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AUCTION THE....

HIGH SEAS

When the QUEEN MARY leaves Southampton on
May 12th, many of her passengers will be en route for
SIPEX, the International Philatelic Exhibition at Wash-
ington, U.S. On Monday, May 16th, an auction of
philatelic rarities will be held on board.

This auction, organised by Robson Lowe, contains
some classic Americans including the rare Postmaster’s
provisional used on a letter from Baltimore in 1846,
a block of four of the 1845 5 cents cancelled in blue,
a mint corner block of nine 1851 1 cent, a mint block
of twenty-one 1857 90 cents, the 1869 15 cents and 24
cents with inverted centres, the 1893 Columbus 4 cents
blue error of colour and the 1901 Pan-American 1 cent,
2 cents and 4 cents with the centres inverted. In addition
there are many rarities from other countries. Covers
from Lombardy-Venetia include the rose Mercury, 1857
Milan postal forgery of the 30 c., first and second issue
used together, second 5c¢, with cross attached; there are
also New Brunswick 6d bisected and four Italy 1879 30c.
Letters that crossed the Atlantic before include those
from New York and Boston a century ago and the
pioneer flight in 1934 when General Balbo led a
squadron of Italian aviators.

Among other attractive mint blocks are the famous Penny Black, Scheswig-
Holstein 1850 1s and 2s., Belgium 1849-50 medallions all values, Cyprus 1880
rare plate numbers, Turks Islands provisionals, Sarawak 1888 unissued high
values, Switzerland 1900 25c. re-engraved Johore 1904 $50 and $100, Zanzibar
1908 30r. The used include a pane of eighteen Brazil 1843 60 reis.

Also the Scinde Dawk %2 anna red unused, Zanzibar 1908 and 1913 high
values, Tripolitana 1926 Postage Due 50c. “per vaglia” and the Ferrary mint
copy of the Tuscany 3 lire.

The sale will be broadcast in New York, London and in Europe so that, in
addition to those on board and the Postal bidders, those who wish to participate
may do so over the air.

SPECIAL SOUVENIR CATALOGUE (profusely illustrated in colour)
$2 including second class airmail postage.

RoBsoN LOWE LTD.

50 PALL MALL,LONDON,S.W.1.
EN GLA ND Cables: “Stamps, London, S.W.1"

When replying ro this advertisement please mention that you saw it
NA Topics
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Monthly ﬂeport hom the Secreta’zy

JACK LEVINE, 7061 Old King's Road South, Jacksonville, Florida

March 1, 1966
NEW MEMBERS

2184 Beaubien, Edouard, Box 441, R.R. 1, Orleans, Ontario

2185 Bozik, John Jr., 206 Quarry Street, Fullerton, Pennsylvania 18052
2186 Milen, Alexander, 1205 McIntosh Street, Regina, Saskatchewan
2187 Renaud, Victor, Knowlton, Quebec

2188 Tindale, William A., 116 South Oval, Hamilton, Ontario

APPLICATIONS PENDING

Hewitt, Alan H., 68 Southview Drive, Concord, Ontario
Hodsoll, E C 66 The Kingsway, Toronto 18, Ontario
Hormns 515 Denbury Avenue, Ottawa 13, Ontario
Michae 19 Virden Crescent, Transcona 25, Manitoba
l..evy. Edwnrd 411 Tarrytown A\fenue, Staten lsiand New York 10306
McGregor, Alan Francis Lorimer, 339 N. Deeside Road, Cults, Aberdeen, Scotland
Tacon, Dr, Paul H. D., R,R, #1, Fredericton, New Brunswick
Waterman, Russell, 7451 Mount Avenue, Montreal 16, Quebec
Woodman, Ralph, 11119-65 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta
Ewing, Scot F. 409 South Ninth Street, DeKalb, Illinois 60115

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
(Objections must be filed with the Sec. within 15 days after month of publication)

BAILLIE, C. P. F., Box 428, Adelaide St. P.O., Toronto 1, Ont. (C-CX) CAN—I19%h century mint &
used postage. Large Queens on cover. Coils. O.H.M.5.-G Mint booklet panes. Mint Airmails, 2 & 4
ring numeral, squared-circles and duplex cancellations, SPECIALTY—Large Queens, esp, 15c.
Proposed by A. H. Insley, No. 1301. Seconded by R. J. Woolley, No. 359,

BROWN, Ken A., 86 Elvaston Dr., Toronto 16, Ont. (C) CAN, NFD, PROV—Plate Blocks. Coils.
0.H.M.5.-G. Complete booklets. Precancels, Mint & semi-official Airmails, Postal Stationery entires.
?;ECIJALJY_I%SM Blocks and booklets. Proposed by J, N, Sissons, No, L 17, Seconded by R, A,

aplin, No

BUSHELL, George W., 404 N. Turner St.,, Olympia, Wash, 98501 (C-X) CAN—AIl phases. Proposed
by E. A. Richardson, No. 168,

FEINER, Melvin, 1137 So. 2nd St., Alhambra, Calif. 91801 (C-CX) CAN, NFD, PROV—AIl phases.
Proposed by C. A. Westhaver, No. 1442.

HANSEN, Glenn F., 375 Jefferson Ave., Winnipeg 17, Man. (C-X) CAN—19th & 20th century mint &
used postage and blocks. Pre-stamp, stampless and 1st Day covers, Plate Blocks, O.H.M.5.-G.
Mint & used booklet tanes‘ Provincial Revenues, Literature. 2 & d4-ring numeral and squared-circle
cancellations. SPECIALTY—Plate Blocks. Large Queens. Queen Elizabeth “G". Proposed by R, J
Woolley, No. 359. Seconded by J. Levine, No. L 1.

HOTT, Gordon E., 1051 Warrington Rd., Dearfield, Il. 60015 (C-C) CAN, NFD—19th & 20th century
mint & used postage and blocks. 1st Flight covers. Plate Blocks, Coils. O.H.M.5.-G. Mint panes
and complete booklets. Mint, used & semi-official Airmails. Postal stationery entires, Flag, slogan
and own cancellations. Paper & die varieties, ‘jump’ coils. SPECIALTY—1898 Maps. Proposed
by J. N. Sissons, No. L 17,

LANGER, Otto J., 654-26th Avenue, San Francisco, Calif, 94121 (C-C) CAN—I19th & 20th century mint
& used pm-ld“e and blocks. Pre- -stamp, stampless, 1st Day and 1st Flight covers, Plate Blocks.
Coils. O.H.M.5.-G. Mint, used panes and complete booklets. Precancels. Federal. Provincial & Tax-
gaig l}:vml%esi\lMl???;ud & semi-official Airmails. Postal stationery. Proofs & Essays., Proposed by

. P. Arnold, No. A

deLAROQUE, E. W., 11340-79 Avenue, Edmonton, Alta. (C) CAN. NFD—19th & 20th century mint &
used postage. lst Da; Covers, Plate Blocks. Coils, O.H.M.5.-G. Mint panes & complete booklets.
Precancels, Federal, Provincial & Tax-Paid Revenues. Mint & used Airmails. Proposed by §. S.
Kenyon, No, 1676, Seconded by L. F, Wilson, No, 1338.

MACMORINE, David R. L., 354 Northcliffe Blvd., Apt. 3, Toronto 10, Ont, (C) CAN, NFD—Mint &
used postage. Precancels. Squared-circle and town cancellations on Small Queens. SPECIALTY—
Small Queens, Proposed by A, H. Insley, No. 1301,

MARTIN, Howard L., 4 Timothy Ave., San Anselmo, Calif. 94960 (DC-X) CAN, NFD, PROV—19th &
20th century mint & used postage. Federal, Provincial & Tax-Paid Revenues, Mint & used Airmails.
Proposed by W. C. Rockett, No, 249,

STORCH, Clarence L., Tamaqua Natl. Bank Bldg., Tamaqua, Pa. 18252 (D-CX) Proposed by R, V. C.
Carr, No. 1427,
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS
{Notice of change must be sent to the Secretary)

2047 Beaver, James E., 13730-42nd Place N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98125
1409 Bernard, Eugene, 1100 Harwood St., Apt. 403, Vancouver 5, B.C.
1904 Cubell, Elliott 8., 12 Colbourne Road, Brighton, Mass, 35

1076 Dale, Mrs. L. Boyd, P.O. Box “U"” Red Bank, N.J. 07701

1899 Doull, R. M., 22 Madsen Ave., Beaconsfield, Que.

2154 Endres, Ray, 7352 North Seeley, Chicago, 11l. 60645

1584 Freeman, W. A., 39 Binkley Crescent, Hamilton, Ont.

1995 Gareau, John M., 1420 Carlyle Road, Calgary, Alta,

2086 Harwood, Robert L., 1472 Crescent 5t., Montreal, Que,

L164 Hedley, Richard P., 200 Farmington Drive, Camillus, N.Y, 13031
1402 Hollands, Hedley J., 135 Fenelon Drive, Apt. 1608, Don Mills, Ont.
%22 Kenney, James H, F., 243 Clemow Ave., Ottawa, Ont.

1590 Mifsud, Austin V., 216 Rushmore Lane, Apt. 3, Los Gatos, Calif.
1021 Newcomb, Simon J., Takla Lake Post, Takla Landing, B.C. (via Fort 5t. James)
1481  Nicholson. Eric Anthony, Box 567, Squamish, B.C.

1440 Smythies, E. A., Castle Morris, Tralee, Ireland

2162 Toms, Margaret, 321 Crawford St., Orillia, Ont.

RESIGNATIONS RECEIVED

1383  Frasch, Zoltan, 9 Normandy Blvd., Toronto, Ont.
1545 Nielsen, Henry, Box 11, Station F, Toronto 5, Ont.
2134 Stone Robert L., 9351-83 Street, Edmonton, Alta,
1857 Tuck, Joseph B., Morrisville, Mo.

RESIGNATIONS ACCEPTED

Baker, B. M.

