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This block of 30 of the 

6c on Sc air mail stamp 

af 1932, with inverted 

surcharge, changed hands 

back in 19~3 for 

$250 according to a 

notation on the back of a 

photograph recently 

sent in for inspection. 

It would be interesting 

to discover what the 

intervening 20 odd 

years has added to this 

valuation. 
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ill any 
Prope rties 

of Distinction 

have been dispersed under this sign through our london 
and Bournemouth salerooms during the 1954-55 season. 

The world-wide service which is available lhrough the 

Robson Lowe Auctions 

Our Branches: 

and Agencies: 

is ot your disposal. 

LONDON 
BOURNEMOUTH 

AUSTRALIA, CANADA (R. W. Lyman, Box 23, Stat ion 0, 

Toronto 9), INDIA, NETHERLANDS, SOUTH AFRICA, 

SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND a nd UNITED STATES 

ensure that every single rarity, specialised collection, specia 
lised study, general collection or wholesale stock finds the 

right market and thus secures 

THE BEST NET RESULTS 

If you have stamps to sell you cannot do better than place 
your property in our hands. Full details of our comprehensive, 
international organisation together with sample catalogues, 

will be furnished on request. 

ROBSON LOWE l.TD. 
50 PALl~ MAI~I-- J .. ONitON, S.,V.l 

Cables: " Stamps, london" 

When replying to this advertisement, please mentio n that you oaw it in 
11BNA Topics" 



CANADIAN 
STATIONERY 

Hove mode up o few real collections and 
offer them at leu than wholesale prices to 
clear. 

These contain Envelopes, Post Cords, Post 
Bonds and Wrappers. The larger collections 
hove some very scarce items. 

This is o real genuine clearance sole to li· 
quldote the entire stock. The chance of o 
lifetime to secure such o grand array of 
Canadian Stationery, either to start or fill in 
your collection of these hord·to·find items. 

AU UNUSED 
241 varieties (retail $207.00) only ..... $100.00 
196 varieties (retail $88.00) only ........ 45.00 
148 varieties (retail $47.00) only ... .... . 27.00 
99 varieties (retail $22.75) only ... ... .. 13.50 
79 varieties (retail $15.75) only ........ 9.50 
41 varieties (retail $6.25) only .......... 4.00 

There are a very few pockets of unused and 
used left. 

35 va r:et ies for only .... .. .... .... .. .. ...... .... $1.10 
50 varieties for only .... ... .. ........... .. , .... ... 2.00 

Holmes' Catalogue of Canada and 
B.N.A., $7.00 postpaid. 

K. S. HOLMES 
241 Queens Ave. london, Ont., Canada 

IN OUR 

NOVEMBER 28, 29, 30 

AUCTION . 

An attractive group of 

British North America 
Send your request for free, 
fully illustrated auction cata
logue now. 

H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
The "Ca spary" Auctioneers 

6 West 48th St., New York 36, N.Y. 

Caspary Brochure, fou r • color 
plate, dates and contents of 
auction, handy catalogue order 
form- 25c postfree. 

AN OUTSTANDING FIVE-VOLUME COLLECTION 

of the 

1912 Admiral King George V Issue of Canada 
This all-mint collection of the 1912 issue only, contains a . 

tremendous range of imprint and plate number stri ps and 
blocks, all types of lathe work, shades, papers a nd varieties. 
The quality throughout is very fine plus. 

There is one volume of War Tax w hich is lite ra lly complete. 
All types, plate numbers, engine turnings, shades, etc. Quality, 
again, magnificent. 

Enquiries and want lists solicited. 

STANLEY STAMP COMPANY, LTD. 
877 Hornby Street Vancouver 1, B.C. Canada 
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e NEW e 
Improved 20-page 

B.N.A. PRICE LIST 
now ready 

Price 15c (Refundable an $2.00 ord er) 

• • • 
1956 CATALOGUES 

Scott Part I (Oct.) ...... ........ ... .... ...... .... ... .. $4.00 

Scott Part II (Sept.) ................ .. ... " ......... 5.00 
Gibbons Pa rt I (Oct.) .. ............................ 3.50 

Gibbons Part Ill (Sept.) .......................... 3.95 
Co mmonwealth (Oct.) ... ........................ 1.25 

Out of town customers please add SOc to 
~over postage and packing to each catalogue 
ordered. (Commonwealth 25c.) 

fJt~~e 'J. 1(/el/. 
27 PARKSIDE DRIVE 

TORONTO 3 CANADA 

Canadian Literature 

THE NEW HOLMES' 
CATALOGUE HAS ARRIVED 

$7.00 postpaid 

Dr. Alfred Whitehead's Pamphlet 

"THE SQUARED CIRCLE 
POSTMARKS OF CANADA" 

$1.50 postpa id 
Two "musts" for every B.N.A. collector 

.. . order them today. 

• 
OFFERS No. 17 STILL GOOD 
A copy awaits your request. 

• 
L. A . DAVENPORT 
230 lonsmount Drive 

TORONTO 1 0 CANADA 
Member of a ll MaJor Societies 
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YOU LOVE STAMPS? 
• HOW to de tect "Sperati grade" 

forgeries. Suggestions on color de· 
fi nitions. An improved method of 
describing stamps accurately, etc.
Plus an impressive list of the ve ry 
fines t in clossics at very low prices 
fo r the high q ua lity and g uarantee 
offered in 

JULIARD'S CLASSICS 1956 
"For the Disti nguished Collector" 

• A free copy will be mai led 
without any obligation whatso· 
ever. You will like it. 

JULIARD 
Internationa lly renowned since 1889 

NARBERTH, PA., U.S. 

CANADA 

MINT PLATE BLOCKS 
No. 
254 
4c 

4c RED OF WAR ISSUE 
Plate UL UR ll 

1 2.50 2.50 1.25 
2 1.10 1.10 2.00 
3 2.00 1.50 
4 1.50 
5 1.00 1.00 2.25 
6 1.00 1.00 2.00 

7 5.00 
8 4.50 4.25 
9 8.00 4.00 

10 15.00 5.00 
11 8.00 4.00 
12 6.00 3.50 2.25 
13 5.00 3.50 2.50 
u 5.00 8.00 
15 6.00 8.00 

LR 
1.00 
1.10 

2.50 
1.20 
2.00 

2.25 
4.50 

PLATE BLOCK PRICE LIST, 1935·1955 . ........ 10c 
I WANT TO BUY PlATE BLOCKS. Scott 211 to 

254. What can you offer. 

F. 6. ATKINSON 
1215 GREENE AVENUE 

MONTREAL 61, CANADA 
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LYMAN OFFERS B.N.A. SHEETS AND BLOCKS 
A substantial purchase of other B.N.A. I need enables me to offer 

this portion of the "buy" at very attractive prices. 

CANADA 
Sheets 

122 $1.00 orange, fine USED with bottom scroll work. RARE! RARE! .... ... .. ..... .. ..... .... .. $ 30.00 
Mint 

90a 2c Edward, imperforate. Beautiful condition .... ... ... .... .. .... .. .. ..... . .. ... ... ..... . .. .. .. 75.00 
210 2c New Brunswick 1934; fresh appearance .............. .. .... .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .............. ...... ... 20.00 
211-216 1c-13c (6) set complete. NICEI .. .................. ......... .... .. .......... ....... ... .. ....... .. ... 133.00 
220 4c yellow, George V, 1935 .. ... .... .. ............ .. .. ... .... .... ...... .. .... .. .... .. ... .... .... .... .... ...... 13.50 
234 4c Yellow, George VI, 1937 .. .. ...... ...... ......... ....... ... .. .. .. ........ ... .. .. .... ... .. .. 17.00 
246 lc Royal Visit, 1939 .. .... ... .. ..... .. .......... .... ... ... . ... .. ..... .. .... .. .... .... ... .. .. ........ .. .... 4.00 
247 2c Royal Visit, 1939 .. .. .. .. .. ..... .. ..... ... .. ........... .. .... .... ... .. .. .... .. . ... .. .. ........ 2.50 
248 3c Royal Visit, 1939 .. .. .... .. .... .. ................. .. . .. . ........ .... ... .. ... .... ... .. .... 3.50 
246-248 1c-3c (3) set complete ....... ... .. ............ ,.... ...... .. .. . . ,....... .. ... .. .. ... .. 9.00 
253 4c Greenish black, Grain Elevator .... .. ............ ...... ..... .. ... .... ... .. ... .. ...... ..... .. .. 21 .00 
258 13c Tank, green .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. ... .. ......... ... .. ... .... ...... .... ... .. .. .... .... . 16.50 
27 4 4c Bell .... .. ... .... .. .... .. ...... .... ............. .. ...... ..... ........ .... . .. .... ... .... .. ..... .... ..... .. ........ ...... ..... .... 3.00 
CS 6c ·Red brown, 1935 Air Mail . ... .. .. .. , ....... .. ... ,. .......... ...... .. ......... ,.. 6.50 
C7 6c War, Air Mail, 1942 .... ... .. .. ... .. .. ,.... ... .. .... ....... ...... .. . .. .. ... .. .. .. ..... 20.00 
CE1 16c Special Delivery Air Mail ... ... .. .. .... .. ......... ~ ..... ...... .. ~ ..... 13.50 
CE2 17c Special Delivery Air Moil .... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ..... .. .. .. ... ... .. .... .. .... .. ....... .. 14.00 
CE3 17c Special Delivery Air Mail, die I error . ...... .. .................... ... .. ..... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. 25.00 
CE4 17c Special Delivery Air Mail, die II corrected .. ... .... ....... .. ... ....... .. ....... . ,........ ... .... .. 14.00 
CE1-CE4 (4) set complete .... .. ........................... ....... .. .... ...... .. .. .. .. .... 62.00 
E9 1 Oc on 20e 1938 Special Delivery .......... .. .... .. ..... .. ... .... ........... .... ...... 18.00 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
6 6c Red Lilac, 1860-1863, complete sheet of 100 stamps. Great rarity; good to find 60.00 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
Sheet Mint O.G. 

20 6d Rose imperforate. Complete sheet of 20 stamps .... .. .. .. .... .. .... .. .... .... ... ....... 40.00 
Large Blocks Mint 

48 2c Red Orange, 1887; 6x6 with lop imprint .. .... ..... .. ....... ............. ...... ...... .... ... 12.50 
192 6c Princess. Ten stamps (horizontal) .. ... .... .. .... .... ... .. . .... .. ... ... 28.00 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Sheets O.G. 

5 2d Rose (white), 10x6 (broken "O" error included) .. ........ .. ... .. ... ............ ..... . . 
9 4d Slack (white) 1868 (white) Sx6 ....... ....... .... ... ...... .... .... .. ... .... .. .. 

ADD SOc EXTRA FOR FLAT MAILING 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA IS MY SPECIALTY 

16.00 
8.00 

and my unique sources around the world allow me unparalleled opportunities to ferret out 
elusive B.N.A. Regardless of price, I shall be pleased to offer you many exceptional stamps 
of B.N.A. 

LYMAN'S COMPLETE B.N.A. CATALOGUE FOR 1956 
is in preparation. Order a copy early. This forthcoming edition will be the finest ever 
issued by me. Price 25c (refundable). THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

IN CANADA WITH LATEST PRICES. 
DEALERS-Write re stocking this catalogue for your customers as an accurate guide. 

(Sample 25c) 

NEW PERMANENT ADDRESS FOR NORTH AMERICA. Use only this address for B.N.A. 

Robert W. Lyman (Canada) 
BOX 27, STATION D TORONTO, ONTARIO 
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Hats off to Hartford! 

312 

I'm sure we from Toronto, and other remote places, fully 

enjoyed our visit to the Convention, and a hearty vote of thanks 

is hereby extended to leon Banks and his hard-working crew. 

May we do justice to you in 1956 in Toronto, Ontario. 

Canadian Philatelic Society 
Membership Campaign 

The Sales Department section in our society is quite an 

attraction no matter where we display and many of the boys 

made quite a dint in the books at the Bourse . 

• 
At the present time, and till December 31, we offer you 

membership in the Natio~al Society of Canada at $4.00 to 

April 1, 1957, instead of the usual 12 months. Prizes also to be 

awarded. 

We Boost You . . . How About Turnabout? 

• 
CYRIL WOODHEAD 

123 Albertus Ave., Toronto 12, Ontario 

WRITE ME SOON! 

BNA TOPICS 



British North America 
Philate lic Society 

Pre1ldmt 
CHARLES P. deVOLPI 

4720 Grosvenor Ave.,Montreal6,P.Q. 
Vlce-Praideat 

GEO. B. LLEWELLYN 
315 Maple Ave., Somerton 

Philadelphia 16, Pa. 
Secretary 

JACK LEVINE 
2000 Hopedale Ave., Charlotte 7, N.C. 

Tr-.rer 
WILLIAM C. PETERMAN 
P.O. Box 348, Caldwell, N.J. 

Boud of Gonmon 
(1953-56) Bury C. Binks. D . C. Mey
erson, Charles McDonough; (1954-57) 
V. 0. Greene1 R. P . Hedley, Dr. A. 
Whitehead; (19$5-58) James T. Cul
hane, Harry W Lussey, Uoyd W. 

Sharpe. 
Librarian 

ROBERTJ.DUNCAN 
P.O. Box 118, Armstrong. B.C. 

Sale1 Mana~:er 
ALEX HYDE 

337 Stagg St., Brooklyn 6, N.Y. 
Publicity Dlr«tor 
A. H . KESSLER 

7934 P lckerinll St. 
Philadelphia 19, Pa . 

• 
REGIONAL GROUPS 

NEW YORK-Meet& the tblrd Tues
day of each month at the CoU~tors 
Club, 22 East 35th St., New York City. 
PmLADELPHIA- Meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 7934 Pick
ering St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
T WIN CITY - Meets the aecond 
Tuesday of each month at the Curtla 
Hotel, Mlllneapolls, Mllln. 
NIAGARA-Meets the second Wed
nesday of each month at 6$1 Kenmore 
Ave., Kenmore 23, N.Y. 
V ANCOUVI!:R - Meets the fourth 
Monday of each month at 2091 West 
Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. 
WINNIPEG-Meet& on a Monday In 
each month to be decided upon at the 
previous meetina. E. P. Warren, Sec., 
720 Ashburn St., Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
EDMONTON- Meets on the third 
Friday of each month at members' 
homes. R. M. Williams, Sec., 12224-
125 St., Edmonton, Alberta. 

