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COVERS

Are the readers of this magazine interested in
Canadian covers?

We will leave it for you “BNAPSters” to say.

We have many thousand covers accumulated over many years.
Recently we have purchased quite a quantity, postmarked from
the late 'T0s thru to fairly recent. A great opportunity for find-
ing odd post offices, various cancellations. There are shades of
the small 3c, and among the post ecards are also shades of the
early issues.

This whole stock must be cleared in a hurry, so away they go
at only $2.256 per 100, mixed, post paid.

You are very likely to find covers without adhesive stamps,
First day, special cancellations, slogans, commemoratives.

_Every lot will be well worth the price as offered.

If you collect Canadian stamps on cover—yes, we have them
too. From 1859 to 1958. Your enquiry 1s desired. And what's
more, we will gladly quote prices that wlll be so attractive, you
will he certain to buy. If you prefer we will send on approval
any items you are specially interested in.

Why not mak§ a collection of Canadian stamps on Cover!

Price list of Canada, Newfoundland and U, 8, (commems.,) Free.

Oh yes, sure we have albums,

VICTORIA STAMP CO.

LONDON, 40, ONTARIO CANADA

I@
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CANADA — EASTER SEALS
Very Fine Sheet of 100 Seals—1950

USED CANAD'AN Including one imperf block and

one each of all previous lasues—

BLOCKS (1947-8-9-1050) $1.00

oontaat .y Ontario (Canada) Society
M. W. CRYDERMAN for Crippled Children

Box 289, Roblin, Man, Canada 444 Church St, ‘Toronto 5, Canada

=

Canadian Pioneer Air Mail Stamps Mint

They were sanctioned by the Post Office Department while issued
: by private organizations.
Laurentide Air Service; Jack V. Elliot Air Service; Patricia Airways &
Exploration Co., Ltd.; Patricia Airways Ltd.; Western Canada Airways;
Yukon Airways & Exploration Co. Ltd.; Cherry Red Airline Ltd.; Klon-
dike Airways Ltd.; Commercial Airways Ltd.; British Columbia Air-
ways Ltd.; Canadian Airways Ltd.
They are all listed in Sanabria’'s Air Mail Catalogue—

Collection of 14 Different—Price ........co0nvvinn. $10.00

CENTURY STAMP CO.

1253 McGill College Ave. Est. 1900 Montreal, Canada

WE WISH TO BUY

PACKETS ® COLLECTIONS
SETS ¥ SINGLE STAMPS

As the largest wholesale stamp firm In the
United States, we are constant buyers of large
wholesale quantities and collections of all kinds of
postage stamps.

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which will recelve our
prompt, careful attention. Our booklet “If You Have Stamps To
Sell” will be sent free on request, (Iif you do not already know us);
this booklet includes references and describes our business in full so
that you may deal with us in complete confidence.

H. E. HARRIS & (0.

108 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass.
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Geo. E. Foster

Philatelic Printer
Box 174 Bordentown, N. J.

Personal Stationery a Specialty

The

PHILATELIC
MAGAZINE

(Estab. 1876)
is your guide to British Em-
pire and world collecting, and
keeps you up to date with la-
test stamp events.
— FULLY ILLUSTRATED -—
Yearly subscription $1.60
Sample copy free on request
HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD.
445 Strand, London, Eng.

Universal Postal Union

Commemoratives

Becausge this ad is made up 28 days
hefore you receive it, and because U.
P. U.s are rapidly fluctuating in price,
it is almost useless for me to quote
my prices. Be assured that I will han-
dle your requests at reasonable prices.

Niagara Loose Leaf Stamp Sections,
in business for over 20 years, has pub-
lished quadrilled pages for the U. P. U.
commemoratives., Printed on heavy rag
content Hammermill Bond ledger pa-
per, the pages are punched for the
standard three-ring ‘'hinder, Pages
ome in gections of 25 for $1.00. Sam-
ple page on request,

Fill up the spaces of the inexpensive
Foreign Stamps in your collection by
requesting speclally made-up books, of
500 stamps each, arranged numerically
by country. Thirty-six different books
in thias series, priced at half catalog
with discounts of 5% up beginning
with purchases of $2.50 or more from
a selection—15,000 different stamps to
choose from and some countries over
0% complete.

Superior High Quality Packets —
1,000 daiff. $1.50; 5,000 diff. $12.50.

RUSSELL ALLISON
712-17th St., Niagara Falls, New York

Classified Topics

Reserved for, Memkers of B.N.A.P.S.

Rates 2¢ per word. Minimum 15 words
per ad. Three insertions at the price
of two. 500 words, at will, $4.00 pay-
able in advance. Secott's numbers used
unless otherwise specified.

I colleet Canada only—TFor Sale or Ex-
change—Stationery; B. C. Laws; Plate
Nos; Flag Cancels, C, B. D, Garrett,
Box 512, Cranbrook, B. C.

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, BRIT-
ISH COLONIES, UNITED STATES.
Older 1ssues for serlous collectoss.
References, Want Lists, E. K. Allen,
Stamp Studio, 5 Chestnut St., Hali-
fax, N. 8.

STAMPLESS COVERS OF CANADA
wanted for my collection. Please price
individual covers, Hugh McLellan,
Champlain, N. Y.

WANTED — NEWFOUNDLAND —
ESSAYS — PROOFS — FORGERIES
— COVERS, Scotts 24 to 31 ONLY. I
will buy or trade good Nfld. for any
I can use. Ken. Minuse, 1236 Grand
Concourse, Bronx 56, N. Y.
CANADIAN PLATE BLOOCKS—Since
1927, Wanted to buy or exchange. T,
B. Higginson, Finch, Ont, Canada.

SEND 10c for attractive 36-page mag-
azine with full information. For the
greatest value in Philately JOIN:
Stamp Collectors' Exchange Club, Box
2A, Hickson, Ont.

LAST CALL

Unreserved Public Auction
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
May 8, 9, 10

The “Richard Spier”
Collection of

British America
and United States, with BRITISH
NORTH AMERICA strongly repre-
sented. An Executor's sale.

H. R. Harmer [nc.

The Roosevelt Auctloneers
32 E. 57th Sst, N. Y. 22, N. Y.
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A Reprint Feature . .

THE THREE CENT SMALL QUEEN

ISSUE OF

CANADA

By L. D. SHOEMAKER

This important work is presented to readers of BNA Topics through the cour-
tosy of the author and the publishers of “Stamps” Magazine, wherein it ap-

peared in March 1941.

Among all the stamps of Canada
there Is none which has afforded me
more satisfaction and pleasure in col-
lecting and studying than the 3¢ value
of the “Small Cents” Issue, The oppor-
tunity to specialize in the 19th Cen-
tury Stamps of Canada is usually left
to the collector with a fat pocketbook.
However, there are several denomina-
tions of the Small Cents Issue which
can be obtained by one of average
means in quantities necessary for the
desired study and research.

I selected the 3¢ value of this issue
because it is avallable In large quan-
tities, is rich in both major and minor
varieties, and affords many interest-
ing studies In SHADES, PERFORA-
TIONS, PAPHERS and CANCELLA-
TIONS.

This lssue of stamps was engraved
and printed by the British-American
Bank Note Co. in Montreal and Otta-
wa, and the stamps are commonly re-
ferred to as either Montreal or Ot-
tawa printings. The reputed date of
FIRST ISSUE is January 12, 1870, but
the first dated copy that has been
found is January 15, 1870.

In the “American Journal of Phila-
tely"” for August 20, 1869, I find the
following: “Canada Is shortly to have
a new get of stamps. Taking a lesson
from our own country It seems they
are about to alter their stamps to
make them smaller so as to save pa-
per. The head will remain exactly the
same as now, but the frame and mar-
gin around the head will be consider-
ably less.”

No other announcement of the new
series was made, so far as I have been
able to discover, and the new stamps
were introduced, apparently, only as
fast as stocks of the “Large Cents” is-
sue on hand were used up. In this
connection, I have found the next
comment regarding the change, was
made by the “American Journal of
Philately” on February 20, 1870, viz.:

“The BStamps of the New Dominion
have now made their appearance, al-
tered as described by us In August,
1869 " “Although not specified, this
statement referred to the 8c stamp,
and its actual issue was probably in
January.”

A collector of Canadian Stamps be-
tween 1870 and 1897 must have found
the period a wvery monotonous one. In
addition to the eight denomdinations of
the "SMALL CENTS"” lssue there were
only the following other stamps issued
during these twenty-seven years, viz.:

16¢ Large Cents—1868 to 1900
be Large Cents—I18756 to 1876
2-6-8¢ Registration—I1876
20-60¢c Widows Weeds—1893

In my opinion the listings of Scott
and Gibbons do not do full justice to
the many varieties of the 8¢ stamp.
Jarrett's Standard B. N. A. Catalogue
of 1927 lists some seventeen varieties,
but the information furnished for the
purpose of showing how to arrive at
the listings is somewhat difficult to
grasp. However, his history and gov-
ernmental statistics are very fine, and
I quote freely from his book on them.

To obtain the required results in the
clagsification of the 3c BSmall Cents
Issue, I have during a period of five
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to six years examined many thousand
copies including a very large collection
horrowed from Dr. K. M, Day of Pitts-
burgh, Pa. Many a start was maie,
and the result would seem satisfactory
until at some staze there would be a
conflict. At last a ecalendar was form-
ed which helped me to ellminate these
difficulties.

In the classification of the printings
I have taken the following major fac-
tors Into consideration, viz.: PAPER,
PERFORATIONS, POSITION DOTS,
SHADHS or COLOR and DATED
COPIES. By combining these 1 feel
that a definite classification can be
glven to each printing.

Let us consider each factor separ-
ately before starting to combine the
résults.

Paper

Of first importance In the classifi-
cation of the Small Cents Issue !s
knowledge of the paper in the vari-
ous printings. (This knowledge is from
a layman's viewpoint and no set of
instruments is required, nothing other
than a good pair of =yes and a sense
of feel.)

MONTREAL PRINTINGS, are on a
fine to good quality paper with a
smooth chalky feel.

OTTAWA PRINTINGS, are on a
poor quality paper, toned yellowish,
have a rough feel, and In many In-
stances the aniline dye shows through
the stamps.

To get the FEEL of the stamps try
passing a dry finger over the printed
surface of a ROSE SHADE or MON-
TREAL STAMP, and you will find
that it has a smooth satiny or chalky
feel, and there is no embossing ap-
pearance, while the Ottawa stamps of
bright Vermillon will have a rough
feel due to the heavy embossing and
poorer gquality of paper,’

It is wvery probable that the inks
used in the Ottawa printings contained
a greater amount of dryer than those
of the Montreal printing.

‘When referring to VERTICATL or
HORIZONTAIL wove paper, I refer to
the small points of light formed by
the cross mesh of the wire screen 'n
the manufacturing of the paper. The
points of light form a vertical or hor-
izontal row of dots or diamonds. (See
Fig. 1)

MONTREAL—Under this heading

the following “Groups” of paper will
he found.

Group “A"—Jan. 1870, A fine quality,
toned, smooth surface, opaque paper,
with a horizontal wove mesh,

Group “B"—Dec. 1870, A hard
smooth surface, toned paper with the
design showing through and a vertical
wove mesh, A

Group “C"—Dec. 1870,—RARE— A
thick soft opaque, toned white paper
with a horizontal wove mesh, perfor-
ations usually adhering.

