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NOW AVAILABLE 

* 
7th Edition of the Holmes Speciali%ed 
CATALOGUE on CANADA f:t B. N. A. 

Price $5.00 postpaid (Please add 18c to checks for bank 
charges.) T.hls cntalogue is a "must" for every collector ot. 
these interesting ite-1118. It covers the entire field very com­
pletely-Postage, Revenues, Statlone.ry, Airs, etc., etc., etc. 

Write for full proapKtua if at all in doubt. 

* 
April 1st Day Covers-St. Johns 26c, Ottawa. 20o. 

SPECIAL 

Cover with laBt Newfoundland and New Canada Iesue 35c. 

* 
We sell stamps too-

Many intere.atln;r items and lots on hand. 

We would be glad to hear from you. Lists !ree. 

VICTORIA STAMP GO. 
LONDON, 40, ONTARIO CANADA 



BNA TOPICS 141 

BNA TOPICS 
Official Jour114l of 

The British North America Philatelic Society 

Published monthly at Lawrence, Kaneas $8 .()() per year 

Vol. 6, No.7 July-August 1949 Whole No. 6J. 

Editor: JAOK LIDV1NE, 74 Arlington Avenue, Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 

ASSOC'IATE EDITORS: Russell All ison, 712- 17th St., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Charla. deVolpi, 4720 Gros.venor Ave., Montreal, Canada 
Edward Whiting, 126 Woodaand Avenue, Malvern, Pa. 
Gordon P. Lewis, 13 Ea.stern Ave., Brampton, Ont., Canada 

ADVERTISING RATES 
1 Insertion 

Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8 . 00 
Halt Page .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4.76 
Quarter Page . . . . . . • . . . . . 8. 00 
Single Column Inch . . . . . . 1.()0 

6 Insertlona 
$7.00 

4.00 
1 .50 

.85 

12 InsertloM 
U . OO· 
1.5() 
2.00 
. 75 

Copy Must Be Received by 15th of Month Preceding Publication 

THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
••• 

OFFICERS FOR 1949·1851 

President: Ril'CHARD P. HEDLEY, 4&2 Franklin .st., Buffalo 2, N. Y. 
Vioe President: IAN C. MORGAN, 1455 Union Ave., Montreal, Canada 
Secretary: JACK LEVINE, 74 Arlington Ave., Brooklyn 7, N . Y. 
Treasurer: Wn.LIAM C. PETERMAN, 80 Cranberry St., Brooklyn 2, N. Y. 

Bd. of Governors: s. C. CALDER, Rediae, Bradehaw Rd., Marple, Cheshire. Eng. 
V. G. GREENE, 77 Victoria St., Toronto 1, ·Canada 
1'1RED JARRETT, SO Bloor St. W., Toronto 5, Canada 
H. R. M'EYER.S, 101 West 60th St., New York 23, N. Y. 
D. C. MEYERSON, 210 West 70th .St., New York 2~, N. Y. 
E. A. RllCHARDSON, 21'7 Columbia St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
L. D. SHOEMAKER, 1612 Bloss om Park, Lakewood 7, Ohio 

• • • 
Departments: SALES MANAGER, H. R. Meyere, 101 W. 60th St .. N .Y. 28, N.Y.. 

LIBRARIAN, R. J. Duncan, Box 118, Armstrong, B. C., Canada 

The NEW Y.OR:K GROUP meets the Srd Thursday of each month at the Collec­
tor's Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York City 

The PHJILA.DELPH:IA GRIOUP meets .the 1st Thursday of each month at 7984 
Pickering St., Phll'adelphla, Pa. 

The 'l'WirN CITY GROUP meets the 2nd Tuesday tJf each month at 49'32 Morgan 
Avenue, Mln~eapolls. Minn. 

The NIAGARA FRONTIER GROUP meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of eaeh 
month at 2403 Weaton Ave., NJ&sara Falls, N. Y. 



H2 BN'A ·TOiP'JCS 

Editorial 
H ow do you llke our new cover design? \l:sn't 1t excellent! 'Va!t Ull you t~ee 

the other Improvements in this i&S'UC. Wbo Is responso!ble? No, not me­
r:rordon P. Lewis, he's our· mu.n! I'm sure I express the sentLments and opinion 
ot aU In thanking Gordon for his marvelous Improvement of BNA TOPICS. 
M ore good news-Gordon Lewlso has joined our Editorial Staff. Let me tell 

you something about Gordon so you can ·better understand w.hat that an­
nouncement portends beside what you have a.lrcady seen. 
s orn In North Battletord, Sa.skatc1lewan, Canada, In 1913. Married In 1940 to 

a most charming young lady from Toronto, Ont.; has a girl 7 years, a boy 18 
months. Started •collecting stamps In 19·~5, !1118t general, then British Empire, 
then BN!A. Sold first BNA c·ollectlon in 194'1 on going overseas (4 year.s serv­
Ice) with the R. ·C. A. F. ls now working on another BINA coLlection with em­
r.hasis on modern Canada. Has wo,·ked In the printing line In plants In West­
<'rn Canada, Quebec and Ontario, an:l a.t present, Is an Instructor In the School 
vf Graphic Arts, Ryerson Institute of Technology, Toronto, Ont. Now do you 
understand why we can look fol'ward to more Improvements In BNA TOPlOS? 
G ordon Lewis Is Editor of the B'NAPEX 1949 Ed!Uon ot our Yearbook; I am 

hell>lng In an advi!IOry capacity. I know what Gordon Is preparing for this 
edition of .the Yealibook. and let me assure you it is the best! Appearance, 
"'u'bject matter, composition-everything that goes Into producing ancl providing 
an ex;cellent Yearbook Is being done. 
w e 'CD.n have the finest Yearbook this year: something to compare and m.nk 

with the best ever. We have the man ·to give It to us but, we rull must 
help! v.re know our Yearbooks are financed entirely by the Income realized 
from adlvertlsements In them. We know these advertisements must come from 
dealers, auctioneers and, primarily, the members and their collector or dealer 
rrlends. We know our Yearbooks are our "beat foot forward" and .that neither 
Gordon, Y'OU, nor I can make that sfep alone. \Ve should advertise: we showld 
make a personal and ctlrect et!ort to advise our !rlends to do likewise-we want 
t he best fo r SNAPS! 
1 can't pla.ce to·o much emphas1s oa the wide ctlstrlbu-tion this edl.tlon of our 

Yearbook wlll have, especially to collectors of BNA and, very likely, to col­
lectors of other countries too. Our Show at Buffalo Is going to receive lots 
and lots of visitors !rom everywhe:-e. Ea.ch visitor will receive a copy of the 
Yeanbook. Will that be dlsU'Ibution- wlll your ad reach Interested readers? 
A big favor. If you have decided to use the Yearbook to advertise your need6 

or offering&, p lease send your copy NOW to Gordon at his new address 
Gordon P. Lewis 
13 E .. tern Avenue 
Brampt on, O nt., Ca na da 

Don't make Gordon suffer an orde.:tl ot the department S'tore sa.le.sman on the 
Clay before Christmas. Shop early: mall early-and use Exhibition ,Seals (ex­
.ra plug). 
w elcome Gordon-so glad you're on our team. 

• • • 
T ime to remind the metnlbers and a.dvertisers that we will not have an issue Off 

•BNA TOPJlCS for August; printer's vacation time. So again, we give you 
rt com blned July-August lswue. 
s eptember is Yearboolt month. ISO we won't have the neJtt Issue of the maga­

zine till the one for October-copy tor this must be In by September 1J5th. 
y ou have responded marvelously to my appeal lor material and· are witnessing 

the results. Quite some Ume tiU the next TOPICS, so load m e down With 
your articles and let's continue the bigger and better BNtA TOPl.C,S. 

I -
BNAPEX 1949 
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of BNA 
ByV. G. Gre 

EDWARD A . RICH A RDSO N 

BXAPS<-r Ex-Presl<lent, Ed Rich­
ardson, delights In the by-paths of 
philately- nothing gives him greAter 
pleasure than to acquire, say, an un­
recorded example of a Boer War pa­
triotic cover, or a new Presentation 
booklet. A·lthoug.h he only colle ::~s 
Oanada and Prince Edward JRlan!'l. 
Mr. Rlchar.dson covers the ground 
thoro11ghly nnd has (·ollectlonR '>f 
stamps on and of£ cover; Revenue and 
Tobacco stamps; stampless covers; 
s emJ - ot'flclal A1rs ; Essays and Proofs; 
cancellations; used blocks; f1>rgerles; 
fake "Loca!s": booklets and panes; 
stationery entires: Illustrated covers 
Including H otels; Presentation boOk­
lets; Xma s 9eals; Precancels; Per­
roroted Initials: First Day and First 
Flight covers and last but not least, 
!":oldier's letters and Patriotic co·ver...;; 
relating to the Boer \Var and World 
·wars 1 nnd 2. Jnc!denta lly, his collec­
tion of Boer W ar patriotic covers has 
won prizes at several exhibitions in­
cluding ClPEX, and· is prdbably un­
equalled. 

:Mr. Richardson was born at Ithaca, 

N. Y., on March 28, 1909, 111 married 
and !n business with the Cooperative 
G. L. F. Farms Supplies Inc. as·corop­
troller and Director. He !s also a 
member of the National Counc!l of 
the Y. M. C. A.; mcrn'ber Executive 
council, Boys Scouts; City chairman, 
DPmocra.t!c Party and ~halrman o! the 
lthaca. Community Chest camvaJgn, 
1917, 8, 9. 

As a collector of twenty-five years 
standing, Ed believes the stamps of 
Cnnada are second to none for beauty, 
!IE> Id's of study, historical Interest or 
Investment. Boer War patr!otlc.e, like 
all ea t·ly !Uustrated covers, have only 
t•ecentlv come into lhe!r own and oe 
hel!ev"s theh- future !s very bright. 

C\lany of our readers will 1·emerober 
Ed's column "The Hollow Tree" which 
ran tor •three years In STAJMPS. "The 
H ollow Tree" is currently running In 
pop:("'LAR STA.MrPs and Is devoted 
to brief paragraphs on news, finds 
and comments on various to.plcs. He 
also wrote a thirty-:slx page article 
wh!· h app-eared !n the Maroon book 
of "!":tamp Spec!al!st" on "VIctorian 
Canoda" and a comprehensive article 
In the Grey book on "Canadian Patr!­
otlcs and R elated Boer War Covers•· 
which ls the best !n Its field. 

In a ddJtion to being on tb& Board 
or Governors of BNAJPS Mr. Richard­
s on is also a member ot the A. P. s., 
(', P. K. C. P. s. of Great Britain a nd 
Ithaca Philatelic Society. Ills other 
hol>hlcs are camping and photography 
but, as he r egr etfully polnt:s O'Ut, he 
hasn'.t much time left ·for either! 

The 
PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE 

(Estab. 1876) 
runs topical artlclee, epeclal-
19ed studies, a nd a fu lly lllua­
trated New Issue Chronicle. 

Annual Subscription $2 

Sample copy on request. 

H A R R IS P UBL ICATION S LTD. 
445 Strand, London, E ng. 

BUFFALO- SEPT. 16-17-18 
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Pre-Adhesive Postal History and Postal Markings of 
Newfoundland 

By William S. &. Da niel C. Meyers on 
(All r ights reserved by W ill1am S. & Daniel C. Meyerson ) 

(con tinued from p. 149) 

POSTMA RK S 1840- 1851 

Ther e were only two cir cular p ostmarks in use du ring t he corresponding 
period. The !l1111 t Is F ig. 56 (vide p. 149), u sed contemporaneous ly as a hand· 
s tamp f rom 18·+0 to 184'6. This postmark Is a lways found! s truc·k In black on 
the back of t he cover. 

