ and a 12'"h¢ stamps added. 
June 66. The "2/" and "3" accounting and due marks confirm this ae a triple rate cover, which 
would have been prepaid 66¢. Now it is 11¢ short. The position of the 1866 filing notation 
shows that if the cover had been fully prepaid, a 10¢ or a 12'"h¢ stamp had fallen off before the 
notation was written. 
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Apparently, pre-Confederation New Brunswick arranged to send its BWI mail via 
Route E-even though Route C through Halifax was closer and cheaper! In the 
1860s our old friend Route C from Halifax ended at St. Thomas. Nova Scotia used 
Route C, and its rate from outside Halifax was 13Vz¢ which was the 4d stg. sea 
postage plus 5¢ domestic. One would expect New Brunswick's route and rate to 
have been the same. But they were not! New Brunswick announced a 22¢ rate to 
the West Indes in October 1862 [11, p.162). Six New Brunswick Cents Issue covers 
exist at tlus 22¢ rate, or at multiples of22¢. Most have an "8" stg (17¢) accounting 
mark, and a "1" stg due on delivery mark, or multiples of8d and of 1d. These six 
covers are listed opposite in Table IV. 

The "8" stg probably was for two British routes. But which two? Could one of 
tl1em been American? The despatch, transit, and receiving dates of these six covers 
are on the backs, and often not given by auctioneers. The dates recorded suggest 
that three of the six covers got to St. Thomas via Halifax. The other three, which 
may not have St. Thomas backstamps, probably were sent on a variation of Route 
E- for which the charge was 8d stg. Two of the six covers lack a stamp, or have 
replacement stamps. 

The Province of Canada announcement on 19 February, 1867 of 10¢ rates by New 
York to the British West Indies, to Cuba, and to St. Thomas by United States 
packet, also included news of a 34¢ rate to St. Thomas via Havana and to other 
foreign West Indies. Via Havana was Route E; the 34¢ rate was probably the 10¢ 
for U.S. service and 24¢ or 1/ stg onward by British mail. By the early 1870s, that 
rate structure for Canadian letters by Route E becomes more apparent. These rates 
are shown in Table I (Part I, p. 31). The rate consisted of two parts: first, the 
Canadian rate for service by the U.S. P.O. on Route D- 10¢ until autumn 1875, 
then 8¢ until 1 April, 1879 or until both Canada and the destination were in the 
UPU, and then 7¢ to a non-UPU member; second, the British charge, which was 
usually 4d (8¢), or c1870 1/ (24¢) to foreign destinations. Thus from the early 1870s 
tl1e rates on Route E were 18¢ (10¢ + 8¢ or 4d), then from late 1873 21¢ (perhaps 
10¢ + 3¢ domestic Canadian + 8¢ or 4d), then from late 1875 16¢ (8¢ + 8¢ or 4d), 
and from 1 April, 1879- to non-UPU destinationa--15¢ (7¢ + 8¢ or 4d). 

Altl1ough no 18¢ rate cover has been recorded, the correspondence during 1874-75 
of about ten covers from Norwich, Ontario to George Polton at Plantain Garden, 
Jamaica perhaps should have been paid 18¢. All were prepaid with four 3¢ SQ, the 
12¢ rate for Route C from Halifax, but most were endorsed to the Atlas Line from 
New York. The Canadian P .O. forwarded the letters to New York and credited "7" 
to the U.S. P .O., perhaps tlllnking that the 10¢ rate via RouteD applied. However, 
the Atlas Line sailed to Havana [8), and so the covers were unpaid the 4d from 
Havana to Jamaica. Arlken wrote about this correspondence and concluded that 
tl1at 4d was due, plus 1d or 2d Jamaican internal postage, so most of the ten or so 
covers were "6d" due [6] in Jamaica. 

One 16¢ rate cover is known [3, pp. 335 ff. ] (and is illustrated in Figure 17, by the 
courtesy of Charles G. Firby Auctions). It was posted at Arichat, Novll Scotia, 13 
October, 1876 to Point Peter, Guadeloupe, endorsed "Via Halifax", where it was 
backstamped 16 October. Beta, the next Halifax packet, did not leave until 30 
October, so the Halifax P .0. sent the letter via New York with a red credit of "13" 
cents. The New York date stamp appears to be 26 October, and the cover has a St. 
Thomas backstamp of 7 November, 1876. Had it waited in Halifax for Beta, the 
cover would have arrived at St. Thomas about 8 November-only a day later. The 
United States and Brazil Line had stopped at St. Thomas until 1875, and the 
Quebec Steamslup company frow New York to St. Thomas did not start until1877 
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Figure 17: Pre-UPU Letter to Guadeloupe, via New York and St. 
Thomas-Route E. 

Figure 18: Pre-UPU Letter to Barbados, via New York and St. 
Thomas-Route E. 

' .. 
.. ... ·' 

_.~ .. . ···;,.~ ... 'P 
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[8, p. 12], so this cover probably got to St. Thomas by irregular packet [8, p.12]. 
This cover has a fine provenance. It was in the de Volpi collection sale (lot 63) in 
1966; estimated at $60 to $75 it realized $100. It reappeared in the Lussey sale in 
1983 (lot 356), estimated at $300 and realized $325; it appeared again in the Arfken 
sale (lot 1120) estimated at $3000, and realized US$3250, almost $5000 Canadian. 

The 16¢ rate largely disappeared from the Official Canadian Postal Guide when 
Canada joined the UPU. The few destinations that remained at 16¢ were reduced 
to 15¢ on 1 April1879. This 15¢ rate was discussed by Carstairs who pointed out 
that it applied to non-UPU members such as Grenada, St. Lucia, Tobago, and the 
Windward Islands, and that an additional charge was levied on delivery [1, part 3, 
p. 217]. When Cunard moved Route C's southern terminus from St. Thomas 
westward to Jamaica in January 1880, the route became less accessable to these 
eastern islands. They became more dependent on New York, and on Route E. One 
example of this 15¢ rate-to Barbados in the Windward Islands-is shown in 
Figure 18. 

This cover could be restored at the right: perhaps a quarter inch added, and a 3¢ 
Small Queen placed tmder the damaged one. But two friends of philately have 
pointed out that the damage is part of the cover's story. It and four other 1880s 
"damaged and tatty" covers, all in a Sissons lot in 1972 [27], exist to Capt. Marsh 
in distant placefr-Argentine, Uruguay, Cape Colony, and Ceylon. The Captain was 
not a delicate letter opener; perhaps he was hungry for news from home. Jim 
Sissons accurately described Capt. Marsh's covers- they are damaged and tatty. 
Additionally, tltese Small Queen covers to him and many of his covers back to Mrs. 
Marsh in Economy, Nova Scotia have brown Scotch Tape marks, probably from a 
family scrapbook. Despite their rough treatment--or perhaps because it-these 
covers have character. This cover (and the 16¢ rate cover above) also have great 
colour, and tltey are the only recorded examples of the 15¢ and 16¢ rates. Does that 
rarity justify collecting a cover thi<J condition? 

When posted at Halifax 2 March, 1881, tJris cover was prepaid 15¢ for the New York 
and St. Thomas route to ilie non-UPU West Indies-Route E. The monthly Halifax 
packet Alpha had sailed 14 February, and would not leave Halifax again until14 
March. Additionally, as noted above, a year earlier the southern end of Alpha's 
Route C was moved further away from Barbados. Had the letter been held for the 
14 March Halifax packet, it would have arrived in Jamaica (further away from 
Barbados than St. Thomas) abqut 24 March. By New York and Route E, it arrived 
in St. Thomas, and was backstamped four days earlier- 20 March. From St. 
Thomas, the cover was carried to Barbados by British packet. The 4d (or 8¢) was 
credited to Britain by the red "40" which was 40 French centimes, the UPU's 
accounting currency. Similar red marks--"10", "30", "45" (and multiples), and 
"50" -are known on Canadian covers to Cape Colony, New Zealand, and Australia 
[34,35] . The cover has a 29 March, 1881 receiver. In Barbados, "1d" (the long 
black pen mark) internal postage was due, exactly as Carstairs anticipated-for the 
15¢ rate! When Barbados joined the UPU on 1 September, 1881, the accounting 
and charges at delivery ended, and the rate via New York was reduced to the 5¢ 
UPU rate. Many aspects of this cover are extremely rare, even unique. 

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1999/ NO 4 31 



As we saw above on p. 25, two covers from Barbados to Canada are known in July 
and in September 1880. Like the Small Queen cover above, these two covers (and 
the 1879 cover to NewfOtmdland in the Bayley collection) were sent before Barbados 
joined the UPU. Thus, like the Small Queen cover, all three were rated with 
additional postage due on delivery. The two to Canada are endorsed by Muriel and 
Flamborough- both were ships of the Quebec Steamship Company (QSS). The 
British P.O. in St. Thomas had closed in 1877, and St. Thomas may not even have 
been on this QSS route. The cover in Figure 19 illustrates some of these changes in 
routes, rates, regulations, destinations, and contracts. 

Figure 19: Barbados UPU Surcharge Rate Letter, "Forwarded ... Per 
Quebec S. S. Co" on Route E. 

. .. 
---...: ~:1!:~ . ,, ., 

rER QUEBEC S.S.CO'S; STEAMER. 

~ .. .. . ... .. . . 

Perhaps confused by the changes, the sender had this cover "Forwarded By Dacosia 
& Co" who directed it "Per Quebec S.S. Co". The cover was posted 6 January, 1885, 
and has backstamps of New York, 21 January and Pictou, N.S ., ?? Jan. 1885. This 
cover was one of three 4d rate covers to Canada in the Barbados collection of Colin 
Bayley. From Canada, the equivalent rate by Route Cor other British routes was 
10¢- the authorized UPU surcharge rate. But no such Canadian 10¢ UPU 
surcharge rate cover to Barbados has been recorded. Indeed, in the generation from 
Confederation to the 1890s, the cover in Figure 18 is the only recorded Canadian 
cover to Barbados. In contrast, the Bayley collection had eight covers to Canada 
during 1868 to 1890. From the 1890s, he had about six covers to Canada [301. 
Similarly, about six Small Queen covers to Barbados in the 1890s based on the 5¢ 
UPU rate are known. Curiously, only two of them are 5¢ covers! Four of the six 
are registered! The frankings include two with registered letter stamps (one a 
double with 11¢ of Small Queens and two 2¢ registered letter stamps), a single 10¢ 
Small Queen, and a single 15¢ Large Queen. A lovely illustrated 5¢ Diamond 
Jubilee cover was in the Gerry Wellburn collection. 

However, as with Haiti, the route of Diamond Jubilee covers is usually w1certain. 
After the early 1880s, Route E seems to have disappeared, to have become part of 
the cluster of New York routes- part of Carstairs' Route D. Its philatelic 
significance is pre-UPU. In addition to the covers discussed or just mentioned 
above to ten destinations-Bermuda, Jamaica, Turks Islands, Cuba, British Guiana, 
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Bahamas, Haiti, St. Vincent, Barbados, and Guadeloupe-Canadian pre-Imperial 
Penny Postage covers of the 1890s are known to Martinique, St. Thomas, British 
Honduras, Trinidad, Grenada, and Saint Lucia. Covers to other destinations 
probably exist. Additionally, inward covers are known from others islands. 

Conclusion 
Perhaps Route E is tl1e best example of Carstairs' routes clarifying rates. Amid the 
complexity, and even confusion, of Canadian letter rates to the West Indies, 
especially c1872 to c1882, his structure explains most rates and offers a philatelic 
significance to the rates. Additionally, a focus on Route C as George Arfken 
sug~ested, allows a philatelic pattern to emerge. Route E and Route C both 
dimmished in importance as the New York shipping lines-RouteD-developed. 
By the early 1880s, Route E and its complicated rates had largely disappeared. 
Perhaps Route E was not so much a route as a rate structure. After 1886, Route C's 
value to Canada was only regional, even local. More generally, the closing of the 
British P.O. at St. Thomas, ilie standardization and simplification ofrates and mail 
handling tl1at came wiili ilie UPU, and tile growth of alternative shipping lines had 
changed postal communication. Perhaps Routes C and E were part of a shipping 
and communication technology and of an imperial network that were being 
displaced, or was adapting. 

In botll BNA and BWI philately, a significant literature exists on the Cunard service 
between Halifax and the BWI via Bermuda-Carstair's Route C. However, 
philatelists of Canada have missed, or at least w1derappreciated, two points about 
Route C. First, it had an importance to Nova Scotia and to the rest of Atlantic 
British North America that it did not to Canada. Confederation changed the 
definition of Canada, not the use of Route C. Second, the end of the Cunard 
contract in 1886, was only an interruption. Route C was resumed by Pickford & 
Black two years later. They used the same route as Cunard- Halifax-Bermuda
Turks Islands-Jamaica. They even used Cunard's ships-Alpha and Bela. In 1890, 
they established a second route to the smaller eastern Caribbean Islands. That 
route largely paralleled Cunard's pre-1880 Route C. Thus Pickford & Black 
restarted both variations of Cunard's Route C. The Canadian Post Office gave 
Pickford & Black an international contract, perhaps two, in the same era that it 
gave two Pacific Ocean contracts: to Canadian Pacific for east Asia in 1887, and to 
James Huddart for Australasia in 1893. Like those two Canadian trans-Pacific 
routes, these two Canadian Caribbean routes deserve philatelic attention. 
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back-issues of Topics not presently in stock, there is another option. 

The American Philatelic Research Library (P.O. Box 8000, State College, 
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first 8 pages and then 20 cents per page after that. plus a US$3 surcharge 
for non APS members 
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ApP-endix: 
Letter Covers from British North America to Bermuda, 1861 • 1898 

From o-tlnatlon 
(Receiver) 

Poetage, 
Mar.ldnp, 
End one
menta 

Packet 
Dates: 
Halifax
St. 
Thomas 

New 
York or 
(other) 
Trlllllllt 
Cancel• 

Provenance 
and Sources 

1 Mar. 1852 Jo. H. Goshing 
Charlotte- Hamilton 
town (none) 

stampless- 24-29 Mar. <Halifox) F lot 1235, 
"Paid 3" cy, U!vantine 10 Mar. 16-1-95 
"More-To-
Pay 4" stg 

2 1856 
Halifox 

Bermuda stampless -
(maybe) "4 "d stg. 

3 7 Mar. 1861 
Halifox 

Rev. W. Holden 8 1h¢ 
H.M. Convict Ship 

4 27 Feb. 1862 
Campobello, 
New 
Brunswick 

Tenedos 
(none) 

John H. Robinson 
Midshipman, 
H.M.S. Nile 
Bermuda 
or elsewhere 

5 1 May 1863 Rev. W. Holden 
Halifox Boas Island 

(none) 

6 7 Jtme 1864 
Halifox Bermuda 

(21 June) 

7 4 Mar. 1867 Mesa. Rebecca, 
Halifox Esq. 

8 26 Mar. 1867 Edward Ha~es 
Kentville N.S. Ireland Island 

(none) 

9 3 May 1867 ?ebbeca Haynes 
Halifox HM Dockyara 

10 ? Dec. 1867 Mrs. Edward 
Halifox Haynes 

DoCk.Y.ard 
(none?) 

11 24 Feb. 1868 Mrs. W. Black? 
Saint John Hamilton 

(none) 

12 10 Mar. 1869 Miss Hale 
and Hamilton 
8 A_pr. 1869 (none) 

Quebec City 

12'h¢, 1¢, 
[a2na lf 

is lost 
"4" 

stampless 
"B"d 
"Mathilde" 
(ship letter) 
10¢ 

12'h¢, 1¢ 

6¢_LQx4 
"Via 
Halifox"(c) 

13 16 Nov. 1869 J.W. Brackenbury 121M !-Q 
Halifox HMS Royal Alfrid P.~ist" 

9- 14 Mar. 
Delta 

8-13 Mar. 
Merlin 

30Apr.- 4 
M~_Delta 
28May-3 

June Alpha 
23-28June 
Alpha 

1-6 Mar. 
Alpha 

28Mar. -
2Apr. 
Alpha 

23-28May 
Alpha 

5-10 Dec. 
Delta 
2- 6Jan. 
Alpha 

none 

(Saint 
John) 
3Mar. 

none 

none 

(Halifox) 
26Mar. 

27 Feb. - none 
5Mar. 

Alpha 

??-10 Apr. (Halifox, 
Alpha twice) 
24-28Apr. 
Alpha 

7-120ct. 
Alpha 
2-?Dec. 
Delta 

PJ lot 16, 30-4-76, 
buyer Dr. Clark 
[11, facing p. 193; 
Ar_genti lot 664; 
[31J 

M 31187,8-10-96 

Arflnti lot 665; 

J& tlot64, 
15-9-77 (Cartier) 

[371, p.67; 
Ludington lot 69 

Capex'96 
frame 2320? 

~nti lot 680; 

HR lot 642, spring 
196{1; 
Clot 1199, 4-10·84 
Ar.aenti lot 666; 
[36] 

s 498 116 ... 6-12-89; 
F lot 111:<:, 16-1 

-95; 
Capex'96, frame 

1077· 
SA lot' 118, 13-4-99 

Ludington lot 918 

s 305 251,17-11-71 
(Firth)· 
r2J,J?.. sbo; 
Cv 389 164,9-11-
86 (Carstairs); 
Leggett? 

-~~-~~-~~~~-.J~~?:~~;~~~ ..... ~~~-~~---··J:~~P.~i~~---··············-~~~J~~-~?.~~~~: .. 
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Postage, Packet New 
From Destination Markings, Dates: York or Provenance 

(Receiver) Endorse- Halifax· (other) and Sources 
ments St. Transit 

Thomas Cancels 

16 28 Mar. 1874 John Swainson 6¢ 23-27 Mar. Capex'96 
Halifax Alf.:ha frame 1113 

2 ·24 Apr. 
Alpha 

16 19 Apr. 1876 John R. Swainson? 6¢ 
St. Georges 

19·23 Apr. [1, part 3, p. 216) 
Halifax Alpha 

17 5 May 1875 G.B. Sanders 3!'1 pair 18·22 May none w; Halifax Army Medical "Jler HMS Beta 4• 
Dept. ( oyalist?)" Hien lot 1024 

18 11 May 1875 Surgeqn Sanders 3pairx2 18·22 May 20M~ [4)-
Halifax Army Medical " ' red "2" Beta New ork Arf'ken lot 1025 

Dept blue, "Via 
New-York" 

61 27 Dec. 1876 Mrs. Gugy 10~, 3¢ X 2, 2-5 Jan. ?Jan. M 348 1301, 19·1-
(d) Quebec City Hamilton " (5 red, Beta 2000 

"2" blue 

62 10 Jan. 1876 Conrnd Gugy 6¢,3¢ X 2, 24-28Jan. M 348 1288, 19-1-
(dJ Quebec City Hamilton 2¢ X 2, "10" Beta 2000 

red, "4" blue 

63 7 Feb. 1876 ConrllCl Gugy 5¢ LQ,3¢, 21-25 Feb. M 347 1078, 19-1-
(d) Quebec City Hrunilton 1¢, "5" red, Beta 2000 

"2" blue 

64 2 May 1876 
(d) Quebec City 

Conrad Gugy 
Hamilton 

3¢ X 2,1¢ X 

2, "5" red, 
16-19 May 
Beta 

M 348 1203, 19-1-
2000 

"2" blue 
rt. enders. (e) 

19 Oct . 1876 
Halifax 

George B. Sanders, 3!'1 x 2, 2¢ 2·6 Oct . 
Beta; 
300ct. 
-3 Nov. 
Beta 

Li 24 1038, 25-9-99 
Boaz Island "5" red 
(none) "Per 

20 10 Jan. 1878? Conrnd Gugy 
1880 in error? Hamilton 

Quebec City (none) 

21 Aug. ? 1880 Augystus Paschal 
Tracailie? St . Geor~es 
(N.S.) ( ? Sept .. Ham.? 

22 17 Jan. 1881 
Halifax 

23 19 Sept. 1882 
Halifax 

24 29 Oct. 1882 
Halifax 

duplex #2, or NY?, 
and a 2nd cds) 

Mrs. Aug.Paschal 
St. Geor~es 
(20 Jan. t . Geo.) 

