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Verv Fine 
USED CANADIAN 

BLOCKS 

Geo. E. Foster 
Philatelic Printer 

Box 174 Bordentown, N. J. 
contact 

M. W . CRYDERMAN P ereonal Stationery a Specialty 
Box 289, Roblin, Man,. Canada 

>Canadian Precancel Cat·alogue ............................ 1.50 

•Canal\lan ~venue Catalogue .................. .. .......... 1.00 

Canadian Railroad Cancellation Catalogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 50 

Ca.na.dlan and Newfoundland Stampless Cover Catalogue .. 2.00 

Oanada-1912- 25 (George c. Marler) ...................... 2.00 

Canada (Holmes• 1949 Edition) ............................ 6.00 

CENTURY STAMP CO. 
1253 McGill College Ave. Eat. 1100 Montreal, Canada 

WE WISH TO BUY 
PACKETS 

SETS • 
• COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE STAMPS 

As the large-st wholeeal ~ stamp florm In the 
United .States, we are constant buyers of large 
wholr salc!' quantities and eollec.tlons of all kinds ot 
postag-e stamps. 

Send us a detailed list cr your otters. which wlll receive eur 
prompt, careful attention. Our booklet "If You Have Stamps To 
Sell" w!ll be sent free on request, (It you do not already know us); 
thlo booklet Includes references and descdbes our bus iness In Cull ao 
that you may deal with us In complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
108 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. 
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Universal Postal Union 
Com.memorat ivea 

Becauee this ad 11 ma.de .up 211 da.ys 
'beto.re you receive It, and beca.use U. 
P. U.'a are ra.pddly tluotuatlng In prtce, 
It Is aimost uaele-.. for me to quote 
my prices. Be ae~ured that I will han
dle your requests at rea1ona.ble prices. 

Niagara Looae Leaf Stamp Sectiona, 
In buelneee tor over :W yoo.re, has pub• 
llshed' qua.dirllled pargee tor the u. P. U. 
comm&Inoratlves. Printed on hea. vy rag 
content Hammermlll Bond ledger pa.
per, the pagee are punched for the 
eta.Dctard tbre6-rlng 'binder. P6ges 
trome In sections of 25 fo r $1.00. Sa.m
ple page on reque.t. 

Flll up the 1!1Jl8.C81 of the !.nexpenetve 
Foreign Stampa lin your coHectlon b y 
requeat1ng epeclally made-up boola!, (of 

500 lta.mpe each, arranged numericallY 
by country. Thh't;y-aix different books 
In this eerlea, prk:ed at half ca.ta.log 
with diecounta of 5% up beginning 
with purchaees of $2.50 or more from 
a selectlon-15,000 dlf!erent ata.mps to 
chooee :kom and some collllltrles

1
over 

50% complete. 

S uperior H igh Qua lity P ackeu 
1,000 dJtt. $1.50; 5,000 dltf. $1'2.50. 

RUSS ELL ALLI SON 
712-17th St., Niagara Falls, New Yor k 

The 
PHILATELIC 
MAGAZIIE 

(Eetaib. 1116) 
Is your guld:e to Brltbh Em
pire and world collecting, and 
keeps you up to date with la
test stamp events. 

- FULLY Uili~RATED ·
Yearly subscription $1.60 

Samp le copy f ree on r.queet 
HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 

44& Strand, London, Eng, 

Classified Topics 
Reaerved for Member• of B.N.A.P.S. 
Rates !c ·per word. Minimum 16 worta 
per a.d. Three lnsert1one at th e price 
ot two. 500 words, at will. -.. .oo pay
able In a dvance. Scott's numbere uee4 
unless otherwis e apeclttld. 

I collect Canada only-.JF'or Sale or E x
change-Stationery; B. C. Law·•: P la te 
Noe ; Flag Cancels. C. B. D. Garrett, 
Box 612, Cra.nbrook, B. C. 

CANIADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, BRJT
JSH COLONIES, UNITED STATES. 
Older laeues for eerloua collecton . 
References. Want Llste. E. K. Allen, 
Stamp Studio, 5 Chettnut St., H all
fax, N. S. 

STAMFLIDSS COVERS OF CA'NAOA 
wanted !or my collection. P leue price 
Individual covers. Hugh McLella.n, 
Champlain, N. Y. 

WANTED - NEWFOUNDLANlD -
ESSAYS - PROOJ.11S - F'ORGERIBS 
- COVERS. Scotts 24 to 81 ONLY. I 
w111 buy or tra.de good Nfld. tor an7 
I ca.n uee. Ken. M·lnuse, 1236 Grand 
Concouree. Bronx 5-6, N. Y. 

C.AJNtA!DIAN PLATE BUOiOK.S-Since 
1927. Wanted to buy or exChange. T. 
B. Higginson, Finch, Ont., Canada. 

SEND lOc tor attractive 18-page mag
azine with full Information. For the 
greateet value In Philately J OIN: 
Stamp Collectors' Exchange Club, B.JX 
2A. Hickson, Ont. 

BRITISH NORTH AMfRICA 
... Is oeten e:rtenell'el:y rep re
eented In the H. R. HARMER, 
INC. auctions. Write for Jl'\R.llm 
cataloguea and buy th e right 
way- the H . R. HAIRKmR -y. 

H. /l. HtJrmer Inc. 
The Roosevelt AuoUoneen 

82 E. 57th 8t., N. Y. 12, N. Y. 
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Canadian Members at 
CPS of GB Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of t'he 
Canadian Phllatel·lc Soolety ot Great 
Brltaln was held at the Plcca.dllly Ho
tel, London, on Thursday May 11, 19-50. 
.As It coincided with the International 
Stamp Exhibition, an excellent oppor
tunity was thus created tor a com
·Prehenslve attendance tby members, 
both from the United Kingdom and 
overseas. 

Certain c'hanges In the IDxe.cutive 
Committee were ma.de, the most lm
]>ortant being the retirement ot the 
Preeident, A. E. Stephenson, F. C. P. 
s., of Edinburgh. Mr. Stephenson had 
been Preeldent eince the Society's In
ception and Its success and growth to 
011-e of the largest In the country Is 
to a great extent due to his energy 
and foresight. His services, however, 
are retained In the capacity of Trea..~
urer. 

The new President Is Great Britain's 
most diBtlnguJshed student of Can
adian ph ilately, R. W. T. Lees-J ones, 
}1', R. P. S. L., F. C. P. S., of Hale, 

' 

Cheshire, a public figure too well 
known to need further Introduction. 

The highly treasured F ellowshipe ot 
the Soolety were awarded to our two 
VIce-Presidents, D. GQrdner and J. C. 
Cartwrigh t, who havo both rendered 
exceptional eervlce to the •S'ociety. 

The Altkens Trophy for the best 
tpubltcaUon In "Maple Leaves" waa 
awarded to W. H. !=:. Cheavln, F. R. 
M. R, R. R. E. S., F. C. S .• F. R. P. ·s. 
L., for his ex.cellent article on ''X
Raye In B. N. A. Philately." 

The meeting was followed by a very 
successful luncheon which was welL 
!attended by over·seas members and 
vleltors and Included amongst the 
guests of 'honour l.fra. John D. Dale, 
the famous daughter of an even more 
famous father (~r. Alfred Lichten 
stein), Mr. and Mrs. Wlnthrop :S. 
Boggs and a. strong Canadian contin
gent led by the CAPEX President, 
VIncent G. Greene; Jim SJseons, Les 
'Davenport and Dr. C. M. J ephcott. 
Guests from the home country In
cluded the Inimitable Major Antony 
Walker and Mrs. Walker a nd Major 
A. Hopkins, who appears to be the 
only m~mber of our Society who has 
never collected a Canadian stamp. 

AN APPEAL FOR THE 1950 YEARBOOK 
The 1950 ooltlon of t he Yearbook of the British North America Phil

atelic Society will be oomblncd wltb t he September lesue of BN'A TOP
DCS. This book will be lssuoo on .September 1, in plenty of time for 
m<'mbers t.o receive a copy prior to BNAPEX l!HiO. 

Whlle BNA TOPIIOS, during the remainder of the year, Is suppOrted 
·by .Society fund·s as well a:s advertising revenue, this special Yeartbook 
ls11ue must be en·tlrely tself-supportlng. The cost of this publication is 
t lna.nced by a.dvertisln.g received from members, member-dealers, and 
dealers outside the Society. If every member of BNAPIR used a small 
$1..'75 space to send greetings to otlter members, and state their wants 
and other interesting fa::ts, the Year'book could operate at a profit, and 
extra monies could be use d to provide a bigger TOPIC'S during the re
mainder of t he year. 
extra monies oould be usoo to provide a bigger TOPICS. 