' -~'tfF r ~&~ 
""~ 1-

... ..... ~ ' -J ~ . ., ' .; / ...., 

~- \' .... ~ 
)1· . .. :~ :... J 

'.rhe second po11tmar k Is a clrele com posed o! the 
word " ST J OHJNS-:NEJWPOUNDLA:ND," w ith two short 
arcs at the bottom completing the circle ( Fig. 58). T his 
postmark w3.s sen t to tb e Colony on J uly 3, 1846, and 
we h ave It on cover as early as ·Oct. 11. 1846. It ap ­
peat·s In conjunction with the "Crown Cii·cle'• and s.ans ­
se.rlt handst.amps (see Figs. 63 & 57). I Ls use extended 
well beyond t he end o! the pre-adhesive period. 

SHIP L ET TER MARKI NGS 1840-1851 

'In a dd ition, both Boggs an d ,Strange record the use ext still another mark­
Ing which always a ppears on the face of the letter to denote t hat the letter had 
a rrived by ship. It Is a black two- lined marking made up of th e words SH •JP­
LETTER/NEWFOm:-;DLAND In .rerifed capitals. The cover illustrated (Fig. 
59) s hows the type, though this cover was used In 1857. 

F ig. 59 

H owever, stnee 'both Boggs an d Strange eonfirm the tact tha.t It was In use be­
~ween lS.l0-·18•&1, we wl>ll ha ve to II.Sllume tha.t it was used during that period, 
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nnd we would appreciate hearing from anyone who has record ot a cover bear· 
mg that postmark so that we may defir.itely and positively confirm Its use dur· 
ing ~hat period. 

POSTAL HISTORY 1851-1857 

By 1850 It waa apparent that )lfewfoundland's Increasing commerce defln· 
!tely required the establishment of an organized system of communication 
within Newfoundland under the aegis of the Sit. John's Post Oflfice, and on 
April 26, 1850, the Legislature ap];lolnted a Committee to study the problem. 
\\'lthln three days, the Committee under the ~eadership of John Delaney, later 
:Post :Master General, reported favot·ably, and on May 31, 1851, the Legislatut·e 
passed an act entitled "An Act !o1· the Establishment and Regulation o! the In· 
Jand Posts In 'l'hls Colony." Althoug'h the Postal Administration of )lfe w­
JoundJand, along with those or Cana:la, Xova Scotia, )lew Brunswick and Prince 
Edwa1·d Island, had been granted complete Independence by England on July 1, 
18-51, this Act, vassed by the Newfoundland Legislature, wa..s~ purely local as It 
re lated exc~uslvcly to the regulation of mail routes, tenders,. and pr~.y for postal 
!<ervice. 

By virtue or this Act, which was to go into effect on Oct. 15, 1851, two mall 
routes were to be opened from ,St. John's; a Northern Route to 'l' wllllngate (see 
:\lap p. 2:4, Feb. 194-9), and a. Southern Route to Ca.ultois (Map II). The Act 
provided £1,000 annually for "the establishm~nt and. expenses or Packet Boats, 
.he defrayal of ·~alarles of OJiflcers and Messengers a nd for other purposes to· 
wards the canylng out effectually of the provisions of t h is .AJct.'' '!'he Governor 
was to ap];lolnt all .Postmasters who were under the supervision of the Post· 
maater General at St. John's. Jlls 3alary was to be £7.6 per year (in addition 
to his £100 from London) and his Deputies at Harl>or Grace and Carbonoor 
were to receive .£ 15 while all others were to receive £ 10. 'l'be Governor was 
authorized to establish Post Oft!ces and ap];)Oint De];luty Po;st.masters at Brigus. 
Harbor Grace, Carbonear, 'l'rlnlty, Bonavista, Fogo (on Fog.p Is. 25 miles east of 
'l'w1lllngate), Twllllngate, Bay· Bulls, F'erryland, 'l'repassey, !:>t. Mary's,. P lacen· 
tin., Burin and Harbor Britain. l-ie was author:lzed to es:tabllsh Way-Offices 
over and a;bove the postaJiflt·es esta.bllshed. 

The Post Otflces establlshed under the Act together with the Postmasters 
were: 

!Harbor Grace 
Carbon ear 
Brlgus 
Trinity 
Bonavlsta 
Fogo 
Twllllnga.te 

Bay Bw!ls 
Ferry land 
Trepassey 
Placentia 
.St. Mary's 
Burin 
Harbor Britain 

Northern Route 
Andrew Dr y.sdale 

'l'homas Hanrahan. 
WUlla.m T . Stenta!ord 

Ann Buchanan 
John La.wt·ence 
John Fitzgerald 

Joseph J . Pearce 

Southern Route 
Martin Wllllams 

John Morry 
John Devereaux 

Mary 1\forr ls 
Hannibal Murch 
T homas Burkett 

Thomas E . Gad.en 

''l'he Act stlpulated that mail could be s ent prepaid or collect. In the event 
lhe addressee refused a letter, or was dead or could not be found, the writer 
wouJd be compelled to pay the postage, If It had been sent collecL A uniform 
1 ate of three p ence currency was established tor every letter not exceeding 

... __ 
.. ........____.. BNAPEX 1949 ._L ___ _ J 



BNA TOP!ICS 147 

'it oz. In 'IY'elgdlt, and an additional three pence !or every addttlonal hal! ounce. 
A set or Rules and Regulations were also promulgated~ that gave lnetrue­

tloM a.a to how the provision• ot the Act of 185,1 should be carried out. 
Tlle rulee provided that the G. P. 0. at St. John's be kept open dally from 

9 A.M. to 4 P.M. (Sund:ay.s excepted). The ot!lce waa to remain open later If 
the malls due were late. The unpaid letter .box was to remain open at all times. 

In the event that let:ters were undeliverable, after the required time, the 
Deputy Postmruster was to write In red Ink on the tront of the letters the true 
reason for their non-delivery and return them to the Post Of!lce at St. John's 
wohere they were to be opened by the Post Ma.ater and returned to the writers. 

Way-Offices were to be established at Aquatorte, Fermeu&e, Reneww, Top­
sail, Kelllgre,ws, Holyrood, Salmonler,. Isle of Valen, Oderln, Garnish, Belleoram, 
Portugal Cove, New Perlican, Kings Cove, Catalina and. Greenspond (87 miles 
northwest or Bonavl!rta. on the western shore of Bonavlsta Bay). 

•Letters addressed to the Way-Offices were to be delivered to the Way­
O~tl'ce by the Moail Courter, a nd lette rfl received at any ot the 'Vay-·OMicee were 
to be !orwoa.rded by the Mall Courier to the next pos'tortlce on the route and 
:here be sta(llPed, taxed, a nd forwarded or delivered. 

Malls for Portugal Cove, Ha.rbor Grace, Canbonear and Brlgu.s were to be 
made up at 10 A.M. and despoat:hed from the P011t Office at St . .John's at 10:30 
A.M. on Tuesdays, Thursdaye and Saturdays. Return malls !.or Portugal Cove 
and ,st . .John'• trom Harbor Gra.ee, Car.bonear and Brlgus on Mondays, Wednee­
d·ays and' Fridays at 9· A1M. and despatched from the respective Poeto!!lce at 
9:80 A.M. 

Malle for New Perilcan, Trinity, Klnge Cove, Catalina and Bonavleta a.a 
well a.a malle for Bay Bulls, Ferryland, A'Qu.a.forte, Fermeuse, Renews a.nd Tre­
r:a86ey were to be made up at 10 A.r.r. and de~Jpatched from the Post Office at 
St . .John's at 10•: 30 A.tM. every Thursday. Return malls .tor St. John'a were to 
be moade up at Bonavlsta and Catalina respectively 1Z houre atter the a.rrlva.l of 
the mails !rom St . .John's. Mails were to 1be made up at Trinity one hour af.ter 
the arrival of the courier with the mails !rom Bonavista. At Trepassey for St . 
.John's, twelve hours after the arrival of the mall from St. John's; at Ferryland 
a nd Bay BuJls rspectlvely one hour aJeter the arrival of the courfer mail from 
Trepassey. 

•Malls for Topsa-il, Kelllgrewe, Holyrood, Salmonier, ,st. Mary's and Pla­
centia. were to be made up and des;>a.tched from St. J·ohn'e by 10:3(} A.M. every 
Tbureday. Return mall for St . .John's were to be made up at Placentia and St. 
Mary's respectively 12 hours !lifter the arrival ot the mall from St. .John's. 
The courier with the malls from Placentia was to remain at Salmonier a reaa­
onable time, not exceeding three hours, for the arrival of the courier with the 
malls from ,St. Mary's. 

•Malls for Placentia, Isle of VaJen, Oderin, Burin, Gamleh, Belloram and 
'Harbor Britain a.a well as for Greenspond, F otro and Tlwlllingate were to be 
made up at St. John's every alternate Thursday at 10 A.M. Return malls for 
St. John's were to be made up at Harbor Britain twelve hours after the arrlva:l 
of the maile from St . .John's; at Burin and Placentia re.s'J)ectlvely one hour a.f­
ter the arrival of the courier with the mails from Har.bor Britain; at Twllllngate 
forty-eight houre after the arrival ot the courier there: and at Fogo and Greens­
J)Ond respectively two hours !lifter the arrival of the packet boat on her return 
to St . .John's. Should the packet boat be detained at any of the said places by 
head windJII, the mall o!!lce was to be kept open until the pe.cket arrived. 

During the Winter sca.eon and a.t such times as the navigation of the dif­
ferent Bays was impeded •by ice, the mail was to be despatched u ne&rl7 1n 
conformity with the foregoing schooules as m1ght be found practicable. 

Bog-gs write that Hearte Content was included among the Way-Offices 
opened und~r the Act and tba.t Portuga.l <Cove, Ca.talina.. Aquaforte, Fermeu.ae, 

BUFFALO- SEPT. 16-17-18 
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"Renews, Topsail and· Kell!grews were not among those established at that time. 
We are inclined to agree. with Mr. Boggs !n this contention in spite o.f the doc­
umentary evidence to the contrary In the Rules and Regulations promulgated 
under the Act. 'We uphold Mr. Boggs' view for two reasons: 

1)' !M.r. Frank ·vv. Camp•beli has submitted tracings of all paid bandstamps 
!tnd postmarks prepared for the Colony under this Act. They confor m exactly 
to Mr. B()g'gs' list and are dated Sept. 5, 1851 (the date they are reputed to have 
been forwarded to Newfoundland). 

2)' A cover (to be discussed at greater length later) In our POSSJesslon bear­
ing the supersc1·iptlon "Catailna" does not bear either a paid bandstamp or a 
postmark from Catalina. :If a11 way-offices listed received· cancelling devices 
as directed! under the Rules and Regulations, then a Catalina marking should 
be on the letter. The fact that none appears on the letter lends further s ub­
!ltantlation to Mr. Boggs' list. 

HISTORY OF THE SOUTHERN ROUTE 1851-1857 (Map IT) 

For the complete history of the Southern Route which follo·ws, we are In­
debted to an original and most valuaJble piece of research done by the Rev. 
K1t1by. 

Wh!Je Patri>ek Ryan was the first mail courier between St. John's and Fer­
ryland, he also ca.rried the mail for Bay Bulls where Martin Will1a;ms was the 
postmaster. Jo.hn lVlorry was the first postmaster at Ferryland. Cou·rler Ryan 
also broug:hrt Trepassey's mail as far as Ferryland where i t was taken over bY 
courier Plhlllp Jla.ckman who deJivered it to John Devereaux:, the postmaster at 
Trep.as;sey. 