STUDY GROUPS 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Chairman, Leslie G. Tomlinson; Sec
retary, Mervyn V. Quarles, 1438 
Ridge Road, Homewood, Ill. 
SMALL QUEENS-chairman, Wal
ter P. Caner, 47 Rlsebrou&h Ave., 
Wlllowdale, Ontario. 
CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS -
Chairman, MaJor K. H. White; Sec
retary, Arch. Millar, Box 920, New 
Westminster, B.C. 
CANADIAN VARIETIES - Chair
rna!'~ Major K . H. White; Secretary, 
R. M. Bryan, 3484 West 26th St., Van
couver, B.C. 
PERFINS - Chairman, Dr. C. M. 
Jephcott; Secretary, R. J. Woolley, 
359 Ellis Park Road, Toronto 3, Ont. 
CANADIAN REVENUES - Chair
man. Wilmer C. Rockett; Secretary, 
Prof. R. deL. French, 7481 Upper 
Lachine Road, Montreal 28, Que~. 

I. 
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AVAILABLE 1/fJfJif THE BIG NEW f9S6 EDITION 

STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 
U. S. POSSESSIONS 

and 
BRITISH NORTH 

AMERICA 

The World's Most Widely 
Used U. S. Catalog! 

STAMPS of the UNITED STATES- compiled by tpecialittt of Amerie.'a lugest 
stamp firm- ia the most widely-uted U.S. catalog in the world. Completely revi1ed, 
the new 1956 edition conuin1 144 big pagea, with 1497 cleu and beautiful illuatrations. 

Containing latest, up-to-date pricee and filled with all of the information enry col
lector needs, this invaluable guide and check liat includes : 

• All major U. S. Postage and Airmail varieties ••. PLUS Special Delivery, Special 
Handling, Parcel Post, Officials, Postage Due, Envelope Squarea, Poatal Cards, 
Revenue and Telegraph stampa, etc. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position blocks, plate number blocka, mint aheeta, 
perforated coils, booklet panes, first day covers, proofs and other itema. 

• Complete illustrated lit tings of U. S. Poueuions and Britith North Amerie.. 
Tbit catalog it a must for every collector. It will serve you well, not only a• a vala· 
able reference book, but also 11 a reliable source of supply for thete detirable iuuu at 
money-laving pricea. 

New 1956 Edition ...................... 25c 
r------ ----------------• f'ltl.et/. l!!....tLAa.- • H. [, HARRIS & CO.,, 1420 TRANSIT BLDG., 

#11 ~. BOSTON 17, MASS. 
U. S. STAMP IDENTIFIER RUSH m• the l lq New 1956 Edition of your 144· 

A complete 12-pa9e, fully II · 
lustrated book which shows the 
difference between rare and 
common "look-alike" stamps. 
You c'• use It to check your 
-• collection lot valuable 
hiddu treasured 

pa9e c.taloq, STAMPS of the UNITED STATES, 
U. S. POSSESSIONS I IIUTISH NORTH AMER· 
ICA, including U. S. Stamp Identifier. I am 
enclolinq 25¢. 

Name.·---- ----------·--

Addreu ... ______ _ 

City.. .... .-.State.... __ _ 
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MAJOR G. A . E. CHAPMAN (No. 633) 

CANADA 

The 1859 5 Cents 
A Commenta ry 

ENCOURAGED by the kind reception of 
my previous article upon the 5c Beaver' 

and in the belief that its revision will be wel
come in view of the influence that subse
quent study has had upon the trend of 
opinion, I submit a general view of the 
stamp in which several of its phases are dis
cussed. Before proceeding, I must empha
size that I have written solely for the pur
pose of interesting those who are as yet not 
particularly versed in this stamp and with 
considerable diffidence in the knowledge that 
I expose myself to the criticism of those 
from whom I have gleaned what I know 
and to whom I gratefully acknowledge my 
indebtedness. 

THE DIE 
The adoption of decimal currency in May 

1859 necessitated the issue of new postage 
stamps having their values expressed in 
Cents. It being decided that the new design 
should follow that of the Pence issue as 
closely as possible, the original Pence die 
was converted for use as follows: 

The design engraved (in reverse) upon the 
original PENCE DIE of hardened steel was 
transferred upon a new TRANSFER-ROLL
ER of soft steel thus producing the design 
in obverse and in relief. The areas of this 
Pence design that were inadaptable to the 
new Cents values were then erased and the 
roller, after being hardened, was rocked into 
a NEW DIE of soft steel which was incised 

1 See American PhilateUst, January 1949; BNA 
TOPICS, September 1950. 

2 See Maple Leaves, January 1953; BNA TOPICS, 
October 1 9S3. 
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thereby with all that remained of the ori
ginal design (in reverse). The blank portion 
of the die was then ENGRAVED with re
ference to 5 Cents, thus completing the 
design. Finally the die was hardened. 

To continue up to the point of printing: 
Another and new TRANSFER-ROLLER of 
soft steel was rocked upon the NEW DIE so 
that it (roller) received two SUBJECTS of 
the 5c design (in obverse) upon its circum
ference in relief. Having been hardened the 

This article is reprinted with 
permission from the American 
Philatelist for August 1955. 

ROLLER was ready to transfer the design 
to each of the hundred positions on the 
PLATE which was and remained of soft 
steel. These impressions were incised in re
verse and so produced sheets of stamps in 
obverse, i.e., as found. The extraordinary 
number of 398,000 sheets were printed. 

PLATES 
The several facts and effective reasoning 

advanced by W. E. Lea.1 to establish that 
only one plate had existed have been so 
generally recognize! as to practically achieve 
final acceptance of the theory. As the in
tensive study by Mr. Lea is far beyond pre
sentation in outline and consequently also 
of inclusion here, it but remains to pick out 
and to make known the following telling 
facts-the fruit of research by Winthrop S. 
Boggs: The American Bank Note Co. of 
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New York was commissioned by the Gov
ernment of Canada t6 make the plates and 
to print the stamps therefrom for all values 
of the 1859 issue. Upon instruction to de
liver all such plates (for destruction), the 
issue being ended, only one plate of each 
value was handed over. As only one 5c plate 
was sent therefore and no record of charge 
for a second plate exists, although stamps 
are currency, it must be surmised that only 
one plate was ever made. As the 1859 plates 
(all values) were of soft steel and conse
quently easy to re-enter and otherwise cor
rect, the possibility of production was enor
mous. Although opinion is now such as to 
possibly render reference to the multiple 
plate theory redundant, it is considered that 
review of the problem would be incomplete 
without at least some description of it, if 
only as a matter of interest to the "unini
tiated". The Hon. J. A. Calder conducted a 
study of this question in 1940-41. With a 
mass of material strong in strips, etc., he 
assembled two North marginal lines of 
stamps, one differing from the other in lo
cation of the corner guide dots of each of 
the ten positions. (The line or row that con
sisted of the earliest stamps was accepted as 
being of Plate 1.) His contention, therefore, 
that two plates at least must consequently 
have existed was, he considered, further 
supported by (a) the presence of flaws and 
re-entries that occurred in one or other (not 
both) of the two sets of marginal stamps; (b) 
the paucity of copies remaining (13!) out of 
the great number examined that would not 
match any one of the ten positions of either 
plate, and (c) printers' opinion that one 
plate could not possibly stand up to the pro
duction of 39,800,000 stamps that were 
issued. If the creation of two different mar
ginal rows be accepted then two plates must 
be recognized as having existed, but the 
evidence in support of the one-plate theory 
has now reached such propotions that belief 
in two different North marginal rows is 
suspect. 

Now these marginal rows, formed by 
linking up overlapping multiple pieces (strips, 
etc.) were in themselves undoubtedly cor
rect, but inclination doubtless fostered by 
opinion that one plate could not have pro
duced the whole issue of Sc stamps, led to 
the forming of two different sets of stamps 
from the ten North positions based in the 
main upon difference in the position and 
character of the corner guide dots. These 
dots are frail evidence, being liable to dis
appearance, sudden appearance (fresh en
tries) and change in position due to paper 
fluctuation, etc., so that any one North 
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plate-position may well produce stamps of 
varying aspect as regards the corner guide 
dots at different periods and so give rise to 
recognition of two different stamps from the 
same position. The presence of flaws or re
entries of known plate-position, of course, 
helps to support stamp identification but 
where two flaws are known to emanate from 
the same numbered plate-position it has 
been assumed because they have not been 
found together that they originate from dif
ferent plates. 

Finally, I invite consideration of the po~
sible bearing that the imprints may have 
upon the problem. Although Mr. Lea 
touched upon this, I venture a different ap
proach: The two imprints upon each of the 
four margins were added with such a small 
departure from accuracy that there can be 
little doubt but that similarity of position 
was intended. That the same degree of care 
would have been taken in the case of the 
so-claimed Plate 2 can surely be conceded, 
so that the care must have been extreme to 
have resulted in accurately reproducing the 
differences between the two imprints upon 
each margin as existed in Plate I! There is 
just one unusual point, however, that should 
not be ignored, in that the East imprint 
(Type A) is to be found at two different dis
tances from the stamp opposite to it. The 
difference, which is quite definite, bas been 
utilized by Senator Calder to fill one of 
the East positions of Plate 2 which he con
tended had existed. In view of the strength 
of the case for the one-plate theory and the 
fact that none of the other imprints have 
any solid evidence of origin from a second 
plate, it can be assumed that the said dif
ference is attributable to some factor that 
time and study will solve in due course. 

C DOT 
"C dots" are those that appear in the "C" 

of CENTS and are position dots resulting 
from (let us call them) "pits" punched upon 
the surface of the plate to receive the "side
point" guide to the transfer-roller. As im
pressions were started at the top or N. side 
of the plate, based on position "pits" along 
its N. margin, the South or bottom row of 
impressions were executed based on posi
tion "pits" situated along the ninth row. No 
further position "pits" being required as 
there was to be no eleventh row, the tenth 
or bottom row of stamps carries no "C dots". 

Each plate position was impressed by the 
transfer roller in such a way that the "C" of 
CENTS upon the roller happened to cover 
the position "pits" which thus resulted in 
their reproduction upon the stamp. 

BNA TOPICS 



The difference in position and size of 
these dots may be accounted for by Jack of 
pretision in laying out the position "pits" 
on the plate and to varying depth of the 
"pits". These differences, if compared, render 
the "C dot" of value (as an aid) to identi
fication to some extent. 

Absence of a "C dot" on stamps not of 
the South row is due to the position "pit" 
concerned having been so out of place as to 
miss envelopement by the "C" on the trans
fer roller or owing to inaccurate setting of 
the roller side-point upon the position "pit", 
or both causes in conjunction, its reproduc
tion being lost in the surrounding inked 
areas. The sudden appearance or altered 
position of the dot would indicate origin 
due to replotting. 

The "C dot", being what it is, cannot be 
considered as a variety, as it is so frequently 
claimed to be, even in text books. An "un
dotted" C is more uncommon than one with 
a dot. 

It would be negligent to close this sub
ject without due reference to a factor that 
tends to render the "C dot"-position dot 
theory suspect. I refer to W. E. Lea's per
tinent allusion1 to the accurate alignment of 
subjects upon proof sheets. The alignment 
of the subjects upon the sheet attests to 
the accuracy expected of skilled craftsmen 
in aligning the position dots ("pits") upon 
the plate; this accuracy, if the "C dots" 
were printed from the position "pits", would 
result in each "C dot'' appearing in one 
common or normal position in or about 
the "C"! 

PERFORATIONS 
In 1925, the late Dr. L. L. Reford estab

lished that the perforating of the 1859 issue 
came under three groups, each coming into 
use as follows: 

11%xl PA-l July '59. 
12 xll%; 11%x12 (5 cents)-May '62. 
12 x12 - Jan. '65. 
These groups, chiefly through adoption by 

Senator Calder in his work "Some Phases of 
the Canada 1859 Issue", are now generally 
accepted, and although recent study by Mr. 
Boggs has proved the perforation gauges to 
be actually t 1.60, 11.85 and 11.95, recog
nition of the change to point of general 
usage is unlikely. 

Variations in the perforation combina
tions are uncommon. They probably came 

1 See Maple Leaves, January 19Sl;; l'I.NA. T()PICS, 
October 1953. 
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into existence upon change of an impaired 
comb of the perforating machine. Such de
partures from the ordinary call for careful 
measurement preferably by comparison with 
a selected "known" copy, and upon proof 
they are worthy of segregation. The art of 
perforating being then in its infancy, ex
treme instances of poor centering and of 
lines of incompletely-penetrated boles are 
to be met with; in fact, well-centered copies 
are the exception and command prices con
siderably over catalogue. 

It would seem conformable to refer here 
to imperforated copies. Reference to Mr. 
Jarrett's catalogue and to Clive Hawes' book 
shows that imperforates were issued and 
used in 1860-61, and that there were copies 
in the Pack collection. Unusued pairs and 
blocks are known. 

FLAWS 
Flaws may be defined loosely as the un

intended features in the design of the stamp 
and they are considered under two groups, 
A and B. 

Group A. Common irregularities. Thes~ 
flaws, of which teo are illustrated, appear 
so constantly-all of them on some copies, 
some of them in various combinations upon 
others- as to be rated universal. Flaw D, 
which consists of a "doubling" of the East 
outer frame line at its centre between the 
frames, is the most important (Flaw H is 
curious in that it duplicates Flaw D on the 
West frame but to a very minor degree). 
While the others are very minor, they are 
worth instant recognition · as, being also 
common to all positions they are of no aid 
to identification, nor are they qualified fo·r 
inclusion in Group B. To avoid confusion 
with flaws proper, they are referred to as 
"common" irregularities. 