Echlin, Robert E.
Furneaux, F/L. Robert
Jackson, W. L.
Knechtel, C. E.
McVey, George S,
Menzies, Robert W.
Och, Frederick A.
Osborne, Roland H., M.D.
Riley, Sgt. John R.
Slimmon, Donald Hood
Smith, Morry

DECEASED

66 Laing, E. Bruce, P.O. Box 6, Dowagiac, Mich, 49047
1764 Wood, Albert T., 3620 Ventura Circle, Brookfield, Wisc.

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, February 1, 1966 987
NEW MEMBERS, March 1, 1966
992
RESIGNATIONS, March 1, 1966 .. 12
DECEASED, March 1, 1966 ... 2 14
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, March 1, 1966 ... 978

OFFICIAL NOTICE

NOMINATIONS

Section 3. ELECTIONS: A President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary shall be so elected
by ballot biennially in the even-numbered years, Three (3) members to the Board of Governors shall be
so elected each year for a term of three (3) years. All elected officers shall assume and
perform the duties of their office on the first day of January in the year immediately following
their election. AIl retiring officers shall continue in office until their successor shall have qualified
and assumed the duties of the office.

Nominations for the offices to be elected may be filed with the Secretary by any Regional Group
of the Society or by any five (5) members in good standing in time, at least, for publication in the
issue of BNA TOPICS scheduled for release ninety (90) days before the opening of the Convention
and Annual Meeting of such election year. At least one hundred fifty (150) days before the opening
date of such election year Convention and Annual Meeting, the President shall appoint five (5) members
of the Society to serve and function as a Nominating Committee whose prime purpose shall be to
prepare and present a slate of candidates for the elective offices to be voted, which slate shall
be published in the issue of BNA TOPICS scheduled for release one hundred and twenty (120) days
before the opening date of the Convention and Annual Meeting of such election year. No member
shall be nominated unless he shall have first assented to his nomination to his proponent, and his
proponent, in nominating him, shall state such assent has already been received. Each nomination
made shall be published by BNA TOPICS at least ninety (90) days prior to the election date.
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Keport from the Library

STEWART S. KENYON, 15205-74 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta

The entire Library of the B.N.A.P.S. has
now been transferred from the capable care
of Dr. E. C. Black in Vancouver to Edmon-
ton and at this time is once again in
operation. There are still many details of
storing and indexing to be ironed out but
requests for material should encounter little
delay.

As new Libraran, I would like to ex-
press my appreciation to Dr. Black for the
excellent job he has done without which
the changeover would have been much more
complicated. The task of unpacking this
material was made relatively simple by the
systematic packing done in Vancouver by
Dr. Black. It is my earnest hope that I
can carry on in the efficent manner insti-
gated by my predecessor.

In an endeavour to bring to the attention
of the Members of the B.N.A.P.S. the
wealth of Philatelic Literature that we have
in the Library, we will try to reproduce in
“Topics” a copy of our Library Index Card
featuring our “Book of the Month”. This
will provide Members with information as
to the contents of the book and thus create
more interest. Only through the use of the
Library by the members, is the time and
effort spent in maintaining it, justified.

Donations to the Library
Mr. Kasimir Bileski, Station B, Winnipeg,
Man.
Canada Federal Revenue Catalogue &
Album Sheets.
Saskatchewan Law Stamps Catalogue &
Album Sheets.
Saskatchewan Electrical Stamps Catalogue
& Album Sheets.
Manitoba Law Stamps Catalogue & Al-
bum Sheets
Bileski Canada Basic
Edition) Two Copies
Bileski Plate Block Catalogue—6th Edi-
tion, Two Copies.
Mr. Ivan J. R. Deacon
34 Canadian Airmail Route Maps
Mr, W. H. Kiefaber, Jr.
B.N.A. Topics (Volumes 1 to 20)
Maple Leaves (Volumes 1 to 6)
Maple Leaves (Partial file for Volumes
71t09)
Popular Stamps (12 issues)
The Canadian Map Stamp of 1898 by
Tomlinson
Mr. H. G. Walburn
Official Catalogue of Canadian Precancels
(7th Edition) by H. G. Walburn
R. 8. Thwaites
Cash donation of $1.00

Catalogue (3rd

NEWS

H. R. HARMER'S PRESIDENT DIES

Henry Revell Harmer, founder and Presi-
dent of H. R. Harmer Ltd. died on March
13 at the advanced age of 96.

He collected stamps as a youth and after
leaving school whilst training as an analy-
tical chemist commenced dealing in stamps.
He probably travelled more miles prior to
the first War than any other professional
philatelist.

His memories went back to the early
days of philately when stamps now worth
pounds were available in bundles of a
hundred.

In 1918 he founded the auctioneering
firm of H. R. Harmer in London, opening
in New York in 1940 and Sydney in 1948,
He was elected to the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists in 1948,
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Rarities from the many great collections
he sold over the years are in the British
Royal cellection. King Fuad of Egypt, King
Carol of Roumania, two presidents of Re-
publics and Oriental rulers were amongsi
the firm’s clients during his regime.

Many great collections and almost all of
the world’s classic rarities including six
“Post Office” Mauritius passed through his
hands. He retired from active work in
1958.

H. R. Harmer Ltd.

AUCTION REPORT
Robert A. Siegel's Third Annual Rarities
of the World Sale was a gala affair. The
218 lots realized over $285,000; essentially
full catalog. The B.N.A. items included a
Canada 7% p wide margins (next stamp



showing at bottom) on Quebec 1859 cover,
Liverpool Packet at $2600; a mint Seaway
Invert centered slightly to right at $1350;
a Newfoundland C1 3¢ Hawker unused at
$3900; a C5 Columbia on Oc 9 30 Harbour
Grace cover at $1300 and a set of ten
different Nova Scotia sheets (No. 8-13) at
$600.

Most of the interest was in U.S. such as
a complete plating of the Brattleboro, Ver-
mont 5¢ at $32,000; a Milbury, Mass. Sc at
$11,000; a 2c¢ Pan American Invert ex-
tremely fine at $8500; a 24c airmail invert
extremely fine, a new record of $18,000; a
lovely group of Fredericksbourg, Va. pro-
visionals and other goodies too numerous
to mention.

The first part of H. R. Harmers “Hoff-
man Airposts” sale will occur next week
with ten Canada lots and 27 Newfoundland
complete both unused and on cover, plus die
proofs and imperforates.

I. Gordon No. 1030.

$100,000 Philatelic Gem.
Unrique Canadian Postmaster’s Provisional
on show at SIPEX
America’s Rarest for Washington
As a highlight for Stanley Gibbon's Cata-
logue Centenary Exhibition last year at the
Festival Hall, London, the Managing Direc-
tor of Gibbons, Mr. A. L. Michael, was able
to persuade the American owner of the
world's rarest and most valuable stamp —
the British Guiana 1856 one cent black on
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magenta — to show it for the first time in
Britain since 1923,

Now he has managed to persuade the
British owner of the rarest philatelic item
originating in the Continent of North
America to allow this to be shown For
The First Time In America at Washington
for the International Stamp Exhibition
(SIPEX) to be held at the Shoreham Hotel
from 21st to 30th May, 1966.

The item in question is the only known
example of a Canadian Postmaster’s Pro-
visional.

On March 14th, 1851 an official notifi-
cation was circulated to all Provincial Post-
masters informing them that control would
pass to them, under the new Postmaster
General James Morris on April 6th, 1851.
The first Canadian stamp was not issued
until 23rd of April, and during the interim
period no doubt most Postmasters carried
on as before. Not so, however, Mr. W,
Kelly the Postmaster of New Carlisle,
Gaspe. He followed the example previously
set by certain Postmasters in the United
States and on his own initiative prepared
a small stock of pre-stamped envelopes
ready for use on taking over responsibility.

So far as is known, only one has sur-
vived, Now, insured at Lloyds for £35,000
($100,000) this fabulous philatelic gem will
be on display on Stanley Gibbon's stand at
SIPEX.

It may well prove to be the biggest at-
traction in the whole Show,
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SPECIAL FIRST DAY COVER
May 26, 1966

TIPEX, HAMILTON, CANADA
To coincide with the opening of the
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada’s three-
day national stamp exhibition at the Holi-
day Inn, Hamilton, Ontario, May 26-27-28,
1966, the Canadian Post Office will issue
on May 26 the five-cent London Conference
stamp. The Hamilton Philatelic Society will
service specially cacheted envelopes featur-
ing the London Conference Stamp and

Tipex. A special Tipex cancellation provided
by the Canadian Post Office will be used.
Collectors may purchase unserviced covers
at 2 for 15¢, or 4 for 25¢, or serviced covers
at 20c for a single stamp and 35c for a
block. Cheques must include exchange.

The London Conference was the last of
three major conferences that led to Canada’s
Confederation in 1867. Prepaid orders for
the covers should be sent to Mr. F. A. Bald-
win, Tipex F.D.C,, 39 Fairholdt Road South,
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.

THE Editsr's MAILBAG

Dear Mr. Young:

For some years I have been accumulating
material on the Canada One Cent 1859 and
at the present time am doing a study on
the imprint positions.

It is quite important that I have the op-
portunity to examine a strip of 4 or more
showing at least a portion of the Imprint on
the left.

If any members have such an item, 1
would appreciate hearing from them. 1
would prefer to examine the stamps myself
but if necessary the owner could provide
me with the information I need. All postage
and registration charges will be paid by
me on any items sent.

Yours very truly,
Stewart Kenyon
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RKounding Up Squared Circles

Editor: DR. W. G. MOFFATT, Hickory Hollow, R.R. 3, Ballston Lake, N.Y.

BELLEVILLE
Very little has been written about Belle-
ville Squared Circles, but this town must
rank as one of the most interesting because
of its three Hammers with a complex
chronology and because of inverted letters,
figures, dates and time-marks, and broken
letters and figures. The writer has just com-
pleted a study of about 500 copies and the
information in this and succeeding articles
is based thereon in conjunction with the in-
formation in Dr. Whitehead’s Handbook.
Let us first bring the Handbook up to
date with respect to chronology (some repe-
tition is unavoidable).
First Hammer

1893 In use only from June to October,
inclusive.

1894 In use only from March to December,
inclusive,

1895 In use in January only.
Second Hammer

Frequent use in October, November

and December.

