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PLATE PROOFS 

# 1-9 black engraver's die proofs 
Design 13 and 15 

COVERS 
Scott No. 154 and 198 block, 
C3, C3a 

IMPERF PAIRS 
C13-14-15-16-17 

FULL SHEETS: 
No. 160 (25}; No. 249 (1 00); 
No. 252 (1 00) 

BLOCKS: 
No. 31 (corner Bl-6); 127, 131-7, 
140-1-2, 145-8, 151, 169, 183-
91, 208, 211, etc., all mint. 

For the most part, only one of each available. 
Send your request NOW. ALL VERY FINE. 
SERVIC!>; ON APPROVAL. WHAT OTHER 

NUMBERS DO YOU NEED? 
I answer every letter and your WANT LIST 

will brlna results. 

CHARLES A. MANN 
P.O. BOX 1704, RENO, NEVADA 

CANADA and FOREIGN 

UP TO 1930 

IT'S OUR SPECIALTY 
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JULIARD 
--Est. 1889 --
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JULIARD'S CLASSICS 1958 

The sole richly illustrated price Ust of 

very fine 19th Century. 

AS FOR A FREE COPY TO: 

A. S. JULIARD, Narberth, Pa.,· U.S.A. 

THE CANADA STANDARD PLATE BLOCK CATALOGUE 

Third Edition, 1957 

IS NOW BEING DISTRIBUTED 

Completely revised. Hundreds of price changes and additions. A wealth 
of information on colors, quantities printed, marginal imprints, etc. 

Prices are net, and accurately reflect today's market values. Highest 
praise has been received from leading Canadian dealers, and collectors 
everywhere. This is the ONLY AUTHORITATIVE work of its kind ever 
published! 

ORDER TODAY 
Before limited edition is sold out 

Price $2.00 postpaid 

STANLEY STAMP COMPANY, LTD. 
877 Hornby Street Vancouver 1, B.C. Canada 
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THE EDITOR'S MAILBAG 

ll\l.lc: '59 IN USED BLOCKS 
Noticing a most interesting "Phila­

tely and Historical Research" article 
by P. J. Hurst in a recent issue of 
BNA TOPJCS, it occurred to me 
that our readers may be Interested 
to learn of this cover (see photo) 
which bears a block of eight together 
with a lone Beaver (to make the 
registered overweight rate). It is 
dated very clearly GUELPH, CW, 
22 Nov 1861 and Is addressed to 
Mr. James Beck, Nanaimo, VAN­
COUVER ISLAND. 

When demolishing an old house in 
Nanaimo in the summer of 1930, this 
cover (which contained a deed to 
property in Guelph), bricked up in a 
secret chamber in the chimney, came 
to light. 

It naturally caused quite a sensation at the 
time, those who thought they knew, those who 
placed fantastic values on it and yet again those 
who sought to acquire It as reasonably as possible, 
sent . the owner's hopes and asperallons sky high, 
resulting in his refusal, for several months, to con­
sider its sale at any price. 

However, after several "special trips" to Nanaimo 
the writer succeeded in acquiring It, making the 
finder, an Italian demolition contractor, and yours 
truly feel mighty satisfied with life. Incidentally, 
I often wonder from which of the two--the illusive 
chase or the ultimate acquisition- one derives the 
greater "kick,.! 

G. P. Balnbrldae (BNAPS 809) 

$1 GOVT. PLATE BLOCKS LOST 
In early April of 1957 a lot of about $300 mostlY 

in matched sets of plate blocks, all plate 1, Scott 
032, Totem "G" Official stamp, were stolen from 
the mails while being sent insured to a Hamilton, 
Ont., dealer, Mr. J. L. Schwarz. These were all the 
obsolete plates and were prior to the reprinting of 
this plate by the government-the overprint "G" is 
thus the original, which Is finer and thinner than the 
one used at present on plate 1 of these stamps. 

Should anyone have been offered or have pur­
chased any of these stamps in the past six months 
with original overprint, we would appreciate it If 
you would contact us or the Postal Investigations, 
GPO, Toronto, Ont., Canada. All replies will be 
kept in strict confidence and be held without obli­
gation should you have purchased some of these 
stamps. The important thing is to try and trace 
who stole the stamps so this will not happen again 
to other collectors and dealers. It is only with the 
whole-hearted co-operation of others that we can 
eliminate this sort of thing. Please help if you have 
any knowledge, however small, of this matter. 

W. J ackson. 
For: Canada Stamp Co., 
33 Pheasant Rd., Willowdale, Ont. 

ENJOYED ARTICLE 
I enjoyed very much the article in TOPICS for 

Juty-August on the British-American Bank Note 
Company, and the lllustratlons were most attrac­
tive. 

J. Millar Al lan (BNAPS 996). 
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SPECIALlSTS SOCIETY EXHIBIT 
The Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada has 

been invited to put on a philatelic exhibition at 
the Royal Ontario Museum (Toronto) on Nov~ber 
9 to 17. As you probablY know, the P.S.S. is the 
youngest of our national societies but already In­
cludes many of the most advanced collectors in this 
country. As only two members are included who 
have the same specialty, you can readily see that 
an exhibition put on by this group will be well di­
versified. Many of the exhibits are already in the 
hands of the committee and I can assure you that 
the quality of material shown will be the finest to 
be seen in this city since CAPEX in 19~1. 

As many of our BNAPS members should be in­
terested in seeing this show, it might be worth 
noting the date in an early issue of TOPICS. 

G. S. Wegg (BNAPS 308) 

VARIETIES ON lc REGISTRATION 
Members who specialize in 19th century postage 

will be pleased to hear of two varieties I have on 
the 2c Registration stamp. 

The first stamp is orange on THIN PAPER, and 
is perf. 12x12~. It has the rather common variety 
of complete doubling of the right outer frame line, 
and intermittent doubling of the lower outer frame 
line. The stamp has a black cork cancel, and is 
centered to the upper left. There is a guJde dot in 
the lower centre selvedge. 

The second stamp is orange on THIN PAPER, 
and is perf. 12x12. It has the rather common 
variety of complete doubling of the right outer 
frame line, and intermittent doubling of the lower 
outer frame line. The stamp has a blue cork 
cancel, and Is centered to top centre. There is a 
horizontal perforation gulde in the lower left 
selvedge and a gulde dot in the lower centre 
selvedge. 

I would be very pleased to hear from any mem­
bers who might have additional information on 
these varieUes. 

P. D . van Oudenol (BNAPS 684) 

SQUARED CIRCLE 'FORERUNNERS' 
I should like to confirm from a copy in my col­

lection the observation of Mr. J. Millar AJlan in 
the March issue of TOPICS, that the wording ONT. 
appears at the base instead of the usual '92' on 
the Seaforth postmark. 

Allan F . Judd (BNAPS 751) 
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E. A. SMYTHIES, F.R.P.S.l. (BNAPS 1440) 

DUPLEX OF MONTREAL 

MONTREAL, like its great rival Toronto, during the 40 years 1860-1900 
went in for large numbers of duplex hammers but, unlike Toronto, it 

stuck chiefly to standard types, and eschewed the bizarre and fancy varieties 
for which Toronto is distinguished. Despite this, a detailed study of the various 
duplex hammers of Montreal, if not so spectacular as for Toronto, is still full of 
philatelic interest, as I will endeavor to show in this article. 

The first order for duplex hammers from Berri of London-No. 38 of 23 
Feby 1860-included four hammers for Montreal, two with 'AM' and two 
with 'PM'. This order makes it clear that these indicia were not moveable or 
transferable, as is customary with indicia generally, but part of the original 
design of the hammers, and as fixed as the name 'Montreal'. Furthermore, a 
careful study of impressions of these hammers suggests that each was cut sep­
arately by band, so each differs somewhat and can be distinguished from the 
others. An accurate tracing of any one superimposed on any of the others shows 
this clearly; it is a misfit and the details cannot be made to coincide adequately 
all over. One 'AM' hammer, in fact, is obviously different since it bas 12 bars in 
the killer instead of 13 (vide figs. 1, 2). Presumably such trifles did not worry 
Berri, nor the postal authorities for that matter! An examination of large num­
bers of these early Montreal duplex suggests that the 'AM' variety is much rarer 
than 'PM'. They all show the letters 'CE' at base of daters, and were in con­
tinuous use until1868 or later. 

By 1871 (or perhaps earlier) two new 'PM' hammers were in use, with the 
letters 'CE' and 'MONTREAL' visibly larger (vide fig. 3). Whether these were 
made to replace hammers that were worn out, or to cope with increasing work, 
is not known. Nor is it known if similar 'AM' hammers were made at the same 
time; they have not been observed to date, but this does not prove they don't 
exist. 