'We urge all mem'bcr11 to reserve some size space and to ask their 
friends a.nd favorlt·e dealer·& to do llkew!.&e. 

tDate of Issue: iS'eptemb<er 1st. Deadline for Copy: .Auguat 1st. 

Schedule of Ratea: 
Full Page $17 .6()- Ha.lf Page $10 - Quarter Page $6 

Eighth Page $3.50- Column Inch $1.75 

SEND ALL OOPY TO THE EDirl'OR OF TOPJCS: 
G. P. Lewle 

loS Ea8tern Ave., Brampton, Ont., canada. 
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SOME NOTES ON PREPARING 
YOUR EXHIBIT FOR BNAPEX 

By RUSSELL ALI1ISON 

From my o)).s.ervat!on of last year's 
BNAPEX and other stamp shows, 
have resulted the following notes. 
These notes are by no means original. 
They have been· the subject of many, 
many exceUemt a:rtlcl>es d11nrl·ng th·e 
past few decades. 

At last year's show, there were thir
teen e:xlhtbltors who had entered 
frames fot· ~ompetitlon out of a mem
bership of 3{)0 or more. Less than 5% 
of our membership participated. 

Perhaps :some of you have over
looked the prime purpose of a stamp 
show. It Isn't to "cop" the gr!llnd a
ward or any of the others, but It Is to 
Jet the other fellow know what your 
collecting Interests are and to show 
ott your efforts. Don't let the fact 
that collectors who are better off fi
nancially than yourself, Intend to ex
hibit dl&eourage you from exhibiting. 
So what! ·Some of the n~cest exhib-Its 
I ·have seen have cost less than $10.00 
to produce but the process of gather
Ing the stamps ·has been a rather tough 
one. 

I couldn't help but note my pet 
<peeve last year. That peeve concerns 
those collectors who negle.ct to write 
up their exhibits. Don't rhlnk that a 
judge w!H throw out your exhibit 
from the competition because you have 
copied word-for-word the data out of 
Howe, Jarrett, Boggs, Holmes, or any 
other reference work. The fact that 
you have made an effort to dig up this 
·lntorma.t!on Is generally conceded as 
.researc'h. After all there Is very ll~tle 
original research going on. 

When you do write up ~·OUii. entry or 
collection 1t Isn't necessary to go to 
the extreme of d·lsplaying a couple of 

stamp.s on a page and devoting the 
rest of the space to a write up. If you 
do have something out of the ord·lnary, 
by all means do point It out. Don't ex
pect the other feHow to know as much 
about your specialty as you do. He 
may, but don't take chances. Write 
up your exhibit! 

Check Your Notea 

Tr;v to check your notes against 
some reliable source. If your informa
tion ·11 Incorrect a;ccordlng to the 

judges this will also disqualify you 
for awards. 

What Is rare in Montreal or New 
York may be comm-on In Vancouver 
or Chicago. That Is why It Is a good 
Idea to shy away from mat·k!ngs su·~h 
as "rare," "very scarce," etc. It might 
be. corre.ct at times to use the word 
"scarce'• occaJSionally. However, t'h& 
rule should be to fit your wording 
and Information to the group before 
whom you are exhibiting. 

Using wor·d!s denoting condition 
should as a ru·le be omitted. Just by 
1-ooldng at a stamp one should be able 
to judge Whether a stamp is fine or 
superb. H-owever, some stamP& are 
known tor being notoriously ott-cen
ter and extremely hard to find in su
perb or fine condition. A note to this 
effed Is proper, in my opinion, to In
dicate whether the .stamps are In f·ine 
oeonditlon or in good or poor condition. 

;So far as the best type of album 
:page to use, the blank or quadrilled 
page 8%xll Inches, or as cloee to this 
size as possible, Is desirable. SJnce the 
size of the album page6 are just about 
the same except for a binding, size Is 
a minor problem. 

·If you have a flair for prin.ting ·by 
hand you are all set to write up y-our 
exhibit. If y-ou have use of a type
writer then yo.u are also lucky. A let
tering set of some sort Is the beat 
substitute for either of the above. 
These sets oontaln a plast~ lettering· 
·guide and a pen. The style of the let
tering depends upon the type of let
tering guide. I have .found _that a large 
size and a small size case Is Ideal. 
'Fortunately It doesn't take long to get 
used to the set, and the lettering has 
that professional look. I have found 
that the \VRICO set Is Ideal. Would 
•be glad to pass on a source of supply 
It a lettering set ot some .sort Isn't 
ava:llable in the stores near you. 
WRDOO sets sell from $5 .00 and up. 

Excellent Article• 

'It you can obtain the use ot Num
.bers 1, 3, and 4 of Volume I of the 
"Stamp Specialist," edited by H. L. 
Lindquist of "Stamps" magazine, New. 
·York City, r:Q~ will find fo114 exc6lo~ 
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lent articles on how to :arrange and 
mount an exhibit. The Elbe File andJ 
:Binder Company, of Fall River, Mass., 
prints a bookJet written by Harry 
Weiss of "Weekly Philatelic G<lssip,'' 
Which contains numerous Ideas on 
mounting. Thi.s booklet Is free to those 
sending a sel>f-addressed stamped en
velope. 

There are probably as many dif
ferent ways of mounting stamps a.s 
there are stamps to mount. The us
ual plan Is -one · of a symmetrical ar
rangement. I! this type of arrange
ment fits your exhibit ·by all :means do 
it. A variety ·Of symmetrical arrange
ments tend to make the display 

pleasing and attractive to the eye. 
After the album pages are ready, 

take a few minutes to arrange them 
It possible so that t!he display is bal
anced. A number lightly written on 
the back of the pages would be.great
ly appreciated bY the exhibit .commit
tee. 