The constancy of these common irregu
larities is such that they persist from the 
beginning of the · issue to the end. (The 
writer has a copy cancelled 5 Aug. 1859 
that carries nine of the irregularities.) 

In view of the universality of these com
mon irregularities, their origin surely cannot 
be that of plate disintegration (corrosion, 
etc.) as in such case the plate would have 
broken out in a rash, each of its positions 
having disintegrated miraculously in ten or 
more identical localities. The transfer-roller 
likewise may be absolved of disintegration as 
it carried two "subjects" (impressions from 
the die) each of which would have to be 
identically affected. It seems reasonable, 
therefore, to consider the die as their origin, 
especially as instances of the presence of 
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irregularities A, B, C and G have been 
noted upon Pence copies, imperforate and 
perforate. Irregularity D (doubling at centre 
of E. frame) has not been observed upon 
the three pence value and therefore cannot 
be considered to have originated from that 
die. It is to be presumed that it came into 
existence upon the 5c die, probably at the 
time the vacant areas of it were being en
graved. 

Group B. While the flaws of Group A, to 
all intents a nd purposes, are common to 
copies throughout the issue, those of Group 
B, being the result of mischance to the 
plate a nd of corrosion, occur at various 
times and for periods limited by correction 
and wear. 

The number of proven flaws (Group B) 
finally recorded by Senator Calder in 1939 
has risen, to the writer's knowledge, from 
196 to 260, while some hundred others arc 
filed away awaiting proof of constancy. A 
revision of the numbering and description of 

these (up to 196) arranged in three classes 
(1, Named or Major; 2, Intermediate; 3, 
Minor) appeared in "T he Stamp Specialist 
(November 1948) and in BNA TOPICS in 
four parts (October 1950-January 1951). 

While interest in flaws lies almost wholly 
in the major varieties, on account of easy 
recognition and of the market value of 
some, it is to the specialist that varieties as 
a whole appear as being of value for study 
a nd record. 

The shorter its life the rarer the flaw is 
admissibl~. but unfortunately although re
cords exist of early and late dates upon 
which various flaws have been noted, they 
are not necessarily the earliest and the latest, 
so that the life-span of no flaw is determined 
yet. 

Owing to the difference in the life-span 
of flaws upon the plate and consequently in 
the quantity produced, flaws present them
s~l ves in varying and unknown degrees of 
frequency: hence accurate assessment of 

COMMON IRREGULARITIES 
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comparative rarity is impracticable at pre
sent. However, as a criterion of endeavor 
to satisfy inquiry, the numbers of copies of 
each flaw discovered originally are given in 
the accompanying correlated lists of major 
flaws. These numbers in themselves provide 
a rating of comparative rarity (e.g., No. 19-
5 copies is twice as rare as No. 5-10 copies) 
and being the outcome of examination of 
material never again likely to be equalled in 
aggregation1 and unpicked condition, they 
represent as good a "yard-stick" of com
parative rarity as is likely to be found, albeit 
one of some elasticity in application. Of the 

1 In the writer's experience over the last twenty 
years the expectancy of "finds" (flaws, etc.) per 
100 unpicked copies (alas, ho)V rare now!) is 
ten. Senator Calder discovered 1,434 re-entries 
and 1,531 proven flaws. Although some of these 
doubtless overlapped, and . unplcked material 
circa 1925-30 differed from that of recent years, 
the total number examined must have been 
considerable! 

two correlated lists, one is in order of nu
merical sequence for easy reference and for 
comparison of any one flaw with another, 
and the other is in descending order of 
rarity as indicated by the "found" numbers 
shown as percentages of numbers found to 
total number of copies of major flaws found 
(296). It may be a matter of surprise to note 
the position into which some of the better 
known flaws have fallen, particularly the 
"Log in the Waterfall" with its very high 
market rating, and the "Rock in the Water
fall". It is to be remembered that in the 
specialized field items of popular demand 
and easy recognition take precedence, espe
cially at market, over others not yet so well 
known but very possibly of greater rarity. 

Flaws, being of accidental creation and 
usually of short life owing to early removal, 
may be regarded as more rare than re-entries 
that resulted from intended action and of 
which features persisted for comparatively 
long periods. · 

MAJOR FLAWS 
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COMPARATIVE RARITY OF MAJOR FLAWS 

Numbers No. 
Rev. Orig. Name Found 

1 1 Crown-Pos 4 
2 3 Scratch below PO 11 
3 123 The Gauge 13 
4 122 N.E. Void 8 
5 62 Comet splash 10 
6 64 Splash over the Suo 13 
7 7 R-AGE scratches 8 
8 59 Splash S.E. of Sun 17 
9 68 The Shaded Tree 15 

10 8 E. horizn. scratch 19 
11 42 S.E. Spandred splash 14 
12 13 CENTS parallel curves 27 
13 51 EN splash 27 
14 124 Break in the Oval 9 
15 29 Log in the Waterfall 11 
16 16 VE-C scratch 2 
17 60 Rock in Waterfall 25 
18 61 Leaping Fish 11 
19 46 Splash W. of CA 5 
20 20 Beaver scratches 18 
21 60a Hillside splash 3 
22 35 N.W. flag splash 13 
23 34 Ball on N. frame 2 
24 35 N.W. spandrel blemish 2 
25 22 DA scratch 9 

ftE-ENTRIES 
The plate was re-entered from time to 

time for the purpose of strengthening weak 
and worn impressions by re-application of 
the transfer-roller. This was usually done 
with such precision as to produce no evi
dence of execution, but in cases when the 
roller was not perfectly aimed the impres
sion it then made did not coincide truly with 
the previous one (or ones) thereby giving a 
double appearance to a portion (or portions) 
of the design. Such "doubling" is termed a 
re-entry and it applies not to the last-made 
impression as might be expected, but to 
what remained visible of the earlier one. 

The plate positions of several re-entries 
have been established (that of the major 
re-entry is not known) and in some in
stances two re-entries have been traced to 
the same numbered plate position. Conse
quently, if only one plate existed as is now 
contended, then the said re-entered stamps 
represent different "states" of that plate po
sition. 

The statement bas been seen that some 
re-entries are duplicated in the Pence and 
Cents issues. It is considered that such in
stances can only be pure coincidence of 
appearance. Transfer-rollers do not carry 
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Numbers No. 
Rev. Orig. Name Found % 

16 16 VE-C scratch 2 .006 
23 42 Ball on N. frame 2 .006 
24 35 N.W. Spandrel blemish 2 .006 
21 60a Hillside splash 3 .006 

1 1 Crown-POS 4 .013 
19 46 Splash W. of CA 5 .016 
4 122 N.E. Void 8 .027 
7 60 R-AGE scratches 8 .027 

14 29 Break in the Oval 9 .030 
25 22 DA scratch 9 .030 
5 62 Comet splash 10 .033 
2 3 Scratch below PO 11 .037 

15 29 Log in the Waterfall 11 .037 
18 61 Leaping fish 11 .037 
3 123 The Gauge 13 .043 
6 64 Splash over the Sun 13 .043 

22 35 N.W. flag splash 13 .043 
11 42 S.E. Spandrel splash 14 .047 
9 68 The Shaded Tree 15 .05 
8 59 Splash S.E. of Sun 17 .057 

20 20 Beaver scratch 18 .06 
10 8 E. horizn. scratch 19 .064 
17 60 Rock in Waterfall 25 .084 
12 13 CENTS paral. curves 27 .09 
13 51 EN splash 27 .09 

re-entries and so cannot transfer them to 
the plate but create them upon impact. 

The importance of re-entries varies enor
mously and depends upon the area of design 
affected, from the much-sought major re
entry with its overall doubling and limited 
"life" down to simple doubling of portions 
of the frame lines. At the present some sixty 
re-entries are recorded and described!, a . 
number that may well call jor revision upon 
proof that some are one and the same in 
different states. 

As slip prints may be mistaken for re
entries, recognition of what they really are 
is to be cultivated. Generally speaking, they 
are recognizable by a rather smeared broad
ening of the lines of the desigit. 

IMPRINTS 
Early in 1865, following the adoption of 

Perforation 12x12 (now stated to be 11.95), 
an imprint in diamond type reading "The 
American Bank Note Co. New York" (pre
viously known as Messrs. Rawdon, Wright, 
Hatch and Edson) was added to the plates 
(or plate), twice in each margin opposite 

1 See BNA TOPICS, June and July, 19Sl. 
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the following plate positions: 3 and 8 (East), 
93 and 98 (South) and 21 and 71 (West). 
The North, South and West imprints face 
inwards but the East ones face outwards. 

A study of these imprints by Senator Cal-

NOVEMBER 1955 

der, for which he had a wealth of material 
(an average of 64 copies per margin includ
ing a strip of six with both imprints) re
sulted in it being established that of the two 
imprints on each of the four sides of the 
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plates, one differed distinctly from the other 
in position relative to the stamp impression 
immediately opposite. He also, in accor
dance with his "two p lates" theory, identi
fied 16 different imprints of which he had 
fixed the plate position of nine. 

The four imprints of each set N E S and 
W were designated as Types 1-4 and it is 

T ype same N 
as 

same 
as 

E 

to be noted that of these, two types were of 
one variety of imprint, as referred to earlier , 
and two of the other variety-the types 
thus paired being different in some other 
way. 

Table to show (a) Pairing of types; (b) 
Fixed Imprint Plate positions: 

same 
as 

s same w 
as 

3 Pl. pos. 8 2 Pl. 1 pos. 30 3 4 Pl. 1 pos. 71 

2 4 Pl. 1 pos. 3 

3 4 
Pl. 2 pos. 8 

4 2 3 
Pl. 2 pos. 3 

As the difference between stamps of simi
lar positions on the two plates rests in almost 
every case upon untrustworthy evidence, 
such as varying strength of impression, dis
appearance of features, the possible pres
ence of flaws and re-entries, etc., etc., the 
recognition of copies-as Senator Calder ad· 
mits in the case of East types 3 and 4 as 
being "very difficult to differentiate"- is well 
nigh impossible with certainly. 

In view of the lack of any concrete 
evidence it is the writer's opinion that only 
the two well established varieties of imprint 
are worthy of recognition and worthwhile 
considering, and that the same be recorded 
as Type A and Type B thus avoiding con
fusion with Senator Calder's four ni.unbered 
types. 

The accompanying key (on page 321) is 
given for identifying the imprints of the 
four margins and shows: 

a. The distinct but slight difference of situ· 
ation in the margin between Types A and B. 
Note should be taken of the exact point of 
intersect ion of the Imprints by the frame 
lines of the adjacent stamps if extended 
through them. 

b. The Flaws and Re-entries that may be 
present upon the several Imprinted copies 

Further allusion to these Imprints is to be 
found in the closing paragraph of the section 
"Plates." 

PAPERS 
The 5c value of the 1859 issue seems to 

have been printed solely upon wove paper, 
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4 3 Pl. 1 pos. 21 
Pl. 2 pos. 98 

2 

2 
Pl. 2 pos. 71 

of which the following varieties of several 
are given as an aid in search: 

White (coarse, hard, thick, thin, near 
transparent) 

Buff (thick and thin) 
Grey and Bluish. 

There is no watermark proper but 
copies of the "Stitch'' variety are to 
be found. 

A so-called "ribbed" variety (once cata
logued in Gibbons) is occasionally seen, 
within which parallel lines may be noted, 
particularly upon being soaked. Since the 
Royal Philatelic Society, London, has ruled 
it as "not ribbed" and paper company ex
pert opinion states it to be a "fine laid" 
variety, it may eventually be philatelically 
accepted as the latter. 

SHADES 
The shades are legion, running from near

pink to deep brick-red. The nine most defi
nite ones may be described as being vermi
lion and of the following eight grades of 
red: pale, red, dull , deep bright, orange, 
brick and deep brick. The trade groups these 
in descending order of value as deep brick
red, bright red, brick-red and pale red. Any 
decided brown shade is likely oxidized. 

CONDITION 
Condition is universally rated paramount 

in appraising value or philatelic standing, 
but since it is governed by abstract quali
ties such as freedom from damage, degrees 
of damage, degrees of appearance (com
pleteness, strength of design, cleanness a nd 
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centering, each of which is o pen to opinion) 
a guide to classification based on such quali
ties is not practicable. However, a concrete 
basis upon which to classify copies accord
ing to completeness of design lies in deter
mining measures of extent to which the 
frame lines are ruptured by the perforations. 
Such classification, by reason of the im
portance of centering as a factor of con
d ition has merit. The following classes have 
been adopted and are recommended: 
CLASS I. Copies having margins on all 

four sides; i.e., the outer frame being un
touched by the perforations. T he broader 

and more equal the margins, the nearer is 
superb condition. 

CLASS 2. The inner frame intact and only 
one side of the outer frame touched. 

CLASS 3. The inner frame intact and only 
two sides of the outer frame touched. 

CLASS 4. l oner frame ruptured. 
Some surprise may result from application 

of this classification at the lowly rating of 
copies previously considered superior. Surely 
completeness outweighs other qualities. 

Poor condition due to damage may be 
condoned for the sake of retaining varieties, 
etc., that might not offer themselves again. * 

~of BNAPSers ... 
=:;:;;;;;;;==--== =====--===By V. G. GREENE (BNAPS L40) 

No. 71: 
The Late James D. Smart (488) 

JAMES D. SMART was born in Brock
ville, Ont., on March 27, 1890, and re

cently retired as general manager for Canada 
of the General Motors Acceptance Corpora
tion. A resident of Oshawa, Ont. he travelled 
extensively in Canada, United States, Aus
tralia and the Far East. 

Like most of us, Jim had a collection as 
a boy but it was not unti l his return from 
Australia in 193 1 that he commenced tak
ing our hobby seriously. About 1935 he be
gan to specialize in Canada and over the 
years bad built up magnificent collections of 
the Pence, 1859 and Large Cents issues. His 
collection of Large Cents was one of the fin
est in existence and included the remark
able mint block of 18 of the 2 cent value 
showing the complete watermark "E. & G. 
Bothwell Clutha Mills." He also had a fine 
collection of Canadian pre-stamp and stamp
less covers beautifully written up, and a 
choice collection of Trans-Atlantic Mail 
covers in eight volumes. Shortly before his 
death Mr. Smart gave instructions to J. N. 
Sissons Ltd. to sell by auction his Pence and 
1859 issues and the sale took place last 
month. It included the famous "Dundas 
Twelve penny", one of the finest, if not the 
finest, used 12d in existence. 

