We buy and sell all of the above,
from single items to large collections. Please
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disposal.
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BNAPEX'97 - ST. JOHN'S
Thursday-Saturday, August 28-30, 1997
Don't Delay! Reservation Blocks are filling up quickly.
Call the numbers below for information and reservations

Accommodations:
Hotel Newfoundland
$116Cdn/night, single/double, refer to BNAPEX'97
1-800-268-9420

Tourist Information:
Newfoundland & Labrador Travel
1-800-563-6353

Ferries:
Marine Atlantic
1-800-341-7981

Official Airline:
Canadian Airlines
Discounts off Full Business & Economy and 2-night minimum stay
Refer to Star File Number MJ 301L7 and BNAPEX'97
1-800-665-5554

Other Information:
J. Don Wilson
11 Elm Place, StJohn's, NF AlB 2S4
709-726-2741

NEWFOUNDLAND
YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO VISIT
- NOW'S YOUR CHANCE
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Editorial Page
Robert Lemire1
I want to thank all those who have submitted manuscripts to Topics over the last few
months. Not that I have been totally inundated with material, but for the ftrst time in a year
I could plan this issue without wondering if another piece would come in time so Topics
mi~t go to press without cutting the number of pages yet again. Please keep the flow of
arttcles coming, and if I seem slow to acknowledge your contributions, please remember I
do have a full-time job in addition to editing Topics.
After a bit more than a year as editor, I have noticed a couple of trends. First, there is
the ongoing problem of the lack of articles dealing with stamps. There are many members
ofBNAPS who collect only stamps, not postal history, not cancels. This does not seem to
be reflected in the relative numbers of articles I receive on stamps and postal history (and
hence what is published in Topics). There are a few submissions on stamps, and at present
there are several articles in the system (at various stages of preparation) on perforations and
perforating machines. It may be possible to put together several of these in a single issue
of Topics (any chance for formation of a study group?). However there are almost no items
on hand about the actual printing of stamps. Perhaps members of the Large and Small
Queens and the Admiral study groups will generate some contibutions.
Second, there are the pleasant surprises -the unsolicited, well-researched articles that
occasionally appear on my desk from people I have never met, often people who have
written little or nothing before. Not only do such articles make an editor's life easier, but
they suggest there would be many more potential authors and articles if only the right
impetus could be provided.
Barrie Atkinson of Winnipeg has volunteered to help with production of BNA Topics,
and has started working up the layout of articles for future issues. His postal and e-mail
addresses are provided on pg. 83 , as there may be times he will contact authors directly
about their articles. Please give him your cooperation; his help is most appreciated.
Last year it was CAPEX'96. 'This year it will be Pacific 97, an international exhibition
in San Francisco, May 29-June 8. Just comparing the shows (and dare I say, the judging)
could be fun. BNAPS will be represented, sharing a table with two other groups- the Royal
Philatelic Society of Canada and the British Caribbean Philatelic Study Group. So, if you
are corning to the show, be sure to drop by. Charlie Livermore has volunteered to take the
lead in handling the BNAPS participation, but if you have an hour or two to spare, and want
to help, I am sure he could use some time to see the exhibits and the dealers' tables.
I. Box 1870, Deep River, ON, KOJ 11'0, Canada; 1~13-584- 1 574; 102124.1304@<:omputervc.com
Letters addressed to specific authors and sent c/o 1be Editor, BNA Topics will be forwarded.

BNAPEX - ST. JOHN'S IN 1997
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW
4
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Stories Behind My Covers
Jack Arnell
28. B.N.A.- France Letters (I)
The April-May-June 1996 issue of Topics had an interesting article by George Arfken
and Charles Firby on Canadian letters to France in the 185 1-1859 period [1). This
prompted me to check my holdings of such letters to see whether there were any which
mildlt augment this article. Finding several showing different or additional markings within
and outside the time frame of the Arfkeo/Firby article, it seemed worthwhile to discuss them
here and expand on the agreements in force to explain the postal charges.
Article 12 of the Anglo-French Postal Convention of 1 June 1843 established the
British charge against the French at 3s. 4d. Stg. per ounce or lOd. Stg. per Y4 oz. or 7.5
grams on letters arriving from overseas by British packets and transitting Great Britain on
the way to France. A Treasury Warrant dated 9 May 1843 established the British postage
from B.N.A. to France via Cunard at 2s. Od. Stg. per ~ oz. [4d. colonial inland postage+
Is. 8d. British charge]. At the same time, the French inland postage was 5 decimes (5d.
Stg.)/Y4 oz., resulting in total postages of2s. 5d. Stg./Y4 oz. and 2s. IOd. Stg.M oz. Unpaid
letters entering France from Canada were struck with a boxed 'COLONIES &cART. 12.'
Figure 1: Montreal to Paris vio British Packet, 1845

Figure 1 shows an example of these charges. The letter was mailed at Montreal on 28
September 1845, with 3s. 2d. Cy. postage prepaid as a half-ounce letter. The postage was
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broken down on the upper left of the Jetter as 2s. Od. Stg. British charge, plus IOd. Stg.,
representing 2 x 5 decimes French inland postage, for a total of 2s. 1Od. Stg. Datestamped
'PAID' with a Montreal tombstone and forwarded in a closed bag to London. It was carried
from Boston on l October by the Cunard Britannia - the colonial postage now being
divided into 2d. Stg. (2~d. Cy.) B.N.A. postage and 2d. Stg. U.S. transit charge- and
arrived at Liverpool on 14 October. It was datestamped 'PAID' at London on the same day
and struck with a large encircled 'P D' to confirm that it was prepaid to destination for the
French post office, and sent across the Channel to Boulogne, where it was datestamped with
'ANGL. BOULOGNE' two days later and forwarded to Paris.
Figure 2 shows a Jetter from Quebec City, dated 22 December 1845, which was carried
privately to England and mailed at Manchester with the postage unpaid on 17 February
1846 (backstamp). It was also backstamped at London on the next day and similar to that
in Figure 1 sent to Boulogne, where it was datestamped two days later and rated 13 decimes
postage due ( l 0 dec. British charge + 3 dec. French inland postage to Carhaix).
Figure 2: Quebec City to Carhaix, 1845, carried privately to England

A modification to Article 12, relating specifically to Canada, effective on 1 January
1846, raised the British charge to 4s. Od. Stg. per ounce or Is. Od. Stg. per Y4 oz. - this did
not affect the total postage from B.N.A. On the other hand, the postage to be charged on
unpaid letters arriving in France were to be rated at 17 decimesfl14 oz. (12 dec. British
charge+ 5 dec. French inland postage) equivalent to Is. 5d. Stg. The handstamp used on
unpaid letters going into France from Canada now had 'CANADA &cART. 12.' This
resulted in a discrepancy on the method of rating letters in the two directions here. The
Canadians continued charging the same rates as before, namely having no reduced charge
for 114 oz. letters, while letters arriving unpaid in France, or mailed there with the postage
prepaid, were rated as 1140Z. letters. The next two figures illustrate this.
Figure 3 is a 1140Z. letter from Montreal dated 13 August 1847 with 2s. 811ui. Cy. (2s.
5d. Stg.) postage to Paris, prepaid and struck with 'PAID', which followed the same route