Group “D"—July 1872, A medium
weight, toned white, pebbly surface
paper with a horizontal wove mesh.

Group “"E'"—Jan., 1872, A thin toned
white pebbly surface paper with a hor-
izontal wove mesh; the deslgn shows
through this paper.

Group “F'—>March 1873, A medium
weight pebbly surface toned yellowish
paper with a horizontal wove mesh.

Group "G"—March 1878, A medium
welight pebbly surface paper toned yel-
lowish with a vertical wove mesh.

OTTAWA—Under this heading the
following “Groups” of paper will be
found.

Group “H"—Oct. 6, 1888, A medium
weight, poor quality toned yellowlsh
paper with a vertical wove mesh, with
an aniline dye showing through.

Group “J"—Oct. 1895, a medium
weight, poor quality, tuned yellowish
paper, with a horizontal wove mesh,
the aniline dye showing through.

Perforations

In checking the perforations, a suit-
able gauge is very necessary, one that
is divided into quarter perforations.
I have selected the R. Roberts gauge,
it is accepted as one of the highest of
quality and is so divided.

Montreal Printings, we find the fol-
lowing perforations, viz.:

12 x12 —I870-71-72-77-80-82-84-856-86
11%x1% —1873
11%x12 —1870-T3-76-76-77-78-79-81

11% x11% —1873
12 x1214—1883-85-86-87-88
12%x12%—1870 (Very Rare)

Ottawa Printings, we find the fol-
lowing perforations, viz.:
12 x12 —1889-50-92
12 x1214—1888-89-91-93 to 97
121, x12%;, —1888

The perforation 121%x121% is a Cop-
per Red, and the description of the
paper is the same as in the First
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Printing of 1870, I belleve this ex-
treme rarity deserves a classification
in the major catalog listings. In Jar-
rett's catalog of B. N. A, 1927, he
mentions three known coples, howevar,
I can list twenty-six known copies,
which are as follows (1941):

coples
Dr. L. L. Reford, Montreal, Can. .. 19
Dr. K. M. Day, Pittsburgh, Pa. .... 4
Nelson Bond, Roanoke, Va. ........ 1

L. G. Firth, McKeesprt, Pa.
L. D. Shoemaker, Lakewood, Ohio . 1

To Mr. Firth should go the credit for
first calling attention to this rarity
and to him we are also Indebted for
the earliest known dated cover, Feb-
ruary 10, 1870.

Due to the extreme rarity of this
stamp and the earllest known cooy
(dating so close to the First Printing)
I would, in my opinion, term it as a
perforation variety of the First Print-
ing and have not classed it under a
separate printing head.

T have had some very interesting
correspondence on this rare perfora-
tion and will quote from several of
the letters.

Dr. L. L. Reford states, "l have sev-
enteen coples off cover and two cov-
ers with the 124 x12% perforation. The
covers are both from St. John, N. B,
bearing the 2 ring #7 cancellation,
my earliest dated cover ls April 6th,
1870. The seventeen copies off cover
bear cancellations from the following
cities:—seven coples from St. John,
N. B. (2 ring #64); 1 copy from Fred-
ericton, N. B. (2 ring #11); 1 from
Truro, N. 8. (2 ring #54); 1 Oval N. 8,
Grid; 2 N. B, St. John Grid; 1 Hilifax
& Pletou R. W. Y.; 1 St. John, N. B,
Town Date cancellation; 1 wide bars:
1 pen cancellation; 1 Sydney, N. B. (2
ring #10). 1 have gone over about
20,000 3¢ 1870's and the above coples
are all T have found.,”

Dr. K. M. Day writes, “I have at
the present one mint copy and three
used ones. Two of my copies have the
two ring numeral (7) from St. John,
N. B, and the third one the numeral
cancel from Truro (64). The stamp !s
extremely rare and I have found only
the above coples out of several thou-
sand copies of the Copper Red shade
of the First Printing. All coples I
have seen are the paper and shade of
the First Printing.” Dr. Day further
states, “For some years I speculated

on the possibility of the 12% perfora-
tion being a trial or initial printing
of the 3¢, because of the early date on
the Firth cover. I doubt this now as I
have seen a number of the 3c Copper
Red cancelled in January 1870 with
normal perforations.”

Therefore I believe the present evi-
dence sums up to: 1—The 3¢ Perfora-
tion 12% all around occurred on cer-
tain sheets of the First Printing n
the Copper Red. 2—Most of the shee's
must have gone to St. John, N. B, 3—
A few sheets must have gone to Nova
Scotia (Halifax and Truro). 4—This
is the only postage stamp of Canada
which oeccurs with a 121 perforation
all 'round.

Position Dots

From 1870 to 1880, with the excep-
tion of the left marginal first vertical
row of stamps, the position or gulde
dots appear in the lower left corner,
outside the margin of design, and
rarely does the design cover this dot.

Some authorities claim these posi-
tion dots appear until 1888, at which
time the government ordered the
printing done by the British-American
Bank Note Co. in Ottawa, rather than
at their office in Montreal. However,
a close study of many dated Montreal
copies shows many coples Mbhetween
1880 and 1888 do not have the position
dots.

From 1888 to 1897, (The Ottawa
Printings) no position dots are found
with the exception of am occasional
one appearing on the right or left
hand side of the outer rim of the me-
dallion about half way up the stamp.
Those appearing on the left side are
more scarce than those on the right
side.

Color and Shades

The materials used in the Early
Montreal printings of the 3¢ stamp
were, viz.:

8 parts Rose Pink, 2 parts Orange
Mineral, 2 parts Persian Red, 2 parts
Patent Dryer.

The above formula of the Ingredi-
ents used for this ink were taken from
a fly leaf of a note-book which was
reputed to be the property of the Brit-
ish-American Bank Note Co, and is
now owned by Clarence W. Brazer of
New York.

Any variation in the quantities of
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each ingredient would create a new
shade., Also, oxidization must be tak-
en into consideration on certaln
stamps, namely, the printings of 1875-
76, and all of the Ottawa printings.

As a general rule all of the inks
are known as a mineral dye, but there
are exceptions such as the Rose Car-
mine of 1888, which is an aniline dye
as are the later issues of the Ottawa
printings. All aniline dyes will run in
hot water and should be handled in
cold water.

Considerable difficulty ies experl-
enced to determine the color of Cop-
per Red, or Jarrett's Indian Red. I
have called this “Copper Red” for 1
believe it better describes the color.
However, for those who continue to
have trouble with this shade, I would
réfer them to the shade of the 3¢
Large Cents Issue, as the same Ink
was used for both the stamps.

All Rose Shades are dated between
1870 and 1875, while all others are
Vermilion, with the exception of the
Rose Carmine of 1888,

The Montreal Printings are not sus-
ceptible to oxidization, with the ex-
ception of the printings of 1875-76.
The Ottawa printings are all suscep-
tible to oxidization and are to be
found in all shades of brown and even
black. Oxidized stamps may be re-
stored to their original color by bath-
ing them in a solution of Hydrogen-
Peroxide after which they should be
rinsed in cold water.

For classification the colors have
been divided into the following classes
with dated coples used.

Copper Red ............ 1870
Pale Dull Rose ........ 1870
R Gl R 1871
Rose Red .............. 1871
Carmine Red ...........s 1871
Rose-Orange ........... 1872
v T T it T 1873
Faded Rose Red ........ 1872
Brown Red ..ivesisiacss 1878
QURNE: Vs SO s 1874
Red-Brown ...... e 1876
Orange-Red ............ 1878
Dull Orange ........o... 1877
Orange Vermilion ...... 1879
Vermilion .......cc000... 1880
Dull Vermilion 1881-838
Rose Carmine .......... 1888
Pale Rose Carmine ...... 1889
Faded Vermilion ........ 1892

Pale Vermilion .......... 1892

Bright Vermilion

Dated Copies

In view of practically no govern-
mental or printers’ records being a-
vallable on this issue, it {s only
through dated coples that any dates
may be assigned to the different var-
jeties, The dates used do not infer
that they are the earliest to be found
or the actual dates of printing; how-
ever, they are the earliest dated con-
{es in this collection or found in Dr.
Day's collection or submitted to me
by wvarious collectors.

Classification of the Printings

The foregoing factors, viz.: POSI-
TION DOTS, PERFORATIONS, PA-
PER and COLOR, may be arranged
under the following classes:

Class #1—January 16, 1870. Paper
Group “A" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion 12x12. Color, Copper Red,

Class #2A—aAugust 1, 1870. Paper
Group “A" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion 12x12. Color, Pale Dull Rose.
Note: Change in color of ink,

Class #2B—December 24, 1870: Pa-
per Group “B"” Vertical Mesh. Perfor-
atlon 12x12. Color, Rose. Note: Color
and mesh of the paper has been
changed.

Class #8—Dec. 29, 1870. Paper
Group, “B” Vertical Mesh. Perforation
12x12. Color, Rose Red. Note: Color
has been changed.

Class F#4—Jan. 14, 1871 (Rare). Pa-
per Group, “C" Horizontal Mesh. Per-
foration, 12x12, Color, Carmine Red.
Note: This is a very thick soft paper,
the perforations usually adhering to
the stamp. It is possible this stamp is
as rare as the 12%x12% perforation.

Class #5—Jan, 8, 1872. Paper Group
“E" Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 12
x12. Color, Rose Orange. Note: Paper
Is one of poorer quality and the de-
sign shows through.

Class #6—July 15, 1872. Paper
Group, “D" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 12x12. Color, Pale Rose. Note:
Paper reverts to a better quality,
there is also considerable change n
the color of the ink.

Class #7—Dec., 1873. Paper Group,
“D" Horizontal Mesh. Perforation,
11%x11%. Color, Faded Rose Red.
Note: Change in the perforation.

Class #8—1872. Paper Group, “D"
Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 11%x
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11%. Color, Pale Rose. Note: Change
in the color of the ink.

Class $#9—March . 6, ~1873. Paper
Group, "D" Horizontal Mesh (White
Paper). Perforation, 11%x113%. Color,
Brown Red. Note: This is the first of
the Vermillon shades, also a change
in the perforations and it is the only
white or untoned paper used in any
of the printings.

Class #10—Sept. 1878. Paper Group,
“B" Vertical Mesh. Perforation, 113x
12, Color, Orange. Note: Reverts to
“B" paper with the wvertical mesh,
also a change in the perforation.

Class #11—June 25, 1875. Paper
Group, “E” Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 11 x12, Color, Red Brown. Note:
A change in the perforation, paper and
ink. 3

Class #12—Sept. 25, 1876. Paper
Group, “F" Horizontal Mesh., Perfora-
tion, 12x12. Color, Orange Red. Note:
Change in the paper, perforation and
ink.

Class #18—Dec. 1, 1876. Paper Group
“D" Horlzontal Mesh. Perforation,
11%x12. Color, Red Brown. Note: This
paper ls hard.

Class #14—Jan. 9, 1877. Paper Group
“F" Horizontal Mesh, Perforation, 12x
12. Color, Dull Orange. Note: Reverts
to the 12x12 perforation. y

Class # 1l6—July 3, 1877. Paper Group

“F" Horlzontal Mesh. Perforation,
11%x12. Color, Dull Orange. Note:
Change In perforation.