1894 Extensive use throughout.

1895 Infrequent use in February, March,
April and May. Extensive use in other
months.

1896 Extensive use from January to June,
inclusive. Infrequent use thereafter.

1897 Infrequent use throughout.

1898 Fairly frequent use until end of June.
Rare thereafter.

THIRD HAMMER

1893 Infrequent use.

1894 Infrequent use in January, February,
March and April. Very rare thereafter.

1895 Frequent use from February to June.
Infrequent use July to November.
Rare in January and December.

1896 Infrequent use in January, February
and March. Rare in April and May.
Extensive use for balance of year.

1897 Extensive use throughout.

1898 Extensive use until end of May. In-
frequent use thereafter.

Number above the date

1893

1893 First Hammer — 3 and 4 only (4 is
rare)
Second Hammer — 3 and 4 only.
Third Hammer — 2, 3 and 4

1894 First Hammer — 2 only
Second Hammer — Blank (very rare),
3 and 4 only.
Third Hammer — 3 and 4 very rare.
2 in general use.

1895 First Hammer — 2 only
Second Hammer — Extensive use of
3 and 4 throughout. 2 rare in all
months except February, March and
April.
Third Hammer — 2 rare until July. 3
and 4 rare in January then in exten-
sive use until July. Rare during re-
mainder of year.

1896 First Hammer
Second Hammer — Extensive use of
3 and 4 until end of June. Rare there-
after. 2 very rare until July. Infre-
quent thereafter.
Third Hammer — 2 in fairly frequent
use until July, and rare thereafter. 3
and 4 rare until end of June. Exten-
sive use thereafter.

1897 First Hammer
Second Hammer — 3 and 4 very rare.
2 is fairly frequent.
Third Hammer — 2 very rare through-
out. 3 and 4 in extensive use.

1898 First Hammer
Second Hammer — 3 and 4 very rare
until May and then infrequent. 2 is
fairly frequent.
Third Hammer — 2 very rare until
May. Scarce thereafter. 3 and 4 in
extensive use throughout.

From the foregoing details of the use of
Time Marks 2, 3 and 4 a definite pattern is
established for the Second and Third Ham-
mers. Collectors should examine carefully
their Belleville Squared Circles as it is an-
ticipated that further information will fill
the gaps in the fascinating chronology and
time-marks of this popular town.

RESERVE NOW — SEPTEMBER 15-18
BNAPEX ‘66

THE CALGARY INN, ALBERTA
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FIFTH CLASS MATTER

1888—

1898

by Dr. R. A. Chaplin

The Postmaster General’s Report of 1887
states that:—"Provision has been made for
the transmission by mail between all places
in Canada from Ist February, 1888, of
small articles of ordinary goods and manu-
factures in packages, open to inspection, on
payment of a postage charge of one cent
per ounce. Also a new convention with the
United States Post Office providing that
from 1st March 1888, the same class of
matter will be admitted to pass between
Canada and the United States, subject to
customs inspecticn.” (1)

Subsequently the mail was classified into
five groups. First class matter included let-
ters, post cards, and legal and commercial
documents. Second class matter was news-
papers and periodicals posted from the office
of publications for regular subscribers. Third
class matter was a large miscellaneous group
including transient newspapers and periodi-
cals, book packets, various printed articles,
patterns and samples, etc. Parcel post was
fourth class matter. Fifth class matter is
described as follows:

“Postage rate one cent per ounce or fraction
of an ounce, to be prepaid by postage stamp.
Miscellaneous articles of merchandise, in-
cluded seeds, bulbs, etc.,, to United States
and generally all matter permitted to pass
by mail in Canada, which is not of a nature
of a letter, and therefore subject to letter
rate of postage, and not entitled to be posted
at a lower rate than 5th class under one
or the other classes, may pass as 5th class
when addressed to any destination within
the Dominion or United States. Fifth class
matter must be so packed or put up as to
be open to examination of contents and
must not exceeds five pounds in weight, nor
two feet in length by one foot in width
or depth. When passing between Canada and
the United States, it will be subject to
customs regulations if liable to duty. The
registration charge on 5th class matter is
five cents in addition to postage.

“A packet of fifth class matter may con-
tain invoices and accounts, provided they

(1) As quoted by Howes, Clifton A., Can-
ada, Its Postage Stamps and Postal Sta-
tionary — The New England Stamp
Co., Boston, US.A., 1911, Page 135.
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relate exclusively to the contents of such
packet; it is also permitted to enclose a card
or slip of paper giving in a brief manner
necessary directions for the identification or
treatment of the articles or articles con-
tained in the packet. Care must be taken
not to abuse this privilege by converting
such notes or marks designed solely for the
facilitation of business between the sender
and the addressee, into what might properly
be called correspondence. A packet of fifth
class matter containing a letter or any writ-
ing intended to serve the purpose of a let-
ter in the ordinary sense will become liable
1o letter postage, and the sender will in-
cur the penalty provided by law.” (2)

Parcel post within Canada was six cents
per four ounces. Third class matter was
rated one-half cent for a single newspaper
weighing one ounce or less, one cent per
two ounces for a diversified group of matter
largely made up of printed paper products,
and one cent per four ounces for transient
newspapers and periodicals weighing over
one ounce and also for patterns and samples
of merchandise.

Because of the nature of most fifth class
malter, it is unlikely that many covers were
saved. The illustrated envelope is made of
very heavy paper. The flap is partially fold-
ed under so that it could not be sealed and
the hole perforating it and the envelope
could have been caused by a device such
as a split pin which would have kept the
cover closed and yet convenient for inspec-
tion. It was forwarded on 15 November,
1897 by Geo. H. Lees and Company, manu-
facturing jewellers, (3) from Hamilton, Ont.
to Charlottetown, P.E.I

A one cent yellow and a six cents red
brown small queen prepaid the five cents
registration charge and the two cents double
rated postage. A seven cent rate at this time
was commonly used to prepay the five cents
registration charge and the two cents post-
age on a drop letter which would be deliver-
ed by a carrier.

(2) Canadian Almanac — Copp Clark,
Toronto, 1899, Page 148,

(3) Business Directory of Western Ontario
Cities — Bards & Company, Toronto
1898 Page 273.



Postal rates were changed on January 1,
1899 and fifth class matter was discon-
tinued.” Postmasters and the public will
notice that the class of matter here des-
cribed as Fourth Class is the same class
which in the last issue of the Postal Guide
was designated Fifth Class. The postage on
letters having been reduced to Two Cents

per ounce the continuance of what was

before the Fourth Class is considered un-

necessary. Packets of any kind closed against

inspection can now only be sent by post

at letter rate.” (4)

(4) Canada Official Postal Guide, Govern-
ment Printing Bureau, Ottawa, January,
1899, Page XVI.

Canada’s Semi-Official Airmails

by DANIEL G. ROSENBLAT (BNAPS 1445) Apt. 404, 2235 Laguna St., San Francisco

The time has come to return to the subject
of the Patricia Airways & Exploration
stamps and in particular to the first issue,
generally referred to as the issue of July 1st,
1926 since this is the date of their first usage,
the perforated rather than rouletted stamp
printed on yellow paper. The stamp was
printed in sheets of eight (2 x 4) with mar-
gins all around and considerable margin in-
scription, including a plate number. There
seems 10 be general agreement that this issue
consisted of 12,800 stamps, although I have
never seen anyone state definitely if this
figure is for the unoverprinted stamps only
or includes all of the many and various
overprintings.

Sanabria lists no less than twenty-five
varieties of this issue and I believe that there
are at least two more that I shall mention
later. Sanabria 517¢, the “Official” stamp
described as having route inscription in blue

black can be confusing to collectors who
have not previously seen a copy. The route
inscription is that printing on the stamp
which reads, “Special Delivery Sioux Look-
out to Pine Ridge and Red Lake.” On the
normal stamp this inscription appears in
a medium shade of green, on the Official
stamp the blue-black ink on the yellow
paper merely produces a somewhat darker
green — the difference can easily be missed.
The easiest way to tell the difference be-
tween the two types is to compare the shade
of the inscription with the word “LARK”
which is always in a darker green. If the
two greens definitely contrast you have the
normal stamp, if there is very little con-
trast between them you have the official
stamp.

Another source of confusion is in the two
listed shades of the Haileybury and Rouyn
overprint, described as red and red brown.
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There is really not too much difference be-
tween these shades and unless one has
examined both side by side it is not easy to
tell which is which.

It should be noted that Sanabria 517d, the
variety with small “t” in “TO", is a variety
of the Official stamp only, being constant
as the number 8 stamp in each official
sheet but never appears in the normal sheets
to my knowledge.

Although Sanabria does not list it (at least
in my 1963 Edition) there does exist a
Haileybury and Rouyn overprint in red
brown on the Official stamp, I believe not
more than two sheets, and therefore the
variety with small “t” overprinted in this
fashion must be one of the scarcest Semi-
officials of all since only two can exist —
one from each of the overprinted sheets.

I have never been able to find any con-
crete information regarding the plate num-
bers of this issue. 1 have only seen Plate
No. 1 myself, although in the subsequent
rouletted issue I have seen plates numbered
as high as 20. It seems rather odd that such
relatively small issues should require more
than one plate and 1 wonder if more than
one was used to produce this Issue of July
Ist, 1926. With plate data so sought after by
collectors of regular postage issues it seems
strange that no catalogue has attempted to
even mention the plate numbers of the
P.A. & E. issues, and I would certainly ap-
preciate hearing from anyone who has any
definite information in this regard in order
that I could publish it here for the benefit
of all.

Another point that has confused me is in

regard to Sanabra 517 which is described
as “Initialled F.E.D.”, these being the initials
of the president of the company, Fred E.
Davidson. Sanabria does not indicate either
the form or the color of these initials, but
Holmes indicates that they were “hand-
stamped in pale red” and Morgan states
“handstamped in green”. Additionally, 1
have a cover, one of the Company's own
envelopes addressed from the head office in
Toronto to Red Lake, whose stamp shows
the initials F.E.D. in manuscript in red ink.
Is this what Sanabria is referring to or is
it yet another variety?

One further variety which is unlisted by
any of the references is of the type of
Sanabria 519a with the five line surcharge in
red but descending from upper left to lower
right. The Matthews collection which was
sold by Kessler in 1960 contained a full
sheet of this variety which realized the
rather ridiculous price of $71.00. Inci-
dentally, all catalogues indicate that the
variety with the five line surcharge in black,
descending, exists in only 8 copies — 1
rather doubt this figure for 1 have one copy
myself and know of several others which
leads me to believe that there may have
been at least two and possibly more sheets
of these. Indeed, all of the quantities of the
varieties are somewhat suspect, for while
they certainly do not exist in profusion,
nevertheless they do seem to be available
in somewhat larger numbers than the cata-
logue figures would indicate and if the cata-
logue figures were truly correct the prices
at which these varieties sell would be as-
toundingly low.

