
SEPARATING THE HAMMERS USED FOR THE "SQUARED CIRCLE" POSTMARKS 

Several post offices used more than one hammer during the life of these postmarks, 
and thi s subject is dealt with in on article in this issue by Dr. Alfred Whitet.eod. Above 
is sllown rare " Bleeker St., Toronto" (e rror for " Bleecker") from tile autho r's collection 
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A ttraetive 
PRIVATE TREATY 

Collections 
are always available through Robson Lowe Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, S.W.l, 
England (Cables: "Stamps London"). 

At present we can offer a fine collection of Caymans, formed by Mr. 
W. Stuart Philcox. The collection is contained in two volumes and includes 
a magnificent cover bearing a pair of the Jamaica Yz d. and cancelled m 
Cayman Islands with the violet rubber oval date stamp "DECEMBER 22 
1891". This outstanding property is priced at $1988. 

Also available is a handsome seven-volume collection of Burma com
prising India Used in Burma and five volumes of straight adhesives including 
Japanese Occupation Issues, etc. The price for this collection is $2100. 

Two collections which no one else can duplicate, formed by Mr. Ernest 
E. Yates, have come in for sale. 

The first is the curious and unique collection of Eritrea containing no 
less than 223 items of which 146 are entices- the price is $1470. 

The second collection is really based on the Italian and German Occupa
tion of the Ionian Islands during the last war. There is also a collection of the 
stamps issued during the Greek Occupation of Albania. The 66 entires are 
from genuine commercial and domestic correspondence, and the 751 stamps 
include many rarities as well as errors and varieties. The collection is on 
offer at $910. 

Postal Historians will be interested in the collections of B. F. Stevens and 
other United States Despatch Agents (formed by Herman H erst, Jnr.), Ship 
Letters of Holland and the Dutch East Indies, Foreign Branch of the General 
Post Office in London and the companion volume of early Registered Letters 
from abroad corning to England and handled by the Foreign Branch of the 
General Post Office. The prices are $448, $342, $210 and $210 respectively. 

Space does not permit fuller details of these outstanding propel'ties, but 
furthu information will be fr•mished on request. 

Our agent in Canada is: R. W. Lyman, 6 Myles View Place, Willowdale, 
Ontario. 



WANTED ... 

Better grade collections, accumulations, 

covers a nd miscella neous philatelic material 

any country or world wide, for cash 

or on consignment for sa le in our 

auctions. 

CANADA 1912 ADMIRAL ISSUE 

1 c Green, 2c Carmine and 3c Brown 

We have recently acquired a most amazing large lot of these fascinating 
stamps, used. We have mounted up several large approval books which we 
will be pleased to send for inspection to interested collectors of this field. 
These books contain a wide range 'of cancellations (numerals, corks, targets, 
dated town cancels, slogans, R.P.O . 's, precancels, etc. I, coils, varieties 
(hairlines, retouches, re-entries, smudges, guide dots, etc. I , perAns and a . 

wealth of other materia.!. 

We ha ve no exalted ideas of the value of this ma terial. 

Prices are right and a "veritable fleld day" a waits the 

specia list in these sta mps. 

STANLEY STAMP COMPANY, LTD. 
877 Hornby Street Vancouver 1, B.C. Canada 
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CANADA No. 15 
Sc BEAVER 

All KINDS OF POSTMARKS, VARIETIES AND 
SHADES 

Good hunting assured although stomps ore 
defective 

$3.7S per 25; $7.SO per SO and $14 per 100 

LESS THAN ONE-TENTH CATALOGUE! 
Garanteed maximum value 

• 
Request our books of 

CANADA 
and let us help you improve your collection 

• 
BNA CATALOGUE ....... ...... 25c 

(Refundable) 

PARAMOUNT STAMPS 
BOX S5-bn, STATION D, 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 

"Classics of Quality 
for the Connoisseur" 

Offen plenty of "gems" a t very moderate 

prices with Juliard's Jull guarantee. 

* 
Many distinguished collectors all around the 
world ore improving their collections by 
means of our catalogues. Are you one of 
them? Why not toke advantage of this offer? 
A free catalogue will be mailed to you on 
request, and you will receive a free sub. 
scription if you become one of our customers 

* 
DO NOT HESITATE-WRITE TODAY AND 

ENJOY TRUE PHILATELY 

* 
Alex $. Juliard 

NARBERTH, PENN. U.S.A. 

8TH EDITION 

Holmes Catalogue of Canada and B. N. A. 
Issued December 21st. Price $7.00 

This edition has grown with 76 pages of new mate rial. 
NEW SECTIONS: 

"ST AM PLESS" COVERS AND POSTMARKS 
PERMIT AND METER STAMPS 
PRESENTATION BOOKLETS 

COMPLETELY RE-WRITTEN: 
ESSAYS AND PROOFS 
STATIONERY 
PIONEER AIRMAIL STAMPS 

REVISED AND BROUGHT UP-TO-DATE: 
POSTAGE, BOTH PROVINCIAL AND DOMINION ISSUES 
REVENUES 

ALL PLATE NUMBERS LISTED • QUANTITIES OF IMPERFORATED AND PERFORATED STAMPS 
HUNDREDS OF NEW ILLUSTRATIONS 

This book is a necessity for every collector of Canadian stamps, as well as dealers and 
a uctioneers. All values given are the current selling prices found in the markets of the stamp 
world. Your order will be filled promptly by: 

Dr. L. S. Holmes 
MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING LONDON, ONT. 
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READY ... 
Attractive sample sheets of a proposed rather 
unusua l Canadian Postage Stamp Catalogue. 

Send 50c silver or mint U.S.A. or Canada post
age for full details. 

OR BETIER STILL SEND $2.30 whic h will include 
above plus an assortment of philatelic odds and 
ends (no Canadian) worth about $16.00 net and 
which are being cleared out at this low price a s 
a special offer. 

Add 15c if remittance is by cheque-this is to 
cover usual bank cashing charges. 

P late Block Mounts • •• 
Collectors of U.S.A. and Canadian Pla te Blocks 
will be interested in my Foursquare Mount. Fast
est and neatest method of mounting matched 
sets ever developed. This plus perfect protection 
gives the plate block coll ector an unrivalled 
system of mounting and collecting. 

SAMPLES (including a few blocks) $1.00 

In the Market • • . 
at a ll times fo r any worthwh ile Canadian Col
lections, stocks or accumulations, min t and used . 
The more valuable the better. 

K . BILESKI 
STATION " 8" WINNIPEG CANADA 
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NEw Canada Price List 
Plate B~ock Price List 
Low Pr~ces 

Send 1 Oc (refundable on $2 order) 

BUYING OR SELLING 

Our monthly mail sales can serve 
you best. 

BUY . 

SELL . 

at current market prices 

at current market prices 

CANADA, BRITISH COLONIES, 

U. S. A. 

list of lots available on reG!uest 

flt. "J, 'If/ell. 
20 Parkside Drive 

TORONTO 3, CANADA 

A Hew Location ... 

4 

When in Montreal, drop in 
at my new sales office. 

F. 6. ATKINSON 
1215 Greene Avenue 

Westmount 
Montreal 6, Canada 

• 
A fine selection of 

B.N.A. and other BRITISH 
EMPIRE STAMPS 

• 
In the Westmount Commercial 

Bldg., corner Greene and 
St. Catherine St . 

Canadian Literature 

THE NEW HOLMES' 
CATALOGUE HAS ARRIVED 

$7.00 postpaid 

Or. Alfred Whitehead's Pamphlet 

"THE SQUARED CIRCLE 
POSTMARKS OF CANADA" 

$1.50 postpaid 
Two "musts" for every B.N.A. collector 

... order them today. 

• 
OFFERS No. 17 STILL GOOD 
A copy awaits your request. 

• 
L. A. DAVENPORT 
230 lonsmount Drive 

TORONTO 1 0 CANADA 
Member of all Major Societie s 

CANADA Used PERF. O.H.M.S. 
STOCK LIMITED 

We have made a very fortunate purchase of 
these, and they are offered at these prices 
only while our stack lasts. Satisfaction guar
a nteed. Your money promptly refunded on 

a ny items sold out. Condition Fine. 

5-HOLE- No. OA108, 5.00; OA109, 4.00; 
OA 118, 3.00; OA 155, 3.50. 

4-HOLE - No. 0223, 10.00; 0246, 10.00; 
0248 (scarce) 15.00; OC5 (very scarce) 
22.50 . 

If VF conditio n desired, add 10%. 

CANADA COMPLETE PRICE LIST 10c. Re· 
funda ble with first order. 

DO YOU COLLECT FOREIGN STAMPS? 
If so, try our jumbo approvals at fair prices. 

You will be glad you did . 

J . ETHIER 
BOX 117 

OSHAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA 

Member SNAPS and all Major Societies 
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REGIONAL GROUPS 
NEW YORK GROUP-Meets the 
third Tuesday of each mo nth ot 
the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th 
St., New York City. 

PHILADELPHIA GRO UP- Meets the 
firs t Thursday of each month ot 
7934 Pickering St., Philadelphia. 

TWIN CITY GROUP - Meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
Curtis Hote l, Minneapolis, Minn. 

NIAGARA GROUP - Meets the 
second Wednesday of eoch month 
ot 65 1 Kenmore Ave., Kenmore 
23, N.Y. 

VANCOUVER GROUP - Meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month 
ol 2091 West Broodwoy, Von· 
couver, B.C. 

WINNIPEG GROUP- Meets on o 
Monday in each month to be de · 
cided upon at the previous meet· 
ing. E. P. Warren, Secretory, 720 
Ashburn "St., Winnipeg, Mon. 

EDMONTON GROUP - Meets on 
the second Wednesday of e och 
month ol members' homes. R. M. 
Williams, Secretary, 12224 . 125 St., 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

•• 
STUDY GROUPS 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND STUDY 
GROUP-Chairman, leslie G. Tom· 
Iinson, Secretory, Mervyn V. 
Quarles , 8255 S. Ellis Ave., Chi· 
caga 19, Ill. 

SMAll QUEENS GRO UP - Chair· 
man, Walter P. Corter, Secretary, 
E. M. Blais, 4 Cartoret St., Holi · 
fa x, N .S. 

CANADIAN PLATE BLOCK STUDY 
GROUP-Chairman, Major K. H. 
While, Secretary, Arch. Millar, 
Box 920, New Westminster, B.C. 

CANADIAN VARIETIES STUDY 
GROUP-Chairman, Major K. H. 
White, Secretary, R. M. Bryan, 
3484 We st 26th St., Vancouver. 

PERFIN STUDY GROUP-chairman 
Dr. C. M. Jephcall1 Secretary: 
R. J. Woolley, 359 Ellis Park Rd., 
Toronto 3, Onl. 