N.A Butterfield 
Hamilton 
(28 Sept. St. Geo.) 

J .S. O'Bryw1 
St. Geor~ 
(5 Nov. ·u on 
& St. Georges) 

Steamer 
Cwtima 
from 
New York 
Oct 12'"n6" 

2¢ x 2, 3¢ x 22-27 Jan. 13 Jan. ~ c1976; 
4 "10"red Beta NewYork [3~] 
"4" blue ' 
no markings 30 Aug. • 2 (Halifax) S 316 36 9-8-72· 

Sept. Beta 18? 28? Cv lot 11!6, 4-12-98 
Aug.? 

no markings 17-21 Jan. 
Beta 

Arfken lot 1026 

"Per RMS 25-28Sept. none Lues~ lot 343; 
"Beta" Alpha M 30 577, 22-11-

95 

"Via NXQrk" 23-27 Oct. 24 Oct. Lee lot 686, 30-6-
Alpha (sic) 81· 

s 414 345, 19-1-82; 
~&285); 

en lot 1027 
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From 

65 8 Dec. 1882 
ldJ HaHfax 
25 17 Nov. 1883 

Halifax 

26 Apr. 1884 
VictOria B.C. 

27 14 Dec. 1885 
Halifax 

28 8 Feb. 1886 
Halifax 

29 1 Nov. 1886 
Brock ville 

Destinat ion 
(Receiver) 

Hrunill.on 

M.R. Wl ti tters 
Hrunilton 
(St. Geo.) 

Miss Richards 
Hamilton 

Postage, 
Markings, 
Endorse
ments 

10¢ + 5¢ 

Packet 
Dates: 
Hallf8ll· 
St. 
Thomas 

18-22 Dec. 
Alpha 

no markings 19-23 Nov. 
Alpha 

no markings 8-11 May 
Alpha 

Maj. Ed. B. Evans no endors. 14-17 Dec. 
Royal Artillery "Service" - Beta 
(ll Jan. Hrunilton) Hechler 11-14 Jan. 

Maj. Ed. B. Evruts 
Royal Arti llery 
(13 Feb. St. Geo.) 

Henry J . Morgan 
Hamilton 

Beta 

no markings 10-13 Feb. 
Beta 

"Via New 
York" 

no Halifax 
packet 

30 21 Nov. 1887 ---ale no Halifax 
packet Halifax Hamilton 

31 11 Feb. 1888 Adave Roy "Via New 
Maitland, N.S. St. GeorJWS Yorp-

no Halifax 
packet 

32 1888 
Montreal 

a3 31 J uly 1888 
Halifax 

34 8 Sept. 1888 
New West.
minisler, B.C. 

(19 Feh. Hrunilton) -
(20 Feh. St. 
Georges) 

Sir Andrew Stuart 
Hwnilton 
(HwniltAm) 

Miss Alice Trim
mingluun, Pagets 
(Hamilton) 

R.H.M. Currie 
Prospl'"-'t 

no markings no Halifax 
packet 

no markings ?-18 Sept. 
Alpha 

New 
York or 
~her) 

anslt 
Cancels 

?des. as 
via NY 
none? 

(Saint 
John) 
13 Feb., 
15 Feb. 
New York 

Provenance 
and Sources 

(40, p. 285] 

M 139 708, 4-2-82 
(Ayre) 

Ea lot 738, 23-10-
93 

Jephcott;-
M 317ll77, 5-5-97 

Jephcott· 
M 307 12, 14-5-96 

F lot 1801, 6-2-97 

M 167 1026, 23-2-
84 
Lussey lot 342 

Ea lot 741, 23-10-
93 

M 238 507, 28-2-90 

s 414 344, 19-1-82; 
s 502 565, 20-2-90 

35 20? Feb. 1889? Hubert. Wood 
Ottawa HamiltA)Il 10 ~27 Feh. 1893 

Hruui lton) 

"Vi~ 15'!- ? Mar. none 
12r.k" Alpha? 

M 302 578,22-11-
95 

:36 23? Mar? 1889?Sir Amlrew Stuart 
Quebec Cit.y Hwnil ton 

no markings 15? - ? Apr. 
Alpha? 

37 12 Mar. 1889 Sir Andrew Stuart "via New 
Quebec City Hamilton XQrk" 

(18 Mar . 
Hrunill.on) 

15?-? Mar. 
Alpha? 

Ea lot 742, 23-10-
93 

14 Mar. Ea lot 743,23-10-
93 (Lhis cover?); 
Vadeboncoeur 

38 26 Sept. 1889 Maj. E. B. Evans no markings 15?-? Oct. (Inland- PJ lot 146, 19-4-77 
Montreal Royal Artillery Alpha? lslond) 

(forwarded to 16 Oct. 
Norwich, EngiruJd) 

39 14 Apr . 18!JO William Black? "Via~ 15?-? Apr. 16 Apr. H lot 663, 18-3-95; 
Sackville, N.B. Hruni lt.on YQrk" Alpha? M? 

.................. ........ < ~!':•.•.!!! !·~~~~ ~ ....................... ........... ' ........................... -.......................... . 

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1999/ NO 4 37 



From 

40 14 Nov. 1892 
Halifax 

41 20 Mar. 1893 
Ottawa 

42 ? MaH 1893 
Port ope, 
Ont. 

Destination 
(Receiver) 

Capt W.L. Jones? 
St. Georges 
&19 Nov. 

t Geo. & Ham.) 

Hubert M. Wood 
Hwnilton 
~3~r. t eo. & Hwn.) 

Miss Mim. Darrell 
Hwnilton 
wor29May 

wnilton) 

43 2 Aug. 1893 Mrs. W.F. Cann 
KentVille, N.S. Somerset 

(21 Aug. Hwn.) 

Postage, 
Marklnp, 
Endorse
menta 

p~ 
Alpha 

"Via~ 
York" 

"viii New 
York" 

Paeket 
Dates: 
Halifax
St. 
Thomas 

14-? Nov. 
AlP.hik 
? -7 
Duart 
Castle 

?-30Mar. 
Duart 
Castle 

10?-? May; 
22-26 May 
Duart 
Castle 

New 
York or 
(other) 
Transit 
Can eels 

Provenance 
and Sources 

none Li lot 69, 26-2-94 

24 Mar. Lee 72 1042, 5-6-
93· 

M 2'99 602, 13-9-96 

? May Cv 469 188, 23-10-
92 

no markings ?-16 Aug. yes 
Taymolilh 

McGuire 

Castle 
16?-19? 
Aug. 

44 24 Oct. 1893 Miss Darrell no markings 9-10 Nov. none 
Port Hope, Hwnilton Duart 

DF 30, 263, 17-11-
92 

Ont. (30 Oct. Hwnilton) Castle 

45 12 Nov. 1893 Rev. Cwm 
North Sydney Somerset Bridge 

(1 Dec. Hwnilton) 

46 27 Dec. 1893 Rev. Cann 
North Sydney Somerset Bridge 

(none) 

47 7 Feb. 1894 Mrs. W. F. Cann 
Kentville N.S. Somerset Bridge 

(17 Feb. Hwn.J 

48 5 Apr. 1894 Rev. Cann 
~or 1895?) Somerset Brid~ 

North Sydney (18? Apr. Hwn.?) 

49 25 June 1894 Rev. W.F. Cann 
North Sydney Somerset Bridge 

(none) 

50 14? July 1894 Rev. W.F. Cann 
Ship Harbour? Somerset Bridge 

(none) 

51 20 Feb. 1890 Rev W.F. Cann 
Oesekeag, Somerset Brid~ 
New Brune. (5 Mar. Hwnil n) 

62 15 Apr. 1895 Miss Hayward 
Ottawa St. Georges 

(26? Apr., St. Geo. 
and Hwn.) 

16?-19? N 

no markings 15?-? Nov.· 
8-12 Dec. ' 
Taymouth 
Castle 

no endorse. 
"T10" (paid 
only 3¢) 

? - 8Jan. 
Duart 
Castle 

16? -?Feb· 
2 - 7 Mar.' 
Duart 
Castle 

(Saint 
John) 
14 Nov. 
16 Nov. 
New York 

(Halifax) 
28Dec. 

10 Feb. Capex'96 
frwne4582, 

Vadeboncoeur 

no markings 16?? ~r. N York? BC lot 236, 8-7-95 

1~!tay cll!Jl~)? 
Castle 

no markings 16?-? July (Saint Cv 469 199,23-10-
Alpha? John) 92 

26June 
no endore. 16?- ? July (Halifax) 
"2" Alpha? 14?? 94 
circled "T", 
"CTS/20" 
"5" in blue 

no markings 16? -?Mar. 
Alpha? 

22 Feb. McGuire 

"Via~ 
Y2rk" 

15?-? May 
Alpha? 

none M lot 1239, 
1980s? 
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From Destination 
(Reeelver) 

Poetace, 
M.arklnp, 
End one
menta 

Packet 
Dates: 
Ballfax
Bt. 
Thomu 

New 
York or 

~t 
Caneel.a 

52 15 Apr. 1890 Miss Hayward "Via~ 10?-? May none 
Ottawa St. Georges IQrk" Alpha? 

(26? Apr., St. Geo. 
and Ham.) 

53 1890 
London 

54 8? July? 1890 Rev. W.F. Cwm 
Kent ville, N.S. Somerset Bridge 

( ? Ju? Hamilton) 

noendore. 

56 20 May 1896 
HaJifax 

56 ? '? 1896 
Shediac, New 
Brunswick 

Alex. Smith & Co. no endora. 
St. Geor~ ("Summer 
(26 May, St. Geo. Ca.rnivaJ" 
and Ham.) illustration) 

A Smith & Co. "Via New-
St. Georges York" 
(12 Oct. St. Geo. & 
Ham.) 

15?-? JuJ.; ? Ju? 
? - 22July 
Ducut 
CCJ8tle 
21-? May 
Taymouth 
CCJ8tle 

10 - 16 Oct. 
Taymouth 
CCJ8tk 

none 

Provenance 
and Sourcee 

M lot 1239, 
1980s? 

s 414 346, 19-1-82 

Eo lot 362, 4-10-88 

Jarrett' 
de VolpJ lot 88..; 
H lot 664, 18-<>-90 

M 139 720, 4-2-82 

57 Nov. 1897 James Bushell 
Paradise, N.S. Hamilton 

(9 Nov. Hamilton) 

"Via/Halifax, ? · 9 Nov. 
N.S./ per s/s Duart 
Duart CCJ8tle 
CCJ8tle" 

(HaJifax) Narbonne stock, 
2 Nov. 1996 

58 26 Nov. 1897 
HaJifax 

?-7Dec. 
Taymoulh 
Ca8tle 

F lot368, 
21-11-94 

69 4 Nov. 1897 
(1898?) 

Halifax 

Alex Smith Esq. 
St. Georges 
( 11 Nov.-st. Geo. 
ru1d Ham.) 

nrt markings 3? • 9 Nov. 
97, DllCUi 
Ca8tk; 

none McGuire 

?-7 Nov. 98 
Taymouth 
CCJ8tk 

60 12 July 1898 
Saint J ohn 

J .J. Bushell no endors. 
Hamilton "Private 

11H8July 
Taymouth 
CCJ8tle 

none 

(c) 

#9 
#10 

#12 

(d)#61-#65 

(e) # 64 

(f) #35 

(19 July Hamilton) Post Card" 
and paid 1¢ 
Nmn. ·r 

TI1e 10¢ etan1p is sideways, just above "HeYIW!"· 
Tied by HaJifax cds. A small mourning cover, with the 10¢ stwnp sideways in LL; 
"Haynes" not underlined. 
Cover endorsed "Returned for Postage". Apparently it was posted at Quebec, 10 
March, 1869 franked only 6¢ (or more precisely posted at the "Quebec Legislative 
A8eembly", free franked and paid only 6¢ by the Quebec City P .O.). The cover was 
returned from Halifax for postage, since the rate was 12Y.!¢, or 12¢. Additionally, 
the cover was double weight. It was reposted 8 April, paid 2¢, and sent to Halifax 
{lgsin for the Route C packet. 
Numbers ore out of sequence. Data found after the other sixty covers were 
numbered1 and after the text referring to some covers.by n'd.mber was coll)pleted. 
Cover enoorsed "per e. e. 'Bermuda'/leaving New York/ 14 . May" ru1d "Via New 
York" 
Described as dated 29 Feb., 1889, which date did not exiet. By phone, the two 
clespolch dales were given as 20 Feb., 1888 and 20 Feb., 1889, rutd the receiver as 27 
Feb., 1893. Since the 10¢ SQ woe described as an 1889 copy, I have accepted that 
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yeru-. However, if1893 were correct the cover would be compatahle with #41, which 
is from the same correspondence. 

Sources for "Packet Dates: HalHax-St. Thomas" 
1851 to 1886, J.C. Arnell and M.H. Ludington, The Bermuda Packet Maile and the Halifax
Bennuda Mail Service 1806 to 1886, Norwich England (The Postal History Society), 1989; 1891 
to 1894 and 18915 to 1898 data for Taymouth CatJtle and for Duart CatJtle, The Bermuda Rqyal 
~. Wlpuhliehed data compiled by Kilbourne Bwnp and provided by J .C. Arnell, with minor 
additions from Halifax newspapers, and 1888 to 1894 for Alpha (advertised schedules, not 
confirmed dates) The Bermuda Royal Gazette, in passim, with minor additions from Halifax 
newspapers. 

Sources for "Provenance and Sources" 
various auction catalogues, in passim: 
five major collections 6y nan1e: , 
Arlken: "Canadian Overseas tetter Rates Pre-UPU The George B. Arlken Collection"; as sold 

by_ Charles G. Firby Auctions, Detroit, 15 May 1997; 
Argen ti: "ll1e Nicholas Argenti New Brunswick and Nova Scotia" collection as sold by Harmer 

Rooke London, sales 4599 • 4600, 7 and 8 November 1963; 
de Volpi: The charles de Volpi "Canada to Foreign" collection as sold by J. N. Siesonns Ltd., 

Toronto, sales 242 and 247 26 January and 13 ~ril1966; 
Ludington: "TI1e Morris H. Ludington Collection as sold by Spink, London, sale 1223, 22 June , 

1999 
Luesey: The Harry Luesey "Foreign Rates and Destinations" as sold by R. Maresch & Son, 

Toronto, sale 161, 26 October 1983. 
More_generally auction house (code as below) sale# lot#, date. 
BC ·HOw City, Calgary; C NY · Christie, New York; C RL · Christie Robson Lowe, England; Cv · 
Cavendish, Derby England; DF · David Feldman, Switzerland; Ea · F. E. Eaton & Sons, Vancouver; 
F - Charles G. Firby Auctions, Detroit; H ·Jim A Hennok Ltd., Toronto; HR · Harmer Rooke, 
London; JT • John H. Talman Auction Ltd, Toronto; Lee· Robert A Lee, Vernon, British 
Columbia; Li - Ron Leith Philatelic Auctions, Vancouver; M • R. Mareech & Son, Toronto; PJ • 
Phllips-Jacoby (of London), Montreal; S • J.N. Sieaons Ltd., Toronto; SA · Spink America ("A 
member ofU1e Christie's Group"); SG L ·Stanley Gibbons, London; SG NY · Stanley Gibbons New 
York. 

May 6- 7, 2000 ORAPEX 2000 

Ottawa's National Stamp Exhibition. 39th Annual RA Stamp Club 
Exhibition and Bourse, and Canada's Fifth National Philatelic Literature 
Exhibition. 

RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Curling Rink. Saturday, 
May 6, 2000, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, May 7, 2000, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Parking and admission free. 

Come and enjoy philatelic and literature exhibits, a large bourse, junior 
stamp table, lectures, Society Meetings and philatelic friends. 

For further details contact Major R.K. "Dick" Malott, CD, Retd., FRPSC, 
AHF, Publicity Officer, 16 Harwick Crescent, Nepean, Ontario, K2H 6R1, 
Canada. Tel: (613) 829-0280; Fax: (613) 829-7673; e-mail: 
rmalott@magma.ca. 
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CANADIAN STAMPS 
Choice Early Classics to Mo dern Errors & Varieties 

113 XF OG; One of the 
Two finest known copies 1132 - 2¢ Laid Paper - The finer 

of the Two known copies 

WANTED CANADIAN ERRORS 
~ IMP ERFORAT ES ~ MISSING COLOURS ~ INVERTED COLOURS ~ 

~ MISPERFS ~ COLOU R SH IFTS ~ PRINTED ON GUM ~ 

~ T AGGING -o- BETTER VARIETIES ~ 

. 
Can~da 1 

.~, 
--··-:- .:. 1 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Free on Request: our current illustrated Canadian!BNA price list and 

World's largest Canadian/BNA Literature price list (120 pages) 

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE 
P.O. Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3S2 CANADA $ Call TOLL FREE 1-800-205-8814 in North America .A 

Ph: (306) 931-6633 Fax: (306) 975-3728 
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Columbia Air Mail-Expanded Study, 
and other Follow-ups 

Norris R. Dyer 

In this article 1: 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Expand my study of the Newfoundland Columbia air mail from 36 to 60 
~pecimens; 
Update guantities issued of 1897 trial surcharges/provisionalsj. 
COrrect aata on the 1920 provisionals, and proviCle new information on the 
1920 "missing THREE" variety· 
Rep_ort a new first day of issue of the 1929 re-engraved 3~; and 
U p(late the history of the 1946 provisional . 

Columbia Stu4Y. 
Last year, I pulilished a study of Newfoundland's Columbia air mail in BNA 
Topics [1]. In the original study of 36 copies, there were 24 with auction prices 
realized, and anotlter 12 without prices or from retail offerings. Since 300 of these 
surcharged stamps were created, this represented a 12% sample, notwithstanding 
the inevitability oflost copies since 1930. 

A significant number of copies have come to market recently, enabling me to expand 
my sample size to 60, or 20% of the total issued. Copies that have appeared twice 
are counted but once, and the last price realized was used, if it was from an auction. 
My sample now contains 46 mint/unused copies, 4 used, and 10 covers. 

Of the covers, eight are from St. John's and two from Harbour Grace. Forty-one of 
the stamps/covers have auction prices realized. All these 60 "Columbia"s have 
reached the market since 1994. 

The general consensus is that about 100 of the 300 Columbia's were used on covers. 
There were 65-70 postmarked September 25, 1930 from St. John's and 30-35 
postmarked October 9th from Harbour Grace. While the sample, with 46 
mint/wmsed, constitutes 23% of the mint stamps sold, only 10% of the covers are 
included. 