WANTED

BNAPSer in the Toronto area who will volunteer to take over the duties
of the circulation editor and will work closely with the Editor.

SECRETARY’'S CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Jack Levine
7061 Old King’s Road South,

Jacksonville, Florida
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THE “HALO” EFFECT
ON CANADIAN STAMPS

by William Pekonen

Cancellations that show up white when
exposed to short-wave ultra-violet light are
an exciting ‘“discovery”. However, this
phenomenon is not as exciting as its’ prom-
ise!

On envelopes, the bleached out halo effect
is in proximity to the cancellation lines.
Stamps soaked-off paper and now in your
collection will also show this effect.

Being ignorant of the cause, I wrote to
the Post Office department and asked them
what causes the bleached-out appearance
and why it was being used. Several letters
were received. The department wrote. “This
was something completely new to us and
was not the result of any deliberate change
in our ink.” The letter went on to state that
investigations were being carried out.

The results of examinations by specialist
members of the Post Office engineering
branch were given in another letter. “You
will have noticed that the fluorescence
associated with the postmarks occurs in
areas surrounding the heavily pigmented im-
pressions and it is easy to deduce that the
fluorescence results from a characteristic
of the oil vehicle in the ink or of com-
ponents of the ink soluble in the vehicle.
In fact, fluorescence is common in oils of
all origins and is to be observed, for ex-
ample, in various degrees in common lubri-
cating oils. To this extent, cancelling inks
of the type now in use by the Post Office
Department and having the characteristics
currently considered necessary are likely to
exhibit the type of fluorescence you have
noted.

As pointed out in Mr. Cotés letter, fluor-
escence of this kind does not give us con-
cern in mail handling techniques and pro-
cesses we are now using.”

Just wh-t is meant by “now is use” and
“having the characteristics currently con-
sidered necessary” is not too clear. Is this
just polite phraseology with accidental
vagueness, or does it mean that we should
keep our eyes open for future variations?

Is there a possibility that graphite ~r mag-
netic inks or the plastic experiment: being
carried out by the Russians or other methods
are being considered? Of course, the answers
to these speculative thoughts are not avail-
able to us at this time.

We can expect some changes because,
quite obviously, research is being carried
out along lines designed to handle mail more
efficiently.

The above reasons would have been ob-
vious to some people who are associated
with oil and its properties. The explanations
given by the Post Office Department will
help to settle any doubts held by others.

The reverse might also be true — as new
questions may be raised. What about the
older stamps — has the paper absorbed

the “fluorescence”™? Does the fluorescence
deteriorate and if so after how long? Is
any deterioration constant and therefore a
guide to determine when a stamp was
“cancelled”? Perhaps some petroleum ex-
pert can come up with some answers. Per-
haps these questions have already been an-
swered, If so, perhaps they could write a
companion article and “spread the word”.

In addition to the ink question, I asked
about the use of bleached paper in envel-
opes. The P. O. Department stated that they
“have never specified fluorescence as a re-
quired property of our (envelope) papers,
but have not found it objectionable in our
operations to date, excepting cases where
we once considered use of similar materials
for address coding. Conversely, we have
found some commercial papers to exhibit
phosphorescence and under certain condi-
tions this can give difficulty where tagged
stamps are used. We have some investiga-
tions proceeding in conjunction with paper
and envelope manufacturers on the latter
subject.”

All of the foregoing seems to prove that
there is something new happening all the
time in the world of “little pieces of paper
with sticky stuff on them”.

CONTINUE TO GET NEW MEMBERS
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Per[m Study group

R. J. WOOLLEY, Secretary, 1520 Bathurst St., Toronto, Ontario

The Perfin Study Group is a very loosely
organised group at the moment consisting
of a secretary and any other members of
BNAPS who care to write either for in-
formation or reporting something unusual
they may have found in their collecting.
After this column appears I would like to
hear from any member who has something
of interest to report which might warrant
inclusion in the handbook revision. Any
new design should be sent to the secretary
for photographing and reproduction in this
column.

One of the difficulties of collecting Per-
fins is the lack of commercial sources of
supply. Very few dealers have any stock
at all, probably for the reason that there is
a limited market for them and that they
would hardly warrant the time a dealer
would expend on them for the possible
financial return. This in a way is an ad-
vantage to the collector as Perfins have not
been subject to swiftly advancing prices,
although one has still to seek far to find
them. In connection with Perfin pricing we
have been asked a few times how to relate
the rarity factor to value. Please note that
this is a personal opinion and reflects my
opinion only but is based on the knowledge
of how the factors were derived and ad-
justed to the market law of supply and
demand.

In general the common perfins up to and
including a RF of 12.5 on common stamps
should only be valued at a penny or two.
From RF 15 to RF 45 a rate of one cent
per unit of RF would be reasonable. Per-
fins with a RF of 50 or over should be worth
two to three times the RF with the higher
multiple used against the higher RF.

As in all rules there are exceptions worth
mentioning. The Canadian Government
Perfins—OH/MS or both types — are well
covered in Roy Wrigley's check list and
catalogue and other dealer price lists. The
MD and ND, also Canadian Government
issues are worth much more than quoted
above, and the Provincial Government issues
which are also in stronger demand are all
worth a premium over the values quoted
for private perfins. These Provincial issues
are, LA (Ontario), PS (Saskatchewan), WCB
(British Columbia), Q/CLQ/C (Quebec) and
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PEI (Prince Edward Island), the latter

being quite scarce—RF 50.

We should include TN/OR as this Rail-
way is owned by the Province of Ontario
and is still in operation as the Ontario
Northland Railway. This was omitted from
our original list of Provincial Government
issues as the writer was under the erron-
eous impression that it had been a private
company when known as the Temiskaming
and Northern Ontario Railway. I think the
Temiskaming study group might have cor-
rected me on this one. In any event the
facts are that it was constructed by the
Province of Ontario commencing in 1802
to open up the lumber country to the North
of North Bay. The silver strike at Cobalt in
1903 and gold discoveries a few years later
at Timmins, Porcupine and Rouyn were all
helped in development by expansion of this
line. The name was changed in 1946 to On-
tario Northland Railway but no new Perfin
prepared. Confession being good for the
soul I already feel much better for having
written these last few lines. Will owners of
TN/OR Perfins please advise me of their
holdings, Scott numbers, for inclusion in
the new edition of the handbook.

A suggestion which I think would be an
advantage to Perfin Collectors would be to
organise an active Perfin Study Group with
a new Secretary having the time available
to run an exchange and sales department.
Frankly I haven't the time, handbooks and
other BNAPS activities in the interests of
BNAPS limits the time I have to devote to
Perfins. Any volunteers?




ISIT OR ISN'T IT

by Chris Moore

In the collecting of covers you often ac-
quire those which tell a very interesting
story. Just how would you classify this il-
lustrated cover? It is both a last day cover
and also a first day cover of the new rate.

The actual letter is dated Quebec Mid-
night 31st Dec. 1898 and says “Thought
you might perhaps like one of the first
2c¢ stamps used in Canada on the new Rate.
Will post this just after midnight” and is
signed John. He also marked the envelope
“First day of 2c¢ rate in Canada”. However
John must have reached the Post office well
before midnight as the first cancellation
reads “Quebec Canada Dec 31st 98” and
tho addressed to Ottawa had as postage

only a two cent map stamp. This cancella-
tion was by Clerk No. 4 who must have
been a knowledgeable chap. He took the
cover out of the stream of cancelled letters
and handed it to Clerk No. 2 on the in-
coming shift. Thus we have a second can-
cellation by Clerk No. 2 “Quebec Canada
Ja 199",

Thus the cover is cancelled on the last
day of the three cent rate for use between
two points in Canada and also on the first
day of the two cent rate betwen two points
in Canada. Also illustrated is the fact that
the two postal employees were on the alert
as to correct rates and did indeed fulfill
the senders wish.

EXTRA COPIES OF BNA TOPICS
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
CIRCULATION EDITOR
WHEN WE APPOINT ONE. CAN'T YOU HELP US.
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Canadian Kevenue Study Group News

LEO. J. LA FRANCE, 27 Underhill Rd., Ossington, N.Y. 10562

New Precancel Variety

Your column editor has recently acquired
a vertical pair, straight-edge at top of the
1934-48 Three Leaf Excise, 3¢ Blue (Sis-
sons No. R305), each with a handstamp
Red X in a horizontal position. The X is
19mm high and 16%2mm wide at the top
and 17%mm wide at the bottom. Prelimin-
ary inquiries indicate that this may be a new
variety. Can anyone report others or in-
formation as to the source and reasons for
this precancel?

Interesting B.C. Law Variety

Ed Richardson noted in the Sept. 62
newsletter an apparent constant variety on
the 10c value of the Fifth Issue (Holmes
BCL 18—Sissons R 20). He had found
three copies in which after the word
“Cents” in the bottom panel there is a small
“—5", the dashes appearing in the shaded
portion after the word, “Cents”, and the
“5" appearing in the white border between
“Cents” and “10",

Yours truly recently got a block of four
with imperf sides on the left, bottom and
right with this variety in the upper left
position. There are two rows of vertical
perfs cutting into the stamps, one about
9 mm from the right side and the other
about 40¥2mm from the right side. A row
of horizontal perfs is just below the value

panels of the top pair. Any more wierd
perfs such as this around?

Unemployment Insurance Stamps

It has been noted in March '65 News-
letter that the 1960 issue of regular un-
employment stamps were not included in
the last issue of Holmes. They are there-
fore repeated here for the benefit of all.

Design No. FU38 (same as the 32¢ 1955
issue) 40c Brown

Design No. FU65 (new design, similar to
FU40, but the value is printed separate-
ly in black) 78¢ Green, 92¢ Bistre
Brown, $1.08 Yellow.

Design No. FU40 (the old design with
engraved figure of value in the $1.32
Mustard $1.44 Rose.

Design No. FUGS (see above) $1.56 Light
Blue $1.72 Mauve, $1.88 Slate.

Design No. FU73 (new design, similar to
FU48, but central panel is blank and
denomination is printed in black)

$3.12 Blackish Gray; $3.72 Greenish
Gray; $3.38 Bright Blue: $4.08 Salmon

Can anyone offer info as to whether

there have been any other issues besides
these in the past few years? If so, we'd
appreciate hearing from you.