About the same time another important change was made. It is evident 
that the simple time marks 'AM' and 'PM' were becoming inadequate to cope 
with the increased work and increasing number of clearances daily. And so a 
new set of hammers was made, the 'AM' and 'PM' being replaced by numbers. 
To date, five of these numbers have been found on Montreal duplex up to 1876, 
Nos. 1, 5, 7, 8 and 10, and the tracing method bas indicated that there were 
two (possibly more) hammers of some of them. One of the No. 10 hammers 
shows an interesting variety with distinct strong traces of a double circle (vide 
fig. 4). Colonel Duncan McLellan has shown that these numbers were not 
'clerks' numbers', as they were considered originally, but time marks in a more 
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detailed fonn. The fact that there were at least two of several, and none (ap­
parently) of other numbers, 2 or 3 or 4, etc., strongly supports this view, and 
taken in conjunction with the scarcity of the original 'AM', we may take it they 
probably show clearances at 1PM, 7PM and lOPM, etc. The letters 'CE' in the 
dater still occur. 

The next change which occurred, in 1876, was the alteration of the letters 
'CE' to 'QUE'. It is difficult to understand why this change was delayed so long, 
since standing instructions were given to Berri to make the change in 1867, 
immediately after Confederation. In 1876 also occurred a change in the killer, 
which had hitherto had 13 thin bars (in one case 12 bars as previously men­
tioned) and now appeared with 11 thicker bars (vide fig. 5). This is the first 
Montreal duplex hammer recorded in the large proof book in the Philatelic 
Foundation, New York. 

Further changes occurred in 1879. The first of these shows an interesting 
departure in the indicia- instead of a bare number '7' or '10' etc., we find for 
the first time an exact '5 P.M.', i.e. '5' above the date and 'PM' below, so that 
the year now disappears (vide fig. 6). This was to be the standard method for the 
next 12 years. The other innovation, which also became standard, was a change 
in the dater from Type I (partial outer circle) to Type II (complete outer circle) 
(vide fig. 7). 

Although the manufacturers of postal cancellation instruments who com­
piled the proof book in the Philadelic Foundation-the P.F. book, for short­
were kept busy, there is a curious hiatus in the record of Montreal duplex im­
pressions until 1888, but a large number of new duplex hammers were brought 
into service between 1881 and 1888, which are not recorded in the P.F. book. 
In 1881, the letters 'QUE' in the dater were altered to 'CANADA', and there 
are two sizes, large and small, while the bars in the killer were altered from 11 
thick to 13 thin or medium bars (vide fig. 8). The time marks increased consid­
erably, most hours between '1PM' and 'lOPM' being recorded, and the tracing 
test shows there were two or more hammers for several of them. How many 
hammers in all were made during the hiatus, and where they were made, is not 
known at present. 

The P.F. book records a number of new hammers in 1888, which include 
killers with 12 and 13 thin bars, and also with 9 and 10 thick bars (vide fig. 9). 

The final change occurred in 1891-96 when instead of time marks of '5PM', 
'lOPM', etc., these became high numbers from 10 to 24 above the date, and the 
year below (vide fig. 10). These so-called 'clerks' numbers' were evidently exact 
hours on the 24-hour clock. The numbers 1 to 5 are either extremely rare or non­
existent. These high number duplex hammers continued in use until 1896 (or 
longer) on an extensive scale, which no doubt explains why the squared circle 
hammers are so scarce for Montreal-as Dr. Whitehead has recorded. 

An interesting point was established by tracing tests. In this early (1870-75) 
period different numbers had different hammers and were not found on the 
same hammer. This suggests that the numbers were fixtures (as with the 'AM' 
and 'PM' of the original Berri hammers of 1860-70), a wasteful method limiting 
the use of a hammer to a short period in the day. In the later (1891-96) period, 
on the other band, more than one high number is found on the same hammer, 
and also the same high number is found on more than one hammer. This clearly 
suggests both that the numbers were changeable in the usual indicia fashion 
(and so not limiting the use of a hammer to a particular hour) and also that 
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there were several of these hammers. It is only reasonable that for such a busy 
and important centre as Montreal in the 1890's, there must have been a num­
ber of hammers with changeable numbers that could be moved along with the 
24-hour clock, and tracing tests prove this. 

While the squared circles to a great extent replaced duplex during much of 
the 1890's, the duplex generally staged a come-back in or around 1900 when 
the squared circles were given up; for some reason Montreal did not share in 
this come-back, and no new types of duplex have been recorded for Montreal 
at the tum of the century, although quite a number came later. , 

I mentioned in the opening of this article that Montreal "stuck chiefly to 
the standard types", of which a comprehensive survey has now been made. But 
there are two exceptions, as two abnormal types are recorded in the P.F. book. 
One of these has a circular killer with 8 thick bars enclosing the word 'MONT­
REAL' (vide fig. 11). Similar duplex killers were made at the same time (1880) 
for Toronto and Quebec, which however are not recorded in the P.F. book (see 
Jarrett, page 439). The other had an oval killer with 16 thin horizontal bars 
enclosing No. 2 in a diamond (vide fig. 12). A very similar hammer was made 
also for Toronto, but with 14 bars and No. 1, and both had the unusual indicia 
No. 12. The purpose of these picturesque cancels is not known, but they are 
undoubtedly rare. The illustration may not be strictly accurate, being made 
from a written description of the P.F. book impression, but should give as fair 
an idea of its appearance as an artist's drawing of a Pterodactyl. 

Jarrett (page 578) gives a list of seven "street" and sub-offices for Montreal 
in 1900, but to date only one of them-St. Catherines Street Centre--has been 
recorded with a duplex hammer of the standard pattern for the period, with 
nine thick horizontal bars in the circular killer. In this-as in so many other 
ways-Montreal forms a striking contrast to Toronto, which had dozens of 
duplex cancels for its numerous street and sub-offices. 

In a short Appendix to this article, the different Montreal duplex are sum­
marised in a table for ready reference. It is not possible at present to fix the 
total number of duplex hammers used during the 40 years of this survey, but it 
is evident there must have been more than 30. (See page 202). 

This Appendix brings out clearly the sequence of changes as the years roll 
on, e.g., the letters 'CE' (1860-76) to 'QUE' (1876-1880) to 'CANADA' (from 
1881), or again indicia AM/ PM (1860-1872) to low numbers (1870-78) to 
2PM, 7PM etc. (1879-1890) to high numbers (1891 on). The number and 
thickness of bars in the killer follow no sequence, but vary irregularly, suggesting 
that the authorities could not make up their minds whether a larger number of 
thin bars or a smaller number of thick bars was the more efficient killer. 

* * * 
POSTSCRIPT • • • 

Since this article on "Duplex of Montreal" was written, yet another in­
triguing duplex, used in Montreal and elsewhere, has been established. It is 
evident that the labor-saving device of duplex was appreciated by some post­
masters, and that in some of the larger post offices there were insufficient duplex 
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hammers available. So, apparently, supplementary duplex were improvised, 
rather ingeniously, from separate daters and killers which were available. 

Every student of Canadian cancellations knows the common 2-ring target 
killer which was in widespread use in the 1880's, and also the universal circular 
dater, used both for despatching mail and receiving mail. Both are, of course, 
frequently found on different parts of a cover or card, i.e. used indepentantly, 
not as duplex. 

Member J. J. Bonar (No. 892) first drew attention to two identical strikes 
on one cover of a 2-ring target and a dater (Toronto 1880) spaced 4 mm. apart, 
and asked if this could possibly be a duplex. C. M. Chandler (No. 1374) then 
discovered a very similar cover with two identical strikes of Toronto. James P. 
Macaskie (No. 638) then reported similar strikes on blue postcards from 
Toronto and possibly Winnipeg, Montreal and Hamilton. Finally-or at least 
finally to date- W. M. Willcock (No. 995) sent a whole bunch of blue post­
cards with this interesting duplex cancel from Toronto, Winnipeg and Montreal. 

This evidence suffices to establish that this 2-ring target cancel was in fact 
used as a duplex in these three cities (and possibly elsewhere) but they differ 
from all other known duplex in one peculiarity. In duplex hammers, the killer 
was permanently fixed relative to the dater, normally at 3 o'clock. Even duplex 
with a very long life, such at the common Ottawa 'I' in 19 thin bars, or the 
freak 'House of Assembly' duplex (with killer at 6 o'clock)-both of which were 
used for at least 19 years--in all that long period showed no displacement of 
the two parts. But these 2-ring target duplex show continual shifting! Thus the 
Toronto strikes show the killer at 12, 3, 6 and 8 o'clock, and the Winnipeg 
strikes show all positions between 2 and 5 o'clock (but the distance apart re­
mained constant). Mr. Bonar has suggested that "the dater was screwed into 
position, and might end up at any angle to the killer". 

There is no record of these curious duplex in the P.F. book, and the evidence 
suggests that they were made locally by enterprising postmasters from separate 
daters and killers available, to supplement their supply of duplex hammers, but 
the method of attachment was clearly different to the regular hammers. All 
copies so far recorded are dated between 1880 and 1882, which suggests that 
these improvised duplex were not in use very long. Two examples, from Montreal 
and Toronto, are illustrated below. 

I hope the publication of this note will encourage others members to search 
for and record (if found) further examples of this intriguing duplex, which­
rather surprisingly-has never been recorded before! 
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A P PEN DI X 
Duplex of Montreal. 1860-1900. 