6
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Figure 3: Prepaid letter from Montreal to Pari•, 1847

Figure 4: Unpaid letter from Montreal to Cognac, 1852
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as that in Figure 1, being carried by the Cunard Hibernia from Boston on 18 August, and
has similar markings.
Figure 4 is an unpaid letter mailed at Montreal on 24 October 1852 and marked with
a black manuscript ' 1' to show the Canadian 1d. Stg. debit. It was carried by the Cunard
America from Boston on 27 October to Liverpool on 7 November, backstamped at London
on the following day and struck with a boxed 'CANADA &cART. 12.' to confirm the
postage due under Article 12 of the U.K. -France Postal Treaty as amended. The letter was
sent on to Calais, where datestamped with' ANGL. CALAIS' and rated 17 decimes postage
due to Cognac ( 12 dec. British charge + 5 dec. French inland postage).
Another modification to Article 12 in 1854 and covered by a Treasw-y warrant dated
31 December 1854, with effect from 1 January 1855, reduced the single postage in both
directions to Is. 5d. Stg. (17 decimes).
I do not have a letter from B.N.A to illustrate this change, but the last two figures from
France do. Figure 5 was mailed in Paris on 29 May 1856 with 17 decimes postage prepaid,
which was shown on the back in black manuscript, and struck with a small red boxed 'PO'.
Datestamped ' PAID' at London on the next day and put in a closed bag for Quebec. It was
carried by the Cunard Arabia from Liverpool on 31 May, and arrived at New York on 13
June. It was backstamped at Quebec two days later.

Figure 6 is an unpaid letter mailed at Paris on 2 October 1856. It was backstamped at
London two days later and sent to Liverpool in the open mail. Struck with a packet office
lozenge there on 7 October and forwarded in a closed bag by the Allan North American the
next day direct to Quebec, arriving on 22 October. It was backstamped there the next day,
but was incorrectly rated 1s. 11/u/. Cy. postage due as a letter from Great Britain. This was
corrected to Is. 71/u/. Cy. (Is . Sd. Stg.).

8
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Figure 6: Unpaid letter from Paris to Quebec via Liverpool, 1856

Reference
(1] Ariken, G.B. and Firby, C.G., "Canadian Letter Mail to France, April 1851 - June
1859", BNA Topics, Vol. 53, No. 2, pp. 10-18 (1996).

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN
Why do canny BNAPSers join the
Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain?
They cannae a' be daft!!
To find out,
write to our secretary, Tom Almond.
2 Filbert Drive, Tilehurst, Reading, UK RG31 SDZ
P.S. Our next friendly Convention is in
Harrogate, Yorkshire 10-13 September 1997.
Join us and spoil yourself!
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Canadian Letters to the American West
in the 19th Century- Part II 1
Victor L. Willson
Post-1875 Territorial Destinations
The Great PlaJns
While the rate from Canada to the U.S. went down from 6 cents per half ounce to 3
cents on Feb. I, 1875, some destinations were just as remote as in earlier times. Figure 12
shows a cover to Rawlings Springs, Wyoming Territory, renamed Rawlins about the time
of the letter. Sent from St. Anicet, CE, on Sep. 20, 1876, the cover is the earliest I have
recorded to Wyoming Territory and represents a very early letter to this region. Rawlings
Springs was an end-of-track town during the building of the Union Pacific in 1868 but was
little more than a water stop for years thereafter. In all of Wyoming by 1876 there was only
a handful of towns, with really nothing north of the rail line except several forts. Custer and
the 7th had been wiped out to the north only three months before. The cover was advertised
on Oct. 2, returned to the Chicago DLO on Nov. 13, and to the Canada DLO on Dec. 5.
Figure 12: A Letter from St. Anlcet, Queb~, to Rawlins, Wyoming Territory,
but Unclaimed.

As was noted earlier, mining camps in what became Montana began in 1862 with
incorporations in 1863, first in Virginia City, then Helena. Most reached those diggings via
South Pass and the old Oregon Trail via Fort Hall. No covers in the 1860s to the Montana
gold fields have survived. Even more sw-prising is the paucity of covers in the 1870s. In
Figure 13 is shown a cover from St. John, NB, Nov. 24, 1879, to New Chicago, a gold camp
1. Part I ofthis article appeared in BNA Topics, Vol. 53, No. 4, pg. 5-13 (1996).
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with a post office from 1872 to 1908, situated near Deer Lodge. Both are northwest of
Virginia City. Mail to these sites was carried by stage and freight teams from Fort Hall tmtil
well into the 1880s. I have seen at least one other Montana cover in the late 1870s and so
do not know whether the item shown in Figure 13 represents the earliest Montana cover
from Canada in the hands of collectors.

Figure 13: A Letter from St. John, N.B., Nov. 24, 1879, to New Chicago,
Montana Territory.

Figure 14: Eastern Canada to Western Canada through the United States.
A Letter from Carluke, Ont., July 27, 1882, to Bow River, North West Territories,
via Fort Benton, Montana Territory.
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Mails after 1873 for the Northwest Mounted Police and settlers in the Bow River region
that would become Calgary were noted to be sent "via Fort Benton." Fort Benton was
begun as an American Fur Trading Co. fort in 1846, and became the head of navigation for
steamboats on the Missouri River. Until the Northern Pacific and Great Northern fmally
crossed Montana in the 1880s, Fort Benton was the trade center for the entire northern
plains and mining region, and an alternate route to the gold fields. The Missouri was not
navigable except from the late spring to early fall. Figure 14 shows a cover for "Major
James Walker, Bow River, N. W. Territories by Fort Benton, Montana." Walker is a well
known Canadian figure who lefi the NWMP to manage the Cochrane ranch in the area. The
cover was sent from Carluke, Ont., July 27. 1882, and would have gone by rail to Chicago
and a Missouri River port such as Sioux City or Omaha, where it would have been put on
a steamship for Fort Benton. Mail from Fort Benton to the north was carried as part of
freighting up the Whoop-up Trail. I have a note that a mail contract to Canada existed, but
I have no documentation for it. The earliest such item is a Canada post card dated Nov. 18,
1880, from Winnipeg to "J. A. Mclllree, Inspector, NWMP Fort Walsh, NWT, via Fort
Benton." I have recorded nine Whoop-up Trail covers to date.
To the east of Montana lay the Sioux lands of Dakota. These must be considered in two
phases. First, Pembina, Minnesota Tenitory (later Dakota Territory) was the destination for
mails carried via the U.S. to Red River Settlements. The earliest items I have recorded to
Red River were lots 91 and 92 of the de Volpi sale, a registered letter and a 10 cent decimal
letter sent via St. Paul and Pembina in March, 1860. Figure 15 shows an 1861 cover to Red
River from Toronto, Feb. 25. Only five covers to Red River have been recorded before the
1870 entrance of Manitoba into confederatiort Two are stampless, two franked with 10 cent
stamps, and one with 5 and I 0 cent decimal stamps in 1862, apparently assumed to be the
3000 mile rate. A fair number of covers franked w1th U.S. stamps from Pembina to Canada
are known, and one cover franked with two 3d beavers. The stamps were known to have
been affixed at Fort Garry and canceled once across the line at Pembina.
The rest of Dakota Territory remained without mail for many years thereafter except
for several forts along the Missouri. 'No Canadian mail for these forts has surfaced to my
knowledge. Figure 16 shows a cover to Valley City, Dakota Territory from Guelph, Ont.,
May 31, 1886, which is fifty miles west of Fargo. While much later than possible to some
destinations in the Black Hills, this cover represents an early date for non-Pembina mail; I
have seen no western Dakota covers in the 1870s. Rail service the entire way was probable
for this cover.
In Figure 17 an item is shown that might properly have been listed in the earlier section
- a cover to Belleview, Nebraska, near Omaha, from Van Kleek Hill, Ont., Nov. 28, 1871.
This cover would have traveled the entire way by rail. I have seen no earlier Nebraska
covers. Since there were forts alon~ the Oregon Trail from the 1840s, it is possible that
quite early covers could exist. The hkelihood of their survival is slim, however.

