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GEORGE S. WEGG LIMITED 
Pill LA TELISTS 

"STAMPS OF THE WORLD" 

ALSO . 

WE BUY AND SELL 

STAMPS - COVERS - POSTCARDS 

..,.. Comjllete Line of Philatelic Supplies and Literature. 

.... Private Treaty Services. 

.... Auction Advisory Service. 

.... Auction Placement at N'l Cost to Customer. 

.... In-Store Specials and "Bargain Boxes". 

.... Regular GM (General Maili~s) of Offers to Interest Collectors. 
Ask to be placed on our mailing list. 

.... Want List Service by Mail. 

.... Standing Order New Issue Services. 

.... Over 500 Worldwide Counter Books and Set Books in Our Store 
for Individual Selection. 

.... Specialists in B.N.A. and British Commonwealth. 

WHETIIER BUYING, SELLING, OR SEEKING INFORMATION AND 
ADVICE, PLEASE CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR PIDLATELIC NEEDS. 
WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO SERVE YOU. 

~torgt ~. Wtgg l.tb. 
36 VICTORIA STREET 

TORONTO, CANADA M5C 2N8 

Telephone: ("16) 363·1596-7 



THE JOHN SIVERTS 
COLLECTION OF SQUARED 

CIRCLE POSTMARKS 

\\lith great pleasure, lil'lnounce the forth· 
ooming auction of the magnificent John 

Siverts Squared Circle collection (this autl.Jrnn 
after BNAPEX). 

Jdm Siverts of Wilmington, Delaware is one of the 
earliest of the major Squared Circle collectors and, as such, 

has had access to all of the important properties and dis
co.~eries of the last 25 years. He has an enonrous num~r of 
towns IMth over 250 on cover alone (many of them rare, 
mil'lY illustrated and mostly with superior strikes). There are 
CNer 450 CCNers in total and thousands of strikes on stamp. 
John's collection, housed in ten albums, also shows major 
sections of 21/. Maps and 11/.- 51/. Jubilees (including covers), 
5I/, Registered, 151/. Large OJeens Md the unique 21/. Regis-

tered on COJer. Rare indicia abound. 

If you collect Squared Circles, you must have m.t care
fully prepared Md illustrated catalog. Please let 

me know to ~ induded. 

ROBERT LAIRD STAMPS UMITED 
SUITE 310-20 VICTORIA ST .. TORONTO. CANADA M5C 2NB 

(4161 362-4323 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE 

COMMON COURTESY 

Moving? Moved? Did you notify the Sec
retary of your new address either before the 
move or immediately afterwards? If not, why 
not? In Canada and the USA the Post Office~ 
provide change of address postcards that you 
can send to any point in either country- free 
of charge. It only takes a minute. 

Do you realize that it costs the Society 
almost triple the normal postage to track down 
a member whose TOPICS has been returned? 
At today's postage rates these costs, which 
should not be necessary, add up quickly. 

Do you realize that, in Canada at any rate, 
the change of address form you fill in at the post 
office is good only for 90 days, unless you go 
in and renew it? This means that if you move, 
for example, on January 1, your January/Feb
ruary TOPICS will be forwarded by the Post 
Office, but in all likelihood your March/April 
issue will be returned to the Circulation Mana
ger if you have not notified the Secretary. Note 
also that, at present, TOPICS goes by 3rd class 
mail. Some forwarding requests to the Post 

Office don't include 3rd class mail, so it would 
be wise to make sure when you put in your 
request. 

Why make a fuss about it on the Editor's 
page? This is where the title above-Common 
Courtesy- comes in . Please keep in mind that 
all SNAPS officers are volunteers. Tracking 
down a member can involve the Circulation 
Manager, the Secretary, the Editor and possibly, 
the Circuit manager and the Regional Repre
sentative·- all of whom would much rather spend 
the time with their families or on their collec
tions, or whatever. None of us mind doing the 
regular parts of our jobs or making special 
efforts when required, but you can help by 
saving us unnecessary work . 

DUES ARE DUE 

Enclosed with this issue of TOPICS is 
your 1983 Dues Notice. This is the official 
notice and your prompt attention to it would 
be appreciated. 

by MIKE STREET 

The previous item on this page applies to 
the Dues Notices too. We don't want to lose 
members, so TOPICS is continued for two or 
three issues into the new year. Members who 
have not paid at that point get a reminder note. 
(If they fail to renew then, they are dropped for 

non-payment and the Society loses the cost of 
postage and printing for all those issues.) Once 
again volunteer time-the Treasurer, Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary in this case- is taken 
up on things that could be avoided. Please 
act on your dues notice now and help out. 

WINNIPEG IN '83 

Your Editor is quite aware that the '82 
Convention is hardly over. What has prompted 
this note is a comment made by a member 
when asked if he was going to Virginia Beach. 
"Teachers can't get holidays in the middle of 
the school year," he said with blinding logic. A 
very small amount of further cogitation pro
duced the realization that this cou ld also apply 
to members with school age children. 

So take note all you BNAPSers who are 
teachers or who have school age kids- next years 
BNAPEX in Winnipeg will take place before 
school starts. See the Calendar and start think
ing about it. 

Tl-tANSLATOR(S) WANTED 

A pleasant side benefit of almost total 
philatelic immersion is the improvement in 
my f luency in French. This became quite 
evident while judging at CANADA '82. 

Much of this is due to reading Sous le 
signe de Ia marque Bishop, the bulletin of the 
Quebec (City) Philatelic Society, and Ia phila
telie au Quebec, the magazine of the Quebec 
Philatelic Federation . 

Reading and enjoying articles is one thing, 
but sitting down and writing out a translation 
takes time . Would any member(s) of either 
language persuasion be willing to do occasional 
translation work? All it requires is a good bi~ 
lingual dictionary (mine is almost 3 inches 
thick) and a little time. 
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Plan Now To Visit 

The most outstanding philatelic event of the 
fall season in Canada ... 

sTam~ .. 
... M~~"etplace 

DECEMBER 3, 4, 5, 1982 
at The Sheraton Centre, Toronto 

0 Exhibitions 
0 Outstanding International Bourse 
0 Seminars 
0 Many more attractions 
Further information can bt obtaintd against SASE from: 

Stamp Marketplace 
Philatelic Exhibition Consultants, Ltd. 

565 Alness Street 
Downsview, Ontario 

Canada M3J 2T8 
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THE 

PRESIDENT'S 
CORNER 
by Jim Lehr 

Although this is written in July, it is my 
next to last message in the President's Corner. 
The last 1% years have been busy but certainly 
rewarding, with my greatest pleasure being the 
wonderful group of appointed officers who 
have turned around so many of our past prob· 
lems. They would make any president look 
good! It's easy to forget sometimes the amount 
of volunteer work put in by a TOP ICS Editor or 
our elected Secretary and Treasurer. Most of 
the rest of the officers don't put in as much time 
as the above three, but the jobs are getting as 
much time as is needed. The next time you 
like something done by one of the officers, 
why not let him know it! 

Elma and I had a wonderful visit in June 
with the NORCAL Regional Group in San 
Francisco. There was a large group at Bonnie 
Eacret's residence to meet with us and hear a 
talk on P.E.I. Afterwards some of us went out 
to dinner to finish off a perfect meeting. It was 
particularly nice to meet a number of members 
for the first time. We then spent three more 
days in our favorite U.S. city, before closing off 
the trip with dinner with Gar Lohman and his 
beautiful wife Jan. The Regional Groups I 
have visited over the years have always had 
great fellowship and good stamp discussions. 
If you are finding it difficult to get together 

with other BNAPS members, or to get to the 
annual conventions, why not start a Regional 
Group in your area. There is no reason why we 
shouldn't have at least five or six more such 
groups. It's up to y ou. You are bound to like 
it, because BNAPS members are the greatest! 

There has been lots of discussion recently 
about exhibiting at conventions. The people 
who have the top collections always tend to ex
hibit, so the real question is with the rest of us. 
I believe there are two good reasons why every
one should consider exhibiting. First, you learn 
a lot while preparing an exhibit. What do you 
need to really round out your collection? What 
more should you know to better describe the 
material you do have, etc .. ? Second, we all 

want to interest more collectors in our areas 
of collecting. I remember, some years ago, see· 
ing an exhibit on railroad postal cancellations. 
It didn't even win a bronze, but the map show
ing the location of various railroads and typical 
cancellations really interested me. This exhibit 
was responsible for getting me started collecting 
R.P.O.'s, one of my two major collecting areas 
now. If you want more interest in your collect
ing areas, first start a Study Group (if there isn't 
one already) and, second, encourage people to 
exhibit in that area. It's guaranteed to work. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO BNAPS MEMBERS 
LIVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

As a moans of reducing members' bank transfer charges, Mr. John Gray has generous/.~' offered 
to act as e collection agent for BNAPS dues payments. Any member living in the United r<ingdom 
may, if they wish, pay their 1983 BNAPS dues by sending a cheque for:r7.50, to Mr. John Gray 44 
High Street, Tenderden, Kent TN30 6AR. Cheques should be mode payable to John Gray. Your 
cancelled cheque will be your receipt. 

Please note that payments made through Mr. Gray must roach him by February 28th, 1983. 
After that date, payment must be made directly to the Treasurer. 

E. A. Harris 
Treasurer 
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ANNOUNCING 
CATALOGU E 

ot 

CANADIAN RAILWAY CANCELLATIONS 
and 

RELATED TRANSPORTATION POSTMARKS 
by 

LEWIS M. LUDLOW. F. R. P. S. L. 
272 Pages 

ILLUSTRATED 
Price - CON $32 

Availat-le through the B.N.A .P .S. Book Oepanment 

Dealer enl)uirie~ arc invited. with cu~tomary courtesies extended. 
C'ontac t the North American Distributor: 

F. £.Eaton&. Sons 
6 170 • 6 174 East Boulevard 
Vancouver. British Columbia 

CANADA V6M 3V6 

Published in Japan by: 
Lewis M. Ludlow, #303. Dai I chi Iwata Building, 10 • 18 Higashi Gotanda 5 -Chome, 

Shina~awa -ku. Tokyo 141,JAPAN 

S pecialists in c;p. •iva• I" t,;:& Official 
GJ>erforated Gfhilatel•r. c./\1aterial 

We maintain an extensive inventory 
of 

BNA perfins within our stock 
of 

world ·wide perfins. 
Material available on approval 

to 
SNAPS members. 

Write: Post Office Box 6118, Station D. Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2C7 
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LETTERS 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON WOBURN specialize in the 1898 Map stamp. I would like 

In my article Early Post Offices Northwest 
to get one or two. 

As· you know, Ancaster was first settled 
From Hull (TOPICS, May/June 1982) the infor- in 1789, before Hamilton and Dundas. Max 
mation that the Woburn post office was opened 
in 1881 was omjtted. I'm not sure where the 
omission occurred, but would appreciate it if 
you would print this note to complete the item. 

Max Rosenthal 
Toronto 

Blame editorial gremlins l--Ed. 

MOOERN POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

I would like to bring to your attention 
the formation of a new philatelic organization 
that will be of interest to your readers-the 
Modern Postal History Society. The MPHS's 
aim is the collection, documentation and study 
of postal history, postal practices and policies 
from approximately 1938 to the present. Tl)e 
fact that we are based in the USA does not limit 
the interests of the group to US material. We 
plan to have articles on modern postal history 
of many nations in our quarterly Journal (first 
issue due summer 1982). One of my own inter· 
ests is in the 'Return to Sender' markings of 
Canada. I would appreciate any publicity that 
you could give the MPHS in TOPICS. 

Terence Hines 
President, MPHS 

Psychology Department 
Pace University 

Pleasantville, NY 10570 

Do you think Mr. Hines was aware of the fact 
that my main interests are two aspects of post 
WW II Canadian postal histofY?·Ed. 

WHAT HAPPENED TO ANCASTER 
POSTMARKS? 

I have watched for Ancaster material con
sistently for the past 25 years and have only 
seen covers listed in 2 auctions, both of which 
I obtained. One is dated 13 April 1841. The 
other, from Ottawa Stamp Auctions' last sale, 
is dated 29 July 1829. I have not seen Ancaster 
cancels on pre-1920 stamps, even though 

Rosenthal wrote in the Canadian Philatelist, 
under 'Kingston and District- The First Post 
Office', "In the winter of 1800-01 monthly 
couriers began to cover the route from Kingston 
to Niagara during the winter, a development 
made possible by the opening of the Danforth 
road from Kingston to An caster. Actually, it 
was only a bridle path through the wilderness, 
enough for a courier to traverse on foot!' 

In reply to a question, Fred Stulberg wrote, 
" . . . there were few circular markings used at 
Canadian post offices prior to 1829 (mainly at 
Niagara and Quebec). The common handstruck 
mark of thatperiodwasthe 'STRAIGHT LINE'. 
So far there have been no ANCASTER straight 
lines recorded. I have not seen an Ancaster 
manuscript but this does not mean that none 
exist." 

If any members have examples of Ancaster 
cancels pre-1920, I would appreciate hearing 
about same. 

Ray l. Horning 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Since this letter was written, a correspondence 
from Ancaster to England, dated 1899 1900, 
has surfaced in England. I have one of these 
covers, a gift from a BNAPSer in the UK. Be· 
cause of my Ancaster connection, I'd also like 
to know of any examples between 1841 and 
1899. Please send any infonnation c/o TOPICS 

- Ed. 

NATIONAL POSTA L MUSEUM 
PRESS REL EASE 

As you are aware, Ms. Monique Beaulieu 
was recently appointed curator of the National 
Postal Museum. In the official press release 
which announced her appointment Mr. Michael 
Warren, President of Canada Post Corporation, 
made the claim that "While at t he Bank of Can
ada, she established the new Currency Museum 
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WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED! 

With four active houses on three continents, 
the Harmer network covers the global 
philatelic scene. Close liaison between our A N A 0 A 
Galleries in New York, San Francisco, 
London, and Sydney means that your stamps can be sold to maximum 
advantage in the proper market. 

When selling -· or buying . .. Harmers makes that impo rtant dif
ference. Write or pho;'le today for details. 

HARMERS INTERNATIONAL 
Philatelic Auctioneers To The World For More Than Six Decades 

New York: 6 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036 Phone: (212) 869-5400 
San Francisco: 49 Geary Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 Phone: (415) 391-8244 
Also in: London, England & Syd ney, Australia 

POSTAL HISTORY 

AND OTHER F INE CANADA 

are always featured in my 

PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

Free copy available on request. 

John Sheffield 

P.O. Box 3 171, Stn. A, 

London, Ontario, Canada, N6A 4J4 

MINT CANADA 
PRE-WAR 
Specializing in 
ADMIRALS 

and 
19th CENTURY COVERS 

LESLIE GRA Y 
2250 CHANCERY LANE 
OAKVILLE ONTARIO 

L6J 6A 3 
BNAPS CSDA - RPSC 
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DO YOU COLLECT 
POSTAL HISTORY? 

If so, why not drop us a line 
with your needs? 

This Month 's Feature 
A Substantial Selection of 
Blackout Cancels on Cover 

D&D COVERS INC. 
Dept. B 

P.O. Box 1082 
Oakville, Ont. Canada 

L6J 5E9 

We are always in the market 
to purchase quality covers 



which opened in December, 1980 ... • You will 
undoubtedly be interested to learn that she had 
practically nothing to do with establishing this 
museum. 

On April 23rd, immediately upon learning 
about the press release, I wrote to Mr. Warren. 
My purpose was to set the record straight regar· 
ding the erroneous statement that M s. Beau l ieu 
"established" the National Currency Museum. 
I quote from that letter: 

"The idea of a National Currency Museum 
originated in the late 1960s with Louis Rasmin· 
sky, then Governor of the Bank of Canada. 
The Curator, Maj. S.S. Carroll, enthusiastically 
supported the idea and in 1972 he and a group 
of designers toured the major North A merican 
and European museums to gain information and 
ideas for a museum in Ottawa. In 1973 I and 
some months later Hillel Kaslove, the present 
Curator, were hired as Deputy Curators to assist 
in planning the museum. The Expositions Divi· 
sion of Information Canada was engaged to pro· 
duce the working drawings for the designs. Our· 
ing the next seven years, this team produced 
the layout and display designs and the text for 
the museum. 