The mails rfor St. Mary's, Plac~ntla and a long the South Coas-t went from 
8t. J ·ohn's to Salmonier by courier Walter ,Shelley who was suoceeded after a 
few months by Andrew CoU:ghlin. Salmonier, where Patrick Hur.ley was Way­
MasteJ", wus the meeting p lace for the couriers from St. Jo.hn's, S t. Ma.ry's and 
Placentia. Here courier '\V,illiam Peddle took over ·St. Mary's mail and deliv­
ered it to Hannibal Murch, the postmaster at ,Sot. :VIary'.s. •Courier Thomas KeJly 
took the .mails for Placentia and points west of Placentia along the south coast 
and delivered them to Miss Ma1-y Mor.ris, postmistress at Placentia. 

kt Placentia, SkipJ)er John Collins of the Mail Packet Boat took over the 
mails ·for points west of P lacentia and headed acr oss Placentia Bay to Burin 
making stops to put of;f mails at Valen ·where George LeMessieur was Way­
master, and at Oderin where Mr. Furlong was Way-!Vlaster. TJ:Ie •balance of 
the mail was M'Opped oM at Burin where Thomas Bir kett was po&tmast er. 

'Thomas Harris was the first contractor for the conveyance Olf mails west­
W'ard from Burin to Way-Office Garnish by courier and from Garnish to Har­
bor Britain by sailing packet. 'Tho:rnas E. Gaden was the postmraster at Harbor 
Britain. 

HISTORY OF THE NORTHERN ROUTE (Ma;p I, p. 24) 

AccoNiing to the information that is available, the mail '"'as sent from 'St. 
John's to Portugal •Cove on the Eastern shore of Conception Bay 'by courier. 
From there H was can-id across the Bay to Brigus, Harbor Grace and Carbonear 
by .sailing vessel. Trinity and Catalina were served by boat and from the lat­
•.er settlement the mail continued to Bonavista by courier. J?rom this point the 
mail was forw>ardoo by courier and vessel to T'willlngate with lntermect1a.te 
:.tops to deliver tbe mail at the towns and Way-Offices of Greenspond, King& 
Cove andi Fogo. Se~vice on this route was more severely bother ed •bY th e 
'Vlnter weather. / 

(to be continu ed ) 

EO.~A!l the reproductions of portions of manuscripts illus trated in t h is series 
are f1•om the original and complete letter sheets In the collection of the author s 
unleaa otherwise stated. 
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The B. N. A. Specialists Catalog 
At last the latent desires of our members are coming to the tore, particu­

Jarl·y with regards to a B. N. A. S:PeclaJists Catalog. I have headed this epistle 
"Sipeclallsts Catalog" because for the average oeolJector th!lre are a lot o! fine 
catalogs or lists on the market, but what we B'N:APSers want Is a "bible," not 
necessarily garnered by one Individual, but by all the members of our Society. 
I a.m not being Irreverent when I use the term "bible," tbut we all want a ref­
E"rence that we can rely upon, to be authentic guide In the pursuit of•our hobby; 
a. reference that can be revised and re-edited lrom time to time as new Infor­
mation is brought to light. 

Remember of course that a ven:ure .such as this is not easy; It will take a 
Jot of work, time and money; it cannot be prepared overnight; but surely 
amongst our 500 odd members there Is enoug.h data to put before a committee 
to at least start the 1ball rolling. 

For the past 15 year.s I have ~ept a record of B. N. A. In Its entirety. It 
first started with tbe regular G~bbons and Scott listings, and as the years rolled 
on, several new lists were prepared and any Information from fcJio.w B. 2\. A. 
collectors, auction catalogs, philatelic magazines, etc., were carefully noted. 
~ow I have a loose Jeaf book on Canada and the Provinces showing all and ev­
uy shade, pert. varieties, etc., even Including the constant "tly-specks." I am 
only one and there must be many of our members who .have comp1led simllar 
lists, and If all this ' Information could be dlver.ted to one source, we wou'ld have 
the nucleus, or perhaps even more, to start the B. N. A . Specla.Jiats Catalog. 

I would like to list a few pertinent facts concerning the development of a 
Catalog. They are not necessarily in chronological order, but each one has been 
studied with a view to obtaining the best possible catalog for all concerned. 

PU RPOS E : The purpose o.f our Sooclety is to disseminate knowledge and 
nformatlon about the Postal Hlsto.·y and the Postage and Revenue Stamps of 

British North America. Our membership Is so scattered that It Is not possible 
for all o! us to meet and discuss these matters In person; therefore, through. 
'"l'OF!IC,S," or through the medium af a Ce.tal'Og, we can a11 .benefit by and from 
!.he knowledge of others. \oVie are a diversified lot of collectors, therefore, the 
Catalog should be dlversHled and list cvery•thlng of a minor or major nature, 
provided of course they are authentic and constant. 

ORGAN IZATI ON : A committee should be formed, or I shouJd say several 
tommlttees; eaoch committee to have a chairman and Its members .):o be special­
'sts In a particular section of B. N. A. Sub-committees could be formed In 
various centers such as New York, Phlladelphla, "Montreal, Toronto, etc., which 
have a large membership representation, and decide what particular phase of 
B. N. A. they wish to stu(ey" to preparing the necessary data for a central com­
mittee. 0! course all such su)l-commlttees should call upon anY recognized 
v.uthorlty on their phase who might not be with·ln their Immediate area for 
consultation and dls~usslon. 

IN FOR MATION : For a .start, the Information desired should be confined 
to varieties not nol"'TTally listed In general catalogs. Varieties such as perfora­
tions. lmpents, shades, papers, printing tlaws, re-entries, plate flaws, etc., 
!>'houJd be constant and, It possible, their plate number and position given and 
verl!led. H some fly-speck varieties may seem picayune today, It Is well to 
remember that the Insignificant dots In the 1860's are the minor and sometimes 
major varieties of today. Where poas~ble the date of issue a.nd number printed 
should be listed· even though this information lSI readily obtainable !rom Ottawa 
fo1· the 20th century Issues and Jarrett, Bogga and Holmes give most of t his 
Information for the 19th century issues. •Once and for a lways the ~;hades of 
B. N. A. should be correctly nam~d by means of a colorimeter I! neces.sary. 
The central committee will dec1de which are to be considered major and/or 
minor varieties and which shall or shall not be listed at their disoerellon and In 
their ~Ina! judgem~nt 

P RE PARAT ION : It has been suggested that our Society publish lhl& cat­
alog. Another suggestion offered was the posslbUity of future publlcatlon of 
such a B. N. A. Catalog by the Scott Publlca.tlon Co. Which action to follow 
ia to~ our co~s.lderatton and decls!OJ?.. ·However, v,:lth all the data prepared, i t 
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would ·be a very great step and determination In the decision for publlcatlon 
either b'Y -our S-ociety or by Scott's and I am sure the Information would be 
madie avallabJe to them If' they sho~lld so decide to publish it. 

FORM: 'Wihat is the best way to present this Specialists Catalog; aa a 
priced catalog? as a check list? or a combination o.f' both? Jn book form.? or In 
loose-leaf form? ·A questlonalre could be Inserted In TO.f'IDCIS outlining the 
pertinent !acts rub-out the catalog and thus each member could express his opin­
Ion and at least In that way the ma.jorlty will be satisfied. Per.S'onally I would 
~uggest the ;oose-le.a.f lfor.m with pages· printed on !both sides, size 6 x 9lh 
Inches, so that ,they will fit Into the standard ring binder. After each catalog 
,lUmber a suffix to be used foQr sho.des and varieties, etc., and also sufficient 
space allowed for any future additions of Information or varieties. Periodical 
reports o.f' progress could be made in TQPIJ!C,S. 

·Pricin-g could be similar to "Boggs," I.e., with "N '' for the normal catalog 
value (Scott's) and xN for other than normal, where x equal tlie factor ot mul­
tlpl1ca.tlon. 

.JtJ:' f..'GI ~DESCRIPTION 

0 . \'l" '"'' · ·, . , 

-• _ __ Dll ~oa·roa • 1/IOT'if • 

4 o, > - J'obl.O/ l.IMI 

• --··· 
• 0 • . 

. . , .. . .. · ... ; . ... 
oronu. o1a••· ... 

-· .... .... 1110ft • 

.. .. 
I · 

. a 

ro 

_ " ...... 

t:- ·-. 1-~ 

·- -:-· 1- [J; 

··-- ~-

r • 

-
)( .: --,. 

- 1-- -,-

"' 

..... t::,. t--

l llflli'rl• TOTAL 8(1 c• I n• 
' • ~ - - -- IIINT ~ -~,j'' 

TOTAL~ . 

'11he haLf-size cut shown is from roy ·own data book which 1 also use as an 
Inventory f<lr il)surance purposes. 

CONCLUSION : This -discourse should, I hope, bring forth a multitude of 
ideas and! critlcl.sms wh.lch, when tabulated•, will form the •basis of. preparatory 
work for the committee t-o work upon. !In the interest of out· Society, I for one 
r.m willing to work on any phase of this big undertaking immediately. Your 
comments to me personally or through TOPICS wlll be appreciated. 

C. G. "Bill" Kemp, "02 ~ EG:w:e.rcl. l!(ontre&l 
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~~ ~?tkNd1'~ aw1 s~ 
By Rev. John S. Bain 

BN.AP'Sers do It again!! At the An­
nual C'onventlon and ~tbltlon ot 
the N. W. Federation of Stamp Clubs 
held on May 28 -3Qth at Bellington. 
Wal!lh., a Gold Medal AND Grand A ­
ward was awarded! to ·wmtam 0. L ea , 
# •413, of Seattle. Wash. for his eight­
frame showing of 19th eentucy Can­
ada. A Gold Medal AND Second Best 
In ·the Show went to H. A. MacMas­
ter&, #484, of Vancouver. B. c.. tor 
his showing ot Ne<Wfoundland. First 
and Second-what else! I'.m hQPing, 
and I'm sure everyone else who'll be 
ther e Is hoping, that we'll have the 
ohanee to see these two fine collec­
tions exhibited at BNAJPIEX. What 
say, fellas? 

BNA PS 

Special mention sb<rold be given the 
cachet h'Onorlng the Saakat oon Stamp 
Club of Saskatch ewan, Canada. The 
co..ohet ha.s a sheaf or wheat on the 
ler.t and a circular trame on the right 
In w.hlch a stamp coUector (a man of 
cou.rse) Is looking at an album. A­
round the outside of the frame Is 
"PHII.AATELI<:: EXHiiBI11ION 1949." A 
ribbon across the bottom bears the 
wol'ds "SASKATOON STA:MP CLUB" 
w l·th "&ASIK.'' and "CANADA" com­
pleting the design. Postal slogans and 
cachet collecting 1s a nice sideline with 
some Items very bard to get. 

T o commemorate t he 1949 Indian 
Daye att Banrt, Canada. a special ca­
chet portraying Cihlet George McClean, 
better known as Wrulking Buffalo, w1ll 
be applied from J uly 2-1-24 It you 
send a s.elf-addreS'Sed envelope and 5 
cents In coin to N. K. Luxton, Poet 
Ottlce, Banff, Alta., Ca.na.da.. 