The Southwest
While we saw mail to New Mexico Territory as early as 1873, mails for Arizona
Territory from Canada appear elusive. In Figure 18 is shown one of a pair of covers I
acquired to Fairbank, Arizona Territory, from Selwyn, Ont., Mar. 22, 1892 (the other was
mailed Ap. 2). Fairbank was a remote mining town in the extreme south of the Territory.
Mails would have gone by rail to Bisbee via Detroit, then either via Santa Fe or down to
Texas and the Southern Pacific, then to feeder lines.
The Pacific Northwest
No covers have been recorded to Washington Territory from eastern Canada in the
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1859-187 1 period. Obviously there are a number of covers from B.C. in the provincial
period, and both paste-up Wells Fargo covers and addressed covers in the immediate
post-confederation period are well known. Western commerce up and down the Pacific
Coast would account for most Washington Territory mail, and mail from eastern Canada
would go to B.C. Figure 19 shows a cover from Clinton, B.C. to Freeport, Washington
Territory dated Apr. 4, 1876.
Figure 15: An 1861 cover to Red River from Toronto, Feb. 25, sent through
Pembina.

Figure 16: Guelph Ont., May 31, 1886, to Valley City, Dakota Territory,
back.stamped Valley Clty,June 4.
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Figure 18: Letter from Selwyn, Ont., Mar. 22, to Fairbank, Arizona Territory
(Mar. 28 Fairbank backstamp)

The culminating event in 19th century North American history was the Klondike gold
rush. The postal history has been well documented, most recently by Gray Scrimgeour [1]
and Kevin 0 'Reilly [2] in the special issue of the Postal History Society of Canada Journal
( 1996). Scrimgeour [ 1] showed a 3 cent Jubilee with a manuscript "Dawson, 8-11 -97"
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marking to Friday Harbor, Washington, certainly one of the earliest covers from the Yukon
bearing Canadian stamps. Figure 20 shows a cover from Dawson, Sep. 27, 1900, to
Skagway, Alaska Territory. It is possible that covers from Dawson to Dyea or Skagway
exist as early as late summer 1897. Mail into the Yukon has been discussed by Scrimgeour,
and it seems possible that the earliest letters from Canada would have gone to Fort Cudahy
in the early 1890s, but only one cover has survived, from the U.S. Mail was received in
Dawson in June, 1897, so covers from that period may exist. Again, the use of envelopes
for a variety of reasons in a remote location, combined with numerous fires in Dawson,
severely reduces the number of covers that can be expected to have survived.
Figure 19: A cover from Clinton, B.C. to Freeport, Washington Territory
dated Apr. 4, 1876.

Wrapup
Canadian mails are represented in this article to all western U.S. territories except one:
Indian Territory. Since covers and postcards mailed as late as 1900 might exist, the hunt
is still on for an example. The hope here is that readers will supply information advancing
dates of usage, filling in later tunes, and helping to flesh out the picture of Canadian
presence in the American West.

Thanks are extended for the help of Gray Scrim~eour, Jeff Switt, Rick Parama, Gordon
Blculer, and Jim Felton for help over the years on vanous aspects of this work. I will always
be indebted to Ed Richardson for pointing me toward inle!Jlrovincial mail and the lure of
California.
References
[I] Scrimgeour, G., "Postal History of the Klondike Gold Rush," Postal Histmy Society
of Canada Journal, No. 85, pp. 19-83 ( 1996).
[2] O'Reilly, K., "Early Yukon Post Office Markings," Postal Hist01y Society of Canada
Journal, No. 85, pp. 89-100 (1996).
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ROYAL CALTAPEX 1997 ROYALE
SEPTEMBER 19-21, 1997
THE COAST PLAZA HOTEL
CALGARY ALBERTA
INFORMATION REQUESTS:

MR. HUGH DELANEY
P.O. BOX 1478
CALGARY ALTA T2P 2L6
PHONE: 403-255-0422
FAX: 403-255-2984

16

BNA TOPICS I JAN-FEB-MAR 1997 I NO 1

OUR VENDORS SPFAK
We sell the properties of 50 different owners in an
average auction. All are pleased with what we do
for them and some make the effort
to write about it.

We

know that
we can sell
your stamps to
your satisfaction.
All you have to do Is

May we
hear&omyou
when you are ready?