It was also decided that the curatorial and 
museum functions in the National Currency 
collection would be kept strictly separate. Thus, 
the care of the numismatic specimens in the 
museum and those remaining in the National 
Currency Collection vaul ts, as well as the acqui· 

'UNOFFICIAL' CENSORSHIP 

On April 10, 1916 Canada was at war. A 
postcard with a nice Toronto scene was mailed 
to the United States. It read, in part, "Ten 
thousand soldiers here now who sail for overseas 

sition of new specimens, was the responsibility 
of the Curator and his staff. On the other hand , 
the museum itself was to be run by a Museum 
Manager. Ms. Beaulieu was hired for that posi· 
tion not long before I left the employment of 
the Bank in March 1980. At that time the text 
and designs were virtually complete. Up to the 
time of my departure she assisted in correcting 
errors in the French translation of the museum, 
and between then and the opening of the 
museum no other changes appear to have been 
made in the displays. Therefore, her contribu 
tions can hardly be described as "establishing" 
the museum. 

Please be assured that it is not my purpose 
to question her performance during or• after my 
employment with the Bank of Canada. Indeed, 
I found her capable and very pleasant. Primarily 
it seems imperative to advise you regarding the 
unfortunats inaccuracy of the claim that she 
"established" the National Currency Museum." 

Unfortunately, my letter was never an· 
swered and this misinformation is now appearing 
in the philatel ic and museum press. I am writing 
to you in the hope that the injustice to those of 
us who really did establish the museum can be 
rectified. 

Dr. J. A. Haxby 
Ottawa, Ontario 

This lettsr arrived long afrer the May-June issue 
carrying the press release was mailed. Weappre· 
ciats the opportunity to offer a correction- Ed. 

Apr. 19 ." 
A postal clerk censored it with a label, and 

probably held it for some time. 
(Editor's note: This item was sent to TOPICS 
by Nels Pelletier shortly before he passed away 
last December.) 
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BNAPSers MEET AT RPSC CONVENTION 

During the RPSC convention at Victoria 
in June, some 20 BNAPSers gathered in a pri
vate room at the Empress Hotel. SNAPS offi 
cers Ed Harris, Ron McGuire and Bob Jamieson 
joined many prominent Western Canada and 
USA members over a dutch treat lunch. 

In a wide ranging discussion the members 
were asked to comment on SNAPS operations. 
Among the items mentioned: 1) A suggestion 
that dues and fees be published regularly in 
TOPICS 2) A vote of thanks was addressed tc 
Mike Street for his contribution to TOPICS 
(Thank you - MS). 3) All members of the Society 
were urged to support TOPICS to keep it 'first 
class'; 4) Members were surprised to learn that, 
for the moment, the current dues are sufficient 
to pay for printing and postage; 5) The consen
sus was that membership in SNAPS was worth· 
while, with friendships made as a result of mem
bership being a nice bonus; 6) Study Groups are 
extremely important and should be pushed. 

Ron McGuire told the members about this 
year's convention, and also discussed 1983's in 
Winnipeg and 1984's in San Francisco . 

Members reported on the activities of var 
ious regional groups including Calgary, Edmon
ton and Northern California. Again those pre
sent felt that local groups are great and should 
be pushed. 

Bob Jamieson filled the group in on the 
revamped operations of the Sales Circuit and 
showed one current circuit. Bob was congrat· 
ulated for his efforts by all present. The hope 
was expressed that the Sales Circuit will soon 
be back to the level of operations of a few years 
ago. 

Ed Harris 

GOL DEN HORSESHOE'S DECEMBER 
EXH IBITION 

Thanks to a generous offer made by mem
ber Mike Madesker, the SNAPS Golden Horse• 
shoe Regional Group will hold an exhibition at 
Stamp Marketplace, at Toronto's Sheraton 
Centre, from December 3 to 5 this year. The 
exhibition is open to any SNAPS member. Be
cause of the short notice to members, Toronto 
area BNAPSers are particualrly encouraged to 
exhibit. 

At press time the only details available were 
that the goal is 100 sixteen-page frames, and 
that judging will be at SNAPS convention ex · 

hibition standards. Further information can 
be obtained ·from group Secretary Andy Chung 
(Address on the Business Side Page.) 

M ike Street 

PRESIDENT LEHR V ISITS NORCAL GROUP 

On June 19 the SNAPS NOR CAL Regional 
Group held a special meeting at the San Fran
cisco home of Bonnie Eacret. The evening's 
special guests were SNAPS President Jim lehr 
and his wife Elma. 

Jim spoke briefly about the Society and 
encouraged those present to make every ettort 
to attend conventions. By attending conventions 
one meets other members from all over-nCimes 
become faces and faces become friends. Jim 
also encouraged members to voice complaints 
and suggestions. 

Jim then presented a program on PEl. The 
m<lterial he used to illustrate his talk was superb. 
It was quite enjoyable to hear our Pres1dent 
talk on this very interesting area of BNA phila
tely. 

Bill Wright 

LEE BRANDOM HONORED 

At the 86th annual convention of the 
Texas Philatelic Association, BNAPSer Lee 
Brandom received the Distinguished Ph1latelic 
Texan award. Lee was honored for his contri 
butions to the TPA as Secretary and member of 
the Board of Directors, for his Philatelic hand
books (_see the Book Department ad in this issue 

of TOPICS). his service to other philatelic soci
eties (notably SNAPS), his exhibits at starnp 
shows and his willingness to speak to groups 
and at seminars. Lee's election to SNAPS' 
Order of the Beaver was also cited. 

At the same convention Mickey Richard
son won a Gold for her exhibit 'Canadian Par · 
ticipation in the Anglo Boer War, as shown by 
the Patriotic Covers of the Period'. Ed Richard· 
son recieved a Vermeil for his 'North Russ•a 
Expeditionary Force of Canada 1918- 19' . 

Source-The Texas Philatelist 

TRADE ITEM S 

- Quarterman Publications of Lawrence MA, 1n 

conjunction with Unitrade Associates ofT uron
to, has a reprint of Bogg's Postage Stamps and 
Postal History of Canada on the presses. A re .. 
print of Fred Jarrett's Stamps of British Nortlt 
America is planned for the not too distant tutun .. 
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- Harmer's of London note that their end of 
season auction in June saw collectors purchasing 
rnore lots than professionals, an indication that 
the speculative boom is over, at least for the 
moment. 

- R. Maresch and Son of Toronto will auction 
the balance of the late Fred Jarrett's collection 
in November. 
- Stanley Gibbons' Part 1-British Common

wealtn Catalogue was publ ished on August 6. The 
company notes that though lower prices are to 

be found from the high values of Queen V ictoria 
through to those of King George V, demand for 
King GeorgeV I issues has increased considerably . 
-- Scott Publishing Company has announced 
that starting in October two new publications 
will replace the Scott Monthly Stamp Journal. 
The Scott Chronicle of New Issues will cover 
more new stamp issues in greater depth. The 
Scott Stamp Monthly will be an expanded ver
sion of the philatelic articles and features section 
of the old publication . 

SKETCHes of BNAPSe rs 

Sketch No. 190 

TRELLE A. MORROW 

T"is time to do another biography in my 
favorite area of Canada, British Columbia, and 
this one takes us to Prince George. Our fellow 
BNAPSer is Trelle Morrow (what a beautifu l 
sound his name has!), a life-long B.C.er , and for 
the past 25 years a Prince George resident, where 
he pursues his profession as en architect. 

A collector as a youth , Trelle came back 
again to it later in life. H is main interest in in 
the "back -of -the -book" areas of Canada. He 
has exhibited his Special Deliveries, Postage 

Dues, Official Seals, and Off icials on Cover. His 
interest in local history and airmail development 
has been spurred by his view from the front 
room of his home o f the Nechako River, where 
float planes are still seen, although they no 
longer carry mail. 

Trelle has done some writing on the Patricia 
A irways and Exploration issues and, at present, 

Br. Commonwealth 

K.G,V.- O.E.II Sets NH -LH 

Most colonies well represented 

·- OUR SPECIALITY

G.B. and Falkland Islands & Dep. 

VISA Free Lists - Want Lists 

B&J STAMP CO. 
703 Market Smet, Suite 303 
San Francisco, Calif. 94103 

by Dr. Robert V. C. Carr 

is preparing a book on the semi -o fficials 
A i rmails. He has served on our Board of Gover
nors and has been making some of our SNAPS 
shows. Hope to see more of you, Trellel 

CANADIAN POSTAL HISTORY 
& 

POST CARDS 

GREENWOOD STAMP CO. 
TEL. 1-613/257-5453 

216 MAILEY DR. 

CARLETON PLACE, ONT. K7C 3X9 
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I The RPO Cowcatcher 
' 

Lewis M. Ludlow 
Gamlen Japan, No. 303, No. 1 Iwata Bldg. 

10-18 Higashi Gotanda 5-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Toyko 141 , Japan 

NEW CATALOGUE 

At long last, it is oomple•edll The manu · 
cript for the " Catalogue of CANADIAN RAIL· 
WAY CANCELLATIONS and Related Trans· 
portation Postmarks" was turned over to the 
printer on Aug. 4th , concurrent with the pre· 
paration of this column. The estimated time 
for publication is one month, so the catalogue 
should be well in to the distribution process 
by the time this column is published in early 

October. 
The new catalogue is 272 pages, illustrated, 

and in the same horizontal format as our last 
work. In addition to introductory commentary 
on application and use of the catalogue. there 
are twelve sections of listings covering more 
than 3,000 railway cancella t ions. New sections 
include Steamers, Ornaments, Ticket Stamps, 
Registered and Emergency. plus a brief precis 
on Royal Trains. Since o~:r 1975 book, there 
have been over 500 new entries, an equivalent 
number of delistings, and all clerk strikes have 
been individually identified with period of use 
and rarity factor. A completely new system of 
rarity factors has been developed and is presented 
for the first time. An accompanying advertise
ment in this issue of TOPICS covers oommer· 
cial details. 

We hope all collectors will review their 
R.P.O.s against the new catalogue and report 
any data or information which may upgrade 

that which has been presented. All such signi · 
ficant reports will be reported either in the 
Cowcatcher or in the Newsletter of the R.P.O. 
Study Group. Details on becoming a member 
of the A .P .0. Study Group are available from 
David McKain, Secretary, 5 Meadowcrest, 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101, U.S.A. 

ROUSES POINT 8c MONT REAL 

Response to our hammer analysis of 

Q-264B has been splendid. We have heard from 
at least a half dozen correspondents and i t would 
appear that there may be additional hammers 
to those previously reported. This will require 
further analysis, which has been deferred pen· 
ding our finalizing everything with the printer 
on the new catalogue. We will revert to this area 
in a future Cowcatcher column. 

NEW TRACK 

One of our long term correspondents. Hans 
Reiche, Reporter 108, has recently made a dis~ 
covery of an olt:l clerk strike from the Western 
Provinces. This new listing illustrated herewith, 
is W-3C BLAINE 8c VANC'R R.P.O./Train 357/ 
October 25, 1913/ ... . ..... , M.C., Type 1A, 
a large horizontal rectangular cancellation back
stamped on cover. The clerk name is missing, 
and we hope someone can tie this in w ith one 
of the ir partial strikes to complete the picture. 
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MORE NEW TRACK 

"' :0 
0 z 
E .. 
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Our intrepid researcher Graham Noble, 
Reporter 136, has come up with a fine new ·find 
on a relatively modern issue, the illustrated new 
listing W-65L, N.A .R . EXPRESS/Tr. 24 OCT 
15 1954/ H .C. A TKEY " A/Lac La Biche Water
ways Alta. , Type 23B . For us this was a most 
interesting report since we had never heard of 
either of these two towns; reference to the of· 
f icia l Schedule of Mail Trains of June, 1954, 
Time Table 38, confirmed Train 24 on this 172 

mile, 9% hour run. 

AN D STILL M ORE 

Out of the east comes a marvelous dis· 
covery from one of our newest reporters,#213, 
Doug Murray. T his is new l isting RR-177 ,TRAV 
.p .0 -C & Sf ·, Type 40, backstamped on a cover 
from MONTREAL!C .E., June 29, 1875to Char· 

lottetown, P.E.I. RR -177 is the only other post 
al marking on the cover. It is dated July 2 , 
1875, a three day transit but date of arrival 
in Charlottetown is unknown. We speculate 
that the "C & S" is abbreviation for Charlot

tetown Rt Sackville. 

AND Y ET MORE 

This one comes from our veteran-and pro
lific - reporter, R9ss Gray, # 142. Previously 

known only f rom its proof strike, Gray has un· 
earthed * W -133A (formerly W-133B), ST. 
PAUL & EDMONTON R.P .O./., Type 17, back
stamped on cover from DAUGH/AL TA, regis· 
tered to Boston, Massachusetts. This strike, 
dated March 25, 1930, Train 95, is currently 
the only postally used copy. Who will be next? 

LAST TRA IN T O ST . JOHN 'S 

We were delighted to hearfrom Don Wilson 
on what may have been-at least for the time 
being - the last R .P.O. to function in Canada. 
Previously. the last official railway mail car was 
taken out of service in late January, 1971 . 

In commemoration of 100 years of the 
Railway in Newfoundland, under the auspices 
of Terra Transport and the Newfoundland Tran· 
sport Historical Society , a Centennial Train left 
Channel -Port aux Basques on August 10,1981 
bound for St. John's. It arrived there on August 
14, 1981, after making intermediate stops at 
Corner Brook, Grand Falls, Bishop Falls, Claren· 
ville and Whitbourne. This Centennial Train 
included a special mail car, and during the trip 
George LeDrew, a former Railway Post Office 
official , applied official cacheted cancellations 
at each stop during the four day journey, after 
which the seven hammers were sent to the Na
tional Postal Museum in Ottawa. All seven can· 
cellations were the same as that illustrated for 
St. John's, except for the date and the change 
of name at the bottom of the strike. We are ad
vised that a total of some 2,300 covers and 1 ,000 
other items were cancelled along the route, 
the quantity varying with each town, any of 
which would be nice adjunct to a R .P.O. collec· 

tion. 
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PATRIOTIC POSTCARD SERIES 
by W. L. Gutzman (1300) 

"'AIN STREET 
SEAFORTH, ONTAR IO 

CANADIAN SOUVENIR POST CARD 
'BEAVER AND FLAGS' 

Thos set has been desognated by a descrip· 
tion of the address side because the design is very 
similar to the Talbot Series. The ensign at left, 
and Union Jack at right, flank a black and white 
view in an unusually-<:Urved frame of gold. 

Below the flags are maple leaves in shades of 
green and red . A flag staf f protrudes at each 
lower corner. 

Backs are undivided and show the Canadian 
Souvenir Post Card desogn. with beaver at top 
center. in black (see illustration below). 

This seroes appeared quite early , with 1904 
postmarks being the general rule. 
Canal and Brodge, Pt. Colborne, Ont. 
Collegiate Institute, Napanee 

SOUV EN I R 

Court House, Woodstock, Ont. 
G.T.R . Bridge, Napanee, Ont. 
Hotel Kress, Preston, Canada 
King Street, showong Post Office, Chatham, Ont. 
Main Street, Seaforth, Ont. 
Orchard Beach, Port Stanley. Ont. 
Park, Walkerville, Ont . 
Pavilion, Westside Park, Waterloo 
Pumping Station, Springbank Park, London, 

Ont. 
Sanitarium, overlooking Tecumseh Park, 

Chatham, Ont . 
Sorinqbank Park. London, Canada 
St. Joseph's Hospi t11l , London, Canada 
St. Mary's R.C. Church, London, Canada 
Stratford Hospital , Brantford, Canada 
The Armouries, London, Canada 
Victoria Park, London, Canada 

POST CARD 
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CANADIA N SOUV ENIR POST CARD 
'POl iTICIANS' 

A series of post cards, mostly devoted to 
showing pol iticians of the day, appeared in 
1905. These cards bear some similarity to the 
'Famous Statesmen of Canada, Warwick Bros. 
and Rutter' series (WBR 241 . 