Remember the prime purP<lfile of 
.BNA<PEX Is to provide a place where 
you can exh'ib!t y-our stamps, and· a 
place to meet other BN:APSers. All 
1t takes to p1·epare and exhibit are 
n\ne pages of covers or stamps or 
both. A little write-up. will 'help. Make 
BL.'lAPEX-1950 a success by showing 
part .of your collection. So long. vVill 
eee you In Philadelphia. 

~~~J'Ikui~~awJS~: 
By Rev. John S. Bain 

T he first prospectus of the Canadian 
Centenary International Phllatefic Ex
hibition to be held at Toronto, Can
ada, ·September 21 to 29, 19t51, has been 
released. This long-awaited .brocbure 
·Which Is, of course, tentative and may 
be changed, has some serious omts
'lllons for an exhibition of thl& type. 
The classifl.catlon of exhibits on page 
21 should In my humble e.stlmatlon 
have In Section 1, Group 10 the addi
tiOn of the word ·~Spectmens." Fur
ther In section 1, t'here Is no provis
Ion for stampless covers and postal 
'history of Newfoundland! Section 1, 
Group 14, which embraces the four 
canadian provinces, should, In a cen
tenary exhibition of Canadian stamps. 
be extended to provide a separate 
se¢tlon for each prov·!nce. Every B. 
N. A. collector who has any helpful 
suggestions for maldng this an i>Ut· 
standing IS'how should write to the 
General Manager, "OA:P:EX,'' 70 Bloor 
.Street ·west, T·oronto 5, Canada. Re
member the n·ext edition of the pros·
pectns to be pu:bJi&hed late In 1950 !s 
the final edition. ·write your sugges-
t!ons now! 

BNAPS 
T he London International Stamp 

.Exhlb!Uon 1950, U:lndon, England, has 
publlsbe-d the list -of awards. In the 
report the International Jury stated 
that they found "the competition in 
tMs exhibition to be the strongest In 

their experience." In su.ch company 
we find BN:APSer G. E. We)lburn, 
takt.ng a Gold Award. of Honor for his 
.pages of Canada, and British Colum
bia and Vancouver Island. But that 
is not all-lBIN!A.PSer L. G. Tomlinson 
was awarded a Silver Medal .for his 
Pr!n.ce EdVInard Island; BNlAPSers E. 
A. Richardson and C. G. Kemp re
ceived a Certificate for Br-onze Med
als far their Canada and Prince Ed
ward ·Island respectiVely. To top It 
all, we find two BIN.AJ?ISers In the per
tSOn of B. K. Denton and. DT. Marlo 
·Dlena serving on the International 
Jury. ·wen done BNAPSer&! 

BNAPS 
Many thanks to BNA<P.Sers Leslie 

G. TomllnsoJl and A. Gabblta.s for 
thel·r philatelic thoughtfulness In ma!l
lng the special International Stamp 
Exh!b!tlon envelope bearing the Mal
tese cro88 cancelation. 

BNAPS 
In my pursuit of the Canada Map 

,Sitamp I came across a piece of Infor
mation that shouuld be shared with 
other BNAPSers. Believe lt or not 
that unpredictable BNAPSer Walter 
Bayley, made a find .several years ago 
of about 41>' sets of first day covers 
of the M;ap stamp, cancelled Berlin, 
Ontario, 12--25-98. W'hat a find! Leave 
It to Bayley to turn something up Uke 
that! 
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BREAKING UP THE GEORGES 
By HARRY .w. IiUiSSEY 

Well BINAPSers you may either thank or blame Jack Levine for this article. 
lie twisted my arm on e too often 110 here It Is. You will find that I am de
liberately using b~·oad terms In describing colors and am avoiding being spe
cific as to da tee of Issuance. T.htLs Is because there Is always ·a great deal of 
<'Ontroversy over such details and' my objective Is to help some collector.s set 
up the framework for a specialized collection of the Georges rather than to give 
the snipers a field day. Furthermore If I mention an Item. I have the materlaJ. 
·.o back It up In my collection and I am not working kom heresay or records 
that m&y or ma,y not be entirely ao~ urate. 11! you want detailed data on the 
issue you should re.fer to Marler's book. He not only had access to the neces-
1!ary reoor<hl but he also had the stamps themselves- to prove the record'S and 
that Is extremely Important. 

Any Issue wWch was current for a period of about 16 years Is bound to p ro
vide a fertile Cleld for specialization because of the usual changes tha.t will take 
place over any extended period, such as shades, rll!te changes, etc. However. 
<.!w-Ing the period that this Issue wa.s current there w~re such unusual develop
.nents as a war shutting ott the source of supply cYf certain bask Ingredients 
:or the manufacture of colored Inks. numerous changes In rates a.s the result 
<•( the need for adldltlonal revenues to wage war, and finally the change-over 
to a new method In the manufacture of stampS. These and other facts of less
er lmportan'Ce are 'the basic reasons why there 1'11 such tremcndious scope for 
~pecialb:a.tlon In thlls partlcul•ar Issue. 

Even a:s recently as 193-5 It was poS<Slble, In 'New York at least. to build up 
a very fine showing ot Nineteenth Century Canada 'lvithout spending a smaU 
Jortune. The .reason was that there was not too much known by the average 
<:ollector about Canll!da at that time. Since then ·however the writings ot Howe, 
.l anett, Holmel!. Boggs, etc., have either been published or else have ibecome 
1 ead to a point where there Is a great deal more known about Canadian stamps, 
and a3 a consequence the Scott Catalog has Incorporated much addHional data 
rE-garding shades, perCoratlonl! and watel"'lla.rks with the result that new var
ft tles have been recogl'lllzed a.nd assigned values In keeping with their rarity . 
. \.ccordlngly, anyoone decldilng to specialize In the various Nineteenth Century 
!>sues had better be well heeled \\-1th cash or they will !lind the going rather 
~<low and· rough. As yet, howevet·, th<e average collector Is not too enthusiastic 
about the George11 because It is a. relatively recent Issue and he just can't vis
ualize the &tamps ever becoming even moderately !ICIU'I: e. For almilar reasons 
we find that very few dealers recognize the relative scarcity ot certain va.rleties. 
This set of condl!tlons howev<er can change very suddenly and as mor e and more 
collectors andl dealers be-come conscious of the number of recogndza.ble vat·letles 
In the 183ue It will ultimately be given more detailed listing In •Scotts. Then 
it will be too late to pick up the little things that go to make up a nice show
Ing unless you do It In stiff competition. We hear a lot these days of the so
called Investment opportunities in certain stamps but the beet ,Jnvestment any
••ne can make is to learn through studying his stamps the ones that are acarce 
11nd pick them up before they are advertised rus •being rare. 

A Sta rting Point 

A lo811cal etartlng point In setting up a study of the Georges would be to 
sogrega.te the varloWI grou))8 created by the conditions whlc·h prevailed during 
the life of the stamps. When the stamps were first Issued, In 1911-19-12, the 
method or manufacture called Cor the printing to be done on damp paper with 
1he grwln running vertically. After drying the sheeta were gummed a.nd of 
eouree In the process of drying the design had a tendency to shr!nf< horlzon 
t.a.Jiy. This resulted In a ll!tamp that was na.rrower than at the time It wu 
-.>rlglnally printed. It has been my exper ience that sta.mps prepared by the wet 
~rOI'es':l are usually deeper ,Jn col•or. 

Subsequently, along about 1922, a new method of manufacture wa.s Intro
duced and thle ~aUed tor the pr inUn&' of stampa on dey pre-iUIIliDed paper . 
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The -changeover was gradual and Crom 1922 to 192·6 some values were printed by 
•·ne process and some by the other. Obviously stamps p.rinted lly the new meth
od could not shl'lnk after printing and .therefore maintained their onlglnal size. 
'J.'hese r-elatively wider stam~ps Invariably show the l·ines of engraving more 
!!ha.rply due prlnolt>ally to the fact that the Ink was applied to dry paper. 
While a re-worKing of a plate, or chromlng to pr<~tect the surface, have ·be-en 
~tdvanc€.d as reasons for a sharper design It has been my experience that In 
instances where a .stamp was printed in the same color by both processes the 
W(•t, or narrow, variety is alwa-ys less clear and sharp than the dry, or wide, 
\ llt'lety. 

Since we ar<' dealing with paper shrinkage It must bo r·eal1zed that all 
stamps printed by one proce.~s will not be identical 4n size since the extent of 
l'hrlnJ<Rge will depend on several fa.~tors. H owever, a:s a general guide it will 
bt> Coundl that wet printings will measure about 17 ~ millimeters In width where