CAU US AT 416-363-7777

r. rna reach & son

330 BAY ST . STE 703 •l'CIRONTC. ~ MeH . _ • M181 383•7777
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William Briggs
(Methodist Book and Publishing House)
Postal Stationery Cards with Advertising Fronts•
Chris Ellis and Horace Harrison
What was to become the William Briggs/Methodist Book and Publishing House began
in 1829. In that year, the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada at its conference in
Ancaster, Ontario decided to establish a church paper, The Christian Guardian, and, by a
narrow vote, appointed E~erton Ryerson as its ftrSt Editor and Book Steward [I (pp. 5-8)].
Initially, the publisher/pnnter was known as the Wesleyan Book Room and, by December
of 1829, in addition to publishing the Guardian, had published its first religious book.
Publications of this nature remained a major product for many years but as early 1835 the
"Book Room" had begtm to publish more general or secular works [1 . (p. 10), 2 (p. 174)).
Initially, the offices and printing for the publisher were established on March (later
Lombard) Street, York (later Toronto) but by 1859 after several moves, they were
established at 80 (and later also 78) King St. East (Figme l ). It was at this location in 1878
that the publishing arm of the church was renamed the Methodist Book and Publishing
House. In 1889, the publishing house was moved to 29-33 Richmond Street West
(Figure 2) and 30-36 Temperance Street where it remained until moving to the comer of
Queen and John Streets in 1915 [l (p. 10), 2 (p. 174)].
William Briggs (Figure 3) was the lOth individual appointed as Book Steward; a
position he took over in 1879 and, by continuous reappointments, he held the position of
Book Steward until his retirement at the age of79 in 1915. The Reverend Dr. Briggs had
been born in Ireland in 1836. He was educated in Liverpool, England for work in the
commercial trade but, after coming to Canada in 1859, he felt a calling to the Ministry and
within four years was ordained by the Methodist Church. Until 1879 he served as Pastor
in va1ious churches in Montreal, London, Coburg, Belleville and finally, Toronto. Dr.
Briggs died in 1922 (see references [2 (p. 31), 3, 4, 5]).
As noted earlier, the house had published works on non-religious themes as early as
1835. However, it was really under Briggs direction that it began to publish extensively in
other fields such that, by the time of Briggs retirement, it was the largest publishing house
in Canada. These secular works were published under the imprint "William Briggs" rather
than the Methodist Book and Publishing House. Major staples included biographies, novels,
histories and encyclopedias with a special emphasis on works which were "distinctively
Canadian in their conception, and ... successful ... in their appeal to the Canadian Mind"
(Driggs cited in reference [I ( p. 22)]). Indeed, Brig~s frrst published many ofthe major
literary and historical works of the time such as The D1ary of Mrs. John Graves Simcoe by
John Ross Robertson and Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada by J. W Tyrell. He was also
perhaps the major publisher of Canadian poetry near the tum of the century [6 (p. 3)).
However, other secular works including school texts were also published and between 1908
and 1914 the company acted as printer for the Government of Ontario. The house also acted
as agent for books from London and New York publishers. After Briggs retirement, the
trade name for secular books of the press was changed to the Ryerson Press under which
name it continued until merged with McGraw Hill to form the current McGraw Hill Ryerson Press.

I. We dedicate this paper to the memory of our good friend Allan Steinhart
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Figure 1: The Methodist Book and Publishing House, King Sl, Toronto (1)

It is not clear when the William Briggs Publishing House began to use Postal Stationery
cards for various business matters. The earliest card we have personally seen is a Webb's
P 14 [7] dated July 14, 1897 with an illustrated back advertisement for "The People's
Cyclopedia" (although Horace Harrison has a Newfoundland postal stationery card
addressed to Briggs in 1881 ). However, we are sure earlier examples will come to light
with some searching. The uncertainties regarding a beginning date are because our main
interest has been in accumulating information on William Briggs cards with front
advertising which of course, must all date after December of 1897. It was only after that
date that the Post Office first allowed the printing of something other than the address on the
stamped side of these cards [8, pp. 34-37). The earliest known examples of cards with front
advertising are examples of Webb PIS dated June of 1898. Examples ofP14 cards dated
as late as February 17. 1898 are known which have printed business reverses identical to
that seen on later P 18 cards. Therefore, it is probable that existing stocks of P 14 with
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already printed backs were used until exhausted sometime between February and June,
1898. Regardless, from 1898 until 1914 (the latest dating card known is postmarked
August 14, 1914) the William Briggs Publishing Company produced a large number of front
ads on PIS and later, P23, P28c and P28d (ads on the latter two [i.e., Admiral cards] are
exceptionally rare). Overall, 65 different types of these cards have been reported which
must make this series one of the largest known outside of the well-documented CPR and
GTR Railway view cards and the various miniature money order cards used by several
express companies [7]. Indeed, since these Briggs cards are much rarer than many of the
cards in the other series mentioned above (in many cases we know of only one example),
since there are some years for which we have documented the introduction of few or no new
types (e.g., 1903), and since few have been interested in collecting the Briggs series, it is
probable that several more types remain to be discovered.
Based upon the cards now known we have developed a catalogue listing for the Briggs
front ads which follows. To assign catalogue numbers we have assigned the prefix WB to
each type. Following the procedW'C used in certain Webb's series such as the GTR Railway
cards [7], and for ease of use, we have numbered the different types consecutively in
alphabetical order. However, we also provide a list which arranges the pards as closely as
possible from the earliest to the latest known date of issue. With the alphabetical list we
include the earliest known usage for each type (based wherever possible on postmark date),
but in many cases, because only single examples are known, these earliest dates are
undoubtedly subject to revision as data accumulate.
The front ads on the Briggs cards consist usually of ads for a single book, although
occasionally two or more titles may be featured on one card front. The book's title and
author is often given along with a price and sometimes, quotes from various sources such
as "The Globe " the "Brantford Courier " the "Montreal Gazette " "Onward " etc as to the
vi.ttues of a particular title. Illustrations ~e minimized and more ~ften than n~t. be~ides text
the only printing is a fancy frame or background. For illustrative purposes, we append
reproductions of a few of the reported advertising fronts to this report. Most of these cards
are only known used (always at Toronto) with mint examples being very rare. Notable
exceptions are WB23 and WB24 which are only known unused.
The earliest cards, prior to about the middle of 1899, have the front ads printed in one
colour of ink (usually a reddish brown ink but black also occurs), but from 1899 until 1912
two colours were often employed for each ad. Rarely, the same advertisements can be found
in two different colours. From 1912 to 1914 single colours were again used; but in these
cases they occur in blue ink. Also rare is the occurrence of one type of front ad on more than
one kind of Webb postal stationery card type. Indeed, the only known examples are WB 41
and 42 which consist of one of the two known varieties of an advertisement for Stories of
the British Empire by Agnes Maul Machar. This card is known on both P23 (one cent red
Edward VII) and P28d (one cent red George V). Since the date of use of the one reported
George V card is earlier (April 9, 1914) than the one known example of the Edward VII
card (April 14, 1914) with this advertisement. it is probable that a single printing of this ad
involved the use of remainders of the Edward card as well as the newly issued Admiral card.
The back of the Briggs cards varies considerably but several types of forms and notices
can be recognized. For the sake of brevity we forego a description of all of these back types
here. We do wish to stress, however, that the most common types of forms such ai that
shown on Figure 4, often have added the phrase "Form G. - 2m-7-2-99" or something
closely approximating this wording/numbering. This practice continued for many examples
until about 1913. In essence, certain cards of this era give a printing date and the number
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---printed such as in this example 2m (or 2000) printed on February 7, 1899. Early on, or
prior to about 1902, usually the cards were printed in nwnbers of 3000 or less with the
exception of odd end of year J?rintings which were in larger quantities, perhaps to deal with
increased holiday season busmess or as a response to such an increased busmess and thus,
shortages of cards. After 1902 the quantities per printing increased to between 3000 and
5000. A selection of the Briggs cards is shown above and on the previous two pages.
We have yet to see the same printing date with more than one type of front although one
can ftnd the same front with more than one reverse printing date. Therefore, it is probable
that the nwnber printed at any one printing is a good estimate of the nwnber of front types
printed at each time. This inference is supported by the fact we have been able to record
multiple copies of many of the later card fronts probably because, as indicated above, more
were printed As a result, Ellis maintains a computerized listing of all of the card reverses
encoWltered regardless of whether or not the front advertisement has been seen before. In
sum, these reverses have the potential to give us a good idea of how rare particular examples
a~:e of each front type. In addition to increases in the nwnber of cards issued per printing
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Figure 4: Example of Printing on the Back of a
Briggs Card.