BN APS 

Had a letter from Major J . C. Avery, 
w.h•o Is stationed In Bremerh:a.ven, Ger­
many with the U. S. Army, In the 
early part of 11149. He Is a keen col­
lector of B. N. A. I want t o share with 
readers of this column the story of 
how he came to possess the Canada, 
3d beaver forgery, on ribbed p aper. 
M'IIJ'Or Avery say<s, "A stamp dealer 
aent It to me-tor the r&al UU~ 

you see It mwrt be pretty gOOd. How­
ever, t he first thing that made me 
suspicious was the ring catmella.tlon. 
Then on close examination I found the 
design In the corners was merely 
crossed •hatched, w-Ithout the leavea. 
Then I noticed that the numeral 8's 
were too slender eo to apeak, ditferlng 
quite a. bit from tlbe dealgn or my 
other 3d's. The color ot the etamp 
seemed o.k. and the paper definitely 
was ribbed. Any<Way, I put on a show, 
face to race with the dealer-who ap­
parently was Innocent In the matter­
wlt.h t he result t hat he not only gave 
me my money back but the forgery 
a lsc>-'\vhlch I wanted. Then later the 
dealer wanted the tfl.~ry back, but I 
said no sowp •becauee I wanted it tor 
my coLlection." lt Ja believed that thla 
Is a Fournier forgery. An illustration 
of t h is forgery can be found 1n the 
"Maroon Book" ot the Stamp S'poo­
la.Jiat Series In an article by BlNAPSer 
Ed Richardson on Canada. 

BNAPS 

In the "LetteNI to the Editor" de ­
partment of the May TOPICS, BNA­
PSer Harry Lussey'a letter on the 
Sltbjec•t of a Scott spec1allzed BNA 
catal'og was well stated, and I would 
agree with l·te general s entiments. 
However, ther e does remain the !&~:t 
that a Scott catalog would NUT print 
a lot Of lntonna tlon that could be put 
In a olub sponsored edition. This work 
offers to the BN AJP!S a. great challenge 
to make a monumental contribution to 
philately, Can we do lt? 

BNAPS 

BNAPEX-Buffai-S.pt. 15, 17, 18 
Hotel Statler-a. phllateUc dream come 
true. Nothing Ia being spared to make 
this one of the ·best B. N. A. exhi­
bitions ever staged. Besides a.U the 
expected pleasures, there will be some 
unexpected surprisea !Ike what Cbar­
lle Armstrong writes to ·tell me about 
he a nd iBNAIFISer "~ody'' H a rris 
thinking o! bayln&' a. BNA. Revenue 
Party in connel\ttQJ). with BNAPEX. 
You shouldn't ·~ &wa.y n o-bow l 
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PRES I DENT'S MESSAGE 
Dear FeUow Member: 

This message Is being written to you tor the July·•August ls!Pile ot BNA 
TO Pros. Just think what that means .... the following Issue (September) will 
he the 1949 Yearbook, or In this case, the 1st Annual Convention edition. This 
Yeat·book \"ill be the !!nest ever put out by your Society. Mr. G<>rdon P. L ewis 
is doing a bang-up job for us .... he deserves your fullest support with adver­
l.lsemenbs. In a-ddition, this Yeat·book will contain all information about BN A· 
PEX; the entries for exhibit, official .program, etc. ·I'T IS ESISENTfAL THAT 
YOUR WliSHES .... WHETHER TO ~TER THE EXHiLBIT, ATTEND BNA· 
<"EX, ADVERTJ!SE IX THE Y EARBOOK, OR ATTEXD '1\H£ B'A'KQUET .... 
BE MAlDE KNOWIN TO THE 001/DilJTTEE WIITHOUT ANY FU'RTHER DE­
LA!Y. As you know, it takes time ~o get things printed, so help your comm1tlee 
to do the right job by getting in touch with them at once! 

'11he entries for the exhibit are coming In nicely. :Several wet! known co·l· 
lectlons of B. N. A. have already been entered, but whether you·t· exhL'bit is one 
frame or ten frames, judging will •be done on an equal basis. Please do not 
delay any longer to make your o!tlclal entry for the exhibition. All details a re 
given In the- Prospectus ma1led wlt!l the June Issue. 

I ask your fullest co-operetlon and support to guarantee the success ot our 
!lrst Con vention and Exhibition In any way and every way you can. 

In closing, I hope to see many old frlende at BNAPEX this ,SeJ)tembe-r .... 
and to make many new ones. The Niagara Frontier Group Is going all out to 
make your stay here a. most enjoyable one, so-J)ON'T MIISS IT!!! 

Richa rd P . Hedley 

Yearbook Committee Reporting . . . 
To members of ~APS. September 16 may seem a long way ott ... . but to 

'llembers ot those committees working on plans for our !lrst Convention the 
time available s eems all too short. 't'his also applies to the Yearbook, but we 
are In an even worse .state ot mlnct because- we- hope to publish this book on 
September 1, and printing orderS! ~hese days have to be placed way ahead ot 
delivery date. ·A dea&llne for Yearbook copy has been set at August 1st and 
•his will be adhered to as closely as possible, and It will have to be If we want 
to get the BNAJPEX volume In the bands of membera ablljl.d of the Convention 
date. 

'In this, our Convention Year, we wish to make the Yearbook impre!Sslve 
and o! lasting vaJue, and to do this we must have the a.dvert1sementa !rom both 
dealers and collector-members to provid'e the revenue to 'make publication poe· 
Bible. We at this end have done all that w e possibly can to lay the ground­
work !or a really fine edition of the Yearbook, but all our work will 1be In vain 
if the rank and f!le of· the membetshlp do not back us up 100 percent In the 
matter ot advertising. A.fter all, an Impressive Yearbook can only have a good 
errect perhall3 on non-members and maybe Interest them In membership In 
BN!AiPIS. '\Vlth more members the various services of the .Society wlll b& ex­
tended and Improved with coniSequent benefit to all. So let's ali get behind 
this year's majo1· o,ctlvitles - :SN'APEX 1949 and the 19.49 Yearbook - by at· 
tendance and. exMbltlon at the former, and by ta.klng some size space, no mat· 
ter how small, In the Yearbook. Rates appeared In last month's T OPICS and 
t.lso In the Prospectu.s for BX,u>E..'{ ls.49. 

The Yearbook Editor would also 11ke to Inform members that his addr ess 
hae changed, ae noted below. 

THE l94.9 YEA!R<BOOK COM'M!ITTEE, 
Cha irman : G. P. Lewis, lS Eastern Ave., Brampton, Ont ., Canada 

Adv iaol"Y: Jack Levine, '14 Arlington Ave., Brooklyn 7, N. y, 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
NEW MBM!BERS 

664: Ge!lnas, Dr. J. Armand, 190 Milk St., Fitchburg, Mass. 
!\6·5 Keane, F. W. L., Summerland, B. C., Canada. 
~ &6 Kelly, Robert L., 2494 Linwood Ave., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
li67 O'Leary, Ed., 2224 Niagara. Ave., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
568 Wlllan, Dr. Richard, Oak House, Shaw, Lancashire, Engla.nd. 

APPLICATIONS FOR M:IDM.BiE!RSHJIP 

163 

Jl'hy, Joseph Elton, P. o. Box 263, Gardena, Calit. (C) CAN, NFD-19th & 20th 
cen tury mint and used postage. Proposed by J. Levine, ~o. 1. 

Lea, John E., 14 Exchange St., MancheiJter, England (DX) CAN, NFD, N. B., 
N. S.- 19th & 20th century mint and used postage & 1bJocks. Colle. Mint & 
used airmails. Llteratu1·e. Proofs & Essays. Locals. 2-rlng numeral can­
cellations. Proposed by B. C. Bink&, No. 74. Seconded by A. E. Stephenson, 
No. 337. 

M<jl\'Iurtrle, Alexr. D. Phm.B., 183 King Street West, Chatham, Ont., Canada (C) 
'O'AN, NiFID--19th & 20th century mint & used postage and mint blocks . 
. Mint boo·klet panes. Colle. Federal & provincia.! revenues. Mint & used air­
malls. Proposed by R. J. Duncan, ~o. 37. Seconded by F. W. Cam~ll, No. 
143. 

Ronzlo, Ant:hony R., 1250 4let St., Los Alamos, N. Mexico (ICX) CAN, ~ 
1-9•th & 20<th century m int & used postage. Mint booklet panes. Coils. Mint 
& used airmails. Proposed by J. Levine, No. 1 

TomUnson, Leslie G., Betley, Nr. Crewe, Cheshire, England (C) P. E. I.~t9th 
& 20th century mint & used postage and blocks. Pre-stam pe, stampless, 1st 
day, lSit flight covers. Used airmails & seml-o!!lclals and on cover. ,Sta­
tionery entires. Litet·ature. Proofs & Essays. Proposed bY R. J . Duncan, No. 
311. Seconded by A. E . S·tephenson, No. 337. 

Harper, MaJor G. B., 41 Scotland St., Edinburgh 3, Scotla.nd. Proposed by A. E. 
Stephenson, No. 337. Seconded by H. B. Da.vle, No. 348. 

CHiANGE;S OF ADDRE'S·S 
Baln, Rev. John S., 12174 East Merch a.nt Street, Kankakee, Ill. 
:)aggett, H. M., Dept. of Chemistry, Univ. o! Br. Columbia, Vancouver, B . C., 

Canada (.!rom Providence, R. L) 
Gladieux. Jay P. Mll'lC, c/o C. A. A., Kato.lla, Alaska (via Cordqva, Alneka) 
Lewis, Gordon P ., 18 Eastern Avenue, Brampton, Ont., Canada. 
Me~hter, Da.niel Y., Kinderhook, N. Y. (lrolil Hanover , N . H.) 

RESIGNATIOO\"'S RECEIVED 
483 F.ranklln, R. W., Keeters, B. C., Canada. 
256 tStorY'k, M. L eslie, 42t6 Eastern Pky., Brooklyn 28, N. Y . 

28 Tokarski, Walter J., 39 Claire Ave., Woodlbr ldge, N. J. 

Begin 
Remember' 

Now to 
Arrange your 

Plans to 
Support 

BNAPEX 1949 
Don't Forget ~ 

·1 

r ~ 



lU BN'A TOPICS 

IN MEMORIAM 

DR. ,LEWIS L. REFORD 

In the death at .Montr-eal on M~y 3•1st last CYt Dr. Lewis L. Reford, Canada 
los t one ot Its foremost philatelists ar.d our ·~clety one of Its outstanding mem­
bera. He was born at Montreal In 18.19, edu•cated at private schools and McGill 
UnlveNtlty, graduartlng In arts In 10()0 and In medicine In 19()'4. He spent five 
years In post graduate studies at Johns Hopkins Hospital In Baltimore and In 
19.U was appointed to the li'UI'g1cal staft of the Royal VIctoria Hospital In Mon­
treaL 

.Although a collector of po.ata.ge stllimps since his youth, In 191!6 he com­
menced the serious study of the Issues of British North America. and searched 
the markets of the world for the stamps In which he was Interested. By 19·2.6 
Dr. Retord was considered one of. the leading authorities on the stamps o.t Can­
ada. and had built a magnificent collection. l n that year be was President of 
t he Thlrd Canadian Philatelic Exhibition held In Montreal a nd It was mainly 
through his dforta and support that the Exhibition was an outstanding suc~ess. 
'l'be Exhibition handbook Is a Canadian philatelic treasure containing many 
photogra.pblc llJuatratlons or rarities In Dr. Retord's collection. 

iln 19·39 Dr. Retord collaborated with ,Senator Calder In compiling the lat­
ter's book "Some Phases of the Canada '59 Iesue'• and In recent years the Doc­
tor <loncentrated on the Canada "Small Cents" l.uue of 1870-9'7. lt Is hoped that 
the notes he made on this tasclna!.ing Issue wUI be mad e available to students 
at some fu ture date. 

Dr. Retord was also a. celebrated hor ticulturist and for many years was on 
the board of the M.ontreal B<lta.nlcal Garden. He was a Fellow of the Royal 
P hiJa.tellc Soc-Iety, London, and a. member 01! many philatelic societies In Can­
ada. and the United States. The Brltlslh North America Phlla.tellc •Society ex­
preu their sympathy to Mr& ReCord. 