all the design on stamps pret>arcd by the dry proCe&!J will measure a !uU 18 mll
ltmeh:rs. This dlfrerence may not se-em too Impre-ssive but It I& almo.&t as gret~t 
rts the difference between the tlat and rotary prln•tlngs of United States stamp!! 
current at about the same time and they have been gJven recognition In the 
catalogs. 

Wet or Dry? 

A fairly satisfactory means of telling whether a stamp Is a wet or dry var
iety Is w measur~ It with an 8c blut> or a lOc hl&tre brown both of which were 
Pt'lnted> only by the dry process and are therefore alwaY'S wide. This can 1be 
!l•one by any one of H-everal means. I have found that by trimming off the top 
JJcrrorntions and margin of an 8c blue and supet·lmposing the clipp<Cd stamp on 
·he one to be classified It Is relnUvely easy t o tell whether It Is a wet or dry 
twlntlng. 1\Yhen multiples are used, horizontal of course. It Is much easier be
!'ause the dltfet·t>nce In size Is multiplied by the number of stamps In the strip. 
H<1wever :are must be excet·clsed as I have found that the spacings between 
; he stamps on the LSheets are not alwaY'S unlfol"tn, particularly In the cruse of 
Lhe 5·0c and $1 values. If mint stamps are being wor.ked· with It will be found 
that the gummed side of the dry printings will show an em;bossed effect due to 
•laving been printed after gumming. This Is not a sure test for Sl value how
•·ver because the lines or the de8lgn were II() deeply cut that even In the wet 
printings an embossed effoct Is apparent. 

The following check list shows whether any given st?mp comes in either 
.n· both prlntlngiS. 

Narrow W'lde Narrow 
Comes In Wet Dry .comes In W·et 

Printing Printing Printing 
1-c Green yes no 7c Olive Blstre yea 
lc Yellow yes yes 7c Red Brown ~·e.e 

~c Carmine yes no 8c Blue no 
2-c Green yes Y·e$ lOc Plum yee 
3c Brown y-es y·e& lOc .Blue yes 
.ac Carmine no yes lOc Blstre Brown no 
4c Blstre yes yea 20c Olive Green yes 
'5c 'Blue yes no ·50c Black yes 
•5c Violet yes yes $1. Ot-ange yes 

The .colors assigned to the fot·egotng are purely for the purpose 
mg the <Stamps In a general way. P.ractlcally all values exist In 
tinct sha.des and sometimes the diff-erence In shade will sru·ve to 
type o! printing. 

Wdde 
DrY, 

Printing 
no 
yes 
y es 
no 
yes 
y.es 
yes 
yes 
yes 

ot Identity
several dis
Identify tbe 

For my own convenience l. have broken the issue down Into four groups 
:n sequence of lsauan~ e. This may h-elp you In making your own segregation. 

GROUP #1-0riginal iaaue and aubaequent new values (Wet printing-narrow) 

Value 
l.o Green 
z.o Carmine 

Approxlma.te 3c Brown August 1918 
dla.te or l&Suance 4-c Bistro July 19,22 

December 1911 5c Blue December 1911 
December 19U l c Olivo Blstre December 1911 



* 

'k/ltat BNAPEX 
had, to + '1(044 ... 

THE EXHIBITION 

* 

An open compet ition anow \\llith all exhibits competing 
agaln!!'t each ot her-eigh ty frames In t he !>eautlfully ap
pointed Franklin Room. 

THE AWARDS 
T ne Grand Award Tropny donated by the ·Niagara Ft-on
tler Group. 
Firat, Second and Tnird Awards of gold, sliver and br onze 
m edals. 
Tne Novice Award, donated by the New York Group, to 
be awar{led to a colleclllon that has never won an award 
In an lnternaUonaJ or national show. 

THE HOTEL 
Lo~ated In •the h eart ·of PhJJadelphia, the Be njamin Frank· 
lin Is rated a mong the best i n the U. S. U Is In the hea.rt 
or a select sh opping di!strlct and all conveniences are at 
hand to make your stay a pleasant one. 

THE BANQUET 
The annual banquet will be held in the Betsy Ross Room 
on Saturday evening. At this time the awards w.fll be 
presented. The feature or the evening wlH be the talk 
by BNAPSer V. G. Greene, Pres1dent of CAP'EX-51, who 
will have a fu nd or lnte·restlng lnfor matllon to pass on to 
all who attend. 

BOURSE AND AUCTION 
Eight dealel'IS will have bourse tables to ! Ill your philatelic 
needs. Robson Lowe Inc. will conduct one o! thel.r well 
known auctions a t t he convention. 

THE DATES .. . SEPT. 29th, 30th, OCT. 1, 1950 
Hosts ... The Philadelphia Group 



Approximate 
Value date of lasuance 

2{)>c Olive Green 
50c :Black 

10c Plum January J91•2· $1. Qrange 
GROUP #0-(;olor cha ngea (W et printinga-narrow) 

J anuary 1912 
J anuary 119a 
Ju·lY 19<2~ 

Value 
lc Yellow 
2c Green 
&c Violet 

Approxlma:te 
date ot ls.suance 
J une 19-22 

7c Red Brown 
10c Blue 

June 1922 
February· 1922 
December 19'24 
February 1922 

GROUP # 3-Currant when changeover to the dry proceaa t ook place (Dry- w ide 
Approximate Approximate 

Value date o·! Issuance Value date of issuance 
1c Yellow November 192-4 • 7c Red Brown uncertain • 
2c Green November 1924 • 1()c Blue August 1924 • 
So ·Brown December 1922' • ZOe Olive Green J uly 1924 • 
4c Blstre May 1921) • 50c Black MaN:h 1·925· • 
5c Violet .A!prll 1·92·5 • 1$l. Orange. uncertain • 

• The date for the 3c is -official- In other cases I .have shown the date wh!c•h 
Marler reports that the plate s which were .subsequently used f-or the dry prlnt
;ngs were approved. iNatut'S.Hy the.re was a d elay, ranging !rom pe.rhaps weeks 
to months, before an approved plate \Vas actually placed in use. However that 
gives us some Idea of how early It Is possible for Dry printing. varieties to have 
been used. All plates pr•epa red for the 7c Brown and the $1 Orange were used 
for both W et and Dry printings, n o gu ide Is there fore available as regards the 
proiba;ble time of ch~ngeover. Dated used copies will g·ive the on ly cl-ue. 

GROUP # 4-Color cha ngea and additional valuea ( Dry-wide) 
Approx1mate 

Value date of issuance 
3c Carmine December 1923 · 
8c Blue S'eptemil>e.t'l 1925 

l().c Blstre Brown A>Ugust 1925 
·From Nte foregoing 1t will be po.sslble to set up the basis !or a h ig.hly spe

cial!zed collection of Georges. It will also be possible to arrive at .some reason
able conclusions a.s r egard.s the relative scarcity of the Wet and Dry p rint-Ings 
of the same stamp. For exaro~ple the 3<;: Brown wa s first Issued in 1918 and 
the fir.s.t dry prin ting could no t have bee n made until the last few days of De
<.ember 19>22 and probably not until 19·23. iln December 19•213 the color was 
ch.a.nged to Red. W e t printings of this stamp must be far more com·m~m than 
the Dry. Pllintings although this does not make the lattet· rare. 

All K inda of Variety 

As you prooeed with your · collecting of the Georges you will find that the 
!SBue -offers all kinds of varieties. The retouches on certain values are extreme-. 
IY' interes.tlng and far from -common. Re-·entries range from the f lyspeck var
lety to one which will stand comparison with the majors of the early pence Is
sue'!. You can always buy a maJor re-entry of the 3d Beaver !! you ·have a 
fifty doHar b<lll handy-just try t-o tind the major re-entry o! the one cent 
George In any deale rs stock. Dated town cancellation& are far f.rom common. 
and covel'S showing f;he correct usage Of the values above t'hree cents are dis 
tinctly elusive. 

If your Interest extends Into the plate numlber field there Is no Issue In Can~ 
a.dla. thM appr·oaches the Georges In poss·ibllltles. You not ·Only have many 
!liMes but the added feature of different types of Imprints and numbers aome 
Of whl<'h seem to be extremely dl:l.lflcult to locate. Then too you have the 
ana.chlnlng, or lathe work, that appeared on the bottom of sheets for a per iod ot 
several years, and in several types. W'ho said that Twentieth Ce ntury Canada. 
holds no lnter es·t for the .specia list? . Remember you don' t "find" Nineteenth 
Century stuff a ny more:.....you pay for It, and how! 'Today you can still "find'' 
a lot In the Georges but tomorrow it will be ·too la.te, · 



BNA TOPJCI!J tit' 

fortunate flaws 
By R()IN TUCKWELL 

( No. 3) 

(Editor'e Note - We c ontinue our 
.series o! articles bY Mr. Tuckwell, 
which flret appeared In The C!anadlan 
Magazine In 1987. As the original WI'

Ueles were written for readers of 11 

gener al magazine, they have been ed
Jted allghtly for presentation 1n TOP
lOS. All drawings are by the author.) 

T he " Cockeyed" King 

Coli stamps produced some Queer 
and s caree Items. Ther e was the 1931 
coll Issue which collectors (with n o 
thought of rudene.sa) t-ermed "Cock
ey-ed Kings." A two-cent stamp, Is
sued In three d'ltterent colora--red, 
brown and• green-on It there cropped 
