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Editorial: Shroud III-update
EADERS of recent Topics will know that the shroud refers to the so-called postmaster's provisional of New Carlisle, whose inclusion in
Scott Specialized was the subject of an earlier editorial. This was
followed by the report of the Greene Foundation (in # 4 9 7). The latter
confirmed the common belief of serious students of pre--stamp Canadian
postal history-there is no evidence for the assertion that this item was
preprinted by the postmaster. In other words, at best, the fancy marking is
handstamped, and the cover is not a postmaster's provisional.
I sent e--mails to the editors ofthe Scott and Gibbons catalogues, inquiring
whether the article would cause them to withdraw their listing of the item.
I offered to send them copies of the Greene Foundation article, if they hadn't
seen it. The editor of the Scott catalogue, Mr James Kloetzel, replied in an
e--mail of26 May 2004,

R

We will not be revising this listing at this time. I have a copy of the article.

And from the editor of Stanley Gibbons catalogue, Sir Hugh Jeffries,

'.

The blank space isn't a printer error- I never received a reponse to two e,.
mails (to the address listed for him in their monthly).
Early in the process, I also inquired of the expertizer what techniques
were used to analyze the cover and justify its status as postmaster's provi-sional. I received a reply (from his spouse), with faulty information-to the
effect that the expertizing methods would be exposed in the journal of the
AIEP . Unfortunately, I relayed this in the first editorial on the subject. An
e--mail to the then,.editor, Mr Paolo Vollmeier, revealed this to be incorrectno such article was even in preparation. I have received no other responses
from the expertizer, although one of his offices is in Ottawa.
Lack of action by the cataloguers does not alter the status of the itemit simply provides an example of their non,.responsiveness to independent
opinion. I suggest that they admit they were wrong-they would probably
be held in higher opinion if they do this than if they continue to ignore the
evidence (or the lack thereof)- but I wouldn't hold my breath waiting for
their collective volte face.
I still solicit responses from the people involved.
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Registered and trace mail, I
Earle Covert
HIs article is the first of two dealing with registered and trace mail
since 4 July 1989, when several new services were introduced. These
include security (a high level form of registration), registration (similar
to the us certified mail), proof ofdelivery, signature and confirmation. The first
two will be the subject of this article, and part 1 I will deal with the rest.
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Figures 1. Last day of registration box (3 July 1989)
AR to us.

Sent with

Keywords &phrases: modern registration, trace mail, security
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Figure 3· Late use (domestic) of registration box
The last day of use of the familiar registration box handstamp was 3 July
1989. The multiple back stamps showed the progress from the sender to
recipient. An example of this appears in Figure 1 on an envelope mailed with
AR (avis de reception) from Hay River (NWT) dated3 July 1989 to Califon (NJ).
Figure2 shows the properly handled AR card.
Figure 3 shows a domestic registered cover from Yellowknife to Hay River
(both in the Northwest Territories) on 30 June 1989, Figure4 shows the
properly treated A R card that accompanied it.
Postage for these services was composed of$ 2. 6 7 for registration, 6 5 ¢
AR fee, and first class in Canada 38¢, or to the us 44¢. On 4 July 1989
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April-June 2004
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Figure 4. AR card for cover in Figure 3
the registration service bifurcated into the traditional registration service
called security (later security registered), and an inexpensive "proof of delivery"
service denoted registered. Now we describe the services and their forms.

Security (later Security Registered)
This service was indicated with a wine.-coloured label. It included
(1) Indemnity-in Canada, default of$ 2 5o, up to $5o o o maximum at 3 7 ¢
for each additional $100; to the us, default of $100 up to $1000 at
37¢ per additional $100; and internationally $30 default with no extra
amount available
(2) secure processing- controlled from the time of mailing to delivery)
(3) proof of mailing
(4) signature on delivery- retained for 24 months.
The base cost of security registration to Canadian addresses for lettermail
and parcel mail was $4.70 in addition to any other postal charges. First
class domestic postage at this time was 3 8 ¢ for the first 3 o g. To the us
and International destinations (lettermail, postcards, letter packets, printed
papers, and small packets), security registration cost $3 plus the applica~
ble postage. The delivery status could be determined via a toll.-free (8 o o
number) Automated Enquiry System.
Optional AR (acknowledgement of receipt) was available for 6 5¢ at the
time of mailing to all areas, Canada, the us, and Internationally, on all regis~
tered mail. After mailing, this was available in Canada only, and cost $1.1 o.
Figure 5 shows front and back of a security (registered) item used from
Hay River to New Jersey on 4 July 1989 (first day of the new service). Fig-ure 6 shows front and back of the receipt. The print data on the receipt is
40 - 076 - 064 (89 - 04). Note the receipt incorrectly shows the postage
as $4.70 (not the rate for covers to the us, but the domestic rate). This
BNA'I'opics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004

Registered and trace mail, I

7

~ 0)( 1010

HA'I 'R I ~ E~
Nwl J( o~,_o_
w
_ __

Canada 38

e-.oaa a

w

-r~A IJ
1\L."f'o 1-l
!> ·n.t~·tu.:gflc.l:: ~'04 1>,
12
C ~LII='o~
N:f
v..~ A

A

o1q,-&o

1111111111111111

---·-::.:==--=:.:.:=.:=~

RA 000 944 71X CA

-=::.:::-.:::....

-

,
Figures 5 & G. Security with receipt (4 July 1989)
Print data 89- 04. Hay River to New Jersey.

form was used mainly for training purposes and I have not seen another
one used. The postage on the envelope is correct.
Figure 7 shows front and back of a Security used from Hay River Sub 1
to New Jersey on 4 July 1989. Figure 8 shows front and back of the receipt
The form used for this mailing has print data 40 - 076 - 064 (89-05) .
This shows the correct rate on the receipt.
Figure 9 shows the back of a security cover mailed 5 July 198 9 with A R.
The front and back of the A R card c 5 (Figure 1 o) has the address portion
of the label from the AR label (Figure 9) affixed to the back. With the new
system the AR card was not affixed to the security item on its trip to the
addressee when used within Canada.

Registered
This service used a green label and was only available to Canadian destina.tions. It covered
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2 , April- June 2004
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Figure 7 & 8. Security with receipt (4 July 1989)
With print data 89 - 05; Hay River to New Jersey.

proof of mailing
( 2) processing only through the general mail stream
(3) retrieval from the general mail stream for signature on delivery-retained
for 24 months.
The cost was $2.70 plus all other postal charges. Delivery status could
be determined via the toll free Automatic Enquiry System. For $1 plus the
parcel post fees, the identical service was available on parcels (sent via parcel
post); this included the $100 base indemnity.
Figure 11 shows the front and back of a (new) registered cover sent 4 July
1989 from Hay River to Ancaster (ON). Figure 12 illustrates front and back
of the receipt.
Figure 13 & 14 shows front and back of a registered cover and receipt,
mailed with AR 5 July 1989 from Yellowknife to Hay River. The front and
( 1}
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Figure 9. Security with new address labels
New A R address labels.
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Figure 10.

AR

card with address label from back ofletter in Figure 9

back of the A R card c 5 (the address portion of the AR label from the back of
the envelope shown in Figure 13 appears in Figure 15) affixed to the front of
the ARcs card.

The forms
We will examine the fronts and backs of unused forms. The security (later
security segistered) and the registered forms are composed of three adhering
layers. The top layer or front is wine..- or green..-coloured respectively and
has a self..-adhesive back applied to a middle layer. The middle layer is smooth
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April-June 2004
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(New) registered cover with receipts (4 July 1989)

Hay River to Ancaster oN.

on top (to keep the top layer from adhering to it) and has a self; adhesive back
against a third layer. The third layer is smooth on the front and the back.
The form was die cut either as a solid or roulette line from the front
through one, two or all three parts of the form. The receipt portion was
torn through all three layers, the front filled out, and the back datestamped.
The backing could also be removed from the detached receipt and the self,
adhesive receipt then placed in a registration receipt book (Figure 1 G shows
the front cover and one page). The receipt would then be datestamped.
Th e back layer of the remaining part of the form would then be removed
and the front and middle layers applied to the letter with the "Security"
BNAI 'opics, Volume 61, Nu mber 2, April- June 2004
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Figure 13 & 14· Registered cover & receipt; new AR label on reverse (5 July 1989)
Address portion is shown on AR card in Figure15.

or "Registered" portion applied to the face and the remainder of the form
with the bar coding folded over and applied to the back. These numbers
and bar coding could be peeled off (the front layer) and applied to the "Trace
Mail Data Capture Document" form 4007G- Go7(8g-o7) or ... (93 1o). One sheet was used for the following
( 1) originating
(2) attempted delivery
(3) successful delivery.
Figure 17 shows a "Successful Delivery" sheet from Fort Providence 18 Au..BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April-June 2004
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Figure 15. AR card using address label from reverse of cover in Figure 13
gust 1995· This sheet was then sent to Hay River for scanning into the
national system. The bar codes on the mail itself could be by offices having
scanners without removing bar codes from the mail. The lower bar code
from the security and security registered form was removed from the back
of the letter and applied to the face of items sent outside Canada.

Preprinted registered envelopes
A number of firms and government agencies were permitted to use the
(green) registration service with the "labels" printed on the front and ex,
tending to the upper back of the envelope. All show (possibly with French
and English reversed) REGISTERED/winged logo/RECOMMANDE. There
are several subclasses of these labels.
Plain label (Figure 31)
With a box at bottom of label There is a typed or handwritten number in the
box or at the top of an address label which overlaps the box. In at least one
case the label was a very light bluish green. (Figure 32)
With a box at bottom containing ORIGINAL NUMB ER / NUMERO DE L' ORIGINAL
(Figure33)
With a window showing the number Under the window is printed REGIS,
TERED/RECOMMANDE/OTTAWA. This style was used by Revenue Canada.
(Figure34)
With separate REG ISTERED / Registered #:_ _ (Figure35)

AR labels
For domestic destinations, these labels were placed on t he back of the enve,
lope. They were designed to be peeled off and placed on an AR card at the
destination post office. For international use, they were placed on the AR
card; the latter was attached to the envelope [as had been the practice since late
1921- ed), either the back or the front.
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April-June 2004
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Figure 16. Registration receipt book
Front cover and one page.

There are no numbers on the forms or backs. They are three~layered. The
top has printing on it and has a self~adhesive back; there is a smooth cen-tral layer with a self~adhesive back; and a third waxy layer, with or without
printing on the back.
1YPe1, the first AR label seen (Figure3G), shows AR in pink circles of di-ameter 1Gmm. The label measures 8Gmmx24mm and has square corners
except for slight rounding at the ends of the roll. The AR portion of the
label is die~cut from the remaining address portion. The labels touch each
other (die~cut apart) and are arranged two wide in a long fan ~folded strip.
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Security and security registered forms
Figure
18
19
(3)
20
21
22

Form date
89-04
89- os
89- 05
89-os
89- 08
89- 10

Title (on front)
(1)
SECURITY;SECURITE
SECURITY/R/SECURITE
SECURITY/R/SECURITE
SECURITY;R;SECURITE
SECURITY REGISTERED/R/ (4)
SECURITY REGlSTERED/R/ (4)

Back
blue
blue (2)
blue (2)
black(2)
black
black

Comments
recreated (scarce)
"Canada Postes" 34mm
"Canada . . . Postes" 3Gmm
"Canada .. . Postes" 36mm
English corrected
English corrected
(S)

All forms have print data 40- 076- 604 (YY- MM). All are wine~coloured.
(1) Title, as seen on the front of envelope.
(2) Error in English text: "Identified" instead of"Indemnified". Fi.gure24 shows both error
and correction.
(3) Virtually identical to that in Figure 19.
(4) Third line reads SECURITE RECOMMANDE.
(5) Positions altered of numbers beside and above bar codes.

Registered forms
Figure
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Form date
89- 04
89 - os
89- os
89- 08
90 - 01 (2)
90 - 01 (2)
90- 01 (2)

Title (on front)
(1)
REGISTERED;RECOMMANDE/logo
REGISTERED!RECOMMANDE
REGISTERED/RECOMMANDE
REGISTERED/logo/RECOMMANDE
REGISTERED/logo/RECOMMANDE
REGISTERED;logo;RECOMMANDi
REGISTERED;logo/RECOMMANDE

Back
blue
blue (1)
black
black
black
black
black

Comments

"Canada . . . Postes• 41 mm
"Canada ... Postes" 44mm
"Canada . .. Postes" 52mm

(1) Error in English text "Identified" instead of "Indemnified" (Figure 24.
\l) Th.ere are th.ree <1\fferent fonts used tor th.e seri..a\ numbers on the 90-01 labels.

The type 2 label (Figure 3 7) displays A R in pink circles 13 mm in diameter.
It measures 81mmx47mm with rounded corners. There is a die cut across
the upper left corner but otherwise the reminder of the front of the label
is in one part. The labels are separated from each other on a 112 mm wide
waxy continuous backing with tractor feed holes at each side. The backing
is rouletted every fourth label and fan--folded. The address lines are more
grey than black.
The type 3 label (Figure 3 8) displays A R in the same way as does the
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004
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Figure 17. Trace mail data capture document (August 1995)
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Figure 19 . SECUR I TY /

R / SEC U RITE

front
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•

(89- 05)

Blue back, •canada . . . Postes• 3 4 mm.

type 2 and the dimensions are also the same; however, the corners are al;
most square. The backing is rouletted every fifth label and fanfolded. The
address lines are slightly darker than those of type 2 labels, and there are
instructions printed in black on the reverse of the backing strip.
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Figure 23. Receipts with error and correction
At left, "Identified", corrected to "Indemnified" at right.

AR cards
Initially in this period, the old pink cs form 33-086-230 (9 -85) was
used. These had orange tagging. An example appears in Figure2. Many
smaller post offices were using much older forms when the new Registra.tion/ Security system came into effect, and they continued to use them until
their supplies were exhausted.
The oldcs forms were replaced with eN 07 /(old cs)l Acknowledgement
ofReceipt form 33-086-230 (95 - 10) (Figure39). These forms had pink
lozenges around part of the edges and an AR in a pink circle and pink tag.ging. All the printing on the peel.-off strips is in pink.
Subsequently, CN 07 (old CS) form 33- 065 - 230 (97- 02) appeared
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Blue back.
\

v:> 1798 £61 ooo Ntt

1111111111111111
vo 1798 £61

000 Ntt

'

lnttrvcUorn~

1.