The cards were in a vertical format and 
have a golden -framed oval portrait of a political 
figure within a red and green maple leaf. The 
Union Jack shows at upper left, with a beaver 
at upper right. The distinguishing feature of 
this set of cards is the dullness of the maple 
leaf and the pink cloth draped across gold rib

bons at the base. 
Backs are undivided and show the design 

of Canadian Souvenir Post Card (i llustrated 
above). Not all tha cards show portraits. At 
least several show views of Picton and St. Mary's, 
Ont. 
R.l. Borden, K .C., M .P. 
Hon l .P. Brodeur 
Hon Sir R.J. Cartwright 
Hon W.S. Fielding - Vote for Fielding and a 

larger Canada 

Hon S.A. Fisher 
At. Hon. Sir Wilfrid laurier 
(Wilfrid laurier) -unnamed but autographed by 

laurier 
Hon Clifford Sifton 
Norman F. Wilson-Liberal Candidate for Russell 
Methodist Church, St. Mary's 

New Post Office Picton 
Town Hall, St. Mary's 

Encourage Friends To Join BNAPS 

~~ 
features BNA POSTAL HISTORY 
STAMPS, FREAKS, VARIETIES 

Send for FREE copy of our deluxe Auction Catalog. 
(604) 542-5169 

tf57J ,-.,./ ( £/ P.O. Box 937. Vernon. BC. 
,J(o/et/ c....W. c:Z;tJtJ Can1d1 VlT 6M8 
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THE CANADIAN RE-ENTRY STUDY GROUP 
A Maior Discovery on the Five Cent Edward 

A couple of years ago I was fortunate 
enough to acquire a vertical block of six e>f the 
5c Edward with an inverted Ottawa Ontario 
precancel, type V ·200, 1· 76a. Fortunate, 
because the middle stamp on the left was the 
Major Re-entry Marler type 1, re-entry f/23, 
postion 3R89 (i .e., Plate 3, r ight pane, position 
fl 89). The block also has the Marler listed 
re-entry in position fl 100, and the defective 
transfer in position f/80. 

by Ralph E. Trimble 

5 
•• 

On closer exam ination, I noticed that posi· 
tion fl 79, directly above the Major Re-entry, 
had a very min or re-entry, on the lower portion, 
which could easily have been overlooked in pre
vious studies. There were also a number of odd 
lines and marks In the upper portion of this 
stamp. The plates used for the 5C Edward are 
notorious for dots and dashes of colour, so 1 
d ismissed these marks as nicks or scratches on 
the plate. 
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A year later, when I acquired another copy 
of this stamp as part of a pair (3R78and 3A79), 
I finally examined these odd marks more care· 
fully. And then it clicked! The marks were not 
caused by the nicks or scratches on the plate, 
but by a greatly misplaced entry of the design! 

Looking carefully at the crown in the 
upper left corner, you will see the faint partial 
outline of a '5'. Below the '5', running from 
the left frame line through the 'N' of Canada, 
there is a faint horizontal line which corresponds 
to the bottom frame line of the design. This line 
reappears to the right, running though Eoward's 
hair below the 'OS' of- Postage. In the white 
oval, above and to the right of the final 'A' of 
Canada, there is a horizontal line which corres
ponds to the top of the tie of the King's cape. 
Finally, in the top margin directly above the 'D' 
of Canada, there are diagonal lines which corres
pond to the upper left ermine tail of the cape, 
just below the monarch's chin. 

In order to verify how accurately these 
corresponding lines match up, the accompany
ing close·up photographs were taken. Both the 
upper and lower portions of the stamp were 
photographed at precisely the same magnifica
t ion. I then superimposed the two negatives, 
trying to match the upper portion with the mis
placed design details against the normal lower 
portion. Holding them up to a strong lamp and 
using a 1 0-power magnifier, it took only seconds 
to see that they matched perfectly! Since nega
tives are rather small, I double-checked by photo· 
copying the two photographs on thin photocopy 
paper. It was a simple matter of lining up the 
details of the two photographs in front of a 
strong light. Again, there was a perfect match I 

What we have here, then, is what I would 
consider a major variety of the &i Edward which 
was missed in the previous extensive work on 
the Edward VII issue. Perhaps it is not surpris· 
ing that it was missed, considering that it is sit· 
ting on the top of the Major Ae·entryl One 
would hardly expect to find two such beauti
ful varieties so close to each other, particularly 
when this stamp already has a minor re-entry 
in the lower portion. 

The next obvious question would be 
whether or not there is any trace of the misplaced 
entry in the stamp above, position #69? I own 

re-entered 'normally', as listed by Marler, but 
there is no evidence of the misplaced entry. 

My theory is that the siderographer was in 
a great hurry to lay down, or repair, the plate. 
My two blocks of six and two pair, from just 
this one corner of the sheet, exhibit a total of 
nine re-entries and one defective transfer. In 
his haste, he allowed the transfer roll to touch 
down 8 .5 mm too low if he was about to re-enter 
position i 69 or, if he was preparing to re-enter 
position If 79, 16.5 mm too high I Realizing his 

several pieces from this same sheet of stamps error, he raised the transfer roll before making 
(unfortunately they were split up to fit into the even one complete pass, thus transferring only 
dealer's envelope), including position #69, which the few details mentioned in this article. Since 
I have examined thoroughly. Position i 69 is it appears to have been a hurried job, it is doubt· 
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ful that he would consider taking the time to 
repair his blunder. 

On pp. 34 -35 of his book, 'The Edward 
VI/Issue of Canada", Mr. Marler indicated that 
he was of the opinion that it was "very unlikely" 
that the Edward plates (except the 1 t and Ul 
were ever "re-worked extensively by re-i!ntering, 
retouchmg or both." In the case of the 5t I 
find this statement rather difficult to accept. 
If true, however, 11 would mean that all of the 
re-i!ntries (Marler I ists some 65 varieties for the 
5t value, including re-i!ntries, retouches and de· 
fective transfers) are actually original entries 
which existed throughout the life of the plates. 
This means that a calculation of the quantity of 

each entry can be made. With a grand total of 
66,210,000 printed, using 6 plates of 200 each , 
and assuming the same number of impressions 
per plate, we arrive at a figure of 55,175. Since 
I own two of the ones described in this article, 
there are potentially 55,173 more copies out 
there somewhere, just waiting to be discovered. 
Allowing for losses over the years, I wonder 
how many are left? 

Any SNAPS members interested in re
entries are invited to join our Study Group. 
1982 fees are only $4.00. Information is given 
on the Business Side pege of each issue of 
TOPICS. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
one.time six consecut ive Effective with Sept.-Oct. 1981 Issue insertion insertions 

Outside Back Cover ........... ..... . ... .... . 600.00 
500.00 Inside Covers (front or back) .................... . 

75.00 375.00 Full page •.....•..............•..... · .. · · · · 
Half page ... .... ... . .. . . . ......... .. .. . . · · · 50.00 250.00 
Quarter page ...... .... ............. ........• 
Eighth page ......•... . .. . ... .... ......... . . 

30.00 150.00 
20.00 100.00 

Specified pages (when possible) ...... . ........... . 25% Extra 
Send all copy to: The Advertising Man~er , BNA TOPICS 

P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ontario, Canada LSJ 5E9 

AUCTION AGENT 
For over twenty-five years, Jim 
Hennok hu been buying at major 
North American Auctions. His ex· 
pertlse is available to you at a sup· 
risingly low rate. He is widely rec
ognized as the most thorough and 
accurate "viewer" in Toronto. By 
employing him u an agent you can 
gain anonymity and prevent unsat· 
isfactory purchasas. Pleasa phone or 
write to discuss your needs. 

JIM A . HENNOK L TO. 
43 Adelaide Street East 

Toronto, Ontario 
M5C 1J4 

Phonef416)363-7757 
(24 hours) 
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EXPERIENCE 

From before tha Reford Sales 

of 1949-50 to the present I 

have been representing dis

criminating buyers at major 

sales in Toronto, New York, 

and London. Your enquiries 

welcome. 

GEORGEWEGG 

Box 68. Station Q, 
Toronto, Canada. 

M4T 2L7 (416) 489-4683 



The CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES STUDY GROUP 
Centennial Coils 

PART 4 (of 4) by Douglas C. Irwin 

The introduction by the Canadian Bank 
No~e Company of a new web -fed printing press 
for the production of coil stamps created some 
types of coil errors and varieties not previously 
seen. The 64! orange Centennial coil was t he 
first definitive to be printed on this new press. 
It was followed by the 6e black, 7ri and 84! coil 
stamps. 

I. Pair miscut into design 

Occasionally the cutter, which separates 
the individual rolls of coi l stam;::>s, gui llotines 
the sheet of coi l subjects through the stamps 
rather than down the vertical margin between 
adjacent rolls . Figure 1 shows a miscut pair of 
the 8¢ where the guillotine has cut into the 
stamps, leaving the coi l stamps short of design 
along the left edge and showing a portion of the 
adjacent roll along the right edge. The stamps 
shown were guillotined 4 mm to the right of 
the proper position. This pair is untagged, 
on plain paper, with dextrine num. 

2. Per}orarions shift into design 

The Canadian Bank Note Company's 
new press also created some very interesting 
perforating errors. Figure 2 shows a copy of 
the 64! orange coil (plain paper) in wl>ich the 
horizontal perforations have been shifted into 
the stamp design. The new pr inting press made 
12 horizontal rows of perforations c;t a time. 
In some instances, the web of coil subjects 
would not be advanced properly between suc
cessive perforating steps, and some areas of the 
web would receive two sets of horizontal 
perforations close together. These double per
forations can be found on the 6¢ orange, 6¢ 
black, U and 811 Centennial coils. 

I 

( "'"'{{; 

3. Elongated holes 

On the 6¢ and U coils, the second set of 
perforations is usually quite close to the first 
set. Consequently the perforations appear as 
elongated ovals. Figure 3 shows a strip of 4 of 
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the 6t orange and strip of 5 of the 64 black 
where the perforations between the lower three 
stamps are elongated. 

4. Double sets of perforations 

In the 8¢ Centennial coil, greater separation 
between rows of double perforations can be 
found. Figure 4 shows a strip of 5 with double 
perforations showing between the bottom 4 
stamps. Complete separation of the double per
forations has begun to show in the bottom two 

stamps of this strip. In the pair of the 84 coil 
on the right, the double perforations are separ· 
ated by about 6 mm Strips of Centennial coils 
have been found containing between one set of 
double perforations and a maximum of twelve 

sets. 

5. Imperforate horizontally 

Occasionally, for reasons yet unknown to 
philatelists, the perforator does not function 
and an imperforate strip of 13 stamps results 
(missing twelve rows of perforations). These 
imperforate errors can be found on the 6<1 orange 
(plain and hibrite), 61t black, U and Sit (tagged 
and untagged) Centennial coils. Figure 5 shows 
imperforate copies of the 61t black, 7C and Bet 
coils. 

The Centennial Definitives Study Group 
produces a newsletter regularly, along with 
this column. The newsletter deals with the 
Centennial issue in far greater detail and also 
provides a forum for study group members to 
discuss th is complex issue. Any SNAPS mem
ber interested in joining the study group should 
contact us at the address listed on the Business 
Side page of each ISSue of TOPICS. 

SUPPORT TOPICS' 
ADVERTISERS 
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LITERATURE REVIEWS 
BNA PHilATELy iN PRiNT 

CATA L OGUE OF CANADIA N RAILWAY 
CANCELLATI ONS AND RELATED TRA NS· 
PORTATION POSTMARKS; Lewis M . Ludlow ; 
Published in Japan by t he Au thor, 1982,272 pp. 
$32. North American D istribut or: F.E. Eaton 

& Sons. Vancouver. 

It must be difficult for an American, living 
and working in Japan, to produce a book on 
Canadian Railway Post Office cancellations! If 
not difficult, the IJreceeding combination still 
must be unique. 

At long last. the book many people have 
been waiting for is available. Ever since his 1975 
work sold out. Lew Ludlow has been readying 
this new version. Twelve sections, laid out in 
horizontal format, cover more than 3000 railway 
cancel lations. 

New sections included in the twelve are 
Steamers. Ornaments, Ticket Stamps and Reg· 
istered and Emergency cancels, plus a short 
look at Royal trains. Another innovation is 
the use of photographs in addition to the fami· 
liar pen and ink Illustrations. 

Two features will make this a 'must buy' 
book. Most people are anxious to see the revised 
rarity factors-not only have the individual rat· 
ings been revised. ~o has the rarity factor system 
itself. It nowworksonascaleof500maximum . 

T he second point to be noted is that while 
over 500 new entrres are listed, an equal number 
have been delistet.l. Further, Clerk Strikes are 
now listed indrv1dually, with periods of use and 
raritv factors o f their own. 

All data in thtl book. with few exceptions, 
has been authenttl:nted by actual examples. It 
is presumed that this effort towards accuracy 
is partly resoonsible for the large number of 
delistings. 

Another change worthy of note · per iods 
of use are now given by early and late year 
dates, not by stamp catalog numbers. 

Pnnted m tarqe type on heavy paper, the 
whole IS cui i bound to lay flat for anticipated 
heavy use. The only complaint so far is that 
some ot the strike reproductions are too light. 

This cataloque, the result of input from 
hundreds of collectors, is another fine example 
of what people c.,n do when they work together 
(and have a good Ortver in the engine). 

-MS 

THE EVOLUTION OF IM PERIA L PENNY 
POSTAGE AND THE POST A L HISTORY 
OF THE CANADIAN 1898 MAP STAMP; 
R. B. Winmill; Jim A. Hennok L td., Toronto, 
1982, 110 pp. $25 post paid. 

Why the author chose this title for this 
book is something of a mystery. A brief (6 

pages, including illustrations) survey of the 
evolution of Imperial Penny Postage is followed 
by a 1 ~ page list of rates, and rate combinations, 
in effect just before and after the 1898 Map 
stamp was issued. This is followed by 13 pages 
of photographs of map stamp covers illustrating 
various rates. 

Then comes the meat of the book-74 pages 
chock full of information on the various cancel · 
lations which have been foundonthe Map stamp! 
Checklists are provided for Squared Circles, 
RPOs, Duplex and Roller cancels. Also covered 
are Fancy cancels, Flags, Precancels, Numeral 
cancels, various Ring and Circle cancels. New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia Grids, Coloured 
and even Foreign cancels. Anyone looking for 
a new collecting interest could spend several 
lifetimes trying to complete all the different 
pOssibilities listed. 

A word about the photographs. Although 
this reviewer would only rata the reproduction 
Quality and in some cases, the reproduction size 
chosen, at between 6 and 7 on a scale of 10, the 
close to 100 illustrations are, alone, almost 
worth the price of the book. Most collectors 
would give an eye tooth (or two) to have virtually 
any of the items shown. A superb effort at 
gathering material on the subject. 

MS 

TH E CANA DA POST A L ACT AND POST 
OFFICES 1878 AND TH E 'CANADA' SPLIT 
RING PROOFS JUNE 1879- JANUARY 1880, 
Brian H . Symonds; Post · West Publishing and 
Pr int ing L td., Edmonton, 1982, 128 pp. $16.95 
sof t cover, $21.95 hard cover. 