over time, there are also suggestions from these printing dates that the nwnber of different
fronts issued declined after 1902. Concomitant with this decline it is therefore common to
find later fronts with several printing dates on reverses or with several different types of
backs as demand for cards in use apparently did not decline. As a result, once again there
seem to be increased nwnbers of examples of items such as WB 19 and WJ3 64 which
appear to be more common types. However, some later dating types do seem to be rare.
The William Briggs series is obviously a large and very poorly known one, and much
of what is stated above is based on a mmimwn of data. Therefore, we would greatly
appreciate it if individuals with cards in this series would send information along with
photocopies of front and back and indication of the ink colours used to print the front ads
to Ellis at 515-1510 Richmond St. N., London, Ontario, Canada N6G 4 V2.
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Figures l and 3 are taken from The House of Ryerson [l ] by Lome Pierce and are
reproduced com1esy of McGraw Hill-Ryerson Limited.
A Listing of the Briggs Cards in Order of Appearance*
On One Cent Red Queen Victoria, Webb Pl8:
1898: WB 59, WB 51, WB 22, WB 23 (?), WB 24 (?), WB 7, WB 8, WB 57, WB 64,
WB40.
1899: WB 17, WB 13, WB 12, WB 15, WB 11, WB 50, WB 6, WB 54, WB 9, WB 36.
1900: WB 37, WB 61, WB 30, WB 28, WB 55.
1901: WB 16(?), WB60, WB3, WB32, WB I, WB 45, WB 25, WB I0, WB 53, WB 56.
1902: WB 18, WB31, WB58, WB46, WB29
1903: None reported.
On One Cent Red Edward VD, Webb P23:
1903: None reported.
1904: WB 14, WB62.
1905: WB 47, WB 52, WB 2.
1906: WB 48, WB 33, WB44.
1907: WB39.
1908: WB 34, WB 63, WB4.
1909: WB 38, WB 5, WB 65.
1910: WB 19.
1911 : WB20, WB49, WB35, WB26.
1912: WB27.
1913: WB 21.
1914: WB41
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An Alphabetical U sting of t he William Brigg• Cards
II

We bb ##

WB1

PIS

~B2

P23

~B3
~B4

Pl8
P23

WB.S

P23

WB6

Pl8

~07

PIS

WB8

PIS

WB9

P1S

WB10

P1S

WBII

Pl8

Title

Author

Rev. N.
Burwash
A Pictorial History of Methodism J. Fletcher
Hurst
A Treasury of Canadian Verse
?
Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada J.W. Tyrell
(Variety #I: Distinguished by ink
oolour)
Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada J.W. Tyrell
(Variety 1#2: Distinguished by ink
colour)
Bonhomme French Canadian
He~ Cecil
Stories and Sketches
Waist
Canadian Men and Women of the Morgan
Time (Variety #I : Di~tguished
bv one quote at top left
Canadian Men and Women of the Morgan
Time (Variety #2: Dis~)guished
by two quotes at top left
Clipped Wings
Lottie
McAlister
D'Ri and I
Irving
Bacheller
David Harum
Edwin Noyes
Westoott
Diane of Ville Marie: A Romance Blanche
of French Canada
Macdonell
Dwellers in Gotham
AnnanDale
A Manual Of Christian Theology

WBI2

P18

WB13

PIS

WD14

P23

WBI.S

PIS

WD16

PIS

WB I7

PIS

Four of Our Leaden.. Mooswa,
Elzanor, Lords of the North, The
Master Christian.
Francis Parkman's WOfks

WBIS

Pl8

From Quebec to Pretoria

WB 19

P23

Gaff Linkumd~ariety # 1:
Distinguished ink oolour)

WB20

P23

WB21

P23

WB22

PIS

Five Leaden Written by
Canadians
Flashlights on Nature

Ink Colour

~~

Red& Green

A98.13,
I I

Red&Green

Dec. 6, 190.S

Red&Green
Red&Blue

Feb. 28 190 1
Nov. 8, 1908

Orange & Green April I, 1909
Reddish Brown
Reddish Brown

June 13,
1S99
Sept .s. 1S9S

Reddish Brown

Oct. 13, IS9S

Red/Orange &
Blue
Red&Green

Au~. 16,

Reddish Brown

April4, 1S99

18 9
Nov. 8, 1901

•
Reddish Brown

Feb. 7, 1S99

Reddish Brown

Feb.6, 1899

Not
Applicable
Grant Allen

Orange & Green Feb. 24, 1904

Francis
Parkman

Reddish Brown

w.

Orange & Green March 1S,
1902
Red&Green
Jan. 27, 1911

Reddish Brown

March 2,
1899
W.A Fraser, Orange & Green January .S,
etc.
1901

Hart-McHarg

ArchieP.
McKishnie
GaffLinkum (Variety #2:
Archie P.
Distinguished by ink oolour)
McKishnie
Getting into Parliament and After Sir ()eorge
W. Ross
Gladstone: The Man and His
Rev. Frank
W<lfk (Variety #I: Distinguished W.
Gunsaulus
~ Curved Line "The Man and
is Work" and oortrait at left)

Jan. 16, 1S99

Red& Blue

June 8, 1911

?

Auf:. 22,
19 3
July27, 189S

Reddish Brown
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. conhnue d
BriIUS c a r ds u stmR
#I

WB23

WB24

Webb #I
Pl8

Pl8

Author

Ink Colour

Rev. Frank

Reddish Brown

Title

Gladstone: Tite Man and His
Work (Variety #2: Distinguished
~ Strai~t Lme "The Man and
is Wor " and portrait at left)
Gladstone: Tite Man and His
Worit (Variety #3: Distinguished
by,~ower rattier than portrait at
left
History of Canada From the
Earliest Times to 1841
Home University Library of
Modem Knowlod~e (Variety #I :
Distinguished by ack oftem1
"William Briw")
Home University Library of
Modem Knowledge fVariety #2:
Distin~ished b.tloc usion of
tenn " illiam iggs•)
Kit Kennedy

w.