CAN AD I AN REV ENUE STUDY 
GROUP - Chairman, Wilmer C. 
Rockelfl Secretory, Prof. R. Del. 
French, 748 1 Upper lachine Road, 
Montreal 28, Que. 

l~·N·A TOPICS 
Official J011rnal of the 
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VOL. 12 
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CANADIAN STAMPS WITH 
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Part I of the Perlin G roup Handbook 

THE TRANS·CANADA AIRLINES (Part II) 
By J. S. Gordon 

" SQUARED CIRCLES": 
TOWNS USING MORE THAN ONE HAMMER 

By Dr. Alfred Whitehead 

A DOUBLE PAPER VARIETY? 
By Hans Reiche 
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15 

18 

22 

TRAIL OF THE CARIBOU 13 
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Is ·vour Name on Our Books? 
IF IT IS NOT ... it would pa y you to ge t in touch with us immediate ly 

WE HOLD THE FINEST STOCK OF B.N.A. stomps in Europe, and can 
supply any Canad ian stamp in used condition from 1851-93. 

FROM 1868 we can supply Dated Cancella tions on all values. 
Copies of the 1859 CENTS ISSUES are available in their Printing 
Groups, and if you would like the complete plates of the 12¥.1c 
and the 17c-WE CAN SUPPLY. 

AS WE ARE IN personal touch with dealers on the Continent of 
Europe, our representatives are a lways searching for new accumu
lations and stoc.ks-thus ensur!ng conti nuous supplies of interesting 
B.N.A. material. 

IF YOU HAVE any Superb items in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia 
and Ne'wfoundlond- especia lly covers- communicate with us. We 
are ever eager to buy-CASH OR EXCHANGE. 

J. E. LEA 
"EUROPE'S LEADING HOUSE FOR B.N,A." 

14 Exchange Street, MANCHESTER 2, England . 

446 Strand, LONDON, W.C.2 

Cables: PHilATELIC, Manchester 

Bonkers: District Bonk ltd., Manchester 2 

BNA TOPICS 
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FROM THE 11NUTMEGGERS11
: 

Early Planning Features 
BNAPEX-55 at Hartford 

YEP - IT'S ALMOST HERE( They're getting bigger and, we hope, better each year 
and this year, 1955, with these Connecticut Nutmeggers and your help, it will be a 

humdinger. This will be the first B"lAPEX to be held in New England, so come early and 
stay long-the welcome mat will be out Gust don't trip over it!) Mark the dates and get 
your tickets early. Cards will be sent in plenty of time for members to make reservations 
direct with the hotel. There will be a room for group metings. 

Henry and Anne Francis, members of the Women's Stamp Club of Hartford, the 
Hartford Collectors' C lub, the Connecticut Philatelic Society, the West Hartford Stamp 
Club, and the New England Precancel and Stamp Club, are really planning the entertain
ment for BNAPEX-55 to be a grand affair in the Insurance City. The Nutmeggers believe 
Hartford to be one of the finer cities of the country, where there should be much to see 
and enjoy for the ladies as well as the men, from Canada as well as those from the States. 
Be the guests of the Connecticut Yankees on what we hope to be a beautiful fall weekend 
you should not soon forget. Arrange to have your B.N.A. friends meet you in Hartford, 
September 29- October 1, 1955. 

Chairman of Entertainment: Henry Francis (No. 1009), 
786A Farmington Ave., W. Hartford, Conn. 

Exhibits will be received from BNAPS members only- the grandest display of British 
North America material to be shown in the New England area ever. Application forms for 
the exhibition (16 pages for each frame) may be obtained by writing direct to: 

Chainnan of Exhibition: Donald Mower (No. 754), 
133 Central Ave., Waterbury 10, Conn. 

Door prizes galore are promised by Charles Schuberth, 45 Niles St., Hartford, for 
the annual banquet. 

Is the Mystery Ride a mystery to you? We hope the Mystery Ride is not a mystery 
to you after 6:30 September 29. The Mystery Ride is a "must"! You must come! You must 
have a good time! You must leave under your own power! 

Chairman of Mystery Ride: Harris Hunt (No. 1140), Norfolk, Conn. 
Bourse tables will be limited to BNAPS members. Plenty of your favorite dealers will 

have space to show their wares, and they are having to pay plenty for this accommodation, 
which they have agreed to do so that the admission to the Exhibit will be free. Take home 
some real additions to your collection. 

Chairman of Bourse: Oren B. Maxim (No. 972), Box 1505, Waterbury 20, Coon. 
Signs made available through: Edward Karpinski (No. lOll) 367 Park St., New Britain, 

Connecticut. 

BNA TOPICS, published at Brampton, Ontario. Canada, by the British North America Philatelic Society. 
Gordon P. Lewis, Editor, P.O. Box 74, Brampton, Ontario, Canada. Subscription $3.00 per year; free to 
members; single copies 30 cents. Opinions expressed in the various articles in this magazine are those of 

the writers, and are not necessarily endorsed by the Society. 
Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa. 
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Thursday, September 29: 
1:00 Official opening 
I :30 Program for ladie~ 
6:00 Exhibit closes 
6:30 MYSTERY RrD£ 

THE PROGRA~I 

Get Acquainted Party (Harris Hunt) 

F riday, September 30: 
9:30 Tours for ladies 
9:30 New Departure Mfg. Co. tour for men (returning about 3:30p.m.) 

10:00 Exhibit opens 
I :30 Tour for ladies 
3:00 Judging of exhibit 

10:00 Exhibit closes 
10:00 Party (Henry Francis) 

Saturday, October I : 
10:00 Exhibit opens 
10:30 Sightseeing tour for ladies (Dutch treat lunch, Bradley Air Field) 
II :00 Annual meeting 
5:00 Exhibit final closing 
6:30 Reception and cocktails (Henry Francis) 
7:30 Annual banquet. 

Registration for the Works: Mystery Ride, Tours (Thursday), Tours, Party (Friday), 
Reception, Cocktails, Souvenirs, Door Prizes, Annual Banquet (Saturday), $12.50. And for 
those who positively cannot take three days, tickets for the Annual Banquet may be 
purchased separately for $6.00. We have had to guarantee a minimum of 250 dinners for 
the Banquet-we can seat only 470 and as you may know, Banks hates to see anyone go 
hungry, and any philatelist who thinks Banks doesn't know good food had better bring 
his own lunch basket. Banks is ready to send your registration tickets by return mail on 
receipt of your cheque for $12.50, complete for three days of program. Let's be the early 
birds at the feast-no special menus-no refunds. 

You want a program; you want it in plenty of time-here is is! We have the program, 
now we need your dough to help pay for it. Please don't blame the Committee if you just 
forgot to get that cheque in on time. Each registration will be numbered, starting with 
No. l, so we can tell if you waited too long. September 29 will be coming up fast-IT'S 
LATER THAN YOU THINK! 
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Convention Cha irman: Leon W. Banks (No. 631), Bethlehem, Conn. 

JOIN THE BNAl'EX NUTMEGGERS, SEPT. 29, 30, OCT. I, 1955 

The Perfin Group's Handboolc 
On the following page we commence publication of the ..

Handbook on "Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials", prepared by 
Perfin Study Group of BNAPS. This handbook will appear in four parts 
in BNA TOPICS over the months of January to April, 1955, following 
which it will be revised in the light of any new information brought out 
as a result of publication in the magazine, and issued as a complete 
pamphlet of 24 pages and cover. The handbook will then be sold at 
$1.00 per copy, and will be obtainable from leading dealers as well as 
from the Society. 

Any new information on this subject should be sent to the Secretary 
of the Perfin Study Group, R. J . Woolley, 359 Ellis Park Rd., Toronto 3. 
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PerRn Group Handbook: 

Uanadian Stamps With Perforated Initials 
PART ONE 

W E ARE INDEBTED for much of the information on the earliest use of Pcrfins to 
Mr. Valiancy, who published his Stamp Collector's Handbook No. I in 1933, on 

"British Stamps Perforated With Firm's Initials". 
Our "PERFINS", so named by the coining of a word of the first syllables of "perforated" 

and "initials", arc known in Britain as "SPJFS" (Stamps Perforated with Initials of Firms) 
with a final "s" added to pluralise the coined name. 

It would appear that, as the usage of postage stamps increased, the problem of pro
tecting stamps from theft, by both the post office authorities and by the large commercial 
houses increased in proportion. Stamps would be removed from the mail in transit by 
dishonest postal clerks, and would be purloined from large firms by employees either for 
resale or for personal use. 

Prior to the introduction of the practise of perforating stamps with identifying designs, 
several firms were allowed to print their names on the backs of stamps, and these will be 
found on the penny reds of Great Britain (Scott No. 33) and include Copestake Compton, 
Boyd, Hitchcock Williams, Great Eastern Railway, and the Oxford Union Society (O.S.U.) 
who also overprinted their initials on stamps of the same issue. 

Official correspondence from the General Post Office, Lobdon, to Messrs. Joseph 
Travers & Sons in November 1867, indicated official objection to the practise of over
printing. 

Early in 1868, a Mr. Joseph Sloper invented a machine designed to perforate a full 
sheet of stamps with a design registered on each stamp, in one operation. On February 16. 
1868, he addressed an enquiry to His Grace the Duke of Montrose, then Postmaster 
General, asking for an official statement regarding his position and authority to continue 
his work. The P.M.G.'s reply, dated March 13, 1868, stated in part: "he will not object 
to the perforation of postage stamps in the manner described by you, with a view to 
protect merchants and others, as far as possible, from the theft of stamps used by them." 

In the records of Messrs Sloper, the first entry for a stamp perforating machine appears 
to be from a ¥r. J. T. Allman, a publisher in London, and the design is recorded as TJA. 

The extent to which the practise developed in Great Britain is indicated by the highly 
specialised collection of Mr. Charles Bein, who records more than 7,200 different 
perforation designs, of which more than 700 appear on the penny reds. 

The advantages to be gained in the protection of postal accounts were soon apparent, and 
the practise eventually spread to Continental Europe, and by 1880 stamps with initials 
perforated were in use in Belgium, Germany, France, Denmark, Switzerland and Austria. 

Three departments of the British Government had special machines prepared for their 
own use. The stamps used by the Board of Trade between 1882 and 1904 were perforated 
with a Crown and the init ials BT below, and during parts of 1895 and 1896 the Office of 
Works used a design with Crown and OW below, and as late as 1933, when Mr. Valiancy 
wrote his booklet, H.M. Stationery Office was using a design of Crown and SO, believed 
to have been replaced in the early 1950's by a new machine with design HM/SO. 