Ce>mplate, tetncMI 1111d

dat&mmp

2.

1111111111111111

Remo•;o p~rbeekin;
lrom lab411

Complet&t. enkl\ler el
awo~· ·e t n\bt<lll d •a
R4ltitet

a po

de I'Mfquerte

~"' ,.ro ecmce

Af>ply laboi!O bad( of
eoveiope.

VO 1198 £61 000 NH

1111111111111111

_
__ .......[--......
----__
~

....

..

...,

- -.. - - - · Slimp

---·--

-.. .......................
,..
,...._,

..........._...!If .....- - -

....
Blue back, "Identified".

(Figure 40 ). Except for MAIL (winged logo) POSTE in a permit lettermail/poste,

lettres box, this is almost identical to the previous one.
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Figure 26. REGISTERE D/RECOMMANDE (89-05)
Black back, "Identified".
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Figure 27 . REGISTERED/logo/RECOMMAN DE (89- 08)
Black back, "Indemnified".

The next AR form read CN o 7 Advice of Receipt/ Registered International/
Avis de reception recomman de international, and the new CANA DA POST
logo appeared in a number of variations:
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Figure 28. REGISTERED/ logo/RECOMMANDE (90-01)
"Canada ... Postes" 41mm. Different fonts are used for the bar code numbers.
•
The backs are the same as those in Figures 2 9 & 3 o.
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Figure 29. REGISTERED/logo/RECOMMANDE (90- 01)
"Canada . . . Postes" 4 4 mm.

( 1) Dark pink form with white at top and bottom (Figure 4 1)
(2) Lighter pink form (Figure42)
(3) Same as (2) but with CRAIN;DRUMMOND on the left peel off strip. Fig;
ure 4 3 shows the front only. (The back is exactly th e same as that of ( 2) ).
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Figure 30. REGISTERED/logo/RECOMMANDE (90- 01)
"Canada . . . Postes• 52 mm.

~~ -

..

Figure 31. Plain registered label printed on back (flap} and front

Final days of security registration/registration
The final day of the "registered/security registered" system was 31 Decem~
ber 1998. Figures 44 & 45 shows last day of use examples, one domestic,
the other to the us. The domestic "registration" fee was $3.15; the metered
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Figure 32. Printed registration label with box at bottom
$8.27 on the cover to the us was made up of$8.20 for security registra...
tion and 7¢ to cover the additional postage to the us beyond the 47¢ of
the postal stationery.
Figure46 shows the outside label on packages (of 100) of the security
registered and registered labels; they show Crain.-Drummond as the printer.
Figure 4 7 shows the same from the top of the fan folded pile and one
regular copy of the fronts and backs of the "new" domestic (left) and Inter...
national (right) forms. These were die.-cut again with three layers, except
that the back layer was part of a continuous fan folded strip of 100 in a
shrink--wrapped package. The printing was red with black serial numbers
on the domestic label and red printing plus pink and blue printing with the
serial numbers in black on the International label. Crain.-Drummond was
still the printer.
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Figure 33· With box at bottom
ReadingORIGINAL NUMBER NUMERO DE L'ORIGLNAL .

•••

II
Figure 34· With window to show number
REGISTERED/RECOMMANDE/OTTAWA appears beneath the window.
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Figure 35· With separate REGISTERED / Registered#: _ _
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Figure 36 & 37· TYpes 1 & 2 AR labels

No printing on the backing. JYpe 2 labels (at right) darkened for display.

~~New"

domestic and international registration

Security registration/ registration terminated on the last day of1998. The
following day it was replaced by the new domestic and international regis ~
tration schemes. Figure 48 shows the front and back of a properly processed
domestic registered cover from BanffRPO (Retail Postal Outlet) #1 to Ray~
mond (AB) on 1 January 1999, the first day of use.
It was a challenge to obtain these. All coporate outlets of the post office
were closed on New Year's Day and for the rest of the weekend. I knew that
the corporate outlets in Raymond and Coaldale had them. I went to the
RPO in the Shoppers' Drugmart in Lethbridge, which I knew to be open.
The clerk knew what I wanted; however, the forms were still in the safe and
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Figure 40. AR card (97- 02)
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Figure 41. Dark pink AR card with new logo on reverse
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Figure 42. Lighter pink AR card
Otherwise identical to the card in Figure41.

Figure 4 3. "Crain...Drummond" on peel. . off strip
The rest of the A R card is identical to that in Figure 42.
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Figure 44. Final day of registered/ security registered forms (31 December 1998)
would be until the regular post office clerk came in four hours later. So I gave
up and went to Banff with my family for the weekend. In the evening, I was
walking through the lobby of the Banff Park Lodge and saw a convenience
store with a post office. The clerk said that she had seen them, but they
were not yet out and she d id not know how to use them. After I persisted,
she called the owner, who got them out and told the clerk to date them for
4 January 1999· Eventually, I was able to convince the owner that I was a
collector and not some postal official trying to trap her. She told the clerk
to do what I wanted. We muddled away at them. I walked in ten months
later, and the owner asked immediately whether they arrived safely.
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Figure 48. New domestic registered-first day of use (1 January 1999)
Figure 4 9 shows an improper international registered cover with receiptthe top portion of form 33-oSG-582 (98-10) with the AR rectangle
should have been removed and discarded as AR was not purchased (neither
I nor the clerk knew enough to throw it away). The corresponding domestic
registered form print data is 33- o8G-584(98-1o) .
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Figure 49· Improper international registration (1 January 1999)
The A R portion of the label (at top) should have been discarded.

Shortly after the introduction ofsecurity and registered, three other services
were introduced. One for parcels- proofofdelivery was and continues to be
used very extensively. The other two, signature and confirmation, were rarely
used, despite being available in most offices (especially RPOs). Several post
office employees said they had only seen them once or twice in the mail
sys tern. These will be the subject of part I 1 of this article.
BNA1bpics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004

Robert A. Lee Philatelist Ltd
presents

CANADA AND

B N A AUCTIONS

Our auctions regularly contain some 2000 lotsincluding the following categories:
Admiral issue
advertising covers
ai rmail & flight covers
airmail stamps
Alberta postal history
booklets & booklet panes
Be postal history
centennial (1967) issue
cinderella material
dead letter office
disaster covers
duplex cancellations
Edward v l l issue
exhibition & fair covers
fancy, numeral & specialty cancellations
1859 first oents issue
first day covers
flag cancellations
foreign covers
forgeries
International machine cancellations
Jubilee issue
large queen issue
legislative markings
literature
Manitoba postal history
map (1898) issue
maple leaf issue
military postal history
MOONS, MOTOS, & POCONS

Nascopie postal history
New Brunswick postal history
New Brunswick stamps
Newfoundland postal history
Newfoundland stamps
NWT postal history
Nova Scotia postal history

numeral issue
official stamps
officially sealed stamps
O HM S perfins
Ontario postal history
patriotic covers & postcards
pence issues
perfins (private)
plate blocks
postage due issues
postal history coll'ns & large lots
postal stationery
precancels
PEt postal h istory
p~f·

Quebec postal history
Quebec tercentenary
railroad post offices
rate covers
registered covers
registration stamps
revenues
Royal train covers
Saskatchewan postal history
semi-official airmails
ship cancell'ns, markings & viewcards
slogan cancellations
small queen issue
special delivery stamps
specimen overprints
squared circles
stamp collections & large lots
stampless covers
varieties
viewcards
war tax stamps
Yukon postal history

Call or write today to reserve your catalogue
#203-1139 Sutherland Ave, Kelowna BC VlY 5Y2
Phone: (Boo) 755 - 2437
Fax: (888) 783 - 9888
e..-mail: bob@stamp..-bids.com website: www.stamp..-bids
membersAPS, BNAPS, CSDA, RPSC, PTS

BNATopics, Volume 61 , Number 2, April- June 2004

We can sell your
Canadian or foreign
cover & stamp collections
or accumulations
on consignment
for the nominal fee of 10%
No collection too small
Cash advance available
(Please enquire before forwarding material)

R F NARBONNE
Telephone: (613 ) 278 - 1555
Toll--free: 1 (8oo ) 247- 5619

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY
Box 102

McDonalds Corners ON

KOG 1MO

Since 1962

BNATopics, Volume 61 , Number 2, Apr il- June 2004

Canada's malt syrup
excise duty stamps
Christopher D Ryan
N 22 March 1933, Canada imposed an excise tax of 50¢ per pound
on domestic sales (by Canadian manufacturers) of malt syrup, malt
syrup. . powders, malt extracts and similar products intended for the
home.-brewing of beer. All of these products were grouped by the Revenue
Department under the single heading of "malt syrup". On 26 April1933,
the rate was reduced to 2 o ¢ per pound. At the introduction of the excise
tax, importations of malt syrup were already subject to an existing customs
duty whose rate varied with the national origin of the goods [1 & 2].

O

\

'

Figure 1. Series A malt syrup excise duty stamps
Prepared by the Canadian Bank Note Company in June- July of1934. The three
higher denominations were introduced on l)uly. The 1, pound stamp appeared
later in July following use of a provisionaJt, pound surcharge on a small quan,
tity ofl Yz,pound stamps. The l,pound stamp shown here is a used item with a
serial number at right. The other images are taken from die proofs. The printed
part of the stamps is black and measures 152mmX14mm.

The excise tax on malt syrup was in addition to a pre. . existing excise duty
paid by manufacturers on the raw malt (germinated grain). The tax on the
Keywords &phrases: excise tax, malt
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Figure 2. Series C malt syrup excise duty stamps
Prepared by the British American Bank Note Company after 1935. The 2.Y2'
pound stamp is a used item as issued with a serial number at right The 3 ' pound
stamp is unused.

syrup was levied under the Special War Revenue Act {later renamed the Ex;
cise Tax Act) and did not use revenue stamps. The amount to be paid on
taxable production was based on reported sales and remitted monthly by
the manufacturer [1-3].
Effective 1 July 1934, the excise tax on malt syrup for home, brewing was
replaced by an excise duty, which was also collected at the manufacturer
level. The rates of the duty were as follows.
Stocks on hand at domestic manufacturers as of 1]uly, 13¢ per pound
New domestic production, 10¢ per pound
Imported stocks, 1 G¢ per pound.
The difference in the rates for old and new domestic production allowed for
a 1 July increase in the excise duty on raw malt. The excise duty on imported
syrup was collected in addition to the existing customs duty (4 & 5].
The new excise duty on malt syrup was levied under the Excise Act, a
statute that was separate and distinct from the Special War Revenue Act.
The duty was payable when the goods were released for consumption from
the custody of an excise or customs officer. Under the Excise Act, domes,
tic producers of malt syrup were licensed as "bonded manufacturers" and all
aspects oftheir production were under the supervision and bond of the Rev,
enue Department. These provisions for excise duties provided greater secu;
rity in ensuring payment than was available under the Special War Revenue
Act for excise taxes [3-5].
The excise duty was collected by means of revenue stamps purchased
by the manufacturer or importer from the local Revenue Collector. These
stamps, as illustrated in Figures 1 & 2, were to be affixed to containers des,
tined for retail sale prior to their release from bond. No provision was made
for the stamping of existing stocks held by retailers and wholesalers. All
such stocks were to be sold prior to the introduction of the duty on 1 July
1934· As of that date, only stamped, duty,paid containers of malt syrup
were permitted to be sold. Unstamped stocks offered for sale by merchants
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were subject to seizure by revenue officers and forfeiture to the Crown. The
offending merchants were subject to fines and imprisonment [4-G].
In early June 19 3 4, the Revenue Department corresponded with the Cana~
dian Bank Note Company (CBN) regarding the excise duty stamps required
for malt syrup. Authorization was given on 12 June for the preparation of
plates for stamps of 2, 2 Y2, & 3 pounds. Two days later, a die~ proof of the
2 Y2 pound stamp was sent to the Revenue Department. Initial supplies of
the three stamps were delivered by CBN near the end of the month [7 &8].
On 27 June 1934, a printing order was placed with CBN for a 1~pound
malt syrup stamp. Due to the limited time available, a provisional1 ~pound
stamp was prepared by overprinting 20,000 of the 2Y2~pound value. In a
letter of 28June, CBN described the provisional as having the inscription
"1 pound" printed by typography in the space intended for the serial num~
ber. The old denomination of 2 Y2was obscured in an unspecified manner
and the serial number was omitted. A manuscript notation on the letter
suggests that the provisional1 ~pound stamp was received by the Revenue
Department on 29 June [9]. A die~proof of the regular 1~pound stamp was
approved by the Department on 27June. CBN anticipated that it would de~
liver an initial supply of the regular stamp by 1'2 July [9]
Figure 1 illustrates the Series A malt syrup excise duty stamps as pro~
duced by CBN and introduced in July of1934. No examples of the 1 ~pound
provisional stamp are known to me. In the absence of known provisionals
and given the existence of 2 Y2~pound stamps without serial numbers, any
supposed provisionals that appear in the future must be treated cautiously.
On 1 April1935, the contract for Revenue Department stamps was trans ~
ferred from CBN to the British American Bank Note Company (BABN) [10].
This resulted in the gradual introduction of the Series C malt syrup stamps
(Figure2). The 2/"v pound stamp was prepared in April193G [11]. The 3'"'
pound stamp was in production by March 1938 [12]. No examples of 1 ~
and 2..-pound stamps in this series are known to me, and documents show
that none were produced by February 1939 [13]. Schedules attached to the
1935 contract with BABN indicate that the annual requirement for each of
the 1~ and 2 ~ pound stamps was one~tenth that of the 2 /"vpound stamp and
one~fifth that of the 3 ~pound. Thus, given an unknown but potentially large
stock of Series A on hand, the 1..- and 2 ..-pound stamps in Series C may not
have appeared until much later, if at all [ 10].
The excise duty on malt syrup for home~brewing was revoked on 1 Octo~
ber 1948. This revocation was accompanied by the transfer of the duty on
raw malt from its point of production to its point of entry into breweries.
The changes were designed to reduce the expenses of the Revenue Depart~
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004
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ment since large quantities of malt and malt syrup were used in food and
other products for which the duty on malt was refunded and the duty on
malt syrup did not apply [14 &15].