Remember that this column depends on

your reporting new finds etc. and we can
always use material. Let us hear from you.

THE EDWARD IMPERFS
by Fred Jarrett

When Ed. Richardson flew to Toronto
from La Marque, Texas, to address the
March meeting of the Toronto Collectors
Club, he chose as his subject the King Ed-
ward VII issue, and his display, beginning
with the essays and proofs, was made par-
ticularly interesting by his explanation of
some of the controversial aspects of this
issue, including the question as to whether
the imperf. Edwards (barring the 2c¢ Plates
1, 2, 13, 14) are proofs or imperfs. Well,
they are proofs, as the following will show.

These came from two sources only, Chas.
N. Robertson in Montreal (one sheet each
of l¢, 5¢, 7c and 10c¢) and from Frederick T.
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Norris, of Bay City, Michigan. No one will
ever know what Morris had but he had
more than one sheet of each, and seemed
to be more anxious to sell the lc imperfs.

in a higher ratio than the other values.
Robertson was a philatelic opportunist
who had the respect and confidence of R.
M. Coulter, then P.M.G. When Coulter re-
tired he called in his friend Robertson and
produced all the philatelic material that had
accrued during his term of office, consisting
of sample sheets, die and plate proofs, and
imperf. sheets of the King Edward VII of
the denominations mentioned above. These
(Continuwed on page 99)



EARLY POST OFFICES OF THE
WELLAND CANAL REGION

by Max Rosenthal

At the close of the 1812-14 War William
Hamilton Merritt engaged in several busi-
ness enterprises in the growing hamlet of
St. Catharines, among others a milling busi-
ness. During the summer his business was
interrupted by a scarcity of water for his
mill. He surveyed a proposed channel in
1818 from the Welland River to the Twelve
Mile Creek, to bring in additional water,
The result of this survey led him to believe
that the connecting of Lake Erie with Lake
Ontario through Canadian territory with a
ship canal, to avoid the portage around the
Niagara Falls, to be practicable. In 1823
he founded the Welland Canal Company.

The First Welland Canal was built be-
tween 1824 and 1829. It followed the
Twelve Mile Creek valley from Port Dal-
housie, on Lake Ontario, to Merritton, and
then proceeded by cut and lock up the
Niagara FEscarpment to the top at Port
Robinson. It then followed the Welland
River to the Niagara River at Chippawa.
The canal was extended from Port Robinson
south to Port Colborne, on Lake Erie, this
extension being completed in 1833. The
growth and decline of communities in this
region were to be strongly affected by the
Welland Canal, reflected in its post offices.

St. Catharines

It was the Twelve Mile Creek which
first attracted the Merritts and other United
Empire Loyalists settlers at the end of
the 18th century to the site of St. Catha-
rines in Grantham township, Lincoln Coun-
ty. The first settlers there were John Hainer
and Jacob Dittrick, who came from New
York State after the Revolutionary War.
The only other building there then, owned
by Robert Hamilton, of Queenston, was a
storehouse for goods which he brought by
boat from Queenston for the settlers.
Thomas Adams built the first tavern in
1797. Within a year it had been purchased
by Paul Shipman. His name replaced The
Twelve for the community, which became
Shipman’s Corners.

By 1800 the Queenston-Grimsby Road
and the Lakeshore Rozd from Niagara had
been opened to Burlington Inlet. After the
1812-14 War William H. Merritt built a
large house at Shipman’s Corners, a portion

of which he intended for a store, it being on
the main road from Niagara. In 1816, when
Merritt bought the land on which it stoad
from Robert Hamilton, the name St. Catha-
rines came into general use. Hamilton had
called the place after his wife's first name,
and Merritt’s wife was also called Catha-
rine, so he liked it also.

In 1820 St. Catharines' post office was
opened with Merritt as postmaster. Until
1860 the second “a" was replaced by an “e”
in its postal name, St. Catherines. On a
letter from Merritt to W. W. Baldwin,
York (William Allan Papers, Toronto Public
Library), written January 8, 1821, appears
his manuscript postmark in the lower left
corner; “St. Cath.,, 9th Ja. 1821, per
W. H. M., P.M."”, joined by a bracket.

A letter from Merritt to Peter Robinson,
York (Peter Robinson Papers, Ontario Arch-
ives), sent December 18, 1828, also has a
manuscript postmark, “St. Catharines” and
the date written in two lines, all in red.
According to Edward McGrath there was
a straight-line postmark in use from about
1820 to 1830.

A letter written January 29, 1831 by Mer-
ritt to William Allan is already postmark-
ed with a small double circle broken by
St. Catherines, with “31 Jan. 1831" written
in. This marking appears in red through
that decade. A letter from Merritt to Sur-
vevor-General Thomas Parke, Kingston (On-
tario Archives) sent on February 17, 1843,
is postmarked with a large double circle
broken by St. Catherines, U.C., with the
date in type. It is in blue, whereas a letter
of November 19, 1847 from Merritt to J.
Papineau, Commissioner of Crown Lands,
Montreal, has the same postmark in red.

Being so busy with his canal and other
business activities, it is not surprising that
Merritt had little time to attend to the St.
Catharines post office, and deputized others
to look after it. On March 3, 1832 Deputy
Postmaster-General T. W. Stayner wrote
him from Quebec (Merritt Papers, Ontario
Archives):—

“Mr. Mittelberger, who has for several
yvears conducted the duties of the St. Catha-
rines office under the title of your appoint-
ment, writes me that he has intimated to you
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his intention of resigning at the close of

the present quarter, except he is appointed
principal in the office. ‘The whole emolu-
ments of the office accruing out of postages
and the privlege of franking being’ (as he
says) ‘little enough, without being deprived
of the latter.

“Not having heard from you on this
subject and unaware of what steps you may
be inclined to take I am anxious to know
what you propose doing, and in endeavoring
to learn this, I think it right candidly to state
that the way in which the St. Catharines
office has been conducted for a long time
not consistent with the regulations of the
Department and that I shall not feel my-
self satisfied in permitting a continuation of
it. Every Post Master has, no doubt, a right
to employ an assistant (or more than one
if the business of the office requires it) to
act for him during his occasional absence,
or when there is more to do than he can
himself attend to, but it has been altogether
different in the case of the St. Catharines
post office, in which you never officiate,
nor never sign a voucher, tho' you have
exercised the right of franking as well on
your own concerns, the latter being, as 1
conceive, all wrong. Having said this much
in reference to the manner in which things
have heretofore been managed, and which
I should have noticed before, but for the
very efficient way in which Mr. Mittelberger
has performed his duties, 1 beg to add that
if Mr. Mittelberger does resign as he talks
of doing, 1 must expect that you will main-
tain the office yourself in the same way
other Post Masters do.”

Merritt  remained postmaster of St
Catharines until 1845, The appointment of
his son, J. P. Merritt, to the position, dated
April 4, 1845, is in the Merritt Papers, On-
tario Archives. He did not fill the office to
everyone’s satisfaction either, as C. Phelps
wrote to W. H. Merritt, Jr. on January 12,
1850 about “a letter of mine which I wrote
some time ago and which contained some
important papers, having been mislaid and
kept in the office for a week. The letter
referred to was directed Brantford and in-
stead of being mailed it was put into a box
and remained there till the party to whom
it was addressed in Brantford came down
on purpose to find out what was the matter.
On enquiry I found that the letter had just
been mailed the evening before, having been
kept in the office fully a week.

“Besides this, I have myself seen some
half a dozen others of the same nature. It
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has happened to me before. I received two
weeks (four papers) at once, they having
been put back, instead of into my box. 1
have heard the same thing from several
other parties when Mr. Copeland has hap-
pened to be absent. I can say that 1 have
seen at least four instances where letters have
not been promptly mailed.” W. L. Cope-
land was to succeed J. P. Merritt as post-
master in 1863,

In 1851 St. Catharines became a prin-
cipal station for mail delivery. When the
Great Western Railway opened in 1853
from Niagara Falls to Hamilton, all through
mails were carried by rail, with distribution
from St. Catharines still by stage-coach. On
April 23 postal inspector, John Dewe, wrote
from Toronto to J, P. Merritt; “Commen-
cing on 1st May you will please correspond
and make up mails direct with Thorold,
and enter any letter bills you may send to
and receive from that place as the letter
bills you send to and receive from the
offices on the Hamilton and Niagara route.”

From 1851 on, for several decades, the
post office was designated as St. Catha-
rines, West, to distinguish it from one of
the same name in Quebec.

SMALLER COMMUNITIES

South from Grantham the first township
is Thorold, in Welland County. The first
settler in it were of Dutch or German
descent, mainly Lutherans. The whole Niag-
ara Peninsula was originally named Lincoln
County, its township nearly all called after
the subdivisions of old Lincolnshire. Gran-
tham is the subdivision where the Thorolds
had their seat.

On Ten Mile Creek south of Thorold
village, Beaver Dams was the oldest settle-
ment in Thorold Township. It was very
early connected with the neighboring settle-
ments by roads. Before the 1812-14 War
there was a tavern at the corners. It after-
wards became a regular stop for stage-
coaches from Hamilton. Opposite the tavern
was a general store owned by George and
Jacob Keefer. They apparently received and
sent mail for the settlers, although there was
no official post office there.

When work began upon the Deep Cut of
the Welland Canal the Keefers moved their
store to the canal bank. As early as 1790
they and a few others had begun to clear
the forest in the north-east corner of Thor-
old Township for farms. However, so little
progress had been made in clearing the
land that, when a small collection of huts



had sprung up with the building of the canal,
the place took the name of Stump Town.
The slope of the Niagara Escarpment, downs
which the canal was cut, gave easy access to
water-power. The village was situated at
the top of this slope, and within its borders
began the wealth of water-power caused by
the descent of the canal. In 1827 the first
mill in the village was built by Jacob Keefer.

Through the influence of W. H. Merritt
a post office was established there in 1826,
called after the township, Thorold, with
Jacob Keefer as postmaster, succeeded in
1834 by Peter Keefer. A letter from Duncan
McFarland, Port Robinson, to W. H. Mer-
ritt, then in Toronto as a Member of Par-
liament, written January 29, 1835, is post-
marked with a small double circle broken
by Thorold “30 May, 35" written in, in red.