Several very nice items have come to market since my first study, including a well 
centered block and a magnificent single. The block was in a November, 1998 
auction by Harmer's of London (Figure 1). This is the second block in the study. 
The first one, originally from the collection of Dr. James Matejka, is still intact, 
I've recently been told, and has been donated to the Canadian National Archives [2, 
3] . The Harmer's lot description states that their block is the third known. This 
conflicts witll the opinion ofC.H.C. Harmer in his "Newfoundland Air Mails" book, 
in which he opined only two blocks were still intact [4]. The '"ingle was sold by the 
Mareecb auction house in October, 1998, and is Figure 2. This copy is never hinged 
to boot, and probably the finest mint Columbia in existence. Rather than keeping 
you in suspense, I'll report now that the block sold for almost $40,000 in Canadian 
dollars, and tl1e Maresch single for $14,375 (commissions included). These may be 
record realizations. 

The sparsity of covers seems mysterious. What has happened to the 100 covers 
since 1930? Obviously some have evolved into used singles (four in this study 
alone). But if the study contains 23% of the mint singles, why not 23% of the 
covers? The answer, I think, is that the 10 covers found are probably about 23% of 
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Figure 1: Columbia air mail block from Harmer's 
of-:London, November, 1998 auction. 

those still extant. This would mean only 43 covers! I looked at older auction 
catalogues from 1979-1992, including the Matejka sales (1979-1980) and material 
belonging to Robert V.C. Carr (1984). Here I found 14 additional Columbia items, 
eight mint/unused, three used, and three covers. Folding these into the population 
of the current study would increase the cover projection to 48. I therefore estimate 
that there are only 28-34 St. John's covers still around and 13-17 Harbour Grace 
covers. 

Figures 2-4 provides examples of the standards I use to described centering. Figure 
2, shows the superb Maresch stamp, with opposite margins full and identical. 
Figure 3 shows a very fine single with four full margins but not precisely centred. 
Figure 4. Shows a fine specimen, noticeably off-centre. Fine, m my analysis, is 
used for copies that range from perforations touching a margin to what others 
would describe as "fine-very fine". In my earlier study I found that of the 36 
stamps (including those used, and on cover), 2 were superb, 17 very fine, and 17 
fine. In my expanded study, 3 are superb, 27 very fine, and 30 fine. Based upon the 
latter, one could assume that of any 20 typical "Columbia"s, 1 would be superb, 9 
very fme, and 10 fine. 

The centring results apparently conflict with C.H.C. Harmer's findings: 

"The stamps given to the printer were often off-center with the results 
well-centered copies are rare. It is difficult to estimate the proportion of 
perfect specimens, but it seems evident that possibly 50 or 60 were good 
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Figure 3: Very fine Columbia: Figure 4: Fine Columbia. 
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aueroge copies, of which number not more than about 30 can be described 
as real~v well-cen tered." (italics added). 

HarmerJs language is imprecise, however, from a modern philatelic view. Certainly, 
there appears to be a rather high percentage of very fine copies. If Harmer's 
"perfect' is meant to indicate superb copies, however, we do end up with a very 
small number for that category- 5% of 300, or 15. 

Utilizing auction prices realized, with a larger sample of 41, is still problematic, for 
some data pockets remain small, even with the two blocks broken into singles, for 
statistical purposes. They are: 

Mint/Unused 
VF/Superb NH 
VF Hinged 
Fine NH 
Fine Hinged 

Used 

= 6 
= 11 
= 2 
= 12 
31 

Fine = 3 
On Cover 
Very fine (stamps) = 7 

Complicating the mathematics are the high realizations of the block and single 
mentioned earlier. I feel comfortable in projecting four medion prices, in Canadian 
dollars, for the 31 mint/unused copies, the 11 very fine hinged copies, the 12 fine 
hinged copies, and the 7 covers. They are: 

All mint/unused (31) ---
Very fine hin_ged (11) ----
Fine hinged (12) ----
Covers (7) ---· 

I'll continue to build the Columbia sample. 

The 1897 Provisionals 

1
5,107 
5,107 
4,400 
6,571 

I wrote about Newfoundland's first provisionals in BNA Topics in 1995 [5]. 
F igure 5 shows a block of eight containing the three major varieties, from the 
bottom two rows. 

Note that in the setting of 50, the four top rows of 10 are of Type I. The first eight 
sta mps of the bottom row are Type II and the last two stamps Type III. See the 
c~ption w1der the illustra tion for the basic characteristics 
olthe three types. While I stick by most of my original conclusions about these 
stamps, I am not comfortable about my 1995 estimates of the numbers of plate 
proofs created. I am referring to copies where the ONE CENT and bars are in red, 
ratJ1er tJuUl the final black version, or doubled in red, or red and black. These are 
more properly termed "trial surcharges". The question is potent since they 
catalogue over $1,000 each . Table I reflects my new estimates. 

The literature provides some clues. Fred Jarrett in "Stamps of British America" [6] 
quotes Herman Focke to the effect that: 

" . .. both the stamp witJ1 the red surcharge only and the one with surcharge 
in red and black were issued in the regular way and were obtainable at the 
P.O. in the first days of October, 1897." 

Focke also reported several covers with postage prepaid by trials. 
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Table 1: 1897 Newfoundland Provisional Su.rchar19es 
(Provisional period is October 19 to December 4, 1 7) 

TYPE POSITION RED RED/BLACK DOUBLE BLACK 
IN TRIALS TRIALS RED TOTALS 

SETTING TRIALS (FINAL) 
I 11-40 40 50 10 23,760 23,860 
lA 1-10 10 7,920 7.930 
II 42-48 28 21 7 5,544 5,600 
IIA 41 4 3 1 792 800 
III 49-50 8 6 2 1,584 1,600 
TOTALS 80 90 20 39.600 392790 

There is a record that Colonial Secretary Robert Bond gave about 40 trial copies 
to the clerks in the Colonial Office in 1g97 [7). 

Robert Pratt, in his 1986 article on the gray 1890 Queen Victoria issue in the Fifty
Second American Philatelic Congress book, quotes L.L. Krippner on the trials: 

"These first overprints remained in the hands of the first clerk of the 
Colonial Sec'ys Office; later on some of the stamps were given to officers 
of the British North American ~uadron of the British Navy, also one Mr. 
Allen, stamp dealer in St. Johns, had some in his window for sale." 

Krippner goes on to say tl1at his father (E.R. Krippner) received some of the stamps 
"as presents" from friends in the Colonial Office and Finance. Pratt also pictures 
a red trial on a 1903 cover. 

Figure 5: Block of 1897 surcharges. Four at the top are Type I with short, 
serifed letters. Two at the bottom left are Type II with taller, serifed 
letters. Two at the bottom right are Type III, sans serif. 

Perhaps the grand total of trial surcharges consists of those sold over tl1e counter 
in 1897 and the 40 mentioned above. 
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Pratt struggled with the number of trials released as I have, and has a census in his 
1986 article. I have also done one from references postdating his study. The 
findings: 

Red Trials Red & Black Trials Double Red Trials 
Pratt 15 31 3 
My survey 11 18 1 

About his findings, Pratt says: 

"There should be a great disparity between the quantities of Type I and 
Type II or Type III, which does not seem to occur. This infers that in all 
probability only the bottom rows of the proof prints on stamps were 
saved." 

As a test, Pratt looked for Type Ila, found only once in the setting of 50, in the 
bottom row at position #41. This features wide spacing between the "ONE" and 
"TWO". He found four red, and two red and black trials. What are the odds of 
finding this 1 in 50 stamp, six times in a sample of 49!!! In my census of the 11 red 
trials, there is one Type Ila but six Type II's- another challenge to randomness as 
there are only 7 Type II's in each setting of 50. In deference to full disclosure I 
must admit that my census does contain an 1898 cover with red trials of all three 
types, that m.ay be forgeries, and there are forgeries around. I did not include 
several specimens that I could identify as obvious forgeries. 

Complicating things, there appear to be three varieties of the red and black trials. 
I found 16 where tl1e black ONE CENT is above the red one and two where the red 
is above. Pratt also mentions some trials where the two surcharges are "centered". 
Oftl1e 16 black over red in my survey, 12 are Type I, 2 are Type II and 2 are Type 
III. Tllis includes a block of six that are all Type I, from rows three and four of the 
setting. 

Pratt summarizes by saying that eight half-sheets of 50 (400) were utilized for the 
trials, with only the bottom two rows saved. I agree, except that one of those half 
sheets of 50 of the red and black was released in full, based upon the block of six 
mentioned above. I believe 80 of the setting in red were released using the bottom 
two rows four times (remember, Pratt saw four red Type "lla"s, which could only 
have come from one position in tl1e bottom row!). Ninety of the red and black were 
released-50 from one full setting, and 40 more from bottom rows. The full setting 
is of the black above red. The bottom strips of 20 are of the red over black, and 
black and red centred. I have not seen tl1e centred trials, but take Pratt's word that 
they exist. There were also 20 of tl1e double red released from the bottom two rows. 

I will continue to search for more examples of trial surcharges coming to market. 

1920 Provisionals 
I take this opporttmity to correct dates of issue of the four 1920 surcharged 
provisionals, discussed in my 1997 article in BNA Topics [8]: 

-the THREE CENTS on 15¢ Cabot ~bars 10.5 mm a~t) - Sept. 13.., 1920 
the THREE CENTS 011 15¢ Cabot bars 13 mm apart) - Sept. 13, .L920 
the THREE CENTS on 35¢ Cabot bars 13 mm apart) - Sept. 15, 1920 
the TWO CENTS on 30¢ Cabot - Sept. 24, 1920 

In 1996, I reported 011 "Missing Three" copies of the THREE CENTS on the 35¢ 
Cabot [9]. I provided evidence that there are no copies with the THREE entirely 
missing, but copies with just the top or bottom showing as a rough line. 
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I posited that a strip of non-absorbing material came between the letterpress and 
the blocks of 25 being surcharged, and estimated perhaps 15-20 blocks were so 
affected. John Walsh and John Butt changed their Newfoundland Specialized 
Stamp Catalogue to reflect the findings, and Scott Catalogue has ·also clarified its 
catalogue [10, 11). 

The stamps affected were in the fourth horizontal row of the 5 x 5 setting of 25. 
Position #18 shows the top of the THREE, position #19 shows just the bottom, 
and position #20 shows a slanted cut across the TS of CENTS (Figure 6). 

I have recently met a stamp collector who is also a book collector and very familiar 
with the science of printing, William P . Barlow, Jr. He feels the surcharging was 
probably done on a Chandler and Price clamshell press, or a very similar machine. 
He states in a letter of May 13, 1999 to me: 

"The gripper fingers (or a rubber band) not only hold the paper in place 
as the impression is made [in this case the die with the surcharge] but, 
perhaps even more important, keep the paper from floating onto the 
rollers 

Figure 6: 3¢ on 3~¢ surcharges showing effect of slipped rubber band 
during surcharging. 

as the clamshell reopens after impression. Without being held down to 
the platen, inertia would allow the paper to float off the platen as the 
press opened and it could easily get tangled in the rollers, which are just 
coming off the ink table to re-ink the type before the next impression. 
Where there are no margins, as with your stamps, [the sheets used for 
surcharging were broken into blocks of 25 after the margins were striped 
oft] a rubber band between the gripper fingers outside the forme and the 
gauge pins would hold tlte paper in place. In the situation you described, 
the rubber band could easily go between the rows of rules so as not to get 
in tlte way of the impression nor take up any ink in its intended position. 

"I think you can see how easy it would be for the rubber band to get 
moved accidentally (perhaps while taking a block of stamps out of the 
press or putting one in), and if one end were moved only a quarter of an 
inch the result you show could easily occur." 

A rubber band was the culprit, then-or so it now appears. I am very thankful to 
Mr. Barlow for his help in unravelling this mystery. 

As far as number of blocks affected, I still feel my estimate of 15-20 blocks is close. 
Checking auction catalogues and commercial offerings, I have seen four copies of 
position #18, six of position #19 (including one used), and four of position #20. 
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1929 Provisional 
In my article on the last provisionals, earlier this year in BNA Topics [12], I stated 
tJUtt tl1e re-engraved 3¢ definitive of King George V and Queen Mary was issued in 
a small quantity on August 10, 1929. This was based upon numerous authorities. 
In Vernon at BNAPEX'99, I was shown a cover with there-engraved stamp 
postmarked August 6, 1929 from St. John's. Don Wilson, of that city, owned the 
cover and had been under the impression that the stamp was the original 1928 
version. We examined it together and verified it was, in fact, the re-engraved 
version. He tl1en generously gave me the cover as a gift! John Walsh says the new 
date will be added to tJ1e next "Newfoundland Specialized Stamp Catalogue." I am 
interested in this stamp because its small quantity upon initial release led to the 
need for the 1929 surcharged provisional. 

No laws of physics were broken by this earlier release date, since it is known that 
tl1e shipment of there-engraved stamps arrived in St. John's on August 5th. The 
story had been that they were held for a few days tmtil the older version was sold 
out. The cover, by the way, is backstamped at Grand Falls, Newfow1dland on 
August 7, 1929, providing evidence it was, in fact, mailed on the 6th. 

1946 Provisional 
Subsequent to the appearance in print of the same article mentioned above [12], I 
received additional information from C.A. Stillions on the 1946 2¢ on 30¢ 
surcharged stamp tl1at bears repeating. Stillions sent me BNA Topics material from 
1946. A short article from E.H. Hiscock in August of 1946 was sometlting I had not 
seen before [13]. Hiscock said a new supply of the 2¢ King George VI stamps 
arrived in St. John's on or about March 31, 1946. I had i11dicated it arrived in June 
based upon printing records in Jolm Ayshford 's article. It appears now the delayed 
printing must have been tJte one ordered in September, 1945, and not January, 
1946. Hiscock reported: 

"Arrival of supplies of the regular 2¢ stamp on or about March 31st 
rendered further use of the overprints unnecessary and they were 
withdrawn (from St. John's offices on(y) [his emphasis) ... I cannot say if 
all outpost offices were sent supplies of the stamp, but I do know that 
offices in widely scattered sections had them [the provisional] and in some 
instances, for some little time after they were discontinued at St. John's. 
In any case, such offices would have to await supplies of the regular issue 
before discontinuing the overprint." 

Based upon tl1e above, I assume the cover I showed of April 5, 1946 from Carbonear 
still demonstrated a true provisional usage. 

A "tltanks" is due Stillions, and a humility reminder to myself that I do not know 
all there is to know about Newfotmdland's surcharged provisionals, and that there 
is still lots to learn. 
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SASKATCHEWAN POSTAL HISTORY 
SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRMAILS 
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CALL OR WRITE TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR CATALOGUE 

Rober/ A. ofee Philatelist Ltd. 
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Early Use of the Postal System 
for Free Mail in Canada 

Daniel B. T. Davis 
The following article provides an overview of the early use of the postal system for 
'FREE' mail in tl1e Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada and in the Dowinion of 
Canada at ita inception. This article provides additional information on articles by 
Marc Eisenburg in tl1e July-September 1998 Topics, and Jack Arnell, as printed in 
the Readers Speak section of the January-March 1999 Topics. 

The use of tl1e postal system for privileged mail has caused considerable debate and 
much criticism for many years. The privilege of free franking letters was originally 
granted to postmasters. It is not known how they achieved this privilege, or even 
if it was officially sanctioned. The earliest recorded use of the free system by a 
postmaster is by H. Finlay in 1790, using a circular ' FREE' handstamp. The 
earliest recorded use of the free system by a postmaster in Upper Canada is 1819, 
witl1 botll manuscript and 'FREE' handstamp markings recorded used in tllat year. 
The oover in Fi~ 1 shows an example of a postmaster free franked letter sent in 
1842 from L'Original to Bytown. In 1844 postmasters lost tlleir franking privilege. 
Reference has been noted in tl1e 1844-45 appendix to the journals of the legislature 
tl1at the elimination of this privilege resulted in sufficient hardship that it became 
difficult to find postmasters to fill vacancies at small offices. 

Figure 1: Postmaster signed free franked cover sen t from L'Original, U.C. 
to Bytown (Ottawa). The free marking a nd postmark are in red. 

During the early years of the founding of Canada, all legislative and provincial 
official mail had to be paid. This results in confusion today as most postal history 
collectors expect these early OHMS marked covers to have been posted free . 
Figure 2 and 3 show examples of OHMS oovers posted in 1833 and 1835 which were 
mailed postage paid. Examples from New Brunswick (Figure 4) indicate that 
postage was paid on OHMS mail there as well. 
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Figure 2: OHMS letter sent to the Secretary of His Excellency 
Lord Aylmer, paying the 2/3 cry. triple rate for the 101 to 200 mile 
distance from Montreal to Quebec. 

Figure 3: OHMS letter sent to the Crown Land Dept., paying the 
9d cry. single sheet rate for the 101 to 200 mile distance from 
Montreal to Quebec. Crown Land covers were only given free 
franking privileges from 18~~. with all other departments, until 
1867, when they became part of the provincial governments. 
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Figure 4: An OHMS cover from New Brunswick showing 
that postage was required on a piece of official mail. 

In 1837 the legislature of Upper Canada passed a bill allowing free franking 
privileges for its members during the sitting of the legislature. The Secretary of 
State for the Colonies quickly dispatched an Order-in-Council, dated the 28 of 
November 1837, disallowing the free franking privilege. While the free franking 
privilege was disallowed, the legislature of Upper Canada allocated funds to oover 
the cost of official mail posted from the seat of government. This practice continued 
for the Province of Canada, with acts being passed each year granting funds. While 
during this period the postal oost was paid, no special markings have been recorded 
used prior to 1849, the year in which the oval Legislative ABSembly strike was 
introduced. There is no indication as to what prompted this oval legislative 
marking as all recorded oovers in the 1849 to 1855 period are marked as postage 
paid (Figure 5). 
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Figure 5: The Legislative Asse mbly oval is the f"li'St recorded 
official handstamp and it has been recorded used from 1849 until 
November of 1867, t he mont h when the Domin ion of Canada was 
officially formed [3]. Th is cover was sent from Montreal to 
London paying the 1/6 cry. 501-600 mile rate. 

.. .- : ~ 

In 1855 the Legislature of the Province of Canada granted its members free 
franking privileges. It is interesting to note that this new privilege was sold as a 
package described as the abolishmet of newspaper postage mmed at increasing the 
literacy of Canadians. The Act as assented on May 19, 1855 stated; "An Act to 
abolish postage on Newspapers Published within the Province of Canada and for 
the purposes connected with the Post Office Department of this Province." No 
where in the preamble does it state that the legislature was also being granted 
franking privileges. 

The free transmission of newspapers did not last very long, as in 1859 this section 
of the Act was repealed. While newspapers could no longer be sent free of postage 
after J uly 1, 1859, the Legislative free franking privileges were actually expanded 
to include the ten days prior to a parliamentary session commencing. A clause was 
also added limiting the free franking privilege to mail sent to and from the seat of 
government. To ensure that the original concept of free franking, which was to 
increase tJte literary skills oftlte Canadian public, remained, a provision was added 
stating; "Periodicals printed and published in this Province other than newspapers, 
when especially devoted to Religious Education, to the General Education, to 
Agriculture or to Temperance or to any branch of Science and addressed directly 
from the office of publication , shall be transmitted from the Post Office where 
mailed to any other Post Office in this Province free of postage." 