Other hobbies of Mr. Smart were photog
raphy, fishing and gardening. He was a mem
ber of the Royal Philatelic Society, Col
lectors Club of New York, Essay-Proof So
ciety, Canadian Philatelic Society, and the 
Toronto Stamp Collectors Club. 
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JAMES D. SMART 

This sketch was held over from 
the October issue, and as we go to 
press we bear that Mr. Smart passed 
a way in Oshawa Hospital on October 
21. The funeral was attended by many 
BNAPS members and other collectors 
from the Toronto area. 

(SH next page) 
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No. 72: Leon W . Banks (631) 

THE SUCCESS of the Hartford conven
tion was, in large measure, due to the 

chairman of the Convention Committee, 
Leon W. Banks, and to the excellent sup
port he received from his fellow workers. 
Leon was born on April 19, 1914, in Wor
cester, Mass., and moved at an early age to 
Bethlehem, Connecticut, where he still 
lives. He is in the real estate business and 
also owns and operates the "Banks Electric". 
He is a charter member of the Bethlehem 
Volunteer Fire Department, where he is 
very active. During World War II he was 
in the U.S. Navy in the Okinawa area, in 
charge of electrical installations on LST 559 
as chief electrician, and was awarded the 
American Theatre Medal, the Asiatic Pacific 
Medal and the Victory Medal. 

Leon says he must have started collect
ing stamps when he was very young, as he 
still has the first stamp given to him for 
his first Christmas (a Thrift Stamp) of 1914, 
and was only 13 when, in 1927, he won a 
$2.50 U.S. gold piece for having the best 
exhibit of stamps at the Bethlehem (Conn.) 
Fair. He has always had a liking for very 
fine mint blocks of four and at one time 
had a complete mint block collection of 
all postage stamps printed by th-: U.S. Gov
ernment; a mint block collection of com
plete 20th century Canada, as well as many 
blocks of J 9th century Canada through the 
$1 Jubi lee, Newfoundland, Canal Zone, Phi
lippine Islands, all British Colonies from 
the Silver Jubilees of 1935, and many be
fore 1935, all in mint blocks of four. 

A past president of the Waterbury Stamp 
Club and past president of the C')nnecticut 
Philatelic Society (No. 1 on the roster), Leon 
for the third time has been drafted as pre
sident of the New England Precancel and 
Stamp Club. He is also regional representa
tive of the Society of Philatelic Americans. 

A man with a remarkable memory, it was 
a revelation to see and hear Leon go from 
table to table during the banquet at Hart
ford with a roving microphone, where over 
140 were seated, introducing every person 
by name, most of them with their first name 
included, and not making a mistake although 
he had only seen many of the members for 
the first time. Walter Bayley of Toronto 
nearly stumped him as Walter put on a false 
nose, but the gleam in his eye gave him 
away. 

Leon's other hobby is coin collecting, 
and he has a fine representative collection 
of United States and Canadian coins. 

H e and his wife, Myrtle, have four child-
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ren, with the oldest son, Stewart, attend
ing the University of Connecticut. 

Leon is already planning, with Myrt le 
and the "Nutmeggers", to attend our next 
convention in Toronto, September 27-29, 
1956, at the King Edward Hotel, and we 
hope we can make their visit in 1956 as en
joyable as they made ours in Hartford in 
1955 * 

NEW 'PRIME M INISTERS' 
• Two new stamps in the "Prime Minister" 
series are due for release November 8, as 
pictured above. The 4 cent in purple will 
portray Rt. Hon. Richard Bedford Bennett, 
Prime Minister of Canada 1930-1935. The 
5 cent stamp in blue will portray Hon. Sir 
Charles Tupper, Prime Minister from May 
I, 1896, to July 8, 1896. 

The new stamps will be printed from two 
plates for each issue, Nos. 1 and 2. * 
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THE EDITOR'S MAILBAG 

Experimental Date Stamp 
In our July business mail was a letter from 

Halifax, N.S. with a band canceller marking 
so strikingly similar to current American 
markings that I first though it bad been 
posted from the States. 

On the chance that Halifax was the only 
office using this stamp, I wrote to the post
master for information and a specimen. In 
due course, my letter was returned via Ot
tawa with the usual form Jetter regarding 
non~compliance with philatelic requests. 

The kindly postmaster in Halifax is very 
unco-operative, even to the point of forward
ing to Ottawa covers sent for machine slogan 
cancellations. Post office business, to him, 
is a very serious matter and there will be no 
prying by stamp collectors. 

There was an understanding soul at Ot
tawa who, seeing the Halifax returns, went 
to the trouble of giving the information that, 

"A new barrel type hand date stamp was 
sent to a number of Post Offices during 
the latter part of June for experimental 
purposes to ascertain if this dater might 
be suitable for general postal purposPs. 
I might add that the testing bas not as 
yet been concluded". 
Thank you, Mr.). N. Craig, Director of 

Operations. John Wilsdon (No. 196). * 
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Harris First With BNA Catalogue 

::..,....:-::··-
t~---~~ 

The new Harris 
U.S. and B.N.A. 
Catalogue has been 
received and the 
volume contains 
more pages than 
ever. The 144-page 
catalogue shows a 
firm upward mar
ket trend with over 
1500 price revis
ions. Numerous in
creases in the BNA 
section indicate the 

growing popularity of these issues. Among 
others, the 1c 1859, used (No. 14) advanced 
from $1 to $1.25; No. 45 unused 1888 tOe 
f rom $3.25 to $3.75; No. 025 $1 Ferry with 
G overprint, unused, from $4.65 to $6.50. 

Included is a handy U.S. Stamp Identifier, 
and this useful and attractive list may be 
obtained for 25c from H. E. Harris & Co., 
1420 Transit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 

EXPLANATION AND APOLOGY 

Readers will find the regular 
features and columns, which go 
to make our magazine so inter
esting to the B.N.A. collector, 
missing from this issue of BNA 
TOPICS. The necessity for print
ing the complete minutes of the 
Annual Meeting of the Society, 
and the impossibility of printing 
extra pages at this time, has 
forced us to carry over a great 
deal of this material until the 
December number. To readers 
and especially to the loya l con
tributors of "Trail of the Cari
bou", "Bringing News About 
People and Stamps", "Revenue 
Group News" and "Perfin Study 
Group News", and other mater
ial, our apologies. Everything 
will be back in full force next 
month. 

THE EDITOR. 
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OFFICIAL SECTION 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

A LETTER 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
HAVE just returned from the Hartford Convention and must say that it was an out
standing success and I am sure was enjoyed by everyone in attendance. The "Nutmeg

gers" Group under the chairmanship of Leon Banks, is to be congratulated on its mar
velous efforts, and even more so for their outstanding "Northern" hospitality. It could 
easily put the famous "Southern" hospitality to shame. 

Congratulations are also in order to Harry Lussey for winning the grand award. 
Other award winners are also sincerely congratulated and all exhibitors thanked for their 
efforts. 

The Toronto Group of BNAPS, under the chairmanship of Vinnie Greene, has taken 
on the I 956 convention, and more about this will be heard in the near future as soon as 
location, date, etc., have been settled. I know we can all look forward to this affair. I am 
quite sure the Toronto boys will do a "stand-up" job, but one of the big prblems that arose 
at Hartford was the matter of getting exhibits, and it is, therefore, up to every member 
of the Society to get their entries in and make the Toronto showing of B.N.A. material 
as fine as that shown at CAPEX-it can be done and should be done! This Society is the 
outstanding society of B.N.A. collectors in the world, and therefore at all its shows the 
outstanding B.N.A. collections should be shown. 

Out of the convention also comes the request that Alex Hyde needs more material 
for the circuit books; Gordon Lewis needs more articles for publication in TOPICS. 

You will also hear in the very near future the arrangements being made under our 
Convention Chairman, AI Kessler, for a get-together during FIPEX in New York in the 
spring. 

I end this letter with the following: MORE EXHIBITS FOR BNAPEX-56- MORE 
MATERIAL FOR THE SALES BOOKS-MORE ARTICLES FOR TOPICS-MORF. 
BNAPS MEMBERS FOR '56. 

MO NTHL Y REPORT 

FROM THE SECRETARY 
JACK LEVINE, 2000 HOPEDALE AVE., CHARLOTTE 7, N.C., U.S.A. 

NEW M EM BERS 
1339 Black, Raymond, 629 Spruce Street, Winnipeg 10, Manitoba. 
1340 Boudignon, Robert F ., 366 Marion Street, Sudbury, Ontario. 
1341 Buchanan, Wi!Uam 0 ., 243 Russell Rill Road, Toronto 7. Ontario. 
1342 Day, Walter T ., 1Sl0 East 11th Street , Vancouver 10, British Columbia. 
1343 DeFrantz, Walter, Sl42 South Parkway, Chicago IS , Illinois. 
1344 Folinsbee, J . A., 760 Marine Drive, West Vancouver, British Columbia. 
134S Huff, Clayton, 92~ Edgewood Avenue, Pelham Manor, New York. 

October IS, 1955. 
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1346 Hunka, Daniel, 115 Vachon Street, Apt. 2, Eastview, Ontario. 
1347 Korzyn, Arthur, 2516 Linden Avenue, Baltimote, Maryland. 
1.348 Laird, W. W., 26 Aroay Crescent, Willowdale, Ontario. 
1349 Moore, Donald E., 2871 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver 8, British Columbia. 
1350 Perkins, Thomas J., 1914 Garvin Avenue, Richmond S, California. 
1351 Powell, Edgar E. C., 10340 Wadhurst Road, Edmonton, Alberta. 
1352 Shales, Arnold Burton, Box 214, Eckville, Alberta. 
1353 Spry, Maj.-Gen. D. C. , 132 Ebury Street, London, S.W.I, England. 
1354 W llliams, Edward A., Millbrook School, Millbrook, New York. 
13SS Williams, John L., 142 Goodala Street, West Boylston, Masachusetts. 

APPLICATIONS PE NDING 
Abels, Robert H., 13205 Aetna Street, Van Nuys, California. 
Brandom, Lee W., 1531 North lst Street, Lufkin, Texas. 
Frampton, Gene W., 6543 Beach Drive, Seattle 16, Washington. 
Green, John V., 95 Passaic Street, Newark 4, New Jersey. 
Harris, A. Leonard, SO Victoria Road North, Soutbsea, England. 
Pike, James A., 1725 West 40th Avt>nue, Vancouver 13, British Columbia. 
Thomson, G . Graham, 56 Brock Street, Kingston, Ontario. 
Wulff, Robert, 232 East 8th Avenue, New Westminster, British Columbia. 

APPLICA'TIONS FOR MEMBERSWP 
(Objections must be filed with the Secretary within 15 days after month of pubUcatlon) 

ALLUM, H. A., 235 Riverside Drive (P.O. Box 743), Drumheller, Alta. (CX) CAN- Mint and used pos· 
tage. Used blocks. P late blocks. Colis. Proposed by H. A. MacMaster, No. 484. Seconded by F. B. 
Eaton, No. 608. 

BROWN, Albert G., 6 Kings Lane, Essex, Coon. (C). Proposed by L. W. Banks, No. 631. 
BROWN, Robert J., 3101 Victoria Ave., Regina, Sask. (CX) CAN, NFD-19th and 20th century mint and 

used postage and blocks. 1st day and 1st ftjght covers. OHMS. Precancels. Mint, used and semi· 
official airmails and on cover. Proposed by G. P. Lewis, No. 506. 

CRUMMEY, Dr. Clarence B., 94 Guestville Ave., Toronto 9, Ont. (C). Proposed by L. W. Banks, No. 631. 
DOWSLEY, Douglas B., 1040 Harvey Avenue, Kelowna, B.C. (D-CX) CAN-19th and 20th century mint 

and used postage and blocks. Plate blocks. Coils. OHMS. Mint booklet panes. Precancels. Mint and 
used airmails. Proposed by R. J. Duncan, No. 37. Seconded by H. G. Walburn, No. 243. 

LaFRANCE, Leo J., 4S2S Nicholas Drive, Knoxville 18, Tenn. (CX) CAN, NFD-20th century mint and 
used postage and mint blocks. Plate blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes. Precancels. Used 
airmails. Postal Stationery entires. Literature. Proposed by J. Levine, No. 1. 

GOOCH, John E., 926-16th St., Bellingham, Wash. (CX) CAN, NFD- Mint and used postage and mint 
blocks. Plate blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes. Mint and used airmails. Proposed by H. A. 
MacMaster, No. 484. Seconded by F. B. Eaton, No. 608 

MENARD, Clement H, 1 I Hartford Ave., Wethersfield 9, Coon. (C). Proposed by L. W. Banks, No. 631. 
MOYLE, Dr. H. B., Tower Hlll Rd., New Hartford, Conn. (C) CAN, NFD-19th century mint and used 

postage. Stampless covers. Proposed by A. Peterson, No. 1312. Seconded by L. W. Banks, No. 631. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Beith, George, 4819 West Saonick Rd, R.R. I, Royal Oak, V.I., British Columbia. 
Denton, Bert K. , c/ o Monsanto Chern. Co., 1700 So. 2nd St., St. Louis 4, Mo. 
Hamilton, H. T., Box 9, Churchill, Mao. (from Edmonton, Alta.) 
Jamieson, Robert A., 45 Bevier St., Binghamton. N.Y. 
Linton, Cpl. H., 2(F)Wing, RCAF, CFPO lOS, CAPO 5052, c / o P.M. , Montreat, Quebec. 
Lyman, Robert W., Box 23, Station D, T.:>ronto 9, Ontario. 
Lynn, Wm., 17 Thelma Ave., Toronto 7, Ont. 
MeAra, John D., 707-49th Ave. S.W., Calgary, Alta. 
McNeil, C. Russell, Group Box No. 108, R.R. No. I, Aldershot, Ontario. 
Novotny, P.O. Box 285, Alfred, N.Y. (from Westmount, Quebec). 
Stewart, A. W., 79 Maple Ave., Yorkton, Sask. (from Winnipeg, Man.) 
Wadden, M. F., 400 West 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 

R ESIGNATIONS RECEIVED 
1013 McMartin, J . B., S9 East 6th Street, Kinooa, Minnesota. 
919 Ramsey, Rev. F. A., 915 West 23rd Ave., Vancouver 9, British Columbia. 