up every so often a printing from £~ 

retouched die, which so dletorted the 
right eye of the K!ng as to make very 
apt the term applied to it. 

Hietorical IMue 

ln the Historical Issue of 1927 a ten 
cent olive green was scheduled to ap
pear picturing Sir Etienne Cartier. It 
did n ot appear with the . othere~but 
cwme along two years later, and lt 
provided an error variety In which the 
Jetter "A" In the name beneath the 
portrait Is enlarged; also anothe1· In 
which ther e I& an added bar beneath 
the centre bar of the le tter "E" In 
the name "Cartier." There are several 
oth er good ~rlelles in thla stamp-
in particular the "Dirty Shirt" one. 
which shows a number of lines acr o1111 
Oartl'er's s hirt front. 

Ottawa Conference 

On the three cents value of the Ot
tawa Conference Issue of 1932, no lees 
than three t!rror varlet!e.s cropped up. 
•One. .show.ln·g the "E" of "Postage" 
smashed, Is worth money today; an
other showing a bar breaking the tips 
of the letters "OSTES'• In "PooSJtes" 
will also ·bring a premium; th·e thll'd, 
ehowlng a thin red line running down 
the white s pace between the figure 
"3" and "C" ot Conference, wlth color 
dota In the opposite "3," Is wortil for
ty Umea what it .coet at the Umet ln 

t he rive cents blue of that Issue sev
eral errors occurred; among them Is 
one with a line through the ''C" of 
Cent; another with a dot In "0'• ot 
''Conference"; still another has dots In 
top and bottom loops of second ''C" 
!n "Confer ence." 

1932 Regular Issue 
ln 19·82 appeared another regular 

Issue with still another portrait ot 
the King; this was the "medallion" 
portrait Issue, and It produ•ced two re
markable varieties which Quickly be
came !amous. One known by the term 
"Blue Nose King" (again with no hin t 
of rudeness) had the blue shading 
Jines around the King's head extended 
across the bndge of his nose, and al
so Into several white spaces In bor
ders. The o ther ha.d a re-entry that 
cut across the s econd "A" In Canada, 
!ll.nd placed thin blue Jines In various 
places In white of oval and borders.. 
Either of these nickel number·s· can 
l>e soM today fo·r at least a couple ot 
<loHars, unused! 

World'a Grain Exhibition 
N ow le t's am·!:lle along to the 

"\V:orld's Grain Exhibition, Reg ina," 
overprinted In 193l3. Twenty cents It 
cost . . . but in making that over
print the letter ''X" was broken at 
the top crosspiece (next to Jetter "H") 
In one die; It occurred only once In a 
sheet of fifty. In this big r ed stamp 
another variety occurred·; this a lso 
was In the overprinting--In which the 
letters "G'RA" In Grain aTe out ot 
plumb. It has ad~IUonaJ value on that 
.account. 

L iat Received-\Ve have r eceived the 
list of prices realised at the Postal 
History Auction& held by Rob110n Lowe 
Ltd., London, May 17. Anyone l nter• 
ested contact the Editor. _ __ . ~ 



lSO 

BNAPSers m the NEWS 
Collection Rated Beat-H. A. Mac

Ma.st-er, New Westmlnstet·, won . top 
exhibition award of the Northwest 
Federation of Stamp Club& In Port
land at the week-end ,(MaY 29). 

l'fr. MacMaster exhibited a bisected 
Newfoundland stamp of 1856 along 
wllh other Newfound.land varieties. 
The rarity was a half of a !!hilling 
stamp whlc:h the Issuing government 
aUowed to be cut In halt during a 
shortage of six-penny stamps. Mr. 
:\iac:.\faste·r received the Eugene Church 
tt·ophy.-Vancouver Sun. 

In Ga llery f or Weeklies-Members of 
the Manlto.ba Division ot the Canadian 
\Veekly Newspapers Association now 
have their own parliamentary corres
pondent. 

He Is R. w. Tuckwell, veteran edi
tor of the Pilot Mound (Manitoba) 

·sentin el, who sold out his Interests 
recently. He took his seat In the press 
gallery of t he Manitoba Legislature 
at the opening of the 1950 session a nd 
will contribute a rogular col umn to 
all OWNA divisional members entitled 
"The Pa.st W'eck In the Legislature." 
He Is eminently suited for hls new · 
duty, having twice won the premier 
editorial aw111rd of the Manltol>a di
vision, CWNA.-Canadla.n Printer and 
•Publ!S'her. 

Pictured With W lndaor...--.Tn a r e
cent Issue of the Montreal Standard, 
BNAPSer Louis S. Crosby Is pictured 
In conversation with the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor on the terrace of 
the Banff tS'Prlngs Hotel. The picture 
apJ>eared as part of an article on the 
recent visit of the Duke and Duchess 
to Canada and the United .S'tatffi. 

Death Takes Two 
Members Recently 

Mr. George H. Hens:haw of Montreal, 
a member ot BNAPS, died on June 12. 
Well known In philatelic circles, M;r. 
Renshaw was ever ready to assist 
others, and his genial cordlalfiy a nd 
k!ndnes.s will be remembered and 
missed by many. 

Word has also been r eceived of the 
death recently of P. P. J. Bucke, 
Brandon, Man., also a member ot 
B."'"oAPS. Xo details are available at 
time ot going to press. :. _ . 

34 of 918 Frames 
Devoted to B. N. A. 

Out of a total of 918 frames on dis
play at the London Inte-rnational Ex
hibition, there were only 34 devoted to 
B. N. A., which !ncl\1ded Oanada a nd 
the P r ovinces, or 8. 7 %--considered by 
:many to he a very poor showing. 

Of the 84 f rames, six were not tor 
competition, 10 were Invited exhibits, 
and presumably the btalance ot 18 
frames were for competition. 

There were two eJChlbltora from the 
U. S. A.-:-Mr.s. John Denny Dale with 
six frames (Invited Exhibit), a,nd one 
from our friend Ed. RJchardeon. There 
were three exhibitors from Canada
Gerald Wellburn with seven frames, 
D . W. Partridge. with one frame, and 
c. Q. Kemp with one frame. 

However, the ho.nora certainly came 
to this side of the pond. Gerald Well
burn got a geld medal, and Ed. Rich
ardson and ·C. G. Kemp got bronze 
medal6. 

Leslie Tomlinson, an English mem
ber of B'NAPS. also got a sliver medal 
for P. E. I., which made two awar ds 
for this province! 

It Is sincer ely hoped that there will 
be a better showing of B. N. A. at 
•CAPEX In 196>1.-C. G. KemJl. 

SALES TOPICS 
For the second quarter of 1950 sales 

totaled· $174 . 97, but thl·s was enough 
to retire 2.7 books with salea of $281.87 
to the owners. 

Only 26 active names •are on my 
buying list at present. Many have been 
removed for Infraction of the rule~. 
tSome by their own request, and some 
because of resignation from BN'APS. 

A few circuits h ave been delayed In 
the past, but let's KEEP THE C[R
cun:TS MOVING! If you are looking 
for stamps at really attractive prices
write me for a trial circuit. 

HAROLD R. MEYERS 
101 W est 60th ·St. 
N ew York 28, N.Y. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
TREASURER 

WILLIAM C. PETERMAN, Treaa. 
P . 0 . Box S48 

Caldwell, New Jersey 
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KING HERE ... 
11
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LOOKING TH ' 
r-wtth.1@ssell 

Congratulation• t o Mr . G. E. Wet
burn for winning a Gold A ward at , t he 
Lon don International E>xhlbltlon with 
his showing of Canada, British Colum
bia, and Vancouver Island; and to Mr. 
Ed. Richardson for wllmlng a Bronze 
Medal at London with his showing of 
Canada. 

The Sma ll Queena ·Study Group, un
der the direction of Dr. A·rmand Gel
tnaa, 55 Fox Street, Fitch burg, Ma8.9., 
Is we ll u•nderway. 'l'he Three Cent 
:Pimall Q ueen was ch osen to be the 
subject of the fir st project . A t enta 
tive sch edule ha..s been drawn up by 
Dr. Gelinas and has been d lstrl!lUted 
to the members on record. ALso a 
e ta.rtlng llet of thirty refer ence ar
ticles has b~en complied and' dletrlb 
uted . It you are In terested In jolnlng 
t h is study group, please write to Dr. 
Gelin as. 

Newa comes from the P>rlnce E d
ward l&la.nd Study Group under t he . 
d irection o f Mr. Mervyn Qua rles , 8200 
South E ll is Avenue, Ohicago 19, Jll. , 
that the first list has been releas ed . 
T his list goes Into perforations, bi
sects, dies, Imperforate.!!, and other 
,·arletles. A tentative price has beon 
placed on most of the stamp&> listed 
atter a careful survey of recent auc
tion p r ices a nd prices asked on the 
open market. Mr . Quarle.s Is very In
terested In hearing from anyone who 
'hills covers bearing the stamps of 
Prince Edward Is land. 

The Bulgarian P osta l Adm inistra
tio n ha..s announced tha t th e prohibi
tion of the exp ortation a nd Importa
tion of postage s tamps to and from 
that cou ntry affects private dealers 
only In Bulgaria. T he Bulgarian State 