This book is jun what its title says it is. 
The Postal Act October 1878 and the Tables of 
Rates of Postage in effect 1 August 1878 are 
reproduced word for word and number for 

Continued on P. 23 
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The PRECANCEL SPECIALIST 
Precancellation By Means of Rollers 

by Hans Reiche· 

11111111 
..B R IWri'O-'tt> o Nr 

HINIII 
This type of roller cancellation was used 

to precancel some early issues 

The question of stamps being precancelled ascertaining particulars as to how these stamps 
by means of a roller, instead of the regular pre- have been placed in circulation. I would further 
cancel overprint, has been the subject of several call attention to the danger which may arise, 1st 
articles. That large numbers of such stamps were of loss to the revenue and 2nd of delay in cor
used is obvious from envelopes which can still be respondence in cases where the public may have 
found with the stamp cancelled by a roller but accepted these stamps in good faith and then 
not tied to the cover. may have had their correspondence sent to the 

The official view of the Post Office Depart- Department for investigation." Next day the 
ment of this procedure has not been clearly Deputy wrote to the PMG. "Herewith you will 

presented. A search of old files in the Federal find a sample of a stamp which the Toronto Post 
Archives in Ottawa reveals the following in for- Office is effacing in sheets and selling to the R. 
mation. Simpson and T . Eaton Cos. Mr. Walsh, Super-

A large number of complaints are recorded intendent of the Dead Letter Branch, has in

from officials in the Post Office stating that ·formed me that he has received several of these 
stamps are being used which have not been pro
perly cancelled. The post office talks about 
fraud in one case in which legal action was taken. 

The most interesting correspondence comes 
from 1897/98. The Secretary of the Post Office 
wrote, in 1897, to the Postmaster in Toronto, 
Mr. J. C. Patterson. "Will the PM of Toronto 
please be so good as to state whether his office 
has obliterated by means of rollers any 3c 
stamps, and, if so, for whom. under what cir· 
cumstances, authority and when." The Post
master replied, "Yes, we obliterate stamps with 
the roller, $10,000 worth of 3c annually for 
Simpson's and Eaton's catalogues." Next day 
the Superintendent of the Dead Letter Branch 
wrote to the Deputy PMG . "With reference to 
the memo in connection with obliteration of 
3c postage stam;:>s previous to the mailing of 
such stamps, I would call your attention to the 
fact that on examination of a number of cata
logues issued by the T. Eaton Co. of Toronto : 
found that the company is using these obl iter
ated stamps. This information may assist in 

from Owen Sound, Collingwood and several 
other places. These stamps are effaced by rollers 
and sold to be used by the above firms, and 
when going through the Post Office are not 
further effaced so it is absolutely impossible to 
tell when the stamp has been used more than 
once, and the postal revenues thus defrauded. 
You will see herewith statement from Mr. 
Patterson that he has been in the habit of 
selling them in large quantities. Major Walsh is 
of the opinion that this shoud be stopped at 
once. I submit it for your opinion." The 
following day the PMG replied. "I return 
papers. Once an obliteration passes out of the 
custody of the Post Office it can not be accepted 
in payment of postage. Mr. Patterson and all 
other Postmasters must be notified accordingly : 
They may accept as postage any stamps hereto
fore obliterated in advance but the Postmasters 
will please discontinue any such irregular pro
ceeding as that of <'hi iterating stamps in advance 
of being tendered for post on mail matters. I 
might also add that the roller obliteration on 
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sample stamps sent to me, which I return, I 
regard as insufficient obliteration." A note 
added that a circular policy statement was to be 
prepared. 

Shortly afterwards some companies re · 
turned some of these sheets to the Post Office. 
One such incident is disclosed in a memo from 
the Superintendent , Postage Stamp Branch, to 
the Secretary. " In connection with the claim 
for refund for a quantity of postage stamps re
cently received from London, Ontario, which 
were in sheets, and although obliterated by the 
cancelling apparatus used in the London Post 
Office, had not been used. The Postmaster of 
that city in reply to an enquiry addressed to him 

LITERATURE REVIEWS continued from P. 21 
number. Even those familiar with Postal Guides 
will find that while the Act of 1878 takes up a 
lot less space than that of the 1940's, it still 
makes interesting reading. 

The list of Post Offices by electoral dis
trict, October 1878 will provide another solid 
reference for those engaged in the study of postal 
history by area or district. 

'Canada' split rings are those which in
clude the word Canada in full, as well as the ab
breviation of the province following the Post 
Of' ice's name. According to t he author, the 
'Canada' split rings appear to have been aban
doned after only six months use. Most of those 
used are reproduced. Also given, where available, 
are the revenues for each Post Office for the 

CANADA 
REVENUES 

We have been revenue specialists since 
1970. Our revenue stock is one of the 
largest in existence. Regular revenue 
sales and ReveNews bulletins. Latest 
fully illustrated revenue pricelists $1.00, 

refundable 

E. S. J. van Dam Ltd . 
P.O. Box 300 

Bridgenorth, Ontario, Canada 
KOL1HO 

by this Branch, as to the circumstances under 
which those stamps were cancelled previous to 
thei r being affixed to any article of mail matter , 
stated that the London Post Office has been 

i:1 the habit of cancelling stamps in sheets for 
persons mailing large quantities of circulars and 
reports. This however, the Postmaster adds, 
Ue ing done only in certain cases and for persons 
well known. As the practice in question is ob
viously attended with considerable risk of loss 
to the Department, in view of the possibility 
of such stamps being used more than once for 
postage purposes, the question of its discon
tinuance is respectfully referred to the Secretary 
fo r his attention." 

years 1878/79 and 1879/80. This information 
is intended as a guide to the rarity of the can
cels, and is certainly a novel approach to that 
often thorny ·problem. 

In his introduction the author states that 
poor reproduction or omission of some strike is 
due to the fact that the proof book example 
was itself poor. No explanation is given as to 
why they were not 'touched up' so that there 
would be uniformity in the quality of the ~epro
ductions. 

Printed on heavy bondpaper,the8%"x11'· 
book is well laid out and, es~ecially with its 
spiral ring binding in the soft cover edition, 
meant to be used. 

MS 

COLLECTIONS 
Disposing of collections to the best 
advantage can sometimes become a 
complex problem. I have the experience 
and ready access to the best markets for 
any type of collection. This includes the 
International British market as Canadian 
Agent for Robson Lowe Limited of 

London, England. 

Box 68, Station Q, 

M4T 2L7 
Toronto, Canada 
(416)489 . 4683 
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B. N.A. COVERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections gladly sent B.N.A.P.S members 

on approval 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 
SNAPS Established 1893 ASDA 

643 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH 

NAPLES, FLORIDA, U.S.A . 33940 

CANADIAN COVERS 

WANTED 

Ontario towns, Squared Circles, Western, 
RPO' s, Military, Flogs, cards, rates, e tc. 
(also better cancels on stamp). Individual 
pieces, accumulations, collections and larger 
lots wanted. Have same to offer. 

SQUARED CIRCLE EXCHANGE AND 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 

GRAHAM J. NOBLE 
P.O. BOX 80 

KINGSTON, ONTARIO 

BNAPS • CPSGII • RPSC · APS • PHSC 

24/ BNA TOPICS I SEPTEMBER -OCTOBER, 1982 

Canada, Newfoundland 

And Other B.N.A. 

Public Auctions 

·Basutoland, Fal!<land Islands 

and other British Common

wealth. Mint, Used, On Cover, 

Single Rarities, Collections, Ac

cumulations Bought and Sold. 

JOHN H. TALMAN 
BOX 70, ADELAIDE STREET P.O. 

TORONTO, ONT. M!SC 2H8 

PHONE (416) 863-1465 

Visit our store at 35 Victoria Street, 
Downtown Toronto 



THE FIVE CENT LARGE QUEEN 

"The Canadian Government have had a 
five c~nt stamp prepared, engraved of the same 
type 3S the present set, tne most noticeable dif· 
terence being the circle around the head which 
is corded. The specimen sent us is printed in 
brown on India paper, bearing the Company's 
imprint underneath." 

First recorded in the "American Journal 
of Philately " of June 1, 1868, this quotation 
always seems to be followed by the statement 
that the stamp was never printed because at the 
time there was no rate for it. However, the 
domestic rate plus registration did come to five 
cents in 1868, and was used extensively, nor· 
mally paid by combining a 2d and a 3e Large 
Queen (after the introduction of the Smal l 
Queen issue, various combinations of large and/ 
or small queens were used). There was also a ten 

cent rate to British Columbia and Vancouver 
Island for which a pair of five cent stamps could 

A large die proof, showing the printer's inscrip· 
tion as reported in the journal of 1868. 

by j oe DiCiornmo 

have been used. Perhaps these two usages were 
not sufficient to warrant a separate stamp al · 
though, later on, starting with the eight cent 

A larrJe progressive die proof of the 5f/ Large 
Queen, ex. Fairbanks. The only copy known 

to date. 

Small Queen, it became the mode to have a 
stamp for the domestic rate plus registration. 

I t was not until seven years later that a 
five cent stamp was offically requested. In a 
letter dated 3 September 1875, W. H . Griffin 
of the Post Office asked the manager of the 
Brit ish American Bank Note Company , "Be as 
good as to prepare as expeditiously as practic· 
able, a postage stamp plate for a five cent stamp 
and running some specimens of tints from which 
the Postmaster General can select a colour dis
tinct from those now in use. It had better, I 
think, be some del icate shade of gray or stone 
colour." (Mr. Kenneth S. Mackenzie, then are· 
search officer with the National Postal Museum, 
wrote that this letter was hard to read. and that 
the words "running" and "stone" were uncer• 
tain.) 
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In a previous letter, written on 1 September 

1875, to postmasters, Mr. Griffin had announced 
the new reduced rate of five cents to England, 
and stated that the five cent stamps were being 
prepared for delivery to the Post Office prior to 
the day of the rate change, 1 October 1875. 

These two letters are rather interesting. In , 
the one dated 1 September 1875, he announces 
that a new stamp is being prepared. However, 
as the other letter shows, the actual ordering 
was done two days later. Taking into consider
ation that the mails at the time were faster than 
today, it is likely that BABN started to work on 
this project on Monday, 6 September 1875. 

All of this means that in the next twenty 
feu r days, eighteen if weekends are not counted, 
BABN prepared the plate, ran specimens of tints, 
sent them to Ottawa (from Montreal) for the 
Postmaster General to make a decision, printed 
the stamps in the colour chosen and shipped 
them to Ottawa in time for distribution to Post 
Offices for the 1 October sale to the public. On 
the surface, this seems to be quite an effort-un
less BABN dusted off the original plate which 
had been prepared in 1867 . Like the rest of 
the 'Large Queen' issue, the 1867 plate was 
based on a vignette, 'Victoria's Head - facing 
right', by Charles Henry Jeens. The engraving 
was done by Alfred Jones and Henry Earle Sr. 
The de:;ign was by Joseph C. Lindsley, and the 

lettering was done by D. S. Ronaldson. 

In his fine article on the five cent (BNA 
TOPICS, Vol. 24, No. 2, February 1967) , 
Graham Fairbanks discarded the idea that BABN 
had used the plate prepared for the 5e in 1867 . 
He stated that the plate had many things wrong 
~ith it. However. with the exception of the 
'goitre' variety, which so far has been only found 
on the blue plate proof in position # 16, I have 
not seen anything really wrong on large pieces 
of the blue or green plate proofs. 

Another reason given by Fairbanks was 
the fact that the plate inscriptions were not the 
same. This is quite true. On the first plate, the 
inscription, British American BANK NOTE Co. 
Montreal & Ottawa, is 1 mm by 51 mm,and is 
found only on the bottom. The actual plate 
used for printing the 5ri Large Queen stamps 
had an inscription measuring 56 mm by 2Ya mm, 
in a coloured strip with a border of pearls, on 
all four margins of the plate. This inscription, 
British American Bank Note Co. Montreal, has 
'& Ottawa' omitted and lower case letters in 

A block of six from the blue plate proof, show
ing positions 5 & 6 (top), 15 & 16 (Center) 
end '25 & 26 (lower). The printer's inscription, 
if there had been one, would have been above 
positions 5 & 6. The 'goitre' variety is on 

the right. 

'Bank Note'. Another difference is the addition 
of the shaded counter, FIVE CENTS', which is 
found on top of stamps #2 and #3 on the sheet. 

My theory is that, as is the case today, time 
and money were two important and valuable 
commodities. Thus if BABN was short on time, 
and could also save money by cleaning up the 
·Old pl;;te rather than making a new one, it seems 
quite logical that they would do so. 

I am certain that, since the plate was of 
unhardened steel, it would !-:ave been rather 
simple to remove the 'goitre' variety, burn ish off 
the original inscription and replace it with the 
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Block of 8 from the plete proof, showing printer's inscripti·-:m at bottom. 
including'& Ottawa'. 