The earliest recorded legislative free markings were posted during the 2nd session 
of the 5th Parliament that opened in Toronto on February 15, 1856. An 1858 
example of a Legislative Assembly free franked cover is shown in Figure 6. These 
free franking privilege continued witJt the various moves of the provincial legislature 
and where also carried over to the Senate and the House of Commons on November 
6, 1867 [3]. There have been many changes to the free franking regulations over the 
intervening years, but the House of Commons and the Senate members continue to 
enjoy this privilege to this day. 
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Figure 6: In 1855 the Legislature of the Province of 
Canada passed an Act allowing free franking privileges. 
Free franked by George Brown, one of the Canadian 
fathers of confederation who attended both the 
Charlottetown and Quebec conferences. Sent free from 
Toronto to Belleville, Ontario. 
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[~]Rounding Up Squared Circles 
IO.Lt 

JohnS. Gordon, 2364 Gallant Fox Ct., Reston, VA 20191, U.S.A. 
(e-mail: imageworks 14@yahoo.com) 

Continuing the listing of early record dates I late record dates and years of no 
recorded usc, in preparation for a possible 5th Edition of the Handbook: (NSR = no 
strikes reported) 

TYPE TWO NOVA SCOTIA 
Annapolis: JU22/94 to AU22/00. 
Antigonishe: JU27/93 to MY16/00. 
Aricliat: OC20/93 to DE 9/96. 
Baddeck: DE28/93 t.o AP 6/05. NSR: 95, 96, 97. 
Canning:_~/SP18/93 to •tJA 6/99. 
CallSo: MYll/95 to OC23/99. 
Freeport: NO 3/93 to FE 1/97. 
Great Village: SP 3/94 to AP24/95. 
Halifax 1: ?/JY 1/93 to 1/JY22/99. Time marks: 1, 2, 3, 4 normal; blank, 11, 19, 21, 

31 abnormal. Can any~ne confirm time mark 14? 
Halifax II: l/DE21196 to 18/MR30/08. NSR: 94, 95, 00 through 07. Time marks: 1, 

2, 3 ,4 normal,..; blank,.,. 21
1 

31 abnormal and in 1908 only: 15
1 

18, 19, 23, 24. 
Kentville: OC 6/9.:l to AU~5/' 01" where the year is given as "10 '. 
Ltmenburg: OC16/94 to ?/JU 3/99. Time marks: blank: in 94-95, AM in 96 and later. 

PM rarely seen in 96 only; will owners of PM strikes please report full dates for 
the record. 

Maccan: JU 6/94 to SP18/0l. 
Maitland: N013/93 to ?P/11/96. NSR: 95. In addition to the early/late, a strike in 

JA 94 is known. 
Newport: DE 4/94 to FE 2/98. 
Newport Landing: DE 4/94 to JU23/16. NSR: 00, 02 through 06. 
Noel: N013/93 to JA 8/96. 
NorthP.ort: AU19/93 to AUl0/05. NSR: 04. 
North Sydney: NO 4/97 to FE 5/00. 
Pictou: JU23/94 to OC31/00. 
Port Maitland: N021/94 to DE29/99. 
Port Williams: NO 3/93 to SP 7/00. 
Springhill: MY 6/95 to MR21/03. 
Stellarton: FE 1/95 to AU11/00. 
SYdneJ I: MY23/94 to JA 2/00. 
Truro: PM/AU 1/93 to PM/FE13/01. Time marks: PM common, AM less common, 

one report of blank above. 
Whycocomagh: N019/94 to MY 3/99. Time marks: strikes of early 97 and earlier 

are blank, then AM and PM with occasional blank. 
Windsor: SP11/93 to AMI? ?/98. Time marks: blank above with date in 2lines in 

early SP 93. Then 3-line dates with no time mark in 93, 94, 95. AM, PM 
beginnit~ in 96. 

Wolfville: oc-1/94 to MY14/02. NSR: 00. One nude strike was reported in 98. 
Yannouth State 1: AM/MY29/94 to -/AU 2/95. Time marks: mostly PM, some AM, 

occasional blank. In this as-issued state the lettering shows fine lines. 
Yannouth State 2: PM/AU16/95 to AM/JA27/99. Time marks: as for State I. To 

create State 2 the lettering was coarsened by removing metal from the face of 
the hammer. If in doubt what you have, please submit a Xerox copy to the 
editor (don't send the actual item). 

(continued next issue) 
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Philatelic 
Collections 

Cimon Morin 
This column is provided on a regular basis to publicize new acquisitions and activities 
within the philatelic area at the National Archives of Canada (NA). Researchers who wish 
to use the NA facilities should contact, in writing, the National Archives of Canada, 
Reference Services, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa (Ontario) KlA ONS. FAX: (613) 995-
6274; e-mail: reference@archives.ca; Internet web site: http:l/www.archivea.ca. 

Recent Acguisitions: 
George A. Gundersen Fonds. - [philatelic records, textual records, and graphic). 
- 1864-1975; 554 postage stamps and other material. The fonds consists of records 
accumulated and created by George A. Gundersen while working at the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing in the United States, as Art Director of the British 
American Bank Note Company, Ottawa, and as a commissioned artist for 
international stamp designs. Reoords include proofs,essays, and issued stamps from 
Canada, United States, foreign nations, reference material, and various items 
relating to the production of postage stamps. The fonds also consists of the 
following items; 22 panes, 8 sheets, 117 blocks, 17 postal covers, 4 postal stationery 
items, 308 postage stamps (proofs), 40 blocks (proofs), 171 postage stamps (essays), 
24 labels, 65 prints,and 1 photograph. The finding aid (CPA-227) consists of file 
lists by series. Related material can be found in accession no. 1999-00215-6, 
Centennial labels collection. (NA Reference Number: R1387-0-4-E) 

Specimen sheets as ready for issue and as cancelled of Jubilee stamps 
1897. - fphilatelic records).- [1897). Accession consists of29 plate proof sheets 
from the defaced plates prepared for the Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee (1897) 
issue, on card,and arranged in denominational order. These cards were mounted 
in a half-leather bound book stamped in gilt lettering, "Specimen sheets as ready 
for issue and as cancelled of Jubilee stamps 1897." Pages 1 through 29 have been 
so numbered. These defaced plate proof sheets represent all denominations issued, 
and all plates created, for this series. The plates themselves were defaced using 
eitJter a dot or single line, and the proofs were then taken from them. The plates, 
die, and transfer rolls were destroyed on 10 September 1897. Finding Aid: CPA-
224. (Accession 1998-01689-7) 

Colin Bayley Fonds.- [textual reoords). -1957-1967.3 em of textual records. The 
fonds includes one series; Royal Philatelic Society of Canada Exhibitions and 
Conventions. The series includes records created while planning exhibitions and 
conventions for the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. The annual events 
represented in this series includes, Bypex '57, Bypex '67, and Halpex '65. The 
records of this series include the correspondence and minutes of the Bypex 
Committee. The Bypex '57 minutes were taken by Colin Bayley, Secretary of the 
Bypex Committee, and are complete. The Halpex '65 records include the 
organizational correspondence for the floor plans, exhibitions and display frames. 
The series is arranged chronologically. Finding Aid: CPA-209. (Accession 1997-
243) 
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New Issues 

William J. F. Wilson 

Aircraft enthusiasts hit a bonanza this September with twenty different aircraft 
stamps appearing in one day. Sixteen used by Canadian flyers between 1914 and 
the present day are featured on a single sheet honouring the Canadian Air Force 
(1920-1924) and the Royal Canadian Air Force (1924-present), as well as Canadians 
who served in Britain's Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval Air Service during 
World War I. The illustrator says that each stamp required 30 to 40 hours of 
computer drawing time in addition to the research time needed to ensure accuracy, 
and the wonderfully realistic and detailed drawings certainly justify the time spent. 

Four more detailed illustrations appear on a souvenir sheet commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the Canadian International Air Show. All of the aircraft have 
flown in the air show, although not all are Canadian. One is a replica of the Red 
Baron's triplane, with the pilot peering over the machine gun in front of the cockpit 
(not taking aim at a doghouse, by any chance??), and another shows a stunt pilot 
from Florida standing on the top wing of his biplane. In the background is a display 
by the R.C.A.F. Snowbirds, flying Canadair CT-114 Tutors. Recently the C.B.C. 
news carried an announcement that the Air Force is reducing its complement of 
aircraft, and the Snowbirds may be one of the squadrons to be axed. One can only 
hope that these stamps will be a tribute and not a memorial to this world-famous 
aerobatic team. 

Moving from aircraft on stamps to the delivery of items with stamps on them, a 
stamp honouring the 125th anniversary of the Universal Postal Union shows the 
U.P.U.logo over a rather attractive world map. As George Arfken describes in his 
book "Canada's Small Queen Era 1870-1897," the treaty establishing what at the 
time was the General Postal Union was signed on October 9, 1874, with the terms 
becoming effective the next year, on July 1, 1875. Canada was prevented from 
joining until August 1, 1878, the same year that the name of the General Postal 
Union was changed to the Universal Postal Union; so 1999 is actually the 121st 
anniversary of our membership. The international letter rate established by the 
treacy was 5¢ per half ounce. The current 95¢ international rate for a 20-gram letter 
works out to 67.4¢ for Y2 ounce (14.2 grams)--or, gram for gram, a 13.5 times 
increase in 125 years; probably not bad considering that with air travel the delivery 
time has decreased by about the same factor. 

Canada Post has added a souvenir sheet to the earlier orchid stamp pack (April 27, 
1999), marking the CHINA'99 World Philatelic Exhibition in Beijing. Although 
there is no detectable difference in the stamps so far as I can find, the exhibition 
logo and exhibition mascot (a jade bare for the Year of the Rabbit) have been placed 
in the margin of the souvenir sheet. 

The information in the accompanying tables is from Canada Post's booklet, 
Canada's Stamp Details, and from philatelic inscriptions on the stamps. Size, 
perforations, and number of teeth are my own measurements, and are given as 
(HORIZONTAL) x (VERTICAL). The data for the Canadian International Air 
Show stamps and the orchids souvenir sheet are given after the table. 
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Commemorative Issues 

Art Pan 
Stamp Coqllcorne American Rowing U.P.U. Air Force 

Games 

Vulue 96~ 46¢ 46¢ 46(1 16 x 46¢ s-t 

IBSued 3 Jul 99 12Jul 99 22 Aug 99 26 Aug 99 4 Sept99 

Pr inter A-P A-P AP CBN CBN 

Quantity 6MM lOMM GMM 6MM 20MM 
tel:ampe) 

Po per c c c c c 

ProceBS GCL stamps: 7CL• 9CL oCL lOCL 

Pone 16 16 20 20 16 

Tag G4S G4S G4S G4S G4S 

Gum PVA PVA PVA PVA PVA 

Size, rrun 40 X 48.5 36 x36 156 X 27.5 56 X 27.() 66 X 27.(i 

Perf 12.5 X 13.2 13.3 X 13.3 12.() X 13.1 12.fi X 13.1 12.5 X 13.1 

Tt>eUr 2u x 32 24 X 24 35 X 18 35 x 18 36 X 18 

• The selvedge shows etght colour dots. Accordmg to Canada's Stamp Details (Vol. VIII, No. 3, 1999) 
the stamps are 7CL, but the pane is 8CL. It is not clear whether this means that there are eight 
colours on the four stamps but only seven of them on any one stamp, or if there is an eighth colour 
in the selvedge. 

Orchids souvenir sheet : 
Same data as for the earlier Orchids stamp pack except issued 21 Aug., 1999; pane 
of 4 stamps; quantity 300M sheets. Canada's Stamp Details Vol. VIII, No. 4 (Aug.
Sept., 1999) lists four-oolour lithography, but the stamp selvedge shows eight oolour 
dots. 

Canadian International Air Show: 
4 x 46¢ s-t; 4 Sept., 1999; CBN; 10MM; C; 9CL; souvenir sheet of 4; G4S; PVA; 64 
X 33.5 mm; perf. 12.5 X 13.1; 40 X 22 teeth. 

ABBREVIATIONS: 5 (7, 9, 10) CL =five (seven, none, ten) colour lithography; A-P 
=Ashton-Potter; C = 1ullis Russell Coatings (coated paper); CBN =Canadian Bank 
Note Company; G4S = general tagging (four sides); M =thousand; MM = million; s-t 
= se-tenent. 
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- @ Lu~f.:;. .• RPO Cowcatcher 

William G. Robinson 
Ludlow Listing No. N-114 
A full-ring canceller inscribed "STRAITS T.P.O./ NEWF'D" has been reported by 
Lew Ludlow from October 26, 1916 to June 25, 1919. No proof has been found for 
this hammer. 

A proof for anotJ1er similar hammer, dated January 25, 1945, was found some years 
ago in the Pritchard and Andrews Books. No example of this hammer had been 
reported \mtil now. 

An example was recently found in Palmer Moffat's collection. It is a backstamp 
transit marking on a registered cover from East St. Modeste, Newfoundland, to 
Towanda, Pennsylvania, and is dated October 8, 1945. The cover was mailed 
October 6, carried on the Straits T.P.O. October 8, the St. John's & Port Aux 
Basques R.P.O. October 10, and received in Pennsylvania on October 17, 1945. 

Registered cover, mailed at East St. Modeste, October 6, 1945 

.Roy W. Tr1 c key 
12 State St. 
Towanda,Penna. 
TJ . S. A. 

The backstamps and a copy of tJ1e proof strike of the hammer are shown on the next 
page. Collectors are asked to check fueir holdings and report to the author (William 
G. Robinson, 5830 Cartier Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3A7) if they find examples 
of this h8J11mer which was used thirty years after the first one. Please note the 
unusual position of the date indicia in this example-with "OC" in the space 
usually used for the direction of travel, or the train or voyage number. 
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Proof Strike 

Backstamps 

The 1946 Chinese Delegation Presentation 
Booklet 

Jerome C. Jarnick and Andrew Chung 
Following the end of World War II, the Canadian Government entertained seven 
officials of the Chinese Post Office who spent some time visiting the Canadian Post 
Office Department in order to study the operations and methods of that 
department. As the delegates prepared to return to China, the Deputy Postmaster 
General authorized the presentation of a set of postage stamps to each of the 
visiting officials [1,2]. Seven presentation booklets were ordered from the Canadian 
Bank Note Company at a cost of$6.00 each. The booklets were bound in blue cloth 
and accommodated fourteen blocks of four of the postage stamps. The booklet 
contained the then curren t War Issue including the air mail, special delivery and 
air mail special delivery values (Scott No. 249-50, 252, 254-257, 259-262, CS, ElO, 
and CE2). 

The flyleaf of each booklet contains the following printed inscription: 

Presented 
to 

Mr. - - - - - - - - - - -
of the Chinese Postal Service 

on the termination of his survey 
o{ p_ostal methods 

in the Post Office Department, Canada 

Ottawa W. J. Turnbull, Deputy Postmaster General June 1946 

The names of the Chinese officials were entered by the Post Office Department. 
The seven officials were: 
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Mr. Chang Feng-Ming 
Mr. Hsu (.,'huan-Hsien 
Mr. Lai Shu-Sheng 
Mr. Li Hsiung 

Mr. Miao Wu-Lan 
Mr. Shen Hsin 
Mr. Wang Shu-Peng 
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[1] National Archives of Canada, RG3, all ace 86-87-396, Box 17, File 8-6-11. 
[2) Holmes' Specialized Philatelic Catalogue of Canada and British North America, 

11th Edition, The Ryerson Press, Toronto, 1968, p. 202. 

Samples to Overseas Destinations 
in the 19th Century 

Victor Willson 
A number of years ago I picked up a large, rather rumpled cover whose only 
apparent redeeming feature initially was a single two cent Small Queen affiXed and 
badly tied by a nondescript smeared cancel. As I am known to be a sucker for big 
ugly messes (BUMs) like that, Jeff Switt tossed it to me from someone's extras and 
said it was me. Fortlmately, he was right. 

The other aspects of the cover were more auspicious. First, it was addressed to a 
company in England. With its size, it was most unlikely to be a post-1898 item 
paying a single Empire rate. Further, the notation in the top lefthand corner 
provided another pointer toward earlier mailing. With the manuscript "Sample 

Asbestos" what was in hand was a commercial mailing of a product to a potential 
buyer. Looking inside the cover confirmed that indeed asbestos had been sent, for 
there were still bits of it in squares contained inside. George Arfken, to whom I 
wrote about it, urged me to be careful not to breath the dust-asbestos is a proven 
carcinogen. The cover is shown below. 

After getting home I looked up the rates for samples to Great Britain. From 
Duckworth and Duckworth (1986) [1], as of 1870 the rate for books and other 
printed matter, to include patterns, a term which is apparently used 
interchangeably with sample in several instances, the rate was 2 cents under 1 oz., 
4 cents for 1-2 oz., 6 cents for 2-4 oz., 12 cents for 4-8 oz., etc. As of August 1, 1878, 
UPU rates came into effect to Great Britain, with a 2 cents per 2 oz. rate. Given the 
size of the cover, the latter rate seems more likely. 
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One otl1er point is worth mentioning. All such matter was supposed to be open or 
mailed so that it could be easily opened for inspection. The cover shown has a 
punched hole on the left side that goes tl1rough the middle of the end flap of the 
reverse, which shows no evidence of ever having been stuck down. Any gum on the 
flap has long disappeared. Thus, the cover also conforms to the easy opening 
requirement. 

None of the recent works on the Decimals (Arfken and Leggett, 1996) [2), Large 
Queens (Duckworth and Duckworth, 1986) [1], or Small Queens (Arfken) [3] or 
UPU (Arfken, 1992) [ 4) illustrated or even mentioned any overseas examples of 
samples, patterns or the like. The closest thing to it is the photograph cardboard 
cover to France mentioned in Arfken's UPU book, an item which I also happen to 
own. Thus, the cover shown here may be the sole representative of what must have 
once been a reasonably robust aspect of intercontinental mail, given Canadian 
commercial expansion in the 1870s. Not bad for a BUM. 

References 
[1] Duckworth, H.E., Duckworth, H.W., The Large Queen Stamps of Canada 

and Their Use 1868-1872, Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Foundation, 
Toronto, 1986. 

[2] Arfken, George B., Leggett, Arthur W., Canada's Decimal Era 1859- 1868, 
Vincent G. Greene Philatelic Research Foundation, Toronto, 1996. 

[3] Arfken, George B., Canada's Small Queen Era: Postal Use during the Small 
Queen Era 1870 - 1897, Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Foundation, 
Toronto, nd. 

(4] Arfken, G., Canada and the Universal Postal Union, Unitrade Press, 
Toronto, 1992. 
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~ Public auctions - consignments over $500 In realized value accepted. 

COmpetitive commlsslons charged 
~ Retail store at 211 Yonge Street (across from Eaton centre) Downtown Toronto. 