-V. G. Green 

The 15 Cents, 1868-1900 
( Big cents laauea) 

By 

DR. LEWIS L. REiFORD 

( ED.-(l'lle following two articles are reprinted from the "ElXH1Bl'T1iON HAND­
BOOK of the Third Ca nadian Philatelic Exhibition-Oct. 5-9-1926" a.s a tribute 
to the la.ie Dr. Lewis L. Retord Cor the valuable knowJedge and Information be 
contributed to our Hobby. The HANIDBOOK wa.s published: und-er the ausplcee 
ot the "St. La.wrence ,Stamp Collectors," Montreal; compiled and edited by 
Qeoftrey M. Lehaln and Alfred Ne-wman.) 

Stam·p collectors, even &peciallsts are lazy people, and evade difficult 
~:~lamps. All dealers and Canadian specialists wm agree that none ot our 8tampe 
merit and need more study than the l6<l, Issued In 1&68 which ran until 19()0. 

I think 1 am right In claiming t hat It remained longer In l88ue than any 
Ptamp ln the worJd, S3 years or more. The study of the comparative values of 
the various papers, shades, and perforations ot this stamp 18 very interesting 

BNAPEX 1949 
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to me. For simplicity, I will divide the various shades, papers, and perforations 
into four periods, without going Into any fine details, which I am reserving for 
a longer article In the Collector.s Club P hilatelist, or a series In some other mag­
azine. 

Firat of all, let all Oanadla.n specialists recognize that we have not yet ar­
rived at a satlsifactory description of the papers of the 1868-7.0 issue. Stanley 
Gibbons deser.ves credit for dividing these lss~es Into thin and thick papers, 
but, although one can say that the thin papers are generally the early ones, all 
thin papers are not the same, and without an exhaustive study of large stocks 
c:-f dated collec·tlons of specialists, we cannot :say that the early copies were all 
thin .papers., · 

The ·Stanley GIJJ•oons catalogue, with great courage, gives the date of the 
l.8•68 la.sue as April 1s t, 18~8. .My only critlciS'lll Is that I have a l.sc 18.68, on 
cover dated March 28th, 1868, and several dated copies of the lc, 2c, and 3c on 
rhln paper dated: late In March 18•68. OnJy rarely does one find the d.ate on t h e 
l!.tampg In the early '6·8·s. But for argument, let u.s s:a.y that the 18&8 Issue came 
out late In March, 1868. 

'I am going to divide the papers and shades Into <tour periods and colors. 
T·he earliest Hie came on a thin, white paper In two shades, a red shade and. a 
violet shade. Fn 18·69, the paper gets thicker and; ot a slightly yellowish tint. 
We must not neglect to descri.be the slightly coar.ser criss-cross white wove pa­
rer, water.mark·ed, of 18·68-·69, except to state that the red-lilac &hades of the 
1•5c are relatively commoner In 1&72-3-·4 than the violet shades, and that when 
the 1.1~ pel'foratlon appeared in late •7:4, it was almost th e same paper as the 
watermarked paper, showing the same crlss-cro.ss lines or points of luminosity, 
but slightly coarser and of poorer quality. Comparison of the paper ot the 
1.5c 11.~ perforation, with the paper of the 5c ·Oct., 187'5, ·wm he:lp one to re<:·­
cgnize the earliest papers of the 11 ~ In the 15c 1875. !Simultaneously, some 
thin and thick 115-c In a ·slightly different shade came out. Crudely, I d~ri'be 
all the 11 ~ perforation 15c as dull prints, on poor paper. 

I buy lJ5c stamps that look like "crocks" and find that they are 11 ~ pert. 
Unused, th ey are easily recognized, because from 18114-79 the gum was care­
lessly applied, and appears streaky and slightly yellow. 'It is not unLformly or 
vertically a;p-plied to the stamp. Note ~he gum on the gib 5c 181·5, amoSJt di ­
agonal and streaky, · as if applied by hand with a coarse tbrush. 

<The ll~ perforation h olds until late 187'9 or 1880. But the character of the 
pa:per, shade and gum changes. The last of tlhe perforated 11 ~ are a quite 
hrlght blue-slate, on good medium white wove paper, with smooth, yellowish 
gum. 

To a certain extent these notes are applicable to the concurrent Issues of 
the small cents 1870 issue. In 1880·- 82, we have the very rare, very thick blot­
tlng pap-er, appearing In the du.ll violet shade. I have seen a few copies in th is 
same dull violet shade, on m ed-Ium hard white wove paper. I consider these 
E!Ven rarer than the very thick papers. The 1•880 shades are easily distinguished 
l'rom the 18•90.-1.900, as they are on sllglh.tly thi-cl,er, harder, and 'better paper. 
Unused, the gum is more yellow . 

. The late 15c 18-90, 19·00, is a chamelion, except as to this paper. One must 
be an expert to say of!f hand, "Remaind·er." The proof IS> that all "remainders," 
turned over and looked at slantwise, sho\v "embossing," that !Sl, the plate 
oharply Imprints the poor, sligh tly yelloow pulp paper, so that the medallion 
surrounding the Queen, and the printing In the labels, 1s eml>o.ssed on the back 
of the stamp. · 

I am exhibiting In this Exhibition a fairly large, dated ·exhibit of the 1868-
19'00 15'0 and would welcome c r iticism of this article. 

•Check Li&t of t he 15c 1868-1900 

lst Type--..:March, 1816&- March, 18·69. Two shades simultaneously: red- lilac and 
vlolet- ll:la.c. 

....... -~-............ 
BUFFALO- SEPT. 16-.1.7-.18. ! . . i f l ,I 
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2nd Ty.pe--.1869>-7!5. Thicker and slightly y·ellowish tinted paper. Same shades, 
modified only by character ol uhe paper. 

3rd Type--Watermarked paper; a m edium coal'lse white wove, showing criss­
cross waving; very similar t o the paper of the large 5c, 1875. My dated 
copies run .from Jan. 1869, to early 1870. Two shades,. dull slate-pul'lple and 
dull violet-gray. 

4th 'l'Ype-1•875-18!79. Compound 11%, x 12 .perf., comlng in various colors and on 
various papers, but charSJcterized by dull shades of mauve to gray-slates. 
Inferior printing and papers. Unused copies show streaked gum. 

iith Type--.1880.-82. Dull vioJet-gray on very thick paper. 
C.th 'l'y•pe-1880-•1900. The so-called "remainders," which vary much in shade 

and duplicate practically every shade .found between 1868 and 1880. As a 
rule, the bulk of the 1880-90 shades are blue-slates, but from 1890-1900, 
C:ated copies show that every conceivaJble shade ca.me out at various dates. 
The 1890.-19.00 stamps all show "emboss'!ng" on the backs, and the paper 1s 

poor In quality and slightly grey-toned. 

The 113A Perforation in Canadian Stamps 
By 

OR. LEWIS L . . REFORO 

The specialist demands exactitude. Those who have attempted to arrange 
according to date certain issues of Canadian stamps, such as those of 1>868-1900 
16c, or the small cent issues• of the :>arne d•ate have found the exact shades and 
papers reduplicated at later dates. The perplexing problem has been rendered 
still more difficult by .misleading statements which are found In the more often 
consulted catalogues, Scott's and .StanJey Gibbon's, which state, for instance, 
that the perforated .pence issue was perforated 12. Such is not the case. The 
pel'lforatlon on tihis entire issue is 11%. throughout. This Is a better guide to 
forgeries than shad·e or paper, as most forg·erles are on tohln paper perforated 
12 or over. It was suggested to one of ou.r old·est a nd most conservative deal­
,1rs that he should list the perforated pence Issue as being perfora~ed 11%,. His 
reply was amusing. He a cknowldeged that the pence issues: were perfora,ted 
E>xactly 11%,, but thought It wiser not to ca,talogue them as such in order not to 
aid the forger. 

Having discovered that the pence issue is perforated 11%., I · naturaily ex­
amined the earliest dated <COpies of the 18•59 currency issue,. tor example; the 
l Oc black brown and the 5<: brick red, which are the earliest shades, and found 
that these stamps are also pe1,forated 1.1%,. Just when the perforation changes 
to 1'2, between 185•9 and 1867, I h ave to date not had time to ascertain exactly. 
My attention was :fil\st drawn to the inequality of the perforations in my study 
of the 15c, 1868-190·0. Until my discovery that copies of the 1868-1•900 issue ·be­
tween 1875 and 18'79 were perforated horizontally 11%,, vertically 12, I had no 
idea that we had any .mixed perforations• to aid us In the study of Canadian 
.;tamps. Here I discovered the key to the arrangement of certain Canadian and 
British North American stamps. ·To give an instance, I, as many other collec­
tors, had alWSY!S evaded· arranging the stamps of Prince Edward Island, until 
Py accident I discovered that all the "remainders" were pel'forated l.l* through­
<:.ut. These stamps are listed In Stanley Gibbon's catalogue as Issued from 1867 
to 18•68, perforated ll:lh-12, which I thought meant lllh horizontally, by 12. ver­
llcally. Thi,s description must have confuse{! many other serious collectors. 

In arranging my Prince Edward Lsland stamp.,s, for the Ex:blbit!on, I was 
delig-hted to !ind dated copies of the twopence and threepence stamps on the 
early tinted paper, perforated 11%, over all, antecedent to and followed by the 
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·'mixed perforations" which In turn were followe(ll by the common remainders on 
.1oarse white wove paper perforated 11~ over all. 

Naturally this artic le Is an unfinished study. I hope that any specialist 
who carry It further will communicate with me. 

"\-Vhen asked to contribute something short and worth while to make this 
handbook of use to Canadian specialists, I could do no better than emphasize 
the Importance of realizing that the knowledge ot this perforation was the be­
o;innlng of wisdom. l may add here that moSit perforation gauges on the market 
...re subdivided into halves only, and are consequently of no UBe whatever to the 
Canadian specialist. 

Sales Topics 
Total sales for the Second Quarter ot this year totaled $500 making a good 

mark for 1949's !lrst half to the tune of $1100. Thlrty-eeven books were ent­
ered In the circuit, and 56 books re~ired to owners together with $420 !or their 
!:.•hare of paJ·ticlpatlon In this department. 

Now Is a good time to fill some ·books tor circulation. "\-Ve can expect a 
la.rge Influx of members at 134'-".APE.X this fall, and most new members are cir­
cuit customers. :Blank books are atlll only 20 tor a dollar postpaid. If you 
can't use 20, I'll send you 5 for a quarter. 

If you do not have a surplus or stamps to enter f or sale, perhaps I can 
.:1erve you with "Circuit Service," drop me a line, and tell me your need!~. 

There are still 120 book.s on hand with stamps, covers, blocks, revenues, seals, 
booklets, and anything collectible that can b e mounted in a book. Canada., 
Newfoundla nd and the Prc -Conted. provinces are all repreeented. 

Harold R. Meye ra, Sales Manager 
10'1 We.s:t 60th St., N. Y. 23, N. Y. 

Report of the Librarian 
Your Librarian wishes to gratefully acknowledge the dona tion to the Society 

Library ot a copy of the 194>9 E'ditlon of the Holmes Specialized Cata logue of 
Canada and e. N. A . 'by the Publisher and Editor, Dr. L. Scale Holmes. 

Also, our sincerest thanks to P r of. A. V . Richard son of Lennoxvllle, Que., 
ror his donation or a copy of the American 14th Congresa book. 