Number and 
Serial Approx. Type of Dater Indlela Type of BIIJ'Ii lllus. 
No. Dales and Leiters In Killer No. 

RemiU'ks 

1 a and b 186,0,·68 I ,c, E PM 13 thin 1 2 hammers 
2 a and b AM (12 " 2 2 hammers 

(13 .. 
3 1870-72 " PM 13 " 3 Larger letters 
4 a, b, etc. 1872-76 " 1, S, 1, 10 etc. 13 " 4 Several hammers 

----------·r---------r----------·r----------r----------1·-------r S a, b, etc. 187~77 I qpE 7, 1~'< etc. 13 medium - Several hammers 
6 11 thick S In PF Book 
7 (1879-86) " 5 PM etc. 11 thick 6 No year 1n dater 

--8--------·I---1-8-79----I---I-I-~~U~E~-I------7--~-I--1-1_t_h_Jc-k---I·---_----·I -In~P~F~Book 

9 (1880) 7 PM etc. " 7 No year in dater 
---------l--------l--------l---------l--------- l-------l----

(1881-91) II CANADA 8 AM S PM 13 tbln or 8 [Several hammers 10 a, b, c 
etc. etc medium Small size 

(1883-91) " "· " - arge size 11 
12 
13 
14 

(1888) " " 12 " - In PF Book 
(1888) " 12, 8 PM 10 thick 9 " " . 
1888 H 3 9 U - H H 

}~ ~ 1891-96 " 12 to 24 g tl}}n lO ~Several hammers 

--~-----l--------l--------l---------l---------1-------l 
17 1880 II QUE 10 8 thick with 11 In PF Book 

MONTREAL 
18 1881 II CANADA 12 16 thin with '2' 12 

in diamond 

Dater Type 1- ParUal outer circle; II-Complete outer circle. 
Dates in parentheses do not appear in the dater. 
PF Book-Proof book in the Philatelic Foundation, New York. 

COL. DUNCAN McLELLAN (BNAPS 906) 

BARRED CIRCLE POSTMARKS OF 1892. 

THE 'barred circle" postmark is well 
known in general and the following de­

tails will help to bring the story up to date. 
The handstamps were all made individually 
and the circles vary from 26 to 27lh mm. 
in diameter. The bars also vary in length 
and there are two main types of set-up. 
HALIFAX, N.S., HAMILTON, MONT­
REAL, OTIAWA, ST. JOHN, N.B., and 
WINNIPEG all have the town name fol­
lowed by CANADA round the upper part 
of the circle and the year as '92' at the bot­
tom. The centre is occupied by four thin 
and two thick Jines of varying length. The 
month letters and day date followed by 
time indicia are centrally placed on one line 
between the thick, innermost bars. 

1 Col. McLennan has coined a new title for these 
markings which Is perhaps more apt than "For~ 
runners to the Squared Circles" which they have 
been called by other writers in this maaazlne. 
However, take your choice! 
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In the LONDON and TORONTO hand­
stamps the lettering is narrower so that the 
town name and Canada do not extend so 
far round the upper part of the circle and 
the space is filJed by the lower two thin and 
one thick line bars which are lengthened 
until they almost reach the outer ring. The 
month, day, time and year indicia are as 
before. 



SEAFORTH differs from the general run 
in having the town name round the upper 
part of the circle and ONT at the bottom in 
place of the year. The month, day and year 
indicia are all placed on one central line 
and there is no time indicium. 

The following list gives the earliest and 
latest recorded dates of use and the known 
time marks, which are not complete. In­
formation about other time markings will 
be appreciated. 

Halifax. Ja 22-0c 31, 92. AlO, A12, lA, 
Pl, P2, P3, SP, P6, 6P, Pll, P12. 

Hamilton. Ja 22-Jy - , 92. llA, 4P, P4, 
SP, 6P, P6. 

London, Ap 18-My 27, 92. P2. 
Montreal. (See below). 
Ottawa. Ja 27-De 25, 92. Al, A2, A9, 

All, A12, 2P, P3, P4, P5, P6, PS, 8P, P9, 
PlO, lOP. 

Mr 8-18, or 20, 93. P3. 
St. John. Fe 4-0c 23, 92. A12, lP, 2P, P2, 

P3, P5, P6, P8, and 6N. 
Seaforth. My 19-De 14, 92. 
Toronto: Ja 29-Sp 16, 92. SA, 7A, lOA, 

lP, 2P, 3P, 4P, 5P, 6P, 7P, 8P. 
Winnipeg. Ja 26-No 3, 92. lOA, lP, 2P, 

SP, 6P and ::A. 
It will be seen that most of the hand­

stamps were brought into use during Janu­
ary 1892 and it may be that they all were. 
Judging by the extensive use of time marks 
the handstamps appear to have been in use 
throughout the day at their respective of­
fices but as strikes are not at all common 
they were probably reserved for some par­
ticular postal duty. 

MONTREAL presents a pretty problem. 
It is reasonable to consider that Montreal 
might have been issued with a barred 
circle handstamp in 1892, yet the earliest 
strike so far recorded is of FE 17, 94. 
From then until March of 1901 barred circle 
strikes are to be found on registered mat­
ter emanating from or passing through 
Montreal but only rarely as a cancellation 
on postage stamps. The writer has three 2c 
Numerals so cancelled and does not know 

of any other examples. A more surpnsmg 
fact, however, is that at least six different 
barred circle handstamps were in use at 
Montreal during the period of use of this 
type. The handstamps differ in several res­
pects but the easiest method of separating 
them is by measurement and the skeleton 
example shows how this may be done. 

Owing to the comparative scarcity of 
strikes of the different handstamps it has 
not been possible to compile a proper chro­
nology of their periods of use and the fol­
lowing listing, with time indicia, is merely 
presented as a starting-off list. The number­
ing of the handstamps is for present identi­
fication and may be revised as, it is hoped, 
information is forthcoming. Measurements 
are in millimeters and, as they are from 
strikes, may be disputed. 

H'stamp 
No. A B c D 
1 FB 17 94 9 9!--i 9 13 P2 
2 NO 29 94- 8!--i 

MR 8 99 
9!--i 9 IS AS, A9, All 

3 JL 23 97 .. 9Yi 8Yi 9 16 Pl 
4 MR2599 .. 7 14 6!--i 11 UA 
s FB 14 00 .. 9 8Yi 9'1-2 16 P12 
6 MR 13 Ot .. 9!--i 8Yi 9Yi 16Yi A tO 

It will be noticed that the time marks so 
far recorded cover the middle hours of the 
day, from AS to P2, except for P12, and it 
may be that a different handstamp was kept 
for each hour's mail, to avoid changing the 
time indicia hourly, but not enough material 
has been available to substantiate this 
theory. 

Some of the dates given above have been 
taken from the list already published by 
Dr. Whitehead. * 

SQUARED CIRCLE ROSTER 
An improved Form of Application for the Rosrer 

appears in this issue. Those eligible to apply (see 
TOPICS for May and June) and who have not 
already done so, are asked to complete this form 
and forward to Dr. A. Whitehead not later 
than the end of September. It is time that the 
project was proceeded with, so please attend to 
this. Be sure to include your list of missing towns, 
and list the towns in the order of the handbook; 
thls will help greatly. * 
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JACK WILSDON (BNAPS 1484) 

POST-WAR MILITARY POST OFFICES 
IN CANADA 

AFfER World War II, all of the Military Post Offices in Canada were closed, 
1-\. except for a few which were reclassified as RCAF Stations or as Army 
Camps. For example, on March 23, 1951, Trenton MPO 303 was redesignated 
as 'RCAF Station, Trenton'. Since the armed services' adoption of this new 
policy, 10 new MPO's have been established in Canada. Here is a list of these 
offices: 

100 Saint John, New Brunswick 
200 Valcartier, Quebec 
201 RCAF Station, Lachine Quebec 
300 North Bay, Ontario 
333 Ottawa, Ontario 
400 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
500 Wainwright, Alberta 
501 White Horse, Y.T. 
502 Claresholm, Alberta 
503 Grand Centre, Alberta 
For convenience, I am dividing these 10 post-war offices into four groups: 

A,B, C and D. 

GROUP A: 100. Saint John, New Brunswick 
This military office is perhaps better known as Camp Gagetown, Canada's 

huge new army training ground in central New Brunswick. Ideally suited for 
large-scale operations, this camp provides an unusually varied assortment of 
terrain. During the summer of 1954, the cancel illustrated by figure No. 1 was 
in use. The following two summers saw the use of illustration No. 2 from June 1 
to September 6, 1955, and from May 7 to August 17, 1956, during which time 
troop training was carried out. 

GROUP B: 200 .. Valcartier, Quebec 
300 North Bay, Ontario 
400 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
500 Wainwright, Alberta 
501 White Horse, Y.T. 
502 Claresbolm, Alberta 
503 Grand Centre, Alberta 

Offices 200 and 501 are no longer active. The office at Valcartier, Quebec, 
was opened on July 3, 1951, and was closed out on April 19, 1953, while that 
at Whitehorse, Y.T., had a much shorter life--from January 1, 1952, to May 22 
of the same year. MPO 200 was used for the 27th Canadian Infantry Brigade 
Group which concentrated at Camp Valcartier. The purpose of MPO 501 was 
for mail facilities supplied to the troops engaged in 'Exercise Beaver'. 