By subway. exit at Queen Station via Albert Street I Massey Hall stairway 
~ Mall order - send for current auction catalogue and private treaty list 
~ Auction agents -all rruuor sales in the Toronto area attended 
~ Private Treaty - some offers are sold before they can be listed 
~ Supplies. including philatelic literature. albums. stockbooks. glasslnes etc. 
~ canada mint - $100.00 face value - price only $95.00 
~ Wholesale B.N.A. mint and used 
~ Appraisals 
~ wanted. quality single items and collections for our sates. We also buy all 

collections. 
~ Auction catalogues and prices realized - subScriptions only $20.00 plus $1 .40 

G.S.T. for one year 

VISIT OUR STOim 
21 I YONGE STREET 

(across from Eaton Centre) 
Downtown Toronto 

l"h.nn .... (416) 863·1465 or 363-9997 
Fax: (416) 863-0850 

JOHN H. TALMAN LII'UTED 
BOX 70 ADELAIDE STMET P.O. 

TORONTO,ON,M5C2H8.CANADA 

Member: CSDA. RPSC. ATA. etc. 
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The Steinhart Legacy 

Allan L. Steinhart 

For a Penny or Two 
A Registered UPU Post ard 
This card addressed to Germany was mailed at Montreal on January 30, 1896. The 
2¢ green UPU post card is additionally franked by a 5¢ small queen to make the 
2¢ UPU Et card rate plus the 5¢ registration fee. There are three strikes of the 
'R in oval registration handstamp along with a "MONTREAL CANADA JA 30 P3 
96" squared circle precursor, a Paris red transit handstamp, and a German 
receiving handstamp of Feb 11. This is the only registered 2¢ UPU green card I 
have seen or know of, and it may be w1ique. Certainly, it is a rare usage. 

Used in Britain 
The following 2¢ green Canadian UPU post card was improperly used locally in 
Richmond, England. It is dated March 11, 1891, and bears a "RICHMOND T MR 
11 91 SURREY" squared circle, and a "RICHMOND 8 MR 12 91 SURREY" 
datestamp, along with an instructional handstamp "CONTRARY TO 
REGULATIONS I D 21". D 21 was the post office number assigned to Richmond. 
The internal post card rate was V'lfi, but the card was rated the 1d letter rate 
shortpaid, and postage due of2d, double the 1d deficiency, as shown by the "2° I D 
21" handstamp. 
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CA~ADA PosT 

tH~ ADORESS ONlY TO 8( ~RITTEN n2,\\IO( 
~l:QI~"I-1< 

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Comin' to London 2000 (from 22 May)? 
Our annual convention can be your curtain raiser 

17 May -20 May 
at Hove on the English south coast, about an hour from London. 

And remember, membership brings you 'Maple Leaves' quarterly! 

if not already a member, get details from the Secretary, 
Mrs. J. Edwards, The Glyn, Cyfronydd, 

Welshpool, Powys, SY21 9ER U.K. 

Subs payable in Canada 
WRITE NOW - AND BOOK NOW! 
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Postal Pot-pourri 

Earle L. Covert 

Canada Post introduced a new line of mailing materials at the RPOs and now at 
most of their corporate offices. These include regular larger envelopes, padded 
envelopes, photo mailers and boxes as well as wrapping paper and tape. The 
mailable containers have the CANADA POST logo somewhere on each piece. 
Figure 1 shows the front of the photo mailer with the $2.00 stamp and the flap with 
the logo. 

FIIIIMI/UP. : ·~~12-
1\<E \!lA&•;Aw:> t;,u;;; 

w'"'"'~., ,t'l'i\ . 
R-5m v· s-

Figure 1: Photo Mailer 

TO/OUT. : (Ae[t, Cov~Rf 
187 v.J ;(c:x>S Avr.: oJ 

FIIOII/ UP.:---- Atii• Sl.llftcilnl~ 

.li~II~Jilll. 

TO/OUT.: _______ _ 
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Figure 2: "Cube it" Wheel 

...... 
Ml~lltmtltf\OIII IIJ~nd ·~(W)dl)o)ltel 

111(11\ftwiAndlt't'fl~lk""' O!}"'f 
L•WooflJ, fwl•f19llllttt"'* !Mi fOO"" 
IIW:l\t'l/r H.-6000 • Mitllmllm0..ifrF~l 
lb-J!d tOOl !!Own 10!!11 •~WtU l!l(m. lurtaa'!lple 
Altllg!ll ll ~cm.tOund~IOSOclr', tltrglh IS .u em. 
t:ntfi!SI!O"M~~40cm 

""'' l111'$...t~SG IMII!ear.'OW()Or.ll»lllt l iC'N !{IIIII 
(IOC#eCIItl!f':eti.A:kllffCIIdtl. 

Wlfl lhc wv.-·oom"''~LtWt'RI.f!"'N55ItC&Iti!lhl~ 
.ntm Thtt-.!'l"Ul'W'IhM'!'OWr.otiO l'll 'l!.._,..i$1hec~.+ll< 

wri:J!tlll~ U$elt<1$~'Nfio1110Col~\llaltltltrat~ . 

The Post Office counter staff use a "cube it" wheel (Figure 2) to calculate charges for 
light bulky parcels. For instance if the parcel was 90 x 90 em they would on the grid 
90 down and 90 across and get 8100. Next they would turn the arrow to 8100 and if 
the height was 30 em the charge would be at 27.0 kg regardless of a lesser weight. If 
the weight was more the actual weight would be charged for. 

Figure 3 shows the label with "PUBLICATIONS AGREEMENT NUMBER 1555073". 
Tlus is tl1e only indication of post payment. All of my mail in Raymond actually comes 
to General Delivery as we are still at least a year from getting a post office box. All 
General Delivery mail receives a one line "dated receiver". 

Figure 4 shows the cancellation typically used on the "flats" I receive. Flats are large 
flat envelopes. These usually have a small black coding bar at the bottom right. 
Interestingly this cancel has the machine number, the postal code, the date and time 
the flat was cancelled. 

The hand stamp in red shown in Figure 5 indicates payment for Xpresspost. 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 8: The Mlllemium 
Prepaid Post Card 

1999 CANADA 2000 
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Figure 6 is typical of the roller used on mail clearing Canadian Customs. Our mail in 
Alberta from, say, California usually clears in Calgary, but may clear in Vancouver or 
Montreal. I am told it depends on where the U.S. Postal System sends the mail to. 

Many postal services are cashing in on the Millennium theme. Amongst other things, 
in October 1999 Canada Post issued a flat metal box (which squashes easily) for $8.99. 
The box comes in a cardboard folder (Figure 7) which advertises a travel contest. 
Inside the folder is a smaller than usual prepaid postcard to anywhere in the world 
(Figure 8). The card has a non-denominated stamp with a girl and a dove. On the 
reverse tl1ere is the word PEACE in English and French plus 21 other languages used 
in Canada. This is the only source of this post card. 

The box has three miniature sheets with an imperforate self adhesive 46¢ stamp and 
gummed 65¢ and 95¢ stamps (Figure 9), a card to record what you are doing at 
midnight December 31-January 1, 2000 (Figure 10) and a "coin" with "Canada Post" 
on it. 

..tl 
• •K• ':""Of ·.'le .... ! o .... ,o , ,UI~I· ( •)IM' • 

l~ ..... , .... ,-~ .. h··-"'"'" 

Figure 9: The Three 
Millenium Box 
Minature Sheet. 
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Figure 10: The "Record" Card in the Millenium Box: 

CANADA 1999 1999 1999 2000 2000 2000 CANADA 

.... 
( Hrio_!,. .... C.... 

Mi::Might, 
Decemb• r 31, 1999 ... 

Arnlouit. 
~ l 1 d!®>bte 1999 ... 

' .1.' . 
J 

Finally, the #8 and #10 prestamped envelopes in current use have both appeared in 
three forms. Initially they were issued as cross-flap envelopes, then they were re
issued as sideseam envelopes. Finally, they both appeared as sideseam envelopes with 
the yellow (on the #8) and blue (on the #10) colours removed from the value "46" to 
make them easier to read. 
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Compliments 
of 

(your name) 

Write advertising Manager: 
R.F.Narbonne, 216 Mailey Dr. 

Carleton Place, Ontario K7C 3X9 

CANADA REVENUE STAMP ALBUM 
449 pages printed on high quality. acid 
free . watermarked paper with 4 custom 
impnnted tl1nders . Introductory "'Special 
to Canada C$199. to USA US$149 ppd. 

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd . 
P.O. Box 3008. Bridge north. Ont. . 

Canada KOL 1 HO 
phone 705-292-7013, fax 705-292-631 1 

website : www.esjvandam.com 
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BNAPEX 2000 - CHICAGO 

August 31 to September 2, 2000 

at the SCHAUMBURG MARRIOTT 
(US$85/nlght) 

Exhibits, 
Study Group Meetings 

Bourse 

Wednesday welcoming barbeque 
tours 

close to shopping, restaurants 

Chicago baseball (if possible) 
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BNAPS Book Department 
Saskatoon Stamp Centre 

PO Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3S2 Canada 
Ph: (306) 931-6633 Fax: (306) 975-3728 

E-mail: ssc@saskatoonstamp.com 

The Bickerdike Machine Papers [Newman] 

BNAPS Exhibitor's Series 

BNAPS Member's Price 
C$12.95 I US$ 8.80 

#1 : Canadian Participation in the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902 (Robinson) C$16.95 I US$11.55 
#2: Early Express Company Operations in Canada Competing 

with the Post Office in Quebec & Ontario [Harrison] 

#3: British Columbia Express Covers From 1858 to 1900 [Carr) 

#4: Dr. Robert Bell of the Geological Survey of Canada [Scrimgeour] 

#5: Eastern Arctic Mails 1876 to 1963 [Mowat] 

#6: A Pre-Confederation Postal History of Labrador [O'Reilly] 

#7: Cross-Border Mail: Canada· USA America 1800-1860 [Sanderson) 

#8: Force "C" The Canadian Army's Hong Kong 
Story 1941-1945 [Ellison( 

#9: Registration Markings & Registered Letter Stamps [LusseyJ 

#10: Money Order Office Datestamps (MOOD) 1928- 1945 [Narbonne] 

#II: Mining: British Columbia's Heritage [Jacobi) 

#12: A Canadian In Siberia 1918-1921 [Smith] 

#13: Untold Wealth: Canada's Mineral Heritage [Kutz] 

#14: Canadian Postal Rates and Routes to North 
American Destinations [Willson] 

#15: Canada: Postal Regulations, Rates & Usages: Domestic 
and International Mail, 1897-1911 [Pawluk] 

#16: The Broken Circle Postmarks of Canada [ScrimgeourJ 

#17: Via Vancouver: Canada's Transpacific Maritime Mails (Unwin] 

C$10.75 I US$ 7.30 
C$14.95 I US$10.15 
C$15.95 I US$10.85 
C$15.25 I US$10.35 
C$9.95 I US$ 6.75 

C$13.95 I US$ 9.50 

C$12.50 I US$ 8.50 
C$21.95 I US$14.95 
C$13.95 I US$ 9.50 
C$19.95 I US$13.55 
C$13.95 I US$ 9.50 
C$18.95 I US$12.80 

C$14.95 I US$10. 15 

C$24.95 I US$16.95 
C$19.95 I US$13.55 
C$12.95 I US$ 8.80 

Set of all 17 exhibit books 
Canada and the Universal Postal Union 1878-1900 [ArflcenJ 

Canada Post Office Guide · 1852 [Steinhart! 

C$259.95 I US$176.75 
reduced C$16.95 I US$11.55 

C$17.95 I US$12.20 
The Canada Precancel Handbook [Walburn( 

Canada - BNA Philately (An Outline) [Richardson] 

C$13.95 I US$ 9.50 
C$8.95 I US$ 6.10 

Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century [Day/Smythies] 

The Canadian Map Stamp of 1898 - A Plating Study [Bradley( 

C$8.95 I US$ 6.10 
C$34.95 I US$23 .75 
C$11.65 I US$ 7.90 
C$13.95 I US$ 9.50 

The Canadian Patriotic Post Card Handbook 1904-1914 [Gutzman( 

Canadian Permit Postage Stamps Catalog [StaeckerJ 

A Canadian Railway Postal History Anthology [CRPOSGJ 

Canadian Re-entry Study Group Newsletter (CRSGJ 

Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials [Johnsonrromasson] 

Catalogue of Canadian Railway Cancellations and Related 
Transportation Postmarks [Ludlow] 

as above, Supplement No. 1 [Ludlow] 

Civil Censorship in Canada During World War I [Steinhart] 

The Cumulative Index to BNA Topics 1944- 1997 [Livermore] 

Hand Stamp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada (Friedenthal) 

as above, Supplement #1 (FriedenthaiJ 

as above, Supplement #2 [Friedemhal] 

C$26.95 I US$18.35 
C$69.95 I US$47.55 
C$8.951 US$ 6.10 

reduced C$24.95 I US$16.95 
C$14.951 US$10. 15 
C$11.65 I US$ 7.90 
C$26.95 I US$18.35 
C$21.50 I US$14.60 
C$7.151US$ 4.80 

C$10.75 I US$ 7.30 
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John Boyd and Cottonwood, B.C. [Scrimgeour) 

The Major E.R. Toop Collection of Canadian Military 
Postal History (2 volume set) [McGuire/Narbonne) 

as above, Volume One: to the end of the Second World War 
as above, Volume Two: Post-Second World War 

Northwest Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986 [O'Reilly) 

Ontario Post Offices (2 volume set) [Smith] 

as above, Volume 1: Alphabetical listings 
as above, Volume 2: Listings by County & District 

The Post Office Department and the Parliamentary Record 
in Canada (Ontario and Quebec) From 1780 to 1925 [Hillman) 

Postage Stamps and Cancellations of Prince Edward 
Island, 1814-1873 [LehrJ 

The Postal History of the District of Assiniboia 1882- 1905 [Kell] 

The Slogan Box (Newsletters of SNAPS Slogan Cancel Study Group) 
3-hole punched 
as above, hardbound (3 volumes) 

Slogan Posta.! Markings of Canada in the Period 
from 1931 to 1940 [RosenblatJ 

Slogan Postal Markings of Canada in the 1941-53 Period [RosenblatJ 

Specimen Overprints of British North America [Boyd] 

The Squared Circle Postmarks of Canada [Moffat/Hansen] 

Transatlantic Study Group Handbooks [Arnell) 

Handbook #1: Handbook on Transatlantic Mail 
Handbook #2: Transatlantic Stampless Mail To and 

From British North America 
Handbook #3: The Transitional Decade From Sail to 

Steam on the North Atlantic 
Handbook #4: Transatlantic Mail To and From British 

North America From the Early Days to U.P.U. 
Set of all 4 handbooks 

Webb's Postal Stationery Catalogue of Canada and 
Newfoundland (6th Edition) [Walton/Coven) 

BNAPS Member's Price 
C$14.95 I US$10.15 

C$44.95 I US$30.55 
C$24.95 I US$16.95 
C$17.95 I US$12.20 
C$19.95 I US$13.55 
C$64.50 I US$43.85 
C$32.25 I US$21.90 
C$41.25 I US$28.05 

C$14.95 I US$10.15 

C$21.95 I US$14.95 
C$16.95 I US$11.55 

C$129.95 I US$ 88.35 
C$224.50 I US$152.65 

C$7.95 I US$ 5.40 
C$7.95 I US$ 5.40 

C$16.95 I US$11.55 
C$34.95 I US$23.75 

C$8.95 I US$ 6. 10 

C$14.95 I US$10.15 

C$12.95 I US$ 8.80 

C$26.95 I US$18.35 
C$44.95 I US$30.55 

C$16.95 I US$11.55 

Postage is extra on all Book Orders: Within Canada add 5% (min. $5); 
to USA add 10% (min. US$5.25); Overseas add 15% (min. US$8). 

For full descriptions, cover illustrations, and 
independent book reviews of these SNAPS
published works, please see the Saskatoon 
Stamp Centre 128-page Canadian & BNA 
Philatelic Literature price list or visit our web 
site: 

www .saskatoonstam p.com 

We have listed the SNAPS-specific titles on 
a single web page for your reference, at: 

www.saskatoonstamp.com/lit_bnaps.htm 

All orders should be sent to the Saskatoon 
Stamp Centre. Any of the other titles offered by 
the Saskatoon Stamp Centre, as advertised in 
their 128-page Canadian & BNA Philatelic 
Literature price list, supplement or internet web 
site can be ordered at the same time. 

Cheques must be made payable to: 

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE 

Your BNAPS member number is required at the 
time of order to receive the prices listed here. 
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NEW BOOKS 

"Philatelic Fantasies of British North America (1860-1910)", David F. 
Sessions. Charles G. Firby Publications, Waterford, Michigan (1999). 
Soft cover, 125 pages with illustrations, price guide, bibliography and 
index. Retail $19.95 U.S. Available from the publisher, 66 Highland 
Rd., Suite 107, Waterford, MI 48327-1967 (phone 248-666-5333, FAX 
248-666-5020 ). 

I recently received the above monograph from Charles Firby Publications with a 
request to review the publication. The author, David Sessions is no stranger to 
philatelic scholarship having written many articles and monographs on a variety of 
subjects. In between his writings David is the current editor of Maple Leaves, the 
house journal of the Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain. David has always 
been interested in the more esoteric side ofBNA philately, being a collector and 
writer on BNA forgeries. 

In his new publication David has taken us on a trip into a fantasy land where he 
introduces us to a munber of snake-oil salesmen, con-artists, and silver-tongued 
rogues who, to feed the demand of a growing and unsophisticated philatelic 
community starved of new issues, decided to produce their own stamps. These 
gentlemen operated in the later part of the nineteenth century, mostly out of the 
Montreal, Albany and Boston areas. The chief and leading perpetrator of the many 
creations that were produced and passed off as genuine was a gentleman by the 
name of Samuel Alan Taylor of Montreal and Boston. 

This publication, as Keith Spencer, President of the Royal Philatelic Society, states 
in the foreword, is a monograph that has long been .needed as it draws together the 
meagre information found in variety of philatelic journals into one easily accessible 
book. David was not content to just regurgitate the known information, but 
expended many hours checking the old information and searching for new. 

The book is divided into four sections: Bogus Locals of the 1880s.; College Stamps; 
The Perpetrators; and Miscellaneous. The first section introduces to those loveable 
con-artists Messrs Taylor, Craig, McLaclan, and Nutter, who in the 1880s launched 
such fantasies as Baldwin's Railroad Postage, Bancroft's City Express, Le Beau City 
Post, Bell's Dispatch, Grand Trunk Railway, Kerr's City Post, McLachlan's Label, 
Whitteley's Express, and Winslow & Co. Many of these bogus labels were 
announced as new issues in the philatelic press of the day w1til the authenticity was 
questioned by suspicious writers. Even when the jig was up, Taylor would go to 
great lengths in his own philatelic journal to brazen out the reports attempting to 
denigrate those who cast aspersions on the authenticity of his productions. One 
example from the discussion surrounding Baldwin's Railroad Postage will show the 
extent of Taylor's arrogance in referring to George Stewart, the reporter who 
exposed the Baldwin Labels as bogus, as "a diminutive specimen of a blue nose 
adapted to be one of Barnum's freaks of nature." And as an editor "with a peculiar ' 
aversion to telling the truth when a falsehood would serve his purpose." One could 
go in like vein for every one of the labels discussed in Section One. 