1138 Wellburn, Ethel May, Box 427, Duncan, British Columbia. 

D ECEASED 
1349 Moore, Donald E., 2871 West 4th Ave., Vancouver, British Columbia. 

477 Thomas, Alice C., 8308 Cadwalader Rd., Elkins Park, Philadelphia 17, Penna. 
488 Smart, James D., S83 Mary St., Oshawa, Ont. 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, September 15, 19SS 

NEW MEMBERS, October IS, 1955 
920 

17 

DECEASED, October IS, 19SS ............................................ .. .... 2 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, October 15, 1955 

NOVEMBER 1955 

937 

935 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 
Nominations 

The following members' names have been placed in nomination for the office of Board 
of Governors for 19S6-S9. The Secretary, not beadna to tbe contrary before November IS, 
19SS. will cause these names to be entered on the Offlc:lal Ballot for the election of Board 
of Governors for 19S6-S9: 

Dulel C. M.,yenon, Harrison, N.Y. 
Harris A. Mac:Maste.-, Vancouver, B.C. 
Dunon A. Copp, Edmonton, Alta. 
Submitted by: Philadelphia Group. 

Minutes 

lACK LEVINE, Secretary. 

OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Held at the Statler Hotel , Hartford , Conn., Saturday, Oct. 2, 1955 

(Meeting at 11 a.m.) 
A quorem being present, Mr. Charles P. 

deVolpi, President, took the chair and of
ficially declared the meeting open for the 
consideration of such business as might 
come before it. Mr. deVolpi designated Mr. 
Daniel C. Meyerson as Sergeant-at-Arms 
for the meeting. 

The chair recognized a motion by Mr. 
Arthur Moll, seconded by Dr. J. Balassa, 
that the meeting dispense with the reading 
of the minutes of the J?revious annual meet
ing as published in BNA TOPICS for De
cember 1954, and that these published min
utes be voted accepted as having been read. 
The motion was affirmed and so ordered. 

The Secretary, Mr. Jack Levine, advised 
the chair that there was no correspondence 
to be read to the meeting aod the meeting 
was forthwith similarly advised. 

The President, Mr. deVolpi, formally and 
officially expressed and extended a warm 
welcome to aJI members and visitors to the 
convention and meeting. The President asked 
the meeting to rise for a "moment of si
lence" in memory and prayer to those mem
bers of BNAPS who passed away during 
the year. The President expressed his sin
cere appreciation to the members and of
ficers for their splendid co-operation in help
ing him effect some further benefits and ad
vances for the Society to what he hoped 
was a successful year. He especially com
mended the members of the Board of Gov
ernors for their very fine study and con-
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sideration of all matters brought to thei1 
attention and action. In conclusion, Mr. 
deVolpi lauded the committee in charge and 
responsible for this convention and exhibi
tion for the excellent and most successful 
affair in every respect. Mr. deVolpi called 
on the Vice-President for his report to the 
annual meeting. 

Mr. George B. Llewellyn, Vice-President, 
offered the following report: 

REPORT OF THE 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

To the best of my knowledge and belief 
thjs is the first formal Vice-Presidential re
port to be presented to the Society. 

Earlier this year I appointed 25 Regional 
Directors whose duty it is to foster and 
promote the welfare of the Society. In mak
ing these appointments consideration was 
given, not only to the geographical location 
of the Directors, but primarily to their en
thusiasm in furthering the welfare of the 
Society as evidenced by past activity, or by 
the recommendation · of fellow members. 
The names and addresses of these Regional 
Dirctors appear in the 1955 Yearbook. 

Up until the present this has been al
most the only duty to be performed by my 
office. 

Before closing, however, I would like to 
record the fact that due to the farsighted 
policy of President deVolpi in directing 
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copies of all official correspondence to me, 
the business of the Society could proceed 
with a minimum of delay or confusion in 
the event of an emergency. I would like to 
recommend that this procedure be made 
mandatory in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, 
G. B. LLEWELLYN, Vice-President. 

It was moved by Mr. Llewellyn, seconded 
by Mr. Culhane, that the report of the Vi.ce
President be accepted as read. The mot1on 
was accepted and voted approved. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
The Treasurer's Report for the year 1954 

was published in the July-August issue of 
BNA TOPICS and with your permission I 
will not take your time to repeat it here. 
However, if there are any questions about 
that report I will be glad to try to answer 
them. 

Detailed interim reports have been pre
pared which cover the financial operations of 
the Society from January 1 to September 21 
of this year. This period was selected for 
comparative purposes as it was the period 
covered in the interim reports at each of 
the past two annual meetings. Copies of 
these reports of receipts and disbursements 
and of operations for the year to September 
21 have been handed to the Chairman of 
the Board, the President, the Secretary and 
to the Editor for publication. (See Table 2, 
page 330). 

I purpose at this time to give you just a 
summary of the operations for this year to 
September 2 I , as I believe that you will be 
more interested in how we are faring fi. 
nancially this year and will not wish to be 
bored with a great mass of figures. No in
come or expenses in connection with the 
1955 Yearbook are included as they are not 
as yet completely available. Nor have I in
cluded any of the funds so far collected 
towards defraying the cost of a lounge at 
FIPEX as this is to be an undertaking by 
those members of the Society who volunteer 
for it and it is only in its formative stage 
now. You will hear more about this from 
other members. 

For the period covered, the income from 
all sources has been $3284 or $184 more 
than for the same period last year. Income 
from TOPICS accounts for about $30 of 
this increase. Renewal dues have been about 
$240 more but dues and fees from new 
members have been about $90 less than 
last year. Expenses for the period have been 
$2573 or $333 more than last year. Thus 
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we had $149 less of current funds than we 
had last year at this time for use toward 
expenses from September 21 to Decem
ber 31. 

The balance of 1955 funds available for 
1955 expenses, as of September 21, was 
$710. The estimated income for the re
mainder of 1955 is $300. Thus, it is esti
mated that $1010 will be available to pay 
the estimated expenses of $980 for the same 
period and leave a surplus of .about $30. 

The annual report of tbe Treasurer for 
the past two years has carried, in the Bal
ance Sheet, a reserve item of $125 to cover 
the cost of incorporating our Society. The 
Society has now been incorporated in the 
District of Columbia at a cost of $119.73 
and the difference bas been added to the 
1955 income. This subject will no doubt be 
brought to your attention more fully by 
others. 

This report is respectfully submitted for 
your consideration. 1 move its approval. 

W. C. PETERMAN, Treasure. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Moll 
and voted approved. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be 

with you once again at a BN APS conven
tion. I had to forego that pleasure last year, 
and I sincerely hope that such denials will 
be far and in-between, if ever. 

It was recorded in the minutes of last 
year's convention that, due to the Secre
tary's inability to be present and provide a 
report to the meeting, it would be published 
in a subsequent issue of the magazine and 
thereupon become part of last year's min
utes. This was not done and I do apologize 
with the explanation that it was unavoid
able, perhaps impossible. J am, therefore, in
cluding all information for last year's re
port in this one so that it is offered and, if 
approved, becomes officially recorded in the 
minutes of the Society. 

Jt has been the practice to provide a 
monthly analysis of membership enrollment 
for the year, plus a membership summary 
for the year, and a comparative analysis of 
membership development for the present 
and past two years. These are provided here
with and follow, but I will not burden nor 
try your patience with all the figures for 
these years unless so requested. They appear 

(Continued on page 331) 



TABLE 1 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS OF MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT 
October 1 5, 1953 to September 1 5, 1954 

(Figures for 1953 in parentheses) 

10- 15-53--4 
11 - 15-53-4 
12-15-53- 4 

New Members Replaced Dropped 
(21) 23 ( 1) 

Resigned 
1 

( 9) 9 14 ( 1) 3 
( 21) 1 0 2 ( 36) (2) 
( 5) 10 (3) ( 4) 2 1- 15-54- 5 

2-15-54- 5 
3- 15-54- 5 
4 -15-54- 5 
5- 15-54- 5 
6 - 15-54- 5 
8- 15-54- 5 
9-1 5-54- 5 

( 9) 8 (2) (8) 4 
(13) 9 ( 2 ) 18 
(11) 9 (1) 2 
(10) 6 (I) 
(26) 7 (2) 
(16) 19 

TOTALS _ ..... (141) 110 (6 ) 3 (40) 16 (17) 

TABLE 2 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
January 1 to September 21, 1955 

INCOME 
Membership Dues, 1954 (paid in 1955) ..................................................... . 
Membership Dues, 1955 renewals ..................•................. ........................... . 
Membership Dues, 1955 from Life MemberJhip Fund ....... ........................... .. 
Membership Dues, 1955 new members ..................... -------- ---------------- --.. ..... . 
Membership Fees, 1955 new members ...... .. ............. ----- -- -- -------- --.. ........... . 

Topics: 
Adverti sing ------- ----------- ------ __ •. .. •• .. •• •• •• ••• .. · -- · ----- · --- -- ----------
Subscrip tions a nd Bock Issues ----------- .. ... .. _ -·----------- ------.. ·-

Gift of Maj. K. H. White (Royalty on Plate Block Cata logue) ................. . 
Miscellaneous ... . ........................................................................ . . 
Accounts Receivable: 

Topics Advertising .................... ... .......................................................... .. 
Dues in Abeyance ...... .... .............. ................................ ......................... .. 

TOTAL INCOME 
EXPENSES 

Topics : 
Prinling- 7 issues of 1955 ... .. ............. ................ ... ......... .... ... .. ........... .. 
Cuts ... .. ........................ ................................ .. ... ............ ...... . 
Address ing a nd Mail ing ......................... ~ ............... ............ ....... ............. . 
Postage ................. ... ........... ... ........................................... ...... .... .. ... . 
Envelopes ...................... ...... ............................................... ................ .. 
Miscellaneous __ . ......... ...... ......... ··- · .••• • ......................................... . 

General Expenses : 
Postage . . ........................ ............ . ....... ............. ......... ............ .. 
Stationery .. ................................ ....... . .. ·· ············----.. · ------------- --- .... .. 
Membership Cards, Ballots and Envelopes ............. ------------------- --......... .. 
Statement Forms and Application Forms _ ............................. ........ ........ .. 
Advertising . .. ........... ... ................. ~ ........................................... ........... .... . 
Premium on Fidelity Bonds ........ ... .............................. ... ........... ............. .. .. 
Miscellaneous ..... ... ....... ........................................... "· --- ··------- ----- --------.... . 

Library ........................... .................. .. ................. ........... ............... ....... ... .... . 
TypewriterJ ( 2) - Amortization ......................................... .......... ............ . 

TOTAL EXPE NSES 
BALANCE of 1955 funds as of September 2 1 

29 

$ 4.75 
2408.22 

60.00 
165.30 

70.00 

$ 437.15 
16.67 

25.00 
5.41 

85.52 
6.00 

$1435.33 
280.51 

51.08 
11 0.45 
104.78 
47.18 

174.42 
111.72 

24.40 
27.73 

9.00 
4 5.00 
15.70 

95.75 
40.00 

Deceasecf 

(2) 2 
(1) 2 

2 
(I) 
(1) 1 

(5) 

1 
2 
2 

12 

$2708.27 

453.82 

25.00 
5.41 

91.52 

$3284.92 

$ 20 29,33 

407.97 

95.75 
40.00 

$2573.05 
7 10.97 

$3284.92 
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in this report and wiJI be published in the 
magazine. (See Table 1, page 330). 

Memben hlp Summary 
Sept. 15, 1953 to Sept. 15, 1954 

Total Membership as of Sept. IS, 1953 .... 779 
New Members, 10·15·53 to 9·15·54 .......... 131 
Replaced on Rolls, 10·1.5-53 to 9-1.5·.54 .... 6 

Dropped from Rolls, 10-15·53 to 9·15·54 40 
Res(Jinatlons Accepted, IC>-15·53 to 9-1.5·.54 17 
Deceased, IC>-1.5-.53 to 9-1.5·54 ......... ............ 5 

926 

62 

Total Membership as of Sept. IS, 1954 .... 864 

Membership Summary 
Sept, 15, 1954 to Sept. 15, 1955 

Total Membership as of Sept. 15, 1954 .... 864 
New Members, IC>-1.5·54 to 9·15·55 ..... 110 
Replaced on Rolls, 1().15·54 to 9·15·55 .... 3 

Dropped from Rolls, IC>-15-54 to 9·15-55 16 
Reslanatlons Accepted, 10·15·54 to 9·15·55 29 
Deceased, 10·15·54 to 9-lS·SS ........ .... 12 

Total Membership as of Sept. IS, 1955 .... 

917 

S7 

920 

The following is a comparative analysis of mem· 
bership :1s of Sept. 15, 1953, 1954 and 19.55: 

1953 1954 
Total Membership ................... . 779 864 

New Members ..................... .. 135 lSI 
Replaced on Rolls .... ............ .. 2 6 
Gross Membership Increase 137 147 
Dropped from Rolls ............. . 29 40 
Resignations Accepted ...... .. 23 17 
Deceased ................................. . 7 s 
Gross Membership loss ...... .. 59 62 

Net Membership increase .... .. 78 85 

1955 
920 
110 

3 
113 
16 
29 
12 
.57 
56 

A study of the above comparative analy
sis reveals several gratifying aspects in that 
once again our total losses in membership 
from members dropped from the rolls, re
signations and deaths continues to b~ very 
small; in fact, smaller this year than the 
past two years--57 or 6.2 per cent this year 
as against 62 or 7.1 per cent last year, and 
59 or 7.5 per cent in 1953. While the net 
increase in membership is less this year as 
against the past two years (56 vs. 85 and 78), 
this was caused, as shown, not by greater 
losses but by a smaller enrollment-1 1 0 vs. 
141 and 135. To sum u.P on membership de
velopment, I am pelased to be able to re
port from the above figures that, as in every 
preceding year, membership continues to 
grow larger and losses small and even 
smaller. 