ct;tit:t~m..!~ ~~tl::[!~· . ..1~-· • ... ,., . · ·· · · ·· ·.·~ 
~~~ 

Block of 8 from a sheet, showing the revised printer's inscription, in this 
case at the top. 
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A close-up of the 'goitre ' variety, found only on 
the blue plate proof. 

new one, and add the inscription to the other 
three sides. (The new inscription, without the 
word 'Ottawa' would also show that the com
pany's office and printing shop were now both 
in Montreal, and not in Ottawa and Montreal 
as previously.) 

Another fact is that this stamp, which could 
actually be considered as being a provisional 
issue, was replaced by the smaller contemporary 
format in February 1876, a mere four months 
later. This would support the suggestion that 
the Large Queen plate was reworked to quickly 
produce stamps to meet a new rate coming into 

effect, thus allowing sufficient time for a proper 
plate to be made for the 5t Small Queen. 
BABN 's answer to Griffin's letter of 3 September 
1875 would make very interesting reading if it 
were to be found. 

The new stamps were in the hands of local 
Post Offices by 1 October 1875, the first day 
of the new reduced rate for a half ounce letter 
to Great Britain. So far, only two copies dated 
1 October 1875 are known . One is in my col -

lection; the other is in the Cohen collection. 
There were approximately one million stamps 
printed, a relatively small quantity which prob
ably accounts for the fact that no plate varieties 
have been found. 

This stamp is found in two shades. a light 
and a deep olive green. The paper on which it 
is usually found is white, progressing towards 
gray. It is of medium thickness and has a very 
strong vertical mesh . The only type of gum 
found on this issue is streaf.:y and brownish. 

A mucn scarcer paper is the one which 
has a horizontal mesh. Compared to the first 
one, this paper is quite strikingly different. It 
is not as thick or stout, and is rather on the 
gray side. The mesh is quite faint . The differ
ences indicate that these are two distict papers, 
not merely the same paper, used sideways in 
the case of the horizontal mesh. Only one copy 
with horizontal mesh has been found to date, 
on a 12 by 12 perforation variety (discussed 
below) . The horizontal mesh paper is quite 
similar to the watermarked Pirie paper found 
on the 15¢ Large Queen. 

For a long time, it was believed that the 
5¢ Large Queen had only one perforation, 11.5 
by 12. Then a copy perforated 12 by 12 was 
discovered. This latter perforation has had a 

A mint copy of the 12 x 12 perforation 51/ 
Large Queen. This is tl:e copy which caused 
Stanley Gibbons to list the 12 x 12 perforation. 
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tough time being ful ly accepted by the people A~ far as is known ot this time, there was only 
who issue catalogues. Gibbons first listed it one printing, of about one million stamps. This 
after having seen a mint copy. In Canada the seems to be a large amount of stamps to be 
12 by 12 perforation was not listed until the perforated in a very short period of time, lead 
Canada Specialized catalog was introduced. ing me to the conclusion that BABN had more 
Lyman's list..:d it for the first time in the 1979 than one perforation machine. This would ac· 
summer catalogue. Scott's has yet to acknow· count for the different perforations. The stamp 
ledge it. Furthermore, it now appears that has also been found imperforate. A pair was 
there are many copies perforated 11 '% by 12. sold several years ago through a Sisson's auction. 
The 12 by 12 is by far the rarest of the three, (See cover illustration.) 
and much rarer than the 11.5 perforation found Although the 5e Large Queen had a rela· 
on the other denominations. tively short l ife, it was used extensively, as illus· 

How can three different perforations exist? trated by the following selection of covers. 

&(~/' I> . / • :/,1 , / 1 // ?• • ... J ' • /:• t:- 0 

0 

0 ,f 0 

,, , :: . l. / • I , , 1 ( , I/'; 
) 

( /· 

' 

5tl rate to Scotland, dated Sp. 1, 76 at Whycocomagh, CB. 

· ........ . 

' 
0 .:. 

·~ • • J . .. 

Double rate to Scotland, dated A u. 4, 76 , also at V'lhycocomagh, CB. 
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An unusual cover from the Bishop of Athabaske to the Bishop of New York, post· 
marked Windsor, with a 'way' mark. The cover was probably carried by 

courier to Windsor . 

• 

The 51/ Large Queen used to pay the 3 cent domestic letter rate plus the 2 cent 
registration fee. Postmarked Ja. 8, 76 at Islington, Ont. 

Double domestic rate plus registr~tion. The 51/ Large Queen is perforated 12 x 12, 
the only copy know on cover. Postmarked Sorel, Mr. 13, 76. 
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Another unusual cover, ex. Fairbanks. It has what appears to be a Buffalo transit 
postmark and a Liverpool receiver on the front. No registration marks are visible. 

Apparently it was missent to Rochester, USA and then forwarded to 
England. Unfortunately, part of the back is missing. 

-
A very scarce 16 cent rare to Australia, in use only a short time. Postmarked Sydney 

M ines. No 14, 1876 i t travelled via Halifax, Montreal and Detroit. reaching 
Melbourne on Ja. 8 77. The 16 cent rare also appliad to China. Covers to 

China exist. though none carry the 5e Large Queen. 
Back stamps are shown below. 

· ,...c ... :-:- .. ( 
0 \ \ f?),'\ ~ ,o ,~ } 

~("~ ~ <0 <"'\ • .,.., 1•<, (c, 

, ~~~Y· -......~~ 

'· ... 

,,·- ... 
, · . 
.. 
'- .• 
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A pair of the 5o' L arge Oueen paying the TOo' rate to Prussia. 

Mailed at Windsor DE 14, 75, it recoived a London 
transit postmark on 28 DE 75. 

- ----- ·-- . ·--- -

, \ 

A pair of 5epaying the 10 cen t rate to Norway . Postmarked St. Jean D'Or/eans, 
Sf!pt. 19, 76 (in manuscript). 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

All of the following items for an immediate cash settlement 
at very generous prices: 

1) Stamp collections of any country (especially internationals 
and globals). 

2) Postal history (covers) of the world pre-1900. Anything 
and everything wanted in early Canada. 

3) large post card collections (pre-1925 vintage). 

If you have anything described above please contact us im
mediately or ship to our store registered mail. larger lots 
preferred please. 

WE OFFER: 

1) A very large reta il store well stocked with BNA material. 

2) Regular mail a uctions. 

3) Mail order and want list service for B.N.A., U.S. and G.B. 
Stamps and Covers. 

- PLEASE VISIT US SOON 

Ameri-Can Stamp Studio 
6048 YONGE STREET 

WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO M2M 3W5 

TREPHONE (416) 226·2622 

HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

OWNER: SAM CASUCCIO 
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MAIL TRANSPORTATION 
In Nineteenth Century Ontario 

by C. R. McGuire 
This series is an expansion of a paper given by C. R. McGuire at the Ontario 

Museum Association sponsored l./eritage Conference - "By River. Road & Rail 
Transportation in Nineteenth Century Ontario" - held from 25-29 January 1981 
in Toronto. 
*An asterisk beside a reference in this paper indicates the item or a fascimile is 
in the National Postal Museum, Ottawa. 

PartS 

Grand Trunk Railway Locomotive ca. 1880 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE 

Travelling, or railway, post offices, with 
mail clerks picking up sorting and dropping off 
mail along the route, were first introduced in 
England in 1838. The Ontario, Simcoe and 
Huron Railway was the first to have such ser
vice in Ontario in October 1853, when mail 
clerks were used between Toronto and Allan
dale. Th is important new method of carrying 
mail was of great benefit, but not to every part 
of the province as this report in theNiagara Mail 
of 26 December 1855 indicated : 

"An important alteration in the 
conveyance of the Toronto and 
other malls, formerly brought by 
steamer to Niagara, has been 
made by the opening of the To
ronto and Hamilton Railway. The 
Toro11to mails are all brought 
round that way now. The mails 
reach NiJzgara every morning about 
4 o 'clock and leave every evening 
at 5. The St. Catharines mail per 
stage will also be discontinued 
af ter the 1st January next. This 
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arrangement places Niagara and 
all other places on th is side of the 
Lake half a day later in the re
ception of Toronto mails". 

By 1857 the Railway Mai l service was in 
use across Canada, four years before the United 
States. The railway significantly reduced mail 
transportation time. For example, in winter 
the railway carried mall between Quebec City 
and Kingston in thirty-one hours; prior to 1857 
the same trip required about four days. Simil
arly, Quebec City to Windsor was forty-nine 
hours by rail, as opposed to ten and a half days 
by other means. The railway was t he most im
portant single improvement in transportation 
during the nineteenth century. Not only was it 
faster, but it was also more reliable and more 
comfortable, and permitted larger shipments 
or numbers of people to be moved with a min
imum of transfers. 

The additional expense to the Post Office 
for equipment and Railway Mail Clerk's salaries 
was well worth the cost. In 1858 fixed rates 
were established by the Governor-in-Council. 
For daily service with Railway Mail cars, once 
each way, the railways were paid: Oay trains, 



$30 per annum per mile; Night trains, $40 
per annum per mile. 

Mail sent as ordinary baggage or freight, 
with a Railway or Post Office guard, was sub· 
ject to a charge of two cents per mile up to 200 
pounds, with additional weight pro-rated - quite 
a reasonable rate I 

As new lines were opened, for example 
between Brockville and Ottawa in 1859, mail 
cars began operating and the frequency of de· 
livery improved. The railway complained that 
they were being paid far too little for carrying 
mail. In 1863, the rates were doubled, to $60 
per annum per mile for daily service. Special 
concessions, such as free passage to employees 

on Departmental business, were given to the 
Post Office Department. As a matter of fact 
this privilege continued until Via Rail was estab
lished in the 1970's. 

Arrangements were made with the United 
States, through Postal Conventions, for the re· 
ciprocal carriage through each other's territory 
of each other's mail in sealed bags. Mail for 

Canada's East and West Coasts travelled more 
directly by going via the U .S. Closed mails 
from overseas were included in the Convention, 
thereby improving international communications 
as well as cross-border and domestic service. 

Domestic service was also extended to 
regions which were difficu It or almost impossible 

to reach at certain times of the year. By 1893, 
improvements in railway mail service were more 

a. result of increased frequency of service and 
more express trains than the result of extension 
of lines. The agreement with the major railways 
allowed the Post Office to utilize the additonal 
runs without increased cost because the rates 
were fixed on an annual basis. 

Initially Railway Mail Clerks were attached 
to the appropriate Post Office District Inspec
tor's office. In early 1897 the service had 
grown to such proportions and importance that 
a special Branch was created, with a Controller 
and offices at Headquarters in Ottawa. A spe
cial booklet, Instructions to Railway Mail 
Clerks"'. was issued to each clerk. By mid-1897 

Contemporary Railway Advertisements 
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Exampll!s of the wide variety of cancelloflolls used by Railway Moil Clerks. 

mail was being carried on 14,780 miles of track, 
in all parts of Canada. There were 385 Railway 
Mail Clerks and total salaries for Rai lway Mail 
related employees was just under $300,000. 

At the turn of the twentoeth century an 
unknown Toronto newspaper correspondent 
spttnt Christmas Ev~: aboard a mail car on the 
Toronto-Mol'ltrt~al Express. His artocle, P.ntotled 
Numerous Man1e/fous l'eature.~ of Railway Mail 
.~n•ice, descrobed "the arduous duties of the 
men who sort and prepare letters. parcels, etc. 
sent throuoh the mails on the day before Christ
mas". and gives us an excellent idea of whut the 
servoce was like near the end of our perio:l of 
interest, aher nearly fifty years of operation. 

N111rwrrm.~ Manwllou.v Feuwres 
of llut/IVO)I Marl SenJfce 

"1\1/olfl' t/w 11/f<l" moil speed.\ 

"'''""'' ''' l r,rollle> and Montreal. 
rl11• ltnuf<hlo• f)lutor·rul slumbers 111 

bU,II l' in hisp11/ntiul f.'C IIIIfJartmelll. 
1711' \llt'fl',\.1}11/ o' /(JZt'll Sll0rt1X /il· 

fully "' lm IIVO-(/o/lar /oerth f>e. 
hind the iii'Ol'V r:ur/all,,\ 'fh t' 
I'C:flrtOIIIICtllll' !NIIIIft'ti lrtlill!lfl!r 
emll'aolullr.~ to curt ,,,, .1·ix feet of 
humalllf)l with somr• degree of 
comfort utwn a plush cushion 
threl' tet' l m len[(th , always SllfJ· 
posmx that he has contrived to 
retain that whole thre{! feet from 
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encroachment. The immigrant 
baby squalls in the llllCOmpromis
ing openness of the second-class 
upper berth. The colored porter 
dozes in lm nondescrim retreat. 
and dreams of the moming's tips. 
The engineer and fireman are 
awake, verv much so: but they are 
getting credit for it in the popular 
imagination. They ore the thin 
coal-bla,·k line o{ lwr(}('s whose 
watchjiilness stands between the 
crowded train -load and destmc
tion. but the train-load kuows it. 
and is grateful for it Travelers 
have even bern known to remem
ber them in their wavers. But 
whn rel/lemher.v - how many ePen 
know - that v11 tlw mtdlf mail 
ther.- orr /i1•e more men awake 
a11d t~lnl, <loin~ as hard JI)Ork un
der as dU}Jcu/1 r:ondltumv a~ any 
man in t/1" .vt<TI'JCr· ''f the public· 
and doinl! it so/ell' and entire(v 
ro cut rime iu two {or the benefit 
oj him who wrire.~ to lm friend in 
the next township or 011 the next 
COIItifll'lll~ 

What They Do Not Do 

Tllt'rt' arc a few people who 
know tlrut there is SIICh a thing tiS 

a railwav pust office. thuu![h few 



would recognize it under the my
stic initials "R.P.O." A few more 
have noticed the strange-looking 
car up among the express and bag
gage-cars, with its many pigeon
holes and the Royal Mail inscrip
tion. Most of the latter think 
there is a gentleman inside who 
takes in bags of ready-sorted let
ters and sits on them till the train 
arrives at its destination. This 
conception is not accurate. There 
is yet a further class who pride 
themselves on their intelligence in 
discerning that the persons in this 
car are engaged in a fiendish task 
of dividing the Conservative mail 
from the Liberal mail, seeing to 
it that the correspondence and pa
pers of their political opponents 
go beyond their destination, and 
are not delivered till 24 hours 
after they should be. 

Complaints are not infrequent 
from newspaper subscribers who 
aver that the political organ which 
they do not like is always thrown 
off at the right station and the 
one they do always goes wrong. 
If these complainants knew that 
there is no branch of the public 
service with a greater esprit de 
corps, and more enthusiastic desire 
to perfect its operations, they 
would look into their complaints 
with greater care before forward
ing them to headquarters. 

What They Really Do 
The railway mail service is by 

far the best organized branch of a 
department whose service is uni
versally admitted to be excellent. 