College Stamps, Section Two deals with the bogus College stamps, and David 
discusses four different labels of Canadian interest. The British American College, 
the BS & Co. College, Montreal and Musgrove's National Business College issues 
were prepared by our old friendS. Allan Taylor, and were issued in the Montreal 
area in the 1860s. to 1880s. Of the other two college labels, the M.C. College Stamp 
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is possibly another of Taylor's productions, and the M.O. was produced about 1866 
and could be genuine. 

The Third Section is a biographical sketch of some of the major players, Messrs. 
Craig, Melvin, McLachlan, Nutter, and Taylor. The Miscellaneous Section takes us 
on a cross-ootmtcy tour from Labrador to Alaska. There is a discussion of Corbeil's 
Private Post of Montreal, which offered to deliver letters within the City for One 
cent-a service which was quickly shut down by the Post Office. Then there are the 
Labrador Labels (circa 1900) which were first publicized in a Parisian Philatelic 
Joumal. From Labrador we are quickly transported to the West Coast where the 
mystecy and usage ofMcCreely's Express Stamp is brought into the spotlight. Then 
it is back to Prince Edward Island to examine another of Taylor's productions. In 
collaboration with Charley Lyford he produced (illegally) P.E.I.'s first decimal 
stamp (1866), and it was publicized as such in the European press. Finally it is off 
to the Prairies for a discussion on tl1at Canadian enigma-the Riel Essay-of which 
vecy little is known and on which much ink has been spent on speculation. 

The book, in addition to describing all the posturing and hyperbole surrounding 
these issues, illustrates all the various issues and varieties, and catalogues them 
with an approximate valuation The book is well laid out and is meant to be read; 
most readers, once they start, will not want to put it down. One has only to look 
at the bibliography to appreciate the amount of research and scholarship that has 
gone into the writing of this monograph. This is a book that all serious collectors 
ofBNA philately should have on tl1eir bookshelves, as sooner or later you are going 
to be offered or see one of these labels. It has been a pleasure to review this book, 
and I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to David Sessions for his 
scholarship and to Charles Firby Publications for publishing this much needed 
work. 

David H. Whiteley 

Study Group Centreline 

David Whiteley 
As many of you know, my wife Gillian, to whom I had been happily married for 41 
years, suffered a massive stroke on October 17, 1999, and died peacefully three days 
later. She will be sadly missed by her children, grandchildren, great grandchild and 
myself. Initially, I did not believe that I would be able to concentrate on matters 
philatelic. On reflection, I realise that life has to go on and I know it would be 
Gillian's wish tl1at I continue with my philatelic pursuits, as she was vecy proud of 
my achievements and supported my collecting and literacy endeavours. 

By now BNAPEX has come and gone. From your reporter's point of view it was a 
busy time with many study groups holding their annual get-togethers. The only 
problem was that many of the study group meetings were poorly attended. This I 
find disconcerting, and it must be especially so to the guest speaker who has spent 
many hours preparing his or her presentation. Members of study groups who do 
not attend these meetings also fail to get the full benefits of membership, as study 
group get-togethers are one of the few occasions when information can be 
exchanged, and face-to-face discussion oocur. 

Heading the newsletter list is one from The Trans-Pacific Mail group formed this 
April. The second edition contained items by Gray Scrimgeour from his collection 
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StudY Groupe 

Admirals: Andy Ellwood, P.O. Box 40001, 
251/.S Bank St., Ottawa, ON K1VOW8 
Air Mail: BMil Burrell, 857 Pembridge Drive, 
Lake Forest, IL 60046-4202 
B.C. Po.tal History: Bill Topping, 7430 
Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC V6B 5K2 
BNA PerfJna: Steve Koning, R.R.1, 
Bloomfield, ON KOK 1GO 
Canadian Inland Waterways: Robert 
Parsons, 4 Freeman Rd., Markham, ON 
L3P4G1 
Centennial Definitivee: Leonard 
Kruczynski, 19 Peterslield Place, Winnipeg, 
MBR3T3VI.S 
Duplex Cancellatlona of BNA: in process 
of being amalgamated with the Miscellaneous 
Cancels and Markings group (see below under 
Groupe Being Organized). 
Elizabethan: John D. Arn, N. 17708 Saddle 
Hill Rd., Colbert, WA 99005 
Fancy Cancels: Dave Lacelle, 369 Fullerton 
Ave., Ottawa, ON K1K 1K1 
First Day Coven: Pierre Ethier, 101 
McDonald Drive, #246, Aurora, ON L4G 3M2 
Flag Cancels: John G. Robertson, 10 Pergola 
Rd., Rexdale, ON M9W 5K5 
Large and Small Queena: Ron Ribler, P.O. 
Box 22911, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335 
Military Mall: Bill Bailey, #5- 8191 Francis 
Rd, Richmond, BC V6Y 1A5 
Newfoundland: John Butt, 264 Hamilton 
Ave., St. John's, NF AlE 1J7 
Philatelic Literature: inactive (seeking new 
chair and newsletter editor) 
Po.tal Stationery: Dieter Stoecker, 384 
Regal Dr., London, ON N5Y 1J7 
Re-Entries: John Jamieson, P.O. Box 1870, 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 3S2 
Registration Study Group: David 
Handelman, Mathematics Department, 
University of Ottawa. Ottawa, ON KIN 6N5 
Revenues: Clu·is Ryan, 569 Jane St., Toronto, 
ON M6S4A:.J 
R.P.0.11: Williorn G. Robinson, 5830 Cortier 
Rt., Vnnmuver, OC V6M 11A7 
Slopn Cancels: Steven Frieden thai, 
3 Lindbergh Cree., St. Albert, AB T8N 288 
Squared Circles: Jack Gordon, 2364 Gallant 
Fox Ct., Reston, VA 20191-2611 
Transatlantic Mall: Malcolm Montgomery, 
76 Glen Eyre Rood, B88sett, Southampton 
S02 3NL England 
'I'rana-Paclflc Mall: Bri11n Murphy, 89 
Goulburn Ave., Ottaw11, ON KIN 8C9 
WWII: William Pekonen, 201- 7300 Moffatt 
Road, Richmond, B.C. V6Y lXB 

Study Group Reporter: David Whiteley, 
Apt. 605, 77 Edmonton St., Winnipeg, MB 
R3C4H8 

of material to Asia. Mac McConnel sent 
along some interesting items from his 
collection, and David Whiteley provided 
information from the Post Office 
archives on the handling of mail on 
arrival from the far east. I have 
received the October edition of the B.C. 
Postal History Research Group 
newsletter. It contains an item on the 
Post Office's policy on "special 
cancellations," an item on the Trail, 
B.C. post office postal code, a tribute to 
the late George H. Melvin, "Father of 
modem B.C. postal history," a study of 
Vernon's R?stal history and; a story on 
items • Passed by Internment 
Censor-Vernon, B.C." 

The September and November copies of 
the R.P. 0. Cowcatcher have been 
received. The September edition 
contains pieces by Ross Gray on the 
RR-125 Hammer and Brian Stalker on 
the Hamilton and Meaford runs. Dick 
Colberg submitted advertising material 
for the Yarmouth & Annapolis Railway 
(1883) and a Grand Trunk railway 
schedule for 1870 was submitted by 
Alex Campbell. The November edition 
contains a map of the Great Western 
Railway System, south-west Ontario 
region (1877), and s<>me examples of 
covers carried over this route. Lionel 
Gillam submitted some feed back on 
RR-73A (MAIL LINE/MAIN LINE). 
The July edition of the Canadian 
Revenue newsletter contains items by 
Chris Ryan "Precancelled stamps on 
Playing Cards" (Part 3) and John 
Harper on "Series C: Snuff Stamps 
used by National Tobacco of Montreal." 
Chris Ryan also updated Airport 
Departure user fees. The Rotind-Up 
Annex for August and October 1999 
contained further reports on the 
progress of the roster project, some new -
reP.?rts and a continuation of Jim 
Miller's monograph on the "Orbs." 
The Canadian Military Mail Study 
Group newsletter for August contained 
pieces by John Wannerton on a cover 
from Norway to New York via Canada. 
Walter Plomish illustrated a 
R.C.A.F/R.A.F. India Command cover 
and Wilf Whitehouse supplied 
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GroUJ)! Being Ompized 

CanaclJan Pottt Card Study Group: Colin 
Campbell , # 303 • 1260 Raymer Ave., Kelowna, 
BC VJW 3S8 
Map Stamp Study Group: Ft'ed Fawn, 20 
Palomino CNltl., Willowdale, ON M2K 1 Wl 
M1.8cellaneoua Cancela and Marldnp: 
Robert A. Loo, #203 • 1139 Sutherland Avo., 
Kelowna, BC VlY 5Y2 
Precancel Study Group: Andy Ellwood, Box 
40001,2515 Bnnk St., Ottawa, ON KIVOW8 

Vlce-Preeldent for Study Groupa: 
Oough1a Lingard, 2425 Blncltstone Cr., 
Ottawa, ON KIB 4H3 

infonnation on the 1939 Royal visit. 
There is also a listing of World War II 
serial number prefix letters. The 
newsletter is rounded out with 
additional information on previous 
contributions. 

September saw the arrival of a 
newsletter from the re-vitalised 
Re-Entry Group with a nice article on 
Newfoundland m~or re-entries on the 
1865 decimal currency issue ( #31 & 39). 
The September/October issue of the 
Newfie newsletter contains items by 
Bob Dyer on a new First Day for the 
1929 Re-Engraved ~ Publicity Ieeue. 
There was a piece on the COX Philatelic 

Letters, Kevin O'Reilly continued his monograph on Labrador Post Offices and 
there was a note on plating the 1933 Balbo ainnail stamp. The August edition of 
Coll{ederatioll contains an article by W.H. Manyluk "Unitrade Needs Revision." 
There are comments by Ron Ribler on various queries raised in previous ieeues. 
The War Times contains articles on Newfoundland censorship by Peter Burrows 
and World War II research resources by Bill Pekonen; mail "Held By Censor" by 
Chris Miller; and "Damaged by Fire and Water" also by Chris Miller. Tom Almond 
submitted an item on War Savings envelopes. The BNA Perforator for October also 
arrived. Jon Johnson submitted an article on "Postal History from the Director of 
Records Militia Council and Department of National Defence." Then, Barry Senior 
contributed a short item "Perfins on Stamps of Newfoundland." The September 
edition of Postal Stationery Notes contained an item about the post cards printed 
and issued under licence by the Postcard Factory. These are becoming a hot 
collecting item. There are updates on a number of subjects including Priority 
Courier, XPRESSPOST, Photo Mailers, Go Letters, and Sky Paks. There is also a 
reproduction of Post Office Department Order No.7 (1871) dealing with Post Cards. 
Finally there is an illustrated piece by Michael Sagar on Cranbrook Trading 
Company wrapper advertisements. The Trans-Atlantic Newsletter contains an 
article from the Small Queen Large Queen era on combination covers. Dorothy 
Sanderson contributed a complicated registered cover from Upper Canada to 
Ireland (1858). This was followed by another example from St. John's Chapel, 
England to Upper Canada (1845, from the Martin Willcocks collection). These 
illustrations are followed by a brief discueeion of the problems with early 
trans-Atlantic registered covers. There is an item from Jack Arnell on late fees. 
Malcolm Montgomery has indicated his intention of expanding the groups activities 
to include trans-Atlantic airmail material and has written a short piece on the use 
of air post "A Decision by the Postmaster General is approved." 

The July/August edition of the Corgi Times contains an itelll on "Corner Paper 
Folds" by Donald Leblanc, Wilding period covers, rates and usage by Harry 
Machum and the Cameo-period 7¢ jet airmail by John Am. John Hillmer 
submitted a piece on "Fun Items" in tJ1e Caricature and Landscape definitive series. 
Leopold Beaudet sent along an item on the 1979 17¢ Postal Code commemorative 
issue. John Burnett submitted an article on interrupted mail. 

That appears to have emptied the mail bag for this quarter. It just remains for me 
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
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Readers Speak 

This is a column where the readers of TOPICS can express their views, ask 
questions, and add information. to previously published articles. 

Sir; 

A further note concerning my article "The Three Cents Small Queen Issue of 
Canada Revisiting L.D. Shoemaker's Classification of 1941" that appeared in the 
last issue of Topics (Vol. 56, No. 3, pg. 5-14). After thinking further about the 
situation, let me restate something. 

The Kiusalas 65 predominates on the Ottawa printings, while 66 is the 
predominant perforation for the Montreal printing. Perhaps Table 2 would have 
sufficed without the Kiusalas entries. Many exceptions exist for several reasons, 
such as pins bending or breaking, imprecise settings for different runs, and 
possibly even paper shrinkage. I hope this clarifies and removes discrepancies. It 
remains extremely dangerous to make exclusive statements about anything 
pertaining to the stamp, because new varieties are constantly being discovered. 

Ronald I. Ribler 

Sir; 

I would like to oomment on or two subjects in the Jul/Aug!Sep issue just received, 
the first being on Ron Ribler's fears about the 'breath test' in his kind review of 
my latest opus. Perhaps I should have made it clear that I was referring to breath 
and not saturation; secondly I never thought of breathing on the back of any stamp 
let alone a mint one- a quiet 'huh' on the printed side is usually quite sufficient 
to start the stamp curling one way or t'other. Perhaps Ron was getting confused 
with my well known, tried and tested 'spit test' for faked postmarks! 

On tl1e subject of his review of Shoemaker's classification of the Three Cents Small 
Queen I was surprised to see in the revised table 1st Ottawa's as bein~ in the main 
perforated 12 all round. I would not be so rash as to say such don t exist, but I 
don't have any (there's an opening for an enterprising dealer!). The earliest 
Indian/Copper Reds perf 11.9; the bulk and the rest of the 1st Ottawa's generally 
come in at 11.75 approximately-Qr as pointed out in R.A.Johnson's interesting 
article-this is actually 11.85. Or at least it usually is, but it can go as low as 11.80. 
The early Montreal printings, up to about autumn 1875, generally gauge around 
11.6 x 11.85, and it is not until thereafter that one starts to get nearer a true 11.5 
x 12 and 11. 75, as well as ooncurrently 12 and a true 11.75 x 12 until1879/80 when 
things steady down to generally 12- tmtil 1!387-1889 when again we have a 
compound- 12 x 12.15 creeping up to 12.2 with some of the rose-carmines. One 
of the problems with perforation measurements that seems to be ignored by 
writers on tl1e subiect is that tl1e spaces between the holes on the earlier printings 
are not even. 

Which brings me on to tlte Kiusalas. I was lucky enough to be successful in one or 
two bids for some of the Lussey registered covers, but was at first puzzled by the 
measurements given. For example on a cover franked by a matching rose-carmine 
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3¢ SQ with a rose-cannine 2¢ RLS, the perfs were given as 12.11 all round. Using 
my trusty Instanta which is one of the old thick ones that measures 10- 16 only, 
tl1e SQ read 12 x 12.15, and the RLS 12.15 x 12- not.e different readings top and 
bottom to sides; it was the same story witl1 my other acquisitions which had been 
gauged at either 12.11 or 12.3, and which weren't. Well I had to assume as 
distinguished a collector as Mr. Lussey would know how to use a perforation gauge, 
and it wasn't tmtil a fellow Soot asked me to look at his collection of Small Queens 
which he wants to sell in order to collect other Canadiana (silly fellow!!) to find it 
all marked 12.11 or some such that the penny dropped. Because Perf. 12 according 
to the Kiusalas gauge is really 12.11, so evecytlling had been marked. Well12 ain't 
12.11, it's 12. I find it difficult to w1derstand the enthusiasm for the Kiusalas; it 
can't be used on stamps on cover, or on large blocks, nor as has been claimed on 
all single off-cover stamps because of the varied hole spacing referred to above. 
Apart from consigning the wretched thing to a retirement home for redundant 
aluminium, its only value as far as I am conoerned, is to check the accuracy of one's 
Instanta, or other see-Urrough traditional gauge. 

John Hillson 

Sir; 

The cover article by Bill Longley in Topics Vol. 56, No.3 incorrectly describes the 
postmark as a MOOD. It is in fact a MOTO. 

Money Order Office Datestamp 
(MOOD) 

. ; .~3900 ' 
~ ~ ~ . ... • • \0 ~ ... .: • ) 

: ::f2·at ·~r119s9 
. ~: 1. ~ : ::-• . ·~ : . . ' ~ 

: ~0. 1 ~TAWA 
r.J· .. ONT . · .. : .· .. ' ' .. ,\ , . '---- ---J . :. A. ....... .:. . .. : ~ ······ · 

BOLTON, 

MAY~ 1951 
• ~ • I . o~rr. 

Money Order Transfer Office 
(MOTO) 

Money Order Office Nmnber 
(MOON) 

Post Offioe Computer Organization Number 
(POCON) 

C.R. McGuire 
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Sir; 

Second Edit ion of "OAT and AV2 Markings" 
The first edition of the above book has been sold out and a second edition is now 
being prepared. Since publication of the first edition it has become obvious that 
a high percentage of covers with the above markings are held by specific country 
collectors-not necessarily aerophilatelists. Many collectors from all over the 
world have been most cooperative and, unsolicited, have sent me lists of their 
holdings as well as photocopies of individual rovers. 

In order to have as large and accurate a data base as possible, I would ask that 
rollectors who have these rovers, and with whom I have not yet been in ron tact, 
please send me photocopies (please have them full size and note the rolour of the 
strike as well as the date of posting) or a letter detailing what they have. The 
results of this research will be of help to philatelists everywhere. Please send to 
Murray Heifetz, 49 Temhill Ores., Don Mills, Ont., Canada M3C 2E4. In addition 
to OAT and AV2 markings, ifyou have the circular "Air Transit" marking applied 
in Hong Kong, this is also requested. 

Murray Heifetz 

Schiff Auctions .A. Buyers, Auctioneers & Appraisers of U.S. & ~ 
!::::, Worldwide Stamps & Postal History 

We invite you to consign individual stamps, postal history and collections for 
public auction or private treaty sale. Our •Especially for Specialists"® auc
tions are designed with you in mind, whether you're a buyer or seller of U.S. 
or Worldwide staf1"4'S. We also purchase outrigtt, but contact us before 
sending any stamps. Be sure to include your address and phone number. 
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Jacques C. Schiff. Jr. Inc. 
195 Main St. 

Ridgefield Park NJ 07660 USA 
Telephone 201-641 -5566 

Fax 201-641-5705 
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The Wilmer C. Rockett Canadi.an Revenu<1 
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E.S.J. Van Dam.]; van Dam, E.S.J. Apr/Jun 1999, 
#479 v56 n2 p4 
Air Letter Sheeta 
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including prepaid mail from Plll'lll!"tiYi prohibited 
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Apr/Jun 19w, #479 vll6 n2 pu2(3) 
Air Mall 

A Canadian in tiUI R.AF. in World War I. [The 
personlll history of a 1918 letter from Harry Lobb, 
famed pilot, to hte fami!,y.]; Heifetz, Murrey. Apr/Jun 
1999, #479 v56 n2 p48(2) il 
.Ainraph Service 

Tl•e Steinhart Legacy. [A vlll'iety of IJO!Ital)awe 
and regulations IIJ'e n~inted from poet.al recorda 
including prepaid mail from Plll'aguey; prohibited 
publicat•one1 reply coupons)~ Stemtilll't., Allan L. 
Apr/Jun 19911, #479 v06 n2 pu2(3) 
Auctlona 

The •Harry W. Lussey~ Gold Medal Canadian 
Registrotion Markings & Registered Letter Stamp 
Collection. (Auction announcement by Robert A. 
Lee.]: Jan/Mill' 1'!,.99\ ~~78 v56 n1 p4(adv) il 

Tl\e Wilmer C. lwc:Rea Canada Revenue Collection 
- Part1.. (Auction announcement by van Dam.]; 
Jan/Mar 1999, #478 v06 n1 p14(adv) 
B•lboFUpt 

Readers Speak. (Additionlll mail from the 
N aecopie is rep<!rted to have been carried on the 
Balbo night.); Binner, Roberti PYer, Norrie R. 
Apr/Jun 1999 #479 v06 n2 JJ80(il) il 

Readers Speak. (Further commente on the 
poeeibility of an added informlll packase of mail on 
the Balbo Right.); Oyer, Norrie R. JuljSep 1999, #480 
v06 n3 
B•l'leYo CoUn H. 