CANADA 
The problem of preventing the pilferage of stamps by employees was apparently as 

serious in Canada as it had been in England, and the measures taken for the correction 
of this abuse seem to have followed much the same lines. 

Although we have no record of any firm printing its name or other identification on our 
postage stamps, we do occasionally come across a stamp, generally of the Small Queen 
period, which has been rubber stamped with the name of the user. This practise was 
unauthorized, and no doubt discouraged by the Post Office Department, due to the 

JANUARY 1955 9 



disfigurement of the stamp design, and the fact that many similarly colored cancellations 
were in use in that period. 

The first official notice of perforated initial stamps in Canada appeared in the Canada 
Official Postal Guide in January 1895. It reads: 

"Persons or firms using very large quaotities of stamps may also arrange with 
the Department to have the stamps they purchase perforated with their initials at 
their own cost." 

From the wording of the above paragraph, it is not particularly clear as to whether or 
not it was the intention of the Department to do the perforating, but it did give permission 
for a firm to adopt the practise if it so desired, after making the necessary arrangements 
with the Department, i.e., on receiving official permission. In 1896 the regulation was 
changed to read: 

"Perforated Stamps: No objection is made by the Department to the perforat
ing of postage stamps with the initials of the individual or firm using them." 

With this change, permission was no longer required, and this situation lasted until 
1910. Prior to 1910 no record had been kept by the Post Office Department of users who 
had taken advantage of these regulations, and no limitation had been placed on the size of 
the holes or on the area to be covered by the design. 

One of the earliest users of a perforating device was the W. J. Gage Co., of Toronto, 
whose initials appear on the stamp on the cover illustrated. The cover is dated 17 October, 
1889, and is the earliest known date of use of Perfins in Canada. 

EARLIEST KNOWN USE OF PERFINS IN CANADA: W. J. Gage & Co., Oct. 17/ 89 

Perhaps the Gage Company, and the other two companies whose initials are found on 
the Small Queen issue, were using a -perforating machine before authority for the use of 
such a device had been granted. 

IC/R was used by the Inter-colonial Railway from Montreal as early as September 30, 
1893. The user of the third design to be found on the Small Queen issues is, at the time of 
going to press, still unidentified. The initials are JH/S, and the few copies noted appear to 
be postmarked from Montreal. 

The quarterly supplement of The Postal Guide for April 1910, states: "No objection is 
made by the Department to the perforation of postage stamps with the distinctive marks 
(initials or other) of the individual or firm using them, but it must be understood that the 
designs employed should be for the purpose of identification, and not for advertising. The 
perforations shall not exceed one thirty-second of an inch in diameter, and the whole space 
occupied shall not exceed one-half inch square. The perforating must not be done in such 
a manner as to prevent the stamp being easily recognized as genuine, and not one that had 
been previously used. The use of ink or other coloring matter in connection with the 
perforating is prohibited. Individuals or firms desirious of using perforated postage stamps 
must first make application to the Postmaster General, submitting their proposed designs, 
and obtain permission for their use." 

This regulation is still in force, and the only change that has been made since 1910 is 
that permission has been granted for the similar perforating of postcards (1928). No com· 
pany seems to have taken advantage of this privilege, the only recorded use of perforated 
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stationery being the lc green wrapper, 1939-40, used by the Meteorological Division, 
Dominion Weather Bureau, and perforated OH/MS. Both Type I (5-hole) and Type JI 
(4-hole) have been reported. 

• . . .. 
... .. . ... .. . : ·.·: . .. . . . .. ... ... . . . · .. · . . .. . . 

. . . . ... . . 
. .. • .. ... 

· .. 
: ·.·: . .. . . 

ONLY RECORDED USE OF PERFORATED STATIONERY: Meteorological Division of Dominion 
Weather Office, 1 c Green Wrapper 

t\ccording to the Post Office records, 79 applications have been approved. The number 
in each year is as follows: 1910, twelve; 1911, eleven; 1912, twenty; 1913, eight; 1914, 
six; 1915, four; 1917, two; 1920, three; 1922, one; 1923, three; 1924, one; 1925, two; 
1926, two; J 927, one; 1928, one; J 93 l, two. Apparently the regulation is not strictly 
enforced, as no approval has been granted since 193 I. 

PERFORATING DEVICES 

Before we advance further into the study of Perfins, it might be as well to have an idea 
as to how the machines which produce them operate. There are several companies who 
make stamp perforating machines, most of whom manufacture other types of business 
equipment. 

The Sloper machine, the first machine patented in England, would perforate a full sheet 
of stamps at one operation, and is known to have been used in Canada by the earlier users 
of perforated initial stamps. 

"{he machine which has had the widest distribution in Canada is made in two sizes. 
The smaller has a width to accommodate a row of five stamps which necessitates a sheet 
of stamps being folded, and the larger is wide enough to take a full row of ten regular or 
five large-size Canadian stamps. 

The groups of pins forming the initials are 
so spaced that when sheets of normal sized 
stamps are perforated, the design appears in 
the centre of each stamp. Double-sized stamps 
will contain part of an extra set of initials. 

The machine shown at right has a base mea
suring 1211.1 x 5 inches and weighs 23 lbs. 
Stamps are perforated in rows of five, using 
half-sheets lengthwise. The capacity per stroke 
is as follows: 

Three or less initials on each stamp (20 
stamps at each stroke, row of 5; four sheets 
thick.) 

Four initials on each stamp (15 stamps at 
each stroke; row of 5, three sheets thick.) 

Five or six initials on each stamp (JO stamps 
at each stroke; row of 5, two sheets thick.) 

Stamps can be perforated at the rate of 300 
to 500 per minute. 

The machine shown on the next page has a base measuring 17\4 x 5 inches, and weighs 
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33 lbs. It has double the capacity of the smaller machine, as stamps are perforated m rows 
of ten, instead of rows of five. 

The perforations made by these machines conform to the requirements of the Post 
Office Department, i.e., holes not over one
thirty-second of an inch in diameter, and total 
space covered not over one-half inch square. 
The stamps lie flat on the plate and are pushed 
forward by the operator one row at a time. 

Usually the pins are so arranged that, when 
sheets are fed through the machines from top 
to bottom, face up, the initials will be hori
zonta.l, and properly oriented when viewed 
from the face of the stamp. Occasionally the 
pins are so arranged that the initials read ver
tically, but more often vertical initials are 
produced by sheets being fed in the wrong 
way. 

A sheet of stamps can be fed into the machine in eight possible different way~. Any of 
the four sides of a sheet with the stamp design face up, and any of the four sides with 
the gummed side up, so it is possible to find a design in any of the eight different posi
tions. Students of the OHMS varieties have classified and catalogued the relative scarcity 
of the different positions on these officially perforated stamps, but it is not the purpose of 
this study group to deal with this phase of the problem. 

In addition, the smaller machine, due to the sheet being folded when fed in, produces 
centre pairs with one perforation normal and the other reversed. These pairs are very 
scarce indeed, for if they are not separated when applied to mail, they will generally 
become separated before reaching the hands of a Perlin collector. 

A single-unit perforator is also in use, very similar in design to a railway or 'itreet car 
conductor's punch. 

Carelessness on the part of the operator of any of the various types of machines pro
duces stamps with double perforations, some perforated obliquely, and occasionally some 
with two impressions, one of which is reversed. 

Some mention should be made here of the extra hole or holes which are added, but 
which do not form an integral part of the design. These arc used for purposes of office 
identification. International Harvester Co. has around 20 different "position dots" for 
Canadian offices, and other companies with branch office identification marks include New 
York Life Insurance Co., Parke Davis C<>., C.P.R., Royal & Queen's Tns. Cos., etc. 

These branch office markings form part of the study which has been undertaken by the 
group, and will be found on the last two pages of the handbook. 

POST OFFICE PERMITS 

Names of firms which have received post office permits, but no stamp reported to 
date of publication (December 1954): National Drug & Chemical Co., Montreal, P.Q.; 
A. McKim Co., Montreal, P.Q.; Pittsburg Coal Co., Winnipeg, Man.; Ottawa Electric Co., 
Ottawa, Ont.; Standard Sanitary Manufacturing Co., Toronto, Ont.; J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Co., Racine, Wis., U.S.A.; Dominion Trust Co., Regina, Sask.; Canadian Whole
sale Dry Goods Association, Montreal, P.Q. 

CUMMINS MACHINES 
The foUowing companies are known to have ordered perforating machines but no stamp 

reported with their type: Chase & Sanborn Co., Montreal, P.Q.; Smith, Davidson'& Wright 
Co., Vancouver, B.C.; R. V. Winch Co., Vancouver, B.C. 

(To Be Continued) 
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DURING THE latter part of October 1954 
Irwin Heiman, the New York auctioneer. 
held an auction at which two 20th century 
Newfoundland imperforates were offered 
for sale. A horizontal pair imperforate ver
tically of the 8c Long Coronation realized 
$200 and an imperforate pair of the 4c 
Elizabeth sold for $105. 

.. * * 
Nelson Bond's superlative book on pos

tal stationery, "The Postal Stationery of 
Canada", (Newfoundland included), has 
certainly stimulated interest in that sub
ject. Now that a complete and comprehen
sive list exists, more and more collectors 
are turning to that field. There is one vari· 
ety, rather moderately priced, that seems to 
be mi~ing from the collections of most of 
our corre~pondents. We refer specifically to 
the l 892 paid reply card for use within the 
Universal Postal Union. The variety known 
as Bond NCF I is comparatively common, 
but NCF2 is another breed of pups. We 
have no idea as to the relative quantities 
printed, but we do know that the latter 
variety is far scarcer than the slight differ
ence in catalogue price would indicate. 
Used copies of either NFCI or NFC2 are 
virtually unobtainable, particularly used 
prior to I 900. .. * * 

Tom R. Hutton (BNAPS 1080) of Lon
don, England, has submitted a used copy of 
the 3c Queen Victoria (Scott No. 49) with 
a black "3" handstamped across, the face. 
This is another variety to be added to the 
list we published some months ago. Tom 
has also sent along for examination a flight 
cover that is unlisted in the Dalwick and 
Harmer book. It seems to be an extension 
of a flight about which very little is known, 
as Dalwick and Harmer, in describing the 
flight, state that no press record seem~ to 
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exist. It is their beli~f that on March II, 
1922, Capt. V. S. Bennett, a contemporary 
of Maj. Cotton, took off from St. John's for 
Twillingate and the Fogo District. Covers 
are known cancelled at Twillingate on 
March II and at Fogo on March 12. This 
cover in question is cancelled with a 
straight line "HERRING NECK", dated 
March 11, 1922. Since Herring Neck is half
way between Twillingate and Fogo, it is 
reasonable to assume that the plane made a 
stop enroute from Twill ingate to Fogo. 