204 • BNA TOPICS 



R 

2 

5 

M.P. 0 . 100 
SAINT JOHN, N. 8. 

, No. 

7 

9 10 

REGISTERED 
No. RCAf, 

12 

R 
3 

MPO 503 
Grand Centre Alta. 

No. 

6 

4 

---M.P 0. 300--­
===NORTH BAY- ONT. === 

8 

M.P.0.201 R.C.A.t: STN. 
LACHINE. ~. Q. R No. 

11 

=M.P.0 .20JR.C.A.F. STN.= 
LAC HINt· P. 0. 

13 

A cancellation similar to figure No. 3 is, or has been, used by the seven 
above MPO's, except MPO's 500 and 501, whose cancels are illustrated in 
figures No.4 and 5. All of the styles of lettering in most of the registration mark­
ings are different, and the two extremes are illustrated in figures No. 6 and 7. 
Illustration No. 8 shows a typical roller cancel. An unusual postmark is shown 
by figure No. 9, the only one of its type that the author has seen. 
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15 

14 

M. P. 0. 333 N . 0. H. Q. 
OTTAWA. ONT. 

17 

18 

GROUP C: 201 RCAF Station, Lachine, Quebec 

19 

333 
16 

Drawings No. 10 to 14 inclusive are various markings seen in use from 
this office. The uniqueness of figure No. 12 prompted the writer to illustrate it. 

GROUP D: 333 Ottawa, Ontario 
The opening of this office took place on September 26, 1951. Illustrations 

No. 15 to 17 inclusive are the only markings that the author bas ever seen from 
this establishment. The postal tracing section at this office serves all three 
branches of the armed services (that is, army, navy and air force) as well as 
National Defence headquarters, all located in the capital city. 

In addition to the above four groups, I am creating one more, whose material 
is very similar to that of Group D. 

GROUPE: 
Drawings No. 18 and 19 are miscellaneous markings seen in use as back­

stamps. 

Aclmowledgements: 
A great debt of gratitude is owed to Lt.-Col. R. H. Webb for his invaluable 

assistance, both in supplying illustrations and information, and to many others 
who have contributed whole-heartedly. At this time I would like to pay special 
tribute to a fellow BNAPSer, Flying Officer Robert J . Bentley (No. 1229), who 
only recently was killed while serving in the defence of Canada. * 
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MAX ROSENTHAL (BNAPS 11 04l 

EARLY STREET AND DISTRICT 
CANCELLATIONS 

W HEN Canada first began to issue stamps, in 1851, its cities were not only 
few and far apart, but comparatively small in size. Literacy was not so 

high then, and business was just beginning to really expand, so in most cities 
one post office was sufficient. It was not until the early 1880's that Toronto, 
Ont., found it necessary to open branch post offices, to become the first city in 
Canada to do so. They were: Toronto North, located at the comer of Yonge St. 
and Carlton St.; Toronto East, at the comer of Queen St. East and Parliament 
St., and Toronto West, comer Queen St. West and Bathurst St. At that time the 
city limits enclosed a much smaller area. Nowadays, all of this area would be 
considered to be pretty well in central Toronto. The cancellations from these 
early branches are found in the straight-line type. 

C. F. WAITE (BNAPS 602) 

STREET CANCELLATIONS OF CANADA- ADDITIONS 

SINCE the article in TOPICS of February 1956, several collectors have kindly 
written and informed me of additional cancellations of this type. The additions 

are published here in order to make the record as complete as possible. 
MONTREAL 

Dorchester Street--Standard Type dated JY 15, 1892. 
Fullum Street- On King Edward 2c value. 
Ontario Street East--Standard Type on Small Queens. (This I inadvertently 

omitted previously; also noted by several correspondents.) 
St. Cath. St. W. Montreal with LCD as bottom of circle--Standard Type. 

OTTAWA 
King Street--Standard Type without outer circle; dated Nov. 22, 1894. 

TORONTO 
Bleeker Street--Standard Type dated Feb. 7, 1890, on 1c postcard; also on rose 

carmine dated Nov. 17, 1888. 
Carlton Street- Jarrett Type 368, on 2c Numeral. 
Clinton Street--Standard Type dated MR 21, 1946, on 14c Tank. 
Pape Avenue--Jarrett Type 368. 
Queen Street East-Jarrett Type 368. 
In addition to the "Streets" proper, there have been several other sub-post offices 

reported From Toronto there are Leaside Junction dated AP 23, 1897; Riverside 
Branch, which I erred in naming Riverside Beach; West Toronto Junction, standard 
type with no outer circle, dated Dec. 3, 1891; and Toronto P Depot. 

From Vancouver there are East End Branch and West End Branch. Union 
St. Stn. of Toronto, as reported by several correspondents, is fairly common. It is 
more properly classified with railway cancellations and was for this reason not 
listed with the "street" cancellations. I would like to know the signifiance of the 
Toronto cancellations, P Depot, S Depot and Y Depot, if anyone has this infor­
mation. 

I wish to thank the following philatelists for the information detailed above: 
J. J. Bonar, No. 892; J. Catterick, No. 647; C. M. Chandler, No. 1374; L. D. 
Howard, No. 1129; C. A. Kemp, No. 1393; M. Rosenthal, No. 1164; E. M. Smythies, 
No. 1440; A. Whitehead, No. 192. * 
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In 1886, the number of branch post offices in Toronto was expanded, and 
the directional names discarded in favor of street names. They were designated 
as the Bathurst Street, Bleeker Street, Carleton Street, Dundas Street, Queen 
Street East, and Spadina A venue post offices, and used the regular circular can­
cellations. The next year the James Street post office was opened in Hamilton. 

During the 1880's Toronto annexed the neighboring incorporated munici­
palities of Parkdale in the west, and Yorkville on the north, as well as unincor­
porated portions of surrounding York Township. At the end of this decade it 
was found necessary to set up four main branch post offices, each being given a 
number as well as a name. These are the numbers which appear in the well­
known duplex cancellations of the time, with the large circular town postmark at 
the left, and an enlongated oval of vertical bars enclosing the number in a circle, 
at the right. 

No. 1 was the main or general post office for Toronto; No. 2, Parkdale; No. 
3, Spadina Avenue; No. 4, Yorkville, and No. 5, Riverside Branch. This last 
branch seems to be the one that causes confusion among collectors. On the 
duplex cancellation it simply says 'Riverside'. However, all these branches also 
used the smaller regular-type circular postmarks, without the numbers at the 
side. On some of these can be seen 'Riverside B'cb', the second word being 
abbreviated to save space. Many collectors mistake it for 'Beach'. Again, when 
the final part of the name is missing, or obscure, some have thought it to be 
'River Street', but there was no such post office in Toronto. The Riverside 
Branch took care of that part of the city east of the Don River, which up to 
then had been served by the rural Leslieville post office. 

The other street post offices in Toronto became in effect sub-post offices, 
although not so called. In the 1890's, many more street and district post offices 
came into being in this city in addition to those listed above. They were: Bloor 
Street, Broadview A venue, Brockton, Clinton Street, Gerrard Street, North To­
ronto, Pape Avenue, Parliament Street, Peter Steet, Rusholme Road, St. Joseph 
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Street, Strachan Avenue, and York Street. There was also Lee Avenue post 
office, which had no money order service. One can deduce that post offices not 
selling money orders were smaller than others, so their cancellations should be 
scarcer. However, Parkdale branch bad none, either, to prove the unreliability 
of this deduction. It is a fact, though, that the Pape Avenue and Lee Avenue 
cancellations are among the rarest from Toronto, these post offices serving the 
eastern section of the city, which was as yet only thinly populated. 

Other large cities in Canada were also blossoming out with street and district 
post offices in the 1890's. Hamilton, for instance, added the Pearl Street and 
Steven Street post offices. 

Montreal, which previously had none, came out with no less than 14 post 
offices. They were: Chaboillez Square, Cherrier Street, Mount Royal A venue, 
Notre Dame Street West, Ontario Street East, Peel Street, Point St. Charles, 
Prince Arthur Street, St. Catherine St. Centre, St. Catherine Street West, St. 
Dennis Street, and St. Lawrence St. Ceo. Also included were Bellerive and 
Boulevard St. Denis, which sold no money orders. An unusual feature is that 
some offices used the older style small broken-ring cancellation, such as Chaboil­
lez Square and St. Denis Street. 

In Halifax, N.S., we find the Morris Street and Gottingen Street post offices. 
The former did not sell money orders, but it is the commoner of the two, never­
theless. Ottawa, Ont., had Bank Street and King Street post offices, but they are 
very rarely seen on cancellations. 

Away out on the west coast, Vancouver, B.C., was already large enough to 
have an East End Branch and a West End Branch. West End did not sell money 
orders and it is much scarcer, to confirm the rule, in this case. 