Whirl's New. Natwnal Archives of Canada.. fNew 
materilll from the Gundersen collection; defaced 
plates of the Jubileee; and the papers of Colin Bayley 
concerning hie philatelic activitiee.]; Morin, Cimon. 
Oct/Dec 1999, #481 vll6 n4 pl)8 
Binner Robert 

Re;/ers Speak. [Further oommente on the 
possibility of an added informlll packase of mail on 
the Balbo llighL); Oyer, Norris R. Jui/Sep 1999, #480 
v66 n3 
BNAPS 

Edilorwl Page. [EarJ.lr history of the Society ie 
reclllled.]; Lemire, Robert J. Apr/Jun 1999, #470 vll6 
n2 p3 
Boi!P Winthrop S. 

Eiirly Am.t'rican PNforating Machines and 
Perforotions 1857-1867 /iy Winthrop S . Bo8/ls. (A 
comparison of two different vereione -or this 
publication ia made.]; Johnson, Richard A. Jui/Sep 
1999 #480 vll6 n3 pl6(13) il tb bi 
Brid•h Amerle•n U.nk Note Comp•ny 

What's New. National Archives of Canada. 
[Recently acquired materillle from the Britieh 
American Bank Note Company, Canada Post, E.A. 
Sr_nythiee Md William Weller lll'e described.]; Morin, 
Cimon. Jan/Mill' 1999, #478 v156 n1 pll8(2) 
Brltl•h Columbt. 

lAw Ludlow's RPO CowcatchN. ['!'he S-140 
pureer'a ticket hammer of tho Br itish Columbia Coast 
Service io illuetrated and discussed.]; Robineon, 
William G. AprjJun 1999, #479 vll6 n2 p63(2) il 
Brltl•h We.t Indies 

Tl1<1 West Indian Mail: Late 19th Century Covers 
between Canada and the British W.rst Indif!s by th. 
Halifax Packets and bv other Routes: Part I. Murphy, 
Brian D. JuiiSep 1009, #480 vll6 n3 p29(16) il tb b1 

C•a.d• Po.t Co~ratlon 
Editorial Ppt1e. Lt;lectronic !'8'l mey make future 

poe tal reeelll'ch more difficulL]; Lemire, Robert J. 
Jan/Mar 1999, !11478 vll6 n1 p3 

Postal Pot-pourri. [New doj!!JI!! at the Poet Office 
ineludinJLjnformation on XPRESS POST and 
PRIORITY POS'l'; new viewo from the Poet CIIJ'd 
Factor:y; new officilll view cards\ a new lo~; and 
~paid mailers for video I.a.- ana photoe.li Covert., 
Elll'le L. Ju]JSep 1999, #480 vll6 n3 p63(7) 11 
C•pe of Good Hop;e 

Th11 African Mall. Covers bflt-n British North 
America and Africa, 1851-1898: Part II. Murphy, 
BriM D. AP!/Jun 1999, #479 vll6 n2 p13(18) il ta bt 
COIUital and lnland Water Route Mail 

&otkre Soeak. £Arnell off era com mente on Victor 
WiUeon's article on 'pr. Arabian' (whole 475 plj) and 
Eisenberg's IIJ'ticle on Poetal Rates (whole 416 p8).]: 
Arnell, Jack C. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 vll6 n1 p;80{3) ii 

Storia Behind My Covers: 87. The HazaNJs of the 
Newfoundland Comt in a Fig. Arnell, Jack C. 
Apr/Jun 1999, !11479 vll6 n2 p32(2) il 

Lew Ludlow's RPO Cowcatcher. ['l'he S-140 
IJII1'8er'e ticket hammer of the British Columbia Coaat 
Service ie illuetrated and dieCU88ed.]; Robineon, 
William G. Apr/Jun 1999, !11479 v66 n2 p63(2) il 
CoUectla6 

Editorral Page. [The time and energy ep~mt on 
philately ie dieCU8eed.]; Lemire, Robert J. JuljSep 
1999, !11480 v56 n3 p3 
CoUectlnl- Acc-.orlea •nd SuppUe. 

Reodm-s SJHIO}I. [Ribler addii some further 
commente to fiie emil! I queen IIJ'ticle (Topice v06#3) 
concerning perforations; Hillson com mente on the 
smllll queen article (Topice vll6 n3) , and finds 
oommente on eome ~lema with the Kiuealae_gl!u~· 
McGuire eu8J!et!te the cancel identified ae a MOOD 
(~opice v56n3) by lf>ngley is actually a MqTO.J; 
Rtbler1 Ronllld I.; Htllson, N. John A.; McGutre, C. 
Ronllla. Oct/Dec 1999, #481 vM n4 p80(3) 
Columbi• Fllidat 

Columbia tf'or Mail - ~anded Study, and other 
Follow-"J>B. Dyer, Norris R. Oct/Dec 1009, #481 v06 
n4 p42(9) il 
Cro• Border Mall 

Canadian Mail to Me:cico, 1882-1961. Willaon, 
Victor L. Apr/Jun 1999, #4 79 vll6 n2 p11(8) il bi 

Thtr Stemhart Letlacy. (A Canadian reply-card 
from the US to Canftila, and an 1879 re~tere'd poet 
card to the US are illuetrated and diseueoed.]j· 
Steinhart, Allan L.Jui/Sep 1999, !11480 vll6 n3 plll(l! 
il 
EiMnber&Mare 

il«ukrs SJH!O:k. [Commente on the oovera ehown 
with the Eisenberg lll'ticle.]i, HMdelmM, David. 
~/Jun 199!!t #479 vll6 n2 po2 
F•kee •ad ¥ora-arlee 

Lew Ludlow'allPO Cowcatcher. [Poeeibility of a 
faked cover is discussed.); Robineon, William G. 
JuljSe~ 1999, #480 v06 n3 p62 
Flnt D•y of UN 

Readers S~. [Commente on the uee of the 
"Firat DII.Y _of Uoe• cancel.]; Jarnick, Jerome C. 
JuljSep 1999~ #480 v56 n3 p81 
Forms •nd Lllbet. 

Postal Pot-pourri. [Canada Poet 1998 Chrietmaa 
Clll'd ie illuetraied; new reg\otration service and forme 
are featured~ a varie!;y of permite are illuetrated.JI· 
Covert, Earle L . Jan/Mill' 1999, !11478 v66 n1 p611(7) t 

Po.tal Pot-pourri. (A variety of new forme, labelo, 
~ite and rate echedules are shown and dieeueaed.J· 
UJvel1., Elll'le L. Apr/Jun 1999, #479 v06 n2 p611(0) tl 
'Free' Mall•nd Mtarb 

Early Us• of the Poetal System for Free Mail in 
Canada. [Hiator:y of free franking on legislative mail 
and printed matter in the mid-1800's 1e provided.); 
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Davia, Daniel D. Oct/Dec 1999, #481 v06 n4 p62(11) 
Goodrich Tire Comr.n:!': 

A Small Str<dy o a. Large Card. Goodrich 
advertioing ~ds of e early 1040's are i~luatrated 
and described.)j. Kloss, Arthur; Walton, William C. 
Jon/Mar 1999, 11'478 v56 nl p21(8) il 
Gundenon, Georp A. 

WlwJ's New. Nat1onal Archiueo of Canada.. [New 
material from the Gundersen collection; defaced 
plates of the Jubilllee; and the papers of Cohn D~~,Yiey 
concerning 11i• philatelic activities.); Morin, Cimon. 
Oct/Dec 1999, #481 v66 n4 p58 
Hotels 

Postal History 1'idbitli. [Lost hotel, automobile 
and steamship k!Jl,B tl8eigt)ed their own poe tal rate.); 
Longley, Dill. Jul}l:lep 1999, #480 v06 n3 p57 il 
Humor 

Al1otlu.r Funny FabU. from Sixt;y:Fiue Years of 
Philately. Harrison, Horace W. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 
vll6 nl 1>47(2) il 

Anofher Funny Fable from Sixty-fiue Years of 
Phi late~>.'. [The moral of the story is to bey_ it when 
you see 1t.]; Harrison, Horace W. Jui/Sep 1999, #480 
vll6 n3 pll4(3) 
lm~rforate StamP!! 

F'ull lmp_erforate Errorli on the 1973 R.C.M.P. 
Centenary Set. [SJ!OOulntion that some of these 
imperforate& are prmters waste ie diacusaed.]· 
Monteiro, Joseph. Jui/Sep 1000, #480 vM n3 p47(4) 
il bi 
Internet 

National Arcl•iueo. Wh11t's New?. [New of the 
Archives includi!tK a number of useful philatelic 
internet sites.); Morin, Cimon. Apr/Jun 1999, #479 
v66 n2 p116(2) 
Jarred, Fred 

National Archiues of C<m.ada: When'• New. (A 
description of new additions to the archives ie 
~vided including_ revisions !1.Y Jarrett and others to 
the 1029edition of his "DNA Hook: Stamps of British 
North America".]; Morin, Cimon. Jui/Sep 1099, #480 
v66 n3 p53((2) 
lAw. and Re,Watlon• 

The Steinhart Legacy. [A variety of postal Jaws 
and regulations are reprinted from postal l'<lCOrde 
includin~r prepaid mail from Parlq!Uey; prohibited 
pub I icatiO_tl_!.i. reply couponsJi Stem hart, Allan L. 
Apr/Jun 1wu, #479v66 n2 pu2(3) 
Lee Robert A. 

The "Harry W. Lussey" Gold Medal Canadian 
Re~tistrcnion Markings & R'-gistered Letter Stamp 
Collection. [Auction announcement by Robert A. 
Lee.); Jon/Mar 1999, #478 v06 n1 p4(adv) il 
LUIIaey, Harry W. 

The ~Harry W. Lussey" Gold Medal Canadian 
Registrcnion Markings &. R<>gistered Letter Stamp 
Collection. [Auction announcement by Robert A. 
Lee.]j Jon/Mar 1999, #478 vll6 nl p4(adv) it 
Marttime Mail • Atlantic 

Stories Behind My Couers. 36. A Misdirected 
Letter. [1863 Jetter miemarked in London miseee 
closed bea- to Hnlifax.); Arnell, Jack C. Jon/Mar 1999, 
#478 vG6 n1 p13 il 

The A{ruxm Mail. Covers Between BriJish North 
America and Africa, 1851-189& Part I. Murphy, 
Brian D. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 v66 n1 ~3(14) il tb b1 

The African Mail. Couers between British North 
America and Africa, 1851-1898: Part II. Murphy1 
BrianD.Apr/Jun 199p1 #479v66n2p13(18)il tab1 

1'he WeRt Indian Mail: Late 19th C..n.tury Couers 
betwe<~n Carwda a11d the British West Indies by the 
Halifax Packetli and by other Routes: Part I . Murpby1 
Brian D. Jui/Sep 10!J111 #480 vG6 n3 p29( 16) illh £n 

Stories Behind 'VIY Couers - 38. Qu~ and 
Montreal Ship Letters. Arnell, Jack C. Jui/Sep 1999, 
#480 v66 n3 p4G(3) il 

Stories Behind My_ Couers. 39. UnintereBting 
Aopearing Covers 0/len Relate to Interesting Storieti .. 
[1868 <:Over from London to HalifiiX fails to receive 
postage due marka.); Arnell, Jack C. Oct/Dec 1999, 
#481 vll6 n4 p14 il 

SampU.ti to Oueroll08 Destinations in t!U< 19th 
Century. [An 1870's commercial package ofaamplee 

is described.); Willson, Victor L. Oct/Dec 1000, #481 
v06 n4 003(2) il bi 

The ~einhart Legacy: For a Penn;t or Two. [Rare 
(possibly unique) 2 cent UPU regi~tered card to 
Germany ia illuatrat.ed.]; Steinhart, Allan L. Oct/Dec 
19991 #it81 vll6 n4 p66(2) it 
Marttlme Provincee 

The West Indian Mail: Late 19th Century Couers 
between Canada and the DriJish West Indies by the 
Halifax Paclu!ts and by other Routes: Part II. 
Murphy, Brinn D. OctlDec 1999, #481 v66 n4 
1120(21} II tb bi 
Meten and Permit• . 

Postal Pot-po_urri. [Canada Poet 1998 Christmas 
card is illualrated; new reJrietration service and forme 
are featured~ a variety of permits are illustrated.]·( 
Covert. Earle L. Jon/Mar 1999, #478 v56 n1 p66(7) 1 
Meld co 

Canadian Mail to Mexico, 1882-1951. Willson, 
Victor L. A{!r/Jun 1999, #479 v56 n2 pll(8) il bi 

RecuJers 'Speak. [Correction to a ci£ed reference io 
made.]; Willilon, Victor L. Jul,&p 1999, #480 vll6 n3 

~1tennlum (Year 2000) 
Po$tal Pot-pourri. [Canada Poet is offering new 

pack~ng material; a cube-it wheel for poetft.qe 
calculation; and e~nl offerini!B for tlie 
Millennium.)( Covert, Earle L. Oct/Dec 1999, #481 
v06 n4 Jij7(6J il 
NaacoP.ie (Ship) 

Reaaers Speak. [Additional mail from the 
N as co pie ie reJX!rted to have been carried on the 
Balbo nil!ht,); Binner, Roberti. Dyer, Norrie R. 
Apr)Jun tll99 #470 v116 n2 p80(i1) il 

Readers Speak. (Further comments on the 
possibility or on added informal Pll~ of mail on 
U1e Balbo nigltt.]; Dyer, Norris R. Jui/Sep 1999, #480 
vG6 n3 
National Archive• of Canada 

Canada'• Small Que<~n Issue. Printing Plcnes. 
(Plate recorda for Smal[ Queena found at the ~ational 
Archives.]; Nixon, J. E'dward. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 
v56 n1 pll(8) tb bi 

What'$ New. Ncnion.al Archille8 of Canada. 
[Recently aoq_uired material& from the British 
American Bank Note Company, Canada Post, E.A. 
SJ;DYthiee and William Weller are described.]; Morin, 
Cimon. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 vll6 nl p68(2) 

National Archiu11s. What's New?. [New or the 
Archives includi_njf a number of useful Philatelic 
internet sites.]; Morin, Cimon. Apr/Jun U199, #479 
v66 n2 p66(2) 

Nat1onal Archiues of Conada: What's New. [A 
descript,ion of new additions to the archives ie 
~ided ineluding_ revisions !1,y Jarrett and others to 
the 1029 edition ofhia •BNA Hook: Stamps of British 
North America".]; Morin, Cimon. Jul,&p 1999, #480 
v06 n3 ~3((2) 

Whal e New. National Archiues of Canada.. [New 
material from the Gundersen collection; defaced 
plates of the Jubileee; and the papers or Colin ~ley 
oonoerning Jtie philatelic activities.); Morin, Cimon. 
Oct/Dec 1999, #481 v66 n4 p58 
New BruniWicll 

Rttoders Speak. [Arnell offers comments on Victor 
Willson's ariiele on 'pr. Arabian' (whole 4711 pll) and 
Eisenberg's article on Poetal Rates (whole 476 p8).]: 
Arnell, Jack C. Jon/Mar 1099, #478 vOO n I p80{3) iT 
Newfound~nd , 

Storiee Behind My Couers: 87. The Hazards o(the 
Newfoundland Coast in a Fig. Arnell, Jac C. 
Apr/Jun 1999, #470 vll6 n2 ~~(2 il 
Newfound~nd - Air Mall · F t. 

Columbia Air Mail -E~ Study, and other 
Follow-upt1. Dyer, Norrie R. Oct/Dec 1999, #481 v66 
n4 p42(9) il . 
NeWfound~nd - Oveo»rint. and Surchara-

The LaBt Four Newfoundland Surcharged 
Prouieionals. [The Newfoundland ~visionale or 
102~1 1030 and 1046 are diacusaed.)(· !J.Yer, Norria R. 
~pr/<lun 1999, #470 v66 n2 p34(0) i b1 
Newfoundland • Revenue and Tax Paid Stampt~ 

Newfoundland R•u•nue Stamp Wat~trmarks. LA 
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rep_ort on Ute atfle and nnture of the watermark.J·I 
Willah, John M. OctiDec 1999, #"81 vl56 n" !)16(3) 1 
Newlouacllaad - Traaeportatloa Poet ome. 
aadMarlui 

Ulll Ludl01u'a RPO Cowcatcher. [A recent example 
of Ludlow'& Nll4 Newfoundlnnd traneP'!rtation mark 
ie deecribed.); Robinson, William 0. Oct/Dee 1999, 
#48 1 vl56 n4 JJ61(2) il 
Nlxoa, J. Edward 

Read~mt Spook. [Discueoion of J. Edward Nixon's 
tnt,icle on the plates of the email qnoens appeara.]i 
HilleonJ.N.JohnA. ~AJun 1999, #4'79 vli6 n2 p79(2J 
Nova ~tla - Poel Marlui aad Caaeellatlou 

Roundiflll Up SoiUJJ'ed Circlea. (Type two, Nova 
Scot.ill equnied circlee are lisU!d.]; Ooidon, John S. 
Oct/Dee 1999, #481 vll6 n4 pli7 
omclalMall 

Early Uae of the Po11tal Sy11tem for Frw Mail in 
Conada:. [Hiatory orr.- franking on legie lative mail 
llnd printed mntter in the mid-J800's IS provided.]; 
011vie, Daniel B. Oct/Dee 1999, #481 vli6 n4 pli2(1i) 
Oatario 

Postal Rates in UJ!per and Low"r Canada: 
1832-1869- A Couer Stuily ofCollect.llates. Part III .. 
Eisenberg. Marc. Jan/Mar Hl99, #4 78 vli6 n 1 plli(li) 
it bi 

What'• New. National Archiwa of Canada. 
{Recently acquired materials from tJte Britiah 
Ame rican Bank Note Company, Canndll Poet. E.A. 
~thiee and William Weller are deecribed.); Morin, 
Cimon. Jan/Mar 1999, #"78 vliO n l pli8(2) 
Perforatlou 

Early Am11riron Performing Machinew and 
P•rforaJiona 1857-1867 b:r Wintflrop S. Bogga. [A 
comjlftJ'iaon of two diiTcrent vereions of thie 
pubri011tion ie mnde.); Johnson, Richard A. Jul/Sep 
1909, #480 vGO n3 p16( 13) ill.b bi 
Poet Card Factory 

Polllal Pot-pourri. [New doj_nj[l at the Post Office 
includinJL_information on XPHESS POST and 
PRIO RITY POST; new viewe from the Poet Card 
F to ; new official view cards· a new logo; and 

mai lers for video ~pee 11nd pl1oi,oe.l\ Covert, 
ule L Jul/.3e_p 1999, #480 vl56 n3 p63(7) u 

Poet Card• - Private Order 
A Small Study of a Larl(• Cord. [Goodrich 

ndvertieing Cllrde of the early "1940'a are illuetrated 
11nd dcacribed.Ji, Klus, Artliur; Walton, William C. 
Jttn/Mar 1999, N478 vOO nl p21(8) il 
Poet Card• - Re~J!tlar beue 

7'he St<1inhart Ul{acy. lA Canndian reply-CIU'd 
from the US to CaniJda, a11d lUI 1879 regieteroo poet 
card to tJ1e US are illuatrllU!d and diacu88ed.)1 
Steinhart. Allan L. Julf.lep 1999, # 480 v/}6 nS plil(2J 
il 

Tl,. SUinluvt Legacy; For a Pcmny or T wo. [Rare 
(~eibly unique) 2 cent UP U regiotered CMd to 
Germeey ie iUuetraU!d.); Steinhart, Allan L. Oct/Dec 
1999, #481 vli6 n4 p61i(2) il 
Poet Omce - Equlpmeat 

Postal Pot-pourn [Cnnnda Poet i• offering new 
pt1ckt1ging m11terial; a cubo·il wheel for poel.aRe 
e~~lculntion; and S[II!Cilll offering& for tlie 
Millennium.)[ Covert, Earle L. Oct/DeC 1999, #481 
vOO n4 p(}7(6J il 
Poet Otftew - Opeaiqii/Cloela .. 