CBN' s Series B
This series was used only for tobacco revenue stamps. No Series B malt
syrup stamps were ever produced [tG].
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Transition from West of Winnipeg
to Winnipeg-Moose Jaw RPOs
Robert K Lane
HE first railway post office (RPO) post marks used on the CPR main
line in the west were the 22hammers of c .P.Ry. WEST OF WINNIPEG (RR.....
2 7 - 3 o) [ 1] . Use of the earliest of these commenced in 18 8 2. Around
the turn of the century, they were replaced by hammers that represented
each of three distinct runs between Winnipeg and the west coast. One of
these was Winnipeg- Moose Jaw (sK).
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Figure 1. Late use ofRR- 28b-I (17 June 1904)
On CPR main line from Grenfell
to British Columbia.

(SK)

(envelope still shows

ASSA),

westbound

The Winnipeg & Moose Jaw run was assigned hammers now denoted w191, w- 193 &w- 196,aswellaslocalhammersw- 193A, w - 195A &w196A. Catalogue references are from Ludlow [2]. Table 1 shows the transi..tion from WEST OF WINNIPEG (wow) to these hammers.
Keywords &phrases: Manitoba, RPO
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1. West ofWpg & Wpg-Moose Jaw, express
Year 951gG 97 g8 99 00 01 02 03 04 os oG 07 o8
RR- 28a-I
X
X
X
X IX
X !
RR- 28a- II
X
X
X
X
X
X
RR- 28b-I
X
X
X
X
X
X X
X X
X
RR- 28b-II
X
X
X
X
X
X
RR- 28b-Ill X X X X X X X X X X X
RR- 28b- IV X X X X
RR- 28b- V
X
X
X
X
X
RR- 28b-VI X X X X X
RR- 28b-VII X
RR- 28b-VIII X X X X X
RR- 28b-1X
1
1
1
1
1
RR- 28b- X
X
X
X
X
X
X
RR- 28b-XII 1 X X X X X X X X X x j
X
X
RR- 30- I
X
X
X
X
X
X
RR- 30-II
X
X X
X
X
X
X
W- 196-1
X X
W- 196-2a
X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X
X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X
W- 196-3a
W- tgG- 4a
X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X
W- tgG-I- s
X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X
X
X
W- 191- Ga
X X
X
X
X X
W- 191- 7
X
X
X X
W- 191-8
X
X
X X
W- 191- 9
W- 191-10
lx X X X I

Concerning Table 1, RR- 27 hammers (not shown) are now believed to
have evolved from RR- 28b-xu (shown in the period 1896-1905).
When the Winnipeg-Moose Jaw run was first established, this shorter
run probably required fewer hammers than that of the much longer West
of Winnipeg, because hammers were also added for the other intervals (e.g.,
Moose Jaw- Calgary, . .. ). Additional hammers were added later. The Win,
nipeg to Moose Jaw run continued to 1965, when railway post office cars
stopped operating on this part of the CPR main line.
The known period of transition is 1900-1905 (Tablet). An example of
a West of Winnipeg strike late in this period is shown in Figure 1.
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W-196 First series
The W'P'G & M. JAW R.P.O. /No. hammers are configured with two apostrophes. All
five hammers were introduced in 1900 or possibly a bit earlier (there are
no proof strikes are known).

Figure 2. Earliest reported dates for W- 196 hammers
From left to right, #1, 2 September 1900; #2, 13 July 1900; #3, 24 July
1900; #4, 4 December 1900; # 5· 21 November 1900.

2. First five hammers, Winnipeg-Moose
Jaw
.
Hammer # rep'd proofed I early date
101 NA (1) 102 09 00
1
2a
GG NA
13 07 00
3a
Go NA
24 07 00
4a
04 12 00
36 NA
21 11 00
5
53 NA

late date
24 oG Gs
11 04 33
01 09 37
04 oG t8
21 03 21

repla'-'!ment
none
2b, proof 1934
3b, proof 1938
4b, proof 1940
none

'

(1) NA: not in Proof Book.
Dates given as day month year.
Hammer #1. This hammer appears to have been used for the entire duration of the run
(to 1965).
Hammers 2a & 3a. Records for these hammers include years between 1900 and the
mid~1930s.

Hammers 4 a & 5· Records for these hammers include years between 1900 and 1920.
Note the long gap until hammer 4 b was issued.

Table 2 contains data for the first series of w-19 6. The material for this
and from all tables came from the records of the author and Ross Gray. The
earliest reported date for the entire group is 13 July 1900 and the latest is
24 June 1965. The earliest reported date examples are shown in Figure2.
Hammers 2-4 were replaced by w - 196 hammers of the type WPG . & M. JAW
R.P.O.tNo. (no apostrophes). However, before those replacements, the run was
also provided hammers of the w -191 style and the "local" hammer w--195A
(by 1908).
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Figure 3· Earliest reported date for W- 191 (27 June 1905)

W- 191 First series
The WINNIPEG & MOOSE JAW R.P.O./No. hammers were added to this run during
1905. The full spelling style is a departure from the abbreviated versions
ofw- 196; however, the abbreviated version was again used later. Hammer
Gb, a replacement for Ga, was may have been made owing to loss or damage
to the latter.

Table 3. Earliest hammers, W-191 RPO
Hammer
6a
6b
7
8
9
10

# rep'd proofed
early date late date
t6
NA
(1) 24 o S os 10 os 10

16
29 09 10 19 10 10
21
NA
27 oG os
NA
18 10 os
32
NA
14 12 os
40
NA
l23 o6 o6
34
(1) NA: not in proof book.

04 04 39
os 10 20
22 oS 37
21 o6 34
26 09 23

None of the earliest hammers ofw- 191 are in the proofbook, so there is
no guidance as to when they were first issued (Table 3). The earliest reported
dates suggest they were introduced in 190 5, although use of hammer 10
might have commenced a year later. The earliest reported date for w- 191
appears in in Figure 3. Hammer Gb is the first of the w - 191 hammers dated
in the proof book.

W- 195A
The W'PEG. & M. JAW (LOCAL) R.P.O./No. hammers were evidently used only on local
trains ofthis run. Local trains were generally characterized by two-- or three-digit numbers.
None ofthese hammers appear in the proofbook (Table 4 ). They all appear
to have been introduced in late 1907 or 1908 and probably were used until
at least the mid . . 1920s.
The transition of local hammers issued in the West of Winnipeg series,
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and those issued later in the Winnipeg- Moose Jaw run, is summarized in
Table 5. The earlier local hammers were continued beyond the use of the
wow express hammers.

4. Hammers ofW- 195A RPO
Hammer ! # rep'd proofed earlv date
1
js
NA
30 o6 o8
2
NA
27 07 o8
3
NA
1? 09 07
20
4
NA
22 03 o8

, ~7

late date
20 o8 24
20 03 17
28 o8 24
23 02 21

(t) NA: not in proof book.

5. West ofWpg & Wpg- Moose Jaw, local
qr; q6
RR- 29- I
RR-29-II
RR- 29- III
W-195A-1
W- 195A- 2
W-195A- 3
W-195A-4

X

X

G)7
X

q8 qg

00 01 02

0~

04 or; o6 07 oSoq 10

x jx
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X'
X

,x '

X

X

X

X
I

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Overlapping use of the local hammers suggests an investigation of the
assignment of these hammers. The indicia ofthe RR- 29 hammers consisted
only of directions (Figure 4 ), precluding an examination of train numbers.
It was only during 1910 or 1911 that the w-195A hammers changed from
directions to train numbers (Figure 5).

Further study
The author plans to report in the near future on the full suite of WinnipegMoose Jaw RPOs, their hammers and trains. The assistance of Ross Gray in
this work is gratefully acknowledged. I suggest that the W-196 hammers
be divided into their apostrophe groups (w'P'G, WP'G, WPG) in catalogues, be.. cause each apostrophe group has its own distinct history. As things are,
there may be a perception that the "wandering apostrophe" was a random
occurrence. An argument could also be made for similar treatment for the
several other RPOs containing more than one of the apostrophe abbrevia.. tions for Winnipeg.
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Figure 4· Direction indicia on local hammer RR- 29 (9 December 1904)
This envelope shows NWT (Figure 1) from Grenfell (sx) also westbound, but on
a local train.
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Figure 5· Direction/ train indicia on local hammers W; 195A; I
Dated :z.S March 1910 (W) and 1.7 February 1911 (train 11).
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Domestic first class rates
during the 1937-1942 Mufti era
john Burnett
HE general area of postal history of the King George vI period has re~
ceived limited attention in the past- it is often considered too mod~
ern for those interested in the classical periods of Canada's postal
history. The 193 7 - 5 2 period probably represented a peak in terms of ac~
tive post offices operating in Canada, and this, combined with the expanding
use of air mail services domestically and worldwide and the turmoil of world
events, creates scope for postal history. While in some respects there is per,
haps too much material to choose from, it has been this writer's experience
that there can also be a dearth of specialized items one might need to form
an exhibit at t he highest standards.
Here, I outline the use of Canadian postage stamps used to pay for first
class domestic mail service during the "Muftf' p~riod. Th is began in April
1937· the first day of issue of the 1¢' 2¢ , & 3¢ aefinitives and continued to
mid' 194 2, at which time the War issue appeared. Five first class domestic
postal categories and three categories for additional services are illustrated
in this article.
A brief review of applicable domestic first class rates for the period is
provided below. One immediately notices how stable postal rates were; some
rates remained constant for decades. There was only one rate change in the
Mufti period- a reduction from 2 o ¢ to 1o ¢ for special delivery in March
1939- an almost unthinkable event in today's terms!

T

Letters forward
Canadian Post Office Guides of the day refer to domestic first class mail to
destinations outside a local delivery area- for example, a letter mailed from
Vancouver to Edmonton-as "letters forwardn. During the era of the Mufti
stamps, the cost of a first class letter forwarded to another delivery area
was 3¢ for the first ounce and 2¢ per additional ounce. The cover pictured
below is a very nice McCormick's Soda advertising envelope. I have found
that good advertising envelopes are becoming harder to find in the King
George vi (KGVI) era and suggest that collectors keep a sharp eye out for
these as they make a great addition to a page in one's collection.
Keywords &phrases: domestic rates, Mufti
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April-June 2004

john Burnett

Domestic first class rates, Mufti period
CategoryI service
letters (forward)
letters (drop)
post cards
air mail
money packet
registration
special delivery
ditto
acknowledgment of receipt

rates
2¢ per oz+ 1¢
(2)
1¢ per oz + 1¢
2¢
5¢ peroz +1¢
5¢ per oz + 10¢
(3)
10¢
(4)
20¢
10¢
10¢; 20¢ (after mailing)

(1)
period
1931 7 1- on (entire Mufti period)
1915 4 15- on (entire Mufti period)
1915 4 15 - on (entire Mufti period)
1931 10 23-on (entire Mufti period)
1926 7 1- on (entire Mufti period)
1924 8 1-on (entire Mufti period)
1924 8 24- 1939 2 28
1939 3 1- on (restofMufti period)
1921 10 1-on (entire Mufti period)

(1) Dates expressed as year month day.
( 2) This is more commonly stated as 3 ¢for the first ounce and 2¢ for each additional ounce or part
thereof- the table entries in this column are equivalently, but more compactly, expressed- ed.
(3) The extra 1 o ¢ is the registration fee, required for this service. The dates and rate are
from Money pack£t rates by Robert C Smith, Topics, vo1s8, #4 (2001), pG; for more
information on money packets, see the article immediately following the cited one.
(4) This covered indemnity up to $25; for larger amounts of indemnity, the rates are
2o¢ ($5o), 30¢ ($75), 40¢ ($too).

r:r.: . '> •Stowne,
Xin ;oton, .. ,. . J .

Figure 1. Colourful McCormick's Soda cover (1938)
Single letter forward domestic rate (3 ¢) for cover mailed from Moncton to
Kingston (NS). The cover is in bright red and blue.
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Drop letters
Drop letters, also known as city letters, were placed in the drop box at the post
office for delivery within the delivery jurisdiction of that branch. The rate
was 2 ¢ for the first ounce and 1 ¢ for each additional.The drop letter rate
did not apply to delivery to another post office branch in the same city, or
for delivery to a rural postal address. In these cases, normal letter forward
rates applied. Be careful when looking at examples ofletters with a 3¢ stamp
on them; check the address as it might be an example of an overweight drop
letter [or the sender was not aware ofthe drop letter rate and applied 3¢ erroneouslyed). These are quite scarce and are an interesting addition to one's collection.

• ....__ HI
, •• IIH, I'WOCCM.4U.Q"NfO..eo«D

r ..-..

uv•"~•··

llr . Wn . lil'.lol•,
\ . ll

fottr: .

, -·

.... J.. .

Figure 2. Drop letters (1940)
Single (2 ¢) from Nickerson Brothers in Liverpool, possible double (3 ¢ ) from
Lawson & Jones in London.
The covers in Figure 2 are again two nice examples of advertising en,
velopes, the Nickerson's Bros Limited envelope addressed to a Mr Wm Walsh
in Town (Liverpool, Nova Scotia), while the Lawson & Jones cover, franked
at a 3¢ rate, is ad9.ressed to a street address in the City (London, Ontario).
The latter was likely paid as a letter forward to another post office in Lon~
don, although it is possible this is an example ofan overweight drop letter
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004
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paid for up to two ounces. There was nothing wrong with putting the full
postal address on a drop letter; no doubt there were probably other identi~
fiers, such as "Village" or perhaps in very small locations, just the name and
street number of the intended recipient-something to keep in mind when
rifling through those dealer's boxes.