St. John's is the oldest village in Thor-
old Township, situated where the Twelve
Mile Creek crosses its western boundary.
John Darling had a grist mill there in 1801,
and built a saw mill farther up the stream.
Zenas Fell, another early settler, owned a
general store. St. Johkn's post office was
opened in 1831, and he became its second
postmaster the next year. A letter from R.
Rich, St. John's, to Robert Baldwin, Mont-
real, (Baldwin Papers, Toronto Public Lib-
rary) is postmarked with a medium-sized
double circle enclosing Saint-Johns, U.C. in
red, “24 June 1848" being written in.

After 1851 it was named St. John's West,
to distinguish it from a post office of the
same name in Quebec. The water-power fur-
nished by the Welland Canal, and the rail-
way facilities to the towns and villages along
its banks, caused them to outstrip St. John's,
which shrank, being farther away.

Port Dalhousie, at the Lake Ontario en-
trance of the First Welland Canal, origina-
ted with its construction. A post office came
into being in 1831, In 1837 Nathaniel Paul-
ing, a merchant became postmaster, A letter
he sent to W. H. Merritt on November 20,
1833, is signed Nathan Pawling. At the time
of the completion of the Second Welland
Canal, 1842 to 1845, Port Dalhousie con-
tained only 14 houses, erected on land own-
ed by him.

At the other end of the Welland Canal,
where it empties into Lake Erie, Port Col-
borne, in Humberstone Township, Welland
County, came into existence with the con-
struction of the Lake Erie extension of the
canal. The first lock, built in 1832, was near
the lake, and there a small collection of
boarding houses and canal shanties began.

In 1834 Merritt purchased most of the
land on which the village stood and had it
surveyed into village lots. He also succeed-
ed in having a post office established two
years later, named in honor of Sir John Col-
borne, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Can-
ada at that time.

On February 9, 1836, James Black, the
first postmaster of Port Colborne, wrote to
Merritt: “Mr. Berczy (postal inspector) was
here yesterday and unless he is called upon
by the House to attend any investigation of
Post Office affairs, he promises an office
on the 5th April. At present Mr. B. will only
give us a mail once a week unless there
should be a packet from here to Toronto.
Then it might be daily.”

A letter from Black to Surveyor-General,
Thomas Parke, Kingston, is postmarked with
a medium-sized double circle enclosing Port
Colborne, with “17 June 1841" written in.

For a number of years Port Colborne
made no progress. The few houses and one
small store near the old lock, in which the
post office was kept, constituted the village,
until after the government purchased the
canal and built the second Welland Canal.
The new lock was built at the same distance
from the old one and was destined to be-
come the central point of the village.

Port Robinson, in Thorold Township,
also began with the canal. At this place
was dug a side-cut from the main channel
to form a junction with the Welland River.
The height of water of the canal above the
river necessitated the building of locks.
When navigation was commenced a port of
entry was established. A post office was
opened at Port Robinson in 1836. Both were
looked after by Duncan McFarland. The
village had first been called Port Beverly,
after William Beverly Robinson, a member
of the canal company. The post office took
his surname instead. A letter from Mec-
Farland to Robert Baldwin is postmarked
with a medium-sized double circle enclos-
ing Port Robinson, in blue, with “27 Sapt
49" written in.

A line of packet boats plied daily from
Port Robinson to Dunnville, the mail and
passenger west route connecting with the
four-horse stage from Hamilton, St. Catha-
rines and Niagara. It was also the centre of
mail distribution for Fonthill and St. John's,
West, Chippawa, Port Colborne, and inter-
mediate points, but the completion of the
canal and the construction of railways had
the effect of diverting traffic from Port
Kobinson, and its importance declined.
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Allanburgh, named after another member
of the canal company, William Allan, of
Toronto, is about two miles north of Port
Robinson, also in Thorold Township, at the
lower end of the cut. A fall in the canal
level at this point necessitated the building
of a lock. Mills built in 1833 gave life to the
village; they were later owned by Baruch
Tucker and John Rannie. A post office was
established in 1844, with Rannie as post-
master. The postal name was spelled with-
out the final “h”,—Allanburg.

The first township north of Humberstone
is Crowland, also in Welland County. In
the early 1840's Crowland post office was
opened at Dean’s Mills, on the road north
of Lyon's Creeks, between sideroad 10 and
12, with William Vanalstine as postmaster.
The Welland Canal was the means of es-
tablishing Stonebridge, officially called
Petersburgh, where Humberstone post office
was opened in 1851. Before the canal a
creek passed through the site of the village
and the settlers, to cross, sank stones in the
water, hence the first name, Stonebridge.
Humberstone is one mile north of Port Col-
borne, and was the more important of the
two in the earlier days, but the enlargement
of the harbor at Port Colborne about 1850,
and its railway facilities from 1854 on, gave
the latter an impetus which made it out—
rival Humberstone.

The building of the Welland Canal also
made necessary the construction of an aque-
duct to convey the artificial channel over
the Welland River. The first aqueduct was of
wood, and when the canal was completed
in 1829 the settlement there was known as
“The Aqueduct.” By 1842 the government
began the enlargement of the old canal and
proceeded to replace the wooden aqueduct
with one of stone. The village changed its
name to Merrittsville, under which desig-
nation a post office was opened in 1851.
Real development began when Merrittsville
became the capital of Welland County in
1856.

In 1851 the Welland Canal Loan Com-
pany, in which W. H. Merritt was a partner,
bought up a large section of the future
Merritton, just north of Thorold village, in
Grantham Township, to develop the water-
power and industries. The communities of
Centreville, Westport, Protestant Hill and
Slabtown, which were on this site, then
united to form Welland City.

In 1858 an unusual transaction took place
between two growing communities in the
newly formed counties of Lincoln and Wel-
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land. Merrittsville took the name Welland
from Welland City, the present Merritton.
At the same time the residents of the former
Welland City chose the other name, with a
slight alteration, as Merritton, having con-
sidered the name of the canal’s originator
more fitting closer to his home. When first
established the Merritton post office was
called Thorold Station. In 1869 the name
was changed to Merritton. In 1858 the
Merrittsville post office had its name
changed to Welland.

On May 4, 1859 the St. Catharines Con-
stitutional reported, “New post office at Ten
Mile Creek — ‘The Ten' dons a new name
and in future will be known by the classic
name of Homer.” Homer stretches along the
present Highway 8 between sideroad 4 and
7 and Grantham Township. When the last
Welland Canal changed its course from the
Twenty Mile to the Ten Mile Creek Homer
was cut in two.

Among the Loyalists who settled in Hum-
berstone Township after the American Revo-
lution was Michael Sherks. In 1862 Sherks-
ton post office was opened in the village,
stretching along the slanted road in con-
cession I between sideroads 2 and 4, and
seven miles from Port Colborne. General
merchant William Sherks was the first post-
master. Sherkston is a station on the CNR,
formerly the Buffalo and Goderich branch
of the G.T.R. The same year a post office
was opened at Netherby, located in the
north-east corner of Humberstone Town-
ship. About two miles directly west of Neth-
erby on the same northern boundary road
of Humbersetone Township is Brookfield
Station, on the Toronto, Hamilton & Buf-
falo Rwy. Its post office was opened in
1876, and E. W. Brookfield first postmaster.

In 1880 was opened Air Line Junction
post office, in Humberstone Township where
the Great Western Rwy. line, from Ft. Erie
to St. Thomas, called the “Air Line”, was
crossed by the Welland Rwy. between Wel-
land and Pt. Colborne. In 1910 Air Line
Junction had its name changed to Welland
Junction.

In 1887 the old village of Fonthill, on the
present Highway 20, moved from Pelham
Township east across its boundary into
Thorold Township. In the same vyear a
larger Welland Canal was opened, making
the southern section straighter to Port
Colborne,

In Grantham Township, McNab, named
after Colin and John McNab, who settled

(Continued on page 98)



ROLLERS USED AS PRECANCELS
by E. A. Smythies

The article in December Topics by Merv
Quarles gives some interesting information
on (parcel) Rollers used unofficially as
Precancels, with details of ten such cases
before the official order prohibiting this
practice was issued in 1904, Since that list
of ten cases was compiled, some more ex-
amples of these Rollers being used as pre-
cancels prior to 1904 have been recorded
as follows:—(all on Q.V. lc numeral)

1 and 2 Brockville, Ont. Two different types
types as illustrated. (The 2nd type was
used for P.O.s with long names).

3 Toronto Station B, On cover dated 1902.

4 Tilsonburg, Ont. On cover dated 1901.
The early Tilsonburg Rollers had one L
only, which was later changed to two Ls.

5 Woodstock, Ont. On cover dated 1902.

LI

BROCKVILLE QNT

LTI

(1]} [ ]
LY i

10

These early examples are excusable, since
there was no stern official order prohibiting
them, but it is certainly surprising — in face
of the very emphatic order of 1904 — that
so many P.O.s used the small Roller as pre-
cancels after that date. Here are some ex-
amples.

Toronto, Ont. Two different Rollers on Ad-

miral lc green (1912-18).

Swift Current, Sask. A complete sheet (in
the Hetherington collection?) on Admiral
2c¢ green (1922-28) with original gum.

Kingston, Ont. 1926. A complete sheet in
the Keane collection of the modern type
1926 Roller (with horizontal lines) on
Admiral 7¢ red-brown (1922-28) with
original gum.

Ponoka, Alta. A complete sheet in the
Goodall collection on Admiral 1c green
(1912-18), with orignal gum.

R. L. Stone of Edmonton reported that
Dr. Orobko also of Edmonton) remembers
as a boy seeing the postmasters of Cham-
berlain, Sask and Craik Sask. precanceling
Admirals by the sheet, and he had some
examples.

Hetherington has recorded the unauthor-
ised use of Rollers as precancels on Q.E. 11
stamps at Brampton, Ont. and Cobden, Ont.
(1953-54), for which the post-masters were
“severely reprimanded’. This shows that the
prohibiting order of 1904 was still in force.

Still more surprising is a crop of Pre-
cancel Rollers on Postage Due stamps on a
fairly large scale. A. L. Steinhart of Toronto
has kindly sent me examples from Montreal
(on lc or l1st issue), five different Rollers
from two different P.O.s of Toronto on
three different values (lc, 2¢, 5¢) of the
2nd issues (1930-32) and also records an
example of the rare Roller St. Roch de
Quebec as a precancel.