* * * 
Dr. Allan Wilkinson (BNAPS 935) is in 

with the answer to our query of October 
concerning the A YRE & SONS, LTD. can
cellation on the 2c Caribou (Scott No. l I 6). 
Allan wrote directly to the concern involved 
and received the following reply, from 
which we quote: "So far as I know, this 
cancellation was used exclusively for stamp
ed receipts, and this particular stamp must 
have been cancelled prior to 1924, since 
with the pictorial issue of that date we 
started to use a perforating machine, which 
we continued to use until Confederation, 
when stamps on receipts were no longer re
quired." The letter is signed "Lewis Ayre", 
a director of the company in question. We 
learn two things from Mr. Ayre's lettl!r, 
firstly, the cancellation was undoubtedly a 
revenue cancellation and not at all in the 
nature of a precancel, and secondly, this will 
interest the perfin collectors as we are told 
rather authoritatively that the A YRE per
foration did not make its appearance until 
1924. We know of a copy of the 4c Cari
bou (Scott No. 118) with this perforation, 
but we can now say quite definitely that it 
was perforated and used after I 924. Thank 
you, Dr. Wilkinson, for clearing up this 
matter. 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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By REV. JOHN S. BAIN (BNAPS 19) 

FOR PURPOSES of keeping the record 
straight, 1 would draw the attention of the 
Perlin Study Group to their column as ed
ited by R. J . Woolley, appearing in TOPICS 
for November 1954, concerning the "only 
per.fin so far noted on the Map" stamp. This 
statement is not accurate. The Canada 1898 
Map stamp is also known with the perfin 
W.J.G., which is that of the Toronto book· 
sellers, W. J. Gage & Co. Copies are known 
in which the perfin appears horizontally anJ 
also vertically. If you have any others, let 
the Perfin Study Group know about them. 

BN APS 

Writing a monthly column brings the 
ups and downs, the joys and the sorrows. 
On the "downs" and "sorrows" I shall not 
dwell. One of the "joys" is the many faith
ful readers who write in and contribute 
pieces of information from time to time. 
Such a person is BNAPSer E. Rushton, who 
writes to share with me enclosing three 
sheets 8% x 11 inches, with diagram 
sketches showing the "Flow Sheet for Sul
phite Paper Mill", "Flow Sheet for Soda 
Pulp Mill" and "Flow Sheet for Paper Mill" 
respectively. These are published by How
ard Smith Paper Mills Ltd., Cornwall Divi
sion. I mention them because they are the 
ideal presentation for a club talk on paper. 
Suggest that you try and obtain a ~et. My 
thanks to BNAPSer Rushton for his sharing, 
that I in turn might share it with BNAPS. 

BNAPS 

For those collectors of Royal Train iter.ts 
I ran across a card which was new to me. 
It has a purple cachet reading CANADA/ 
and/UNITED STATES/join to/WELCOME 
/ the/ROYAL VISITORS. The cancellation 
is also in purple, circular, and reads Trans
fer Office/Jun/7 I 1939/ 9:30 p.m./Suspension 
Bridge, N.Y. Handwritten on the message 
side of the card appears: "Royal Train just 
crossed this Bridge. Official Welcoming at 
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this station". Much of this Royal Train ma
terial is being keenly sought after, and 
apart from the very common covers, it b 
extremely difficult to find. 

BNA PS 

Had the opp~rtunity a few weeks ago of 
going through an accumulation of covers 
mailed from the Canadian Philatelic A~tency 
in Ottawa, in the late 1920's and early 30'~. 

It was amazing to see the variety of postage 
that was used in these mailings! In fact, 1 
am inclined to believe that this was not 
regular procedure! Usually the current 
stamps are used, not ones that date back to 
19J7! 

BNAPS 

Start to work now on those philatelic 
projects for 1955. Another new year will 
then add to your enjoyment of stamps, in
stead of slipping away with much left un
done that finally becomes a burden. P lan 
your exhibit for BNAPEX in '55. * 

TRAIL- From Page 13 
That was a ok:e piece that Henry Gates 

(BN APS 114) showed us recently. It was a 
proof of the vignette used for the New
found land dog on the stamps, Scott 56-58. 
The proof in question is in black on thick 
white card and measures approximately 2 
inches by 2 inches, and is several times the 
size it actually appeared on the stamp, so 
that the piece in question is probably more 
correctly termed an essay. Maybe some of 
the members of the Essay-Proof Society may 
be able to give us the correct terminology. * 

INDEX TO VOLUME 11 .... 
The Index to Vohlme 11 of BNA TOPICS 

bound into the c:entre of this issue• c:au 
easUy be removed for binding parposes 
wltbout damagioa the ffmalnder of the 
magazine. 
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J. S. GORDON {BNAPS 1030) 

THA.NS-CA.NA.DA . AIR LINES 
PART TWO (Continued from Page 327) 

JUST AS full-scale civil air operation WI!$ 

at last under way, war came again. If 
Canadian aviation was born in World War I , 
it came of age in World War II. The cli
mate and geography of Western Canada, 
with its flat prairies and clear skies, made 
this area ideal for flying training. Thus, the 
proportion of Canada's fighting forces which 
were connected with aviation was greater 
than with the other AJiies, and Canada 
made the major contribution to the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan by 
which thousands qf Allied airmen came to 
Canada for flying training. 

The resources of the Royal Canadian 
F lying Clubs were turned over, and 145 
new airfields were built during 1940-43. 
Aircraft manufacture began on a large 
scale for the first time. With this backlog 
of trained personnel and aviation tech
nology, Canada was prepared at war's end 
to take a major position in world aviation. 

War also caused the consolidation of 
the surviving bush operators into Canadian 
Pacific Airlines in 1941. Included in this 
merger were Canadian Airways, Arrow Air
ways, Ginger Coote Airways, Prairie Air
ways, MacKenzie Air Service, Yukon & 
Southern Air Transport, and Wings Ltd. 
Separate operation of these companies was 
economically marginal and increasingly in
efficient. So as not to compete with TCA, 
the new airline's routes were laid out pre
dominantly north-south, with TCA supply
ing the east-west backbone of air trans
port. Airports were built a long the North
west Staging Route to Alaska; and at 
Montreal (Dorval), Gander, Nfld., and 
Goose Bay, Labrador, as part of the At
lantic bomber ferrying service. 

A Wartime Project 

Another wartime project was the Cana
dian Government Trans-Atlantic AiD Ser
vice, originally flown with converted lan
caster aircraft, to carry mail to Canadian 
forces overseas. The first flight was on 

JANUARY 1955 

July 22, 1943. By 1945 this had developed 
into a scheduled passenger service, and tick
ets were sold through TCA offices, and 
cabin stewards employed. TCA formally 
took this service over 01fMay I, 1947: 

The TCA civil operations saw little ex
pansion during the war. The main line was 
extended via Sydney, Gander to St. Johns, 
Nfld., on May 1, 1942. Saint John, N.B., 
and Fredericton were given service on 
July 1, 1944, via Blissville airport. 

The years 1945 and 1946 saw a new 
spurt of TCA growth. Many ex-service 
personnel joined TCA as pilots, mechanics, 
radio operators and other specialists. A new 
twin-engine fleet of 27 DC-3's (21 pas~lm

gers) replaced the Lockheeds. A new gov
ernment regulatory body, the Air Tran~
port Board, was created in 1944. Mainline 
service was extended to Chicago (July I , 
1946) and Cleveland (August 1, 1946) via 
London, Ont. A short-lived service be
tween Fort William, Ont., and Duluth, 
Minn., began September 16, 1946. Service 
was extended from Halifax to Yarmouth 
and Boston on April 1, 1947. Shannon, Ire
land, was added to the transatlantic route on 
October 1 of the same year; London, Eng
land, and Prestwick, Scotland, had been in 
use since 1943. 

A complete route overhaul between 
Montreal and Vancouver was made on July 
1, 1947. With the completion of airports at 
Sault Ste. Marie and Fort Will iam·Port 
Arthur, the Northern Ontario route via 
Kapuskasing }Vas no longer necessary, and 
Toronto's Malton Airport became the air 
capital of Canada. A spur route served 
Toronto- North Bay-Porquis-Kasputkasing, 
Porquis Junction being a new air mail point 
serving Timmins, Ont. 

The main line now served Toronto-Sault 
Ste. Marie-Fort Will iam-Winnipeg. West of 
Winnipeg, a fast service touched Sasl<.atoon
Edmonton-Vaocouver. Brandon, Man., and 
Yorkton, Sask., were added as alternate 
points between Winnipeg and Regina, Bran-
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don being a stop westbound and Yorkton 
eastbound. Swift Current, Sask., and Medi
cine Hat, Alta., were added between Regina 
and Lethbridge. An additional fast service 
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served Winnipeg-Calgary-Vancouver. This 
cut the time between Montreal and Van
couver to 21 hours (2,550 air miles). 

TCA Caribbean services got underway 
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on May I, 1948, with flights from Montreal 
and Toronto to Bermuda. The Canadian 
Post Office Department had recently decid
ed to give no more first flight service to 
collectors, so TCA provided its own cach~t. 
The Bermuda route was extended in De
cember to Bahamas, Jamaica and Trinidad, 
the first flight leaving Montreal on Decem
ber 2, and Toronto on December 3. This is 
winter service, operating between Decem
ber and May. Flying time to Trinidad is 13 
hours; Barbados was a refuell ing point. 

April 1, 1950, TCA began operations on 
the lucrative Montreal-New York run, com
peting with Colonial Airlines. No mail is 
carried by TCA on the return flight, in .ac
cordance with U.S. regulations. Also on 
April I, the Caribbean services were re
organized and Tampa, Florida, made a 
stop. The n~w routes were Montreal-Toron
to-Tampa-Jamaica and Montreal-Toronto
Bermuda-Barbados-Trinidad. Flights were 
increased to ten per week in each direction 
during the tourist season. The idea of a 
Caribbean vacation has caught on strongly 

in Canada, and for this TCA is largely re
sponsible. 

Trans-allandc Service Extended 
The trans-atlantic service was extended to 

Paris, France, on April I, 1951, although 
Air-France had the honor of the first flight 
(October 5, 1950). Stephenville, Nfld., was 
added between Sydney and Gander on 
Steptem ber 1 , 19 51. 

Fredericton, N .B., was added between 
Montreal and Halifax on February 1, 1952. 
Dusseldorf, Germany, was added Novem
ber 5, 1952. Points recently added include 
Sudbury, Ont., and Mexico City. 