R. J . D unca n 
Box 118, Armstrong, B. C., Canada 

OUR SPECIALTY-

BRITISH NORTH AM[RICAN 
POSTAG[ STAMPS 

CENTURY STAMP CO. 
1253 McG ill College Ave. Eat . 1900 Montreal, Canada 

BUFFALO- SEPT. 16-17-18 
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1857 NIWfOUMDLAND 1863 

Britain's oldest Colony has joined Canada.. It's stamps are Increasing In 
popul-arity with B. N . A. collectors. We have an exceptionally fine stock of the 
clallalc Pence lesues. While many of these are still reasonably priced, supplies 
are gradually being absorbed and the market Ia quite firm. 

FINE--Our definition Is 4 adequate margins, good color, usually 0 . G. If mint, 
characteristic cancellation, If uMd. 

VERY FINrE-Exceptlonal margins or color. 
SUPERD-Out!Jtandlng copies In every respect. 

F ine V.F. S uperb 
1867 T hick P a per 

•1 1d Brown violet S. :!5 '1. 80 8 .16 
1 1d treed .....•. 10.00 12.50 
2 2d Scarlet good 100.00 ••.• 

•s 3d Triangle .. • 10.00 12 .•60 15.00 
•a 3d Block ...... ,s.oo 66.25 87.50 

3 Sd Used ...... 15.00 18.76 
• 6 Gd Brown VIolet 18.00 22.60 27 .50 
•s lid Block RARE 150.00 •.•. 225.00 

6 8d Scarlet . . . 150.00 
•7 6'~d Scarlet •. 100.00 

7 8~d Used, good 75.00 
• 8 Sd Scarlet .. .. 24. 00' as. oo 

8 8d Used .. .. .. .. .. .. 62.50 
1860 T hin W ove Pa per 

*11 2d Orange .... U.OO 40.00 48.00 
• uw 2d Watermark'd 40.00 
•ua. 3d Triangle .. .. 8. oo 7. 60 9. 00 
•ua. Sd Block •.•... so.oo ·37 .·50 42.50 
lla. 3d Used ...... 14.00 17.50 .... 

•naw 3d W atermarkd 7.50 9.35 ll.25 
*12a. U VIolet Brown 7. 5Q 9. 36 11. !l5 
*12a 5d Block .. • . .. 37.50 42.50 47.50 
*12& lid Sheet (40) • 875.00 .... 
12 6d Used ...... 18.00 2l.li0 .... 

•12a.w 54 Wa.termkd 1%.00 11i.OO 18.(10 
• uaw lid " Block 60.00 ••.• 

13 6d Orange .... 60.00 71i.OO 
*16& 14 Violet Brown 12.00 lli.OO 

F ine V.F. S uperb 
1860-63 T hin Paper 

*17 2d Rose ...... 17.50 22.50 27.50 
17 2d Used ...... 32.50. .... 

*17w 2d Watermarked .•.. 30.00 •.•. 
*18 4d Rose ........ 2.26 2.86 8.00 
*18 4d Block ..... 10.00 11.60 12.50 
*18 4d Sheet (20) .. .. .. .. .. 50.00 

18 4d Used ........ 5.00 <8.20 .... 
*18w4d Watermarked .. .. li.OO 8.00 
*19 5d Red Brown • 8.00. 7.26 8 .50 
*19 lid Block . . . . . . 27.50 U. 00 87. 50 
*19 5d Sheet (40) SOO.OO .... 
19 5d Used ...... 10.00 12 .00 .... 

*20 8d Rose ...... 2.Zii 2.85 1 .1)0 
•20 6d Block .. .. .. 10.00 11.150 12.50 

20 6d Used ....... 5.00 7.00 .... 
*20w 6d Watermarked 4.00 li.OO 8.00 
• 20w 8d " Sheet (2~) .... 150.00 .... 
*21 6~d Rose ... .. . .... 9.00 10.50 
•21 8%d Block ......... 37.60 45.00 
*2lw6'>!td Watermarked .. 16.00 17.00 
•21w 6~d " Sheet (20) .•. 226.00 • • 
*22 8d Rose ...•.•.. 8.00 8.00 10.50 
*22 Sd Block • .. .. . .. .. 87.50 46.00 
•22w 8d Sheet \Vatermkd. 226.00 .... 
*23 1/ Rose ..•.• . .• 4.00 4.80 5.&0 
*23 1/ Block ...... 17.50 21.00 U.liO 

23 1/ Used ....... 12.60 16.00 ... . 
• 23w1/ Sheet Wa.termkd . 80.00 .. .. 

N. B. Any of •the above sent on approve.! but cash orders must be given t h e 
preference. 

Aak for u mple copy of SISSON S B. N. A. NEWS 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave. Tor onto, Canada 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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AN INITIAL LISTING 
of the 

PRESENT AT ION BOOKLETS OF CANADA 
by Reg. Barraclough 

(AU Ri&'hta Reeerved) 

(continued from 'P. 13"4) 

GENERAL ISSUES of 'PRESENTATION BOOKLETs of CANADA (cont.) 

Cat. No. 
No. 12a- Date ot Iaepe 

Occasion of Rele~ 
Rec!p!ente 
Number Jaaued 
Deacr!ptlo n of Cover 
Description ot Interior 
Deecrlptlon of Contents 

No. 18- Date of lllaue 
Occa,t~!on ot R elea.se 

Recipient. 
Number I~ued 
Deacrlptlon of Cover 

·De&crlptl0n ot Content. 

N o. 13a.-Date of I•ue 
~ion ot Rel~ 

Reclplente 
Nu!pber Iaaued 
DeecrlpUon of Cover 

~~rlptlon ot Iq~erlor 
De8crlptlon ot Co~t•l,l·ta 

No. 14---' Date of IMue 
Occulon of ~1-..e 

neclpleuta 

May 81, 1987 
Coronation 
Diplomatic Corpa at Ottaw,. 
60 
Bound ln cloth 

Stamps of Coronation and Regular 
I•uu 
F ebruary 28, UU 
Universal Postal Union Conterence In 
Bueno• Airel 
Deleptet 
600 
Bound In dark red fine grained leath­
er. Cover hu CanadJan Coat of Arms 
1n the center with OANADA In the 
lower rlc'ht hand corner . The w11ole 
deelgn 1a in gold. 
The tly- lea! ha.s .M[N'liSITER'E DES 
l"'IOSTES • • DU OANAD!A • • XIe 
OONiGRES • • DE • • L'UNION" POS· 
TALE UNIIVEBSELLE • • BUENOS 
AIRlDS - - uu printed in 7 un .. ·. 
Stampa are placed In linen pocket. 
on I ~, o,ne pocket on t,lle firllt 
pace and two poclteta on the othu- two 
paa'M. 
Stamps (one each) M<1, ~z. JU, Jl4, 
us, 214, u1, uz. zu,' 14.4, us. us. 
147, J U, C6, EIJ, JUi, J111 J17, J18. 
F ebruary 28, 19~t 
P oatal Union Conference in Bueooa 
Alree . 
Dlplomatlc Corps 
60 
Bound In cinnamon brown coloured 
watered a Ilk with .cord. Deelrn of cov • 
er Ame u No. 13. 
same ae No. 11 
Same as No. 11! 
August 1'1, 1UO 
American Air Mail Society Meetln~ 
at Toronto. 
All who registered at the meettq 
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Number Issued 
DeacriJ)tton of Oover 

:Description of Interior 

BNA'rOIPICS' 

Over 760 
Bound in light blue cloth. Cover has 
Canadian Coat of ArlTUI In the center 
with C.A:NIADA Immediately below the 
coat of arms . . The whole design Is In 
silver. · · 
The fly-lear Is printed with lnscrlp­
tlon~WI!TH C<XM!PLIMENTIS 0 1:- - -
HON. WlLLIAM P. MULO.CK , K. C. 
M. P. - - PO'ST:MAJSf.rER GENERAL 
OF CtANADA - - AUGU1ST - - 1940 
In 4 lines . .Stamps are placed In three 
linen pockets on onoe page without 
printing of any kind. 

<Description of Contents Stam'J)s (one each) 231, 282, 238, 284, 
23-6, 236. 2"41, 242, 243, 2« , 246, 06, E7, 
J16, Jl~. J17, J'18. 

No. 16 - Date of Iasue 

., ' 

<>cca.eion ot Release 

Recipients 

~N:umber Issued 
DescriJ)'tlon of Covoer 

Deeertpt1on of Interlor 

:Deec~ptlon o.t Contents 

No. 16 - Date of Iaaue 

.. ' 

Occa.eion ot Release 

Recipients 
Number Iesued 
Description of Cover 

D&&erlptlon of Interior 

June 19, 1942 (Presentation made July 
lat, 1942) 
In troduotlon of Wa.r Effort Series c·t 
Stamps 
Membe111 of both Houses and Parlia­
ment 
500 
Bound< In rOO. "leatlber finish" card­
b'oa.rd. Cover has Canadia n Coat ot 
Arms In the center with CA:::-<ADA 
Immediately below the coat or arms. 
The whole design printed In black. 
'J'he tly-Jeat has 194·2 I.SSUE - - OF 
- - CANADIAN POSTAGE STAMPS 
- - With the Comp.llments of - - The 
Postmaster General of Canada print­
ed In 5 lines In the center of the page 
and JULY 1, 1942 In the lo~ver right 
hand corner. Stamp.s are In linen pock­
ets on two pages, each page having 
two pockets. There Is no printing on 
these pages. 
Stamps (one e!l!Ch) 249, 260, 251, 253. 
265, 256', 267, 258, 259, C7, CEl, E10. 
....... . 1946 
Congress o-r the Postal U nion o! the 
A.mertcas and Spain at Rio Janerto. 
Delegates 
120 Issued In Spanish and EnFUsh 
·Bound In go I~ watered s lllc; w1th a. ,Maple 
Leaf ln red In the center of the cover. 
In the center of the Lea.t Is . the In­
signia of the Post Office Crown and 
G. P . 0. In circle. 
•t'he fly-•leaf has Mll'N![.S'.NDRiO DE 
CORREOIS - - CAIN ADA - - V CON­
GRESO - - DE LA - - UtNIO'N P OST­
A:L DE LAS AMERI'CA.S - - Y ES­
PANA - - RIO DE JANEIRO - - 19·46 
printed In 8 lines. The stamps are In 
blocks of 4, one such block on each 
page held In place In a white satin 
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No. 

No. 