Class #16—March, 1878. Paper

Group, “G" Vertical Mesh. Perforation
113 x12, Color, Dull Orange. Note: A
change in the quality of paper and
Vertical mesh.

Class #17—March 14, 1879. Paper
Group, “F" Horizontal Mesh., Perfor-
ation, 11%x12. Color, Orange Vermil-
fon. Note: Change in the ink color and
the mesh of the paper.

"Class #18—January 20, 1880. Paper
Group, “F*' Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 12x12, Color, Vermilion. Note:
Change In the perforation.

Class #19—Sept., 1882, Paper Group
“G" Vertieal Mesh., Perforation, 11%x
12, Color, Dull Vermilion.

Class #20—January 20, 1882, Paper
Group, "G" Vertical Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 12x12. Color, Vermilion.

Class #21—Jan. 20, 1883. Paper
Group “E" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 12x123%. Color, Dull Vermilion.
Note: This is the first of the 12x121

perforations also, the paper is thinner
and poorer in quality.

Class #22—Feb. 1, 1884, Paper Group
“F" Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 12
x12, Color, Dull Vermilion.

Class #23—May 2, 1885. Paper
Group, “G" Vertical Mesh. Perforation,
12x12, Color, Vermilion.

Class #24—April 20, 1886, Paper
Group, "F" Horizontal Mesh, PPerfora-
tion, 12x12. Color, Orange.

Class #26—1885-86-87. Paper Group,
“F' Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 12x
12x121;. Color, Brown Red.

Class #26—June 18, 1887, Paper
Group, “G” Vertical Mesh, Perforation,
12x12Y. Colr, Brown Red.

Class #27—Feb. 4, 1888. Paper Group
“F Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 12
x121. Color, Dull Orange.

Class #28—Sept. 13, 1888. Paper
Group, “E" Horizontal Mesh, Perfora-
tion, 12x121. Color, Dull Orange. Note,
There was a change in the quality of
paper, which was similar to that used
in the printings of 1872.

Class #IZQ_O:L 6, 1888, Paper

Group, “H"” Verntical Mesh, Perforation,
12x1214 or 12%4x12%. Color, Rose Car-
mine. Note: This is one of the major
changes In this stamp In color and
quality of paper. This was the first
stamp issued in the new Ottawa Of-
fice,
Class #30—Dec, 17, 1888. Paper
Group, “"E" Horizontal Mesh., Perfora-
tlon, 12x121, Color, Pale Rose Car-
mine. Note: The color is much paler
and the mesh of the paper reverts Lo
a hotizontal mesh.

Class #31—Sept. 2, 1889, Paper
Group, “J” Horizontal Mesh., Perfora-
tion, 12x12. Color, Vermilion.

Class #32—April 28, 1890. Papsr
Group, "“J" Horizontal Mesh, Perfora-
tion, 12x12. Color, Bright Vermilion,

Class #33—April 23, 1891. Paper
Group, “E" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 12x12%. Color, Pale Vermilion.

Class #33a—May 9, 1801, Paper
Group, “J” Horizontal Mesh. Perfora-
tion, 12x12, Color, Pale Pinkish Rose.,

Class #B84—Jan, 6, 1802, Paper Group
“J" Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 12x
12. Color, Pale Vermilion.

Class #35—Jan. 24, 1898-94-95. Pa-
per Group, “J” Horizontal Mesh.
Perforation, 12x121%. Color Vermilion.

Class #36—Oct. 15, 1895-96-97. Pa-
per Group, “J'" Horizontal Mesh. Per-
foration, 12x12%. Color, Bright Ver-
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milion,
Class #87—Dec. 18, 18%4. Paper
Group, “G" Vertical Mesh. Perforation,

12x12. Color, Vermilion.

Gum

Gum as an indication of date is m
the same category as paper, as there
are certain distinetions which will help
to divide them.

#1—1870-78; the gum used during
this perlod is smooth and generally
whiter than that which follows, al-
though sometimes it appears slightly
on the brownish tinge.

#2—1873-78; the gum is generally
streaky and browner than the early is-
sue,

F#5—1878-88; the gum is no longer
streaky but ls more brown.
#4—1888-97; (Ottawa Printings),

the gum is browner and thicker than
any previously used, also like the pa-
per, It is poorer in quality than that
used in the Montreal Printings.

Ribbed Paper

It is reported there have been found
the 3c on Ribbed Paper. I have never
examined one, but have several of the
2c and the 10c in my collection. Some
authorities are of the opinion that the
parallel vertical lines on the surface
of the stamp are only in the printing
of the stamp. Probably a good explan-
atlon Is that the ribs are caused ny
the use of a pad or cloth under the
paper during the printing, thereby
causing the dampened paper to take
the grain of the pad when the pressure
wag applied in the printing.

Imprints

Jarrett's catalog gives a very com-
plete report on this subject with ex-
ception to one additional Imprint
which Is as follows: The imprint .8
47 mm. long by 1% mm. high. It is a
strip of color with colorless lettecs
reading British-American BANK
NOTE Co. Montreal & Ottawa. Please
note the “Bank Note” are in all Ro-
man Capitals while the rest is in Up-
per and Lower Case letters,

Plate Varieties
Due to the great number of years
this stamp was in use it is only natur-
al that a large number of plates were
used and that some were used for a
considerable length of time. It is to

be expected that a large number of
worn plates, retouches, re-entries,
double-transfers should be the result.
I will mention a number of them that
I have in my collection or have been
shown to me, however, I suppose it Is
only a partial list of those that could
be found if the proper time and effort
were put to it. All varieties mentioned
are proven with two or more copies
from my collection or that of Dr. Day.

Montreal Varieties

1—The complete bottom frame line
is doubled.

2—There is a emall double transfer
in the “N" of Canada, also in the left
“%" and the outer frame line near ‘he
bottom. of the left “3.”

3—There is a strong doubling of
the left “3” and In the “CEN" of
cents, Dated copy 1875.

4—There is a strong doubling of
the left “3" and in the “CENT" of
cents, also on the left slde of the oval.

5—The upper right pearl ls doubled
as in the lower right, also the "ENTS"
of cents and the left “3."

6—There is a strong scratch run-
ning from the bottom of the “E” in
cents out past the back of the neck,
copies in Nelson Bond's and J. M.
Stahn's collection dated 1876.

7—The left pearl is doubled as is
the left half of the bottom frame line,
also the “ANAD" of Canada and the
“POSTGE" of postage.

Ottawa Varieties

§—There is a fine example of a
down shift in the left pear], In the
“N" of Canada, the bottom of the
oval, the lower part of the left “3,"
the “CENT” of cents and the entire
bottom frame line. Dated copy 1804.

9—The right doubling of the upper
right ornament, the three upper leaves
of the lower right ornament, the lower
right part of the oval in the right “3,”
and the “NS" of cents. Dated 1891,

10—A down doubling of the left
pearl, the letters “CANAD" of Can-
ada, “CEN" of cents and the left “3.”
Dated 1891.

11—A shift in the outer frame lines
of the upper left ornament,

12—Both pearls are doubled and the
upper right ornament as well as the
frame line under the right “3.” Dated
1896.

183—Both pearls are doubled and the
top of the -upper right ornament also
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the “QND” of Canada and the “POST-
GE" of Postage. 1894,

14—A right shift in the owval, the
upper right ornament and the leaves
in the lower right ornament. Dated
1885.

One of the most interesting varietiss
that has come to my attentlon is a
“double strike” in Dr. Day's colleetion.
This double printing is so greatly off
allgnment that the CANADA of the
off-cent print curves from the Queen’s
jaw to her nostrils, In addition, the
imprint “Montreal” runs vertically
through the on-centered stamp from
the left 3 to the back of the Queen’s
head. This stamp is a used Montreal
Printing, and is NOT an off-get double
printing.

Other Collections Can Be Formed

While collecting the “Small Cents”
2¢ in its various printings you will
find a great amount of collectible ma-
terial, viz: Cork Cancellations, Towns,
Railways, Territory, ete.

Cork Cancellations

The postmasters of the period of
the “Small Cents" probably caught
the “Fancy Cancellation Fever"” from
our Postmasters in the United States
for they became very artistic with
theilr designs, ranging from Masonic
Emblems, Stars, Crowns, Postmaster's
Initials, Faces, Cogwheels, Geometrical
and many others. Fred Jarrett's hook
is a very good guide and quite com-
plete on this subject.

Town Cancellation

During this period the Town Can:zel
Killer was used to a great extent lor
cancelling the stamps so it is possible
to get many stamps with the complete
town name on. It is very interesting
io obtain an old map of 1890 or there-
about and trace the location of these
towns. You will find this a very inter-
esting subject. The same can be sald
of the Rallway Cancellations,

Besides the collectors mentioned
throughout the article credit should
£o to the following men for their ‘o-
operation in both material and advice:
Roy Woodhouse of Hamilton, Ont.,
Charles Brisley, Detroit, Mich, and
Nelson Bond, Roancke, Va.

Various & Sundry

By Geo. E. Foster

If you are using Scott's for 1949 or
prior years, better check with the 1950
edition. New Brunswick has been re-
numbered and 11 becomes FH5 in
the current edition, and most of the
other “cents” have as a conseguence
been reshuffled.

Collectors in the vicinity of New
Waterford, N, 8., have recently organ-
ized a stamp club, They plan to have
an exhibition in 19561 for the centenary
of the first issue of Canadian stamps.
Herman Drobesch, New Waterford, ‘s
the secretary of the new organization.

From a correspondent in England,
writing about the stamps of New
Brunswick, I am quoting a paragraph;
“Now you are Interested in the 17
cent on cover. Al present I have not
got one, but in my old collection I
had a pair of 17 cents on an envelope
addressed to Scotland. It was a ‘money
letter’ hen:e the double rate. The cov-
er was dated 1863 but 1 have no record
of the day and the month, This cover
was sold on the 25th of Nov. 1946—
and fetched £29.”

A U. P. dispatch from Dundee, N. S.
under the date of Feb. 15, says: “Mrs.
H. B. Andrews, 81, quit her job as
postmistress today after she and her
late hugband had held it for a <om-
bined total of 66 years.”

All . . .Copy
Adyvertising
Correspondence

Concerning this magazine should now
be addressed to:

Gordon P. Lewis
13 Eastern Ave.
Brampton, Ont.