Other Canadian scheduled airlines in
clude: Canadian Pacific Airlines, Vancou
ver; Maritime Central Airways, Moncton; 
Queen Charlotte Airlines, Vancouver; Cent
ral Northern Airways, Winnipeg; Leavens 
Bros. Air Services, Toronto; Mont Laurier 
Aviation Company, St. Jean de Brebeuf, 
P.Q.; Rimouski Air Lines, Mont Joli, P.Q.; 
Wheeler Air Lines, St. Jovite, P.Q., and 
Quebec Airways, Montreal. * 

(To Be Continued) 
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DR. AlFRED WHITEHEAD (BNAPS 192) 

"SQUARED CIRCLES": 

Towns Using More 
Than One Hammer 

lN THE ARTICLE on Squared Circles in 
BNA TOPICS, December 1951, a list was 
given of towns using more than one squared 
circle hammer; this list has since proved to 
be incorrect. The following list has been 
determined by much subsequent research: 
HALIFAX, N.S. (2 hammers); ST. JOHN, 
N.B. (3); HULL, Que. (2); BELLEVILLE, 
Ont. (3); KINGSTON, Canada (2); 
BLEECKER ST., Toronto (2); WINNIPEG 
(4); VICTORIA, B.C. (4?). 

It will be seen that these are all of Type 2, 
with thick bars; no similar duplication of 
hammers is known in Type I, with thin 
lines. 

The separation of the hammers under dis
cussion cannot be effected by study of the 
indicia. Several coUectors have thought that 
a number above the date in some cases in
dicated the number of the hammer. This is 
far from the case. Separation of these ham
mers is effected only by a study of the fixed 
lettering- town name, province, etc.-and 
the shape, size and position of the indi
vidual features of the surround of bars. Of 
these, the vertical side-pieces are of the 
greatest assistance. 

HALIFAX, N.S., CANADA. There were 
two hammers. 
First Hammer: The lettering is medium

sized, with a period after CANADA. Later 
strikes show much "spread" of Jines, bars 
and lettering, due to wear, and the corners 
are markedly rounded. Left side-piece thick
er than right. 

Earliest: Sp 7/93 
Latest: Mr 29/97 
Above the date: I, 2, 3, 4 
Very common. 
Note: The above earliest date IS right. 

It JS Sp 7/93, and not that given in BNA 
TOPICS, November '54. One of Canada's 
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best known philatelists was responsibll! for 
that error, and has expressed to me a proper 
degree of contrition! 

Second Hammer: Taller lettering; no 
period after CANADA; corners at first very 
sharp; later, slightly rounded. Right \ide
piece very thin. 

Earliest: Ja 19/ 97 (overlapping the period 
of first hammer by more than two months) 

Latest: Fe 8/99 
Above the date: 1, 2, 3, 4 
V cry common. 
One page of my collection of the Hali

fax squared circles shows four postcards, 
each with a very clear strike of the second 
hammer. Each shows a different clerk's 
number: I, 2, 3, 4. The notable fact about 
these strikes is that they are all at the ~arne 
angle, slightly leaning to the right, and at 
least three of them on the very same ~pot 
of the stamp. Could it be that one and the 
same clerk impressed all strikes, and that 
the numbers are period or time marks and 
not clerks' numbers, as generally supposed'l 

ST. JOHN, N.B., CANADA. There were 
three hammers. 
First Hammer: Corners slightly rounded; 

short, thin side-pieces; bottom bar concave 
on its upper edge (sub-type 3, see Hand
book•), this is very clear and is the easiest 
means of identifying the hammer. Tall 
lettering; CANADA centred to left. 

Earliest: Ap 1/95 
Latest: Oc 29/96 
Above the date: AM, PM, 1 (the latter 

is extremely rare) 
Comm'oo. 

Second Hammer: Corners slightly round
ed; longer side-pieces, the left quite thick; 

• "THE SQUARED CJRCLE POSTMARKS OF 
CANADA", by Alfred Whllehead. Advertised in 
this Issue. Price $1.~0. 
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ONE OF TWO HAMMERS: The rare BLEEKER ST., TORONTO (error for "Bleecker' '} 
used on piece, Ja. 30/95. (Author's collection). 

rather bmaller lettering; CANADA more 
widely ~paced; left dot closed to "C". 

Earliest: No 7/ 96 
Latest: Oc 22/ 97 
Above the date: AM, PM, normally, hut 

1, 2 are known, and will be dealt with in a 
later article. 

Common. 
Thlrd Hammer: Corners sharp; thin side

pieces of medium length, left thicker than 
right. Tall lettering, thinner than that of 
first hammer. 

Earliest: Oc 25/ 97 
Latest: De 28/98 
Above the date: AM, PM 
Common 
Note: None of the hammers has a period 

after CANADA. 

HULL, QUE. There were two hammers. 
First Hammer: Large, wide lettering; side· 

pieces short; the horizontal bars quite wide 
and heavy; indicia dots small. 

Earliest: De 2/93 
Latest: Oc 26/94 
Rather scarce. 

Second Hammer: Smaller, squat lettering; 
first "L" has both strokes shorter than sec
ond "L". Indicia dots very large, and in 
early strikes, square. 

Earliest: Fe 15/95 
Latest: Jy 8/97 
Not so scarce. 

BELLEVILLE, ONT. There were three 
hammers, all introduced in 1893 (Belle· 
ville is unique in this respect) and used 
concurrently with apparent freedom. Giv
en sufficient material, a chronology might 
be determined; I trust a collector will 
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attempt this before long. In my handbook 
l speak of the three hammers as first, sec
ond and third, giving the earliest dates of 
each as then known. However, a recent 
acquisition changes the order, as .1 fine 
cover shows a clear strike of the " third" 
hammer of the handbook with an earlier 
date than any reported in the "second". 
Collecting is like that, as any specialist 
who has done some cataloguing wilt tell 
you! Despite this upset, I list the Belle
ville hammers below in the order in 
which they are found in the handbook; 
this to avoid confusion. 
Flrst Hammer: Small, round lettering 

(see "0" in "Ont"), similar to that for OT· 
TAWA (Type I) and KINGSTON, first 
hammer. Top of "T" in "Ont." extended 
slightly upwards at right; top of last "L" 
points to the middle of third thick bar at 
right. 

Earliest: Ju 15/ 93 (the earliest date known 
for a Type 2 squared circle) 

Latest: Ja 31/95 
Above the date: 2, 3 (I have not found 

"4" on this hammer) 
Quite scarce. 

Second Hammer: Larger lettering; ONT. 
narrow spacing, "N" wide; period closer to 
ONT. Last "L" of BELLEVILLE points to 
top of right side-piece. By Feb., '94, first 
"L" broken at foot of the vertical stroke; 
the third hammer later developed a similar 
break, but rather higher. "T" in ONT 
broken. 

Earliest: Oc 4/ 93 
Latest: De I 0/ 97 
Above the date: 2, 3, 4. 
Third Hammer: ONT, tall, narrow let· 
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tering and widely spaced. "N" narrow; "0" 
broken, "ON" rather close at top. Last "L" 
points to base of third thick bar at right. 

Earliest: Sp 29/93 {this date, found since 
the preparation of the handbook, actually 
makes this the second hammer in the light 
of our present knowledge) 

Latest: Mr 20/87 
Above the date: 2, 3, 4. 

KINGSTON, CANADA. There were two 
hammers, easily separated. 
First Hammer: The lettering is small, 

round and neat, very similar to that of OT
TAWA and BELLEVILLE (first hammer), 
and some other early squared circle ham
mers; they are evidently the products of 
the same workman. 

Earliest: Oc 23/93. 
Latest: De 13/93 
This is a very brief period-about seven 

weeks-and puts this hammer in the same 
class as those for BERLIN and ORANGE
VLLLE, both of which were issued and dis
carded (or lost) in 1893, after a very short 
life. 

Above the date: 2, 3, 4 (T have not seen I) 
Scarce. 
Second Hammer: The lettering is much 

taller and unmistakably different. 
Earliest: Ja 7/ 94 
Latest: De 6/ 98 
Above the date: I (rare), 2, 3, 4, Nt. (this 

last is very rare) 
Common. 
Note: There is no period after CANADA 

on either hammer. 

BLEECKER ST., TORONTO. There were 
two hammers, easily separated. 
First Hammer: "BLEEKER"-error for 

BLEECKER. This was not in my first list, 
BNA TOPICS, Dec. 1951. 

Earliest: Ja 23/95 
Soon withdrawn and very rare. 
Note: At least two earlier circular date

\tamps are known with the same error of 
spelling. 

Second Hammer: Correct spelling of 
BLEECKER. Sub-type 3, with bottom bar 
concave on its upper edge. 

Earliest: Ap 23/95 
Latest: My 22/00 
Rarity. 

WINNIPEG. There were four hammers, 
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three with "MAN" and one with "CAN
ADA" at the base. 
Above the date: Clerk's numbers 1 - 10. 
First Hammer: MAN at base; narrow "N" 

in MAN; "NN" (WINNIPEG) close and 
first "N" broken at foot. Very short side 
pieces, left being very thick. Common. 

Second Hammer: MAN at base; wide "N" 
in MAN; "NN" spaced normally. Long thin 
side-pieces. Common. 

Third Hammer: CANADA at base. very 
common. 

Fourth Hammer: MAN at base. Upper 
angles of "M" and "A" do not meet. 
WINN ... differs from the first hammer and 
MAN from second. Only one copy reported, 
dated No 22/04, on K.E. 2c- five years 
later than strikes from the earlier hammers. 

A complex and most interesting chron
ology of eight periods has been determined 
for the above hammers. Readers are re
ferred to the handbook for a full statement. 
VICTORIA, B.C. There were probably 

four hammers. Their description and 
chronology are set out in the handbook 
elaborately and clearly by Dr. Lorna 
Cooke of London, England, after a close 
study of upwards of a thousand strikes. 
Here are a few notes of my own: 
Fl.rst Hammer: Long, thinnish side

pieces; smallish lettering; thick bars just 
above the base, long; left dot higher than 
right dot. 

Earliest: Jy 14/93 
Latest: De 24/ 94. 
Second Hammer: Short, thick side

pieces (left ,thicker); large lettering, widely 
spaced, "B.C." especially so; bars above the 
base, short; side dots are square. 

Earliest: Ju 3/ 95 
Latest: Oc 9/97. 
Third Hammer: Smallish lettering, "B.C." 

small; all bars thick; right side-piece thicker 
than left. 

Earliest: Oc 12/ 97 
Latest: De 30/99. 
Fourth Hammer: Readers arc referred to 

the handbook for a description of this puzz
ling hammer. Only one copy reported. Was 
it reserved for special use? 