Nowhere is more work done un
der a responsibility so definite 
and inscrutable. Nowhere are so 
few errors made and so many 
corrected. The whole sy stem is 
a marvel of modern human ma
chinery. Why? Picked men, tried 
methods, constant training and 
examinations, and every man 
responsible for his own work, all 
his own work and nothing but his 
own work. Let us accompany the 
east-bound Montreal mail that left 
Toronto on Wednesday night, 
the last mail, to secure delivery in 
the East before the great feast of 
Christendom. The train leaves at 
ten, but that is not when the 
railway mail clerk begins his 
work. 

That everything may be in the 
most advanced stage of distribu
tion possible as the great train 
reaches each stopping place, and 
finally brings up in Montreal 
at seven a.m. , it is necessary that 
the five men who work the 
railway post office should com
mence their duties at half-past 
three in the afternoon. From 
halfpast three to seven in the 
morning is fifteen and a half 

In ter{()r of a Canadian Pacific Railway mail car, ca. 1880, with Railway Mail Clerks. Note mail 
bag locks to the left of the men. 
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hours of straight, solid work. 
n1ere is time for a meal at To· 
ronto before leaving, but their 
night refreshment they take with 
them and eat in brief intervals on 
the train. Two of the five oper
ate only on the Toronto end of 
the line. They chanl(e trains at 
Naponee, if on time, or nearer if 
not, and return to Toronto in the 
morning, to resume the Stlme 
routine in the evening. These are 
the assistants. The others, the two 
chief clerks and the porter, go 
on to Montreal, and come back 
next night, but from Montreal 
their hours are a trifle lighter. A t 
the Bonaventure station work 
does not begin till nearly six. 
After two consecutive nights of 
this it will hardly be disputed that 
they are entitled to th irty hours 
rest. 

Cars Full of Matter Handled 

On the night we have taken 
for a sample, business was heavy. 
The car from Toron to made up 
125 "separations" of papers and 
parcels and 325 of letters. Many 
of these separations filled the al
lotted sack several times over. Of 
this enormous amount of matter . 
more than enough to fill the car 
to overflowing if all left in it at 
one time · a great part was sorted 
and made ready for Montreal 
trans-shipment before the train 
left, and this was all transferred to 
the baggage car. This total does 
not include what was taken in at 
way stations, as other bags were 
thrown out , and this would 
run from half a dozen to two 
dozen bags at each station. The 
whole staff worked like beavers to 
get the matter illfo proper shape. 

A certain amount of this was 
not handled separately · that is, it 
came in already sorted into small 
bundles ready for casting off at 
way stations or for placing without 
further investigation into bags for 
Sherbrooke, Halifax, Prince Ed· 
ward Island or a score of other 

38 I BNA TOPICS I SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1982 

points beyond Montreal. The 
newspapers especially in their 
own interests have been compelled 
to adopt very perfect classi· 
fication of their parcels, and 
bundles of Newses containing 
from twenty-five to a hundred or 
more papers would require no 
more handling than to be cast 
bodily into the apropriate bag. In 
technical language, they are made 
up for the same "distributions"as 
are required to be made on the 
Toronto-l!fontreal mail · nearly 
one hundred distributions. 

For each of these distributions 
· each representing a station, a 
branch line or a through connec
tion of some kind · a pigeon-hole 
yawns at the feller-end of the car. 
and a big canvas bag is spread 
open in a long rack down the 
middle. Each of them the expert 
distributor knows, by a sweet 
short name. The mail for Belle· 
ville and Peterboro branch, itself a 
railway post office. which will 
look after its own subdivision, he 
slings into a cavity euphoniously 
know as "Belle-and-Pete". Many 
are know by bare initials, others 
by the abbreviation of long-de
funct railway titles. 

Each sack and each bag when 
he fills it up is found to bear the 
correct designation on a card 
dipped into a grooved strap of 
metal at the end of its card. Each 
bag of letters is threaded at the 
top upon a small metal bar and 
the bar padlocked with a uniform 
lock of which the railway mail 
clerk treasures the key as he would 
his life. Each registered bag is 
tied with twine as well as locked, 
and the knot heavily sealed in an 
iron ring and impressed with the 
car seal "Toronto-Montreal". 
For these the car takes a receipt, 
as it gives one for each parcel of 
registered mail that it accepts. 

His Special Abilities 
What mllst be the special cap· 

abilities of the men who perform 



these varied dr1tie:r? In the .first 
place. above and beyond all re
quirements of intelligence. skill 
and honesty stand:r the fact that 
the railway mail clerk must have a 
constitution of iron. He must be 
able to face at all times a11d all 
seasons a day's work of contmuous 
mental stre:rs and physrcal strain 
lasting for twelve to sixteen hours 
at a stretch. and he must be able 
to shift this work at a minute's 
notice from the hours of day to 
the hours of night. It is no easy 
position, and the man who can
not stand the strain without flinch
ing is of no use to the Department. 

Then, too, he must possess a 
thoror1gh geographical ·knowledge 
of the post offices of Canada 
(and what that means we will 
consider shortly), and a working 
knowledge of the timetables of 
every railway, stage route and 
steamer line with which his run 
comes In contact. As long as he 
is on schedule time his connections 
are, of course, a"anged for him; 
but once let his train drop so far 
behind that a regular connection 
is missed, and it is the chief clerk 
of the car who has to plan out the 
best possible device for securing the 
delivery of his mails. For example. 
many .~mall stations on the main 
lines are reached onlv once a day 
in each direction by an accommo
dation train. The haxs for these 
will IJe thrown off normally at 
the statiom where the accomoda
tion train begins its nm; but if the 
connection be mis:red they mu:rt 
be taken on to the point where the 
nm ends. and taken back from 
there along the line. The mail clerk 
must imtant~y adapt himself to 
these chanxes of plan, or the dis
trict Ire serves will lose. instead 
of a few hour&, a whole day in the 
delia•ery of their mail. 

The Innumerable Post Offices 
His know~dge uf the post of 

fices is now the matter of a spe
cial annual examination, in which 

The "catch post" wa:r used to drop and pick up 
mail bags at :rtations where a train did not stop. 

This is a modern version of the device in 
use since the 1850's. 

he must make 90 per cent or lose 
his annual increase of salary. Pub
lic service i:r no private snap on 
the railway post office, and the 
man, once in, must lccep up his 
standard of work to stay in. In 
the Toronto district the examina
tion is usually confined to Ontario, 
though the practical requirements 
of the case compel a man to know 
a good deal outside of that limit. 
The test i:r called the "case ex· 
amination" There are about 
3,50() post offices in Ontario, and 
a chance selection of 1,500 cards, 
each bearing the name of one of 
these offices. and no two being 
similar. is placed before the can· 
didate, who is required to make 
them up in to I 00 or more separa· 
tions. on precisely tire same lines 
as if he were handling them on a 
railway mail car. There is no time 
limit, but a good man handles his 
1,500 in slightly ovtr an hour (the 
record is forty -nine minutes). and 
the percentagr of accuracy 11 UJU· 
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ally over 97, while 100 per cent 
is not infrequent. This means a 
thorough knowledge of the exact 
location and method of reaching 
any and every one of the 3,500 
post offices. 

A strict record is kept of every 
examination in a book which con
tains the official biography of each 
clerk, and in which is scored up 
every report made of him, for mis
handling a piece of mail, and every 
correction which he himself re
ports of a mis-handling by some 
other office · the sending to his 
train o[ a letter which should 
no t have come there at all, or the 
doing up in a parcel destined for 
one section of a letter destined 
[or another. Wednesday, for ex
ample, no less than seven leiters 
in one parcel reached the Toronto· 
Montreal train from a city post 
office. when they should have gone 
to the Toronto-Ottawa. Had 
they reached sorting before ten 
o'clock they would have been 
handed over to the Ottawa car; 
as was, they had to be forwarded 
from Brockville, with a slight loss 
of time, just the same way as the 
Ottawa Valley mail picked up 
along the line. The parcel in which 
they were done up bore the date 
stamp of the office making it, 
and the initial of the clerk, on a 
slip of paper at its back, and this 
was endorsed with a memorandum 
o[ the number of mis-sent letters 
and the initials of the correcting 
clerk, to whom tlze co"ection will 
be duly credited. It may be noted 
that the railway clerks, chiefly 
owing to the highly systemized 
working of their departments, 
co"ect about five times as many 
errors as they make. 

The Distributor at Work 
An expert railway mail clerk 

in tlze full operation of sorting, 
is a sight worth seeing. At work 
he frequently exceeds his examina
tion average of 1,500 per hour. 
With a stack of letters in his left 
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hand, he stands like a card dealer 
under the dim and flickering light 
of the railway lamp and plays 
over his hundred pigeon-holeswith 
the certai!lty and tmmistaking ac
tion of an organist drawing his 
stops. Only very rarely does he 
hesitate, and then it is seldom 
for his own ignorance. What lit· 
tie trouble he has is caused by bad 
or indistinct writing, or insuffi· 
ciency of address. and he is not 
the man who suffers most from 
this, for the only word in which 
he is interested, is the name of the 
post office, and that is usually re
comizable. 

In any event, there has been 
an enormous improvement in the 
quality of address writing in the 
last ten years. Tlte typewriter 
and the spread of edt1cation are 
about equally responsible, and ex
cept for an occasional specimen in 
the European mails the indecipher
able address is very infrequent. 
Here are two historic examples, 
showing the difference between 
the bad addressing which does 
worry the railway mail clerk, and 
the bad addressing which does not. 
The first, of course, would afford 
no one any trouble until it reached 
the St. Thomas post office: 
(1) "KainsSt. 

St. Thomas, Ont. 
"I don't no the gent's name. " 

(2) "M. S. Marbarrett, 
at a [arm 

1, 700 miles beyond Montreal, 
North W~st Te"itory, 

Canada." 
The Service at Large 

There are nine railway post 
office districts in Canada, of which 
Toronto is easily the most impor
tant. The present number of em
ployees is 403, which was slightly 
exceeded in '93 and '96 at the 
end of the regime of Sir Adolphe 
Caron. A I though the salary list 
is now lighter than in those years, 
the amount paid for mileage is 
greater, which would seem to in-



dicate that the reduced staff are 
as least doing quite as much work. 
There is, by the way, a curious 
anomaly in regard to this mileage. 
It is half a cent per mile by day 
and one cent by night, this being 
the only compensation for the 
more arduous night service. But 
if the night clerks train is so late 
as to cover part of its mileage 
after six in the morning he loses 
the half cent on that distance. If 
a train due at Toronto at six 
o'clock, is held up sixty miles out 
until six o'clock, and does not get 
in until eight, the clerk loses thirty 
cents, as well as two hours of his 
own private time. It is true the 
belated day clerk gains in the same 
manner, but this is merely a rea
sonable compensation for lost 
time. while there are some lines 
which have no day service, and 
never give their clerks an oppor
tunity to profit in this way. 

The Toronto District 
Tlze Toronto district embraces 

twenty -six different railway post 
offices. There are two- night and 
day- on the Toronto -Montreal 
line, a night car only Toronto to 
Ottawa, day cars from Toronto 
to Port Hope, Niagara Falls, Hamil
ton, London, Elora. Sarnia, Owen 
Sound, Gravenhurst. North Bay 
and Midland, and the following 
branches - Hamilton -Meaford, 
Beeton-Collingwood, Port Cal
bourne-Port Dalhousie, Whitby
Mania, Belleville-Peterboro', Belle
ville -Madoc. Picton- Trenton. Na
pa nee · Tamwo.rth. Kingston -
Tweed, Lindsay-Tamworth, Or
angeville-Teeswater, andA/landale
Penetanguishene. In the two /at· 
ter the post office official has no 
compartment to himself, and 
dwells in the baggage car. 

The genial Toronto superin
tendent, J. E. McLeod, an enthu
siast on post service and systema
tization, a popular head, and a 
veteran whose appointment dates 
back to the MacKenzie regime, 

has under him an office staff of 
four, seventy-eight railway mail 
clerks, eight transfer agents and 
one train porter. The Toronto
Montreal line is the chief railway 
route in Canada, and it takes 
thirty-two men from the two dis
tricts to keep it in operation. The 
Toronto district staff includes Uni
versity graduates, old boys from 
Upper Canada College and Bishop 
Ridley, and, generally speaking, as 
fine a selection of men as work in 
any public service. The salary 
commences at $480., but is sub
ject to an annual raise of $50., 
conditioned on the case examina
tion and the conduct report. 
These case examinations have 
only been in use since 1898, hut 
the records show an extraordinary 
improvement in the efficiency of 
the men 

~~"(. STATIONlO 
C.l' AU 4- 80 9 

HAMILTON. 

Larger centers had post offices in their railway 
stations. Illustrated are samples n.f different 

cancels used at Hamilton :~ Grand 
Trunk Station. 

A Strenuous L(fe 

Life on a railway car is not 
heaven at the best, and when com
bined with hard mental work for 
fifteen hours at a stretch it is very 
difficult. There is no small ele
ment of danger, too, in spendinx 
ones life a few feet behind the en
gine of an express train. The long 
standing and the constant vibra
tion are runious to the constitu
tion. The responsibility is unceas
ing and worrying. The railway 
mail clerk is a man to whom the 
public owes its gratitude, espec
ially at this festive season of 
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greetings between friend and 
friend, greetings that forget his la
bours. and make it impossible for 
him to celebrate with the rest 
o[us". 

The railways also had their moments of 
danger, for the possibility of derailment was 
ever present. You have all probably seen photo· 
graphs of train accidents, often resulting in con
siderable damage, injury and sometimes death. 
For security reasons, t he postal car was almost 
always placed next to the locomotive and coal 
tender, thus the risks to Railway Mail Clerks 
were very high. This was particularly true when 
the mail cars were made of wood. In fact, a 
post office report states that, as a consequence 
" .. the l ife of the railway mail clerk is shortened 
by the constant strain upon him". It goes on to 
say "their work is exacting and responsible , on 
holidays as on week days, and under trying 
conditions, such as inadequate accommodation, 
poorl y equipped and improperly heated cars, 