_BNA TOIPICS 111 

Description o! Contents 

16!1.-Date or Issue 
Occasion of Releue 
Recipients 
Number Issued 
Description of Cover 

Description of Interior 
Description o.f Contents 

161>--.Date of Issue 
Oceaslon of Releue 
Recipients 

Number Issued 
Description ot Cover 

Description o! Interior 

Description o.f Contents 

1'7 -,Date ot Issue 
Occasion of Releue 

Recipients 
Number Issued 
Description of Cover 

Desicrlptlon o! Interior 

ribbon pocket. There .a.re 25 pagee. 
Between each page Ia a Ueaue Inter­
lea! giving In both English and S·pe.n­
lsh a description or the stampS> and 
also the name of the artist responalble 
for the design. 
Stamps In blocks of . 4: 2!49, 251, 2>52, 
2&4, 255, 256, 2511, %.59, 260, 261, 2'62, 
268, 269, 270, 271, 27~ 273, C8, C9, ElO, 
Ell, CEll, CE2, CE3. 
........ 1946 
Same as No. 1'6 
Diplomats In South America. 
50 In Engl!sh and' ,Spanish 
Same as No. 16 with g'Old marking 
cord o! silk added. 
!'lame as No. 16 
Same as No. L6 

.......• 1946 
SQme as No. 16 
Canadian Ambassadors and Ministers 
abroad 
50 In English 
Bound In dark blue fine leather. De­
sign on cover same as No. 16 · 
All printing in En8'111!h only, other­
wise eame as No. 16 
Same as No. 16 

l\lay 1st. 19'41' 
Universal Postal Union Conference ln 
Parle 
Delegates 
<600 
Bound In dark blue coarse graln$<1 
leather, with blue silk marking cord. 
Cover bas C.A.."'ADA In center. Letter­
Ing In gold. 
T.he tly-leat has POST OF'FICE DE­
PARTMEl\"T - - CANADA - - X'llth 
CONGRESIS - - ot - - THE UNIVER­
SAL POSTAL UNIO.N - - PARIS -
- 19417 printed In 7 linea. The second 
page has MINJ.S.TElRE DES POSTES 
- - CAINADA - - Xlle CONGRES - -
DE - - L'UNJOIN POSTALE UNI­
va:1RISELLE - - PARIS - - 1947 print­
ed In 7 lines. :stampa are In blocks of 
4, one such on each page, held In 
place In a white satin ribbon pocket. 
There are 26 page~~. Between each 
page is a t!Mue lnterleat giving In 
both E)ngllsh and French a description 
o! the aubject ·matter ot the stamp de­
elgn and the name or the artist re­
spOnsible !or the design. In one or 
two Instances where value or colour 
varies an explanation Ia given for the 
chan ,.e . 
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DMerfptfO'n of Content• Stam.ps in blocks of 4: ~49, 250, 361, 
2&2, 2154, 2511, 25'6, 25-7, 259, 26'0, 261, 
26·2, 2168, 269, 270, 2:71, 272, 37•3, 27'4, C8, 
C9·, CEl, OE2, CE3, ElO. Ell. 

No. 1'7a.----Da.te ot tuue 
Occuion ot Release 
it6ciplen.t. 

May 1st, 1947 
Same M No. 17 
Ca.nadhirl Atnbasali.dora at\d Ministers 
a.broad 

Number issued 
Deaorfp·hbn of Cover 

·DescTiptibn of Interior 

DellctlPtlon. ot Contents 

50 
Bound in da.rk blue watered etlk with 
blue silk marking cord. Design on 
cover aaliie as Nb. 1'7 
Printing is · all in English, o-therwise 
same as No. 1'7 
Same as No. 17 

(to be concluded) 

Ed.--T.he flnal insba.llment covers the "Limited lis8ue" of Presentation booklets. 

This is YOUR Society. 

Support it with YOUR proposal of your friends as 
MEMBERS 

**** 

This is YOUR Magazine. 

Support it witn YOUR contributions of 
INFORMATION 

.................... ~~-~~~· 
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By Frere• Meyerson 

B::\'AP::;er K. :\f. Smith, #273, of 337 
McDougal St., Fostoria, Ohio, writes 
In to !Vlvlse that he has S()me Interest­
Ing covers posted· ,from St. John's. 
Newfoundland, on April 1,. 1949 (Con­
frder·ntlon Day). The covers In ques­
tion bear a photograph ot :Vlr. J. R 
Smallwood, the F a ther o.t Xewfctund­
la.nd~Cana.da Confederation as well as 
:l\rr. >':mallwood's autograp.h. They are 
Interesting In that they flltlngly com­
rncmunte the union or Xewtoundland 
and Canada. :l.:t:r. Smith writes that he 
has n few extra that ho would be will­
Ing to exchange with fellow BN.APS­
ers tor other Newtoundlland cover& 
~bat he can use. JC Interested, wrtte 
him directly. 

Mr. Marcel Belanger of :Montreal, 
Canada, has written In to advise .that 
he had no trouble getting the New­
roundlanct Postage Dues applied to 
letters In a perfec•tly normal way. His 
method Is so simple that we are cha­
grined that we never thought of It 
ourselves, and o.f cour111e It's too late 
now. Wish we bad known of Mr. Bel­
anger's system before confederation. 
By the simple expedlP..nt of sending 
letters to his friends In Newfoundla;ld 
with Insufficient postage he acquired 
a tidy collection ot Newfoundland 
Postage Dues. A rather simple and 
obvious .means, yet we never thought 
ot It ourselves. Our cup ot grief over­
flowed however when Mr. Belanger 
advised he had disvosed ot his accum­
ulation some three years ago. 

Bill Kemp, BNAPSer # '85, has dis­
covered what he considers new In­
formation concerning the Newfound­
land Dead Letter Seal last discussed 
In the Feb. issue ot BNA TOPICS In 
the "Letters to the Edit()r." In that 
issue Stan Calder guesses that the 
watermark on the Seal Is "OLD LIN­
EN." However, Bill Is here to say that 

a copy he has just acQuired bas the 
letters "BO" and part o.f an "N" and 
he Is of the opinion that the water­
mark Is probably " BOND LINE.'"." 
We can take no part In this discussion 
as our copy Is completely unwater­
marked. How about It J'ohn Siverts 
and Stan Calder. are you wllllng to 
accept this version as supplied by 
Bill? Let's hear from you or from 
any other member ..,! BN.A!PS who 
may have something to say on the 
su,bject. Let's ch eck our copies and 
try to find the missing "D" to prove 
Bl·ll Is right and setlle this question 
nn<'e a nd tor all. 

F rank W. Campbell, BN.APS #143, 
writes to advise that In looking thru 
the list o! Canada R evenues on sale 
at Ottawa, h e notes tha.t only the 
Newfoundland lc Customs Duty Is on 
eale- none of the others. Wh.y? 

In the December 1948 "Tratl ot :he 
Caribou," we reported on the manner 
In which Insufficiently prepaid mall 
wa.s handled and at that time we Il­
lustrated the rubber stamp that Wll.S 

awlled to the envelo~ so that It went 
bY sur.tace means. E·vldently the cov­
er we Illustrated was ot comparatively 
... ecent origin, as we are In r eceipt ot 
a cover from Stan Wood, #221, that 
was mailed from Heart's Content ~>n 
Jan. 7, 1946 and addressed to New 
Zealand. The cover Ia only franked 
with the 7c airmail stamp and the 
envelope bears a rubber stamp in the 
form ot a rectangle with the words 
''CAJNCElLJ..,ED/SHORT P .MD.'' Mr. 
·wood advises tha t the Jetter was quite 
some time getting to him s o tha.t 
there Is no doubt but t'hat It went vta 
surface means a nd not by airmail as 
the original sender probably Intended. 

'!'he "T:ra11 ot the Caribou" leads +o 
Buffalo. Hope to see lot.a of you ther&. 
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KING HERE .. . 
LOOKING TH I I 

·~~=;.....--

'"Wltlz.1t};.ssel! 
Before looking anywhere this month, may I ask that you look with me the 

BNAPEX 1949. !It's everybody's jolb to help put this Show over! Remember 
1 told> YOu in last month's TOPICS that I'd· been selected as Cachet and Reser­
vation Chalrman-rememiber the Illustration ()! our beautiful Exhib!tlon '.Seal? 
J've received some orders tor these Seals but, surprisingly. mostly !rom non­
members! Let's all uae these Seals on our mall- let's fill the Hotel Statler with 
BN.A.PSera. Keep me 'busy; I'll love It! ! 

The April Issue of "The Essay Proof Journal," offldal organ or the Easay 
Pl'oof Society, contains the fourth installment In the splendidly Illustrated ser­
ies on Eesays and Proo!e of Canadian Revenuoe. This serlelll or articles will 
certainly .boost Interest In these stamps- a somewhat neglected and overlooked 
phase. I note with interest that many Item& recorded were priced very reason­
ably. You ca.n secure a. copy or the journal from the Editor and Business Man­
ager, Clarence W. Brazer, Uo Lexington Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y., at $1.•50 each or 
$6.00 for t he !our issues with these installments. 

The excellent series ol a.rt!cles ty George Marler on the Canada 1911-1925 
11eorge V issues which appeared In the journal or the Amel'ican ·Philatelic Soci· 
t.ty have now been -combined into one book .by that Society. This work by Mr. 
Harter Is undoubtedly tho most ex'lauatlve and lntormat!ve study on this very 
interesting s eries of stamps; a "must" for every collector's library. Aside from 
all the valuable information It contains, the profusion of Illustrations makes 
this 75 page book well worth the $2<.00 price. Write for your copy to H. Clay 
Mu.eaer, Executive ,S&eretary, P. 0. Box 800, State College, Pa.. 

To hand is a copy at the Second 1949 Edition of the H. E. Harris & Co. 
"AJ.rmall Stamps" catalog. This 1'60 page catalog Is a virtually complete price 
list of the world's airpost stamps and makes a valuable reference book and 
guldo !or collectors. Priced at only 215c, dedu-ctible from first $2.00 order, from 
H . E. Harris & Co., 108' Ma86achusetts Ave., Boston 17, Mass. 

The .1\f.ay 1949 issue G! "Maple Lea.ves," official journal o! the Canadian 
Philatelic Society of Gt. Bl'it•in, came In today's mall. This usually Interesting 
mapzlne continues to provide very important tnCormaUon. In addition to sev­
· ral articles by well known authors an Interesting mention Is noted by R. W. T. 
Lees-Jones about the 3c 1S70, perf. 12o'h of Canada, " ... journal• have been 
able to record that over two thousand copies have been located." Mr. Lees­
Jone& would like to know the whereabouts of any copies in the Brttlsb Isles and 
l:iopes that owners wlll co-operate. 

Popular' Stamps, published and edited by BNAPSer A. L . McCready of 
Cobden, Ontario, is another magazine that never falls to provide much lnterElllt· 
lng a nd important tntormatlon to Its readers. You just shouldn't be without 
vour copy of each taaue. 

!New Canadian Post Offices and their opening dates: 
CI.oo.rwater Sanitorium, Manitoba April 16·t.h 



BN'ATOHCS 

Nelson House, Manitoba 
Red Lake Road, Ontario 
St. Cyprian Seed, Qaebec 
'Imperial Mills, A~berta 
Saganaga Lake, Ontario 
IClayrldge, Sask. 
ISoaraguay, Quebec 

ApriL ll>th 
April 2'0th 

Mayo 3rd 
M·ay 9th 

April 1st 
March 16th 

April 1st 
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In the June 18th Issue of "Stamps" magazine, Dr. L. •Seale Holmes, author 
of the latest catalog on C:anada and B. N. A., states that the recall!ng of the 
new issues of Canadian stamps portraying King George VI was due to the 
omission of the word· "Postage" from the design. Dr. Holmes also mentlona a 
new revenue stamp-the overJ)rint 2/5 cents on 2/16. He also mentions a most 
unusual prec·ancel reported to him. This is al)parently a precancel prepared 
during the <first World War as the overprint reads, "Postage Paid at Ottawa" 
m four lines with a horizontal bar at top and bottom. This is overprinted on 
the 2{) first Georgian Issue. Dr. Holmes states that this was evidently pre­
pared to be affixed to overseas soldier's letters coming through. Whether this 
was a n experiment or merely a proposed Idea,. no one so far can say. The 
single copy may have come from a n experimental sheet that was never put to 
use. ·Can any BNIAPSer th.row any light on the subject? I'd ap'l)reciate hear­
!ng from him. 

Recent auction pt·lces realized show Canada and B. N. A. stamps zooming. 
As usual, 3d •beav·ers with plate varieties are bringing well over full cat. .Superb 
early Canada is selling way above catalog valuation. Note these prizes real­
ized at r ecent auctions: 
Rob.an Lowe Ltd., OANADA: 1937-8, 6c Blue Airmail-mint imJ)erf. block of 4-

$1-00. 
19•39-lc to Sc regular series In mint !mperf. palns---4100. 

NEW!FOUNDI..tA..'ID: 1866 die proofs of 2, 6, 10 and 13c perfor­
ated and gummed for use as (color) tr ials---$160. 