Gunsaulus
Rev. Frank

w.

Reddish Brown

Only known
unused

Red&Oreen

mt.20,
I
Nov. 23,
1911

Gunsaulus

WB25

PIS

WD26

P23

iWD27

P23

iWB2S

PIS

IWB29

PIS

iWB30

PIS

WB31

PIS

WB32

PIS

WB33

P23

WB34

P23

WBJ~

P23

WD36

PIS

WB37

Pl8

iWB3S

P23

George
Horace
Lorimer
Life of Lives
Rev. Caruton
Farrar
Lord Durham's Report oo Canada Not
IAwlicable
Lords of the North
Agnes C.
Uiut
Mountain Wildflowers of Canada Julia W.
Henshaw
Myths and Facts of the American Arthur
Revolution (Variety #I:
Johnston
DistinN8~shed by colour and price
of$1.
Myths and Facts of the American Arthur
Revolution (Variety #2:
Johnston
Distin~Jshed by colour and price
of$1. '
No. S Jolm Street
Richard
Whitcing
Pictorial History of the Transvaal Commander
and South Africa
C.N.
Robinson
Quiel Talks on Personal Problems S.D. Gordon

iWB39

P23

Quiet Talks With World Winners S.D. Gordon

Red&Oreen

WB40

PIS

Steam Navigation: Its History and JamesCroil
its Relation to Ote Commerce of
Canada and the United States

Reddish Brown

28

William
Kingsford
Not
Applicable
Not
Applicable

Blue

Blue

S.R. Crockett Red&Blue

Letters from a Self-Made
Merchant and His Son

Earllat
Cancel
Only known
unused

Reddish Brown

May20, 1912

S~l24,

I 0
Dec. 17, 1902

Red/Orange &
Blue
Red&Oreen

Sept. 5, 1900

Red& Green

June 7, 1901

Red& Blue

July6, 1906

Red &Green

frojll8,
8

Dark Red&
Green

Nov. 20,
1911

Red/Orange &
Blue
Red/Orange &
Blue

Oct. 10, IS99

Red&Oreen

~120,
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June 13, 190

Jan. 26, 1900

7
March2,
1909
Dec. 6,1S98

Bl
rlns c ard !I u Itl ng_ cont nued
N

Webb #

Title

I~tories of the BritislhEmpire

Author
~1esMaule

W041

P23

IWB42

P28d

!W043

P2Sc

WB44

P23

Studies in Plant Life in Canada

WB4S

PIS

Tarry lltou Till I Come

IWB46
IWB47

PIS
P23

T emiiOflll Power
The Bible: A Missionary Book

IWB4S

P23

IWD49

P23

twBso

PIS

llte Collected Poems of Wilfred
Campbell
The Diary of Mrs. John Graves
Simcoe
The Eye of a God

twn.s1

PIS

ll1e Making oftl1e Canadian
West

WBS2

P23

ll1e Making oftl1e Canadian
West, SecOOd Edition

WB.S3

PIS

ll1e Man From Glengarry

!WDS4

PIS

The Market Plaoe

WD.SS

PIS

ll1e Master Christian

WDS6
WBS7

PIS
PIS

The Outcasts
'l11e Popular International Bibles
(Variety #I: Distinguished by
arrow to left of"Toronto")

W.A Fraser

WBSS

PIS

ll~e Popular International Bibles
tVariety #2: Distinguished by
leur de Lis to left of "Toronto")

Not
Applicable

WDS9
WD60

PIS
PIS

WB61

PIS

The Standard Bearer
The Story of Laura Secord and
Other canadian Reminiscensces
The Transvaal FfOfll Within

WB62

P23

S.R. Crockett
Mrs. J.G.
Currie
J. P.
Fitzpatrick
Not
Applicable

WB63

P23
PIS
P23

WB64
WB6S

Variety #I: On P23
Stories of the Brit.ish ijmpire
I(Variety #2: On P2Sd
Stories ofthe British Empire
I(Variety #3: On P2Sc)

Three Great Books: The
Pros~or, Old Gorgon Graham,
Gods Good Man.
'111f0u~tb the Mackenzie Basin
Trevelyan's Little Daughter
Where the Buffalo Roamed

achar

Ink Colour
Blue

Earllat
Cancel
A~l 24,

~Maule Blue

1 14
April9, 1914

~Maule

Au~ 19,

char

Blue
ar
Orange & Green
Catharine
Parr Trail
George Croly Red&Green
Marie Corelli
Robert F.
Horton
Wilfred
Campbell
John Ross
Robertson
W.A Fraser
Reverend
R.G.
Macbeth
Rev. R.G.
MacBeth
Ralph
Com1or
Harold
Frederic
Marie Corelli

Not
Applicable

Reddish Brown
Green
Reddish Brqwn
Red&Green
Red/Orange &
Blue
Black
Red Brown&
Green

19 4

Oct. 22, 1906
sw.l4,
I I
Oct. 2 1902
Ac)N:. 2S,
I s
tfo:124,
6
Aug. 9, 191 1
May22, 1S99
June 27, 1S98
Aug. 1, 190.5