Coming back to the Toronto post offices, in 1894 the Gerrard Street office 
was changed to the Elm Street post office. Around this time the Carleton Street 
post office was abandoned, but only temporarily. In 1899 it was re-opened, but 
the 'e' had been dropped from the name, and it had become 'Carlton' Street. 
The former spelling was not an error, however, -as it was the original spelling 
for the name of this street. 

On the other hand, the spelling of the name of the 'Bleeker' Street post office 
was an error. It took until early in 1895 to correct the spelling by adding a 'c', 
to make it 'Bleecker' Street, as has been shown by means of dates on its famous 
squared circles. 

The street and district squared circle postmarks of Toronto and Montreal 
are admirably covered in Dr. Alfred Whitehead's handbook, so they need not be 
listed here. 

In the early 1900's more post offices were added, and more cities acquired 
them. Halifax opened the Dutch Village post office. It did not sell money orders, 

SEPTEMBER 1957 • 209 



but by this time Morris Street did. St. John, N.B., opened the Garden Street, Hay­
market Square, St. John North, St. John West, and Union Street offices. Quebec 
City came out with the Candiac, Limoilar and Sans Bruit post offices. Toronto 
added Queen Street Centre and Balmy Beach. 

Montreal really added to its list of post offices to include City Councillor 
Street, De Lorimier, Fuller Street, Leduc, Ontario Street Centre, Pare Lafon­
taine, Pare A venue, Roy Street, St. Gabriel de Montreal, St. Henri de Montreal, 
St. Jean Baptiste de Montreal, St. Jean de Ia Croix, and Villeroy. There was also 
Beaudoin Street, Bleury Street, St. Catherine St. East, St. Cunegarde, Vittoria 
Avenue, and Villeneuve, none of which sold money orders. Cherrier Street post 
office was changed to St. Louis Square, and the Bellerive, Notre Dame Street W. 
and Peel Street post offices disappeared. 

In those same early 1900's, Ottawa added Bank Street South, Le Breton 
Flats, Mount Sherwood, New Edinburgh and Stenarton. On the other hand, 
Hamilton dropped its post offices with street names, although it did acquire the 
Crown Point office. Winnipeg branched out into a few post offices: Fort Rouge, 
Inkster, Main Street North, Main Street South and Portage Avenue Centre. 
Vancouver lost its West End Branch, but gained the West Fairview post office. 
Not all the post offices in these cities were actually new, some having been in 
existence indepently, before the municipalities they ~erved were annexed. 

After 1900 a new policy was adopted by the Post Office Department of Can­
ada. The five numbers of the Toronto offices were dropped and the four branches 
lost their names. From then on, all main branch post offices in Toronto and else­
where were given letters of the alphabet as their designations, and were called 
'stations'. The York Street post office in Toronto disappeared shortly after this. 
After a few years, new sub-post offices which were established usually got num­
bers rather than street or district names, although this rule has not been consist­
ently followed, even in recent years. Those which already had names, kept them, 
and some still exist although not necessarily at exactly the same locations. 

Until this time, it would seem, all mail was cancelled at the office at which it 
was received, so it is not too hard to build up a collection of street and district 
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cancellations on stamps used up to that time. However,· since .then only regis­
tered mail has been cancelled at the sub-post offices, normally. Other mail was 
usually cancelled only at the branch post offices and, more recently, only at the 
main post office in each city. Originally, only street and district offices within the 
limits of each city were considered branches or sub-post offices, and included 
the name of the city in the cancellation. In the 1920's postal districts began to be 
set up around the larger cities, to include their suburbs within the local mailing 
areas. It was only then that the names of the cities were included in the post­
marks of suburban post offices outside the cities. * 

OFFICIAL SECTION 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

MONTHLY REPORT ••. 

From the Secretary 
JACK LEVINE, 325 LINK AVE., SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 

NEW MEMBERS 
1485 Carter, Fred, 2055 East 34th Avenue, Vancouver 16, British Columbia 
1486 Clem, Lt. Col. Wesley A., 19882 Times Avenue, Hayward, California 
1487 Dozier, R. L., 1102-20th Street, Huntingdon, West Virginia 
1488 Eley, John Henry, 365 Howard Avenue, Nanaimo, British Columbia 
1489 Kalinowski, Victor W., Route 3, Box 701, Albany Oregon 
1490 Moore, Ralph R., ISO Prospect Street, East Orange, New Jersey 
1491 Shave, Alec A., 6466 Sterling, Detroit 2, Michigan 
1492 Stanway, G. Edward, 11 Shelley Avenue, Valhalla, New York 
1493 Veale, Kenneth B., Box 206, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
1494 Weeks, Spencer, 407 University Avenue S.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 
1495 Wright, G. B., E 2 Norris Crescent, Toronto 14, Ontario 

1483 Sheerin, Samuel C., P.O. Box 743, Petrolia, Ontario 

August IS, 1957. 

(We are very sorry, but Mr. Sherrin's name and membership number were inadvertentlY omitted 
in the July-August listing or "New Members".) 

APPLI CATIONS FOR MEMBERSIDP 
(Objetlons must be filed with tbe Secretary within 15 days after month of publication) 

BILDEN, William 0., 200 Kasota Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. (D) CAN, NFD, PROV-19th and 20th 
century mint and used postage and blocks. Pre-stamp, stampless and territorial covers. Literature. 
SPECIALTY: Pembina Teritorial covers. Proposed by J. C. Cornelius, No. 1401; seconded by J. L. 
Norbeck, No. 71. 

BLACK, Eugene Charlton, 16 Ivy Rd., Belmont 78, Mass. (CX) CAN-19th and 20th century mint and 
used postage. O.H.M.S. Mint Airmails. SPECIALTY: Admirals. Proposed by W. H . Russell, No. 
587; seconded by W. T. Pollitz, No. 763. 

CLARK, Emerson A., 2957 No. Brighton St., Burbank, Calif. (CC) CAN, NFD-19th and 20th century 
mint and used postage. Squared circle covers. Coils. OHMS. Mint and used booklet panes and 
complete booklets. Mint, used and semi-official airmails and on cover. Postal stationery entires. 
Squared circle cancellations. Proposed by B. F. Milne, No. 1476. 

DEAN, Neville Byron, Electric AF/D Lighti:ng, USAF, Goose Bay, Labrador (CX) CAN- 20th century 
mint postage and blocks. Plate blocks. Coils. Mint booklet panes. Mint airmails. Literature. Flag, 
2-· and 4-ring numeral cancellations. SPECIALTY: Admirals. Postmarks on 3c Small Queen. Pro­
posed by H. Reiche, No. 783. 

HARRIS, Sidney 1., The Brows, Liss, Hants, England (C) N FD-19th and 20th century mint and used 
postage and blocks. Pre-stamp, stampless, 1st day, 1st flight and other covers. Plate blocks. Mint and 
used booklet panes and complete booklets. Federal revenues. Mint, used and semi-official air mails 
and on cover. Postal stationery entires. Proofs and essays. Proposed by R . Willan, No. 568. 

HARRISON, Horace W., Box 5780, Pikesville, Md. (CX) CAN, N.S. (on cover onty}-Used postage. 
Coils. OHMS. Used airmails and on cover. 2-ring and fancy cork canceUations. SPECIALTY: Large 
and Small Queens; Registration. Proposed by H. E. Reinhard, No. 298. 
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J-(£THERINGTON, Robert Bruce, Beedings Cottage, Gay St., Pulborough, Essex, England (CX) CAN­
Precancels. Postal stationerY entires and cut-squares. Literature. SPECI ALTY: Canadian precancels 
and precancelled statlonerr. Proposed by R. J. Duncan, No. 37. · 

JENKINS, G . Maynard, 610 Dwight Bldg., Kansas City S, Mo. (CX) CAN, NFD, N.S., P.E.I.-19th 
and 20th century mint postage. Mint booklet panes. Federal and provincial revenues Mint air­
malls. Postal stationery entires. Proposed by L. S. Holmes, No. 177. 

JENNINGS, H. I., 1937 Clermont, Denver, Colo. (C) CAN- General. Proposed by C. J . Jennings, No. 6S4. 
JOHNSTONE, Gene H ., Box 618, Highland, N.Y. (C) CAN-20th century used postage. Used airmails. 

Literature. Proposed by E. A. Richardson, No. 168. 
KLEIN, Fred B., 835 N . Wild Olive Ave., Daytona Beach, Fla. (CX) CAN, NFD- 19th and 20th century 

mint postage and blocks. 1st flight covers. Pre-stamp and stampless covers. Plate blocks. OHMS-G. 
Mint airmails and on cover. Postal stationery en tires. RPO cancellations. Proposed by G. P. Lewis, 
No. 506. 

MILLS, George R ., M.D., S3S Greenwood S.E., Grand Rapids 6, Mich. (CX) CAN, NFD, PROV- Mlnt 
and used postage. Stampless covers. Plate blocks. Colis. OHMS. Mint booklet panes. Precancels. Mint 
and used airmails. Postal stationerr entlres. Proofs. RPO and flag cancellations. SPECIALTY: Postal 
statlonecy. Proposed by E. Doner, No. 420. 