Canada,
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“The West End Philatelist,”
lished quarterly, is the house organ of
David Fleld Ltd., 7 Vigo Street, Lon-
don W. 1, England. This publication

pub-

features articles of interest to all
kinds of stamp collectors. In the last
three lssues of 1948, Mr. W. T. Elliot
discusses the Two Cent value of the
Newfoundland “Guy” issue, The coat
of arms depicted on the stamp is not
that of the London and Bristol Com-
but

pany, as indicated underneath,
that granted to the Colony in 1637
The one, two and five cent values

were printed in sheets of 200 stamps
(2 panes of 100 each) separated by a
margin 88mm wide. Mr. Elliot lists 75
distinct varieties and gives the plate
position for each one. Since there are
two perforations 12x12 and 12x14%,
this stamp should prove to be an in-
teresting study. The other values of
the Guy lssue (one and five cents)
should also have a large number of
varieties due to the large quantities
printed.
- - -

The March issue of “The American
Philatelist,” published monthly by the
American Philatelic Soclety, has a gen-
eral article on the Caribou Issue of
Newfoundland. The background of the
issue ls discussed in detall together
with the quantities printed. The six,
eight, twelve, fifteen, twenty-four, and
thirty-six cent values were printed in
quantities of 50,000 each. The Latin
word “Ubique” means “Everywhere.”
Jarrett reports that the four and eight
cent values have been cleverly forged.
These forgeries are reported as being
worth many times the value of the
genuine ones to a apeclalist. The three
cent value was overprinted to produce
two hundred copies of the Hawker
alrmail stamp of 1919; and the thirty-
gix cent was ovenprinted [ifty-cents
in 1930 for .the Columbia flight. Why
the thirty-six cent value was held for
80 many years is a great mystery.

Wonder if the Meyersons might have
the answer?

In the April 26th and 27th auection
of Vahan Mozian of New York City
were these used blocks of four: su-
perb centering and lightly cancelled
Four Dollar Jubilee; (18a) 123 cent
blue-green, perfs. touch but smudged
cancel: and a (19) 17 cent blue, perfs.
touch but nice grid cancel. Also there
was a flve cent (17a) Imperf. Beavar
with huge margins on four sides with
a grid cancel, Will have the prices
realized for you next month,

In last month’s issue of the “B. N. A,
Topies,” Mr. Alfred Peatman of Fair-
ville, N. B., requested suggestions on
how to prevent curling of stamps. I
have overcome this fault by liberally
spreading talecum powder over the gum
of the stamps. The powder adheres
to the gum and absorbs future mgis-
ture. Excess powder on the face is
easily removed with a <cloth. This
method is especially recommended for
mint sheets. It is very damp around
Niagara PFalls but so far 1 haven't had
any trouble. I looked at some mint
sheets and could not find any trace
of powder; however, there was no
trace of moisture. So, In the case of
mint sheets, it may be necessary to
dust them every six or seven years.
Incidentally this method is used wide-
ly by stamp wholesalers to preveat
waste,

.« & @

Why couldn’t we have a regular
column of the varieties mentioned in
Ronald Tuckwell's “{Fortunate Flaws"
last month? With all the fly speck
hunters we have, including myself, we
could have a great column. This couid
also be used as a basis for the cata-
log we have been reading so much a-
bout. Is there anyone who would care
to conduct such a column?
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NEWFOUNDLAND TRA

10

VELLING POST OFFIéES

By LESLIE MITCHELL, B. N. A. P, S§.

With the Confederation of New-
foundland it was only to be expected
that fresh obliterators would be {s-
sued to the various post offices there.
Of these, those issued to the Travel-
ling Post Offlces have long held my
interest,

Until the later part of June 1919,
the old obliterator of Newfoundland
was etill In use. By mid-October ap-
parently all the T. P. 0.'s were using
a new type of steel cancel, single line
23 mm. dlam, with the month in Ro-

man numerals and the extreme ter-
minals of call shown In abbreviated
letters, those on the Coastal Boats
having S. S. above the date, with T,
P. O. at the base of the clrcle, as
types 1-6. All Rallway obliterators
having R. P. 0. at the base and the
train number above the date, as types
7-10a, it being noticeable that no coun-
try of origin appears on the cancel.
Taking the coastal boats, we now
have Argentia & Port aux Basques T.
P. O. for the former South West Coas-
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tal T. P. 0., as type 1.

Lewisporte and Shoe Cove T, P, O.
Lewisporte & Fogo T. P. O. for the
former Notre Dame Bay North and
South T. P. O.'s, types 2 and 3.

8t. John's & Lewisporte T. P. O.
former Fogo Dist. T. P. O, type 4.

St. John's & Hopedale T. P. O. for-
merly Labrador T. P. O., type 5.

St. John's, Cook Harbour & Corner
Brook T. P. O, in place of the 8. 8.
Notthern Ranger cancel, type 6.

I understand that Port aux Basques
& North Sydney T. P. O. still exists
but assume this will be in the new
type.

I have not seen the Argentin &
Grand Bank T. P. O, nor the Corner
Brook-Battle Harbour T. P. 0. but
assume that these two cover the for-
mer Placentla Bay T. P, O. and the
Stralts T. P. O. There Is a possibility
of a further T. P. O. between Argen-
tia and Isle of Valen as the S, S,
“Home,"” which covers the Placentia
Bay area, makes alternate journeys
frm Argentia to Grand Bank and Isle

of Valen every two weeks.
Regarding R. P. O.'s:

Clarenville & Bonavista R. P. O.
former Bonavista Ry.—Trans Nos. 11,
23 westbound, Sun. and Tues.; Trains
Nos, 12, 24 eastbound, Mon, and Wed.
(Type 7).

St. John's & Argentia R. P. O. for-
mer Argentia R. P. O.—Trains No. §
westbound and No. 6 eastbound (Type
8).

St, John's & Carbonear R, P, O. for-
mer Conception Bay R. P. O.—Train
No. 7T westbound and No. 8 eastbound
(Type 9).

St. John's & Port aux Basques R.
P. O. as before but as new type—Train
No. 1 westward, Train No. 2 eastward,
Train No, 8, Overland Limited, run-
ning Sundays (Type 10).

As before but with larger letters
(Type 10a).

If any reader can let me know the
actual dates of issue of these cancels,
and whether the Argentia & Isle of
Valen T, P. O, exists, it would be
greatly appreciated by the writer.

SALES TOPICS

S8ome Figures: During the first
quarter of 1960 sales totaled $181.68.
Forty-five books were retired and
$666.18 disbursed to the owners and
the Commission and Insurance A:-
counts.

Some Facts: Since Canada’'s dollar
has gone down 10%, many buyers are
making thelr purchases of stamps In
Canada, taking full advantage of the
situation for their own and their col-
lection’s benefit. This means that the
dealers in the U. 8. will have to cut
their lists accordingly If they want to
meet this competition.

Some Facts and Figures: It was
necessary for me to refuse 11 books
for circulation due to the owners hav-
ing ignored the present monetary sit-
uation. The prices asked were not in

keeping with the times, and rather
than send material to our members
which was higher priced than was
warranted, I returned the books un-
circulated, When opricing books for
entry, please remember—If you are in
Canada, you will be paid in U. 8, funds
for your material; and if you are in
the U. 8., remember that your books
will be circulated In Canada too, and
you must be prepared to meet the com-
petition of the 90c Dollar.

There are still plenty of blank books
on hand, 6 for 25c postpaid. Get some
and send in your duplicates for cash
gale,

HAROLD R. MEYERS

101 West 60th St.

New York 23, N. Y.
KEEP THE CIRCUITS MOVING!!!

vertising space in this volume.
to reserve your spacé now.

ANNOUNCING THE 1950 YEARBOOK

The 1950 edition of the BNAPS Yearbook wlll be combined with the
September number of BNA TOPICS, according to present plans. Full
details and advertising rates will be printed in June TOPICS.
meantime all members and dealers are urged to consider reserving ad-
The Editor of TOPICS wlll be pleased

In the
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What's in the Mail

A very nice letter from the Editor
thanking me for the column. Imagine
that! Gordon, I thank you for taking
over on such short notice and, doing
such a swell job, I know the concern
and anxiety that goes along with ev-
ery issue you send the printer and 1
know the best relief for that anguish
—plenty of material to publish. I sin-
cerely appeal to you members to help
make Gordon's jobh easler—to help
Gordon make BNA TOPICS the best!

—_—

Canadian News Letter, No. 21, Feb.,
1950, issued by F. Jackson, 54 Eden-
field Rd.,, Rochdale. Here's a 4-pager
by BNAPSer ¥. Jackson that's just
chock full of news and information
about Canada. F'rinstance, “Mr, Mac-
askie (#638) is back with us in this
issue having sent along some more
lists of Varieties for you, Talking of
varieties, does anyone know anything
about the 1§12 le¢ Green with 'CAN-
ADA’ In block letters? This Is meén-
tioned in the 1st edition of Jarrett,
one copy being known in the yellow
green shade but 1 now have a copy of
this in the blue green shade, the block
letters apparently being due to :he
ink being stripped from the printing
plate. Any dope on this will be very
welcome as neither Boggs, Marler or
Holmes mention it in thelr more recent
works.” See what I mean? Drop a note
to Mr. Jackson and learn how you can
procure copies of his magazine,

Bob Duncan writes to tell us that
he had a letter from Dr, J. Armand
Gelinas, 190 Milk St., Fitchburg, Mass.,
telling that he would like to start a
“Small Queen Study Group.” This
project portends unlimited mutual
pleasures to collectors and students
of these lssues and I'd sure like ro

know that Dr, Gelinas recelves loads ,

of replies, We've seen evidence of the
progress bheing made by the “P. E. I.
Study Group” and there's no dount
this new group will he equally suc-
cessful, These Groups are the best
means of collectors of similar inter-
ests developing and expanding their
knowledge. Let's have more and let's

By JACK LEVINE

help them grow after we've helped

get them started.

BNAPSer Ray Menendian drops us
a note from Florida telling us that he
attended a stamp meeting there and
saw to it that everyone present Kknew
all about BNAPS....H. E. Canham,
#7177, sends us a copy of the first Year-
book of the Regina Philatelic Society
s0 we can add any non-members'
names to our malling list....R. W. T.
Lees-Jones, England's well. known
student and authority of Canada, asks
if any member will be kind. enough to
try to locate a catalogue of the lst Re-
ford Sale for him. If you ecan, please
send it to me and I'll-forward....Les-
lie Mitchell, on his trip to Illinois,
made it a “must” to stop over at the
Meyersons to see their prize winning
collection of Newfoundland....I won-
der if a Meyerson will allow me to
make an announcement in this column
.oune word yet from Alex MacMaster
on that “big happening” in Vancouver
—let me know as soon-as, will yuh?...
I sure thought and hoped that Letter
to the Editor about having ‘“Identifi-
cation Pins"” would evince loads of
favorable opinions—what say, wouldn't
vou like one?....Bill Kemp writes that
the Collectors’ Club of Montreal re-
cently held a “Sixpenny Night” and
over 80 copies were shown by only 5
members!—and one forgot. his lald
paper copies. Common stuff, eh?....
A get-well wish for BNAPSer Albert
H. Ward of Ottawa who is hospital-
ized. - ot

Every now and then in this column
we're going to offer some ideas and
thoughts that come to mind. One that
has been with us for quite some time
is the conferring of Fellowships on
BNAPSers—BNAPS-Fellow! We 'feel

‘we don’'t have.to enter into long dis-

cugsion and explanation of what the
title, when conférred, implies, We want
your opinion on the matter regarding
the advisability of considering the
proposal, If such it should he. We'
have many more ideas so let's really’
discuss them as they are introduced.

BNAPS All!

3,
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BNAPEX 1950 COMMITTEE MESSAGE

The Philadelphia Group, your host at the 1950 Convention wishes to
bring to the membership-at this time a brief outline of what is being
planned to make your visit to our city one to be remembered.

THE HOTEL

Located in the‘.heart' of Philadelphia, The Benjamin Franklin s rated
among the best in _this country. All conveniences are at hand to make
vour stay a pleasant one. ;

o 1 S o
.