Postcards
Domestic postcards were charged 2 ¢ for all domestic destinations.

Air mail
Mail delivery by air really took off in the 1930s. Initiation of airmail ser~
vice between two points was often marked by the issue of commemorative
first flight covers and these can be found throughout the Mufti period. The
domestic airmail rate was 6¢ for the first ounce and 5 ¢ for each additional.
The post office issued airmail stamps during the period and t he 6¢ stamp
depicting a Mackenzie River steamer and twin engine bush plane in Canada's
Northwest Territories was issued in June 1938.

CANADA POST OFFICE

Figure 3. Airmail cover from Churchill to Edmonton (1938)
First weight air mail rate paid by marginal inscription pair of 3 ¢ Mufti.
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Pairs of the 3 ¢ Mufti were often used to make up the airmail rate. This was
the case for the very interesting airmail cover illustrated in Figure 3 which
was mailed from Postmistress S Philbin of Churchill (M B) to PM CJ Crux in
Edmonton. This Arctic area airmail cover contained a note pointing out
that dog team mail in the Eastern Arctic had ended. The enclosure note
from Philbin addresses a query she had obviously received from Crux:
March27/38
Yours of March 7th re dog teams to Pond Inlet I regret that there is no such
trip being made this year. Our last dog team mail leaves here Thursday the
29th for Chesterfield, Baker Lake, and Repulse Bay.

Mail transport by dog team had ended in 1938 in the Hudson Bay region.
Mail to these and other places in the Eastern Arctic would now be carried
by the RMS Nascopie and eventually by air.

Money packets
It was quite normal during the Mufti period for banks to send money to
other branches. The rate for money packets was 5¢ per ounce. Money Pack~
ets were sent by regis ted mail and so incurred an additional charge of 1 o ¢
for this service. Each had a label attached and th~ one illustrated in Figure 4
was attached to a bag of money weighing 21 ounces; this required $1. o 5 +
1o ¢ in postage. It was transferred from the Halifax branch of the Bank of
Nova Scotia ito its branch in Oxford, Nova Scotia.

-
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Figure4. Money packet from Halifax to Oxford (Ns) (1941)
Total of $1 .15 in postage made up from 21 ounces at 5¢ plus 1o ¢ registration.
There is a Halifax & Campbellton RPO dated 7 January 1941 on reverse.

A nice feature of these money packet labels is the postal use of higher
value stamps. Both the 1935 and 1938 pictorials high values were in gen..BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004
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eral use during the Mufti period. In addition, money packets varied con,
siderably in weight and it is possible to collect all sorts of combinations of
these stamps on money packet labels accordingly.

Additional Services
Three forms of special services could be requested on domestic first class
mail during the Mufti period- registration, special delivery, and acknowl,
edgment of receipt. The cover shown in Figure 5 is franked with 2¢, 20¢,
and 1 o ¢ stamps, each of which pays for a rate- drop letter, special delivery,
and registration, respectively. Moreover, the cover is handstamped AR, in,
dicating that it was sent with acknowledgment of receipt. The 10¢ fee for
this was paid by stamp on the AR card that was attached to the cover when it
was sent out. Both the 10¢ Mountie and the 20¢ Allegory ofProgress spe..cial delivery stamp were issued in 1935 and even though quantities of the
1938 Pictorials were now available, the post office continued to sell stocks
of earlier stamp issues through the Mufti period.

a. General rn.au.ranoe co.
ae. Boap1t41 st.,

,. • • • - - •• .....

·~r

Figure 5. Special delivery registered drop letter with A R (1939)
Mailed from Place d'Armes (Montreal). Each stamp pays for a service (see text).

[This is a slightly modified version of an article that appeared originally in issue #
the newsletter ofthe BNAPS KGV 1 study group.]
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EDITOR's COMMENTS. FigureG illustrates a different kind of drop letter.
It is a large registered cover from Vancouver to Pitt Meadows (Be) mailed in
1940 with 17¢ postage. There is a pencil manuscript Drop appearing both
within the registration box, and also to the left of the address. Of course,
this is not a drop letter in the sense of local letter, but was a letter intended
to be registered with the correct postage, that was simply dropped in a mail
box rather than taken to the counter to be registered. (A more accurate term
would be dropped, but all the examples I've seen of this are marked drop.)

Figure G. Registered "drop" letter (1940)
Not a (local) drop letter, but a letter intended to be registered, dropped in the
mail box. From Vancouver to Pitt Meadows, likely triple rate first class.

The procedure in this case was to check that adequate postage had been
applied, and if that was the case, to send it by registered mail; the receipt
might have been mailed to the sender if a return address were available. In
some jurisdictions (such as Great Britain), there was a charge for this service
(marked with "posted out of course"), but there was none in Canada.
Of the 17¢ postage, 10¢ was accounted for by registration. The remain ~
ing 7¢ can either be made up as triple rate first class (up to three ounces),
or third class up to 14ounces (septuple rate). Since the envelope contained
photographs, it was eligible for third class unless there was a letter enclosed;
however, it is unlikely that this size envelope could have contained such a
heavy weight (more than uounces). In all likelihood, it is triple rate first
class and thus belongs with this article.
BNATopics, Volume 61, Number 2, April- June 2004

Head shots ofrecognizeable monarchs
Ruchama Goldstein
the inception of an organized, uniform postal system, the 16..petal chrysantenum of Japan, the shilling and penny symbol of
Great Britain, and the crown of the Austria..- Hungarian Empire
emerged to pave the road for stamps to follow. Head shots, which appeared
after these symbols, have however remained over the years associated with
official, govenment..-printed stamps.
The focus of this study is a stamp collection, most of which had been
collected in the 1930s. At that time, the square stamp shape was the norm.
It is only later that a variety of stamp shapes became commoner. Featured
in this collection is a significant disproportion of stamps characterized by
head shots; this attests to the fact that the portrait had become the most
commonly used subject for stamp design.
Coins, often the work of famous artists, had become the driving force
for stamp designs, and the coin engravings made for magnificent kings and
queens were redone for stamps.
There were 1120 stamps in this study. Those with head shots were identi..fied and targeted for classification. All small, square, no..-colour stamps from
the 1930s were included. The twenty most..-repeated head shot samples
were singled out for further study. Appearing among the most often were
King Farouk, King Gustave vi Adolf, KingAlberti and KingFrederickrx.
The data pointed to some fascinating fmdings. The monarchs whose im..ages appeared were on the throne for periods ranging from one year to
58 years. The average was about 23 years, and about a quarter ruled in Cen..tral Europe. Christian kings comprised about three..-quarters overall.
The practice of tracing human faces in order to be able to distinguish
friend from foe likely has its origins in infancy, when, in the absence oflan..guage, children rely on parents' facial expressions to navigate their environ..ment. They become very adept at "reading" their parents' faces, conjuring
expectations of food or scolding.
This partly explains the fact that certain portraits appear again and again,
sometimes long after the person's reign is over. Often these portraits rep.-resent various denominations and appear printed in various colours.
In September 18 3 9, the British Treasury held a competition open to artists,
scientists and the public in search of a design for an adhesive postage stamp.
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The response to the event was overwheling and many wonderful designs
were submitted. None of the designs submitted was subsequently used [AN,
37)). The design which led the way for future design showed Queen Vic,. .
toria's head in profile. In 1838, William Syon, Chief Engraver of the Royal
Mint, had made an engraving of Queen Victoria. That appeared and reap,. .
peared during her reign [R] and is referred to as the Guguildhall Medal.
Kings appear way out of proportion in the collection. Regardless of their
place of birth, duration of reign, overall influence or impact on current
events, they make up the bulk of the collection. The availability of these
stamps, often a long distance from the place of issue, is of interest too.
For this collection time stood still; it was like an archeological find. It was
unchanged from years 1939· It provides a wonderful, unspoilt, authentic
data base which is able to add one more brick to the vast amount of research
already available to those who find the hobby of stamp collecting so intrigu,. .
ing and satisfying.
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Victor D Aviles Manual practico de filatelia, SA Editorial Bell, Buenos Aires.
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[R] Story ofthe penny black, National Postal Museum, London (1980 ).
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Another perspective on Canadian philately
Nearly half our members come from the other side of the pond. They en~
joy our quarterly award~winning magazine, Maple Leaves. Some of them
come to our annual convention Are you missing out? For a complimen~
tary copy ofMaple Leaves and further information, write to the Secretary:
J M Wright, 12 Milchester House, Staveley Road
Meads, Eastbourne BN20 7TX UK
CANADIAN
Subscriptions payable in Canada
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A question of communication
jean Walton

Ponchon: a barrel used for molasses; however, in this case
it was used to carry mail (Topics, # 4 91, 5o-59).

HEN Mme Caron and I updated information available on the Mag-dalen Islands (Topics fill me in) last year, I came upon a piece ofmail,
supposedly carried on a Year 2000 re . . enactment of the famous
voyage of the Ponchon. I was puzzled however, because the date on the card
was May 2000, and the newspaper reports suggested that the re . . enactment
had occurred in September 2 o o o . Inquiries seemed to lead nowhere, un . .
til finally, through the kind auspices of Helene Barnard at Canada Post, we
unearthed the following.
There were, as it turned out, two re . . enactments of the Ponchon voyage in
2000, and both were done to commemorate the improvement of commu. .
nications over the 90years since a broken telegraph cable necessitated the
first "barrel mail" voyage.
The first was done by a film company; it was set up by Productions Vic Pel. .
letier (Matane), in order to film a documentary entitled Histoires oubliees I-le
Ponchon des iles or "Forgotten histories I-The Ponchon of the [Magdalen]
Islands." Mail for this event was collected in Quebec City at Carnaval that
year- in fact, an ice sculpture there celebrated the Ponchon, and there was a
mail box in which mail to be carried on this "voyage" could be deposited. The
film company worked in connection with several people well known in the
Islands, including M Landry of Musee de la Mer and Pol Chantraine, well. .
known author. The barrel was built to the specifications of the first barrel,
and carried, with the letters inside, into the icy waters offHavre. . Aubert on
1GFebruary.
The barrel was in the water for several months but finally arrived at Tra. .
cadie Bay on Prince Edward Island in late April. It was picked up by a fish . .
erman, Randall Clow, who took it home as a gift for his young son. The
finders were unaware, when the barrel was first found, of the letters inside,
but when it was finally opened (and promptly inspected by officials to be
sure it was not carrying anything illegal), the discovery was made ofletters
in lobster tins and zip--lock bags. As these were largely in French, they at
first did not know what to make of them, but finding someone who spoke
French, they learned of their origin. That meant a call to the film company
who arrived at 10 PM, to film the end of their Histoire.

W
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Figure 1. Taking the Ponchon out to sea

Figure2. End of the February 2000 re . . enactment
L- Rare York {P E I) PM Linda Weeks, the new Ponchon, rural carrier Margot Clow
and her son Ricky.
- Courtesy of Canada Post'sjournal, Performance.
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The result was a 22 --minute film, relating the story of the building of this
vessel, its launch, and its eventual arrival on the shores of Prince Edward
Island. It was shown on French--language television channels, and was seen
in PEI as well- to the surprise of the finders. Robert Tremblay narrates the
piece, discussing the original voyage, and the resulting Marconi tower and
connection with the mainland. While talking to the camera, his cell phone
rings-pointing out the difference between current communications and
those that existed in the early 1900s.

Figure 3. The reel Ponchon
From the short Les Histoires oub/iees- le Ponchon des iles.

The barrel itself now lies in the front yard of the Clow home on Prince
Edward Island, where it occasionally attracts the attention of travelers and
tourists. The wife of the fisherman who found the barrel amongst his fish-ing equipment, Margot Clow, is a rural mail carrier, and explained that these
letters, after a short pause, found their way to the nearest post office on
Prince Edward Island, York. There, postmistress Lynda Weeks, postmarked
the letters in May2ooo and sent them on their way. Ah, I thought, this
solves the puzzle, and explains the date on my card.
However, this did not explain the dates in the Quebec newspaper Le Solei/;
it contained two reports, one of a launch in September at a Maritime Tradi-tions Festival, and the second a week later. The latter noted that the barrel
had been found on the south dune near Grande Entree (in the northern part
of the Islands) and relaunched by a lobster fisherman there, in hopes that it
would come to ground elsewhere.
Inquiries by the newspaper reporter, Achille Hubert, led to the discovery
of a second re--enactment, in September, as part of the Maritimes Traditions
Festival. This time a much smaller Ponchon was launched. It was accompa-nied by other events, the reading of the story of the Ponchon, the singing
of songs, and so on, to acquaint the young people on the Islands with their
history. This is the ponchon which seems to have fetched up near Grande
Entree, and then was relaunched. This time it was filmed for television in
StPierre & Miquelon, but requests for information there have led nowhere.
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I have no information of what became of it after its relaunch-nor does it
seem that anyone else knows- although it has been suggested that it met
its fate in a trawler's nets. It also carried mail-about 2oopieces- but this
mail seems to have met a different fate. Some of its problems may have
been caused by the difference in the seasons-this barrel was launched 10
September in the Baie de Plaisance, when currents are circling around the
Islands in very different manner than they do in February. Even at the time
of its launch, it was necessary to tow it offshore, beyond Entry Island. It
was relaunched off Grande Entree around sOctober.
But mail from the earlier Ponchon is real, and I encourage you to keep your
eye out for mail most likely addressed to Quebec, and dated around 14 May
2000 from York {PEl). I cannot guarantee that it will all have the notation
which the card pictured below does, but I understand that most of the mail
was folded to help make it fit into bags and tins.
The Canada Post journal Performance (a house organ for postal employees)
carried an article about the February voyage and its coming to ground in
Prince Edward Island in 2 o o o, and I am again grateful for the help ofCanada
Post and Helene Barnard in locating this, and for her aid in finding so much
other information as well.
' •
I should add, as a commentary on communications, that all of this re~
search was done via the Internet, with some back~up with actual mail, which
in itself speaks volumes. Perhaps in the year 2010, the centennial of the
first Ponchon mail voyage, another re~enactment might be done by Canada
Post itself, and 100 years hence, these will be precious philatelic pieces (if
philately as a hobby still exists, once the use of stamps has become passe).