Commel"Cial enterprise known as ROZ
.NOISN'QS has a monopoly of t he Im
por tation and exportatio n of stam~. 

New P oat Offices: 
Dauverlere, N. B., May 
Doncaster, Ont., May 11 
llfoos~ H eights, B. C., May 
Shearstown, Nfld .. May 1 
J uskatla. B. C., March 13 
Rydervnle, On t., March 16 

Now ia the hour to get together 
your exhibit for BNtAPEX. Thls exhibit 
.antl doings promises to beat last year's 
"BN:A:PEX by a mile. Sayl•ng this hurts 
In a way because I was on last year's 
committee. Ro'bson Lowe will conduct 
a B. N. A . auction on Friday night. 
.Now Is t h e hour also to send In yQur 
crder for seals and cachets. Tho!*! who 
missed out on last year's seals can 
still huy them. Better act quickly be
cause there are only a few sets left. 

Name Tentative Officers 
For Plate Block Group 

Tentative officers for the new Plate 
Block Group of BiNAPS members 
'have been nam ed as follows: 

Chairman, Major H. J<. Whlie. 8564 
s. W. Marine Drive, Vancouver, B. C.; 
VL~e-Chalrman, E. B. Forney, 19321 
Princeton Ave., Rt. Paul 6, Minn.; 
8ecretary, Arch. llllllar, P. 0. Box 920, 
New Westminster, B. C.; Committee 
Members: F. B. Higginson, Finch. 
Ont.; R. J. Duncan, P. 0. Box 118, 
Armstrong, B . C.; F. C. Bricker, Lis
towel, Ont.; H. G. Bertram, Dundas, 
Ont.; George C. Marler, 360 St. James 
St. vV., Montreal ; Dr. C. M. J eph cot t, 
323 Rosemary Road, To-ronto. 

A. K . Grimmer or T emlscamtng, 
Que.. a n d H . L. ·warren ot Magog, 
Que., have been chosen as hon orary 
officers of the grouJ>. 

All those interested In becoming 
members of the Plate Block Group 
should Indicate their desire by drop
ping a line to the Secretary as soon 
as pOM!ble. 



lt! 

T hia month is perhaps as good as 
any to publish a pet peeve that m t'l y 
'have Ir-ritated .other Maritime Prov
ince collectors. It Is the pracHce of 
auction 1 cataloguers to follow rellg
Jously the alphabetical order of the 
·Scott catalog in listing countrle&-the 
U. S., of course, being an exception 
for firms In the United States. The 
result Is that New Brunswick, New
-foundland, Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward Isla:nd are ·isolated toward the 
end of any given <Sale. By the same 
token, Britlsh Columbia Is separated 
iboth from Ganada and from the others. 

Now if It were only a matter of 
l'eadlng the catalogs and preparing 
bids, there would be no great com
plaint, ·although it would be so much 
more convenient to find tnem all con
tiguous to one another. But what hap
pens when the collector attends a 
6ale? If It I& a one-day affair, say In 
the afternoon, he waits for the Brit
Ish Columbia at S o'clock. At a: 3Q the 
canadians begin to appear. Then a
bout 5 or ·5: 30, after sitting through 
!F.rance, Hong Kong, M•anchukua, ad 
Jlauseam, the ~I:aritimes (including 
iNewfoundland) finally are reached, In
terspersed w-ith Nicaragua, Norway, 

\ 

Pakistan a·nd Peru. A whole afternoon, 
or w-orse stl11, both an afternoon and 
-evening are used up alttlng, sitting, 
sitting! If a two-day sale is scheduled, 
In nine cases out of ten, the Ganadian 
and· Maritime sections w111 be cata
logued on separate day.s. Thla puts the 
collector on the horns of a dilemma, 
with the result that he decides, per
haps to attend neither. 

Could there be any possible objec
tion on the part of the auction houses 
In ~<>Trectlng tht.s situation? I know of 
no mechanical dlf!iculty, for the pre
paration of the catalog usually Is bas
ed on a card Index or loose leaf a·r· 
rll!ngement. Certainly the .Scott cata· 
log Is not gospel or a ru:le of pro
·ceedure, even If the numbering and 
pricing are commonly observed. Need
less t.o say, the above remark~:! d:o not 
.apply to sal~ made up 'almost who1ly 
of British North America material. 

Would not the f.ollow!ng resolution 
ibe l·n ord:er at our convention busfne811 
.se~slon In September? ·RESO!LVED: 
'J'hat the ·convenience of our members 
VI".()Uld be furthered If, In the publica
tion of auction catalogs, auction hous· 
·es were to ll&t the stamps of British 
Columbia, Canada, New Brunswt=k. 
Newfoundland, Nova ,Scotia and Prince 
EdJWard Island In a ·.section entitled 
·"British North America," preferably 
located alphabetically where Canad•a 
is presently listed. Be It further re
solved that a copy of this resolution 
be printed in TOPIOS and that mem
bers as clients o! auction houses bring 
the. resolution to the latters' attention. 

Ll BRARY REPORT 
The Librarian reports the follow.!ng donations, and extends thanks to t'ne 

donors: · 
R41ceived 

lAir Letter Sheet Catalogue 
P. E. I. Cancellations (Tomlinson) 
P .hUatellc Magazines 
Billig's Latest Hand·book 
Ten Penny Beaver (•Sprung) 
$2.QO· cash 
PhllateUc Handbook of .Jamaica 

(Agultar) 

Donof"a 
Major Ian C. Morgan 
Author 
R. P. Hedley 
Meyerson Broe. 
Author 
F. W. Campbell 

Author 
- R. J. DU.NCA!N, Librarian 

PRE.CANCELS ARRIVING-H. G. Walbu.rn, Kelowna, B. C., reports the 
arrival of the first precancels on the new postage stamps, The three reporte<i. 
to date are: lc coli on the unrevrsed issue; "4&3o0" (Toronto) and "8360" (Ed
monton) on ·the lc ot the revised i~ue. Edmonton wali! t'he !!rat numeral to 
be reported. ... 

"'"' 



Anot her · "Combinat ion" Cover 

Dear ·Sir: It may seem a. bit pre
sumptions on <mY part to be writing 
to BNA TO.Pf!C:S before I have been 
p~:operly Introduced, but I und-erstand 
that the July Issue will formally car
ry my ac: epta'tlce for member.ahip. As 
I have read the April and May Issu-es 
of TOPICS and looked through the 
Yearbook. I begin .to feel as though 
I were already a member. vV.hy not? 
We're all in the same boat-collecting 
Coanada and B. N. A., and what better 
fleld could there be? . . . 

Jack Levine sa.Y6 that all hands will 
have to pitch In and furnish material 
for the Editor If h e Is expected· to 
keep the publication going. So, whlle 
·st.ill feeling a warm glow ft•om ·being 
posted for mombersh!p, I thought that 
the members would J!ke to hear about 
a cover which I managed to· .pick up. 
How, or why, or where does not enter 
Into the telllng-not yet, anyway. 

May Issue of TOPfJJCS, in covering 
L. D. S'hoemaket·, makes the state
ment that "he owns one of !!he most 
beautiful 'combination' covers of Ca.n
a.da-2c large Queen, with ·3C small 
Queen, perf. 12-'hx12J,S, a rare item. 
Shown on page 27'5 of Boggs• 'Canada'." 

•I also own a copy, posted from the 
same office (Truro, N. ,S.) addressed 
to the 111ame man (Jes&e Hoyt). MY 
oeopy is postmarked Se. 22, 1871, while 
•Shoemaker's is Ma. 8, 1870. Mine Is 
also a registered cover. 

So I pat myself on the back at own
Ing such a beautiful com:blnation cov
er, 111ustrated in Boggs, and am 
pleased to know that Mr. .Shoemaker 
is the owner of ·a rare item. Me, what 
:have I got? Merely a scarce cover. 
How come? Well, you see It Wlas this 
way - some<how or other someone 
working the perforation machine or 
machines. evidently bad a day off, and 
on that day ott, whoever took hilS 
place made a slight adJustment to the 
.gauge and chang·ed It from 12 to 12 
plus. A'tld I got the 12 gauge on my 
cover while Mr. Shoemaker got the 
'1·2 - PlWI. 

Just one Il'ttle hal-f perfomtlon pre
vented me from getting my name, or 
rather my cover, listed with the great 

or near-great. Oh well, such Is stamp 
collecting, and really I do love that 
.cover of mine, notwlthetandlng. 

L. P. Vienno· Micha ud. 

The New Groupe 

Dear •S1r: I wish to offer you mY 
best wishes for success as Editor of 
BNA ToPICS, and to ad-d a word or 
th-anks to Mr. Jack Levine for the 
splendid work he did In bringing TOP
•ICS to Its present status. 

As one speclaUy i.ntere.sted In t.he .a·c 
Small Queen l.s.sue of 187(), I am heart
ily in sympathy with Dr. GeHnas' pro
'POsal to form a stud'Y group on this 
Issue, a.nd hope that this will mater
ialize, and I am sure that the reprint
ed article by Mr. ,Shoemaker in the 
May Issue of TOPICS will convince 
all that he should be Included to talte 
a prominent and active part In such 
a group. 

I am aware that he Is presently very 
much Interested in the study of the 
a.c Small Queen perf. 1~'hx12¥.t, and Is 
making an Inventory of known copies 
both on and off cover, that is now 
well ad<vanced. Fairly recently he c on
tributed an article on this variety to 
"Stamps." A reprint of thle, without 
dotl!bt, will reach many who are now 
unaware of It, and thus tie In nicely 