THE EXHIBITION i

An uppn u:mmtition shm\ Wfth all exhibits competing against each
other. . Fighty frames in the hreaut‘fu]ly appointed Franklin -Room—well
I‘“hted a.‘ﬂd ventilated

THE AWAnns

The Grand Award: A trophy dbonated by the Niagara Frontier Group.
First ‘Award: A Gold Medal. "
Second Award: A Silver Medal
Third Award: A Brorze Medal.
The Novi e Award:*A trophy donated by the New York Group. Any
at eollection which has never won an award in a national or in-
ternatiana_} showis eligible to compete for this trophy.

o

THE BOURSE

Jight dealers to fill your philatelic needs.

THE JUDGING
To belhandled by men well versed in all phases of B. N. A. philately.

THE BANQUET

" To be hald in the Betsy Ross Room on Saturday evening, at which
‘time the wward.s will b«, presented. "2
LY . - e

THE BUSINESS MEETmc
To bhe held In the Betsy fs‘.nsa Room on ‘sund.ay

: A
FOR THE LADIES * . ' g

The Benjamin Frapklin is in the heart of the seledt shopping district.
Independence Hall, 'Carpenterq Hall, Thé Betsy Ross House and many
other points of interedt are within wa.lking distance of the hotel, Conduct-
ed tours can be arrdanged.

Don't forget the dates: Sept. 29th, 30th, Oct. 1st, 1950. Make your
plans now for a time that will long be remembered. "
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POSTAL HISTORY OF RED RIVER,
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

By DR. MURRAY CAMPBELL

The following is the substance of a talk given by the author to the Mani-
toba Historical Society on November 22, 1949. Dr, Campbell is a member of
the Canadian Philatelic Society and the Winnipeg Philatelic Society.

(Continued from page 77)

PART TWO

It would appear from the first mo-
tion that the Company malils via St.
Peters had been abandoned, but Char-
les Cavileer, who was connected wilh
the Pembina post office from 1851 un-
til 1884, says: “The Hudson's Bay
Company, before the establishing of
the Crow Wing route, always sent spe-
clal messengers every spring and fall
to St. Paul with their mail from their
outposts in the North and Northwest
consisting of a thousand or more let-
ters or packages.” The post office at
#t. Paul was opened in 1846 and that
at Crow Wing in 1852. Cavileer made
these remarks about 1890 and they
are not consistent with any other
statements I have seen. I think nis
memory played him false as it did
with other things, and he was probably

recollecting Company mails of later
dates,

The Council of Assiniboia having
done nothing more, the settlers took
things into their own hands and es-
tablished an unoffleial maill sometime
in 1868. Ross corregpondence throws
considerable light on this, althoush
I have been unable to ascertain who
acted as postmaster, Could it have
been Mr. Corbett? Willam Ross, writ-
ing to his brother in Toronto on No-
vember 4, 1853, states: “. . . now a
likellhood we will have a regular
monthly mail. We have subscribed a
sum of 60 pounds to ald the Yankee
to carry the malil for one year. Adam
Klyne is to make the first trip. Ile
starts tomorrow and is moreever llke-
ly to get the contract.”

‘This letter reached St. Paul on No-

MAP LEGEND
Note:—For the purposes of clarity this map Is diagrammatic and not geograph-

ically accurate.

Route to York Factory

Red River Settlement

Pembina

Red River

Bois de Sioux

St. Peters River (Minnesota R.)
St. Peters Settlement.
Mississippl River

Prairie du Chlene

Chicago

Possible Chicago-Montreal route,
1819 letters

Winnipeg Rliver

Lake of the Woods

Rainy River—southern summer
route—between 11 & 14
Northern winter route—between
11 & 14

14. Rainy Lake (Lac la Pluie)

16. Hudson's Bay Post

16. Seine River

17. Sturgeon River

18. Kaministiquia River (Dog River)
19, Fort Willlam

- 00 e P

.

.S"."'

w00 -3,
. -

[
(PR
A

(-
=

20. Lake Nipigon

21,  Ple

22, Michipicton

22a. Sault Ste. Mary (Marie)

23. Lake Nipissing

23a. Collingwood and Collingwood
Harbor

23b. Penetanguishene

28c¢. Barrie

24, Ottawa River

25. Lachine

26. "Cart Route” or “Wood Route"—

Pembina to Crow Wing

27. “Winter Route” to Crow Wing
via #28 & #20

28, Red Lake

29, Leech Lake

30. Fort Abercrombie

31. Crow Wing Village—Fort Riplay
(few miles south)

32. Sauk Rapids—St.
miles south)

33. Fort Snelling (St. Paul)

34, Georgetown

Cloud (few
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vemier 28 and Toronto December 16,
and is one of the first of some 45 let-
ters (which I have had the opportun-
ity of reading) addressed to James
Ross in Toronto by hig friends and
relatives in Red River between 1853
and 1858, Most of these were sent via
the United States, but a few were
carried by the Company packets, eith-
er to Lachine or to Sault Ste. Marie
according to the postmarks, and there
placed in the regular malils. One s
marked Mosa, U. C. (now Wardsville),
at that time (1853) the western “end
of steel” in Canada. (See Fig. 2, page
111).

Another envelope containing a let-
ter from Bishop Anderson and post-
marked Lachine is linen-lined, most
unusual in those days. From Sault
Ste. Marie the letters went via Lake
Huron, Barrie and Penetanguishene or
Collingwood Harbour. In 1854 two let-
ters from Toronto were sent “Via
Pembina,” and two addressed to Al-
exander Ross from England in 1849
were sent via York Factory. (See Fig.
3, page 111).

The settlers’ private mail (1. e., that
via the United States before February
1865) was taken by the runner to the
point at which it would make the best

connection with an outgoing Eastern -

madil, sometimes—according to post-
marks—to St. Paul, sometimes to Fort
Ripley, at least once to Swan River,
Minn. Territory; two or three timas
to Pembina and probably on occasign
to Crow Wing, or Saulk Rapids,
though there are no postmarks of
these offices in the Ross correspond-
ence, (See Fig, 4, page 112).

Incorrect History

Speaking of this period, James Har-
grave, in his book “The Red River,”
written in 1869, says this mail was
taken to “Fort Ripley, then the most
advanced of the United States post
=offices” and *“in 1857 the American
Government established an office at
Pemhina—and carried malil to that
place once a month” With the excep-
tion of the last ten words, these state-
ments are almost certainly incorrect,
and yet they are quoted in an official
report of an Inspector of Canadian
Post Offices in 1881. According to the
officlal list of post offices in Minne-
sota Territory, in which the village

was at that time situated, the Pem-
bina post offize was opened in May
1850, and letters of this correspond-
ence are postmarked there as early as
February 1854, When William Ross
was offieially appointed postmaster on
February 28, 185656, by the Couneil of
Assinlbola, it was moved ‘that a
monthly mail be established between
this settlement and PEMBINA." (See
Fig. 5, page 112).

Three letters of November 14, 1854,
throw more light on the private mails,
(1) “We have received yourg of the
9th of September by adam Klyne of
the 30th of October. A collection was
made for carrying the malil to St
Paul's during the winter—the sum of
60 pounds was collected—we will be
able to make five trips so that during
the winter we may expect to have let-
ters regularly—all letters will be pre-
pald,” (l.e, the American’'postage 1o
Canada.) (2) “The Packet for St. Paul
is to go tomorrow. Last year all let-
ters had to be sent by the regular
mall on paying a certain subscription.
I neglected subscribing soon (enough)
and when I wished-to do so found the
subscription too high so that I could
not send a letter off under 5/- and
therefore I sent none.” (3) "Gulle suc-
ceeds him.” (e, Klyne as mail car-
rier). '

It would appear from these and oth-
er references, that Klyne's contract
called for the delivery of the mails to
St. Paul's and not Fort Ripley, but us
has been seen there was great varia-
tion in his actual point of contact with
the United States mail. “Gulle” was
Roger Goullais, who carried Red River
malls for many years. South bhound
malls from Pembina were irregular in
the early 1850's and that is why the
Red River mail carrier usually had to
go to a more distant point to make
contact with the United States malil.

It is curious that Sir George Simp-
son, at the Company Enquiry in 1857,
when asked: “Is there a regular post
maintained by the settlers between
Red River and Pembina?— repled:
“No, there is no regular post; at least
I am not aware that there is" And
again: “Is there any provision made
by the Governor and Councll of Assin-
ibola for transmission of a letter from
Assinibois itself to the frontier?"—"1
think not.” As noted above, the regu-
lar official mall had been established
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Fig. 2—An envelope sent via the Hudson's Bay Express as far as Sault Ste.
Marie where it was placed in the Canada mails. It enclosed a letter written by
Bishop Anderson, the first Bishop of Rupert's Land. It is backstamped Pene-
tanguishene. N

. Fig. 3=The “linen-lined” envelope referred to in the article. It was car-
ried by the H. B. C. Express to Lachine as shown, backstamped Kingston, Dee.
29, and Toronto Jan. 1/56. It shows a first year usage of the registration rnark
in Canada. :



Fig. 4—A cover of the settler’s private mail. The “R. R. Nov. 15" was in-
scribed by the writer. “Swan River, M. T.”, “Dec. 7" and “Paid 10" are all in
ine same handwriting. The exchange mark was probably stamped in St. Paul
or perhaps Chicago. It is backstamped at Windsor (indistinct date) and Tor-
onto Dec. 21/54.

Fig. 5—Although William Ross was not officially appointed until Feb. 28, he
sent his first mail as postmaster Feb. 10—as shown by this cover, which may
Le op:uli::cnd a “first day,” The exchange mark appears to have been stamped
at Pembina. O
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The Summer Route

In summer the mall was carried to

Pembina and then across “the Plains”
via the “Wood Route,” Tamarac River,
Red Lake River, Snake River, Otter-
tail Lake, Crow Wing River and down
the Misgigsippi. In the “Narrative of
the Canadian Red River” (published
1860) a meeting with the mail, Octo-
ber 14, 1857, is described by the au-
thor, Henry Hind. “Near Pine (Tam-
arac) River we met ‘The Mail' borne
on the back of a half-breed, who was
aecompanied by ‘a boy 15 or 16 years
old carrying the blankets and cooking
utensils. The mail bearer was ill and
had not eaten food for two days .
He carried the malil in a large leather
bag, by means of a strap passing
around his head—he had been 15 days
coming from Crow Wing. (About 280
miles).”

He also speaks of Roger Goullais.
“Seratching River joins the main
stream 87 miles from Fort Garry. The
postman who carried the mail between
Pembina and the settlements lives here
and has established an apology for a
tavern and a ferry.”

In winter, the mail was carried via
Thieving (Thief) River at its mouth
at Red Lake River, then to Red Lake,
Cass Lake, Leech Lake to Crow Wing
River and Crow Wing Village. (See
map—-"Winter Route.”) This informa-
tion about the routes was gleaned from
an address given to this Society by Dr.
John Schultz in 1894 and from the
recolléctions of Charles Cavileer (Pem-
bina postmaster mentioned previous-
ly). In this instance memories served
well, as a map in Hind's book outlines
these routes as described by Schultz
and Cavlleer.