~pt

Orange & Green Dec. 10, 1901
Red/Orange &
Blue
Red& Purple

July 14, IS99

Reddish Brown

Nov. S, 1902

Reddish Drown

June 14 IS98
Jan. 24, 1901

Nov. 19,
1900
Orange & Green Feb. S 1902
Reddish Brown Oct. 26, 1898

Red& Purple
Red&Green

March26,
1900

Red &Green

Dec.S, 1904

Charles Mair Red&Green
Virna Sheard Reddish Brown
E.L. Marsh
Red&Green
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Nov. 9 1898
Dec. 29 1909
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Finally - its Discovery in 1997
The 1933 Newfoundland Balbo Airmail First Day Cover
John M. Walsh
Much has been written about Generalltalo Balbo and his fleet of twenty-four airplanes.
The pwpose of their ambitious endeavour was to show the Italian flag and promote Italy by
flying from Italy to the United States to attend the Chicago Worlds Fair of 1933, "The
Century of Progress." In July 1933 the "Armada" as it was called, flew from Italy to
Holland, then to Ireland, Iceland, Newfoundland, New Brunswick, Quebec and on to
Chicago. The return was via New York City to Shediac, New Brunswick, to Shoal Harbour,
Newfoundland, then on to the Azores and Italy.
While the Armada was on its way to Newfoundland, the government made a deal with
General Balbo to have a special mail carried to Rome, Italy, and a new overprinted stamp
for Newfoundland was created. What follows is a search for the date of the first day cover
for this flight. A surprise is in store.
The following items are news releases from The St. John's Evening Telegram of July
1933 on the day and from the page indicated. The days and/or dates and other information
in parentheses have been added by me to assist the reader.
TUESDAY July 18, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram, pg. 4.
"Special train to Clarenville. Balbo expected Tuesday next (July 25).
Newfoundland Railway to send special train to Clarenville for visitors to meet
Italian Armada en route home from Chicago Worlds Fair on or about Tuesday next
(July 25). Expected 300 people will avail. More to follow from Railway on
Wednesday July 19."
WEDNESDAY July 19, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram, pg. 3.
"Balbo will probably start return flight from New York to Italy via Azores on
Saturday (July 22). Will leave Chicago to go to New York tomorrow (Thursday
July 20 )."
Advertisement placed by Newfoundland Railway pg. 8.
"NEWFOUNDLAND RAILWAY
For visitors ofltalian Air Fleet- Special train service St. John's to Clarenville July
26 ( Wednesday). Round trip fare$ 4.35.
Latest advioe indicates Italian Fleet arrival at Clarenville will be Wednesday July
26th. A train will leave St. John's 9 a.m. arrive Clarenville 2 p.m. Leave
Clarenville 6 p.m. arrive St. John's 1130 p.m. Booking immediately. No dining
car."
THURSDAY July 20, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram, pg. 14.
Advertisement placed by Newfoundland Railway:
"July 25 or 26 whichever date Armada arrives Special train leaves St. John's 9
a.m. and arrives Clarenville 2 p.m. Leaves Clarenville 6 p.m. and arrives St. John's
11 30 p.m. Price $4.35 round trip."
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FRIDAY July 21, 1933; St. J ohn's Evening Telegram, pg. 6.
"Italian yacht AliCE arrived Clarenville last night (Thursday July 20) at 850 p.m.
She is the supply ship to the Italian Annada."

On pg. 14 the advertisement for Newfoundland Railway was still running.
SATURDAY J uly 22, 1933; St. J ohn's Evening Telegram, pg. 4.
"Provided Italian air planes take off from New York on Monday (July 24) a special
train with Government representatives witlleave here (St. John's) on the same
morning (Monday July 24) at lO a.m. for Clarenville. The train will be made up
of the private car TERRA NOVA, two sleeping cars, diner and baggage car. The
train for citizens which will be composed of day coaches will leave for Clarenville
on Tuesday (July 25). This is dependent on the fleet aniving on Monday (July 24).
While on the train the number of meals needed will be relayed to Clarenville in
advance of arrival of the citizens train. (i.e., two trains being used).
Advertisement for Newfoundland Railway pg 14.
"Providing Balbo anives Clarenville on Monday evening July 24th, the Railway
will operate excursion Tuesday (July 25). Defmite advice from Clarenville says
rooms and lunches are prepared for any number of visitors."
MONDAY J uly 24, 1933; St. J ohn's Evening Telegram, pg. 1.
a notice:

NOTICE
An Air Mail has been arranged by the Italian Fleet on its return to Italy
via Shoal Harbor. Special stamps for this Flight are provided and will be on sale
at the General Post Office, 930 a.m. Monday July 24th. Price$ 4.50. Mail will
close at 8 p.m. Monday ( July 24 ) but is subject to extension in event of planes
being delayed.

FURTHER NOTICE
The time for closing mail for dispatch per Italian Flight has been extended from
8 p.m. Monday July 24 to an indefinite time, pending further advice re
movement of fleet and may be closed without further notice.

[July 24 I i]

W.C. Winsor
Minister Posts & Telegraphs
General Post Office
July 24th, 1933.

P.~!, York July 23 it was announced that the Balbo Annada will start return flight

at 11 a.m. Monday ( July 24 ) morning. The exact route will be determined when
the planes reach Newfoundland."
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pg4.

"'Du·ough the courtesy of the Anglo, the Evening Telegram learns that the return
flight from New York to Italy via Shoal Harbor which was to start today (Monday
July 24) had to be delayed owing to weather conditions along Maine seaboard and
over Grand Banks. It is possible the squadron may leave this evening (Monday
July 24) and proceed as far as Nova Scotia. As a result the Government Special
Train and its party which was to leave at 10 a.m. this morning (Monday July 24)
.for Shoal Harbor was called off.
"The sale of the Italian flight airmail stamps at the General Post Office today (July
24) is not as brisk as anticipated due no doubt to the charge of$4.50 for each
stamp. A large number of the stamps have been sold to foreign dealers. Their
orders having been cabled to the department. The reason for the extraordinary
charge is that the Italian Government stipulated that if mail was dispatched the cost
would be $3.75 for each stamped cover forwarded.
"The Italian submarines that arrived back in port (St. John's) on Saturday (July 22)
and are berthed at Furness Withy pier. Probably will sail in next day or two.
"A Jetter by a Stamp Collector asks if the remaining stamps used to make the
Balbo surcharged stamp will be destroyed so that no counterfeits could occur (this
destruction was not done)."
pg. 10 Advertisement for Newfoundland Railway:

"Special for Clarenville now scheduled for 9 a.m. Wednesday (July 26). Latest
advice indicates arrival Air Fleet tomorrow (Tuesday July 25). Special train will
leave St. John's 9 a.m. Wednesday, back to St. John's at 1130 p.m. Wednesday
night (July 26)."
TUESDAY July 25, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram,

rg· 4.

"Up to noon Tuesday July 25, 5500 of the Italian airmai stamp issue had been
sold at the G.P.O. The letters mailed up to noon numbered about 700 but it is
expected this will be increased by an extra 300 before the mail closes this evening
(July 25). The mail to Shoal Harbor will be forwarded by the Government Train
which will leave the station at 11 p.m. tonight (July 25).
"The Evening Telegram was advised by Postal Telegraphs and the Anglo
American Telegraph Co. that Balbo had boarded his plane 845 a.m. this morning
(Tuesday, July 25) Eastern Standard Time at New York and that everything was
in readiness to start for Shediac N.B.
"Commercial Cable Co. gave the Evening Telegram information that the Armada
had taken off at 900 a.m. EST or 1130 a.m. Newfoundland time. It is likely that
Balbo will decide to remain at Shediac N.B. tonight (Tuesday July 25) and start
for Shoal Harbor tomorrow morning (Wednesday July 26).
"Airmail for Italian flight closed this afternoon (Tuesday July 25). The Special
Train carrying the Government officials and Editors of the Daily News and
Evening Telegram and their wives will be leaving (St. John's) about midnight
(Tuesday July 25)."
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pg. 12. Advertisement for Newfoundland Ra ilway
"The departure of special St. John's to Clarenville definitely deferred until 9 a.m.