For the purpose of determining the winner 
of the PRESIDENT'S AWARD for 1953 
for the enrollment of the most members 
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from January to December 1953, the fol
lowing record shows the number of new 
members enrolled by members from Janu
ary 1953. I will not read the complete list 
as it appears and will be published but will 
only report that the figures of enrollment 
show the winner to be Harris A. MacMas
ter, with 26 new members recruited as 
against the next highest number of 11 by R. 
J. Duncan. 

Membership Earollmeot 
Jaa. 1953 to Dec:. 1953 

H. A. MacMaster 26; R. 1. Duncan II: E. A. 
Richardson 7; L. W. Banks 6. R. P. Hedley 5; 
0. C. Meyerson S. 3 each: T. B. Higginson, P. J. 
Hursl, c. P. deVolpl. 2 each: G. E. Foster, F. C. 
Bricker, E. P. Warren, F. L. Wilson, J . S. Siverls, 
R W. Lyman, W. C. Pelerman, B. C. Binks, C. G. 
Kemp. I each: R. C. Searles, 0. P. Mower, L . D. 
Shoemaker, R. Burr, H. I. Nelson, H. L. Paine, 
M. L. Brown, J. R. Barraclough. T. 1. Butt . J. H . 
Johnson, Y G. Greene, E. McGrath, W. H . Rus· 
sell. C. A. Anderson, 0. Fraser, w. Worwood, M. 
Kay, L. Baresh, H. H. Parker, C. Jones, G. H. 
Moxham, R. C. Meyerson, G. desRivieres, A. H. 
Kessler, J. P. Rouleau, J . C. St. Laurent. G. P. 
Lewis 10; 1. Levine 10. 

Member~hlp Recruiting 
Jan. 1954 to D ec:. 1954 

W. C. Rockett 14; R. J . Duncan 13; C. Make· 
reaee 10: H. A. MacMaster 8: E. A. Harris S; 
E. A. Richardson 3; Y. G. Greene 3; Or. M. Camp
bell 3. 2 each: L. W. Banks, Dr. M. C. Adamson, 
R. W. Lyman, J. W. McGuire. N . Todd. J . S. Sl· 
verts, A. H. Kessler, H. W. Francis. 1 each: R. Y. 
vonK.Iippstein, A. W. Stewart, Or. C. J. Nemers, G. 
E. Foster, G. M. Hill, D. C. Meyerson, E. P. War· 
ren, D A. Young, 1. Y. Rogers, E. C. Doner, J. 
Lane, G. Olivier, P. Mullins, W. S. McNutt, H. W. 
Lussey, J . M. Young, L. G. Bowie, B. 7.•tkerman, 
J . B. McLelland, M. Kay, W. F. B. Marlin, P . 
Marsden, N. S. Bond, H . G. Saxton, L. Mitchell, C. 
deYotpl, H Reiche, D . M. Steele. C. F . Southey, 
H. Rubi3iak. 

For the purpose of determining the win
ner of the PRESIDENT'S A WARD for 1954 
for the enrollment of the most members dur
ing January to December 1954, the fore
going recruiting analysis shows the winner 
to be Wilmer C. Rockect. 

To select a winner of the VINCENT G. 
GREENE AWARD, the nine members of 
the Board of Governors, the four elected of
ficers and the donor of the award are can
vassed for their first, second and third se
lections. These selections are allowed three 
points when a first choice, two when a sec
ond and one when a third. On this basis, 
the points received for 1953 were: 

Lloyd W. Sharpe 16; Marshall Kay 9; 
Meyerson, D. C. and W. S., 8; P.E.I. Study 
Group 6; and accordingly, the winner of 
the Vincent G. Greene Award for 1953 is 
Lloyd W. Sharpe. 
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On the same point basis, the following 
shows the voting for the 1954 winner: Per
fin Study Group 16; D. C. Meyerson 13; 
Georges April 9; Dr. Alfred Whitehead 7; 
Peter J . Hurst 7; Edward J . Whiting 3; 
Revenue Study Group 3; Lt. John S. Gor
don 1; F. W. L. Keane 1; accordingly, the 
winner of the Vincent G. Greene Award for 
1954 is The Perfin Study Group. 

I would like to add for clarification, that 
the Vincent G. Greene Award is awarded 
annually to the author or authors who con
tributed the best original article or column 
and which first appeared in BNA TOPICS. 

Once again it is my pleasure and privilege 
to bring you a very fine report, especially 
on membership development. Our member
ship continues to grow larger each year and 
one might expect losses to be proportionately 
greater. However, as mentioned, such is not 
the case in SNAPS; rather is it to the con
trary-6.2 per cent this year as against 7 
per cent in previous years. I want to em
phasize that the one category of losses
dropped for non-payment of dues-is the 
one deserving and receiving the most con
cern because of its apparent indication of a 
possible lack of satisfaction with the So
ciety; most resignations are due to ill health 
or stopping collecting. The percentage loss 
from dropped members is 1.7 per cent! 1 
may presume to remark that I don't think 
many societies can boast a better indication 
of satisfaction with the Society. 

This report is respectfully submitted for 
your approval and I so move. 

JACK LEVINE, Secretary. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Moll 

and voted approved. 

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

When I presented my report at Niagara 
Falls last year, 1 though it would be my last 
report as Chairman of the Board of Govern
ors. Appearing before you again in the same 
capacity, I desire to repeat that I fully ap
preciate the honor bestowed upon me. Once 
again I also want to express my thanks for 
the splendid co-operation I have received 
during the year. 

I report to you that the past year has 
again been a busy one. Your Officers and 
Board of Governors have dealt not only 
with routine matters, but with many ques
tions of importance to the Society. 

If I may repeat myself, to cover in any 
detail all matters handled would make this 

332 

report too lengthy. I shall, therefore, as in 
the past, not deal with what may be termeJ 
routine matters. You will again realize that 
not all matters dealt with in this report 
have yet been fully brought to completion, 
and in some instances the report is perhaps 
a personal one, rather than the report of 
the full Board. 

Before going on to what might be termed 
new business. I feel that comment should 
be made on matters dealt with in my re
port given at our last convention in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. 

First, I would like to comment on our 
splendid magazine, TOPICS. I am sure we 
all feel it bas improved greatly and we 
continue to owe to our Editor, Gordon 
Lewis, a substantial debt of gratitude for 
his splendid work. Your Board of Govern
ors urges you to increase your efforts in 
sending him articles, comments and notes 
on your discoveries. Basically it is YOUR 
magazine. You must keep it alive. Your 
contributions are its life blood. 

As suggested in my report last year, a 
Board of Editors has been set up along the 
lines suggested arid is functioning, or ready 
to do so, when called upon. It should prove 
of value. 

A Convention Committee, as suggested in 
my 1954 report, is now in existence and has 
worked with your host club committee for 
this convention. It is felt that this commit
tee can and will help in many of the prob
lems faced in running a convention from 
year to year. It is not the intention of this 
committee, as J understand it, to dictate to 
the host club committee, but rather to sug
gest and help. We all know that the pub
licity for this year's convention has been 
good and was started early. I personally 
think this is the right idea. 

We see on the program for this conven
tion that our ladies are being taken care of. 
I think that it is a very important thing that, 
in our convention program provision should 
be made for their entertainment. I need 
scarcely say to you that if we go along for 
a year or two without providing entertain
ment for our ladies, they will cease to at
tend our convention and I personally have 
little doubt this would lower the number of 
our members who attend. Our conventions 
have developed into very friendly parties 
and the pleasure of having our ladies with 
us adds greatly to this. I understand that a 
meeting bas been held between the host 
group committee and the Society's Conven
tion Committee and the Officers of the So
ciety to discuss convention problems. I think 
this in an excellent move. 
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I understand that a permanent Examing 
Board to help the Sales Manager has, or is 
being, set up. Our Sales Manager, who fills 
a very important place in our Society, often 
is called upon to check books and it is a 
great advantage to him to have what might 
be termed experts to whom he can refer 
these books. It is a simple fact that we must 
realize, that no one person can know every
thing about all stamps, and we should not 
place upon our Sales Manager the responsi
bility of having to verify personally all ma
terial sent to him. 

It is regretted that no committee, as sug
gested in my last report, is yet functioning 
with regard to the redrafting of our rules, 
regulations, by-laws, etc. Once again your 
Board of Governors urges that this be done 
and we hope this matter will be dealt with 
at this meeting. This is of particular im
portance now that our Charter is ready 
for us. 

As you know, the classification of exhibits 
and awards and special awards was dealt 
with shortly prior to our last convention, 
and a new set of rules was laid down as to 
awards and classification. We shall now 
have gone through two years using this set
up and we should be able to judge some
what better how it is working out. Combined 
with this is the question of special awards, 
over and above our Society grand award and 
and medals. This has been under almost 
constant discussion since our last conven
tion and as yet no definite decision has been 
made on it. Certain members and groups of 
members have desired to place at the ser
vice of the Society, cups or other trophies 
commemorating certain members who have 
died or awards for special groups. These 
would, so to speak, be over and above our 
authorized awards. This your Board of Gov
ernors considers is a very serious question 
and it is hoped that it will receive full and 
careful consideration at this annual meeting. 

Last year I suggested that a committee 
should be set up to deal with the printing of 
pamphlets and books under the name of or 
sponsored by the Society. There has also 
been a great deal of discussion, mostly by 
mail, on this matter and though it was sug
gested a committee be set up to handle 
this, so far one has not been designated 
and it is hoped that this matter will be dealt 
with here. 

Last year in my report I suggested that 
there should be added to your Board of 
Governors, which presently consists of nine 
elected members, who in turn elect their 
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own Chairman, certain officers of the So
ciety. I consider that your President, Vice
President and Secretary should at least be 
ex-officio members of this Board. I add to 
my thoughts of last year that they should 
not be voting members of the Board. I do 
think, however, that they should be, as I 
suggest, ex-officio members because they 
work so closely with the Board and are, so 
to speak, the senior Officers of your Society. 
I hope this will be dealt with on the agenda 
at the general meeting. This matter could 
perhaps be considered along with the accep
tance of our new charter. 

Now I shall go on with what are perhaps 
new matters, not specifically dealt with per
haps, but in some instances mentioned in 
my last report. First of all there has been 
some discussion, mostly by mail, of copy
righting our magazine and pamphlets is
sued under the authority of the Society. So 
far, opinion seems to be not wholly unani
mous as to the necessity of this. I think it 
has some virtues, but suggest that this is a 
matter for discussion at this meeting. 

I am pleased to report that the incorpora
tion of the Society is now completed and 
we have largely to thank Clifford R. Schu
man (No. 501) for this, and I wish to com
pliment him for the splendid work he has 
done in this matter. 

Another matter that has been discussed 
considerably, and I see is on the agenda for 
the meeting, is the time at which our new 
officers take over their duties. I wilt not deal 
with this at any length in mv report but I 
think that letting the new officers wait for 
several months before taking over is wrong. 
I think they should be installed perhaps at 
the convention each year, or perhaps as 
soon as they are elected. 

Some discussion has taken place on the 
issuing of a special card for life membership. 
Perhaps our Secretary will give you the de
tails of it and a proposed new membership 
card as well. He also has under way a new 
introductory pamphlet and application form. 

We are happy, as your Board, to be able 
to report that there has been little in the way 
of disciplinary matters required to be han
dled this year. This, I think, is definitely 
worthy of mention, as it shows how well the 
Society is functioning and the members 
working with each other. 

It is strongly suggested that the agenda 
for the general meeting should be available 
to the Officers of the Society, including the 
members of the Board of Governors, prior 
to the date of the convention, so that they 
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~an give some study to the questions. It is 
also urged that the agenda be made avail
able to all those attending the convention 
at the time of opening of the convention, 
and also be published in TOPICS. Perhaps 
members should be asked to send in their 
views in writing if not attending the meet
ing. 

Some discussion has taken place with re
gard to making available bourse tables to 
non-members. The opinion on this is devided 
but I think it should be discussed at our 
·open meeting. The basic reason for sug
gesting that they be made available is that 
the bourse is a great attraction to those at
tending the convention. True, the member
ship of the club costs little and any person 
who wants a table at the bourse perhaps 
should not be too niggerdly to pay our fee . 
I wonder if, perhaps, the suggestion that 
applications be received and if the applicant 
is awarded a table and is not a member then 
his membership fee should automatically be 
added to or included in the cost of his bourse 
table. 

There has been some correspondence with 
regard to changing the name of our periodi
cal. Several suggestions as to names have 
been made. I see that it is a matter for dis
cussion on the agenda and I shall not en
large upon it. 

I feel that I should make some reference 
to the position of the Society with regard 
to matters involving members. I refer par
ticularly to a situation where a member bas 
not made proper returns for material sent 
to him, particularly by another member. 
Also, 1 refer to the question where we, so 
to speak, have a complaint, as it might be 
termed, by a dealer that one of our mem
bers is delinquent in his dealings. While the 
Officers and members of the Board of Gov
ernors try in most cases to straighten out 
such matters, I would point out that there is 
basically no responsibility on the Society to 
do so. The Society is not in any sense of the 
word a collection agency. We do feel, of 
course, that where a justifiable complaint, as 
mentioned, is registered with the Society, 
that it does, so to speak, have a bearing on 
whether the member is conducting himself 
"Properly as a member of the Society. 

As Chairman of your Board of Govern
'Ors, I would be very remiss if I did not 
mention the great loss your Board feels at 
the death of prominent members of the So
-ciety during the past year. We have suffered 
the loss of more than one outstanding mem
ber. Your Board extends its sympathy to 
the loved ones of those who have passed on. 