Correction to Magdalen Island postal history II: Post offices, Topics, 494
(2 o o 3) 5 - 3 G. In the list of Magdalen Island post offices on page 5, the
two post offices South Beach and Vigneau were omitted.
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Recent publications include Allan Steinhart, Postal Historian ($2g.Ggppd to Canada). More
monographs and books are planned for the near future. Manuscripts are solicited. Hot off
the presses: AR- Avis de reception (164 p, t8o+ ill'ns, wireO bound; deals with worldwide
AR), see reviews in American Philatelist, Canadian Philatelist, and elsewhere. $25.G9+postage.
For more information or membership forms, please contact the Secretary,
DrNWagner,207, 525~1tthAvenuesw,CalgaryAB T2R ocg Canada

CANADA REVENUE STAMPS
Semi-official airmails
duck & wildlife conservation stamps
huge stock. including documents &c
latest lavishly illustrated price list, on request
ES J van Dam Ltd- since 1970
PO Box300b, BridgenorthON XOL 1HO Canada
phone: (705) 292'7013; tolJ,free: 1 , 866-I!VANDA
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(1) Cover stories
Mike Street

The first column in a series dealing with unusual, rare,
or otherwise interesting postal history.

to Cover stories, a new series ofarticles in BNATopics. Since
starting to collect Canadian Postal History in the mid' 1970s, I
have learned much about the field, not only through conversa,
tions and exchanges with some very knowledgeable collectors, but also by
viewing and judging hundreds of exhibits. Though not an expert by any
means, I would like to share some of the fascination I find with this mate,
rial. Members are invited and encouraged to submit covers for inclusion in
the series. Details appear at the end of this article.
The intent of the series is simply to tell the stories of interesting covers.
A picture being worth a thousand words, the amount of text may be limited,
but not to the point of being cryptic. The little things that can make a cover
rare or interesting will be pointed out. When .pertinent, collecting aspects
other than rarity, such as features that make one!'cover more desirable than
another, will be highlighted. To show how interesting twentieth century
postal history can be, emphasis will be on post,Victorian (after 1901) items,
but any interesting cover that will help us learn more is welcome.

W

ELCOME

Short paid registered mail
When collecting covers of a particular issue of stamps, some of the most im,
portant aspects are the postage rates in force at the time, the type of service
(air, surface, parcel post, etc) being paid for and, of course, the destination. A
letter or parcel that has required special handling somewhere along the way
often has markings or other additions that will make it more attractive than
one that has not needed extra attention. Figures 1 & 2 are good examples.
Figure 1 shows a registered letter mailed to Roumania (Romania) on 7 April
1938 from Station B, Montreal and then dispatched by the Montreal, Canada
British Mail Branch. Endorsed Per Airmailfrom London (England), the correct
postage was 10¢ airmail (first ounce) and 10¢ registration fee. With only
15¢ postage applied, paid for by three values of the 1937 Mufti issue, the
letter was short paid 5¢. The T/ /CENTIMES mark was added and the num,
her 25 written in, almost certainly by the British Mail Branch office, so that
postage due could be collected at the destination. On arrival in Romania on
20 April1938, nine 1Leu postage due stamps were applied.
Keywords & phrases: postage due, registration, air mail
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Figure 2. Short paid registered air mail to Romania (1938)
Mailed from Montreal to Romania, with 15¢ postage applied. Each of regis~
tration and air from England was 1 o ¢, the letter was 5 ¢ short paid. Regis~
tered short paid items were normally charged single deficiency, and this amount
was converted to 25 (Swiss) centimes. This was paid by Romanian postage due
-Courtesy ofGary Steele
stamps amounting to gLei.
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Figure2. Short paid registered domestic mail (1946)
Mailed from Toronto to Sydenham, paying only the 1 o ¢ rt!gistration fee. The
domestic fee (4 ¢) was not paid, and single deficiency postage\:hre was charged,
again because the item was registered.

Unfolded so both front and back are showing, it is obviously an attrac,
tive piece, but the story does not end there. From 18 7 5 until19 8 5, a short
paid item was normally charged double the postage due [1], with the amount
marked inside or adjacent to some form ofT (for Taxe) marking. For mail go,
ing overseas the amount was converted to Swiss centimes. In this case dou,
ble the deficiency of 5 cents is 10 cents. In 1938 the exchange rate was one
cent to five centimes, so the postage due charge should have been 50cen,
times. Why was it only 25centimes?
Section 3 6 3 of the 19 3 8-19 3 9 Canada Official Postal Guide [2] provides
the answer.
Registered articles are subject, in addition to ordinary postage, to a special reg-istration fee of ten cents to be prepaid by postage stamps. If, however, unpaid or
insufficiently prepaid registered letters or postcards to a Postal Union country
have been inadvertently accepted, they will be forwarded to destination under
registration subject to collection on delivery of single the total deficiency as
regards postage and registration fee.

Thanks very much to Gary Steele of Halifax for providing this great cover
to illustrate the rule.
In relation to registered items addressed to another location in Canada,
Section 179 of the same Postal Guide says:
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Unpaid or insufficiently prepaid registered articles are subject to a tax of single
the deficiency as regards postage and registration fee. (ln the absence of any
indication to the contrary, the intention of the sender to prepay a registration
feeofto¢ will be assumed.)

This rule was still in effect when the letter in Figure 2 was mailed at
Toronto's Adelaide St Postal Station on 16 September 1946. Since first class
postage was only 4 ¢ at the time, it is clear the 1 o ¢ Peace Issue stamp was
meant to pay for registration and that somehow the clerk the clerk forgot
about the remaining postage. In any event, only the 4¢ single deficiency
was charged and paid for by the pair of 2 ¢ postage due stamps, cancelled at
Sydenham on 18 September 1946. The postage dues and unusual charge
turn what would be an otherwise fairly common first day cover into a dis-play piece.

Airmail to Latin America & the Caribbean
Any collector ofthe postal history of a specific issue will try to find examples
of each stamp in the set used alone on a postal item. Figures 3 & 4 illustrate
another aspect of this effort. On both, a single stamp was used to prepay the
postage, but in one case payment was insufficient, resulting in a nice pair of
covers sent to the same country, with a twist.
~

..

Figure 3. Airmail to Panama, returned to sender (1950)
With proper 10¢ air mail fee (per quarter ounce).

Figure 3 shows a 1 o ¢ Peace issue value used correctly at Toronto on 6 Au-gust 1950 to pay the quarter ounce air rate to the Republic of Panama.
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Figure4. Airmail postage due, Victoria to Panama (1951)
Forwarded to Canal Zone. Short paid 13¢ , doubled, converted to Swiss Francs
(at 3centimes per cent) yields 78centirnes due; this was converted back to 26¢
(us), and this amount of Canal Zone postage due stamps were applied.

When the letter was not claimed, the Panamanian Post Office applied redi~
rection markings and sent it back to Canada. The many cancellations on the
reverse (not illustrated) show that the letter was not returned to the sender
until six months after arriving in Panama.
The cover in Figure4, mailed in Victoria on 5 October 1951, was ad-dressed to a passenger on a Royal Mail Line ship passing through the Panama
Canal. The 7¢ Peace issue airmail stamp was insufficient to pay the 10¢ per
quarter ounce rate. The cover must have weighed between a quarter and
a half ounce, and so was short paid 13¢ and taxed T78 Swiss centimes (2 x
13¢ x3, the last to convert from Canadian currency to Swiss centimes; this
was converted back to 26¢us, collected by Canal Zone postage due stamps
applied after the letter was transferred from Panama to the Canal Zone). The
letter took three days to reach Panama per a shipping agent's stamp on the
reverse (not illustrated). Now if only I could find another short paid cover
carrying Panamanian postage dues to complete the set!

Submitting items for Cover stories
BNAPSers are invited to submit favourite covers for inclusion in this series.
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Please first contact me by mail (73 Hatton Drive, Ancaster ON L9G 2HS) or
e..-mail (mikestreet@hwcn.org) with a description of the item(s). Please do
not send covers or illustrations until requested- because we want covers
to be illustrated well when shown in BNA1bpics, we will work with you in
advance to obtain the best image for reproduction.

References & Endnotes
[1] Mike Street"Double the deficiency" postage due era is over, Maple Leaves (jour..nal of the Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain) vol#285, July
2002, p293. A revised and expanded version of the article appeared
under the title The "double deficiency" era is over in Topics# 498 , JanuaryMarch 2004,46-58.
[2] Canada Postal Guide 1934, Inland Post, Section 175 says:
Should a registered article not be fully prepaid both as regards postage and
registration fee; it may be forwarded to destination subject to the collection of
double the total deficiency as regards postage and registration fee on delivery.
{In the absence of any indication to the contrary, the intention of the sender
to prepay the registration fee of 10¢ will be assumed.)

The corresponding section for International mail says the same thing. In
the 1936-1937 Canada Postal Guide, the text was changed to
Unpaid or insufficiently paid registered articles are subject to a tax of single
the deficiency as regards postage and registration fee.

EDITOR's COMMENTS. A regulation of the Universal Postal Union, ef..fective 1 January 1935, required that only single deficiency be charged on
short paid international registered mail. It seems clear that Canada changed
its policy from double deficiency to single deficiency (for registered mail) to
conform to this.

To BNAPS membersan invitation to join the
ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF CANADA
Members receive the Canadian Philatelist, published bimonthly, and are en..titled to use the Royal's sales circuit and insurance programme.
Membership by itself $to; Canadian Philatelist $20; membership & the
Canadian Philatelist$ 3 o, including a one..-time $5 admission fee. For Cana..dian residents, the fees are in Canadian dollars, otherwise in us dollars.
Write to the RPSC, Box 929, Station Q, Toronto ON M4 T 2Pl for a mem..bership application form.

Grow with the Royal
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Readers speak
A column for readers to express their views, ask questions, or
add information to previously published articles.

From Dr JR Frank (South Africa1 concerning the article Some Red River covers, by
Don Fraser, Topics vol6 o ,# 3, July-September 2 o o 3, 2 7 - 3 o, large queens covers
A large queen "special mail" cover The cover shown in Figure 1 is correctly
franked with a 6¢ large queen (plate2) and datestamped 20 January 1871
with a Halifax duplex. On reverse is a Rugby (UK) receiver of30 January.

Figure 1. Special mail, Halifax- Rugby (1871)
Via SS Abyssinia, wi th two "Ship" markings.

More interesting however, are the additional postmarks. A faint oblong
strike and a clear red PAIDILIVERPOOU SHIP tombstone are Un;
usual, as is the endorsement Via SS Abyssinia at top left. I have a number of
large queen covers addressed to the United Kingdom, but t his is the only
one showing the name of the ship that carried it. The ship letter markings
also stimulated my curiosity.
Reference to the Duckworths' Large Queens tome (Large queen stamps ofCanada
and their use 18 6 8 - 18 72, HE & HW Duckworth, Greene Foundation) proved
most rewarding. The authors state, " . .. occasional and official use was made
ofnon; mail sailings for the transmission of'Special Mails' to the UK". These

HALIFAX SHIP LETTER
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packets were generally from Halifax or Saint John. They were thus not packet
letters. Letters carried in this way, that is, as ship letters, would normally
have been so endorsed.
The Duckworths note that the Halifax Morning Chronicle of 1G January
1871 announced that 21 January would be the closing date for the Special
Mail to be sent to the United Kingdom by the Cunard liner Abyssinia. This
cover fits well with this arrangement-it is postmarked 20 January at Hal,
ifax and was received at Liverpool nine days later.
From December 1867, the Inman Line sailed to Liverpool from Balti,
more or New York via Halifax. The mails were not heavy. The last officially
scheduled arrival of a Cunard ship at Halifax en route to Liverpool had been
3 January 1868. The ss Abyssinia was a Cunard ship, on a specially arranged
departure, between the Inman Line sailings of13 &27 January 1871, long
after cessation of regular Cunard service. The cover is a most unusual ex,
ample of Special Mail service to the United Kingdom.
From Bill Pekonen (Richmond Bc1 on the article The earliest Canadian duplex: a
new discovery (Topics, vol Go,# 4, p 15-18)by Charles Verge& Stephane Cloutier
Here {Figure 2) is another interesting later Ottawa cover with two unusual
features-the duplex cancel and the franking. Does anyone have informa,
tion about the cancels or Henry F Perley, whose free frank was used?
The Ottawa full circle barred cancel does not appear in Proof strikes of
Canada-Ontario vol VI. Numerous full circle barred duplexes from different
cities and towns are sprinkled throughout this publication. The number of
horizontal bars ranges from 7 to 15, and bar thickness varies. The Ottawa
duplex shown here has 19 thin horizontal bars.
The other interesting feature is the franking signature. It is incomplete,
but appears to be Henry F Perley. The only Perleys serving in Parliament
during the 188 9 period were William Dell and William Goodhue, both Con,..
servatives. Neither served as a cabinet minister.
William Dell was elected to the House of Commons in 1887 for Assini,
boia East, resigned 2 August 1888, and was appointed to the Senate the
next day {representing Northwest Territories). Before he had been an MP,
he had been elected to the Northwest Territorial Council. William Goodhue
was elected to the House of Commons in 18 8 7, representing Ottawa City.
Among other things, he promoted the Canada Atlantic Railway.
This information was obtained from The Canadian directory of Parliament
1867-1967, Public Archives guide to Canadian ministries since Confeder,
ation, in the Public Archives.
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Figure2. Stamped free franked mail to the us
Franked Henry F Perley(?) and lower left, and with hexagonal Public Works can~
eel at upper right. The 3 ¢ small queen was applied to pay the postage to the us,
and was cancelled with the tg ~bar Ottawa duplex. [Obviously the clerk thought
that free franking was not valid beyond Canada- however, an 18 8 8 treaty between
Canada and the us permitted mail that was free in one country to continue free to the
other-dh.]