Most surprising of all is the use of the
medern type of Roller, with the name of
P.O. between six thin horizontal lines, on
a variety of values of the current issue of
Postage Dues, e.g. 1 have l¢, 4¢, 6¢, 10c
in blocks with original gum!

Now Postage Due stamps are not used
by the general public but used exclusively
by the Post Office. The question arises —
has the official order of 1904 been modified
to allow postmasters to use Rollers to pre-
cancel blocks of Postage Due stamps, and
thus save the labour and time for cancelling
them separately later? It seems a reasonable
proposition. A note in Topics (page 311)
reads:— “At present the Postage Due is a
receipt for insufficiently prepaid postal ser-
vice”. T understand this explains the origin
of the ‘mint” blocks mentioned above. Has
anyone any further information?

This brief summary of Rollers used as
precancels will suffice to show that this
time — space continuum — like the Uni-
verse — is a much bigger proposition than
originally estimated, in time from 1896 to
1966, in space over four or five Provinces.

(Continued on page 98)
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BNAPS at SIPEX
MAY 21-30, 1966

Several BNAPS’ers; expressed their opinion, to the Officers of
the Society; that we should have a Lounge at this forthcoming event;
as we did at CAPEX in ‘51 and FIPEX in ‘56.

The cost of same is $200.00, and as every BNAPS’er is aware our
TREASURY CANNOT ABSORB THIS AMOUNT.

Therefore, by authority of the Chairman of the Board of Governors,
and the President, the undersigned has been authorized to solicit
donations for same. We have had some donations to date, thus assuring
our having a lounge at the Shoreham Hotel, in Washington, D.C., the
site of SIPEX.

Any amount that you wish to donate to this cause, will be appreci-
ated by the Society; and the names of all donors, will be published in

the May issue of TOPICS (but not the amount contributed).

Kindly make checks, or money orders, payable to the BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, and send to ALFRED H. KESSLER,
(BNAPS No. 334), 7934 PICKERING ST., PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 19150,

To those who attended either, or both of the above mentioned
shows it is not necessary to point out the convenience of a lounge by
YOUR SOCIETY; but to those who did not, and expect to attend this
one; believe us it is well worth the cost. WILL YOU HELP?

THANKS

AL. KESSLER
No. 334
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NEWFOUNDAND POSTAL

STATIONERY
by N. W. Scales

Two postal stationery covers, the three
cent purple and the five cent blue. Both
franked with the same stamps, the Y2 cent
black, the one cent deep green, the six
cent carmine lake and the two cent red
orange. The large R being a bright purple
on both covers.

The three cent envelope going to Bern,
Switzerland by the way of London, Eng-
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land; the London postmark one in black
and the other in red 15 My 95.

The five cent envelope going to South
Norwalk, Conn., postmarked in purple with
a St. John's barred circle 11 Jy 95 and back-
stamped Boston, Mass., JUL 16, 1895. Reg-
istery Div. in large purple oval. All stamps
tied with black bar cancels.

(o7
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On making photos of the two covers,
had to make the two postmarks separate to
bring out the dates. If the dates come out
plain in making the covers, the stamps
showed up all blurred in black, so to get the
stamps in fine appearance, had to make

them separate. The two covers with the
bright colored stamps, make a nice page
for any collection or exhibit.

Covers in collection of N. W. Scales,
B.N.A.P.S. 1058.

“Secret Date”

or

Dated Dies

of

Canada

No. 26

1946

8¢ Farm Scene

—R. H. Larkin No. 958

(Continued from page 95)
Official Precancels have been systematically
studied for three decades or more, Rollers
not even for three years. This extensive use
of Rollers as Precancels is one of the many
surprises that these very interesting and

hitherto utterly neglected cancels are show-
ing.

It is certain that the list to date of Rol-
lers used as precancels is incomplete. If any
BNAPSers have some not recorded, I should
be very grateful for the details.

(Continued from page 94)

near Eight Mile Creek, was an early stop-
ping place for travellers going westward
along Lake Shore Road. It got a post office
in 1900, the same year Gas Line post office
was established in Humberstone Township
on the slanted road in concession 2, at side-
road 14,

This area pioneered in the production and
use of Hydro-electric power. The first elec-
tric railway in the world was built to con-
nect Merrtton and St. Catharines in 1887.
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Famous as the cradle of hydro-electric
power, the Decew Falls Generating plant
was built a decade later on the banks of
Twelve Mile Creek, just below the Niagara
Escarpment. DeCew Falls, (itself, is on the
historic Beaver Dam Creek. About a mile
to the north-west is Power Glen, in Gran-
tham Township. Power Glen post office
was opened in 1904. In 1904 Shisler Point
post office was opened on sideroad 4 in
Humberstone Township, just north of Lake
Erie.



The widening and improvement of the
Welland Canal was begun in 1913 but was
not completed until 1942, The Twelve Mile
Creek route was abandoned and the Ten
Mile Creek was used instead. It now left
the Twelve Mile Creek valley at Merritton,
heading almost due north to Lake Ontario
at Port Weller, Humberstone village was
annexed to Port Colborne in 1852.

In 1961, St. Catharines swallowed part of
Grantham Township and annexed Merritton
and Port Dalhousie, and thus more than
doubled its population. Thus, the develop-
ment of this area, begun by William Ham-
ilton almost a century and a half ago, con-
tinues, with the Welland Canal its central
feature.

(Continued from page 90)

sheets were date stamped in the upper left
corner, and bore a handwritten scrawl that
was identified as Wm. The date shown was
prior to the date of issue of these stamps,
and the initials were those of Wm. Mulock,
P.M.G. Given to Mulock for his reference
files, they were passed on to Coulter later,
and were proofs in every sense of the word.
Being on stamp issue paper and in color of
issue, they went into my collection as
imperfs. even though 1 was aware of their
origin. I am not aware of the source of
the Morris sheets. Under the circumstances
the present owner, who acquired these 5c
blocks from the Sissons' sale, can call them
whichever he prefers — it seems to be a
case six for one and half a dozen for the
other.

P.S. There's more to the story of the
Robertson-Coulter relationship which
can be told later when our Editor
needs a space-filler. E. T,

CANADA
NEWFOUNDLAND
BRITISH EMPIRE

Your want-lists for classical and modern
issues of the cbove groups will be given
careful attention.

Our stock is large and varied, with many
elusive items always on hond.

STANLEY STAMP COMPANY
(1958) LTD.
877 Hornby Street
Vancouver 1, B.C.
Canada

READY NOW!

1966 LYMAN’'S B.N.A. CATALOGUE 1966
(Canada’s No. 1 B.N.A. Price List)
Featuring more than 1,500 price changes

A COMPLETELY MODERN UP-TO-DATE LIST INCLUDING
PRICES FOR ALL KNOWN 1966 ISSUES OF CANADA
BUY DIRECTLY FROM US OR YOUR FAVOURITE DEALER—
SOLD COAST TO COAST. PRICE REMAINS AT ONLY .50c EA. 2 for $1.00
Box 23 BN—Station D, Toronto 9, Ontario, Canada
ROBERT W. LYMAN (Canada) COMPANY ct.

BNA TOPICS / APRIL, 1966 / 99



Classified Topics

THE B.N.A. MARKET PLACE o

RATES:

4 cents per word per insertion; 500
words to be used as desired, $15.00.
Payable with copy in advance.

RESERVED FOR BNAPS MEMBERS

Copy for Classified Topics should be sent
to Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle.
Malvern. Pennsylvania.

WANTED

WANTED: 19th Century Covers from Western
Canada and Western U.S. Collections and
Accumulations. Will buy or trade. Have US.,
Br. Cols., Canadian plate blocks and Cana-
dian Squared Circles for trading. Daniel H.
Deutsch, 1355 Cresthaven Dr., Pasadena,
Calif. 91105 250

COVERS mailed from Whitby Canada 1824 to
1924. G. Winter, 500 King Street, Whitby,
Ontario, Canada.” 244

TWO DATED COPIES to complete calendar for
1900 on Canada Scott #77 2¢ Carmine.
June 10th; Dec. 30th, 1900. Reg. Kingdon,
Beamsville, Ontario, Canada. 243

FOR SALE

Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club
Established 1892
Ist and 3rd Thursdays — 8 p.m.

PARK PLAZA HOTEL

VISITORS WELCOME ct

COVERS: Advertising, Hotel, Exhibition, Regis-
tered, Patriotic Cards and Covers, Railway
Post Cards, etc. Fancy Cork Cancels, R.P.O.s,
Numerals, Square Circles on Stamps and
Covers. Early MNova Scotia, Jubilee and
Quebec Terc. stamps. Approvals or lists.
Harry F. Williams, 1525 Chestnut St., Hali-
fax, Nova Scetia 244

CANADA REVENUES: All sorts of other Canada
material available — Why not send o Buck
for o starter or $2.00 for the new Sissons—
Sooner or later you'll write; Why not NOW?
Haley’s Exchange, Box 205, Fryeburg, Maine
04037. 252

EXCHANGE

SEMI-OFFICIAL Air Mails, mint, including Holmes
S-07a, 5-07b, S-021b (Sheet), 5-033b, etc. to
exchange for air mail covers (Both semi-
official and government flights). What have
you? D. Amos, 98 Greendell Ave., Winnipeg
8, Man., Canada 243

OUR MAIL AUCTION SALES

are carefully and accurately described. Lots for dealers and
collectors always included

We specialize in filling Want Lists for USED
only GT. BRITAIN and COLONIES

START STAMPS
P.O. Box 130, Teaneck, N.J.

ZIP CODE NUMBERS
UNITED STATES MEMBERS

We need your Zip Code Number if you are going to get your
magazine delivered sooner. Send it to the Secretary, Jack Levine, 7061
Old Kings Rd. South, Jacksonville, Florida.
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1916 1966
FIFTY YEARS
IN PHILATELY

Four Days Jubilee Auction
May 16-19, 1966

(at the Commodore Hotel,
New York)

4000 lots, mostly rarities

Classic issues, Modern sets,
Airmails, Proofs, cancellations,
covers etc.
Catalogue free on request

FRITZ BILLIG
168-38 Highland Ave.
Jamaica New York
11432

Some choice rarities can still be
included
243

The following Canadian “Mint”
Stamps are required in Perfect
Condition:—

17a, 20a, 35d, 36e, 37e, 38a, 3%9b,
40c, 41, 41a, 41b, 42, 42a, 43q,
43b, 44c, 44d, 45a, 45b, 45¢, 76q,
77¢, 81a, 82a, 83a, 87a, 88a, 96aq,
97a, 98a, 99a, 100a, 101qa, 102q,
103q,, 110qa, 112b, 113a, 114a,
115a, 118a, 119a, 120b, 122q,
130a, 13%a, 143,pr. 327b, 328b,
340b, 339%a.