In closing, again I fully expect that this 
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will be the last time I have the honor to pre
sent a report as Chairman of your Board of 
Govern'lrs. This splendid Society which 
stands to high, can give none of its mem
bers a greater honor than that of Chair
man of the Board of Governors. If some of 
the observations and comments in this re
port are perhaps more personal than those 
of the Board as a whole, 1 apologize for it. 
I personally have thought they were worthy 
of bringing to your attention. 

Once again I give thanks to all members 
of the Board and Officers of the Society for 
honoring me with this position and the co
operation I have had during the past year. 

I move the adoption of this report. 
L. W. SHARPE, Chairman, 

Board of Governors. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Hoff

man and voted accepted. 

REPORT OF THE EDITOR 
The Secretary, Mr. Levine, read a cor

respondence from the Editor, Mr. Gordon 
P. Lewis, in which he expresed his sincere 
regrets at not being able to attend the con
vention. Mr. Lewis wrote: "I wish you would 
make an impassioned plea for more material 
for BNA TOPICS. I have a number of short 
items but urgently need more of the feature 
article type." At the conclusion of the read
ing of the Editor's letter, the President com
mended the excellent magazine the Editor, 
Mr. Lewis, is producing and providing and 
asked the members to extend every effort 
to co-operate and assist the Editor in his 
request for material for publication. 

REPORT OF THE 
EDITORIAL BOARD 

Mr. Vincent G. Greene, Chairman of the 
Editorial Board, reported to the meeting 
that two articles had been submitted to the 
Board for review before publication and had 
been so reviewed by them. Mr. Greene 
praised the fine quality of the material sub
mitted and published in the magazine and 
also repeated the request for continued sup
port of the magazine with contributions of 
articles of such fine standard. 

REPORT OF THE 
ADVERTISING MANAGER 

Display advertising revenue for the first 
seven months of 1955 is slightly ahead of 
last year's record pace. The figures for the 
five years, 1950-54 inclusive, and a com
parison of the first seven months of 1955 
with the comparable period for 1954, are 
as follows: 
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Display Advertising Revenue 
(exclusive of Yearbook) 

1950 1951 Increase % 
$368.00 $389.49 $ 21.49 5.84 

1951 1952 Increase % 
$389.49 $406.96 s 17.47 4.49 

1952 1953 Increase % 
$406.96 $561.05 $154.09 37.86 

1953 1954 Increase % 
$561.05 *$743.00 $181.95 32.4 
7 mos. '54 7 mos. '55 Increase % 
$502.00 ••$521.00 s 19.00 3.8 
• Indicates approximate figures. 

,... Does not include certain ads., the status 
of which is still to be determined. 

Display Advertising Revenue (Y.earbook) 

Yearbook display advertising revenue hit 
a new high this year with a total of 74 ads. 
grossing $502.50 versus 64 ads. in 1954 to
talling $429.50, an increase of $73. 

Again I would like to thank all those 
Joyal members who supported this special 
effort by the use of advertising space. 

Respectfully submitted, 
G. B. LLEWELLYN, 

Advertising Manager, 

It was moved by Mr. Llewellyn, second
ed by Mr. Chadbourne, that the report be 
accepted as read. The motion was affirmed 
and so ordered. 

REPORT OF THE 
SALES MANAGER 

Your Sales Manager took physical pos
session of the assets and records of the Sales 
Department on December 22, 1954. After 
familiarizing himself with the records, the 
contents of the sales books and the re
quirements indicated by the list of poten
tial buyers, he began to send out circuits 
about the middle of February 1955. Thirty
four regular circuits were sent out to groups 
of seven buyers each by the early part of 
June, when further circuit sendings were 
terminated for the summer. In addition to 
these, special sendings were made to vari
ous regional groups who requested these, 
usually on a monthly basis, notably to those 
at Philadelphia, New York and Edmonton. 

During this period of operation, your 
Sales Department sold stamps and covers to 
a total of $2,252.30. 

A statement of the condition of the Sales 
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Department as of December 22, 1954, and 
as of August 25, 1955, follows: 

o~.11, 1954 
Cash In bank ................ $1560.17 
Clrculatlna value ........ 9807.83 
Reserve , lnsur. Rec. .... 21S.23 

Aug. 15, 1955 
$2718.96 
7720.60 

198.38 

Owners payable ............. $10,609.SI $9,S94.S1 
rnsurance Fund .............. 802.S4 84S.42 
Operating Surplus .......... 171.18 t97.9S 

(The books of account are maintained on 
a cash, rather than an accrual basis, and the 
figures, therefore, take no cognizance of 
accrued commissions earned until actually 
received through retirement of the sales 
books involved.) 

The state of income and expense for the 
Sales Departrnen for the period is: 
1n~ome 

Commissions collected .......... ........... $80.60 
Book sales ... ..... ........... ..... .......... .......... S.6S 
Forelan exchanae premium .............. 1.43 $87.68 

Ex~nse 
Stationery and printina ..................... $18.19 
Postage, registry (net) ........................ 42.72 $60.91 

Net Balance to operating surplus .......... .. $26.77 

Insurance 
A commercial insurance policy of tho! 

floater type has been obtained to protect 
the Society and the owners against loss re
sulting from most types of insurable risks. 
The notable exceptions are losses resulting 
from handling, deterioration, mysterious 
disappearance of individual items, and 
breach of trust. The total amount of in
surance is $10,000. While coverage is com
plete on sales books valued at $ 1 SO and less, 
only a stated percentage of the total value 
insured may be in books valued at $150 to 
$500 each. 

Your Sales Manager feels this obtaining 
of outside insurance to be a matter of great 
importance to the Department and the So
ciety, since our own insurance fund mani
festly might be unable to cope with a loss 
resulting from a major catastrophe. 

The possible limitation of insurance on 
books valued in the $I 50 to $500 class has 
been no obstacle in covering to date, but to 
combat the possibility of losing partial cov
erage, your Sales Manager has been re
questing potential sellers to make every 
effort to limit the total value of each new 
sales book entered to the $150 (full cover
age) figure, and has further requested that 
no new single book valued at over $500 be 
sent for entry before writing the Sales 
Manager. 

The cost to the Society of this insurance 
policy is $100 per year. It is important to 
note that to liquidate this cost, we must 
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obtain at least $5,000 per year of new ma
terial entered for sale in the Department. 
Losses 

Your Sales Manager is happy to report 
that no losses of any consequence occurred 
during the past season, and no claim of any 
sort has been required against our insur
ance carrier. 

The only losses consisted of four items in 
the "mysterious disappearance" class, total
ling 93 cents in price, for which no report 
was made and no buyer's signature appeared. 
Since these occurred in four different circuits 
and because of the very small amounts in
volved, your Sales Manager deemed it wise 
to absorb the loss and charge it to our own 
fund. 

However, buyers in the circuits should be 
reminded that as a matter of procedure 
they should check each book upon receipt 
to determine that no blank spaces without 
signature occur. Failure to report such an 
omission necessarily renders the last buyer 
of record liable for the price of the item 
involved. 

Dearth of Sellers 
It seems strange indeed that with an ac

tive buyers' list of several hundred mem
bers, only a few relatively- less than 5 per 
cent of the membership--are currently tak
ing advantage of the opportunity afforded 
by the Sales Department for the easy and 
economical disposal of their surplus B.N.A. 
material. This is rendered even less explic
able when we consider the large B.N.A. 
holdings of our membership, and the fact 
that we have been able to sell in substantial 
volume for many of our members who had 
desirable material to s~bmit and the will to 
price it to move. 

It will be noted that our statement indi
cates a drop in circulating value (the value 
of unsold material entered for sale) of over 
$2,000 for the period. This, of course, re
flects a more rapid rate of sale and retire
ment than of entry of new material. To 
maintain our level of sales, and to acquire 
the volume of new entries required to liqui
date our insurance costs, the balance of the 
year will have to provide in accelerated rate 
a larger amount of new material for sale. 

It would be tragic indeed for many in 
BNAPS if the Sales Department, having de
veloped so well over the years, should be 
forced to wither for Jack of its life blood-· 
goods to sell. 

A greater degree of participation as seller 
by the membership is urged. 

The Operating Problem: Delinquency 
Your Sales Manager has been impressed 
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by the high degree of co-operation with the 
Department and observance of the rules by 
the buying membership. Because it is rela
tively so much less common, and because in 
its restriction on circulation it is so unfair to 
the large observing majority and to the 
owners, your Sales Manager has been con
siderably concerned over the problem of the 
delinquent return. 

Your Sales Manager believes that a sys
tem of mandatory fines might tend to en
courage the negligent buyer to observe the 
rules, and in cases of gross abuse, of course, 
he has the weapon of suspension. He solicits 
the aid of the Board of Governors in estab
lishing such a fair and workable system of 
fines. This step is taken reluctantly, yet in 
the belief that maintaining a proper effi
ciency of operation renders it necessary. 
Prognostic 

In view of the large percentage of mem
bers who are active buyers in the Sales De
partment, many repeatedly making substan
tial purchases, there seems little doubt that 
given the support of the membership in the 
furnishing of sufficient attractive new mater
ial, the Sales Department may look forward 
to an extremely active and successful sell
ing season. 

Your Sales Manager anticipates that this 
co-operation of the membership will be 
forthcoming, and that his next report will 
reflect the happy result. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALEXANDER HYDE, 

Sales Manager. 
It was moved by Mr. Hyde, seconded by 

Mr. Moll, that the report be accepted as 
read. The motion was approved. 

FURTHER REPORTS 
Mr. Alfred Kessler, Publicity Director, 

reported to the meeting that he was very 
pleased to be able to advise that his com
mittee has received very fine co-operation 
from the various philatelic magazines, peri
odicals and press, for which they were very 
grateful. Especially commendable was the 
excellent coverage provided to the present 
convention, no small part of which was due 
to the ready supply of information releases 
provided by the convention committee of 
the Hartford "Nutmeggers" Group. 

Reporting further for the BNAPS Con
vention Committee as its Chairman, Mr. 
Kessler referred the meeting to the report 
of the Chairman of the Board of Governors 
in which reference and report is made on 
that committee. He further advised that the 
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committee worked very harmoniously with 
the Hartford committee and received valu
able experience to help with further conven
tions. Mr. Kessler expresed the apprecia
tion of the committee for the assistance and 
co-operation they received from all with 
whom they had to work. 

Mr. Wilmer C. Rockett, reporting for the 
Revenue Study Group, lauded the fine work 
being done by the secretary of that group, 
Prof. R. DeL. French, in compiling and 
preparing the material and news for the 
regular column of that group in BNA 
TOPICS. Mr. Rockett reminded the mem· 
bers that participation in the group was 
open to any members of BNAPS interested 
in that phase of collecting and assured any 
such interested member that be would sure-
ly enjoy his participation. · 

Mr. Robert Woolley, reporting for the 
Perlin Study Group, related that after two 
years of study and preparation, the group 
had finished compiling and had published 
the handbook, "Canadian Stamps With Per
forated Initials" by the Society. He ex
pressed appreciation and thanks to Gordon 
Lewis, Editor of BNA TOPICS, as respon
sible for the fine printing job on the hand
book. He also thanked all who had helped 
to make the book the fine work it is. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The President, Mr. deVolpi, called for 

any unfinished business to be considered by 
the meeting and rose to announce that h¢ 
had appointed Mr. Daniel C. Meyerson and 
Mr. Harry W. Lussey to serve and func
tion as the Board of Examiners to perform 
such duties as their office shall require and, 
furthermore that they shall have the right 
to call on anyone they deem advisable to 
help them in the performance of their duties 
in this office. 

Mr. deVolpi further advised the meet
ing that, subject to their acceptance, be was 
appointing Messrs. Clifford Schuman, Lloyd 
W. Sharpe, Jack Levine, William Peterman 
and Daniel Meyerson, to serve and function 
as a committee to study and rewrite the 
By-laws, Rules and Regulations of the So
ciety to the publication in separate booklet 
type. 

On the matter of a Handbook Committee. 
the President reported to the meeting thai 
this issue has been receiving considerablo! 
study and discussion by the Board of Gov
ernors and that the matter be allowed to 
remain with the Board of Governors to their 
final decision. 
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After due consideration and discussion by 
the meeting, it was duly moved by Mr. 
Sharpe, seconded by Mr. Meyerson, that the 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer be ex-officio members of the Board 
without vote. The motion was unanimously 
affirmed and so ordered. 

On the issue of copyrighting of articles 
in the magazine, it was the opinion of the 
meeting that such copyrighting shall not be 
a requirement of the Society but one to and 
of the individual author if and when he so 
requires. 

NEW BUSINESS 
There being no further unfinished busi

ness for the consideration of the meeting, 
the chair called for any new business to be 
considered by the meeting and opened for 
discussion the matter of special donated 
awards. The issue was thoroughly discussed 
by the meeting to a motion of Mr. Greene, 
seconded by Mr. Hoffman, that the Board 
of Governors be granted the right to accept 
and approve specially donated awards, pro. 
viding the offer of an award meets certain 
standards for acceptance as shall be es
tablished by the Board of Governors and 
reported to the next annual meeting. The 
motion was accepted. 

It was moved by Mr. Woolley, seconded 
by Mr. Culhane, that it be established that 
bourse tables at the Society conventions may 
be available to non-members of the Society. 
The motion was affirmed with only one 
contrary vote and so ordered. 

Mr. Peterman rose to explain his sug
gestion that the schedule for elections be 
changed whereby newly elected officers may 
be installed at the annual meeting. Nomi
nations would be open at an annual meeting 
until April I 0, whereby any nomination at 
that date could be published in the May 
issue and allow for acceptance or withdrawal 
before the final list of accepted nominations 
is published in the }une issue of the maga
zine. The President would similarly appoint 
the nominating committee some time before 
April 10 for the same reason. Ballots would 
be mailed with the July-August issue and a 
self-addressed return envelope to the Com
mitee on Ballots. Closing date for return of 
ballots to be counted would be September I 5 
to allow the committee time to count the 
votes and report them to the Secretary for 
official announcement at the annual meet
ing, usually at the end of September. Once 
the result of the voting is reported at the 
annual meeting, the newly-elected officers 
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could then and there be officially installed 
into their offices. It was moved by Mr. Pet
erman, seconded by Mr. Llewellyn, that the 
outlined new schedule for nominations, elec
tions and installation be approved. The mo
tion was affirmed and so ordered. 