The cover is further franked with a Public Works rubber stamp impres,
sion. It is possible that Henry F served as Deputy Minister, since only Min,
isters and Deputy Ministers had franking privileges. Is Henry a relative of
either of the Perley MPs? (Sounds like the practice of hiring relatives to
important positions is nothing new in the Federal Government.)

From RAJohnson (Winnipeg1 on the letter by Ed Zaluski, Topics, vol Go, #3 (2003),
p 59-G1) . The letter has been edited; the oriignal data can be obtained from
the letter writer.-ed
Gauges and Measurement Problems The recent note in Readers Speak by Ed Za,
luski [2) commenting on my article points again to some interesting ques,
tions about perforations and their most appropriate measurement and spec..ifi.cation questions that needfurther clarification. Mr Zaluski is quite correct
when he identifies the perforations on the left side of #0197 as irregular.
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He is also correct in pointing out t hat the statement that I attributed to him,
which suggested "that these perforations ... fall within ... normal variabil,
ity ... " was incorrect; it referred to other stamps. The correct statement
should have been his conclusion on irregular perforations, which appeared
in 3 & 4 as well. The point of my next paragraph after that in which the
misquote appears remains valid, namely, that Lussey and Zaluski reached
different conclusions respecting the gauges of perforations on the four sides
of this stamp. This letter attempts to clarify just why such differences may
occur in the specification of perforationsand their various gauges.
The left and right sides of these Federal Law stamps have a total of about
45 perforations. Zaluski [3] divided these into three almost equal subsets
and (using a ruler) measured the lengths of 14 or 15 consecutive perfora-tions at the top, centre and bottom of each side as well as for the entire
spans and the two horizontal runs. [The data had been included; I have edited
it out-ed.] In [1] I reported measurements that I had made of individual
interperforation distances using a traveling microscope. From these, it was
possible to calculate the equivalent Standard Gauges for close equivalents to
the perforations ofZalusk's thirds.
Zaluski did not state explicitly the likely measurement error, but his read-ings are given to a tenth of a millimetre. Thus the error may be a little less
than 1%, or about .1 when expressed in terms of a Standard Gauge near 12,
and correspondingly less for the entire side. The results of the two analyses,
the one obtained by a standard regression analysis and the other by Zaluski's
ruler measurements, are in agreement within these error estimates.
For comparison, similar subdivisions of the centre vertical perforations of
the 20¢ pair # 0188 & 0189 and the right side of #0189 were analyzed.
(Illustrated in [1].) . . . The pattern of perforations of these two examples
seems to represent the typical pattern of perforations found on stamps of
this issue. Zaluski reports that a detailed measurement of perforations on
86 examples of the First Law issue did not produce any others with irregular perforations [5]. From this, it seems clear that the typical variations
of interperforation distances are quite tightly distributed around a mean.
The case of the left side of# o 19 7 represents a major departure from these
typical perforations. It is, as Zaluski states, irregular (2].
The most fundamental measurements of the fineness or coarseness of a
perforation are the interperforation distances. In most stamps these are
uniform enough not to cause any difficulty, and for most modern stamps,
they do not vary (measurably) at all. However, for early stamps production
methods invariably caused variations along the row. Even for what appears
to be a fairly uniform run on average, the individual differences may vary
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a good deal. For example, for the centre vertical run of #0188 & 0189,
the interperforation distances mostly fell in the range 1. G5 - 1. 7 5 mm, with
extremes of 1. 5 Gmm and 1. 8 Gmm. Anomalies often prompt further exami;
nation of what previously was an accepted convention; in this case, # o 19 7
provokes the question of how a gauge number should be assigned to a par;
ticular perforation.
What do we really do when we apply a gauge or ruler to the perforations
on a stamp? And what precisely are we measuring when we perf a stamp?
Perforations are made by machines. It is necessary to go back and review
what exactly we know about how those machines wereconstructed and how
they worked. A summary of my assumptions about those elements ofcon;
struction ofthe early perforating machines relevant to what follows is found
in the Appendix (below).
Manufacturing specifications Boggs provides an extensive set of quotations of
correspondence between the postal authorities and the manufacturers of
the early stamps [G]. There is no mention of the separations or the sizes
of perforations, let alone gauges. If the approacp were related at all to that
taken in Great Britain with respect to the Archer ~rforations, the only con;
cern of both parties would be that the stamps were easily separated and did
not fall apart. (Zaluski reached the same conclusion [2].) Presumably, this
was translated by the stamp provider into some form of specification to the
manufacturer of the perforating machines. No machine of this vintage used
inNorth America has yet been found, nor any copy of shop drawings or
specifications for one. However, it is likely that the specifications simply
stated that the perforations should bespaced by some approximate amount,
that is, one that would satisfy the general concerns abouts separability.
I am led to conclude that the perforating wheels were manufactured with
the pin and hole positions in matched pairs, with acceptable variation. A
full set would have to have had at least 11 pairs in order to perforate the
typical1ox10 pane. In the case of the early law stamps, only nine would be
needed for the vertical perforations and six for the horizontal. From set to
set, there would be some variation of average characteristics. That is, one set
might measure on average, say, 12 in Standard Gauge and another set 11.8.
If at any time, a pair was observed to be faulty, it would be removed and
replaced by another pair. That pair could have been manufactured with a
different batch of wheels and have slightly different average characteristics
from the rest of the set in which it was now being placed. The result would
have been a line of perforations slightly different from its neighbours.
The need for more perforating machines from the t8Gos is evident from
the list of orders [8]. In those days, a batch of panes was passed through
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one machine for, say, the horizontal perforations and then passed through a
second time for the vertical ones. Since these two required different settings
of spacings for an entire set of wheels, it would take considerable time to
reset a machine (and time of an expert workman at that). So it would not
have been long before the two passes were done on two different machines,
one set for the horizontal spacings and the other for the vertical. This would
be one reason for more orders as the business grew. Different size stamps
would be another. A standardized specification for the shaft separation in
the manufacture of the machines would allow an easy exchange of wheel
pairs. Thus different sheets of stamps were perforated by different sets of
perforating wheel pairs.
Generally, all these sets of pairs were similar and shared pin/hole pat~
terns; pairs in a set would exhibit similar characteristics (average spacing,
interperforation variability, . . . ) but they would not be identical. When
the workman did a particularly poor job, the result might be something like
the left side of# o 19 7. Whatever the actual size of the wheels, the number
of pin/hole pairs on its circumference would be about the same from set
to set maybe even identical. However, variations around the periphery of
the pairs could be different from those of the others even if the entire set
were produced by a single workman at one go. This begs the question as to
how much variation between individual pairs of wheels (that is, in average
characteristics) would justify their being classified as different- as opposed
to representing a normal variation within a single classification. Is the left
side of #0197 a case of improper manufacture or an extreme example of
the statistical variation in production? We may never know.
Gauge- methods and definition In the case where the local measurements do
not vary much with the positioning, there is no ambiguity and the gauge
is clearly defined. Where the gauge varies significantly along the length
of a stamp (such as the left side of #0197), the issue is not clear at all.
It is necessary to examine just what we understand by gauge. It would be
tempting to call the gauge determined by the full set of vertical perforations
the average gauge; but this leads to yet another problem. All measurements
of perforations (with one exception are in fact averages.
Furthermore, this difficulty is not avoided by using the convention iden~
tified in Williams & Williams [9, e.g., p 525] (and used by many catalogues),
of giving a range of possible perforations for an issue, because each element
in these requires a gauged measurement. What then does the application of
any gauge, or equivalent methods, actually produce? For most stamps and
most collectors, the gauge is determined by matching the perforations to
the end marks on a particular gauge line and glancing along the interval to
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see that the patterns match. That is a form of averaging, and is good enough
for the majority of stamps; but for irregular perforations, it is not.
Whether one uses a Standard Gauge with its 2cm span, the Instanta Gauge
with its spanof 3cm, the Kiusalas Gauge with its matching length of 4·3 4·Scm, or a direct measurement by an accurate ruler of the length of a
counted number of perforations (as shown in Zalusk's analysis of #0197
[3]), one always obtains some sort of average result. If any one of these
methods were applied to the left side of #0197, it would give a different
result for its "Gauge" than the others, and also give different readings for
different positions along the side.
[A table showing the different gauges obtained by measuring perforations along the left
side of this stamp was included but was edited out- ed]. Readings vary with both
the span and position. All are averages, but of different things. Even the
perforations on the vertical sides of the quite normal # o 18 8 I o 18 9 pair
give readings such as 11.73 and 11.76 depending on the span and position
(rather than the regular 11.66 reported for the three thirds). . ..
Conclusion The $5 first Law Stamp of Canada #0197 is a rarity. The perfora.. tions on its left side, however measured, are high~ i rregular. What caused
this is as yet unknown or, at least, not decidable from the information avail.. able. It differs markedly from other perforation patterns which appear on
these early stamps. These others seem to exhibit tight statistical clustering
about means which, in turn, seem to differ from each other in a statistically
significant way. This would justify their being assigned different gauges.
More importantly, however, is the alert sounded by the analysis of the left
side perforations of #0197 stating its gauge in any terms. There seems
to be no unambiguous agreed upon way of doing so. Yes, philatelists may
have their preferences. But when stating any of them for irregular perfora.. tions of this kind, a careful description of the method of measurement used
should accompany any such assignment.
Acknowledgment Besides the references formally attributed to him in this
paper, the author wishes to acknowledge the ideas and questions that Ed
Zaluski has communicated through personal emails. They have resulted in
further clarifications of what has become an absorbing and, unfortunately
to some, a very complicated and technical topic.
Appendix (Assumptions) I believe that the following hold.
1 Each rotary perforating machine was constructed to have two shafts to
carry the pin and counterpart wheels, respectively.
2 As considerable force was required to punch the holes in the paper, these
shafts must have had very little "give" in operation. To provide for this, their
bearings must have been particularly rigid and this, in turn, would likely not
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have allowed any fine adjustment mechanisms in their mountings. There is
no sign of any such adjustment mechanism in the Bemrose patent diagrams
or in another diagram in the authors possession dated around t8Go.
3 The shafts turned at equal rates (and of course, in opposite directions).
If they did not, pins would successively attempt to match different sets of
holes, thereby requiring additional unnecessary accuracy in construction.
The Bemrose diagram shows the gears that connect the two shafts to be of
equal diameter. More revealing diagrams show that the distances between
the tips of the pins and of the counterpart wheel are the same. If this were
not the case, the cutting of the unequal number of teeth on the drive gears
would be unnecessarily complicated.
4 All machines were manufactured with the same design distance between
the twoshafts which carried the pin wheels and the counterpart wheels.
This had the advantagethat, onceacompany had a machine, it could simply
order new wheels of a single,standardized size and they would conform to
the existing machine or several machines in their possession.
[1] RA Johnson The 1876 $5 Federal Law Stamp #0197, BNATopics vol59, #2
(2002) 44- 49·
[2] Ed Zaluski Readmspeak, BNATopics volGo, # 3 (2003) 59 - 61.
(3) - -Canada'sfirstLawStampissue, BNATopicsvols4, #4 (1997) 23 - 39.
[4] - - In search of compound perforations, Canadian Revenue Newsletter #199,
August 1991; The latest word on 0197, Canadian Revenue Newsletter, # 203 204, January & March 1992. See also [3].
[5] - -,personal communication, 5 November 2002.
[G) WS Boggs Postage stamps and the postal history of Canada, Quarterman Reprint
(1974)·
[ 7] RA Johnson Kiusalas or Standard Gauge? Neither or both/, B N ATopies vol Go , # 2
(2003) 55 - 58.
[8) Plaintiffs Exhibit# 52, Perforating Machines, Estimated from Company's Ledger,
testimony provided by the BritishAmerican Bank Note Company (BABNCO)
in the Queen vs BABNCO lawsuit In 1897, the Government sued BABNCO
for lithographing rather than engraving revenue stamps; from the archives of
theDepartment of Finance, vol3 G53, Ottawa. The relevant extract indicates
the purchase of new perforating machines by BABNCO in t8GG (2), 1868
(1) , 1869 (wheels), 18691 70 (Remaking machines), 1870 (2), 1871 (alter~
ingmachines), July 1871 (wheels), September 1871 (wheels), 1878 (2), 1882
(1) & 1894 (one machine, part of the Canadian Banknote purchase).
[9) Williams & Williams Fundamentals of philately, American Philatelic Society, Re~
vised Edition (1990).
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BNAPS Book Department
New books available this summer!!
Canada-Imperial penny postage 1898
Fred Fawn's international gold medal winning collection of the Map Stamp is the 32nd vol,
u me in the BNAPS Exhibit Series and the sixth to be printed from computer scanned originals
instead of from the master photocopies used to produce the earlier volumes. The collection
includes proofs, original correspondence from Sir William Mulock and others, varieties and
a powerful selection of covers.
Fred Fawn, 2004, spiral bound, 154pages, 8.5 in X 11 in-SNAPS Exhibit Series # 32
99923-321 (colour)
$C57·75
$ US42·75
99923.32(black&white) $c20.75
$usts.so

The Law Stamps of Yukon
Ian McTaggart-Cowan's award winning exhibit of Yukon revenues will surprise readers with
the variety of revenues produced by the territory. The exhibit includes proofs, multiples,
cancels and many documents which are interesting in their own right
fan McTaggart, Cowan, 2004, spiral bound, 104pages, 8.5 in X 11 in- SNAPS Exhibit Series # 33
99923-331 (colour)
$c41.95
$us29.95
99923-33 (black & white) $c18.25
$us13.50

British Columbia Hotel Covers, 1820 to 1920
From the 1880s to the 1920s, the travelling public used illustrated envelopes supplied by h~
tels to notify relatives and friends of their whereabouts. Ken Ellison has gathered many fine
examples, as well as postcards of some of the hotels, the stamps of the day, and postmarks from
many parts of British Columbia.
Ken ElliSOn, 2004, spiral bound, 138pages, 8.5 in X 1 tin
99014.1 (colour)
$q9.95
$us36.95
99014.0 (black white)
$c19.25
$ust4.25