PEDERSON, Arvid P., 2S DesJardins Ave., Dundas, Ont. (CX) CAN-20th centurr mint and used 
postage. Plate blocks. SPECIALTY: Plate blocks. Proposed by C. R. McNeil, No. 649; seconded by 
J. W. Gardner, No. 1283. 

POLLOCK, John, 11142-70 Street, Edmonton, Alta. (CC) CAN-19th and 20th centurr mint and used 
postage and mint blocks. 1st day covers. Plate blocks. Mint and used alr malls. 2- and 4-ring numeral 
cancellations. Proposed by H. A. MacMaster, No. 484. 

RADFORD, W. R., 8300 Riverview Lane, Vancouver, Wash. (C) CAN-All phases, especially Large and 
Small Queens and pioneer air mails. Proposed by B. C. Blnks, No. 74; seconded by H. A. Mac­
Master, No. 484. 

RORKE, Willard, H.Q. Western Command, Edmonton, Alta. (CX) CAN- 19th century mint and used 
postage. 19th century covers. OHMS. Mint booklet panes and complete booklets. Precancels. RPO, 
territorial, flag, slogan, 2- and 4-ring numeral and cork cancellations. SPECIALTY: Small Queens. 
Proposed by E. A. Harris, No. 729; seconded by F. N. Harris, No. 1147. 

SMITH, Aubrey F., 16 Woodill St., Halifax, N.S. (CC) CAN, N.S., P.E.I.-19th and 20th century 
mint and used postage and blocks. Pre-stamp, stampless and other covers. Coils. OHMS. Mint booklet 
panes. Mint airmails. Literature. Proofs and essays. RPO, 2- and 4-ring numeral cancellations. Pro­
posed by G. C. Bauglld, No. 7S9; seconded by E. M. Blois, No. 673. 

WARNER, Donald R ., 219 Hillcrest Blvd., Millbrae, Call!. (CX) CAN, NFD, N.S.-19th and 20th 
centurr mint and used postage and mint blocks. Squared circle covers. Plate blocks. Coils. OHM5-G. 
Mint booklet panes. Mint airmails. Squared circle cancellations. Proposed by L. M. Ludlow Jr., 
No. 1465; seconded by D. G. Rosenblat, No. 1445. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
(Changes of address should be sent directly to the Secretary) 

645 BUiings, F. L. c / o Hoffmann-LaRoche Ltd., IS9 Bay St., Toronto, Ont. (from Vancouver) 
1414 Davis, George H., Media Lane RFD No. 3, Ridgefield, Conn. 
322 Guess, Arthur L. , 94 Natal Ave., Toronto 13, Ont. 

1369 LaFrance, Leo J ., 27 Underbill Rd., Ossining, N .Y. (from Knoxville, Tenn.) 
19S McDonald, F. Beattie, 278S Huggins St., Sub P.O. No. 2, Niagara Falls, Ont. 

1286 McKay, Walter G., 1932-27th Ave. S.W., Calgary, Alta. 
1481 Nicholson, Eric, Junior-Senior High School, Armstrong, B.C. (from Singapore, Malaya) 
1027 Watrous, John H ., 6 Boxwood Court, Trenton 8, N.J. 

995 Willcock, W. M. C ., 5020 MacDonald Ave., Apt. 304, Montreal 29, Que. 

DECEASED 
1294 Meehan, Edward J. , 70S-19th St. N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 

RETURNED MAIL 
(To be dropped from roDs unless Information received of present address) 

Dolbec, Paul H ., Box SOS, Quebec, Que. 
Jackes, Dr. H . L., 1826 W. King Edward, Vancouver, B.C. 
Lett, W. Ralph, 141 Coldstream Ave., Toronto, Ont. 
Sharreff, Colin, 221 West 23rd Street, No. Vancouver, B.C. 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, June 15, 1957 .................... ... ......... 947 

NEW MEMBERS, August IS, 1957 ..... .... .................... ... 11 

958 
DECEASED, August IS, 1957 .. ........ ......................... ..... 1 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, August 1S, 1957 

For Board of Governors: 1958-1960) 

OFFICIAL N OTICE 
FINAL N OMINATIONS 

JlllDes T. Culhane, Norristown, Pennsylvania 
Leslie A. Davenport, Toronto, Ontario 
Clllford R. Schuman, New York, New York 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS ACCOUNT - January 1, 19S6 to December 31, 1956 

BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1955 
Dues in Advance, 1956 .......... ........................... ..................... $ 213.35 
Dues in Advance, 1957 .. ............... ....................................... !l.SO 
Dues In Advance, Beyond 1957 ..... ........... .... ........... ........... 9.50 
Life Membership Fund .. ... ...... ..... ..... ........... .............. ..... ... .. 604.00 
Reserve for Bills Payable ........................... ... ................... ... 239.91 
General Funds on Deposit .............. ... ..... ...... ...... ................ 1275.34 

Total Funds on Deposit 
Topics Petty Cash Fund 

RECEIPTS 
Membership Dues, 19" 
Membership Dues, 1958 

Membership Dues, 195S (Paid in 1956) .......... ............... . 
Membership Dues, 1956 (Renewal) ............ ...... ............ ... . 
Membership Dues, 1956 (New Members) .................. ..... . 
Membership Fees, 1956 (New Members) ... .................... . 

Topics: 
Advertising, 1954 .... ................ ... ................................ . 
Advertising, 1955 .............. ....... ..... ................................. . 

Advertising, 1957 (In Advance) .. . 
Advertising, 1956 ............................................... . 
Sale of Back Issues ................. ..................................... .. . . 

Yearbook 1955, Advertising ..... ..... ..... ................... ............. . 
Yearbook 1956, Advertising ........... . ........ ............. . 
Pedin Handbook, Sales ............................. .... .................... . 
BNAPEX-55: Excess of Income over Expense ............... . 
FJPEX: Excess of Income over Expenses ..................... . 
Cuts for Advertiser's Account ............................ ... ............ . 

1955 Balance plus 1956 Receipts 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Topics: 

$2360.72 
26.56 

$ 122.80 
2.25 

6.00 
2381.87 
147.30 
71.00 

18.50 
111.15 

26.53 
470.48 
3l.S8 

29.00 
348.64 
103.79 
75.90 

3.56 
1l.S4 

Printing, December 1955 Issue .. .......................... .......... $ 220.91 
Postage, December 1955 issue .... .................. ..... ... .. ...... .. 19.00 

Printing, Ten issues of 1956 ..... .................. .................... . 
Cuts ................. ............... ............ ··········· ····················· 
Addressing and Mailing ........................................ ........... . 
Postage ......... ... ... ........................ ..................... .......... ......... . 
Miscellaneous ................... ....... ....•.......... ........... ................ . 
Stencils ................... ............................. .............................. . 
Envelopes .... .......... ..................... ............................ ... ......... . 
Stationery ............. .................. ............... . 

Yearbook: 
Printing ... ................... ............................... ~ ........ .......... ..... .. . 
Cuts ............................................... , ...... ................ .............. . . 
Postage and Mailing ... ................ .................. .................. . 

General Expenses: 
Postage ........... ............................... ........ ......... ... .................. . 
Stationery .... .................. ...................................... . 
Membership Cards .................................... ....................... . 
Statement Forms ........... .................... ............................... . 
Brochures of the Society ..................................... ............ . 
Premium on Fidelity Bonds .... ................... ..... .............. . 
Advertising .. ...... ..... ..... ... ..... .... . ........... ................... . 
Typing .. ........... ... ..... ..... ......... .......... ........................... ......... . 
Repair of Typewriter .. ....... ................. ........................... . .. 
Miscellaneous .... ............. ..... ................ ........ ....... . 

(Continued on next page) 

2071.98 
460.04 
98.44 

250.46 
13.06 
68.21 

107.80 
36.52 

365.56 
32.15 
34.19 

204.45 
46.37 
27.24 
14.04 
48.40 
45.00 
10.00 
12.00 
15.00 
13.08 

$2387.28 

$ 125.05 

2606.17 

189.65 

26.53 

502.06 

29.00 
348.64 
103.79 
75.90 

3.56 
1l.S4 

$64.09.17 

$ 239.91 

3106.51 

431.90 

435.58 

$4113.90 
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DISBURSEMENTS-Continued 

Brought Forward ..................... ... . 

Library ... ..... ... ....................... ......... ........ ..... ............................. . 
Membership Cards and Statements for 1957 (Advance) 
Forms for Sales Circuit (Treasury to be reimbursed) .. 
BNAPEX·S7 Cacheted Env. (Treas. to be reimbursed) 

Total Disbursements ........ ........... . 
Funds on Deposit ........................ .. 
Topics Petty Cash Fund ............ .. 

Total .............................................. . 