It was moved by Mr. Moll, seconded by 
Mr. Greene, that the Society recognize and 
accept the incorporation of the Society. The 
motion was accepted. 

There was discusion by many members 
present regarding a change of name for the 
Society magazine, but all were against such 
a change as was the general opinion of most 
present by a voice opinion. 

The successful bid for the 1956 conven
tion was made by a representation from To
ronto, Ontario, and Mr. Greene, acting as 
spokesman, advised the meeting that the 
1956 convention would very likely be held 
the end of September that year with fulJ in
formation shortly forthcoming. 

The successful bid for the 1957 conven
tion was made by the Philadelphia Group 
and Mr. Culhane, acting as spokesman, ad
vised the meeting that efforts would be made 
to arrange the 1957 convention at Williams
burg, Virginia, but fu ll information would 

be forthcoming depending on confirmation. 
Subject to their acceptance and confir

mation, the 1958 convention will be held in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, and further 
information will be published later when in 
order. 

It was moved by Mr. Hyde, seconded by 
Mr. Meyerson, that the matter of a special 
membersbjp card for Life Members be re
ferred to the Board of Governors. The mo
tion was voted affirmed and so ordered. 

The President, Mr. deVolpi, asked the 
meeting to rise and give a vote of appreci
ation to the "Nutmegger" Group of Hart
ford, Connecticut, for a magnificent affair 
in all respects. 

Before asking for a motion to close the 
meeting, since there was no further business 
to be considered, the chair reminded the 
meeting again to support the magazine with 
more articles; the circuits with more books 
entered; conventions with entries of exhibits. 

The motion to adjourn was made by Mr. 
Greene, seconded by Mr. Culhane, at 1:30 
p.m., and affirmed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JACK LEVINE, Secretary. 

Another "Must" in B.N.A. Literature: 
"CANADIAN STAMPS WITH PERFORATED INITIALS" 
PREPARED BY THE BNAPS PERFIN STUDY GROUP 

This Is a reprint, in a 32-page booklet, of the material which appeared under 
the heading of "The Perlin Group Handbook" in BNA TOPICS earlier thi s year. 
However, it has been brought up to date to the time of going to press, with 
additional listings and illustrations, and should prove an invaluable aid for 
collectors interested in this popular B.N.A. field. It should be In every col
lector's library, as this information is not available from any other source. 

(Poatpold) $1.00 
32 pages and cover. Fully illustrated. 

Also ava ilable: 
"THE SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARKS OF CANADA" 
BY OR. AlFRED WHITEHEAD 

This booklet, which was published in Dece mber last, has aroused world.wide 
interest in the squared circle postmarks of Canada. It lists all post offices using 
thia poatmark, description of the towna, names of postmastera of that period, 
populations, earliest and latest use of the postmark, sub·types, and other per-
tinent detail s. $ 
48 pages and cover. Fully Illustrated. (Postpaid ) 1 .50 

Available from leading dealers or from• 

GORDON P. LEWIS 
37 ELOOMAR AVENUE, BRAMPTON, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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Classified Topics 
Reserved for Members of BNAPS 

RATES-2 cents per word per Insertion; 500 
words to be used as desired, $8 00. 

COPY for Classified Topics should be sent to 
Gordon P. Lewis, 37 Eldomar Ave., Bramp· 
ton, Ont., to arrive before the 15th of the 
month previous to publication date. 

.FOR SALE 

CANADA POSTAL STATIONERY: No dealer 
can match my stock in this field Can supply 
crossflap, sideseam, Pennysaver, tab, centre
seam and selfseal Special Order Envelopes 
at fair prices based on rarity rather than 
wishful thinking. Also rare Election enve· 
lopes commanding high prices at auctions. 
Nelson Bond, 1625 Hampton Ave., Roanoke, 
Virginia. (129-11) 

BETTER CANADA. Sets, single•, mint blocks. 
Send want lists (with references). H. G. 
Saxton, 139 Twelfth Ave., N.E., Calgary, 
Alta., Canada. (98tf) 

CANADA, British Empire. Want li•ts please. 
E. K. Allen, 240 Spring Garden Road, 
Halifax, N.S., Canada. 

HEADQUARTERS for Railway Pictorial Post
cards. I buy, sell or exchange. What do you 
want? What do you have? Nelson Bond, 
1625 Hampton Ave., Roanoke, Virginia. 

(127-tf) 

EXCHANGE 

CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS from #284 on, 
for Canadian Revenues, or O.H.M.S., qual
ity stuff, collection, or any quantity. Ad
vise what you have, or forward for offer. 
Roy Wrigley (#1065), 2288 Bellevue Ave., 
West Vancouver, B.C. 117·11 

WANTED 

I SPECIALIZE IN LETTERSHEET and lettercard 
rarities, errors, oddities, etc., in both air 
and non-air {continental style) varieties, 
mint or used. No post-cards, envelopes or 
wrappers wanted at all. I also accept 
postal folders, with or without stamps, 
from the year 1840. Payments are made 
within two days after receipt of approvals. 
F. A. Senecal, 1950 Claremont Ave., Mont· 
real, Canada. (128-6t) 

BNA TOPICS, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 14, 20 ond 23. 
Have some early issues to exchange, or will 
purchase above numbers. F. Tomlinson, 
Coombe leigh, Chestfield Road, Whitstable, 
Kent, England. 126-tf 

NOVEMBER 1955 

Geo. E. Foster 
PHILATELIC PRINTER 

Box 174 Bordentown, N.J. 
Personal Stationery a Specialty 

CATALOGUES 
HOLMES' LATEST EDITION - 330 pages 
packed with vital B.N.A. data. $7.00 postpaid 
BILLIG'S "CONSTANT PLATE VARIETIES" 
By Hans Reiche. 48 pages of pertinent facts. 

SZ.OO postpaid 
PARAMOUNT'S CATALOG. The most com· 
prehensive B.N.A. edition now being published 
in Canada. 36 6x9 pages. Z5c 

• 
YOUR WANT LIST for B.N.A. stamps, covers 
and stationery, etc., given quick attention. 

• 
PARAMOUNT STAMPS 

TORONTO :ox 55
' ST~TION D CANADA 

EVERY MEMBER OF BNAPS 

COLLECTS CANADA 
Therefore every member needs 

HOLMES' CATALOGUE 
OF CANADA 

(New 8th Edition) 

Price $7.00 postpaid 

I CAN SUPPLY ... 

L. SEALE HOLMES, M.D. 
Medical Arts Bldg. - London, Ont., Canada 

PLATE BLOCKS 
Your wont lists welcomed. New stock includes 
many Officials. Few elusive Eliz. plates: No. 327 
3c pit. 4; 034 2c pit. 1 or 2; 035 3c pit. 2, and 
036 4c pit. 1, at $1.50 each. 
5-HOLE PERF OFFICIALS: We have again re· 
stocked on 5-ho'le perf. O.H.M.S. and can offer 
many difficult positions. Priced at 15c upwards. 
40-page illustrated B.N.A. PRICE LIST ... ... ... .. . 25c 
B.W.I.: Complete Geo. VI-Eiiz. stock including St. 

Ed. Crown wmlc, errors. 

JACKSONS STAMPS 
550 Balliol St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

FOR SALE 
CANADIAN REVENUES: I offer my specialized 

reference collection of Inspection stamps, 
consisting of 153 different Gas, Electricity, 
E&G, W&M stamps, including all control 

.colors. lacks only one stamp ($10 blue 
control, Gas) of completion. Current Si~ 
sons net value exceeds $120.00. My price: 
$75.00. Nelson Bond, 1625 Hampton Ave., 
Roanoke, Virginia. (129-lt) 
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PIM'S 1955 CATALOGUE- THE STAMPS OF NEW ZEALAND 
This sixth edition or Pim's Catalogue becomes available in the year In which New Zealand 

commemorates the Issue of N .Z.'s first adhesive stamp. This edition lists every major variety 
known but does not include varieties of a minor nature In this 107-page catalogue. Many issues 
have shown a marked Increase, in particular the "local" issue of the Pigeon Post. The early 
issues covering the "Chalon Heads" of 18SS to 1872 include more than ISO alterations, all 
increases, and again this Is due to the increasing demand for these issues. 

This catalogue is the last word for stamp collectors Interested in New Zealand stamps; 7"xl0",. 
hard-bound cover with coated stock pages, provides wonderful illustrations, well described and 
rllited to make the collecting of these stamps more interesting to all. 

With each order, we shall give you a free copy of "100 Years of Postage--18SS-19SS" as 
printed especially for this great year for New Zealand by the printers of New Zealand stamps. 
Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd., of England. A handsome 24-page booklet which gives inter
esting stories of N .Z.'s stamps and re-produces in full color some of the most beautiful stamps, 
giving the historical background of the stamps as well. This booklet is well worth the price of 
the Pim's Catalogue alone. 

Both ite ms sent postpaid a t $3.00 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SWITZERLAND 
A large 9~"x12~". 86-page magazine. This publication was printed by the Swiss Government 

press as only Switzerland can print attractive publications in true-to-life colors. Published in 
May of 1947 in tribute to the Centennial of United States stamps and for the Centenary Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition. This magazine sold for $1.00 on the floor of the CIPEX, the 4th 
International Phllatelic Exhibition held In New York City, May 17-25, 1947. 

The remainder of the magazines were purchased by Mr. Fred Jarrett, R.D.P., F.C.P.S. 
(Roll of Distinguished Philatelists), at the close of the show In New York from the Swiss 
Government. All are fresh copies, still in their original packages, ready to be sent to you. We 
have the only remaining stock of this item. 

This magazine contains Illustrations and reproductions that you will value as a reference 
guide for years to come. Well ffiustrated, it shows how the stamps of Switzerland are printed, 
with large Illustrations of the stamp presses, steel dies, and all processes in the printing of 
stamps. A specially hand-cancelled stamp is inserted on a souvenir sheet containing the !Oc 
of 1947 showing the Motor Coach Post Office, Scott's No. 307. 

As a special favor to our reade~s. we are selling out the remainder of our stock of this 
Interesting item at just 

SOc plus 1 Oc postage 

THIRD CANADIAN PHILATELIC EXHIBITION HANDBOOK 
AND OFFICIAL CATALOGUE 

Issued for the stamp exhibition held in Mount Royal Hotel, Montreal, Quebec, October S-9, 
192S. This Is a !SO-page official exhibition catalogue, same size and similar in structure to the 
"CAPEX" Official Exhibition Catalogue (also on sale at SOc, plus Sc postage costs). Over 100 
pages of B.N.A. articles with 18 full pages of illustrations from the collections of Dr. Lewis 
Reford, Montreal, and Mr. A. H. Lichtenstein, New York City. 

Fourteen-page article by Victor Gaudet, K.C., Postmaster of Montreal at the lime, entitled 
"A Sketch of Postal Organization Through the Ages- With an Outline of the Development of 
the Postal Service in Canada". "The Specialist" by Fred Jarrett. "The IS Cents, 1868-1900 (Big 
Cents Issue)" and "The 11~ Perforation in Canadian Stamps" by Dr. Lewis L. Reford. "Rowland 
Hill" by J. Powell Davies. An interesting feature in connection with this article lies In the fact 
that the author Is a grand-niece or Sir Rowland. Mrs. Powell-Davies is a resident of Westrnount, 
Quebec. "The Revenue Stamps of Canada" by Edward E. Goodchild. "Air Mail in Canada" by 
T. M. Barrington. "The Relative Values of Early Canadian Stamps" Based on numbers printed, 
by Charles J. Phillips. "Philatelic Bibliography of Canada" by Edward E. Goodchild. "Canada 
Precancelled Postage Stamps" by Frank S. Thompson. 

Fifty pages listing Jury of Awards; Donations; List or Special Trophies; List of Exhibitions; 
List of Entries; Survey of the Exhibition; Auction Catalogue of 172 Interesting items-plus 33 
pages or Interesting ads. on B.N .A. offerings. · 

This is a lind by Mr. Fret Jarrett, and all catalogues are personally autographed by this 
eminent philatelist. A "must" for ali. This catalogue is worth many dollars to the specialist of 
B.N.A. stamps as a reference guide and for the many line articles published therein. We have 
acquired the remaining copies of this item. 

SOc plus 1 Oc postage 

Wltb every o rder, a copy of our "S.C.E.C.'' MAGAZINE. Write for our price lists on 
other Canadian Pbllatellc Literature and Catalogues. 

STAMP COLLECTORS' EXCHANGE CLUB 
J. R. Cooke, President <BNAPS No. 5!12) ARKONA 2, ONTARIO, CANADA 

BNA TOPICS 



Whether You Require 
CANADA .. 

PENCE ISSUES 

CENTS ISSUES 

LARGE HEADS 

SMALL HEADS 

or t he later issues . 

WE HAVE THEM. 

• • • 

Send us your WANT LISTS, w hich will receive o ur p ro mpt 
and courteous a ttention. 

DON'T FORGET, a lso, that we pay higher than auction 
prices for fine a nd superb Cana da Issues, and that t here 
is nothing too small or too large for our requirements. 

WE WANT TO BUY 

WE WANT TO SELL 

J. E. LEA 
446 Strand, LONDON W.C.2 

B.N.A. 

B.N.A. 

14, Exchange Street, MANCHESTER 2 

Bankers: Dillrict Bank l td., MA NCHESTER 2. 

Cables: PHILATELIC, MANCHESTER. 



Auction Sales 
OF RARE AND VALUABLE 

British North America 
AND OTHER POSTAGE STAMPS 

HELD REGULARLY 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE AVAILABLE A MONTH BEFORE 

SALE DATE 

ESTATE PROPERTIES SOLICITED FOR SALE AT AUCTION 

OR OUTRIGHT PURCHASE 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington West, Toronto, Canada 

Phone: EMpire 4-6003 Cables: Sistomp, Toronto 