Early Canada post cards, 1871-1911
In the latest SNAPS handbook George Arfken uses 170 illustrations to tell the story of Canadian
postal cards from their initiation in 1871 to the end of the reign of King Edward vn. Domestic
& foreign surface rates and uses are examined first, followed by registered postal cards and
eight appendices containing pertinent collateral information.
GtorgeArften, 2004, spiral bountl, 134pages, 8.5 in X 11 in
99015.1 (colour)
$q9.95
$us36.95

2002-2003 Releases
The half cent small queen issue of 1897
An exhibit by Herb McNaught. Gold medal, winner in numerous shows in Canada and inter,
nationally. An important reference for specialists in small queens and postal history.
Herb McNaughl~ 2002, spiral bound, 1G4pages, 8.5 in X11 in-BNAPS Exhibil Series #27
99923.271 (colour)
$q1.27
$uS30.54
99923.27 (black & white) $c19.57
$us14.48

Canadian special delivery stamps and service, 1898- 1q54
'IWo exhibits by Kimber Wald in one book. Section one: Canadian special deTivery stamps and
service 1898- 1954· Section two: Where have all the covers gone? Canadian special delivery
covers and their destinations.
Kimber A Wald, 2003, spiral bound, 19Gpages, 8.5 in X 11 in- BNAPS Exhibit Series #28
99923.281 (colour)
$C45-47
$uS33.65
99923.28 (black & white) $c20.97
$u515.52
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Canada's registered letter stamps: a reconstruction of a Horace Har...
rison exhibit
Exhibits by Horace Harrison outlining the story of registered letter stamps, Essays and proofs
from the 1865 initiative to the last plate in 1892.
jean & Bill Walton, 2003, spiral bound, 101pages, 8.5 in X 11 in- BNAPS Exhibit Series #2.9
9992.3.291 (colour)
$C34·97
$us25.88
99923.2.9 (black & white) $c t6.07
$usu.89

Registered covers 1875- 1911: a reconstruction of a Horace Harri...
son exhibit
Exhibits by Horace Harrison of registered covers 1875-1911.
jean & Bill Walton, 2003, spiral bound, 184pages, 8.5 in X 11 in- BNAPS Exhibit Series #30
99923-301 (colour)
$q1.97
$us3t.0G
9992.3.30 (black & white) $c20.27
$usts.oo

19th century registered postmarks of Canada's RPOS & a one...frame
exhibit of 2oth century RPO marks-Horace Harrison exhibits
An outline of the handling of registered mail by railway post offices.
Horace W Harrison, 2.003, spiral bound, 128pages, 8.5 rn X 11 in- BNAPS Exhibit Series #31
99923-311 (colour)
$C34·97
$ tJS25.88
99923-31 (black & white) $c16.07
$us11.89

Agricultural exhibitions of British Columbia, 1890 to 1C)30
As portrayed on illustrated advertising envelopes. A colourful,,well researched study of these
lively covers.
Ken Ellison, 2.00:3. spiral bound, Gtpages, 8.5 in X 11 in
99010.0 (colour)
$c31.47
$us23.29

Christmas seal ads on Canadian post cards
Collecting Christmas seal ads on Canadian postal stationery cards is popular among stationery
and topical collectors. Christmas seals made their debut in Canada in 1927. This book provides
a list pulling together in one document the different cards identified and published.
Arthur Klass, 2003, spiral bound, 5Gpages, 8.5 in X11 in
99004.0
$C17.47
$uS13.10

Postal shortages and surcharged issues of Newfoundland
Bob Dyer's collection, with supplementary research on all Newfoundland overprints. A va)u,
able reference for the serious collector. Second edition, with new material and now available
in full colour!
R Norris Dyer, 2.003, 137pages, 8.5 inXtt in
99923.191 (colour)
$q1.97
$ us3t.0G
99923.19 (black & white) $c20.97
$us15.70

Prices shown are available to BNAPS members on presentation of a valid
member number when placing an order. For ordering details, please see the
full BNAPS Book Department advertisement overleaf
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99923.1

# I - Canadian Participation in the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 (Robinson) . . . . •• , .. . .... ... , • . . . 13.27

9.82

99923.2

#2 - Early Express Company Oper.tions in Canada Competing with the
Post Office in Quebec & Ontario (Harrison) ... ... . . .. . .

. .. -- · -- . -- • . . .. 8.37

6.19

99923.3

#3 - British Columbia Express Covers from 1858 to 1900 (CArr) . . . .

.... . .. . . .. . . . .. 11.87

8.78

Stock#

BNAPS Member Pnee

Title

BNAPS EXHIBIT SERIES

99923.4

~ -

99923.5

#5 - Eastern Arctic Mails 1876 to 1963 (Mowat) . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . .. . .. . . .

99923.6

#6 - A Pre -Confederation Postal History of labrador (O'Reilly) • • . • • • • . . . • • . . • .

99923.7

#7 - Cross-Border Mail: Canada - United States of America

99923.8

1800-1860 (Sanderson) . . . .. . . . . .... . . . .. . . . ......... . . . ... .
#8 - Force "C" The Canadian Army's Hong Kong Story 1 9~ 1-1945 (EJiison) .

Dr. Robert Bell of the Geological Survey of Canada (Scrimgeour) • . .••• . •• . •. . • . • . . •••• . .. 13.27

9.82

. . . 11.87
. . . 9.07

8.78

. . . 13.97
. .. 9.77

IO.H
7.23

6.71

99923.9

#9 - Registration Mart<ings and Registered letter Stamps (wssey)

.... .. . . . .. 17.47

12.93

99923.10

#10 - Money Order Office Datestamps 1928 -19~5 (Narbonne)

.. . ........ 13.97

IO.H

99923.11

#I I - Mining: British Columbia's Heritage (Jacobi)

.. ... ..... . 16.77

12.~ 1

99923.12

# 12 - A Canadian in Siberia I918-1921(Smlfh)

99923.13

# 13 - Untold Wealth: Canada's Mineral Heritage (Kurz)

99923.14

# I_. .. Canadian Postal Rates and Rouces to North American

99923.15

#IS - Canada: Postal Regulations, Rates & Usages: Domestic and International
Mall, 1897- 1911 {Pawluk) ..... ...... .......... .. .... .

. ... . . .. .. ... . .. ... 20.97

15.52

99923.16

#16- The Broken Circle Postmarks of Canada (Scrimgeour) .... .

16.77

12.4 1

99923.17

#17 . Via Vancouver: Canada's Transpacific Maritime Mails (Unwin)

10.47

7.75

99923.18

# 18- Newfoundland Postal Stationery 1873-19~1 (Harrison) .. ..

.. .. .... .. . 13.27

9.82

99923.191

# 19 - Postal Shortages, and Surcharged Issues of Newfoundland (Dyer) Colour Version .. . .. . .... . . . ~ 1.97

31.06

99923.19

# 19 - Postal Shortages, and Surcharged Issues of Newfoundland (Dyer) B&W Version .. . .. . • •.. . • . 20.97

15.52

99923.20

#20 - The Arst Four Suppliers of Canadian Postal Stationery and its

. . ... .. . . .... . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .... . 13.27

9.82

99923.21

#21 - Internment Mail in Canada (wcluk) . . . .... . . . .... .. ... . . , . . . .. .. . .. . . . .... .. . . .. . . . I 1. 17

8.27

99923.22

#22 - Canada's Busine" Postal Cards (Horrfson) .. . . . ..... .. ..... .. . .... . .... . .... .. ...... . 13.97

10.34

99923.23

#23 - Postmarks of the District of Assiniboia (Froser)

99923.24

#24 - Official Air Mail Rates to Foreign and Overseas Destinations (Whitely) . . . . • • . . • • • . . . . • . . • . 9.07

6.71

99923.25

#25 • Canada Perfins Used on Cover (Troquoir) . ... .. . .. .... .... .. . . . . . . . . .. . .... . .. . . . .. . 16.07

11.89

99923.26

#26 - Canadian Re-Entries 1852- 1953 (Voss) . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . .. . 11.87

8.78

99923.271

#27 The Half-Cent Small Queen Issue of 1882-1897 (McNaught) Colour version . .... . . .. • . . .. . ~ 1.27

30.5~

-

.. . . . .. . . . ..... . .. . . . . . 11.87

8.78

. .. . .. . . . .. 15.05

II. I~

..... . ... .. 175.50

112.65

.... . . .. . .... . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. 13.97

10.34

Special Hardbound colour version

Destinations 18S9-1914 (WiNsiXI) .. . . . . .

Usages 1860-1910 (Harrison) . . .. . . . . . . .

. .... . . . . .. . . .. ... . .... .. .... .. . 8.37

6. 19

99923.27

#27 The Half-Cent Small Queen Issue of 1882-1897 (McNaught) B &W version • . . . . . . . . .

19.57

1 ~.48

99923.281

#28 Canadian Special Delivery Exhibits (Wokl) Colour version . .... . • .. . . .... .... . . ...

. ~5.47

33.65

99923.28

#28 Canadian Special Delivery Exhibits (Wold) B&W version .. . • . .• . . .. . . .... .

. 20.97

I 5.52

99923.291

#29 Canada's Registered letter Stamp.: Horoce Harrison Exhibits (Walton) Colour version

.34.97

25.88

99923.29

#29 Canada's Registered letter Stamps: Horace Harrison Exhibits (Walton) B&W version ..

16.07

11.89

99923.301

#30 Registered Covers 1875 - 19 11: Hor.ce Harrison Exhiblts(W<llton) Colour version ....

.~ 1 .97

31.06

99923.30

#30 Registered Covers 1875 - 19 11: Horace Harrison Exhibits (Walton) B&W version . . .. . . .. . . 20.27

IS.OO

99923.311

#31

19th Century Registered Postmarks of Canada's RPOs (HorrlsiXI) Colour version . . .. . . .. . . H .97

25.88

99923.31

#31

19th Century Registered Postmarks of Canada's RPOs (HorrisiXI) B&W version

11.89

. . . .. . . . .. . 16.07
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Stock #
99010.0
99212.0
99659.0
99786.2
99503.0
99339.0
99282.0
99794.2
99338.0
99738.1
99737.2
993n.O
99004.0
99248.0
99459.0
99333.0
99389.3
99389.1
99389.2
99~15 .0

99463.1
99463.2
99267.0
997 17.0
99279.0
99506.0
99462.1
99462.2
99723.0
99975.0
99289.0
99nO. I
99no.2
99no.3
99n0.4

Title

BNAPS Member Price

C$

Agricultural Exhibitions of British Columbia (Ellison. Ken) I 2003 . .. . . .... . . . . . . .. .. . , . ..... , , , . 31 .47
The Bickerdike Machine Papers (Newman, Geoffrey R.) I 1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . 4.95
Canada and the Universal Postal Union 1878-1900 (Arlken, George B.) I 1992 .. . . . .. • •. .. .• . • .. • . 13.97
Canada- BNA Philately (An Outline) (Richardson, Ed) I 1981 . . . .• . .. . . .. •... ... . . . . .. .... .. .. 6.97
Canada Inkjet (Jet Spray) Cancels 1992-1999 (Weiner) I 1999 . , ..... , .. • .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6,97
Canada Post Office Guide - 18S2 (Steinhart, Allan L ) /Aug 1993 . .•... . . • , .. ... .. . .. . . . ..... . .. 13.27
The Canada Precancel Handbook (Walburn, H.G.) I 1988 . . .. . ..... . • , • . . • . . . . '" Special Price .. 5.00
Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century
(Day, K.M. & Smythies, E.A.) I 1981 . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '" Special Price .. 4.50
The Canadian Map Stamp of 1898 - A Plating Study (Bradley, Whitney L) / 1999 ...... . . ... . . ..... . 27.97
Canadian Military Postal History Anthology (BNAPS) / 1991 .... ... ..... ... . . ... . . . ......... , .20.97
Canadian Permit Postage Stamp Catalogue (Staocker, Dick) I 1996 . . . . • . . . . • . . . ·'"' Special Price .. 5.00
A Canadian Railway Postal History Anthology (CRPOSG) I 1993 ... ... . . .. . ..... . . . . ... . . . ... 20.97
Christmas Seal Ads on Canadian Post Cards (Kws,Art) I 2003 . . . . ... ..... . .. .... . • .. ... • . • , . . 17.47
Constant Pbte Variedes of d'le Canada Small Queens (Reiche, Hans) I Sep 1981 . . . . ... •• .. , . • .• , . . 3.50
The Cumulative Index to BNA Topics 1944-1997 (Livermore, Charles) I Aug 1998 . .. . .. .. , . ... , , , .20.97
Fancy Cancels on Canadian Stamps 1855 to 1950 (Lacelle, D.M.) /2000 . . •. ... .. . • .. •• • • .. • • . .. . • 17.47
The Handbook of Air Mall Slogan Cancels of Canada
(Coutts, Cecil C. & Rosenblat. Daniel G.) I June 1999 ....... . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .... .. . . .. .. . .. . . 13.65
Hand Stamp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada - Supplement# I
,
(Friedenthal, Steven A) I 1998 ... . . . . . . .... . .. . .... .. . . .... . .. . . . . .
5.57
Hand Stamp Slogan Postal Markings of Canada • Supplement #2
\ ,
(Fiiedenthal, Steven A) I 1999 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . .. . . • .. . 8.37
John Boyd and Coctonwood, B.C. (Scrimgeour, Gray) I O ct 1997 . . . . .. .. . . .... . •• .... • .• . . . , .. . , 13.27
Major E.R. Toop Collection of Canadian Military Postal History -Volume One
(McGuine, C.fl.. & Narbonne, fi..F.) I May 1996 , .... . .. .... . .. ..... ... ..... . .... .. . ... , , , . , , , , 17.~7
Major E.R. Toop Collection of Canadian Military Postal History -Volume Two .. .. . . .. . . . • .. .. •... ..
(McGuine, C.fl.. & Narbonne. fi..F.) I May 1996 .... . . .. ... . .. .. . . .. ... .. . . . . .. . . . . .. , . . . .. . .. . 17.~7
NorthW<!st Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986. (O'Reilly, Kevin) I 1987 • . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . 5.95
Post Office Department & Parliamentary Record In Canada (Ontario & Quebec)
from 1780 to 1925 (Hillman, Thomas) I 1993 ..... . ....... . . . ..... . ..... . . . ..... . . .. .. . .. . .. . 4.20
The Postal History of the District of Assiniboia 1882-1905 (Kell, Ronald) I 1987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.07
Railway Postmarks of the Maritimes, A Study of the Cancellation Devices 1866- 1971 .. .. . • , . .. • . .. .
(Groy, Ross D.) I 2000 .. . . . ....... . . . . .... . . .. . . .. ... . ..... .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. ... . ... . . .. .. 11.17
Slogan Postal Markings of Canada in the 193 1-40 Period (Rosenblat, Daniel G.) I 1991 . . . . • • • . . . . . . . 4.95
Slogan Postal Markings of Canada in the 1941-53 Period (Rosenblat. Daniel G.) I 1992 . , , • • , . , , •... , 4.95
Specimen Overprinu of British North America (Boyd. Norman) I 1991 . .. . . .... .. .... .. .. , , . , , . , 13.27
The Squared Circle Cancellations of Canada (Fifth Edition) (Gordon, John) I Aug 2001 . . . .. .. . . ..... 25.87
The Squared Circle Postmarks of Canada (Moffat. W.G. & Hansen, Glenn) I 1981 . . .. . .. . . • , ..... . . . I0.47
Transatlantic Study Group Handbooks (Arnell)
Handbook #I - Handbook on Tronsatlantic Mail/ 1987 .. . .. ... . ... . ..... .. . .... .. . .. . . . . . .... 4.95
Handbook #2 · Transatlantic Stampless Mail to and from British North America / 1989 . . ..... .. . , .. 9,07
Handbook #3 · The Transitional Decade from Sail to Steam on the North Adantlc I 1991 . .. •. .. . , .. ~.20
Handbook #4 · Transatlantic Mail to and from British North America/ 1996 . . . . . ... . ... ... . ... . . . 20.97