100.00 
84.17 
23.2S 

8.8S 

STATEMENT OF OPERATfONS - Year 1956 
INCOME 

Membership Dues, 19SS (Paid In 19S6) ........... ............... .. 
Membership Dues, 1956 (Renewal) ............ ........... .......... . 
Membershlp Dues, 1956 (New Members) ................... .. 
Membership Dues, from Ute Membershlp Fund .......... .. 
Membership Fees (New Members) .................................. .. 

Topics: 
Advertising .............................. ... ........ .......... ................... ... . 
Sale of Back Issues ........ ................................................. . 

Yearbook, Advertlslng .................................................... .. 
Perlin Handbooq, sale of book8 ..................................... . 
Accounts Receivable: 

Topics Advertlstng .... ........... .............. .. ........................... .. 
Yearbook Advertising ....................................................... . 
Dues in Abeyance ...... ................................................... .. 

FIPEX, Excess of Income over Expenses ...................... .. 

Total Income ............................... . 
Deficit In 19S6 ................ ...... . 

Total .............................................. . 

EXPENSES 

$ 6.00 
2598.22 

147.30 
S7.00 
71.00 

477.60 
31.58 

348.64 
SUI 

141.S6 
so.oo 
3.00 

3.56 

Topics, as per Receipts and Expenses Account ................................ .. 
Yearbook, as per Receipts and Disbursements Account ................ .. 
General Expenses, as per Receipts and Disbursements Account .. .. 
Library, as per Receipts and Disbursements Account .................... .. 
Typewriters (2), Final Amortlzatlon ....................................... .. .. .. 
Bills Payable: 

Topics-Address a.nd Mail December 19SS Issue ........................... . 

BALANCE SHEET (As of 12/ 31/ 56) 

$4113.90 

100.00 
84.17 
23.25 

8.85 

$4430.17 
1882.21 

96.79 

$6409.17 

$2879.52 

509.18 

348.64 
81.51 

194.S6 

3.S6 

$4016.97 
110.87 

$4127.84 

$3106.51 
431.90 
43S.S8 
100.00 
38.75 

1S.10 

$4127.84 

ASSETS LIABILITIES 
Funds on Deposit ................ ........................ .. 
Topics Petty Cash Fund ............................. . 
PerOn Handbook (custody of agent) ....... . 
Accounts Receivable: 

Topics, Advt. 1n 1955 ............................. . 
Topics, Advt. In J9S6 ............................ .. 
Yearbook, Advt. 1n 195S ....................... . 
Yearbook, Advt. 1n 19S6 ...................... .. 
Dues in Abeyance ................................... . 
Prepaid General Expenses .... .. .............. .. 
Sales Circuit Forms .... .................... ........ .. 
BNAPBX-57 Cacheted Envelopes ....... . 

$1882.21 
96.79 
10.96 

4.00 
141.56 

3.SO 
so.oo 
7.SO 

84.17 
23.2S 

8.25 

$2312.79 

Dues In Advance, 19S7 ........ ....................... . 
Dues in Advance, 19S8 .............................. .. 
Dues In Advance, 1959 ............................... . 
Topics: Advt. In Advance .......................... .. 
Topics: Mail Dec. 195S lssue .................. .. 
Life Membershlp Fund .......... ................... . 
Surplus: 

As of 12/ 31/ 55 ........................ $1687.48 
Less 1956 Deficit .................... 110.87 

$1S76.61 

$ 135.80 
8.15 
3.00 

26.S3 
1S.10 

547.00 

1576.61 

$2312.79 

W. C. PETERMAN, Treasurer. 

The Society's books were audited through the courtesy of Arthur J. Dean (SNAPS 119) and the above 
report is in accordance with this audit. 
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Classified Topics 
Reserved for Members of BNAPS 

RATES-2 cents per word per Insertion; 500 
words to be used os desired, $B 00. 

COPY for Classified Topics should be sent to 
Gordon P. Lewis, 37 Eldomor Ave., Bramp· 
ton, Ont., to arrive before the 15th of the 
month previous to publication dote. 

FOR SALE 

UNCUT POSTCARDS, sheets of B. 4c overprint 
King George, $1.20; 4c overprint Queen EliJ:a­
beth, $1.20; 2c Queen, 50c; set of three, $2.75; 
singles 40c. Postpaid . Send wa nt list plate 
blocks, mint, used, 1949, etc. Ma rcel Belanger, 
4B11 Colonial, Montreal, P.Q. 149-11 

FINE USED CANADA collections. 30 diff. over· 
printed Officials, $1.50; 30 diff. Coils (Gea. V­
Eliz. II) $1.50; 65 diff. Commems. and Pictor· 
iols, $1 .50. (Any two at $2.75 or all three at 
$4.00). W. C. Mc:Ciammy, Rocky Point, N.C., 
U.S.A. 149-tf 

BETTER CANADA. Sets, singles, mint blocks. 
Send want lists (with references) . H. G. 
Saxton, 139 Twelfth Ave., N.E., Calgary, 
Alta. , Canada. (98tf) 

CANADA, British Empire. Wont lists please. 
E. K. Allen, 240 Spring Garden Road, 
Halifax, N.S., Canada. 

WANTED 

SQUARED CIRCLES WANTED for cash or good 
exchange. (Second state): Mauagawaya , 
Watford, Freeport, Fort William West, 
Waterdown, Eastman, Rockton, Forest, 
Pipestone, Great Village, Richmond, Bly!he, 
Cache Bay, Clifton, Northport, lennoxvolle, 
Point au Pic, Stanstead, Sutton, Estevcon, 
Blue Vale. (First state): Aldergrove, Beeton, 
Byng Inlet North, Millbrook, Simcoe. 
Also day dates wa nted o n Sma ll 3c 
Queen. 1891: Jan. 1-4·9· 18; Feb. 3 -8; 
March 3 -15-17; May 3-17; June 7- 14-21 ; 
Aug. 2-16; Sept. 5·6 -13 -24-27- 28; Oct. 
161 Nov. 20; Dec. 6 · 18-20. IB92 : Jan. 
24-3 11 Feb. 7-14 ; March 6 ; April 15-24; 
May 221 June 5; Aug. 7 -28; Nov. 20; 
Dec. 4 -18-25-26. 1893r Feb. 12-28; 
March 26; April 9 -16; June 11 ; Dec. 1 0 · 
24. 1894: March 11; July 15; Aug. 26; 
Sept. 2-23. 1895: Feb. 1 0 ; March 3 ; May 
17. 1896: Sept. 13-27. 1897: July 18; 
Aug. 22. Hove plenty of Sundays and 
holiday dotes to exchange. Also have 
140 0 dated copies 1880-1890. C. S. 
McKee, M.D., McKee Rd., R.R. No. 3, Ab­
botsford , B.C. 144 

WANTED, any quantity (one o r more of each) for 
<lash o r for exchange for other Canada Reve· 
nues or quality world postage. Holmes Nos.: 
FB-35-6; FCH4-5; FCU5-6; FE8BA; FEG4; 
FEX1A,B, 2A,B, 25, 31 , 33B, 34-6, 38·40, 66, 
66A, 72, 72A, 79C, 82, 82A, 84, 89B, 90, 97, 
98, 101; FG1A,B, SA, 6A, 7B, 8B, 10, 16A, 
19B; FPN3A; FSCl -7, lOA,B, 11-13, 15-19, 
21· 4; FWS2A, 3A, llA; FWT7B,C,D, 9F, lOA, 
11A,B, 12A,B,C, 8A,b,c,d, 16A, 17A, 23A; 
FWM8, 16A, 17A, 18A, 20A, 21A, 24B, 24C, 
25A, 25B, 25C, 26A, 26B, 26C, 36A, 36B, 
37B, 38A, 39-43, 50; Al1 3, 29, 35, 42; APl, 
APIA; BCHl -5, BCP-1, part perf. prs. of 
BCL; MSF1; NBL9-13, 17-19; NBP7-8, 10, 12· 
14; NBT1-2A; NIR1,2,4-9, 11-15, 21·3, 29-35, 
37-42, NMO, NTl -3, war savings and red 
national savings of Nfld.; NSB2, 16-18; NSLL3; 
OGl0-19; OL14-16, 30-1; rouletted, perc6 en 
scle, imperf., part perf. prs. of Ont. laws; 
OL33, 42-9, 54-9, 62; OLUI; OST4, 6, 8-10, 
12-16, 25, 28-35; OV3, 4, 8A·11; QAl -15; 
QLa29-31, 46-8, 58-62, 74-80, 91-7, 98-106; 
QLi5-7B; QP7-10; QR14, 16, 29-31; QSTl -8, 16; 
UR3a; SL10-12, 30-2, 33, 35, 41 -4, 49-55; 
YLl -12; lock seals, petroleum seals, 1st issue 
Alta. Holiday, franks, proofs, specimens, es· 
says, unlisted; or Marks Nos. : B35-6; CH4-10; 
CD5·8; E8a; EG4; ETla,b, 2a,b, 27, 34, 37, 
38-41, 43-4, 73-4a, 81 (red), 93, 106, 106a, 
108, 113, 117, 125, 126, 131; Gl , 7, 8, 10, 14, 
15, 19, 25, 31; PN3a; SCI-7, 10a,b, 11 ·14, 
16·20a, 22-5; WS3a, 4a, 13; WT7b,d, 11a, 12a, 
13a,b,c, 14a,b,c,d , 17a; WM8, 16-lB, 20, 21 , 
35-6, 45-7, 49, 54-6, 63, 65, 68-9, 73-7, 84; 
A9, 28, 34, 41, 44, 45, 48; BC35-40; M101; 
NBIJ-12, 16-18; NP12·13, 15, 17-19; NB20-1; 
Nl -2, 4-9, 11 -15, 21-3, 27-33, 35-45; NSla, 
15-26; 0-13-15, 28-30, 44-6, 60-1, 71-B, B3-91, 
93, 109-117, 121, 123, 125-7, 129-133, 144-
157; OV3,4, 8a-11; Q29-31, 46-B, 58-62, 73-9, 
90-105a, 106-117, 125-7, 135-B, 153, 155, 
170-2, 173-1BO, 190, 93a; Sl0-12, 30-2, 33, 
35, 41 -4, 49-55; Yl -12. Harold Walke r, 670 
Mulvey, Winnipeg 9, Canada. 149·31 