Hammers I, 2, 3, show AM, PM or Nt 
above the date. (Only SHERBROOKE, 
Que., and VICTORIA, B.C., show the typi
cally English "Nt"). * 
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REVENUE GROUP NEWS 
SECRETARY: Prof. R. Del. French, 7481 Upper Lachine Rd., Montreal 28 

THERE WERE A FEW revenue lots in 
Sisson's sale of November 24 last: 
377 128 items, 1864-1946, incl. first 

issue $3 bill, $5 Supreme Ct., 
$4 Ontario Jaw, etc. (E$8-$12) $ 9.50 

378 1897 $5 Supreme Court, block 
of 6, VF (cat. $18) .................... 7.50 

379 Same, 20 copies, incl. 2 blks. 
(cat. $60) .. ............................ 17.00 

380 1915 Supreme Court, rouletted, 
F. (cat. $8) 7.00 

381 B.C. hospital tax, 3c-10c, blks. 
of 25, F. (cat. $112.50) 11.00 

* * * 
Some time ago we ran a note in these 

columns asking the help of members in try
ing to compile a check list of bottle seals, 
beer labels and the like, used by the various 
provincial liquor control boards. The re
sponse was hardly enthusiastic-there was 
but one, that one fortunately from a mem
ber with a good showing of this kind of 
material, and it was most helpful. 

Does this result mean that this member is 
the only one who has even a single one of 
. these labels? Probably not; it merely means 
that most of you think that, unless you have 
a real collection, it is useless to co-operate. 
Well, please change your minds. Even if 
you have only a single bottle seal, let the 
editor of these notes see it, or send him a 
detailed description of it. 

While it is quite true that these labels 
are not stamps in the strict sense of the 
term, most of them are skilfully made and 
attractive, and form an appropriate sup
plement to a collection of federal liquor 
stamps, which are reasonably popular. 

* * 
In 1952 there was a provisional strip 

cigar stamp issued, 20 on 25 cigars, with 
fine roulette; we noted it at the time. The 
figures "20" appear twice over the old de
nomination and "TWENTY-FIVE" is can
celled by a bar 15 x llh mm., all in dark 
blue. This stamp we have seen. 
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But we were told on government iwtho
rity that another surcharged cigar stamp 
appeared at the same time. We have no in
formation whatever about it, save that it 
was used on a brand of cigars called 
"Scotlies". A fairly thorough search of the 
Montreal area has not revealed any such 
brand sold locally. 

Members could help us by inquiring of 
local tobacconists if they know of any such 
brand, and, if found, by buying a package 
for the writer, who may not be affluent 
enough to smoke cigars, but who has an 
interest in their stamps just the same. 

* * * 
Canadian revenue collectors would-or 

should- be interested in a collection of 
United States private proprietary stamps, 
which the writer recently had an oppor
tunity to look over. These stamps, which 
are listed in Scott's Specialized U.S. Cata
logue, were used by many makers of 
matches, and playing cards, from 1862 to 
metics, and playing cards, from 1862 to 
1883 and again from 1898 to 1901, in place 
of the regular government issues. There is 
a great variety of designs, some odd and 
some appealing to one's sense of humor. 
Few are really cheap and easy to find and 
the top one lists at $750; only one damaged 
copy of this is known. 

These stamps come on five kinds of pap
er, with one exception hardly distinguih
able from the face of the stamp. The 
owner of the collection referred to chose to 
neglect paper varieties, reducing the num
ber of collectable items from about l, !50 
to some 500. This unorthodox procedure 
probably adds to the layman's enjoyment 
of the collection, rather than detracts from 
it. The writer has never enjoyed paging 
through a collection as he did in this case. 
Of all the world's revenues, these are tops 
in human interest. If you ever have a chance 
to look over such a collection, do not 
miss it. * 
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HANS REICHE (BNAPS 783) 

A Double Paper Variety? 

G OlNG THROUGH a lot of Scott No. 
213, the 3 cent carmine Jubilee 

stamp, actually hunting for varities, I came 
across a stamp which, when soaked off the 
piece of paper on which it was once used, 
unfolded into two perforated rectangles of 
paper. One had the proper imprint of the 
stamp-the other one joined to the first 
one at the top by the perforations- a blank 
paper, but perforated all around. On the 
piece of paper from which this item came, 
the stamp looked like any ordinary stamp, 
as the other blank part was folded back. 
I do not know on which side the gum had 
been. 

After having examined the stamp from 
back to front and not coming to any d~
finite conclusion, I wrote first to Mr. Jim 
Sissons, who gave the following explanation: 
"With regard to the 3 cent Jubilee, this 
might be a double paper. If so, it would be 
quite scarce and have some value. It is 
just possible that it was a genuine stamp 
and the face was skinned off it com
pletely." 

After this I wrote to Dr. Holmes, who 
answered "Your interesting piece of paper, 
which we return herewith, is something 
that I cannot definitely explain. I do 
not know whether you soaked this off of 
the cover or not, and if · so, was it folded 
back with the gum on the back of the blank 
piece and the stamp being free, or was it 
also gummed to the piece of paper? If it 
is a double paper variety, I would expect 
the two pieces of paper to be gummed to
gether and what surprises me is that it i~ 
joined to the stamp with the perforations. 

A BLANK PIECE OF PAPER 
POSES PROBLEMS FOR EXPERTS 

You would expect the double paper stamp 
to have this blank piece not joined by 
perforations. This item of yours must have 
been folded back, and if so, you would 
expect it to be the edge of the sheet. Yet 
the edges of the sheets have margins 11!1 
around them, which are torn off, so this 
blank piece cannot be the margin because 
it is too large; I do not think for one mo
ment that the blank piece could have been 
a gutter between two sheets which had got 
out. It is very interesting, and by all means 
guard it from falling apart." 

After this letter I mentioned it to the 
superintendent of the Canadian Bank Note 
Company, who turned the inquiry over to 
Mr. Mills, Director of Financial Service<>, 
Canada Post Office. The reply was as fol 
lows: 

"The unusual postage stamp combina
tion you forwarded to the Company is en
closed herewith. The probable explanation 
for the peculiar condition of the items is . 
that this was originally a block of two 
stamps and by mechanical means the print
ed portion of one stamp has been lifted or 
split off, leaving the remaining white por
tion. By looking along the top of the white 
portion from the side, the paper fibres 
can be seen standing up on the surface 
from which the printed portion was lifted. 
This is further confirmed by the fact that 
the white portion is only half the thickness 
of the 3 cent stamp, which is of normal 
thickness." 

To this last remark I would like to 

(Continued on 1•age 24) 
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The Editor~s Mailbag 
Canadian R.P.O.'s 

As you may possibly know, an R.P.O. 
Study Group has been formed amongst the 
members of the Canadian Philatelic So· 
ciety of Great Britain and we are hoping 
that we might enlist the support of mem· 
bers of BNAPS who are interested in the~e 
cancellations. so that they could co-oper· 
ate with us in the compilation of a detai led 
record of present and past routes. 

Briefly, our aim is to amplify the pre· 
sent record~ which have been so painstal.· 
ingly and accurately collated by Mr. T. P. 
G. Sha"" and his collaborators, with a view 
to establishing the dates of operation of 
d iscontinued routes and the commencing 
dates of routes which are still functioning. 

It is hoped at some future date that it 
may be possible to issue a catalogue con
taining facsimiles of the various strikes that 
have been used a~ well as dates of opera
tion. 

At the moment, however. we would ap-

preciate it if members of BNAPS who 
would care to co-operate would communi
cate with our group leader, Mr. Lionel F. 
Gillam, 30 Brecklands, Broom, Rotherham, 
Yorkshire, England, or myself, in order to 
make arrangements for the exchange of in
formation so necessary to the success of 
this project. I may add here that Mr. G il
lam has done a great deal o( work already 
along these lines and is a most efficient and 
keen leader of our group. 

J. Millar Allen (~o. 996) 
36 Antrim Road, 
Lisburn, N. Ireland. 

Correction 
Rc article on "Saskatchewan Electrical 

Inspection Stamps" in September TOPICS, 
two typographical errors appeared: 

I 941 Serial 'C' SE I 0, should read I c. 
1941 Serial 'A' SE21 SOc on $10, should 

read SE24. 
Roy Wrigley (No. 1065) 

BNAPSers IN ACTION: The above photograph, token during the combined Edmonton Stomp Club ond 
Calgary Philatelic Society get-together held during the foil, shows BNAPSer Or. M. C. Adamson 
auctioning o lot of Conodion plate blocks. The three other members of the auction commi ttee facing 
the comero ore oil BNAf>S members ond ore, left to right: R. J. Cooper, R. M. Williams ond E. A. 
Harris. The Calgary Club put on o show in the first port of the afternoon which covered o wide 
ronge of interests. Some of the fromes which were on view con be seen in the photograph. 
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S/ud:t:lulA oj BNAPSers . .. 

No. 63: R. A. Jamieson, Q .C. 
THF SUBECT of this Sketch, Raymond A. 
Jamieson, was born in Almonte, Ontario 
(25 miles from Ottawa) close to the end of 
the last century. He was educated at Al
monte public and high schools, University 
of Toronto, and Osgoode Hall. His grand
father and father were both practising law
yers in Almonte, and he follows the same 
profes\ion, being a Queen's Counsel Mr. 
Jamieson says Almonte is the most beauti
ful town in Eastern Ontario and that it is 
the home 'of Tait MacKenzie, the famous 
~culptor, who was later physical director at 
the University of Pennsylvania, and also of 
Dr. James Nasmith, the inventor of the 
game of basketball. At the present time 
there is underway an active campaign to 
raise funds for a "Nasmith Memorial Hospi
tal" and contributions are coming in from 
all over the continent. 

Mr. Jamieson has collected stamps on and 
off for many years, but only in earnest 
since 1938. His specialties run to the un
usual in philately; for instance, he has one 
of the best collections in the country of 
·'Royal Train" covers qf 1939, and also of 
Cana·!ian forgeries and locals, and also 
U.S. locals. Those of us who attended the 
Niagara Falls Convention will remember 
with interest his display of early Canadian 
philatelic magazines,, particularly those of 
S. Allan Taylor, which are very rare, and 
literature in connection with early Cana
dian philatelic societies. 

He also has an extensive collection of 
plate blocks, including the only known 
block of the 1939 Royal Visit 3 cent Plate 
5-3, with full selvedge (and it only cost 
him 12 cents!). "R.A." is also interested in 
certain branches of Canadian stampless 
covers, particularly "money-letters", and 
has written articles for TOPICS, Popular 
Stamps, Gossip, Stamps and Maple Leaves 
on the above and allied subjects. 