US$
2).29
3.61

10.34
5. 16
5. 16
9.82
3.65
3.29
20.70
15.52
3.65
15.52
12.93
2.45
15.52
12.93
10.1 0
4.12
6.20
9.82
12.93
12.93
4.40
) .II
6.71
8.27
3.61
Ml

9.82
19. 14
7.75
3.61
6.71
l . ll
15.52

NOTICE TO BNAPS MEMBERS: August 1, 2004 - AithoughAuxano Philatelic Services has decided to leave the
retail philatelic book business, Auxano WILL CONTINUE to operate the SNAPS Book Department until a replacement has been arranged. Please place your orders for SNAPS books with Auxano at the addresses below. Members
should note that the prices In this advertisement reflect the full 30% member discount approved by the SNAPS Board
of Directors In September 2003.These discounted prices are available only upon presentation of a valid SNAPS member number when placing an order.
Auxano Philatelic Services Inc. 107,525 • II Ave SW Calpry, AB TlR OC9
OrderToll Free In Nord> America: 1-866-8.31-4463
Dlrect:403-54l-1 171 Fax:403-S4l-117S
email: order@auxanostamps.ca -'>slte: www.auxanostamps.ca
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Simply lhe'
Best Stamp
· ColleCtors
Insurance

For All
SNAPS
Members ·

We're proud to be
the official insurer
for BNAPS members.
Experience

comprehensive
insurance you
need to fully cover
your wonderful
collectibles (we
can insure all your
collections, from
stamps to many
other hobbies).
Protect your
collection with the
only Americanowned stamp
insurance agency,
and do it at highly
attractive rates,
too!

Insure your
stamp and/or
• No complicated cover collection
forms to fill out. with the most
experienced
collectibles
• Always hlghry
agency
c:omP-fttlve . insurance
in the world.
nltes,ulow
Collectibles
•• $12 ptr year. Insurance Agency
has been the #1
• PersonaliZed
insurance choice
service
for America's
philatelists for 34
• Nottemlzed
years. Note:
Inventory of
Normal
your .c ollection homeowners'
Insurance cannot
Is required~
give you the
• Prompt~ fair and
expert cl•'ims
.collectinsure.com
handling.
Call, write, e-mail or fax us today for
• 12,500 collectors our rates and FREE brochure.

www

and:over
1,500dealers
Insure: ~ us.
• 24-Hour-A-Day
S.rvfce with our
. Toi(FrH ·
'~888" Number
(1-888:-83.,-8537)

and Internet
'WebSite:

Reputation

Scores of SNAPS
members already

Insure their
collections with
us. Our reputation
for prompt and
personal service is
a key reason why
your BNAPS board
selected us as your
official insurer.

Offlclal lnsur·
ance provider
forBNAPS,
AAPE, AFDCS,
ARA, and ATA.

Collectibles
slneo19681nsuranceAgency
P.O. Box 1200-BN • Westminster MD 21158
Phone: 1-888-837-9537 • Fax: {410) 876-9233
E-Mail: collectlnsure@plpelfne.com
Website: www.collectlnsure.com
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Executives, Directors & Officers
British North America Philatelic Society Ltd
Home Page: http://www.bnaps.org
Kids site: http://www.bnaps.org/stamp4kids

Elected officers: Executive
President Robert A Lee, #203 - 1139 Sutherland Ave, Kelowna BC Vt Y 5Y2
(bobllProbertaleeauctions.com)
First Vice~President P Charles Livermore, too~oS Ascan Avenue, Forest Hills NY 11375
(charlesliver more@ hotmail.com)
Vice~President Regional Groups Robert K Lane, 12 Gilchrist Place, StAlberlAB TSN 2M3
(webmaster@bnaps.org)
Vice~President Study Groups Douglas Lingard, 2425 Blackstone Cr, Ottawa ON KtB 4H3
Oingardd@istar.ca)
Secretary Peter Jacobi, #6- 2tG8-150A St, Surrey BC Y4A 9w4 (pjacobi@shaw.ca)
Treasurer James Oim) Hansen, 117 Village Road, Newbury NH 03255 (j..hansen@conknet.com)

Elected Officers: Board of Directors
(Ten .sitting members; five elected in the even numbered years for four-year terms.)
Servmg 2000-2004:
John T. Burnett, 4515 Arrowhead Dr SE, Decatur AL 3560J-J141 (jb45855@aol.com)
ArlKiass (Chairman),143 Woodshire Drive, Parkersburgwv 2Gto1- 9215 (artkl@charter.com)
Harry W Machum, PO Box 123, Little Current ON POP tKO (machumllPvianet.on.ca)
WilliamS Pawluk, PO Box 6032, Station A, Calgary AB T2 H 2L3 (bill.pawluk@shaw.ca)
J Don Wilson, 11 Elm Place, StJohn's Nl' AlB 254
Serving 2002-2006:
George Dresser, 501 Fairview Avenue, College Station TX 7784 0 (g..-dresser@tamu.edu)
Graham McCleave, t8G Willington St, Fredericton NB E3B 3A5 (mccleave@nbnet.nb.ca)
Richard Morris (pittphil@mindspring.com)
JohnS Gordon, 2364 Gallant Fox Court, Reston VA 20191 (jkgordo@hotmail.com)
JohnS Keenleyside, 622- 470 Granville St, Vancouver Be v6c 1v5 (pkjackal@aol.com)

Committees and Appointed Officers
Awards Coordinator William Geijsbeek, 6616 140th Place NE, Redmond, WA 98052- 4649
(e~mail: geijsbeek@attglobal.net)
BNAPortraitSEditor Vic W illson, PO Box 10026, College Station TX 77842- 0026
Oloydwill@aol.com)
BNAPS Book Department Auxano Philatelic Services, 207, 525-11 Avenue SW,
Calgary AB T2R oc9 (order@auxanostamps.ca)
BNATopics Editor David Handelman, Math Dept, University of Ottawa, Ottawa ON KIN GN5
(rochelle2@sympatico.ca (home], dehsg@uottawa.ca [officeD
BNATopics Editorial Assistant Audrey Covert, 187 w 200 sAve, Raymond, AB TOK 250
Board ofExaminers Chairman Ed Harris, G20- 75th AveNW; Calgary AB TZK OP9 (harrise@shaw.ca)
CirculationManager(BNAPortraitS/aNATopics) Wayne Smith, PO Box 104, Don Mills ON M3C 2R6
(waynesmithtor@yahoo.ca)
Convention Committee Chairman Earle Covert, 187 w 2.00 sAve, Raymond AB TOK 250
(ecovert@telusplanetnet)
Dealer Liaison 6- Advertising Mgr Hank Narbonne, Box 102, McDonalds Corners ON KOG 1 MO
Elections Committee Chairman Don Ure, 6706 Emerald Lake Drive, Troy Ml 48098
(gracepure@juno.com)
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British North America Philatelic Society Ltd

Ethics Committee Chairman William CWalton, t2S Thrtleback Rd., Califon NJ 07830
(jwalton 971@aol.com)
Exchange Circuit Manager Andy Ellwood, PO Box 83004, Vista Centre Ottawa ON KlV 1A3
(andy _ellwood@rogers.com)
Finance Committee Art Klass, address above (chairman, Board of Directors)
Historian P Charles Livermore, address above (First vice~president)
judging Committee William C Walton, address above (ethics committee)
Nominations Committee Chairman William C Walton, address above (ethics committee)
Plans ~Procedures Committee Chairman Fritz Angst, w 2200 First National Bank Bldg, St Paul
MN SS101 (fangst@briggs.com)
Policy~ Procedures Manual Editor John Burnett, address above (director)
Publicity Officer Dean Mario, PO Box 342 MPO, Saskatoon SK S7K 3L3
Publications Committee Chairman Mike Street, 73 Hatton Drive, Ancaster ON L9G 2HS
(mikestreet@hwcn.org)
Speakers/Ambassadors Coordinator Norris R (Bob) Dyer, 1708 Granada Ct, Petaluma CA 949S44S31 (nrdyer@attbi.com)
Study Group Reporter Robert Lemire, PO Box1870, Deep River ON K011PO
(rlemireooo @sympatico.ca)
Webmaster Robert K Lane, address above (v- P Regional Groups)

Membership fees
Annual membership fees are$ c 2S or equivalent in us dollars. Membership applications
submitted during the second or third quarter of the year should be accompanied by 7S% or
so%, respectively, of the annual fee. Applications submitted during the fourth quarter of the
year should be accompanied by 2S% of the annual fee plus the full fee for the coming year.
Family memberships are available for so% more than the individual membership fee. Threeyear memberships can be obtained at a 10% reduction. Send application form and cheque or
money order to the Secretary, Peter Jacobi, address above.
Subscriptions: For members of the Society, $12.so- included in membership
fees; members automatically receive the journal. Non-members:
$2o.oo. For information contact the Secretary, address above.
Changes of address: These should be sent to the Secretary.
Missed, damaged, . .. , copies: Contact the Circulation Manager, Wayne Smith (address above).
Manuscripts can be submitted to the Editor in these formats: (1) electronic, preferably with
paper copy, or (2) typewritten (double-spaced) or neatly handwritten. Acceptable electronic
formats include Macintosh- or IBM (compatible)-formatted diskettes, or cos. Illustrations
must not be sent in Word or Wordlmperftct files! Text files should be ascii (i.e., text with no
formatting); .rtf (rich text format) is also acceptable. Letters or articles may be submitted by
e- mail (jpg is the preferred format for illustrations sent as attachments). Illustrations must
be sent as separate files from text files. If in doubt, consult the Editor or the website.
For electronic text, please leave a blank line between paragraphs. Names should be written
with initials (or full given names) first, and without periods (as in, 1 P Freely, not Freely, I.P.).
Preferred format for dates is day month year, as in 14 September 17s2. Avoid use of all-caps,
footnotes, or underscoring unless absolutely, positively NECESSARY.
Literature for review: Send to Literature Reviews, c/o David Handelman, Editor
~ Please note that unless prior agreement is obtained from the
Editor, literature for review mus t be sent to the Editor, who
will select an arms-length reviewer.
Publications Board: Chairman: Mike Street; David Handelman (ex-officio), Robert
Lemire, Vic Willson (ex-officio).
Opinions expressed are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent those of the
Society, the editor or publisher.
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Public Stamp Auction
Next auction: Fall2004
Jim Hennok
Licensed Auctioneer
will sell at public auction without reserve

Canada, Newfoundland & Provinces
British Commonwealth & Foreign
Featuring
Stamps, covers, proofs
Collection s, large lots
Extensive collection of precancels
Full sheet of the 2 ¢ map stamp, plate 3

To be held in our auction galleries
Free introductory catalogue
185 Queen St East

JIM A HENNOK LTD
•

Toron tooN MSA 1s2Canada

Tel: (416) 363- 7757
•

e-mail: hennok@>sympatico.ca

New! Visit our website: www.hen nok.ca

Our vendors speak
R Maresch & Son
Toronto Ontario

2 April1998

Attention: Bill Maresch and Rick Schreyer
Dear Bill and Rick,
Many thanks to you and your staff at R Maresch & Son for
all your hard work in selling my West Indies collections
so effectively.
I really appreciated your letting me review the descrip~
tions and lotting for my part of the auction, although, in
the event, I had little to add to the excellent work you
had done. Fellow collectors told me that Toronto was the
wrong place to sell West Indies- your results proved them
wrong. You certainly performed far better than major au~
cion houses in Europe to which I have consigned material
in the past. My worries about having my auction material
among the last lots in a five~session 28 0 0 ~lot auction
were also proven to be groundless.
I should also like to pass on to you the comments of sev~
eral fellow~collectors from overseas, to the effect that they
were very pleased to bid with complete confidence on lots
where your wonderfully accurate colour illustrations gave
themn a true feeling for the colour shades that can be so
important in our hobby.
You did me proud- many thanks.
Yours sincerely,
John "IYacke

Dealers in fine stam ps since 1924

r. rnaresch & son
5TH F L OOR 6075 YONGE S T TORONT O, ON M5H 288 CANADA

'Zr(416) 363--7777

peter@maresch.com Fax(416)

Visit us at our website http:#www.maresch.com

363~6511