The Steinhart Legacy. lA variety of poe tal lawe 
nnd regulntione are reP!inU!d from poelal reoorda 
including prepaid mail from P11rfl8U{IY; Jlr(!hibiU!d 
publie~~Llona; reply roupona.); Stemliart, Allan L. 
Apr/Jun 1999, ~479 vli6 n2 pli2(S) 
Poetaa-Due 

Po1lal Hietory TidbiJ3. fLoet hotel, automobile 
ftlld e te amahip kei_e uaigned their own poetal rate.); 
Longlo.YJ,. Bill. Jult::lep 1999, #<180 vli6 n3 pli7 il 
Poe tal ~tatloaery 

lwtal J>ot-pourn LA vnrie ty of new forms, lAbels, 
J!Cm•ita and rateachedulee are ehown 11nd diaCUBoed.)· 
Covl'ri, E11rle L. AprfJun 1099, #479 v06 n2 ~(li) ,( 

Polllal J>ot-pourr1. (New do_in,ll'lat the Poet Office 
including__ information on XPH ESS POST and 
P HIORITY POST; now viowo from U1e Poet Cllrd 
F11otory; new o ffi cial viPw cRrtle; n n~>w logo; and 

~P.ftld mailers for video tllpee and pltotoe.]·\ Cover t, 
Earle L. Jul/.3ep 1999, #480 vl56 nS p63(7) i 

Postal Pot-pourri. [Cannda Poe£ ill offering new 
pnok~ng material; a cube-it wheel for poeU!ae 
caloulntion; ftlld e[II!Cial offering~~ for Lfie 
Millennium.)i· Covert, Earle L. Oct/DeC 1999, #481 
vli6 n4 J197(6 il 
Poetal Stat oaery- 1911 

Admiral Poatal Statiomtry Stamp•: Printing 
Methode and DieTy~. Walton, William C. Oct/Dec 
1999, #481 vli6 n4 p!l( 10) il bi 
PrMeatatloa BoOklete, Carde aad Sbeete 
~ion Baokl<lt for tit• 14tfl Uniu.real Po1tal 

Union CX,':f;:· Ottawa - 1957. Jarnick, Jerome c.
1
. 

Chung. .Jan/Mar 1999, #478 vl56 nl ~O)Q/4) i bi ,_.,. 

~ 1946China.Jki#(JCilion Prnentalion Booltlet. 
Jarn1ckJ Jerome C.; Chung, Andrew. OctiDec 1999, 
#481 vo6 n4 p62(2) bi 
Quebec 

Poatal Ralea in Up_pttr ll!ld Lawer Canada: 
1832-181J9- A Cout~r Study of Collect. Rates. Part Ill .. 
Eieenberg, Marc. Jan/Mar HJOO, #478 v/16 n1 plli(O) 
il bi 
Railway Poet Olftee Marb (RPOe) 

lAw Ludlow'ellPO Cowcotch.r. [A var~ty of the 
OWR/Mail Line (RR-73) ia diaCU8eed.]; Robineon, 
William G. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 vl56 n1 ~ il 

lAw Ludlow'• RPO Coux:atc'-. (The 8-140 
JlUIWI!r'a ticllet hammer of the Britieh Columbia Co.t 
Service ie illustrated and die0U81led.]; Robineon, 
William 0. ,.W./Jun 1999, #479 vl56 n2 ~(2) il 

lAw Ludlow'• RPO COwcotch•r. IPoeeibility or II 
f11kod cover ie diacueaed.); Robinson, William G. 
Jul/.3ep 1999, #480 vli6 n3 p62 
Ratee 

Poetal Rate• in UJ!per afld Lower Conadn: 
1832-181J9- A Cou.r,Stuily ofColllld Rat"•· Part Ill .. 
Eiaenberg, Marc. JaD/Mar 11199, #478 vll6 n1 p11i(li) 
ilbi 

R ead•r• SIJ«<k. [A different inte~tat.ion o r an 
18110 OIMll' in lhe 1998 Fourth Quarter Topics article 
b1 _Mare Eieenberg.)i Smith , Robert C. Jan/Mar 
1999, #478 vll6 n1_p79 

il«xkrB &eak. !Amell offere comments on Victor 
Willeon'e arlicle on 'pr. Arllbian' (whole 470 Ill!) and 
Eiaenberg'a article on Poe till Ratee (whole 416 p8).)i 
Arnell, Jack C. Jan/Mar 1999, #478 vli6 n1 Pll0\3) 11 

Canadian Mail to Mexico, 1882-1961. Wilson, 
Victor L. Apr/Jun 1009t #<179 vli6 n2 ~(8) il bi 

The Afrtcan Mail . 1.;0ven between Brilieh North 
America and Africa__181i1-1898: Part 11. MurDhv, 
Brian D. Apr/Jun 1999J. *"79 vl56 n2 plS08) ilia bt 

How E>rvm..iw i. ~A~UJaian PoetCJ8•· [A table o f 
poetagoe raCe. from 18711 to 1997 ill pree-ented with a 
CO"!Jllll:iaon to the hourlY wnge ratee of ench.1ear.J; 
Spol!'ll. Ollie C. AprAJun 1000, #479 vl56 n2 pQ(4) l.b 

Th• W•et Indian Mail: Late 19th C.rnury Cowr• 
bet,_,_n Canada and the Britieh WMt Indi•• by th• 
HnU(UJ< Prx:kete U1ld bv other Rautee: Part I. Mur!llty 
Brian D. Jul/Sep 1~1.111480 v06 nS ~9(16) il £b bf 

Poe tal History -1 iaoita. [Loet hotel, automobile 
and etcanlehip k~I_a uaigned their own poetal rate.); 
Lomdey Bill. Jui/Sep )999 *"80 v66 nS pli7 il 

The Weal Indian Mail: l.;;te 19th Cernur:v Coll'ra 
betw.n Canada U1ld the Britiah Wret Indi're by thP 
Halifa:< Packets Olld by other Routew: Purl II. 
Murph.)', Brian D. OctlDec- 1999, #481 vll6 n4 
p20{21} tll.b bi 

Sampln to OuwH~n !Hatinalione in the 19th 
C.ntu~. [An 1870'e commercial pac~ of eamplea 
ia deecrabed.]; Willaon, Victor L. Oci/OeC 1999, #48 1 
v06 n4 p63(2) il bi 
Reldatered Mall 

Pottal Pot-po_urri. [Can11dll Poet 1998 Chriatmae 
card is iliUBIJ'fttcd; new regis !.ration eervicc and forms 
llro featui'C'dt a variet;y of_ permits are ill118trated.J·I 
~Earle L. Jan/Mar 1999, *"78 vli6 n1 ~(7) 1 

'I'M Stenhart IAJtacy: For a P•nny or TwO. [Rare 
(poeeibly unique) 2 cen~ UPU registered card to 
Oermftll)' ie illuelnlled.J; Steinhart, Allan L. Oct/Dec 
1999, #(8 1 vli6 n4 p6.i)(2) il 
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Reeeareh Method• 
EdiJorU.l P~e. [Electronic~ ma.y make future 

poet.al research more difficult..]; Lemtre, Robert J. 
Jan/Mar 1999 #478 v66 n1 pS 
Beven- and Tax Paid SCamP! 

T1J.S Wilnwr C. Rockett Canada &wnue Coil«:~ ion 
- Part).. [Auction announcement by van Dam.]; 
Jan/Mar 1999, #478 v66 n1 pl4(adv) 
Rockett Wilmer C. 

'17ut W:lmer C. Rock«t Canada lleiHinue Collection 
- Part 1.. [Auction announcement by van Dam.]; 
J&n/Mar )999, #478 v66 nl f14~adv) 

1'he Wilmer C. Roclu!t CanadU.n Reuenue 
Collection - Part T. [An auction announcemenkby 
E.S.J. Van Dam.]; van Dam, E.S.J. Apr/Jun 1999, 
#479 v66 n2 p4 
Saiat Pierre and Miq-lon 

A Conadmn 1, VidorU.n Poet Card ua«l a1 St. 
Pier". [An 1888 Canadian (l!!et card ueed from 
Newfounaland to St. Pierre ia tlluatrated.]; T!'.)'lor, 
J11mee R. Apr/Jun 1999, #479 vll6 n2 p47(2) il bt 
Shoemaker, Laurence D. 

The Three Centa Small Queen Issue of Canada: 
re11ieiJing L.D. Shoemaker's Claesification of 1941. 
Ribll'r, ROnllld I. JuiJSep 1999, #480 v66 n3 p6(10) il 
tb bi 
Sm.Ythi-. Eve~ Arthur 

Whal'a New. Nalionol Archiun of Canada. 
[Recently !'OQ.Uired materillle from the BriU.h 
Ameri01111 Bank Note Compiii'IJ', Canada Poet., E.A. 
Smylhitoe and William Weller llre dee«ibed.]; Morin, 
Cimon. Jan/M11r 1999, #478 v66 n1 p68(2) 
Solcllera' Mail 

The SteinharllAgaey. [1838 1111d 1841 oovere are 
illuatr11ted and described.); Steinhut, Allan L. 
J1111/Mar 1999, #478 v66 n1 p611(2) il 
South Africa 

7'/te African Mail. Covers bnw""n British North 
Amerioo and Afrie<;~ 1861-1898: Part II. MurphY, 
Brian D. A~/Jun 1999, #479 v66 n2 p13(18) il ta bt 
Squared Circle Caacela 

Rounding Up Squar«l CirclH. [A reporl on type 
one (thin bar) ham men.]; Gordon, J ohn 8. Jui/S8p 
1999, #480 v66 n3 pG8 

Rounding Up &iuor«J Circl••· [Ty~ two Nova 
Scoti& eqUll.red circlee ue lie ted.]; Gordon, J'ohn S. 
Oct/Dec l99i'.L #481 v66 n4 p07 
StamJH! • 11108 - t.rae Qu-•• 

Anoll••r Funny Fiibl• from Si:d.y-{iiHI Y.rore of 
Philntel:!. ['11te morlll or the etory ia to b~zy~ it when 
you &ee il:.]; Harrison, Horll09 W. Jui/Sep 1999, #480 
v66 n3 p04(3) 
Stampe - 1870 - SmaU Qu-na 

Conada'e Small Queen Jeeue. Priming ~PlaUe. 
!Plate records for Smalf Queena found al tbe-Nationlll 
i\.rchivee. ]· Nixon, J . EC!wud. Jan/Mu 1999, #478 
vll6 n1 p0~8) tb bi 

Small4 tam Dote3 of Earlieet Uaf/. [An invento 
or o11rliee d11.tee ia pr<>vided.1 Ribler, Ronllld 7_ 
J11.n/Mar 1999, #478 v66 n1 p4o(6) tb 

Readere Speah. [Discueeion or J. Edward Nixon's 
ftrti cle on the platee or the smllll queene 11ppe12n!.)· 
Hilleon, N. John A. Aprjlun 1999, #479 v66 n2 p79(!i~ 

1'he Three Cents Small Qu~n /eeue of Canada: 
re11iaiting L.D. Shoemak•r'e Clanificatio11 of 1941. 
Riblcr, ROnllld I. JuiJSep 1999, #480 v66 n3 p6(10) il 
tb bi 
Stam~ - 1870 - SmaU Q-oa - 3t! 
R~dere SD«Jk. [Ribler adds aome further 

oommente to liie emllll queen &rticle (Topice v66 n3) 
concerning perforation•; Hillaon com mente on the 
em11.ll queen ~~rticle (Topice vll6 n3) , ftlld linda 
oommenLe on eome problema with the Kiuaalns~I!I!IIB'!!' 
McGuire eu~ta the 01111cel identified ns a MOOD 
(~or,ice v66 nS) byJ..ongley ie IICtulllly 11 MQ1U.l; 
lhb Pr1 Ronllld 1.; litlleon.t N. John ~A,;i. MeGutre, C. 
Ronllla. Oct/Dec 1999, #4o1 v66 n4 pov(3) 
Stam~ • 1897 - .JuhU-

WIIal'e Neu1. National Archiuee of Canada .. !New 
materilll from the Oundereen ooUection; detaced 
pl&la of tho Jubil.,.,.,; ftlld the J)!lpen of Cohn !!a,yley 
COOCI!rning h~i• ohilatelic activit.iee.]; Morin, Cimon. 
Oct/Dec 1999, jf481 vll6 n4 pG8 

Stam))e - 1973 
Full Jm~forale Errore on the 1973 R.C.M.P. 

Centenary &l. [Seeeulation that eome of theee 
imperforate& are ~nten w•te ia diacueaed.)i 
Monteiro, Joseph. JuJJSep 1999, #480 v66 n3 p47(41 
il bi 
Stampe - 1998 

N•w Ieeu••· Wileon, William J.P. Jan/Mu 1999, 
#478 v66 n1 p6_Q(3) tb 

N11w Ieaues. Wlleon, William J.P. Apr/Jun 1999, 
111479 vll6 n2 p09(3) tb 
Stampe - 1999 

New Ieeues. Wilaon, William J.P. Apr/Jun 1999, 
111479 v66 n2 p69(3) tb 

New JeaUH. Wilaon, William J.F. JuiJSep 1999, 
#480 v66 n3 p09(2) tb 

N•w Ieeuft. Wileon, William J.P. Oct/Dec 1999, 
#481 v66 n4 p09(2) tb 
Stelalaart, Allan L. 

Anoth•r Funny Fable from Si:d..r:Fiw Y«~re of 
Philalely. H~~rrieon, Horace W. Jan/Mu 1999, 111478 
v66 n1 1>47(2) il 
United Natlooa 

United Nalwne &amps Valid Only in Conada. 
Am, John D.; Hillmer, John M. Apr/Jun 1999, 111479 
v66 n2 p00(2) il 

ReOO.re SJXIll!<. [Comment. on t.he uee or tlte 
"Firat 0.W or Uea" eanoel.]; Junick, Jerome 0. 
Jui/Sep 1999 #480 v66 nS p81 
UalYeraal Po.tal UoJon 
~ lJoo4Ui for the 14th Uniwreal Poelal 

Union Co/18,...._ Ottawa - 19lJ7. Jarnick, J erome c.
1
• 

ChWlg, Andrew. Jan/Mu 1999, #478 v66 n1 p29(4) i 
bi 
vao Da~ E.S.J. Ltd 

77J.S Wilmer C. Rock«t Canada &v•nu11 Colkctio11 
- Pari I .. [Auction announcement by van Dam.]; 
Jan/Mu 1999, #478 v66 n1 pl4(adv) 
Watermarb 

Another Funny Fable from Sixty-{iue Yeare of 
Philately. [The morlll or the story is to boq~ it when 
you- iL]; H~~rrieon, Horll08 W. JuiJSep 1999, #480 
v66n3 ~4(3) 
Weller, William 

What'e New. Nationlll Archivee or Canada. 
[Recently !'OQ.Uired m&terillle from the Britieh 
Ameri01111 Bank Note Company, Canada Poet. E.A. 
Smythiee and William Weller are deecribed.]; Morin, 
Cimon. Jan/Mu 1999, #478 vG6 nl p68(2) 
Weetlndle• 

The Weet TndU.n Moil: Lalt~19th Century CoiHire 
betWMn Canada and th• BriJish W"at Indies by th• 
Halifax Packflte and by oth11r Routee: Part II. 
MurphY, Bri1m D. OctlDec 1999, #481 v66 n4 
J>20(21T •• tb bi 
World War I 

A Canadmn in th• R.AF. in World War I. ['!'he 
pereonlll hie tory of 11 19111 letter from Harry Lobb, 
ramed pilot. to h1e flllDilY.]; Heifetz, Murray. Apr/Jun 
1999, #479 v66 n2 p48(2) il 

BNAPEX2000 

will be in 

CHICAGO 
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PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 

NEXT AUCTION: SPRING 2000 

JIMHENNOK 
Licensed Auctioneer 

Will Sell at Public Auction Without Reserve 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND & PROVINCES 
British Commonwealth & Foreign 

FEATURING 
A large selection of better Canada, Postal History 

and British Commonwealth 

TO BE HELD IN OUR AUCTION GALLERIES 
FREE INTRODUCTORY CATALOGUE 

JIM A. HENNOK IJD. 185 Queen East Toronto, Ontario 
Canada MSA 1S2 Tel: (416) 363-7757 



OUR VENDORS SPEAK 

r. 

January 29,1995 

R. Maresch & Son 
330 Bay Street, Suite 703 
Toronto~ Ontano 
M5H 2..')8 

Dear Mr. Maresch: 

I wanted to write and thank you and your staff for the 
wonderful experience I had in selling some of my 
treasures through you. You told me up front what to 
expect, and when, and you met and exceeded those 
expectations. 

J had had some less desirable experiences wilh others 
before dealing with you, and I and very glad that I chose 
to sell the bulk of my material through you. My only 
regret is that I had tried someone else first, but I , 
eventually realized that going with you was going with the 
best. 

I had seen all those testimonials in your ads, and wrongly 
assumed that ALL auct.ion houses were the same. How 
wrong I was, and I know now better. When someone now 
asks me for a reference on where to sell their stamps and 
covers, I tell them "R. Maresch & Son". 

Thank you very, very much. It was very much a pleasure 
doing business with you. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Burega 

rnaresch 

D.AL.RSIN 
f!!IN. STAMPS 
&INC ......... 

& son 
:3:30 BAY S T . SUITE 70:3 TORONTO ON fV1!5H 2SEI CANADA 
'll'l41 Bl :36:3-7777 www.rnareach.corn FAX (41 Sl :38:3-EIE511 