they are obliged to work exposed to all sorts of 
weather". ( 1 ) 

The fol lowing poem immorta lizes this hardy 
and dedicated breed of postal worker, whose 
duties often required fifteen hour days and 
kept them away from their families for a week 

REFERENCES: 

1. The Postmark, July 1962, P. 25 ..JO. 

at a t ime: 

A Strenuous Life 

No flag is snapping over him. 
No band is playing loud; 
Tnere are no cheers in strident vim 
From some applauding crowd, 

But night and day he toils away, 
Until his work is done . 
No ranting fifes or bugles play 
To l ighten his long run, 

He has no time to think of fear, 
Or talk of pluck or nerve, 
With danger always lurking near 
In every lurching swerve. 

The swaying lamps make shadows dim 
to taunt his straining eyes; 
The jolting car makes mock of him 
As madly on it flies. 

It may be north, south, east or west 
The mail must hurry through 
The postal clerk may take no rest 
With all t hese t h ings to do, 

He does not see what waits ahead, 
Nor cares what lies behind . 

by W. D. Nesbit; Ca. 1920 (3) 

2. King's Printer, The Civil Service of Canada, History of the Post Office Department, Ot tawa, 
19 12. P. 130. 

3. The Postmark, Ju ly 1962, P.30. 
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1982 

CALENDAR 
This feature of TOPICS will list Exhibitions and Bourses, including FIP sponsored (International) 

exhibitions, which will have a significant BNA content, as well as SNAPS Regional Group 
Functions. I nformationlprospectus should be sent to the Editor as soon as 

available and at least 3 months before the event. 

OCTOBER 15 . 17: STAMPFEST '82 (Fall Session), dealers bourse. Sheraton Centre, Toronto. 

OCTOBER 16: The Guelph Stamp Club's annual exhibition and bourse, St. James Junior High 
School, 57 Victoria Rd ., Guelph, 'Jntario. For Information: Frank Rolfe, RR3, Guelph, 
Ont. N1 H 658. 

OCTOBER 23 • 24: BYPEX • 82, exhibition and bourse commemorating the 150th Anniversary 
of the Rideau Canal, featuring a postal history exhibition sponsored by the Postal History 
Society of Canada. Skyline Hotel , Ottawa (site of last year's BNAPEX) . 

OCTOBER 30: SNAPS NORCAL Regional Group meeting at SACAPEX, Sacramento, California. 
Information: See Regional Groups list on The Business Side page. 

NOVEMBER 12 • 14: VAPEX '82. SNAPS Mid -Atlantic Regional Group will hold their annual 
fall meeting in conjunction with the Virginia Philatelic Federation exhibition and bourse. 
Location: Same as for BNAPEX '82. Information: See Regional Groups list on The 
Business Side page. 

NOVEMBER 12 -14! HAMPE X '82,annudl exhibition and bourse of the Hamilton Philatelic Society. 
Kenneth Taylor Hall, McMaster University. Hamilton, Ontario. Information: Frank Hailer, 
430 Belvenia Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L 2G5. 

NOVEMBER 21: SNAPS Golden Horseshoe Regional Group meeting, Manulife Center, Toronto. 
Program: The Centennial Study Group, Centennials. Information: See Regional Groups 
list on The Business Side page. 

DECEMBER 3 • 5: STAMPMARKETPLACE '82, exhibition and bourse, Sheraton Center, Toronto. 
lnformati0n: Stamp Marketplace, fi65 Alness St., Downsview, Ont. M3J 2T8. 

DECEMBER 4: Exhibition and bourse sponsored by the S~oney Creek Stamp Club. Fiesta Mall, 
Hwy. 8, Stoney Creek, Ontario. Information: Glenn Pettit , 70 Randall Ave .• Stoney 
Creek, Ont. L8G 2K9. 

DECEMBER 11 -19 - BELGIA '82, International exhibition of postal history, ppstal stationery 

1983 

and aerophilately. Brussels, Belgium. Sponsored by the FIP. Information: Canadian 

Commissioner, David Dixon, P. 0 . Box 1082. Oakville, Ontario L6J 5E9 

FEBRUARY 11 • 13: SA RAPE X '83. BNAPSer's on vacat ion in warmer climes may wish to take 
in the exhibition and bourse sponsored by the Sarasota Philatelic Club. Sarasota Exhibition 
Hall, 801 N . Tamlami Trail (US 41 ), Sarasota, Flurida. Information: Sarasota Philatelic 
Club, PO Box 3553, Sarasota, Florida 33578. 

MAY 19 . 22 - OAKPEX '83, 10th annual exhibition of the Oakville StampCiub,and 55th Annual 
Convention of the R.P.S.C. Information: D. Dixon, P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ont. 

L6J 5E9. 
MAY 20 • 22 -PAN PACI FIC EXPO '83, spring meeting of the American Philatelic Society. 

A Western Canada section is planned. Information: Tom Current, P .0. Box 4056. 

Portland, OR 97208. 
JUNE 9 • 12 - PIPEX '83, 43rd Pacific International Philatelic Exhibition of the Northwest 

Federation of Stamp Clubs, Edmonton Convention Centre. Hosted by the Edmonton 
Stamp Club. Information: Keith R . Spencer, P .0. Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6. 

JULY 29 • AUGUST 7: BRASI L lANA '83. FIP sanctioned International exhibition and bourse. 
Rio de Janiero, Brazil. Canadian Commissioner: A. Cronin, PO Box 5722, Stn. A , 

Toronto. Ont. M5W 1P2. 
AUGUST 4 13 - · BANGKOK '83, FIP sanctioned international exhibition. Bangkok, Thailand. 

Canadian Commissioner: Michael Millar, 192 Shanty Bay Road, Barrie, Ont. L4M 1 EG. 
USA Commissioner: Frank Vignola, 105 22nd Ave., San Francisco, CA 94121. 
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BNAPEX' 83: SEPTEMBER 1 • 3, Westin Hotel, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Information . Beverlie 
Clark, 924 North Or., Winnipeg Manitoba R3T 0A8. 

1984 . 7 

SEPTEMBER 21 • 30: AUSIPEX '84, FIP sanctioned lnternation Exhibition, Melbourne, Australia. 
Canadian Commissioner: David Dixon, PO Box 1082, Oakville, Ont. L6J 5E9. 

SNAPE X '84 -San Francisco, California. Chairman: Garvin Lohman 
BNAPEX '85- Calgary, Alberta. Chairman. Sam Nickle 
BNAPEX '86 ·- Open 
BNAPEX '87 - Open 
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A Word From the Circulation Manager 

As all members are probably aware, I 
have only recently taken over the task of Cir
culation Manager. Having gotten into the job, 
I thought it timely to make some general com
ments. 

The smooth transition should be credited 
to the Manager for many years, Bob Boudignon. 
He was able to transfer files, data and material 
to me with a minimum of interuption, for 
which we all owe him a hearty "Well done, 
Bob". 

Credit should also be given to two of our 

SNAPS members, Harry Machum and John 

by E. R. (Ritch) Toop 

Frith, who were good enough to physically 
move all of the back - issues of TOPICS from 
storage in Copper Cliff to Ottawa, thus saving 

the Society considerable expense_ 
Below you will find a listing of back-issues 

available as at July 5, 1982 together with the 
costs for ordering. Members are encouraged to 
order early as quantities vary from several copies 
to several dozen of a given issue. 

Please let me know of any problems regard
ing non.Qel ivery of your TOPICS. A change of 
address or correction should of course continue 
to be sent to the Secretary. 

ol. 10 Vol. II VoL 12 Vol. f !t Vol. 1 Vol. J] Vo l. I Vol . l9 Vol.20 Vol . 2 Vol . 2 Vo1 .2 Vol .2 Vol .26 
1953 "54 19 SS 1957 1958 1960 1961 1962 1963 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
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lcbru_.ry ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ 
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Apr il ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ... ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ I " ./ ./ 

Juno ./ ./ ./ II I I I 
Ju l y I '1 "\ 11 It ( ( IJ J J ) 
AuguH '1 J IJ f J I ./ ./ ./ ./ 

September ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ 

October ./ ./ ./ ./ I ./ I[ ./ 

lio"""~' ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ ./ I J ./ 

Occ:emwr " ./ I ./ ./ I ./ I ./ 
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Juno I. I I t 
Ju ly J J IJ J 
August ./ ./ ./ ./ 

S.pt .. bcr ./ ./ ./ ./ 

OC-tober ./ ./ ./ 

Mov•ber ./ ./ ./ 

Oec..tlcr ./ ./ ./ 

PrlCeS of bact issues: 

Send~Orders to C1 rculation Manager : 
E.R. Toop 
P .0. Box 9026 
Ott.awa, Ontario, Canida 
(lG 3T8 

./ ./ It l 

./ ./ IJ J 

./ ./ 

./ ./ 

./ ./ l 
I( It J 
) IJ 1 t It '1 

./ J J J J 

./ 

./ ./ 

./ 1 
./ 

$2 .SQ per individual { requested) issue. 
$12 .00 per vol l.lftt of sh fssues, when availabl e. 
SlS.OO per volume of 11 f ssues . when ava 1lable. 

t 
J 

8u'9ain price of .SOt each for random cop 1es of Department choice. with 
a m1nfmUD order of $10.00 . If you wi sh to "e ~order another lot. another 
20 copi es wfll be N11ed v 1th a guarantet of no duplication. 
All orders to be pre .. pa1d and m.a fl ed post .. pa•d. 
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If You are BUYING or SELLING : 

QUALITY CANADA 
& NEWFOUNDLAND 

Then you MUST Contact m e. 

Our Quarterly Public Auctions have resulted in ·record prices 
for quality Canada & Newfoundland stamps. 

CONSIGNMENTS ARE NOW BE ING ACCEPTtD for future sales 

SELL IN U.S. FUNDS! 

Consignment fee is 10% of the hammer price . 
Lots realizing $500 or more will be charged 7% 

CALL OR WRITE TO DISCUSS YOUR HOLDINGS 

FOR AUCTION CONS IGNMENT OR IMMED IATE SALE 

For a one year subscription to catalogues & prices realized, 
please send $5.00 

NORMAN C. HINDS, JR. INC. 

P.O. Box 456, Dept. B Phone (6171 465·5653 Newburyport. MA 01950 

Member: ASDA, APS, EPS, BPS, BIA, PHS, PF, SPA, BNAPS, RPSC 
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INDICIA ON TOWN CANCELLATIONS 
IN THE SMALL QUEEN ERA 

by )01rx:s W. C.ztterirk 

Much has been written about the Small Queens, and much more will comt> ' " ooqht as e>th~" 
delve into this issue which was on sale at Post Offices for so long. My interest os on the ondocoa woth · 
in the town cancellations of the Small Queen era. 

What follows is a check list I have prepared as a summary of my findings w ('IS If! . It •s r.HP.sented 
here to assist other members working in the same area of BNA philately Any <tUthtoons to the lis t 
will be welcomed. My address is: James W. Catterick, 210 Steeles Ave. W. APt :1102. Bra•>op·oon. 
Ont. L6Y 2K3. 

Squared Circle cancellations are well documented in the Handbook . so they ,,, ., not onctuaed. 
For the present, I have also excluded cancellations using a.m . or p.m. only 1n the hammer. 

I am indebted to the writers of various anocles in BNA Topics for some of the in formation 
used in compiling th is check list . 

As a start, cancellations have been broken down into five types of mdocia, as follows: 
Section I ·Asterisks 
Section I I · Letters of the Alphabet (no numerals) 
Section Ill ·Small Post Offices with numerals only in the hammer. 
Section IV ·Larger Post Offices with a.m. or p.m. designatoon and nttmerals on the hammer 
Section V ·The largest Post Offices, such as Hamilton, Montreat and Toronto. 

Amherst N.S . 
Canning N.S. 
Chatham Ont. 
Eganville Ont. 
Leeds Ont. 
Levis Que. 

PART I 

I · ASTERISKS 

Marmora Ont. 
Plevna Ont. 
Riviere du Loup Station Que. 
Stouville Ont. 
Weiland Ont. 

48 I BNA TOP ICS I SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1982 



II - LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET 

Berlin Ont . A B c D C Reversed 
Guelph Ont. A B c D B & C Reversed 
Halifax N .S. ('72) A 
Hal if ax Canada A B c D 
Hull Que. A c D 
Ottawa Canada A B 
Ottawa Canada (b/s) c 
Owen Sound Ont. A B c 
Quebec Canada c 
Quebec C.E. A c D 
Rossland B.C. NT 
Sherbrooke Que. NT M N 
Stratford Ont. A B 
Vancouver B.C. NT 
Vancouver B.C. Canada NT 
Victoria Br. Col . Canada T ST 
V ictoria B.C. Canada NT 
Victoria B.C . NT 

Ill SMALL POST OFFICES WITH NUMERALS ONLY IN TH E HAMMER 

Aylmer Wen Ont. 1 
Brighton Ont. 1, 2 
Beaverton Ont. 2 
Belleville Ont. Canada 1, 2, 3, 4 
Castleton Ont. 1, 2, 4 , 5 , 8 , 9, 10, 12 
Charlottetown Canada 1, 2, 6 
Charlottetown P .E .I. Canada 2, 
Calgary Alta 2, 5, 
Colborne Ont. Canada 1, 
Collingwood Ont. 2, 
Consecon Ont . 4 , 
Deseronto Ont . 1' 2, 
Dunchurch 0 
Emmerson Man. 1' 
Esquimalt B.C. 1' 2, 
Fordwich Ont. 00 
Gravenhurst Ont. 1' 
Grimsby Ont. 2, 
Kleinburg Ont. 18 
Kin!)ston Ont. 1' 2, 3, 4, 
Kingston Canada 1' 2, 3, 4, 
Liverpool N .S. 1' 
Meaford Ont. 1, 

CONTINUED 
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Ill-CONTINUED 

Madoc Ont. 1, 2, 3, 8, 
Merrickville Ont. 8, 
Newoort Que. 4, 
Napanee Ont. 1, 2, 3, 5. 6, 
Northport Ont. 3, 4, 
North Bay Ont. 0 
New Edinburgh Ont. 2, 3, 
New Westminster B.C. 1, 2, 3, 
Nanaimo B.C. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 
Norland Ont. 18 
New Glasgow N .S. 1, 
Napanee Ont. Canada 1, 
Orillia Ont. 1, 
Paris Ont. 3, 4, 5, 
Portage La Prairie Man. 1, 2, 
Peterborough Ont. 2, 3, 4, 
Quebec Centre Que. 1, 
Quebec Canada 1. 2, 3, 4, 
Queensville Ont. 19 
Regina Assa 1, 2, 
Ripley Ont. 1, 
Rossland B.C. 1. 18 

St. George Brant Ont. 1, 3, 
St . Jean Bte du Roubille Que. 1, 2, 3, 
Sherbrooke Que. 1, 4, 6, 8 
Shelburne Ont. 1, 2. 3, 4, 5, 
St. Catharines Ont. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 8, 9, 10, 11. 12 

St. John N.B. Canada 2 
Tamworth Ont. 2 
Trenton Ont. 1, 2, 
Vancouver B.C. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 11. 
Victoria B.C. Canada 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 0 
Victoria Br. Col. Canada 2, 
Victoria B.C. 5, 

IV - POST OFFICES WITH A.M. OR P.M. DESIGNATIONS AND NUMBERS 

Frederiction 

Hochelaga, Que. 
Kingston Ont. 
Lawrenoetown N.S. 
Summerside P.E.I . 

6A, 9A, 10A, 11A, 12A; A-1, A-3, A -5, A ·6, A -8, A-9,A 10, 
A-11, A -12; 1 -P, 2-P. 3-P, 4 -P, 5 -P, 6-P, 7 -P, 8 -P, 12-P; P -1, 
P-2,P -3,P -4,P -5,P-6,P-7,P-8,P -9,P -11,P -12. 
8 am; 1 pm, 4 pm, 6 pm . 
2-A; A -1, A -2; 3-P, 4-P, 5-P; P-4. 
11 am 
6pm 
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Hal ifax N.S . Canada 

Hamilton, Canada 

London, Canada 

Montreal Canada 

St. John N.B . Canada 

Toronto Canada 

Ottawa Canada 

Winnopeg Canada 

V THf t. Af-1C, I::Fl POST OFFICES 

Va · Post Otfoces Usong the Barred Circle Hammer 

A · 1,A ·5,A -9,A -10, A -11,A -12,P -1, P 2, P 3 , P-4, P-5,P -6 . 
P -7, P -8. P -9, P -10, P -11, P -12; 2 -P. 4 -P. 6 -P, 11 -P, 12 -P 
A -10, A-11 ; 5 -A, 9 -A, 10 -A, 11 -A; N-12; P -2. P-3. P-4 , P- !i. 
P-6, P -7, P -9. P-12; 1-P, 2 -P, 4 -P, 5 -P, 6·P, 7 -P. 9 -P. 12-P. 
A -11 , A-12; N-12; 10 -A; P-2, P-3, P -4, P·5. P-6 , P-8, P-9, 
P -12; 1 ·P,2 -P,3 -P,4 -P, 5-P,6 -P, 8-P . 
A -7, A-8. A-9, A -10, A -11, A -12; N-12; 11 -A; P 1,P -2,P -3 
P-4,P -5, P-6,P -7, P -10, P -11 , P -12; 1-P, 5-P. 
A·12; 11-A; N-12; P-1, P -2, P-3 , P-4, P -5. P -6 . P -7,P -8, P-9 , 
P -10,P-11, P -12, 1 -P,4 -P,5 -P, 6 -P, 7 P, 8 -P, 6N; 
5 -A, 7 -A. 8 ·A. 10 -A, 11 -A, 12 -A. 12N, 1 -P, 2-P, 3-P, 4 -P, 
5 -P.6-P, 7 -P, 8 -P, 10-P, 12-P . 
A-1. A · 2, A·7. A-9 , A -10, A-11, A -12; N-12; P-1, P-2, P 3 , 
P-4, P -5 . P -6 , P -7. P -8, P-9. P -10, P -11, o> -1 2; 3-P , 4 -P, 8 -P. 
10 -P. 
A -8, A-9, A -10, A -11 , A -12; 9 -A . 10 -A, 11 -A, 12-A; P -1, P -2. 
P ·3, P -4. P -5 , P -6 , P-7 , P -8,P-9, P -11, 1 · P, 2-P,3-P , 4 -P,5-P, 
6 -P, 7 -P,9 -P, 11 -P. 8N 

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Membership Secretary: 

DAVID SESSIONS 

3 Longfield Close, Henbury, Bristol BSlO 7ND England 

For all a spects of B.N.A. PHilATElY: 'MAPlE LEAVES' 

£6.00 PER YEAR 

Published five times per year 

• WRITE fOR SPECIMEN COPY • 
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SNAPS: THE BUSINESS SIDE 
PRESIDENT 

PAST PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 

2nd V ICE PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

SNAPS ELECTED OF FICERS 
EXECUTIVE 

James C. Lehr, 2918 Cheshire Road, Wilmington, DE 19810 
Guy des Rivillres, 71 Rue St. Pierre, Quebec, P.O. G1 K 4A4 
Michael Dicketts, 61 Alwington Ave., Kingston, Ont. K7L 4R4 