with his reprinted article In May TOP
res. 

I am also Interested In suggestion6 
from Mr. F. C. Bricker and T. B. Hig
ginson to form a .study group on the 
Plate Blocks of Canada. T·hls phase o·f 
eollectlng has spread very rapidly 
during the past ten years, and, with
out doubt, will become Increasingly 
popular. 

I am well aware of the wor k in
volved in such a project, for during 
1943 to 194,5 I accumulated data on the 
Royal Visit Issue Blocks. T'he result 
of this study wu publlshed in ."Popu
lar .Stamps" l·n September 194·5. "Rela
tive scarcity" can only be approximate
ly determined by securing the opinions 
of collectors based on their experience, 
oand deducing theref.rom a mulllpller 
that fairly represents this experience . 

In the Royal VIsit stuay it was 
found that certain plate numbers and 
positions were much more common In 
some areas than In others, and also 
th·at though the Philatelic .A!gency re
ported the issuance of a de~inlte num-· 

(C·ontinued on next page) 
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F. WALTER POLLOC K 

One of the reasons why BIN!APS'er 
F. Walter Pollck Is so k-eenly Inter
ested in Canadian stamp.s Is that he 
Jlas many strong roots in the soil of 
Canada. His maternal grandfather was 
Guillaume Couture, the ocomposer, and 
his mother, wife and eon were all 
'born In Montreal. 

·Mr. Pollock was born In New York 
City on February 10, 1901; married 
s ince 1928, and is an accountant with 
the New York Central •System. H e 
has a son 20 years old who is a student 
In chemical engineering at Columbia 
Unlvel'Bity. 

Like most youngsters, Walter was 
mildly Interested ln stamPS while at 
school but in 1930 he wrus given a 
large box of old Canadian .stampe and 
·his Interest and study O'f the staml)S 
of Canada Jllay be said to start from 
that time. In 1936 Mr. Pollock asked 
Harry Lindquist why "Sta mps" didn't 
cover Canada r egularly and Mr. Lind 
quist retaliated bY asking him to do 
the job himself! For nine years he 
edited "Oanada Coor,ner" in "Stamps" 
and then dropped out but couldn' t 
stay out; he went back to writing a 
·column for ''vVestern Stamp Collector" 
In 194-6 and Is stll:l at lt. 

Although Walter hillS a collection of 
the stamps of Canada, it is the Infor
mation about them, rather than t h e 
a cquisition which Interests him most. 
He is now one of our foremost · au-· 
thorit!es on C'a nadlan stamps· and his 
ocolumn In W. S. C. is eagerly read by 
nearly all students of this popular 
country. 

Mr. Pollock's other hobby Is read
ing and collecting first ed'!Uons but 

· t he latter ·becoming too expensive he 
hillS given it up! He Is a member of 
t he T eaneck Stamp Club, the 0. P. S'. 
of Great Britain, Canadian Revenue 
•Society and the Philatelic Library .AJs·
•soclatlon. 

·::l.fr. Pollock was one of the founders 
of the British ·North America Phlla
t f.lic Society. W·hen J ack Levin e had 
the idea In 1943 of startin g up a group 
of B. N. A. collectors he wrote 1\>fr. 
Pollock w.ho gave the idea some pub
Ji;ci ty In his column. Finally, J ack got 
the use of the Collectors Clu:b for the 
first m eeting on October 28, 1943, and 
asked ·walter to assist In arranging 
the procedur·e. From tb!s humble be
ginning our ·Society has ,grown · until 
today It is the leading ,s ·oclety In t he 
world devoted to the study of the 
stamps of British North Amerloa.. 

LETTERS- From page 16.3 

ber of plate numbers. One ot t hese, 
viz: 3c Pl. No. 5-1 has never been 
found, and: sever a l other numbers have 
rated the title of "lmposslbles," due 
to their scarcity. 

'1 therefore hope that TOP.ICS will 
support the suggestion.s of Messrs. 
Bricker and Hig-ginson. 

A •. K. Grimmer 

Early TOPICS Wanted 

It any members of BIN'APS haw 
a ny spar e numbers of the early issues 
of BNA TOPICS, please send them to 
the Librarian, as the number s in the 
l1lbrary are the worse for wear. 

MacMaster J oins Sta nley 

H. A. MacMaster, N ewfoundland 
:speciali&t and BNAP!Ser extraordinary 
In the enthusiasm department, has 
joined the staff of the Sttanley Stamp 
Com.pany, Vancouver. 

~ ............................................. _ .......................... . 
700 

Copies of BNA TOPICS are dis
tributed each month to B. N. A. 
collectors. T ake advantage of 
this opportunity to reaoh the 
collectora who ara especially 
Interested in what you have to 
sell ol' want to buy, 

I I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I .. 
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ly Frere• Meyerson 

T wo fe llow SNA PSera have rlsen 
to defend the future of Newfoundland 
etamps first belittled by George van 
den Berg in the March 18 la&ue or 
"Rtamps." In hls a1·Ucle he held out 
very little h ope for the future of New
foundland stamps, terming the coun
try "dead" philatelically. In the April 
l 5 Issue or "Stamps" both Gordon 
Harmer, B~APR #282, and J'lm Sis
sons, BNAPS #17, have risen to the 
defense ·and a very vigorous defense 
It Is. In their capacities as head ot 
the large·st auction house In America, 
and the leading B. N. A. ctealer In the 
·United States and Canada respective
ly, they are well qualified to speak. 
Both are strong In their denials that 
Interest In Newfoundland has waned 
and Gordon Ha.rmer goes on to say 
that the future of the stamps of New
tound'land· Is very bright. J'lm contends 
that while the prices of some ot the 
Newfoundland etamps have declined 
elnce the high ot 1946, the drop Is not 
.comparable to that experienced by 
choice U. S. and other philatelically 
live countries. 

A point that everyOne seem's td 
have missed when dlscuaslng the de
cline In prices Is that the decline 
seems to have taken place tor the 
most part when the pound was de
valued last Septemlber. The only ones 
really reaping the b~neflt or t'he re
duced prices In N ewfoundland stamps 
are the collectors !rom the dollar 
countries. Auction prices In Great 
Britain are ever y bit as high now In 
Pounds as they have been In t he past 
few years. It Americans were to tlg
\lre their purchases on a $4 Pound and 
not a $2.80 Pound, they would soon 
:realize that prices have remained 
firm. What we have experienced Is a 
levelling ott of the world's market 
and not a decline In prices. 

.As far ae we are concerned, we 
think the future 'is as bright ae lt ever 
was. particularly tor the 19th centut·y 
Items sllnce a good many collectors 
Q! Canadian stamps have 4eoc1ded to. 

collect Newfoundland' stamps· since the 
Confederation. 

We are in receipt of a letter from 
Stan Calder, BNAPS #326, and he 
mentions an Item that we haven't 
seen as yet and we wonder If any or 
our members have round a similar 
Item. He has just acqu1red a very 
nice block of Scott #42 with a clearly 
broken block on the ca.p of the first 
stamp. Anyone with a similar Item 
please communicate w1th Mr. Calder. 

W e have j ust come across .some
thing that was entirely new to us. Our 
!lnd'Ings are purely a result of deduc
tion but we are presenting them here 
anyway In the hopes that they can be 
substantiated or -confirmed .by one or 
our· readers. Many years ago we were 
:surpl'lsed to learn that the flr.st c-or
onation set, Scott #'s 104 to 114 in
clusive, came In two different perfor
a~ons. The lc, 2c, 3c, 4c, ii.c and lOc 
values when originally Issued were 
comb r>erfed 13%, the 6c, 8c, 9c, 12c 
and 15c values were line perfed 14. 
'That gave us the Idea that the U!sue 
was printed in two groups. This Idea. 
was dispelled when we later round 
example& or the lc, 2c and 5<: values 
In the line p erf 14. However, one of 
the lots 1n Sissons' last sale put ue 
back on the track. Lot #>323 listed 
this &et with the 1918 emergency 
printing of the l c, 2e and Sc values .• 
An examination of this lot showed 
that the emergency printings were In 
the line per! 14. This brought us back 
to our original idl'a that some or the 
values were printed at one time and 
the balance later. We now think that 
we have confirmed this ldea as we 
have but recently pur.chased the entire 
set In plate proof blocks ot four In 
black. An examination or these proofs 
reveals the coincidence that the lc, 2c, 
3c, 4c, 5c and lOc values were printed 
on thick white paper whereas the oth
er 5 va1uee were printed on thick 

(Continued on next page) 
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REVIEWS 
Sissons' B. N. A. Ca talogue, 1950. 