A keen sportsman in his youth, Mr. 
Jamieson was on the University of Toronto 
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By V. G. GREENE {BNAPS L40) 

Raymond A. Jamieson, Q.c: 

track team for two years, but lately has 
confined his activities to golf. Aside from 
stamps, his indoor activities are confined to 
tuning up certain musical instruments with 
strings, which many members of BNAPS 
well know. In fact, if an award was given 
for the best fiddler in the British North 
America Philatelic Society, "R.A." would 
win it hands down! * 

EDMONTON GROUP 
• The Edmonton Group, BNAPS, held its 
annual meeting recently and elected Dutton 
A. Copp as president. Ronald M. Williams 
is the new secretary. 

The group has only two elected officers, 
president and secretary. It was decided that 
each man serve one year in each office in 
order to share the responsibility and give 
all members experience. Dutton Copp re
tired as secretary, and Ed. Harris is ex
president of the group. * 

DOUBLE PAPER-From Page 22 
add that the thickness is a lmost the same 
as the original stamp, and that so far as I 
can see, the fibres do stand up as well on 
the white portion as on the stamp itself. 
Besides, why should someone carefully 
skim one stamp off, then fold it and paste 
it on an envelope? So, what is the real 
answer to this? * 

BNA TOPICS 



OFFICIAL SECTION 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Report ~~ the Secretary • • • 
December 1~. 1954. 

CORRECTION IN MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 
The following new members listed in November and December issues of BNA TOPICS were 

allocated incorrect membership numbers. Correct numberins should be as follows: 
1229 Bentley, Robert 1. 124S Pett, Edward 
1230 Chilcott, Milton B. 1246 Schoofel<!z. Joseph 
1231 Debney, Philip L. 1247 Senl!cal, t<. A. 
1232 Elliot, R. Edwin 124ft Thackray Percy R. 
1233 Ethier, Jules J. C. 1249 Tharp. Mrs. Clarence A. 
1234 Felt, Herbert H. 12SO Umbreit, Geo. M . 
123S Geldert, Dr. G. M. 12SI Begin, C. N. 
1236 George, Graham Frank 12S2 Cabot, Georae D. 
1237 Hornby, Fred 12S3 Chapman. C. Edward 
1238 Kalinowski, Victor W. 12S4 Foresman, Ralph D. 
1239 Katz, Jay P. 1255 Lomb, Richard M. 
1240 Kay, Joseph S. 1256 Lum, Cpl. Stanley 
1241 Kinnear, John H. 12S7 Melvin, Geor11e H . 
1242 Larsen, R. W. 12SS Mitchell, Wallace B. 
1243 Lynn, Thomas William 12S9 Patterson, J. L. 
1244 Marttn, 1. Stanley 1260 Swenson, Einer C. 

1261 
1262 
1263 
1264 
126S 
1266 
1267 
1268 
1269 
1270 

NEW MEMBERS 
Barr, Dr. Charles, 32 Lake Street, Mon roe, New York. 
Butler, Mrs. Hannah B., 114 Carolina Street, Buffalo I, New York. 
Cole, Ezra D., Nyack, New York. 
Cox, Donald George, Box 18, Post Office, Tighe's Hill, 2N. N.S.W., Australia . 
Handley, D r. Arthur, 612S Dorothy Drive. San Diego IS, California. 
Kent, Stafford E., 372 Blake Blvd., Apt S. Ouawa 2, Ontario. 
Mltermant.Irving, 3334 West Harold Street, Philadelphia 32, Pennsylvania. 
Pelletier, Narcisse A., 34 Blandford Avenue, Toronto 10, Ontario. 
Pugh, T. B., 1734 Macomb Place, Richland, Washington. 
Tho mson, Robert T., 168 Evelyn Avenue, Toronto 9, Ontario. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
Blair, Don, 137SO Dexter, Apt. 203, Detroit 38. Michiga.n 
Bryant, Roster H., 85 Forest Street, Worcester 9. Massachusetts. 
Cleghorn John R., 220 Prado Place, .Riverside, Ontario. 
Hadley, Fred R., 121 ·11th Street East ( J>.O. Box 54), Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. 
Hughes, Peggy J oanne, 19Sl Prospect Street-J"Iiagara Falls, Ontario. 
Muller, Elizabeth H ., 36 Elmer Street, East Hartford 8, Connecticut. 
McLennan, Undsay M .. 184 Arkell. Hamilton, Ontario. 
Schuberta. Charles W., 4S Niles Street, Hanford S. Connecticut. 
Stewart, William C., 304 Orchard Street.._ Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
Theeuwissen, Rene, Moulin, Nossegtm, uT, Belgium. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(ObJectJoru must be llled with the Secretary within IS d &)'S after month of pobUeallon) 

CHASE, Abbott, College Highway North, Granby, Connecticut (CX) CAN, NFD--!91h &. 20th centur) 
mint and used postage and block$. Pre-stamp, stample55, 1st Day and 1st FliJlht covers. Plate Blocks 
Coils. M int &. used booklet panes and complete booklets. Federal &. Tax-l'aid Revenues. Mint .t 
used Airmails and o n cover. Cut-squares. R.R. cancellations. Proposed by L. W. Banks, No. 631. 
Seconded by D. Mower, No. 7S4. 

DAME, Ralph L., R.R. No. 2. Dundas, Ontario {C) CAN, NFD-Mlnt & used postage. 1st Day covers. 
Co&ls. O.H.M.S. Mint booklet panes. Mint Arrmails. Proposed by C. R. McNeil, No. 649. Seconded 
by B. R. Marsales No. 647 

GARDNER._James W., 46 Whitton Road, Hamilton, Ontario (C) CAN-Mint postage and blocks. Pla1e 
Blocks. r roposed by C. R. McNeil, No. 649. Seconded by L. W. Sharpe, No. 39S. 

HILTZ, Charles 1., Chester, Nova Scotta (C) CAN, NFD-Mint &. used blocks. Mint booklet panes. 
Federal and Provincial Revenues. Proposed by E. L . Pigaott, No. 629. 

McKAY, Walter Garry, 12 Sills Apts., 633 -14 Avenue West. Calgary, Alberta (CX) CAN-19th & 20th 
century mint & used postage. 1st Day covers. Coils. Mint & used Airmails and on cover. Literature. 
Proposed by E. A. Harris, No. 729. Seconded by M. C. Adamson, No. S27. 

MUKA, Joseph A. Sr., 2S3 Federal Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts (COX) CAN, NPD, PROV-Mint 
postage a nd mint blocks. M int booklet panes. Proposed by L. w. Banks, No. 631. Seconded by E. T 
Karplnskl, No. 1011. 
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PELADEAU, Or. Marlus, 7S Linden, Brattleboro. Vermont (CX) CAN, NFD, PROV- Mint & used 
postage and mint blocks. Pre-stamp, stampless & 1st Day covers. Plate Blocks. Coils. O.H.M.S. Mint 
booklet panes and complete booklets. Precancels. Federal & Provincial Revenues. Mint & used Air
mails and on cover. Postal statloneo·y entires. Literature. R.R., Flag, Slogan, 2- & 4-ring and other 
cancellations. Proposed by Dr. J . J . Balassa. No. 786. Seconded by . Levine, No. I. 

WELTER, Edward A. F .. IS Harmon Avenue, St. James. Winnipeg, Manitoba (C) CAN- 19th & 20th 
centu ry mint & used postage. 1st Day cover<~. Coils. O.H.M.S. Mint & used Airmails. R.R. and Slogan 
cancellations. Proposed by H. W. S. Wilding, No 1040. Seconded by A. W. Stewart , No. 1087. 

REPLACED ON ROLLS 
1149 Lundbera, John P .. 11232 - 9SA Street. Edmonton, Alberta. 
407 Wise , J oseph M., 108- 14 65th Road, Forest Hills, New York. 

OMISSIONS OF COLLECTING INTERESTS 
C LEGHORN, John R . (C) CAN- Used postage. Postcards. Coils. O.H.M.S. Used booklet panes. Pre

cancels . Postal stationery entircs. R.R., Flag & Slogan cancellations. 
HADLEY, Fred R. (CX) CAN, NFO, PROV- 19th & 20th century mint & used poMa¥e and blocks. 1st 

Fli&ht covers. Plate Blocks. Coil~. O.H.M.S. Mint booklet panes. Precancels. P rovincial Revenues. 
Mint, used & semi-official Airmails and on cover. Posta l staHonery entires & cut-squares. Proors & 
Essays. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
Hedley, Richard P., 78 Allen Street, Buffalo 2. New York. 
1.-um, Cpl. Stanley SSOII , 1 Air Oiv. HQ, RCAF. CAPO SOS2, c/ o Postmaster, Montreal. Canada (from 

Edmonton, Alberta). 
RESIGNATIONS RECEIVED 

1078 Gnadln&er J ohn F., 121 South May Street, Joliet, Illinois. 
741 Manning, iames F .. 1827 - 17th Avenue, San Francisco 22, California. 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, November IS. 19S4 ........ ........ 878 

NEW MEMBERS, December IS, 19S4 ... ....................... 10 
REPLACED ON ROLLS, December 15, 19S4 ............ 2 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, December IS, 19S4 ....... .......... 890 

.-----:----CLASSIFIED TOPICS------.. 
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RESERVED FOR MEMBERS OF BNAPS ONLY 

RAT!:S-2 cents per word per Insertion; 500 words to be used as desired, $8.00. 

COPY for Class ified Topics should be sent to lhe Editor ol P.O. Box 74, Brompton, Ontario, to 
a rrive by the 15th of the month previous to publicol ion. 

FOR SALE 

CANADA, British Empire. Wont lists please. 
E. K. Allen , 240 Spri ng Garden Rood , 
Halifax, N.S., Canada. - - --

BETTER CANADA. Sets , singles , mint blacks. 
Send wont lists (with references). H. G . 
Saxton, 139 Twelfth Ave., N.E., Calgary, 
Alta., Canada. (9811) 

EXCHANGE 

CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS from #2B4 on, 
for Canadian Revenues, or O .H.M.S., qual
ity stuff, collection, or any quantity. Ad· 
vise what you hove, or forward for offer. 
Roy Wrigley (#1065), 2288 Bellevue Ave., 
Well Vancouver, B.C. 117-tf 

WANTED 

3c 1897 JUBILEE, particularly cork cancels, 
town cancels, coven, etc. James Kraemer, 
P.O . Box 542, Kilchener, Ont. (120-3t) 

FOR SALE 

O .H.M.S. AND G plate blocks. Have about 
150 duplicate blocks. Will sell or exchange 
for positions I need Your wont list solicited. 
George G. Trobont, Times, St. Petersburg, 
Florida. (119-2t) 

MATCHED BLOCKS, Plate 1, Coronation issue; 
agency material, $13.25. Murray Camp
bell, M.D., 95 Sherbrooke St., Winnipeg. 