Captain Palliser, an English explor-
er, thus describes Pembina on July 25,
1857: “It is here that the P. O. for R.
R. 8. and other parts of the H. B.
Companies’ territories is established,
as further conveyance of letters from
this place is entirely a private act at
the expense of the Company, and
forms no part of any postal system.
The arrangement for the safe and
speedy delivery of letters did not seem
at all suitable to the magnitude of the
concerns which were committed to the
care of the person in chargle. The post-
master (Joe Rolette) himself was off
to St. Paul's and the sole charge of

attending to postal matters is deputed
to his wife, a half-breed woman, who
gpeaks no language but her native In-
dian., On asking if there were any
letters for us, we were answered by
having the whole collection of letters
given to look over and examine for
ourselves.”

Roulette was discharged from of-
fice in 1861 for inadequate perform-
ance of his dutles., The last letter of
the Ross correspondence to go via
Canada and the Company express was
dated Red River, June 22, 18566, and
though it is marked "“via Lachine” it
iz postmarked Sault Ste, Marle, July
25, and Collingwood Harbour, July 26.
Between these two places it would ne
carried by steamer, perhaps the “Res-
cue.” On December 8, 1856, Rev. John
Black writes to James Ross: “I in-
tended to send your father's will (Al-
exander Ross) by Co.s (H. B. C.) ex-
press but that has been discontinued.”
The winter expresses then had been
stopped—perhaps those of summer as
well—and if so there were no malls
via Canada to Red River between the
middle of 1866 and July 1858 when the
Canadian Post Office Department in-
stituted its mail service between Fort
Willlam and Red River.

P. O, Tth June, 1858,

His Excellency,
The Governor-General in Couneil.

The Postmaster-General has the
honour to report for the consideration
of His BExcellency in Counecil, upon
the memorandum submitted for his
consideration, signed by the Hon. M.
Cameron and others:—That no regular
postal communication exists between
this part of the Province and the Red
River Settlement. That such commun-
jcation is very desirable and that the
present would seem a favourable op-
portunity for establishing it. The a-
mount of revenue to he derived from
the service, it is Impossible to esti-
mate; that it would amount to a con-
giderable sum there is no reason to
doubt, but it is guite impossible, that
it would for a lengthened period at all
approach in amount the sum men-
tioned in the memorandum submitted.
As other interests than those of :he
Post Office Department are intimately
connected with the establishment of
these means of communication the



14

EBNA TOPICS

Postmaster-General does not conceive
that it would be proper to offer an
opinion as to the reasonableness of
the sum mentioned in the memoran-
dum now submitted.

(Sgnd.) Bydney Smith, P. M. G.

However, by July, 1858, a contract
for service had been agreed upon, viz:

P. O. 9th July, 1858.

Captain Thos. Dick,
Toronto.

The Postmaster-General in order to
promote efficiency of the mall serv-
jce to be performed under the Agree-
ment, entered into by Captain Thom-
as Dick, Toronto, for the transport of
the mails to and from Red River, here-
by authorizes Capt. Dick, or his ap-
proved agent, duly employed for the
purpose, to take charge of His Majes-
ty’s mails to be conveyed under the
contract to and from Bruce Mines,
Sault Bte. Marie, Fort Willlam and
Red River.

(8gnd.) W. Griffin.

P. 0. bth November, 1858,
Captain Thos. Dick:

The Postmaster-General being au-
thorized with reference to your appli-
cation regarding the transport of mails
twice a month to Sault Ste, Marie, and
once a month thence to Red River,
with return mails of like frequency—
to contract with you for the same at
the rate of Two hundred and fifty
pounds a month, I am to enquire
whether you are ready to enter into un
engagement for the performance of
the above named authorized rate of
compensation, (This letter refers !o
the winter mails which went via the
“timber route” starting at Penetang-
uishene. The rate between Fort Wil-
llam and Red River was 76 pounds a
trip.)

(Sgnd.) W. Griffin.

P. 0. G, Jan. 8rd, 1859.
Sir George Simpson:

I have communicated to the P. M.
Genl. what you say with regard to
your indisposition to authorize the
Company's officers to hereaflter make
arrangements with the Government
Contractors for forwarding the malls
on the Red River Route and also with

respect to your readiness to treat for
the assumption of a Contract for the
servicing by the Company directly
with the Government. (The Company
principle was to deal directly with the
Governments wherever possible.)

(8gnd.) W. Griffin.

P. 0. G. 9th June, 1859.
Postmasters:

Postmasters and others on the Route
between Collingwood, Sault Ste. Marie,
Fort William and Red River are here-
by notified that the Postmaster Gen-
eral has entered into a contract with
Edward Maltby Carruthers, Esq., of
Toronto, for the conveyance of the
Mails on Lake Huron and Superior,
and to Red River and back, for the
season 18568, commencing from the 1st
inst., the service to be once a week
between Collingwood and Sault Ste.
Marie, and once a month between
Sault Ste, Marie and the Red River.

(Sgd.) W. Griffin.

Dec, 13, 1859,
E. M. Carruthers:

From this report it would appear
that you have only performed one
through trip to Red River, equal, ac-
cording to contract rate, to $500.00,

(Sgd.) W. Griffin.

P. O. G, 11 Jan. 1860.

Governor General in Counell:
Although the Red River Mail serv-
fce has thus failed of satisfactory per-
formanece on the part of the Contract-
or, malls were nevertheless forwarded
under the sanction of the Department,
by other parties who indeed performed
the major portion of the mail serv-
ice during the season. (Captain Dick.)

Council of Assiniboia, Mar, 18, 1859:

“The Bishop of Rupert's Land gave
notice that he should at the next meet-
ing of the Councll, move, that the
sum of 2000 pounds be granted by the
Council to meet a similar sum ralsed
by the settlers to assist in opening
up communization with Canada by the
Lake of the Woods." This Is puzzling
because the mails from Canada were
monthly at this time, although Cap-
tain Dick had just lost his contract
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and the Red River may not have been
aware of the new arrangements,

The Obituary of Capt. Wm. Kennedy,
Free Press, Jan. 27, 1890:

“At that time (1856-1857) there was
a great desire in Hastern commercial
eireles to establish a mail route be-
tween Toronto and Fort Garry through
Canadian territory, Captain Kennedy
was entrusted with the transportation
of mails—after a couple of trips the
route was abandoned owing to wvar-
icus disadvantages.,” Is this correct,
and if so was Captain Kennedy the
mail carrier for the one trip perform:d
by E. M. Carruthers? Or Kennedy may
have been associated with the North-
West Transit Company of Toronto
which was given a contract to deliver
four monthly mails to Red River start-
ing June 21, 1860, Regarding the first
mail of 1860, A. S, Morton states:
“, . . the next summer mall arrived
*in the Settlement June 24, 1860 (July
247y It was carried by five men and
consisted of four newspapers. An eari-
fer mail from St. Paul brought in 252
letters and 230 newspapers.”

A government document dated Feb-
ruary 18, 1861, relating to postal com-
munications with the Red River men-
tions the claim of Messrs, Moffatt for
repayment of $7,500 expended by them
in opening a road to Red River.
Twelve thousand dollare was author-
ized and probably all spent on the Red
River mail service in 1858-1859.

“The Nor'Wester” of Jan. 28, 1860,
(Red River newspaper):

THE POST OFFICE

“The year 1858 witnessed a new
feature in the postal arrangements of
the country. In that year the Canadian
Government authorized the convey-
ance of mails to and from the settle-
ment, via Fort Willlam. Since that
time, therefore, and up to the begin-
ning of the present winter, we have
had two lines of mail communication—
one through American and one through
British territory. The former has hith-
erto on the whole given great satis-
faction, and we doubt not the latter
will also give satisfaction, after some
more experience of the route and its

requirements. In June 1859, the two
lines together brought in 713 papers
and 400 letters, besides a number of
magazines and reviews, The last mall,
which arrived on the evening of the
19th instant, brought in 880 newspa-
pers and 210 letters. This is the largz-
est number of papers ever brought in
by single mail, The number of letters
is smaller than by previous mails; but
there will of course be a fluctuation.
Our malls are only monthly. We may,
it is true, send to Pembina twice a
month; but as there is but a monthly -
mail from there, the arrangement s
but unsatisfactory. L.et us have a gen-
uine fortnightly mail. There was one
from July 18568 to July 1859; why was
it given up?

“The outgoing mail on the 28th un-
timo conveyed 350 letters and a large
number of newspapers. As that was
the first instance of newspapers being
sent abroad from this settlement, .t
will mark an important era in the his-
tory of the Red River post office.”

The difficulties of the route, the ap-
parent unwillingness of the H. B. C.
to co-operate, the length of time taken
to deliver the mails, perhaps political
considerations, and above all the cost,
brought this interesting experiment to
an end.

P. O. D, Sep. 28, 1860.

Angus D. .M&icﬁ-onnell, Esq.,
Sec.- N. W, Transit Co,
Toronto,

Sir: In reply to your letter of the
21st inst, I am.directed by the Post-
master General to inform you that
it is not intended to maintain during
the coming winter a mall service to
Red River.

(Sgd.) Bdwin King.

(To be concluded next month)

JET MAIL—A total of 15,000 let-
ters were carried on the first Inter-
national flight of a Canadian jet-liner
on April 18, from Toronitg to New
York.
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Bringing Wews #hout People am!Sz‘amfu

For the benefit of those who corres-
pond relative to items appearing in
this column, I wish to give my new
address since I have had a change of
pastorate. My new address is 1477 Lo-
cust Street, Dubugue, Iowa. I find
that I have one lone BNAPSer in Du-
bugue in the person of Harry A. Brad-
ley #86. Perhaps between Harry and
myself we can swell the numbers!

BNAPS

BNAPSers will be interested Lo
learn that the Canadian Broad:casting
Corporation is giving philately a boost
with a regular trans-Camada broad-
ecast on Saturdays at 12:30 p.m. de-
voted to stamp collecting. The CBC
Stamp Club has Del Mott, CBC staff
announcer as the narrator. For the
running of the show Douglas Patrick
is president, George Metealfe junior
vice-president, Ian Reid producer, and
Martha Patterson script. Sounds good,
and especially with CAPEX in 1951,

BNAPS

Sure enough the overprint varieties
of the new O.H.M.S. are beginning to
show up. W. R. Kinsey, 2104 Whita-
ker Street, Temple City, California, re-
ports that he has a pair of the new
$1 wvalue Canadian stamp, with one
showing the period missing after the
“8” of “O.H.M.8." Here is a new field
for those collectors with a yen {or
specialization.

BNAPS

Here is an item that may interest
many, I have received a listing from
BNAPSer John Siverts #59 stating
that he has extra copies of “BNA
TOPICS"” which he would like to trade
for copies he needs to complete his
file. He wants Vol. I, #11, Vol. IV,
#6. He has as duplicates Vol. I, #3,
7, 8 and 9, Vol. III, #1, Vol. IV, #4,
Vol. V, #3. Here iz a chance for some
of you to help and receive. Write him
at 3012 Humboldt Avenue, Minneap-
olls 8, Minn.

BNAPS

By Rev. John S. Bain

Best wishes to Jack Levine and his
new column “What's In The Mail"
With the ex-editor now a fellow col-
umnist the competition should be keen.
However Jack Levine is still one up
on us, as the new masthead of “TOP-
ICS" lists him as *"“Associate Editor,”
while yours truly is a “Contributing
Editor.”