WILL BUY OR EXCHANGE other rarities for these 
Squa red Circlet: Aldergrove, Beeton, New 
Germany, St. Anns, St. Hilarion, Wolfville, 
Clifton, Eastman, Longueuil, Malone, Sutton, 
Ang us, Blyth, Cache Ba y, Forest, Formosa , 
Orangeville, Pontypool, Roseneath, Rosseau, 
Simcoe, Parlia ment Street, Wia rton, Woodville, 
Wooler, Gretna, Pipestone, Estevan, Ashcroft, 
Golden, Ka mloops, Ross land, Sandon, Union. 
W. Gutzman, 38 Vinet Ave., Strathmore, Que. 

149-11 

CANADA- Early singles. 1922 to date mint or 
used blocks including booklets. Will ex· 
cha nge for U.S. mint or used, also FDC 
world. General first flight covers including 
fine Zeppelin mail. Almost anything of Aus­
tria, including rare postal stationery mint 
or FD cancelled. Stamps of the world 
mounted by country. Joseph Bush, 61 W. 
74 Street, New York 23. 146tf 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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CLASSIFIED TOPICS 
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE) 

WANTED 

LARGE HEAD QUEENS with two-ring Numeral 
cancels. Cony anyone please supply these num­
erals: 16-20. 25. 26. 30-34. 37. 40. 42. 46. 
48-50. 53. 55. 56. 58. 59. Good price offered 
or other Numerals in exchange. Stanley Cohen, 
51 Westfield Road, Birmingham 15, England. 

149-lt 

WANTED: These squared circles: Halifax (any 
stamp; the clerk's number, given first in 
each case, is a most essential feature): 
2-Ju 5, 94; 3-Ap 10, 95; 3-Ja 9, 96; 4-Sp 
28, 96; 3-De 23, 96; 4-Jy 14, 97; 1-Jy 23, 
97; 4-Au 12, 97; 4-Au 14, 97; 4-Au 24, 97; 
1-Au 27, 97; 4-Sp 7, 97; 1-Sp 16, 97; 1-0c 
26, 97; 3-No 24, 97; 1-De 38, 98; 4-Ja 30, 
99; 3-Fe 9, 99. Also any date between De 
22, 96 and Mar 29, 97, any clerk's number. 
Winnipeg (any stamp; any clerk's num­
ber): from May 15, 97 to May 31, 97; also 
Nov 2, 97. I will purchase at your price 
or give generous exchange. Dr. Alfred 
Whitehead, 52 Havelock, Amherst, N.S. tf 

CANADA OFFICIALS AND REVENUES wanted 
in exchange for Canada Postage or Plate 
Blocks. Roy Wrigley, 2288 Bellevue Ave., 
West Vancouver, B.C. (tf) 

WANTED FOR CASH-Squared circle, two­
ring numeral and fancy cancels on or off 
cover, Small Queens only; also illustrated 
and corner card covers. George Hicks, 
Listowel, Ont. 142-tf 

CANADIAN COILS 
What do you need in Canadian Coils, singles, 
pairs, strips of 3 or 4? Mint or used? What 

else do you need in B.N.A.? 

N. R. HENDERSHOTT 
645 Tennent Ave., London, Ontario, Canada 

'l ? GOT STAMPS TO SELL ? ? 
Try Canada Stamp Auctions-only 10% com­
mission- no extras. We also buy for cash or 
exchange. (Urgently need now 1937-43 and 
Official Plate Blocks. 

'! ? GOT STAMPS TO BUY ? ? 
Subscribe to Canada Stamp Auctions-regular 
B.N.A.-British Empire material. 1957-58 season 
cats. and prices realized, $2 (sample cat. free). 
Also spec1a!ized Want List Service for more 
elusive items. What do you need your dealer 
cannot supply? rap us a line now. 

Oct. Auction includes nice earlles, some mul-· 
tiples, covers, squared circles, rare officials like 
5-hole 104-6, 145-7, lSl-6, Cl, C5, wholesale 
lots, etc. 

CANADA STAMP CO. 
33 Pheasant Rd., Wlllowdale, Ont., Canada 
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.-----TOPICS WANTED -----, 
The CPS of G.B. library needs the following 
back numbers of BNA Topics: 
Vol. 1-Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5. Vol. 11-Nos. 1, 2, 
3, 5, 7, 8. Vol. 111-Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10. 
Vol. IV-Nos. 1, 4, 5. 
If you can help, write G. P. lewis, Editor. 

Geo. E. Foster 
PHILATELIC PRINTER 

Box 174 Bordentown, N.J. 
Personal Stationery a Specialty 

J 957 S.N .A. Catalogue 
Paramount 's newest and best edit ion to date, 
in our opinion. Hundreds of price revisions 

you must see to believe. 

THE PRICE IS 30c which we refund with order 
from catalogue. 

B.N.A. APPROVALS 
Many fine books ready for you. 

Paramount Stamps 
BOX 55, STATION D 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 

LYMAN'S 1957 
B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

Offers collectors the mod complete listing 
of B.N.A. price changes to date, in every 

popular category, we believe. 

This 36-page catalogue is illustrated with 
more than 250 cuts on coated stock. 

PRICE 3 0c 
Refundable with first order for $2 

(minimum), 

THE LYMAN CATALOGUE IS THE MOST 
W IDELY USED EXCLUSIVELY B.N.A. LIST 

IN NORTH AMERICA. 

We Fill B.N.A. 
Want Lists 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
(Canada) CO. 

BOX 23, STATION 0, 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 



SHANAHAN'S STAMP AUCTIONS 

ARE DIFFERENT 

The diiTercncc is in the many facilities we are offerlng to our 
clients. 

(l) We offer month after month the largest array of stamps in 
the world. Our Catalogues are so arranged that they should 
suit everybody, large lots and small lots, single Ra rities and 
General or Country Collections, Covers and Wholesale Jots, 
and In every sale we try to brina specialised collections of one 
o r of several different countries. \'our speciality might come 
up in our next Catalogue. 

(2) Every let, large or small, is offered on "After Sale Approval." 
Any lot which does not come up to your expectations can be 
re turned under Para. ll of our Conditions of Sale. No reason 
need be 11iven. 

(3) Every illustrated stamp is being sold with a Certificate by the 
world-famous expert, M. A. Brun, of Paris. 

(4) Time Payments and other Credit facilities are readily avail­
able. 

(.S) The "Profit from Stamps-without Risk" Plan enables you to 
share In the profits from Mamp trading on a guaranteed basis. 

(6) The " Double Barrel" Plan enables you to utilise the money 
you have invested under the " Profit from Stamps-without 
Risk" Plan at the same time for Stamp Purchases here and 
thereby gel your stamps much cheaper and under certain cir­
cumstances even for nothing. 

(7) The "Collection Picking P!Jin" o r dealer's stock enables you 
to buy and obtain a large collection wilh a small deposit only, 
take out whal you want, break up the remainder into smaller 
lots and send them lO us, for re-sale by Auction on your be­
hair, thereby probably gettinq the stamps you really need for 
much less or even for nothlnfl, wilh perhaps a profit thrwon in. 

Get on Our Catalogue 

Mailing List Free 

39 Upper Great George's Street, 

Dun laoghaire, Dublin, Ireland 



Auction Sales 
OF RARE AND VALUABLE 

British North America 
AND OTHER POSTAGE STAMPS 

HELD REGULARLY 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES AVAILABLE A MONTH BEFORE 

SALE DATE 

NEXT SALE 

SEPTEMBER 25th - 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

1025 LOTS 

MOSTLY B.N.A. 

MANY WHOLESALE LOTS 

ESTATE PROPERTIES SOLICITED FOR SALE AT AUCTION 

OR OUTRIGHT PURCHASE 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington West, Toronto, Canada 

Phone: EMpire 4-6003 Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 

M ission Press ~ Toron to 
~~ 