The latest edition of this catalogue of 
the stamps of B . N. A. at prices avail
able from J. N. Slssons, has been re
ceived. Prices listed reflect the active 
market In these Issues. Mr. S1lssons 
.states: "The early Issues are firm to 
st1·onger, late nineteenth and ear ly 
twentieth century In steady demand, 
recent speculative material off a bit. 
The pound devaluation has had prac
tically no eff·ect on British No.rth A
merica stamps as the holdings In the 
ISterllng area are not suffLclen.tly large 
to enable any appr.eclabie exports." 
Copies of thils catalogue may be ob
tained at 2& cents, as advertised on 
the back cover of th'is magaz·lne. 

Tips for the Gener a l Collector of 
Britiah Empire r .. uea, ·by Aubrey Kel
son, Deseronto, Ontario. T.h!s Inter
esting little pamphlet by BNAPSer 
Kelson contains a number of v aluable 
tips for collector& of British Emp•lre 
generally and Canada and Newfound
land In partlocular. 

The American Air Mail Cata logue 
of Air Letter Sheeta, edited by L . B. 
Gatchell and Ian C. Morgan. Air let
ter sheets were used extensively by 
Mll·itary personnel during World War 
N, especially among Br!t!&h and Em
pire forces . Later they were also In
troduced for use of ci'Vlllians, and con 
tinue In use In a great many coun
tries today. Th'ls catalogue lists and 
prices the air letter eheets 1ssued to 
1949, and Is publiShed by the Amen~ 
can Air Mall Society, Albion, Pa. (56 
pages, price $1.50). 

-G. P. L. 

T ra il of the Ca ribou- From page 165 

white card. The fact then tha.t part 
of the Issue Is comb perfed and the 
prootls on paper while the balance Is 
line perfed and the proofs on card 
leads us to the deduction that they 
were not prt.nted a t one and the same 
time. W'e would welcome any com
ment on t h•ls situation. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS 

Article IV, Section 3. T he ~leoct.lve officers of the Society s'hall be 
so ele.cted by ballat In the odd numbered years, during January. 

oNlominatlons may be filed wl:th t-he Slecretary by ahy five ('5) mem 
bel's in good standing not later than 90 days prior to the date of election. 
At lerust 9{) days pt\lOI) t ·o the election date, the President of the Society 
shoall &elect and apPQ!nt t:hree 1('3') members of t he Societ y to· serve and 
function ns a Nominating Committee whose prime purpose shall be to 
prE>pare and present a slate or nominees for each el•ectlve office to ·be 
voted. Each nomination made shall be pu'bllflhed ,Jn B'NA TOPICS not 
less than 61} days prior to the election date. 

An official ballot shall be prepared by the Secretary containing all 
n('minatlons, spaces for marking against each name, and SJ)ace for t:he 
l:ilgnature and number of the member casting. the vote. No ballotJs other 
than the Offi{:.!al Ballot shall be valid. Ballots shall be returned to the 
C'omm!ttee on Elections which shall be appoin ted ·by t ·he l>resldent a t a 
time prior to the election. The Committee on Elections s.hall canvass ·the 
vote a.nd report the results at the elecbion meeting and refer a slm!lar 
rePQrt to the s ·ecretary for filing and notice In BINA TOPICS. A plural
Ity of all votes cast shall be required for the election of an offi-cer. It 
l)o one candidate shaH receive a plurality of the votes cast for su-ch of 
flee, the Committee on E lections shall .cause to ·be Issued new )>allots for 
the election to this office . 

.. . 
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JUNE 15, 1960 
NEW MEMBERS 

6>52 Brown, Paul L., 82 King Street E., Brockvllle, Ont., Can8Aia 
6513 Des'Brlsay, Ian G .. R. R. 1, Box 2'246, PenUcton, B. C .• Canada 
·654> Jennlng.e, Carl, 29 James Street s., Hamilton, Ont., Canada. 
6515 Magu!.re, Hugh Scott, Fraser Mil~. B. c., Canada 
65-6 l\foMartln, Arthur K .. R. R. No. 1. Ladner, B. c .. Cana.da 
t517 Paul, Francis A., 86 J ames Street, Fairfield, Conn. 
6<58 Profit, Arthur R., c/o Bank of Tor.onto, W innipeg, Man., Canada. 
•;59 Vlenno-M1chaud, Laurier P .. New Boston, New: Hampshire 
660 White, Maj. K. Hamilton, 35&4 s. W. Marine Drive, Vancouver, B. C .. Can. 
&61' Wilson, William E., Wood Avenue, Armstrong, B. C., Canada 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Bedard, Wllllam Lucien, P . .0. Box 637, Detroit 3>1, Mlc'h. (DCX) ClAN, NFD-

19'th & 2oth .century mint postage and blo.cks. 1st Day Covers. Mint & ·S~ml· 
01lficlal airmails and on cover. P l·at.e ·blo.cks of Cana.da.. Pl'op.oeedl by R. J. 
Du11ca.n, No. 37. 

Ch:lvers-Wilson, Vietor, • 234 Fraser, Vancouver, B. C., Can8Aia (C) Proposed 
by R. J. Duncan, No. 37. 

Southey, C!harles F., Y.oung, .sa.sk., Oanada · (C) CAN'-19th century used postage 
I & blO'c.ks. Precancels. R . R., Territorial, 2-rlng and 4- ring cancellations. 

Early western cancellations ot lc & 3c Small Queens. Proposed by R . J. Dun
can, No. 37. 

ADDITION TO EXCHANGERS 
Brown, Paul L., 82 King St. E .. Brockvllle, Ont., Can. (CX) CAN-Mint postage 

& blocJ<,s. Used "Pence." Mint & used booklet panes and complete booklets·. 
Oolls. M•lnt alrmans. Posta.! stationery. 2-rlng cancellations on Small Queen.s. 
Mint P late .blO'cka. 

CHANGES OF ADD•RESS 
r·ook, Alfred P., 112 Pearl St., Ithacl\-, N. Y. (f·rom Glenbrook, Conn.) 
Hlofbauer, 'Frank L., N. Del·sea Drive, M1llvllle, N. J. (!rom Trenton, N. J.) 
Hurst, Peter J .. 2043 Vendome Ave., Montreal, P. Q. (from Toronto, Ont.) 
Me&chter:, Daniel Y .• Kinderhook, N. Y. (from Hanover, N. H.) 
Meschter, Elwood Jr., P. 0 . Box 138, Gibsonia, Pa. (from . Chicago, Ill.) 

RESIGNATION ACCEPTED 
fi: tnith, K. l\1., 317 J\.leDougal St., Fostoria, O'hlo 

RESIGNATIONS RECEIVED 
RIO McOardell, Frank C., 27 Rita St., W. Warw~ck, R. I. 
1'1'2 Powers, John F., 664 Cran&ton Sit., Provlden.ce, R. I. 
46'6. Yolk, F. Snyder, Plttsto"•n, N. J'. 

-----------------------------------------------------NEWFOUNDLAND MINT BLOCKS 
F' INE CONDITION 
# .249 R.oyal VIsit ................. 85 

2!50 Provlsiona.ls, 2e on &c, · 
broken tall on "2'' .... , . . . 1. 00 

251A P.rov~lonal, 4c on 5e, 
broken "S" In Cents .. . . 3.00 

25·2 Grenfell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 4·5 
First Day Cover . , . . . . • • . . .10 

DU PLICATES.......ONE OF EACH 
# 267 Memorial College, 

Flr3t Day Cover .. , .•.•.... 
26·8 Provisional, 2c on 3~c. 

plate ·blo.ck ...•.......•. . . 
2!69 4c PrlnceN ...... . ... . .... . 
270 5c Cabot .............. . .. . 

Firat Da.y Cover ....... . •. 
C19 'Tc Air Mall .............. . 

.40 

.6:5 

.20 

. 25 

.15 

.H 
GORDON P. LEWIS 131 Eastern Ave., B'l'a.mpton, Ont., Canada 
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NOTES and COMMENTS 
Nothing in The Mail! 

If readers wonder why Jack Levine's 
·column, "What's In Tbe Mall?" is 
:missing this month ... it's just that 
there was no mall! As Jack himself 
says, "My column depends on getting 
material from the member..s-no stamp . 
information, just grub-and, no ma!J 
no oeolumn." Come on, fella.s, how a
·bout a little Information, a scrap of 
an Idea, or what have you? Jack wants 
to hear about It, and through him, the 
.members at large. 

And How About that Article? 
Specak!ng of receiving mail, how a- . 

'bout the members sitting down arid 
putting some of the results of their 
research and collecting on paper and 
sending It a long to the Ed1tor. Many 
thanks to those membe1\S who have 
answereod our appeal for materl'al ... 
hut we want to build up a back-log 
this summer so that in the fall we 
wlll be able to plan ahead in present
Ing the type of magazine BNAPSere 
want. W e are having to do plenty of 
wrlttng ourselves In order to fill the 
pages-how about a little help! 

Choose your own SU'bject-as long 
a s It's B. N. A. 

A Correction 
BN!A.PSer A. K. Grimmer writes: 

"There is a s lip-up In Mr. krch. Mil
Jar's notes on \Var Issue P late Blocks 
•(J·une TOPICS). In the last paroagraph 
'he states that there was no prln·tlng 
·of the one cent Pl. N'o. 3. Tillis is in
-correct, as I hold both sheets and 
/blocks of thJI!I plate n~l>el'. 

By The Editor 

"Otherwise he has given plate bloek 
collectors a very good article and de
-ser ves comm•end:a.tion." 

BNAPEX Medala 

lllustrated belo'V Is the beautiful 
medal about which Bill Ke.mp · wrote 
so enthusiastically in Jack Levine's 
column last month. Henry Th·ur.aton is 
the designer, and they come in gold, 
silver and bronze. Why not try and 
win one for yourself at Ph!ladelpbla? 