BNAPS

Here is one for the record. The fol-
lowing inscription was found in an A,
P. 8. Circuit book: “Due to the mark-
ed propensity of Canadian stamp gum
to stick to the album, all these stamps
have had their gum removed.” Sure
enough, examination proved this to be
true; every mint had its gum removed,
I noted particularly certain issues and®
I can report that I never had trouble
with any modern Canadian stamps
sticking. What about other BNAPS-
ers?

Nérthwest Federation Exhibition

The Northwest Federation of Stamp
(lubs will hold an exhibition on May
28, 29 and 30 in the American Legion
Bldg., 1130 8. W. 13th Avenue, Port-
land, Oregon. This show is open to
all collectors wesiding in Oregon,
Washington, British Columbia, Idaho
and: Alaska. Many BNAPS members
are also members of the Federation;
in fact the two top awards went last
year to BNAPSers.

700

Copies of BNA TOPICS aredis-
tributed each month to B. N. A.
collectors. Take advantage of
this opportunity to reach the
collectors who are especially
interested in what you have to
sell or want to buy.

W—-M - g
@
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Plan To Attend

BNAPEX 1950

* % Kk X

2nd Annual Convention and Exhibition

of the
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
* Kk Kk %

BENJ. FRANKLIN HOTEL
Philadelphia, Pa.

September 29, 30, October 1, 1950
* % * %

The Philadelphia Group

Host to the Soclety
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Tnadl of the Canibony

By Freres Meyerson

L]

In the March issue of the TRAIL, we
mentioned one of the lots from the
forthcoming Reford Sale, It was de-
scribed as an 8d. rose, Scott #22, used
cn plece during 1864, Well, the sale
has been here and gone, In fact the
sale was completed tefore the March
issue went to press. As was to be ex-
pected, we bought the lot with the
fond belief and expectation that we
now had conclusive proof that the 8d.
rose had been sold over the counter
and that it had been postally used pri-
or to the time when Newfoundland
changed over from the pence and shil-
ling currency to cents and dollars,
Alas and alack, we are stlll looking
for the aforementioned conclusive
proof. A close examination of the piece
in question revealed the fact that it
was a combination of two pleces ex-
pertly joined together. The stamp with
an appropriate cancellation was on one
piece and the circular “Kings Cove,
Ju. 9, 1864" postmark was on another
piece. The paper matches exactly and
even the watermark in the paper
matches up but the fact remains that
the stamp and postmark are on two
separate pleces and while it may be
entirely legitimate and bonafide, it
doesn’'t supply us with that clncher
that would enable us to say that the
stamp In question does exist in post-
ally used condition used during the
time that the stamp was current.

We spent a very interesting evening
with Les. Mitchell, BNAPS #535, from
Blackpool, England. He had just land-
ed on these shores and was en route
to the Mid-West in the company of
the very charming Mrs, Mitchell. No,
we regret to say that Mrs. Mitchell is
not a collector! A few of us, Including
Arthur Moll, Ken Minuse, Harry YLus-
sey, Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Meyerson
went over to the Collectors’ Club to
look at the BNA material from the
collection of the late Alfred Lichten-
stein, that was belng shown by his
daughter, Mrs. Dale, preparatory to

being taken overseas to be shown at
the forthcoming International Show to
be held in London later this month.

Necdless to say, most of the items
defy description and we are sure that
some of the items we looked at, par-
ticularly the covers, must have been
unique, The Newfoundland exhibit on-
ly consisted of two and a half frames,
but what frames. The first issue of
the scarlet vermilions were truly su-
perb, every copy was represented in
brilliant mint conditfon, The one item
that had all of us drooling was a hori-
zontal palr of the 1/-, with truly
boardwalk margins. As for the bisects,
there were so many of them that they
geemed common, there were bise ts of
the 8d., in every possible combination.
In fact there were even combinations
of bisects on cover. Another item of
particular merit was a cover with three
coples of the 6d. Just imagine, most
collectors spend thelr entire life seek-
ing out just one copy In presentable
condition, and here were three superb
coples used on one cover. The orange
and lake issues were also suitably rep-
resented, but not as profusely as the
scarlet vermilions.

As an anti-climax, we all went back
to our apartment and spent the next
three hours just mulling over our col-
lection and talking stamps. It is
strange when stamp collectors get to-
gether, how the sight of a particular
stamp will bring forth a story. We
had many such occasions and the time
virtually flew by. We were very sorry
to see Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell go and
we hope that they can spend some
more time with us on their way back.
We enjoyed it immensely, we hope
they did. We promised Ies that
we would try to have our TPO's writ-
ten up by the time he gets back, but
we think we will fail him on this
score, the fishing season will be in
full swing by the time this magazine
goes to press and les Freres intend
to put their stamps aside for the
nonce and try to catch some trout.
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Above is reproduced a photograph of one of the gutter blocks of eight
Canada #252 described in TOPICS last month, and offered for sale by BNAPS-

er George 5. Wegg of Toronto.

CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS

By T. B. HIGGINSON, B. N, A, P. 8.

Is there a place in B. N. A. P. 8, for
the collector of Canadian Plate Blocks?
I have been a member for some years
but had almost decided to drop out Dhe-
cause so little has appeared in TOP-
IC'S on this subject. There was a valu-
able article by W. W. Davis in Sep-
tember 1947, but that was a long time
ago. The application form for new
members lists everything from “soup
to nuts"....with the glaring exception
of plate blocks. Why? b,

I have said that I had ALMOST de-
cided to drop out. Just at the psycho-
logical moment, 1 received a letter
from our hardworking Librarian which
made me pause. He suggested that I
write something myself for TOPICS.
1 had never thought of that!

‘This, then, is an attempt to discov-
er what interest in Canadian plate
blocks exists among the B. N. A. P, 8,
membership. Drop me a line—drop the
editor a line—perhaps we can work
up a plate block colle tors’ group.

Juet to start the ball rolling I might
mention that I acquired recently a
complete set of the 1930 half dollar

stamp (Scott F176), Very pretty! 1
would be interested in making a cen-
sus of the number of sets of this
stamp which are extant.

A second point 1 might raise is the
question: How many collectors would
be interested in knowing the numbers
of stamps printed from each plate?
(It would help to determine values for
scarce numbers, I feel sure.) If enough
interest were shown, in the form of
letters to J. R. Carpenter of the Phil-
atelic SBection, Post Office Department,
Ottawa, this information might become
available. I quote from a recent letter
recelved from Mr. Carpenter:

“Your suggestion that the Depart-
ment publish the quantities of postage
stamps printed from each plate Is an
interesting one. However, I cannot say
at this time whether It ean be adopted.
No record of this information has been
kept in the past and to do so would
require a considerable amount of labor
on the part of the Department. This ‘s
the first suggestion of this nature we
have recelved, Before any action is
taken to secure this Information, I be-
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lieve steps should be taken to deter-
mine the amount of interest th!s in-
formation would be to collectors.”

If writing to Mr. Carpenter, why not
mention the need for a llst of plates
avallable from his Department. It
would save a lot of trouble If one
knew that Plate 4 of the 10¢ War Is-
sue wasn't available, to mention but
one example. (Instead of ordering a
sheet of it, and getting your money
back some time later.)

In closing, I would like to thank Mr.
Duncan for his kindly interest. He
gets Presldential Awards for bringing
in new members, and now he is work-
ing to keep them from dropping out!

Registration Stamp, 12x111%
Dear Sir: About ten years ago 1 re-

celved a number of Registration
stamps from England. Among these
were two 2¢ Regilstration stamps per-
forated 12x11%. One of these is mint
and the other has the "“Registered”
cancellation. Perhaps if BNAPSers
were to look around, enough of these
“non-existant” stamps would be lo-
cated to justify its recogmition.

GEO. 8. JOHNSON

Dear Sir: Yes, the 2c¢ Reglstration
Stamp certainly does exist perf. 12x
11%. Mr. Lloyd of London and my-
gelf have been hunting these for a long
time, We have both measured up large
quantities of the 2c value and we have
a very good showing of 12x11% perfs.

Mr. N. 8. Bond is the first, I believe,
to have this variety mentioned in
print, but it was Mr. Fred Jarrett in
his 1929 “Canada” who first gave us
the ildea it might exist. Unfortunately
I do not possess a copy of this book
but I think I am right In stating he
listed 2¢ Registration 11/4x12 with a
large “?" after it. Of course on a
stamp wider than i Is long, the pert.

would come the other way around,
12x11%.

As to its rarity, I should say it 1s
a little difficult yet to say. The last
1,000 I examined produced two copies
only, one of these with the Ottawa
Crown cancellation. Alas, it was the
only damaged copy in that 1,000, Now
it is known, mayhbe we should know
more as to its rarity. Possibly there
are other collectors who, having found
this, have been hunting for further
coples. Perhaps the Editor can per-
suade some of the hundreds of mem-
bers of BNAPS on your side of the
Atlantiec to write to TOPICS about
|

I might mention there are one or
two very nice re-entries to be found
on the stamps with the 12x113§ perf.

GEO. R. C. SEARLES
Folkestone,
Kent, England.

Information on “Canadiana”

Dear Sir: In February TOPICS, Rev,
Bain in his column, “Bringing News
About People and Stamps,” asks for
information about a Canadian phila-
telic publication, "Canadiana,” which
he had seen mentioned in an old list
of philatelic magazines published in
1910.

“Canadiana” was published in 1909
by O. H. Tielmans. One volume of 12
numbers was published, the first i)
at Mariahilf, Grenfell, Assiniboia, N.
W. T, and the last number at Win-
nipeg, Manitoba. It was printed on
very poor paper, without covers, size
9x12 inches, bilingual (English and
French). The contents covered maga-
zines and papers as well as stamps.

T have the last six numbers in my
I¥orary, but the earlier issues are still
on my “want list.”

R. J. DUNCAN,

DEADLINE—Members are reminded
that deadline for copy for TOPICS s
15th of the month previous to publi-
cation,
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As we have all seen the recent note in TOPICS regarding a coming exhibit
at the Museum in Philadelphia, I wish to advise you that the date of the exhibit
has been cancelled for the time being. After discussing this with Mr., Bernard
Davis, of the Museum, we decided that the short time involved would not per-
mit us to put on the proper affair that we would like to have., Then too, our
convention will take place in Philadelphia later this year, so the result has been
that the B. N. A. P. 8, exhibit is scheduled for next year, 1951. More details
will be announced from time to time, and all of our members will have time to
prepare for it. I wish to take this means to thank Mr. Davis for all his consid-
eration, and we will go all out to have a nice exhibit next year.