J.farmer, Rooke &. Co., BRITHSiH C:OIJU.M•BJJA: 18•&5, 5c and lOc on part of cover 
to England with a blue "Post Of.flce Paid, Victoria, 
Vancouver ls."-$2.8. 
186'5-lO:c blue, fine, mint. o. G.---490. 
l·86:6~3p blue, horlz. pair tied to cover add·ressed to 
Vlctoria-$26. 

C:ANADA: Mint block.& o.f 19th century lmperfs. The 1870 lc 
yellow-436; 2c green-$5'6; 18818 ~c bright vermilllon­
$49; 5c gray (tiny thln)~$54; 6c red l>rown~$·66; lOc 
brown red-$50. 

Herman Herst Jr. In his auootion on June lOth at Boston, Mass., sold mint 
block.s of 4 of the $1.00 Parliament and 150:c Bluenose at almost full catalog. 

H. R. Harmer, Inc. advises that there will be some very fine B. N. A. ma­
terial In their July 11-13th auction in New Yor-k. Write 'for a copy of the cat­
a log-32 East 57~h St., N. Y. 22,. N. Y. 

Ye Editor advises no column till the October Issue; July-•August are com­
bined to give our printer a much deserved vacation, September Is· Yearbook 
month, so till October I have nothing else to do but hope I'm so til'ed from send­
:ng out Exhibition Seals and entering hotel reservations that the short lay-off 
will be welcomed. 'T'hen back on the jO'b· again with re-newed energy Inspired 
by the swell time I had at BNAPEX with all you BNAPSers. For the fall .sea­
l:"on, I again ask our Groups to select one of the members to report to me r egu­
la-rly each month wha.t happens. at their meetings. If :~rou only knew how many 
members have ~old me ho.w much they enjoy reading al>out your meetings and 
your programs. 

I must express my sln1cere thanks to BNAlPSer Gordon Lewis for the beau­
t.loful mast-head he created .for this column. It eure dret~aee up these hunl'l:)le 
ettortll. 
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The Code on the Small Cigar Stamps 
By Charlea Armstrong 

..AJ study of these Cigar stamps as a sideline is very Interesting, fascinating 
and, Inexpensive. Too often are these stamps ignored and the writer consid­
ers I~ gross waste and insult to d·lscard these stamps when they can a nd do af­
ford such collecting pleasures. P late number position collecting Is currently 
very popula r a n d the collector realizes much satisfa-ction when he has com ­
pleted a "pane" for each Issued plate number. I:maglne If you haci to collect 
and show 52 po.sltlons for one complete panel ! 

C igar s tamps are Issued to lndtcat·e their use for each week of a year. Do 
you t hink co.m.p.Jet!ng a plate "pane'' Is tough-start worldng to complete just 
one quar ter for any year. IUustrated is one of the few completed quarters in 
the Wl'lter 's collection . 

F irst 
Week 

Second 
Week 

Third 
Week 

Fourth 
Week 

SECOND QUART ER of 1945 
April May J une 
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It baa been establl.shed that the center Jetter (,S of lASB) Is for the yea.r; 
the third letter Is the quarter; the !!rat Jetter Is for the month In the quarter; 
and the figure In front Is Cor the week In the quarter. The stamps of the fourth 
quarte1· are slightly more plentiful s9 It Is presumed that any extra days are 
added to the 4th quarter. 

Checking the letters back for the year, we find the "J" (on the 5 cigar 
green stamp) 1.s for 1989; K t.s 1940; L Is tor 1941; M Ls 19•421; N baa only been 
seen for one month In 1948 and for some myeterlou~ reason "0" was used for 
the 'balance of that year; PIs for 19H; Q and R were not used or at least have 
never been seen; SIs lor 1945; T for 19-46; U waan't used, Instead VIs for 1947; 
W, X, Y, Z were side-tracked and for 1~8 we have "A" for the year, apparently 
~tartlng a whole new series of codl~g since B Is used for 1949. 

The 10 cl~r violet stamp appears with "M" (1942) In both red and black 
overprint. Jn 1946 (T) the r ed 6 cigar stamp was also used· and sometimes oc­
cura with the same overprint aa the green stamp. In 1948 (A) the blue 4 cigar 
stamp appeared and .sometime!!' has the same overprint as the 6 cigar red. The 
old 5 cigar green has disappeared. 

There aren't many varieties although a few double overprints have been 
discovered. The green stamp Is known with the year letter "C" and Is con­
sidered a printing error since It doesn't fit Into the scheme of lettering. The 
10 cigar violet stamp and a few of the 1939 green stampS! are perforated; all 
other.s are Imperforate. A similar code 1.s used for the cigarette stamps of the 
same periods. 

The author sincerely hopu that his presenta.tlort of some of the 1ntrlgulng 
potentials these stampS o!fer will encourage some readers to enter the happY' 
hunt and endeavor to complete a pane o.f these stamps. 

WE WISH TO BUY 
PACKETS • COLLECTIONS 
SETS • Sl NGLE STAMPS 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm In the 
United States, we are conl!ltant buyers of large· 
wholeMle quantities and collections of all kinde of 
postage st.a.InlJ)S. 

Send us a deta.lled list ct your offers, which will reJCelve our 
prompt, careful attention. Our booklet "If You Have Stamps To 
Sell" will ·be sent free on request, (If you do n:ot already kno-w us); 
this booklet Includes references and• describes our buelneee ln full •<> 
that you may deal with us In comple-te confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
108 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. 
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CLASSIFIED TOPICS 
ReMrved f or Membera of B.N.A.P.S. 

Rates l!c per word. Minimum 1·5 words 
per ad. Three Insertions at the price 
of two. 600 words, at will, $4.00 pay­
able In advan-ce. Scott's numbere used 
unless otherwis e !tPecifled. 

WlANTIDD- NEW'F'OU'NDLAND ON­
LY. Wholesale sources of supply, ~lso 
good singles on 20 day approval. Ken­
neth Mlnuse, 1236 Gr&nd Concourae, 
Ne'w York 68, N. Y. 

I collect Canada only-'For Sale or Ex­
change-stationery; B. C. La.ws; Plate 
Nos: Flag Cancels. C. B. D. Garrett. 
Box 612, Cmn·brook, B. C. 

WANTED- Very fine used co)5161!! ­
NEWiFOUN'DLAND #25- CANADA 
#1, #8, #12·, #20. Paul A. Nielson, 1 
Park Ave., Manhasset, N . Y. 

CAN!ADA, NEWFOUfNDLAND, BRJT­
IISH COLONIEIS, UN:ITED STATES. 
Older l88ues for serious collectors. 
References. 'Vant Lists. E. K. Allen. 
•Stamp .Studio, 5 · Chestnut St., Hall· 
fax, N. S. 

FOR SALE-.complete Edward Book­
let, 2 panes with cover. P:rlce- $150.1,)0. 
H. w. Lussey, 137 Voorhis Ave., River 
Edge Manor, N. J'. · 

FX>R SALE----Superb mint sets. #66-
73 at $8.00; 7 4- 84 at $21.00; 89-9·5' at 
$40.00; 96-103, H9-1'59, 162-177, each 
at $16.00. Cl-C7 at $4.0-o; F1-F3 (6) 
at $25.00. One each available. R. R. 
·smith, 943lh N. Vendome Sit., Los An· 
gel&\!! 26, Calif. (8) 

W.AtNTEiD-VoJ. I of BNA TOPICS. 
Chester E. Lee, 6933 La Jolla Blvd., 
La Jolla, C'alli!. 

Over .35 Canad·lan Airmail First 
Flights, Holmes Catalogue $20+. flnd 
including a few unlisted flights for 
$15.00. 

Lots sent for your lnspec.tlon on re­
quest. 

R. A LLISON 
712·17th St. Niagara Flai ls, N. Y. 

BRITISH NORTH AMfRICA 
... i.s o:Oten extensively repre­
sented In the H. R. H.A:RMER, 
INC. auctions. Write for ~EE 
catalogues and buy the right 
way-the H. R. HARMIDR way. 

H.!(. Harmer Inc. 
The Roosevelt Auctioneers 

32 E. 57th S t., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 

Geo. E. Foster 
P hilatelic P r in ter 

( 

Box 174 Bordentown, N . .r. 

Peraonal Stat ionery a Specia lty 

<!> .. -.... ...... ...... ....... ... .... ................ _ .. ...... ... ... ...... . 

I Cop:es of BN?~PICS a,.. d ia· 

I 
tributed each month t o B. N. A. 
collectors. Take a dva nt a ge of 
t hia opportunity to reach the 
collect ora who a,.. eapecia lly 
interest ed in what you have t o 
••II o l' want to b uy. 

...... . .._.. ......... ................ ............ .. .. . ·~........-@ 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
"AMBALO" ALBUM 

36 lb. 50% rag content pages. 
Complet& $5 . 00, plus poatage. 

Write for further details. 
THE AMBALO CO. 

209 E. Court Kankakee, Ill. 

.......................... 

For Very Fine 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

STAMPS 
contaet 

M. W . CRYDERMAN 
Box 289, Robl in, Man., Canad~ 



The New Season's Auctions 
are In preparation. 

Amongat the properties aent In tor sale by auction 
noxt season are the !ollowlng outstanding collection• 

tormod b)' 

The Late Col. L. T. Rose-Hutchinson 
of Bournemouth, and now offered f'or sale by order of the 

executors: 

September 28th Hong Kong 
October 11th and 12th, India 

Other propoertle~~ tor which dfltea have been allocated Include 

FINE BRITISH EMPIRE 
FOREIGN 

and 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Suitable properties can be Incorporated with UIIOCi· 
ate material and we shall appreciate the early advice 
of clients with colle~tlons for sale In order that we 
may give tbem the tull benefit of our Fall Sales. 

Send for current Auction Catalogu .. , our " Review" 
and " How Rare Stampa a nd Collection• are Sold" 
which will give you full details or our world wide 
methods of business and termB ot ea.le. 

The International Stamp Auctioneers 
ROBSON LOWE LIMITED 

50, Pall Mall London. S. W. 1 
Telephone: Abbey 403-4 Cables: "stamps, London'• 

In a111ocla.tlon with 

ROBSON LOWE INC, 
1320 WIDENER BLDG., P HILADELPHIA 7, PA., U. 8. A. 

Telephone: Loouat 4·U8T 

Also at BOURNl!lMOUTH and MELBOURNl!r 
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Rare Canada 

#Sa - 8d GrePnlsh on thl!."k paper, sheet margin 
copy with full niPRJNT at right, clear mar-
gina ex~cpt top, fine •............... ' ....... $40.00 

&6-73 - :.,»-lOc Leaf, com:plete set IM.PERF pairs, 
very .tine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 250.00 

l26b, 128b, lSOa - 1, 2 & 3c IMPERF BEr.l'WEEN, 
let :printing .......................... Pairs 2•6.00 

Blocks 50 . 00 

l26a, 128a. - 1 & 2CI, IM·PERF BETWEEN, 2nd 
Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . • . . . . . Pairs .76 

Blocks 1.60 

219 Var. - 3c PRINTED ON GUM!M•ED SIDE Single 22 .•50 
BlockS iiO. 00 

l10a.-122a - 192.6 4-c-$1, lMPERF PAIR!S complete, 
very fine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300.00 

135a - 3c Confederation, IMPERF pair, Superb ...... 7.5.00 

2111-21%. 214- 1. 2 & 5c Jubilee., IMPF, Superb. Pairs 112.50 
Block.a 225. 00 

19.5-!00 - l-8c, Meda11on IM.PElRF, SUJ)erb ... Pairs 141.50 
Block.a 286.00 

Ask for sample copy ot SIISISONiS B. N. A. NEW'S 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave. Toronto, Canada 