RICHARD L. TINKER
Huntingdon, Quebec

Canada

245

CANADIAN REVENUES

The NEW SISSONS catalogue ($2.00
postpaid) has revived much interest
in this fascinating “sideline”—over
1600 varieties await you.

Two Specials

Ontario Laws—R68-83, 85
List Price $6.55 Special $3.50

Newfoundland Inland Revenue
5--$5.00 List price $10.00
Special at $6.50

Your Want List Welcome.

L. A. DAVENPORT
230 Lonsmount Drive
Toronto 10 Canada

ct

CANADA OHMS OFFICIALS

0271 20c slate, Combine—.20

OE7 10c Special Delivery, 1937—$5.00

OE10 10c Special Delivery 1942—3$2.50

0C8C—7c Airmail, 1943—.65

024 50c Qil ‘G'—$2.50

031 7c blue, Goose ‘G'—.25

032 $1 black, Totem ‘G’—2.00

038 50c green, Textile ‘G’—.65

045—20c green, Paper ‘G'—.10

001 7¢ Airmail ‘OHMS'—$2.00

C02 7¢ Airmail ‘G'—$2.00

1962 Q.E. ‘G’ 046-49, 1,2,4,5¢ short
issue set mint singles $1.10, blocks—3$3
set used singles $3.00, blocks—$8.00

Type C—'FLYING G’
039a 10¢c Eskimo used .50 mint $1.00
045 a 20c Paper—$3.00 $5.00
038a, 50c Textile $2.00  $2.50

OHMS—ON COVER (1937 to 1950) $5
(Canada postage or OHMS accepted at
face)

ROY WRIGLEY

228 Bellevue Avenue
West Vancouver, B.C.
244
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BNAPS
HANDBOOKS

THE ADMIRAL STAMPS, 1911-1925

by Hans Reiche (Marler's Handbook Revised) .............. $5.00
THE SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARKS OF CANADA

Case-bound copies : . $3.00

by Dr. Alfred Whitehead. Third edition .. ... $2.00

(Completely revised—many new femures)

REGISTERED LETTER STAMPS OF CANADA
by Smythies & Smith (C.P.S. of G.B.) .. $3.00
CANADIAN DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS OF THE
VICTORIAN ERA, 1860-1902 (Revised Edition)
by E. A. Smythies, C.L.LE,, F.R.P.S.L. (C.P.S. of G.B.) . $2.25
CANADIAN TRANSPORT POSTMARKS HANDBOOK
AND CATALOGUE OF R.P.O.'s & WATER P.O.'s
by T. P. G. Shaw M.A., B.Sc. (R.P.5.C) (linen bound) $5.00
CANADIAN FANCY CANCELLATIONS
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
by K. M. Day, M.D., F.R.P.S.L. & E. A. Smythies, F.R.P.S.L.. $3.00

CONSTANT PLATE VARIETIES OF THE CANADA SMALL

QUEENS
by Hans Reiche. 24 pages s $TAES
CANADA REVENUES AND FRANKS
1964 a priced catalogue. J. N. Sissons : .. $2.00

THE CANADA MAP STAMP OF 1898
by Frederick Tomlinson, F.C.P.S. Published by the C.P.S.

of GB. 48 pages ... $2.00
CANADA PRE-CANCEL CATALOGUE, 1965

Edited by H. G. Walburn . . $2.00
THE POSTAL STATIONERY OF CANADA—NELSON BOND

A reference catalogue—1953—132 pages—hard cover $2.50
PLATE BLOCK CATALOGUE, 1965

Edited by K. Bileski ... .. $3.00
O.H.M.S. & G. PERFORATED AND 0VERPR|NTED

Checklist and Catalogue by Roy Wrigley ... ........ = $2.00

The above books are obtainable at the prices noted (postpaid) from:

R. J. Woolley, Apt. 206, 1520 Bathurst St., Toronto 10, Ont.
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FORM OF APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
To: THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Jack Levine, Secretary, 7061 Old King's Road South, Jacksonville, Florida

[ hereby apply for admission to membership in the BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
PHILATELIC SOCIETY. One dollar ($1.00) Admission Fee is remitted herewith, together
with the required amount of dues as scheduled on the back of this sheet; this amount to be
refunded to me, if my application is not accepted. My signature bears witness to my
agreement to abide by and observe all rules and regulations of the Society.

NAME . e AR
STREET TR
Prov. or
CITY Zone No. State .
Type of Membership desired: Regular ... Life
Check here whether Collector? ... Dealer? ... Dealer-Collector? ..
Other Society Affiliations?. .. TR & G
Do vou wish to Exchange with Members? Correspond?.
Do you wish to receive Circuits? Do you wish to enter material in Circuits?
Do you wish to write for BNA TOPICS? Subjects:

Applicant’s Signature

REFERENCES*

1. Name S

Address Ml

Connection in which you know him.................ooooo
2, Name.. ..

Address ... . . i e Hnmma

Connection in which you know him ...
PROPOSER ... : ... Membership No.
| have personally known Applicant for R
SECONDER .. — Membership No.

I have personally known Applicant for. .
* Any Applicant proposed and seconded by Members need not give references.

Approved by Membership Committee:

SCHEDULE OF FEES AND DUES

All Applicants must forward with their application for any type of membership the
one dollar fee. The "Amount to Remit” in the schedule below should accompany each
application for Regular membership. Application for Life Membership must be accom-
panied by the dues of $100.00

Application sent in during Admission Fee Dues Amount to Remit
January, February, March $1.00 $5.00 $6.00
April, May, June .. : 1.00 3.75 4.75
July, August, September 1.00 2.50 3.50
October, November, December 1.00 1.25 2.25*

* Applicants may elect to include $5.00 dues for following year.
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THE WHAT, WHY AND WHEN OF

PRIVATE TREATY

Private Treaty is the offering of a unit, whether a rarity, a special-
ized collection or a complete holding at a specific price. What purpose
does it serve?

Firstly, in the case of a specialized collection, it permits its transfer
without the loss of the continuity and information contained within it.

Secondly, in all cases it permits a sale to be consummated far
quicker than is possible at auction.

Thirdly, it permits the vendor to know the figure at which his collec-
tion will be sold without the so-called “risk” of selling at auction.*

There’s a lot to be said for Private Treaty, especially when it is
planned and organized by Harmer’s, who know international market
values.

How about you, as the vendor?

If we have appraised the collection correctly (and we have the
knowledge and experience to do this) and the collection sells privately in
line with our recommendations, you should, by reason of the lower
commissions charged, finish up a few percent and several months ahead.

How about you, as the buyer?

On the same reckoning, by reason of the lower commissions
charged to the vendor you should have bought the collection at, or a
fraction below auction levels, without the trouble, delay and, sometimes,
disappointment.

How about us, as the agents (after all we are philatelists not
philanthropists!)?

Expenses for selling privately are lower, so we are just as satisfied
to take a lower commission with less work.

Nobody loses. Nice idea Why not try it?

H. R. HARMER, INC.

Private Treaty Department
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) PL. 7-4460

*We think so little of the “risk” that we have a Guarantee Plan to protect
the seller through auction, available at a very nominal rate.
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QUALITY

It has always been true as a generalization that buying phila-
telic items which appear to be bargains is a losing proposition for
a collector of discrimination. The same remark applies to a dealer

of discrimination.

In stamps, as in other fields, rare and attractive pieces have
always been in demand, and have brought relatively high
prices. From time to time, an exceptional item is sold cheaply
owing to a lack of appreciation, financial strictures etc., but in
the broad spectrum of purchasing rare stamps such incidents will

be isolated.

If a beautiful looking classic imperforate of a popular
country is offered at a quarter catalogue there is almost sure to be

a “catch”.

The hazards are many and if one is not his own expert it is
only normal prudence and common sense to pay for the services
of a competant authority in the field in question. This situation is
certainly more true today than ever before, with extreme compe-
tition, high prices and dangerous traps for the unwary and

uninformed.

For a phenomenal philatelic piece, what seems an enormous
price today has a habit of appearing very reasonable in ten years
time. It is the norml copy which appears to remain at about the

same level, since a sophisticated buyer either shuns it, or is aware

that he can shop around for it.

ROBERT W. LYMAN
P.O. Box 299
Marblehead, Massachusetts




THE C. P. deVOLPI AUCTIONS

OF CANADA COVERS

FALL 1965 AUCTION OCTOBER 27-28
3 Vols. Canada to U.S.A,
3 Vols. Canada to Great Britain
1 Vol. Straight-line Postmarks
WINTER 1966 AUCTION JANUARY 26-27
1 Vol. Canada to Foreign
2 Vols. Domestic Rates
1 Vol Soldiers Letters
2 Vols. Quebec Stampless
2 Vols. Kingston and Hamilton
SPRING 1966 AUCTION APRIL 13-14
5 Vols. New Brunswick Stampless
5 Vols. Nova Scotia Stampless
1 Vol. Prince Edward Island
2 Vols. Railway and Steamship Covers
3 Vols. Telegraph Covers
SUMMER 1966 AUCTION JUNE 15-16
3 Vols. U.S.A. to Canada
7 Vols. Great Britain to Canada
4 Vols. Foreign to Canada
1 Vol. Canada to France and reverse
1 Vol Express and Local Covers
FALL 1966 AUCTION OCTOBER 19-20
33 Vols. Upper and Lower Canada
town postmarks all stampless
4 Vols. Directional markings, Official

Covers, Postmasters Franks, etc.

This 86 Volume Collection is much the best study of our Postal History

from the early 18th Century pre-stamp covers to the end of the 1%9th

Century. While the first Session of each Sale will be entirely deVolpi's,

other properties both General and Specialized will be included in the
other Sessions.

lllustrated Catalecgs Available a month before Sales
SUBSCRIPTION to all Catalogs and Prices Realized—$5.00
J. N. SISSONS LIMITED

59 WELLINGTON ST. WEST — TORONTO 1, CANADA
PHONE Area Code 416—EMpire 4-6603 CABLES: SISTAMP, TORONTO