Hardly a week goes by, but what the malil bringe a letter from two or more
of the Convention boys in Philadelphia....fellows....they are going to give
you a bang-up convention! HAVE YOU MADE YOUR ARRANGEMENTS TO
BE THERE? 1f not, do so without delay. The Philly boys will be glad to be
of service to you in this regard. We're all hoping to see you. By the way,
they are also in need of further support toward the “patron's” fund....we will
be glad to have your help,

Last year at Buffalo, our exhibit was quite satisfactory in as much as it
was our first one, the number of frames was gratifying, but the number of ex-
hibitors should have been greater., May 1 say that your pages are handled
very carefully by the committee. I can assure you that they feel as much as
you, the owner, of theilr worth and don't care to take any chances for their
safety. It is very little trouble to ship your material, and after it leaves your
nands, it is handled, mounted, and arranged as well as could be done if you
were at the exhibit. "Then too, your showing has every chance to take an

awanrd!
RICHARD P. HEDLEY

Stetekes
| of BN

LAURENCE D. SHOEMAKER

Mr. Laurence D. Shoemaker, the
well-known American phllatelist, waa
born in Defiance, Ohio, about 50 years
ago and is now retired. He was the
former owner of a large dry goods and
ladies’ ready-to-wear concern and
“sold out" a few years ago.

“Larry,” as he is unlversally known,
has collected stampsa since he was a
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small boy and started colle:ting Can-
ada as his number one hobby in 1828,
He specializes in the “Sinall Queens
1870-97" and his collection of this ‘s-
sue is one of the finest on the con-
tinent. He is the owner of one of
Canada's most beautiful “combination”
covers, the 2c Large Queen with the
dc Emall Queen perforated 1214x12%5.
This magnificent plece is illustrated
in Boggs' book, page 278§,

. In 1941 he wrote an article on the
3¢ 8mall Queens which was printed
in “Stamps” of March 8th of that
year, and which is a classle. An ad-
ditional article on the same subject
appeared in “Stamps’” in the April 6
issue of 1949, Incidentally, the latter
article required over five years of
study and research in the material :n
his own collection .and in the colleec-
tions of Dr. Day of Pittsburgh and
the late Dr. Reford of Montreal. Oth-
er articles by Mr. Shoemaker appea-ad
in “The American Philatelist” in 1941
and 1942,

nna
i 5

. Pletured above is the design created
by Edward J. Whiting for the seal

and cachet for BNAPEX 1950. This
miniature work of art is described “y
the artist as follows:

“Larry” was Chairman of the Mem-
bership Committee of the American
Philatelic Soeclety for three years dur-
ing which time 5662 members were
added to the Soclety. At the preseut
time he is Chairman of the Finance
Committee. He is also a Governor of
the B. N. A. P, 8., Past President of
the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club of
Cleveland, member of the Toroato
Stamp Collectors’ Club and was a Re-
gional Vice President of CIPEX.

Mr. Shoemaker’'s other absorbing
hobby 18 fishing—in the summer at
Collins Inlet, Ontario, and in Florida
during part of the winter. Those of us
who have seen his colored films taken
in Florida waters catching the “big
ones,” sailfish and tarpon, are not
likely to forget the thrilling experi-
ence!

(ED.—As a special feature, Mr. Shoe-
maker's article on the '3c Small
Queens” ls reprinted in this issue,
commencing on page 96.)

- SEAL AND CACHET FOR BNAPEX 1950

“Within the Gothle Arch symboliz-
ing the association of all groups of
British North America stamp collect-
ing appears in the foreground a Car-
ibou representing Newfoundland, look-
ing at the 'Bluenose’ representative of
the Maritime provinces of New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island; while in the background tow-
ers Mount Hurd, representing British
Columbia and Vancouver Island. Ab-
breviations of the names of Canada's
ten provinces will be found in the
small eircles at the top of the side
shading."

Sources of the design are as foi-
lows: The arch is taken from the 1927
Confederation Speeial Delivery issne,
the ecaribou iz from Newfoundland's
be Caribou of the 1931 issue, the “Blue-
nose” of course from Canada's 50c¢
stamp of 1928 and Mount Hurd from
the 10¢ stamp of the same issue.

" The seal will measure approximately
1x1% inches, and the cachet will ve
approximately 3%%x214 inches, Tilling
the entire left side of a standard size
envelope, Further details on the col-
or of the final produ:ts and the man-
ner in which they will be distributed
will appear in a later issue of TOPICS,
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NEW MEMEBERS

540 Fontaine, Peter H., Cross Street, Harwich Port, Mass,

641 Marsales, B. R, West Flamboro, Ont, Canada.

042 Sadler, A, 2060 Metcalfe Street, Montreal 2, Que, Canada

643 Speier, Albert K. 143-50 Hoover Avenue, Jamaica, N. Y.

644 Tuckwell, Ronald W, Ste. B, 287 Flora Avenue, Winnipeg, Man., Canada

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Billings, F. L., 2044 Quilchena Place, Vancouver, B, C., Canada (C) CAN—Mint
postage. 1st flights, Mint alrmails, semi-officlal and on cover. Proposed by
R. J. Duncan, No, 37. Se.onded by H. A, MacMaster, No. 484,

Carson, Mprs. Donald M. 259 McMillan Road, Geosse Pointe 30, Mieh, (CX)
CAN, NFD—Mint & used postage. 18t day & special cachets. Mint & used
airmails, Nfld. town cancel. Proposed by R. J, Duncan, No, 37.

Catterick, James W. 88 West Street, Brampton, Ont, Canada (C) CAN-—10th
& 20th century mint & used postage and used blocks. Colls, Mint & used
airmails. Cancellations (small cents) R. R., Territorial, Flag, 2 & 4 ring.
Proposed by R. J. Duncan, No. 37.

Mehringer, Jerome, 4669a No, 125th St., Butler, Wisc. (C) B. N. A,, all phases,
Proposed by J. Levine. No. 1. 0

McNell, C. Russell, 1283 Edgemount Avenue So.,, Hamilton, Ont., Canada (CX)
CAN, NFD—20th century mint & used postage. and blocks, Mint booklet
panes, Colls, O.H.M.S, Mint airmails, Canadian meters. Proposed by Ed.
GGioodale, No, 115, He onded by H. T. Humby, No., 379,

Philhomer, Charles A., 303 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N. J. (C) CAN—Pre-
stamp and stampless cover. Used airmails. Proposed by J. Levine, No. 1.
Reader, Harry W., 2266 Turner Road, Windsor, Ont,, Canada (C) CAN—Pre-
cancels. Federal & Provincial Revenues. R, R. Cancellations, Proposed by

R. J. Duncan, No. 87.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Bain, Rev. John 8. 1477 Locust Street, Dutmugue, Towa (from Kankakee, 111.)
Binks, B. C., 8560 8. W. Marine Drive, Vancouver, B. C,, Canada

Calder, J. A., 578 Gainsborough Ave. Ottawa, Ont., Canada

Dauplaise, Rene V., Hopkins Hill Road, Washington, R. 1.

Kruger, John, 1619 Athol Street, Regina, Sask, Canada

Lea, William 0., 1215 Seneca Street, Seattle 1, Wash.

Staton, Wesley, Gray, Sask., Canada (from Regina, Sask.)

Veale, E. W. 244 Lorne Street, Kamloops, B. C., Canada (from Merritt, B. C.)

RESIGNATION ACCEPTED
sSonne, C. C., Box 193, Rouleau, Sask., Canada

How About a Plate Block Group?

Fellow plate block collectors—Iis it
possible to organize a study groun
within our Society, to further this
growing phase of our hobby?

Only those who have attempted ‘o
complete all plate numbers and posi-
tions appreciate the real advantage to
be galned through the exchange nf
information such a study group would

afford. Plate block collecting can only
be carried on through exchange with
other collectors (unless one has oodles
of moolah to buy from a dealer). A
study group would assist fellow collec-
tors in this as well.

We have a fine society—this is one
way to make it still better.

F. C. BRICKER.
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NOTES and COMMENTS

Plate Blocks

A short article by T. B. Higginson
on Canadian Plate Blocks, and a mes-
sage from F. C. Bricker on the_same
subject, both appear In this issue of
TOPICS, Both these BNAPSers urge
the formation of a study group for
these lssues within the framework of
BNAPS, The editor would be pleased
to hear from other members who are
interested In this phase of B, N. A.
collecting, and who would like to join
in the formation of such a group.

BNAPSers Win in Toronte

BNAPSer J. Law placed second in
the B. N. A. (General) class at.the
recent exhibition of the North Toronto
Stamp Club, The same member hea.l-
ed the class for Speclalized B. N. A.,
followed by BNAPSer W. Jackson in
second place.

To Exhibit Newfoundland

Member H. A. MacMaster writes
from Vancouver that he has been busy
lately preparing his Newfoundland

By The Editor

collection for emtry in the Northwest
Federation ©Exhibition at Portland,
Oregon, on May 28, 20 amnd 30. This
leading speclalist in the stamps Jof
Newfoundland has promised us an ar-
ticle in the near future.

Seal Collecting

Bert L. Baulch writea In part: *. ..
It may interest you to kmow that there
are many stamp collectors who are
collecting seals as a side issue, par-
ticularly Easter Seals and Christmas
Seals . . . We have had numerous re-
quests from collectors for complete
catalogue data on the Easter Seals so
far lssued in Canada. Incidentally,
some of these seals have already be-
come siarce items.

“That a Canadian National Sepl will
evolve which will be known through-
out Canada in the same manmer In
which the Easter Seal of the Unitad
States is now recognized."

An initial catalogue llsting of Can-
adian Easter Seals by Mr. Baulch and
Chas. Armstrong appeared in March
TOPICS.

8. N. A. P, §. GROUPS
The NEW YORK GROUP meets the 8rd Thursday of each month at the Collec-
tor's Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York City

The PHILADELPHIA GROUP meets the 1st Thursday of each month at 7984
Pickering St., Philadelphia, Pa.

The TWIN CITY GROUP meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 4932 Morgan
Avenue, Minneapolis, Minn.

The NIAGARA FRONTIER GROUP meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month
at 2408 Weston Ave., Niagara Falls, N, Y.



REMEMBER THESE
- NAMES?

John Hall Barron Foster Bond
G. H. Boucher P. C. Litchfield
K. M. Alexander B. McGowan
L. T. Rose-Hutchinson C. D. Desai
The hallmarks of some of the fine
properties we were privileged to han-
dle this season.

After the show many collectors who have spent years bring-
ing their exhibit to pepfection may find there is little more
ttey can add. Our advice to you is to

SELL YOUR EXHIBITION COLLECTION

in the “Connoisseur” Market—which means

AT THE SPECIALISED STAMP SALES

We are now reserving sultable dates in our New Season's
Auction Programme for the sale of such properties and if you
wish to take advantage of our International Auction Service
please let us know as soon as possible the type of property
you would like us to offer for you.

Our Auction Service is operated in London, Bournemouth and
Philadelphia, regular sales being held at each branch—with
Agencies in Melbourne and in Bombay. Thus we ensure the
finest possible market in the world Is secured for all good
class postage stamps and postal historical material.

Whatever your requiramant' vou may bhe confident we will
secure for you

THE BEST NET RESULTS

Send for our Current Auction Cata-
logues and “Review” which will give
you detalls of our International Or-
ganisation and terms of sale.




Sissons’ 1950

B. N. A. Catalogue

A Complete lllustrated 52 page List

CANADA NEWFOUNDLAND
ANG THE PROVINCES

* POSTAGE

* REVENUES

* STATIONERY

* OFFICIALS

* MINT AND USED BLOCKS
* PLATE BLOCKS, Etec.

Price 25¢

(Refundable on $2.00 order)

J N SISSONS

59 Wellington Street West, Toronto 1, Canada