(120-lt) 

LITERATURE 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS to America's 
leading periodicals at publishers' lowest 
roles. Serviced throughout the world. Be
dard Publicalions, Box 637, Detroit 31 , 
Michigan, U.S.A. ( 1 04-121) 

1954 (5th) EDITION Conado Precancel Cata
logue now available. Price $1.50, postpaid. 
H. G. Walburn, R.R. 3, Ke lowna, B.C., 

Canada. (119-3t) 

BNA TOI'ICS 



BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
is o ften exte nsive ly repre

sented in the H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
auction s. 
Write for free ca talogues and buy 
the right way- the H. R. HARMER 
way. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
3 2 Eas t 5 7th St . • New York 2 2 , N.Y. 

Geo. E. Foster 
PHI LATELIC PRINTER 

Box 174 Bo rde ntown, N.J. 
Persona l Stationery a Specia lty 

ON APPROVA L 
FINE USED CANADIAN OFFICIALS, OHMS 
AND G, IN SINGLE AND MULTIPLE PIECES 

BRUNSWICK STAMP SERVICE 
lox 501 MONCTON, N.l . Canada 

SMALL QUEENS 
MONTREAL PRINTINGS 

All have position dot (pre-I 886) 
Per 100 

lc Ye llow .. ........... . ... $ 5.00 
2c Pa le Green, G reen and D .. p 

Green. Well assorted ...... 

3c Dull Red, Orange Red. Mixed . 

OTTAWA PRINTINGS 

10.00 

3.50 

These I classify as Ottawa Prints, b ut you 
will fond a good percentage of late Mont
real Prints in each o f the three values listed. 

lc Yellow .... .... ..... ... 1.2 5 

2c Green .............................. ........ ..... 2.50 

3c Vermillion .... .......... ........ 1.00 

EXCHANGE OFFER 

I will accept reasonably well-centered un• 
d a maged used copies of the 1859 Cents 
Issue and Large Quee n Se t in payment far 
above offers. 8asis 80 per cent Sissons. 

V. R. YEATON 
8 3rd STREET DOVER, N.H. 

JANUARY 1955 

WANTED 

BeNe A. 
STAMPLESS AND PRESTAMP 

COVERS 
Addressed to o r from Canada. 

WHAT HAVE YOU TO OFFER? 

CHAS. P. de VOLPI 
4720 Grosvenor Ave. 

MONTREAL 6 CANADA 

FLOOD SALE- 20-40% Discount 
o ff a ll price lists (tree with S.A.E.). lncludH 

CANADA, B.W .I., DOMINIONS. 
Examples at up to 1/ S cat.: 
Australia: S/ , 178, 20c; 10/ . 179. $1; £1, 180. 
$2; Set 3, $3. Imprint bll<s., some at 10% on 
race. Set 13 imprints to 1 /~. $11. Send wants. 
Canada: S-hole perf. O.H.M.S. Officials. OAI04, 
$14; OAIOS, $4; OAIIO, $7; OAIII, $18; 
0A II 2, $3; OAI17, $4; OAII8, $3; OAJ1 9, $4; 
0AI42, $8; OAISO, $4; OAISI; $16; OAI61, $7; 
OAI70, $8; OAI90, $4; 0A I9o, SS; OAIIS, $4; 
OE9, $28. Most o thers in stock like OA13S, 

OACI. 
New Issues: Br. Empire, 17c per 1/-. Specialized 
,lock perfs. and shades of Geo. VI B.W.I. 

JACKSONS 
2 Frl•ette Cres., Toronto 9, Canada 

• "A very informative booklet" 

• "Reflects grecu credit on the author 
and tlu: Society" 

• "I find the information re post offices 
of the period very helpful" 

. THAT IS WHAT EARLY PURCHASERS 

HAVE TO SAY ABOUT DR. WHITEHEAD'S 

HANDBOOK ON 

"THE SQUARED CIRCLE 

POSTMARKS OF CANADA" 

48 pages with man y illust rations showing 

some o uts tanding p ieces with these interest

ing postal markings. 

$1.50 (postpaid) 

Available from J. N. Sissons, L. S. Davenport, 

S.C.E.C. Book Department, or from 

GORDON P. LEWIS 
P.O. lOX 74 

BRAMPTON, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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1955 STAMP CATALOGUES 
SCOTT'S 1955 EDITIONS 

PART I (Americas, British Empire) .. . .... .. ... .. .... .. ... ... .... ... .. .. .. ... . .. . 
PART II (Europe, Asio, Africa) ....... J.. .. .. ... .. ..... .. . .. .. ,. . .. .... ... . .. ... .... .. 

COMBINED ED ITIO N (Vol. I and II) ... ............ .... .. ........ ............. ... .. .. 
UN ITED STATES SPECIALIZED .. .... ... ... .... .... .. .... .. ....... ....... ...... ....... .. . .. 
DOLLAR UNITED STATES (3rd Edition) .... ...... .. .... ........... .............. . 
DOLLAR BRITISH AMERICA (2nd Edition) .............. .. 
DOLLAR GERMANY AND COLONIES (1st Edition) .. .. .. .. ...... .... .. 

$4.60 
5.75 
9.25 
4.00 
1.25 
1.25 
1.25 

(Prices quoted are for Canada and the rest of the world. U.S. customers write for prices.) 

STANLEY GIBBONS' STAMP CATALOGUES 
PART I (Bri tish Empire) .... .. ........ .. .... .. ....... . ....... ...... ... .. .... .. .... .... ... .... .. .... .. $3.50 

I 

PART II (Europe and Colonies) .... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ........ ........ .. ... .... ... .. ........ .. .. .... . 4,75 
PART Il l (Foreign countries of America, Asia and Africa) 1954 Edi tion, regular $3.95. I' 

No 1955 edition printed. Reduced to clear at ... .. ........ .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ..... ... .. .. .. ..... ... .... .. .. 3.25 
SIMPLIFI ED (Whole World) .... .. ...... .. .... ... .. .. .. .... .......... .... .. ........... .. .... .... ...... ..... .. .... .... 3.95 

STANLEY GIBBONS' "TWO REIGNS" CATALOGUES 
The King George VI stomps are listed as before, but much more detail is given on Queen 

Elizabeth II issues than in Part I. Three different bound editions available. 
LIMP COVER (Coated paper) .. .. ... .. ............. .. ............ .. ....... .. ...... ... .. .... $ .85 
BOUND IN BOARDS (Coa ted paper) ...... ....... ...... ... ........ ... .... ... .. ... .... ......... .... ... 1.10 
INTERLEAVED EDITION (Every other page blank). With hard cover. Handy for adding 

notes to the pages and new issue information .... .... .......................... .. .. .... 1.75 

THE CANADA PRECANCEL CATALOGUE 
By H. G. WALBURN 

Coverage is complete, following closely the · lines of the fourth (1947) edition, but listing 
brought up-to-dote to August 1954. Completely re-set, with a very large number of items 
re-priced. Many additional and improved illustrations. As the 1947 edition is out of print, 
this new a nd thoroughly revised edition is a " must" for all . .... ... ... ................ .. Postpaid $1.50 

CATALOGUE OF CONSTANT PLATE VARIETIES 
By HANS REICHE 

A soft-covered 48-page handbook. This new ca talogue lists, according to Scott's numbers, the 
various varieties of constant plate varieties that exist, a long with the fair market values. The 
catalogue starts with the Jubilees of 1897 and covers a ll issues to date. The book is in its 
second edition and has been greatly improved upon, with many illustrations and six full 
pages sh~wing constant plate varieties. Just off the press . .... .. ... .... .... ... .. .... ...... Postpaid $2.00 

HOLMES' CATALOGUE OF CANADA AND B.N.A . 
Yes, we have seen the final proof c:opyl What a fine job it lsi The printers have done a fine 
piece of work on Dr. L. Seale Holmes' 350-page catalogue. The cuts stand out on the coa ted 
stock paper and the type is so arranged to make the catalogue easi ly read, and a quick refer
ence.at any page will pick out the item for which you are looking, at a g lance. Space does not 
permit us to go into detail, but it's everything thot the collector of Canada and B.N.A. 
desires in a catalogue of this type-all in one handy volume. Ready for distribution now, 
price $7.00. We shall be pleased to send copies on approval (hot off the press) to qny who 
write asking to see it. You are under no obligation to purchase a copy. We pay · postage 
one way. Rush your order today! 

All prices a re postpaid to a ny country. Write for quotations on your favorite catalogues. All 
well w rapped and stamps of philatelic value used for postage. 

A complete line of a ll Conadiana Catalog ues, Books a nd Ha ndbooks in stock. The mast 
complete line of philatelic books held in canada. 

STAMP COLLECTORS' EXCHANGE CLUB 
J. R. COOKE, President (BNAPS No. 592) 

ARKONA 2, ONTARIO, CANADA 

BNA TOPICS 



Nach Europa 
According to p resent p la ns, I w ill leave Boston on the 

evening of Fe bruary 2nd, a nd expect to be in Paris the next 
morning . 

care: 
After Janua ry 1st, p lease address a ny urgent letters to 

Messrs. Robson Lowe Ltd., 
50 Pall Mall, 

London, S.W.l , England. 

For a nyth ing particu larly importa nt, it might be well to 
send copies care of the following: 

Au Comptoir des Timbres, 
20, rue Drouot, 
Paris 9, France. 

M. Flavio Musso, 
3 Grand'Rue, 

Geneva, Switze rland. 

Routine orde rs may be d irected to Willowda le as usua l. 

B.N.A. LIST - Well illustrated and new treatment for classic 
issues: 25c, deducti b le on first $2.00 order. Robson l owe Literature 
List free on receipt of stamped self.addressed envelope . 

ASDA 
APS 
SNAPS 

• 
Robert W. Lyman 

6 Myles View Place 
WlllOWDALE (TORONTO), ONT. 

BAldwin 1-4885 

E/ P Soc. 
CSDA 
CCNY 

An agent for Messrs. ROBSON lOWE lTD., of london, England, for 
Canada, the United States and the European Continen~ 



Sissons' 1955 Catalogue 
OF 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

CANADA 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

A 44-page illustrated listing of 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

NOVA SCOTIA 

including 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

Mint and Used, Singles, Blocks, Plate Blocks, lmperforates, Officials, 

Perforated OHMS, Statione ry, Revenues, Bookle t Panes. 

Price 25 Cents 
(Refundable on an order of $2.00 or more) 

Choice B.N.A. 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 
Illustrated Catalogue Free on Request 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 WELLINGTON ST. WEST TORONTO, CANADA 