Robert H. Pratt, 7912 N . Beach Dr., Milwaukee, WI 53217 
Edmund A. Harris, 620-75 Ave. N.W., Calgary, Alta. T2K OP9 
Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, PA 19355 

BOARDOFGOVERNORS 
Ten sittings: Five elected in the even numbered years for four year terms 

Serving unt il Dec. 31, 1982 

Lee Brandom 
Garvin Lohman Trelle Morrow 

Clarence Still ions 

Serving until Dec:. 31, 1984 
Leo LaFrance (Chairman of Board) 

C. Ronald McGuire Wilmer Rockett 
William Simpson Harry Sutherland 

COMM ITTEES & APPOINTED OFFICERS 
MEfo/IBERSHIP COMMITTEE. Chairman: Norman Brassier 
CONVENTION COMMITTEE : Chairman: C. Ronald McGuire 
HANDBOOK COMMITTEE: Chairman: Allan L . Steinhart 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES. S.W. U.S.: Ed Richardson;W. Canada: Trella Morrow 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: John C. Graper 
SAL ES CIRCUIT : Manager: R.H. Jamieson, P.O. Box 2, Sta. A., Islington, Ontario M9A 4X1 
BOOK DEPARTMENT: Manager: WilliamS. Pawluk, P.O. Box 143, St. V ital Post Office, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2M 4A5 
LIBRARY : Librarian: Harry Machum, P.O. Box 1062, Lively, Ontario POM 2EO 

STUDY GROUPS 
STUDY GROUP COORDINATOR: Larry R. Paige (Address-see Flag Cancel Study Group) 

CANADIAN REVENUES: Wilmer C. Rockett, 2030 Overlook Avenue, Willowgrove, PA 19090 
R.P.O.'s: David L. McKain, 5 Meadowcrest, Parkersburg, WV 26101 
CANADIAN MILITARY MAIL: John C. Campbell, 1450 Ross Road, Kelowna, B.C. V1Z 1 L6 
SQUARED CIRCLES: Dr. W.G. Moffat, RR 3, Ballston Lake, NY 12019 
FLAG CANCELS: Larry R. Paige, 1145 Shillelagh Road, Chesapeake, VA 23323 
SMALL QUEENS: Don Fraser, 1183 Warsaw Avenue, Winnipeg, Man. R3M 1C5 
PER FIN STAMPS OF B.N .A.: M ichael Dicketts, 61 Alwington Ave., Kingston, Ont.K7L 4R4 
CENTENNIAL DEFIN ITIVES : Douglas Irwin, 2250 Lawrence Ave. East , Apartment 406, 

Scarborough, Ont. M1P 2P9 
CANADIAN RE-ENT RIES : Ralph E. Trimble, P.O. Box 532, Stn. A, Scarborough, Ont. M1 K 5C3 
POSTAL STATIONERY: Robert Lemire, P.O . Box 549, Pinawa, Man. ROE 1 LO 

REGIONA L GROUPS 
REGIONA L GROUP COORDINATOR: Robert H. Pratt (Address- see Executive) 

PRAIRIE BEAVERS: E.A. Richardson; P.O. Box 939, League City TX 77573 
CAL GARY: Philip Wolf, 10515 Shillington Cr. S.W., Calgary. Alta. T2W ON8 
NORTHERN CALI FORNIA: W.L. Wright, 2724 Doris Court, Carmichael, CA 95608 
MID -ATLANTIC: Richard A. Colberg, 1050 Helen Ave., Lancaster, PA 17601 
EDMONTON : Stewart Kenyon, P.O. Box 5152,Sta. E, Edmonton, Alta. TSP 4C1 
GOLDEN HORSESHOE: Andrew Chung, P .0 . Box 5071 , Stn. E. Hamil ton, Ont. 
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From the Secretary 
EDWARD J. WHITING 

25 Kings Circle 
Malvern, Pa. 19355 U.S.A. 

REPORT DATE: 1 A ugust 1982 

APPLICA T IONS FOR MEMBE RSHIP 

Objections M UST be filed with the Secretary IMMEDIATELY upon publ ication 

4146 POWELL, George R ., 63 Belgrave Ave., Toronto, Ont. M5M 3S9 
C Canada general, Inscription blocks, Admirals. Proposed by R . H. Jamieson 2118. 

4177 BOWEN, Dr. Edward H., 14 Temi Rd .. Holl iston, MA 01746 
C All B.N .A., R .P .0 . & Fancy Cancels on or off cover. Proposed by E .J . Whi ting L-61 

4178 HARRIS, JohnS., R .R. #1 Kennetcook, Hants County, N .S. BON 1PO 
C Canada large & small queens & 1967 Centennial definitives. Proposed by D.C. Irwin 
3761, Seconded by W.J. McCann 2977. 

4179 BAKER, James D., P .O . Box 11895, Edmonton, Alta . T5R 4Y1 
C Canada general, first day covers, blocks. Proposed by E.J . Whiting L-61 . 

4180 STIRLING, Glen E., 31 Donna Ct., Wil lovvdale, Ont. M2M 2C9 
C Canada general, fakes & forgeries, covers. Proposed by E.J . Whiting L -61 

4181 RUFFELL, James R., P .0. Box 492, Manotick, Ont. KOA 2NO 
C Nova Scotia and Newfoundland,Siogans,St. John'sPost Office. Proposed by E. Wener 

3581,Seconded by G.J. Lyon 2918 . 
4182 ELLINGB0, Ola, Styrmannsveien 7, 9014 Hapet, Norway 

C Canada used, mint, provinces used. Proposed by E.J . Whiting L-61 
4183 RICHARDS, John, 682 McGregor St ., Winnipeg, Man. R2V 3 E5 

C A l l phases of Canadian Philately . Proposed by R .J. Lemire 2975, Seconded by 
D. Fraser L-2145. 

4184 PAUL, Derek A .L., 392!-S Markham St., Toronto, Ont. M6G 2K9 
C Dated cancels on 5t 1932-42, proofs & essays of Newfoundland, Newfoundland 
varieties (perfs). Proposed by J.M. Shelton 3045, Seconded by W.J . McCann 2977. 

4185 YOULL, Rev. Cyril T ., 1867 Bayview Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4G 3E4 
C Canada, Newfoundland, Small Queens, Admirals. Proposed By E.J.Whiting L-61 

4186 COX, Roy W., Box 3610, Baltimore, MD 21214 
D Canada covers, stationery, postal history. Proposed by L.R . Paige 2384, 

Seconded by C.A. Gates 3876. 
4187 FAWN, Fred G., 32 Ingram Dr., Toronto, Ont. M6M 2L6 

C Canada proofs & essays, imperforates, Map stamp. Proposed by S. Lum 1256. 
4188 MILLER, Randy R., 193 Regnault St ., Apt. #4, Sept l ies, Que. G4R 4T7 

C Admira l Precancels, Covers, Variet ies. Proposed by E.J . Whiting L-61 . 
4189 STOKES, A . Hedley, 396 Main St., Toronto, Ont. M4C 4X8 

C RPO Cancels, Toronto cancels; Canada general . Proposed by A.L.Steinhart 2010, 
Seconded by S.Pefhany 3695. 

4190 KNOL, Reinout, Graftdykerstraat 10, Nieuwendam, Holland 1023EK 
C Canada cancellations. Proposed by G.J. Noble 3227 ,Seconded by G.H. Mcintyre 2979. 

4191 MENUZ, Wayne, 2854 Cherry Ave., San Jose, CA 95125 
C Canada, Newfoundland, Railway Postcards. Proposed by R.J. Lemire 2975, 
Seconded by G.F. Lohman 3495. 
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4120 
4123 
4140 
4142 
4148 
4149 
4150 
4151 

SORENSON, Stanley P. 
MOYSEY, Mrs. Mary Jean 
PFEFFER, Ronald E. 
ALBERT, Denis J. 
FRASER, Robert A. 
HASLER, A. H. 
BERKOVITS, Joseph 
FlYNN, W. Thomas 

NEW MEMBERS 

4152 
4153 
4154 
4156 
4157 
4137 
4147 

WOLD, Chester G. Jr. 
HILL, Geoff. 
VON HAVEN, Elmore D. 
BAKKER, Mark 0. 
COX, William H . 
KAY, Dr. leslie I. 
WYNNS, John P. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

Applications previously published and awaiting concurrence of the Membership Committee 

4155 GARVEY, Les 4167 PAINTER , Michael 
4158 MURPHY, William 4168 JANTHUR, Heinz J . 
4159 ROBB , JohnW. 4169 SOULE, Chester C. 
4160 TANFIELD, Ronald B. 4170 AASLAND, Jostein Magnus 
4161 SHAPIRO, Elwin S. 4171 HENNINGS, A. Dennis 
4162 WALD, Kimber A. 4172 MONCUR, John A . 
4163 VAISON, Robert A . 4173 BEAUPRE , Harold H . 
4164 RICH, Raymond G. 4174 WRIGHT, William Charles 
4165 MEIBOOM,John 4175 HIPWELL, John F. 
4166 DUKE, Paul W. 4176 HERBIN,J . Robert 

APPLICATIONS NOT ACCEPTED 

4114 ROCHELEAU, Michel J.G.P., 7630 Cure Clermont Ave., Ville d'Anjou, Que. H1K 1X1 
4141 COORSH, Robert D., 148 Robert Hicks Dr., Willowdale, Ont. M2R 3R5 

DROPPED FROM THE ROLLS 

3930 RISLER, Ronald 1.,11727 ledura Ct., Apt. 102, Reston, VA 22091 
Unable to reach by mail - Return mail: Not deliverable as addressed, unable to forward. 

RETURNED MAIL 

Information to correct address is needed- This is the address of present record. 
In parentheses after address is the Post Office remark/reason for return. 

Due to high postage costs the address plates have been pulled for these. No further mailing will 
be made until the problem is resolved. 

1367 CRUMMEY, Dr. Clarence 8., 94 Guestville Ave., Toronto, Ont. M6N 4N6 (Moved) 
3520 ACKERMAN, Arnold W., 3546 South Ocean Blvd., Palm Beach, FL33480 

(Unable to forward as addressed) 

DECEASED 

. 359 WOOLLEY, Robert J., Toronto, Ont. 
1196 KNOX, Stewart 1., Thunder Bay, Ont. 
838 SMITH, A. Daniel, Mason, NH 

2570 OLIVER E. George T ., St. John's, Nfld. 

CHANGES I CORRECTIONS OF ADDRESS 

Notice of change MUST BE SENT TO THE SECRETARY. Any other office causes delay. 

3782 ROME, Jeffrey 0., P .0. Box S, Malden, MA 02148 
3652 STAGER, Phillip J., 5913 Brookside, Cleveland, OH 44144 
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2231 JOHNSTONE, Ralph, 14324-97A Ave., Edmonton, Alta. T5N OE9 
3229 OLSON, George T. Jr., P.O. Box 14746, Minneapolis. MN 55414 
2143 BOSCH, Dr. Warren L., Chemistry Dept., Elgin Community College, Elgin, IL 60120 
2333 HELLNER, Haakon, Thor Heyerdahls gt. 52, 3250 Larvik, Norway 
3187 BOWLES, Maj . A.Bruce C., 1078 St. Emmanuel Terr., Orleans, Ont. K1C 2J7 
4102 KREPP. Dr. Juho, 131 Oak Ave. N ., Thief River Falls, MN 56701 
2866 STUBENS, Frederick R., 1586 Jalna Ave., Mississauga, Ont. L5J 1S7 
3394 SCHMIDT, John G ., 73 Pinewood Circle, Danbury, CT 06810 
1668 KENWOOD, Clifford W., 89 S. Atlantic Ave., Apt, 306, Ormond Beach FL 32074 
4090 HERDER, Edward J., 30 Addison Cove, Jackson, TN 38301 
3487 SAINT J. Ronald, 4 Chatsworth Cr., Ottawa, Ont. K1V 9Z1 
4148 FRASER, Robert A., P.O. Box 412, Watardown, Ont. LOR 2HO 
3531 COLBERG, Richard, 1050 Helen Ave., Lancaster, PA 17601 
2403 ATWELL, Steve, 490-810 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C V5Z 1J8 
634 CHARKOW, Abe, #18-1035 Richards St., Vancouver B.C. V6B 3E4 

2772 SINGER, Peter, P .0. Box 46138, Stn. G, Vancouver, B.C. V6R 4G5 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE SNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Ed Richardson 
Ed Riclwcbon 

Lee W. Brandom 

Brandom/Vilter 

Hansen/Moffat 

BNAPSPerfm 
Study Group 
Day&Smythies 

Canada-B.N.A. Philately (An Outline) • • • • • • • • • . . $10.00 
The Canadian Flag Cancenation Handbook (1896-1973) • $5.00 

Catalogue of Tobacco Tax Paid Stamps of Canada 
and Newfoundland • • • • , • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $6.00 
First Supplement to the Catalogue of Tobacco Tax 
Paid Stamps of Canada and Newfoundland (Lee W. Bnndom) 

and 
A Study of the Liquor Bottle Seals of Canada (E.F.Vilter)$10.00 

The Squared Circle Postmarks 
of Canada • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $40.00 

Canadian Stamps With Pedonted Initials 
Handbook (Reprint) • • • - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $4.50 
Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century 
(Reprint), •••• . •• •• ...•..•• , •• ••.•. . • $10.00 

Please note that all orders must be prepaid. Prices shown are postpaid (book rate). 
First clalf or regiltered post will be provided upon request 

An extra 35 cents will inrure your order. 
Dealer discounts are available when ordering 10 or more copies of a single title 

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 143 

St. Vital Poo Office 
Wmnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2M 4A5 

SUPPORT TOPICS' 
ADVERTISERS 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: 25 words for $3.00; 1~ per extra word. Discount of 25% for 4 or more consecutive 

inserts of the same ad. Full payment must accompany ad copy. Copy and cheque or 
money order, payable to SNAPS, should be sent to the Advertising Manager: Dave Dixon, 
P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ont. Canada L6J 5E9. 

Receipt of advertising copy does not constitute acceptance. 

FOR SALE 

EARLY CANADIAN POSTCARDS on approval. 
Enhance your Postal History collection 
with hometown views, subjects. Also 
Centennial postal stationery list. Joy 
Stamps, P.O. Box 2394, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2H 6M3 

COLLECTORS CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS 
NHFV 277 to 504. Send SASE for list of 
lots at 50% Lyman's. G. A. Mcinnes, 514 
Piccadilly Ave., Ottawa. Ontario KlY OH8 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH-Regular price· 
lists containing KGVI-QEII MNH complete 
sets. Occasional miscellaneous lists also. 
Immediate free sample. Lark Family, Bo>< 
266 Prince George, B.C. V2L 4S1 

ll T ERA T UR E 

OUT OF PRINT OR CURRENT TITLES- We 
welcome your inquiries. Philately in Print, 
Box 72, Station 'A', Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M5W 1 X4 

B U Y, S E L L, E X C H A N G E 

WHILE IN BRUCE COUNTY, drop into the 
"Queen's Bush", where your search usually 
adds to your collection . Holyrood, Ontario. 
Tel: (519) 395-3545 

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY--wanted 
to buy or trade, including special order 
envelopes, railway express cards and pre
cancelled cards. Dick Staecker, 384 
Regal Drive, London, Ontario N5Y 1J7 

NEWFOUNDLAND TOBACCO TAX PAlOS, 
revenues, pence forgeries, postal stationery, 
provisional covers wanted. Will buy or 
trade. Steven Bassett, Box 5355, Madison, 
WI 53705 

WANTED 

TO BORROW- Postal Guide Supplements 1944 
to 1953. Postage paid both ways, prompt 
return. Mike Street, P.O. Box 7230, 
Ancaster, Ontario. L9G 3N6. 

WANTED: CANADA No. 15 (Beaver) --1865, 
1866 and 1867 dated copies. Edward Me· 
Grath, 223 Ontario St., Apt. 16, St. Catha· 
rines, Ontario, L2R 5L2. 

CANADIAN PIONEER-and semi-official air· 
mail covers and aerogrammes. Especially 
require covers flown in British Columbia, 
1919-1921, used Canadian aerogrammes 
and Forces Air Letter Forms to the United 
Kingdom 1942 to 1980, and Canadian and 
foreign aircraft crash (interrupted) covers 
and governmental container envelopes 
returning interrupted mail to senders. Con
tact Major R. K. Malott (Retired), 16 
Harwick Crescent, Nepean, Ontario, 
Canada K2H 6R1 

SUNNY ALBERTA..Still looking for anything 
in Alberta Cancels and Postal History
Territorial forward. Keith R. Spencer, 
3659-109 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, 
T6J 1C2 

STAMPLESS COVERS from Quebec Province 
prior to 1863, particularly from small 
offices- no Quebec or Montreal after 
1820. Guy des Rivieres, 71 St-Pierre, 
Quebec, P .a. G 1 K 4A4 

NEW BRITISH MEMBER interested Atlantic 
Mails and Canada-related marine postcards 
(Allan, C.P ., etc.) seeks North American 
contact for exchange information,& mate
rial. Kim Dodwell, Middlehouse, <:;ruck
meole, Hanwood, Shropshire, England, 
SY5 8JN . 

BETTER CANADIAN REVENUES, precancels, 
and Tobacco Tax Paids. Will buy or 
trade. D. Marasco, 34047 McCrimmon, 
Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 2V6. 
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FRED JARRETT 
Canada's Pioneer Author, 

Dealer and Collector 

was well-known by those with an interest in B.N.A. Philately. 

He was really a collector and accumulator at heart, and 

although his Canada Collection was sold in 1960, there were 

many collections he kept. 

Late in November, we shall auction his REVENUES, GREAT 

BRITAIN, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, U.SA. with many 

PROOFS, ILLUSTRATED COVERS, Bank Note Company 

VIGNETTES, and much more. This sale will also contain 

exceptional collections of SMALL QUEENS, POSTAL 

HISTORY, PROVINCES, SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRS, outstanding 

BR. COMMONWEALTH, FOREIGN, and much more. 

Catalogues available by subscription only. Prices for four 
major auctions and prices realized are only $10 in Canada, $15 
in the United States and $20 overseas. 

r. rna reach & son =~:.~PS 
•aNCa181i14 

330 BAY ST.. STE.?03 • TORONTO, CANA0A MI!!IH 12SS • C418) 383·7777 



MONTHLY 
AUCTIONS 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS 

SISSONS AND LCD WILL BOTH BE 
HOLDING AUCTIONS IN LATE 

FA LL AND EA RLY WINTER 

Consignments accepted at any time for future auctions 

COMPLIMENTARY CATALOGUE UPON REQUEST 

CATALOGUES AND PRICES REALIZED FOR ALL SISSONS AND 
LCD AUCTIONS AT $25 PER YEAR 

(Ontario Residents please add 7% Sales Tax) 

COMMISSION CHARGE TO CONSIGNORS - 10% 

We are always happy to travel to pick up larger consignments 

J. N. SISSONS INC. 
SUITE 103, MEZZANINE (SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL) 

100 RICHMOND STREET WEST 

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA MSH 3K6 

(416) 364-6003 

MEMBER: C.S.D.A., A.S.D.A. 