Thursday (July 27).
W EDNESDAY July 26, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram, pg. 3.
Received via Reuters New York July 25:

"Balbo departed New York 9 a.m. EST to hop to Shediac N.B. The fleet was to
be in the air (air borne) in 17 minutes. They will remain at Shediac a few days.
Balbo then will decide to take northern or southern route over the Atl~tic.
pg 4. PEPYS column .
July 25 - PEPYS:
"Rose at 6 a.m. and went to Water Street and meeting Capt. Winsor, that is
Minister of Posts, to talk with him concernin~ the mail that will be sent by the
Italian air shippes and he tells me how the Ita hans do ask $3.60 a letter for each
one they take which seems a mighty high price to pay. But there will be a goodly
profit for the Post Office being that there are not like to be more than 2000 letters
carried and being that there are 8000 special stamps the 6000 that are left will
bring $27000 which is a pretty windfall"
pg. 4

"Balbo Armada which as stated in yesterdays (Tuesday July 25) issue left New
York at 1135 a.m. Newfoundland time arrived at Shediac 520 p.m. yesterday
(Tuesday July 25) and according to schedule will leave Shediac today
(Wednesday July 26) for Shoal Harbor.
"A Government Special Train left St. John's 11 20 p.m. last night (Tuesday July
25) for Shoal Harbor where an official welcome will be extended to Balbo and the
fleet. This special (train) arrived Shoal Harbor at 955 a.·m. this morning
(Wednesday July 26).
"Arrangements made by Postal Telegraphs Dept. to have all offices report at early
hour this morning and remain on continuous duty to give info on progress of the
Armada Flight from Shediac N.B. to Shoal Harbor will take about five hours and
the Newfoundland route will be via St. Georges, Grand Lake, Indian Lake,
Exploits Valley and Gander Valley.
"The special mail forwarded to Italy by the Armada was despatched to Shoal
Harbor by the Special (Government) train last night (Tuesday July 25). Only 890
letters were sent on this historic flight.

P.~h~al

Harbor presents a remarkable scene of animation with hundreds present,
including boats. Mooring buoys extend from Shoal Harbor to Clarenville. The
AliCE lies by the pier. Buzz in air when it was announced that the planes took off
at 1010 (a.m. from Shediac). Left Shediac 1025 a.m. due 330 p.m. today
(Wednesday July 26 ).
"According to messages to cable companies the Italian Air Fleet left Shediac for
Shoal Harbor 1010 a.m. today Newfoundland time (Wednesday July 26) and is
due to arrive Shoal Harbor about 330 p.m. this afternoon ( Wednesday July 26 ).
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pg 8. Advertisement for Newfoundland Railway;

" Subject to arrival of Air Fleet today, Special (citizens) train to leave St. John's
9 a.m. tomorrow Thursday July 27. Return tomorrow night 1130 p.m.
THURSDAY July 27, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram, pg. 4.

"Balbo Armada landed 2 10 p.m. yesterday (Wednesday July 26). Special train
aiTived that morning (Wednesday July 26) from St. John's. Just before 2 p.m.
planes came into sight. When all moored Balbo came ashore. Will remain at Shoal
Harbor on Thursday (July 27) to await last of planes due from PEl in the morning
(Thursday July 27). Expected to take off on Friday (July 28) en route to Valentia
Ireland. Refuelling began soon after arrival. Imperial Oil supervising. The late
plane from PEl arrived Clarenville at 1220 p.m. today. Refuelling of Armada
started 130 p.m. today (Thursday July 27).
FRIDAY July 28, 1933; St. John's Evening Telegram, pg. 4.

"Heavy Atlantic storm likely to delay Balbo return flight across Atlantic.

Conclusion:

With these articles from the St. John's Evening Telegram, the status of the
Newfoundland portion of the Balbo Armada flight can be studied to determine the correct
date for the Balbo Air Mail issue flrst day cover. The air mail stamp issue itself was released
to the public on Monday, July 24, 1933. It was issued to pay for mail carried by the Italian
Armada back to Italy.
As the exact date for the start of this flight from Shoal Harbor, Newfoundland was in
doubt, the mail was held in St. John's until a definite date could be determined. From the
Evening Telegram for Tuesday July 25 it is known that the Balbo Armada left New York
for Shediac, N.B. with anival in Shoal Harbor, Newfoundland to be on Wednesday July 26.
It was also announced that mail closed July 25 in the afternoon and that the Special Train
canying the Government Officials and newspaper editors was leaving St. John's station at
11 p.m. "tonight" (i.e., Tuesday July 25).
The next day (Wednesday July 26) the Evening Telegram states "A Government
Special Train left St. John's 1120 p.m. last night Tuesday July 25 for Shoal Harbor .. . and
that this special (train) aiTived at Shoal Harbor at 955 a.m. this morning (Wednesday July
26)." Furthermore, "The Special mail forwarded to Italy by the Armada was despatched to
Shoal Harbor by the Special (Government) train last night (Tuesday July 25)."
The mail being carried to Shoal Harbor via the Government Special Train was put
aboard the train on July 25 for departure at 11 :20 p.m. From Figure 1, it can be shown that
the train's mail car clerk cancelled mail going west out of St. John's on July 25. From
Figure 2 it can be seen that the cancelling device used was the main St. John's post office
canceller. However, since the mail was put on the train prior to 11 :20 p.m. July 25, the bag
of mail being sent to the Armada had to be precancelled at the main post office prior to July
26, 1933. Therefore the correct Balbo Airmail first day cover is July 25, 1933 not July 26
as is reported in the literature.
As with many planned events, changes occurred. The Balbo flight was further delayed
until August 8. However, events after July 26 are not germane to this particular study.
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Figure I: Balbo Cover Cancelled July 25, 1933. Front

Back
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From these first hand accoWlts, as recorded and reported by newspaper reporters, from
The Evening Telegram of the day, it is shown that the a conflict of information contained in
previous reference books can be resolved.
In Boggs (1] the anival date at Shoal Harbor, NewfoWldland is stated as July 28, 1933.
Boggs states 7984 correctly printed stamps and 8 inverted and 8 imperforate stamps were
issued. This gives a total of8000 stamps. How any imperforate stamps were made is beyond
ones comprehension as the stamp being overprinted was already in use and was perforated.

From Dalwick and Harmer [2] the quantities given are "8040 (2010 blocks) stamps
with 40 stamps being defective and were destroyed so that 8000 copies were actually
issued." They also report that General Balbo refused to fly any mail at less than $3.75 per
letter. This is contrary to the newspaper report of$3.60 attributed to Capt. Winsor, Minister
of Posts. They further state that after the return of the armada back to Shoal Harbour on
July 28, bad weather precluded the departure Wltil August 8. This statement is correct since
several attempts were made to leave after July 26. Also stated is that the special mail from
NewfoWldland was made up, postmarked and each cover numbered on face at St. John's on
July 26, while the Shoal Harbour cancellation was added the following day (July 27). The
featured cover shows this to be somewhat incorrect.

In Lowe [3] the information as to flight arrival is identical ·to Boggs. However the
quantity printed is given as 8040 stamps of which 40 were defective and destroyed. Lowe
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reports.that 8 stamps were inverted and 8 stamps of the 10¢ 1933 Labrador issue were
surcharged. Whether these separately recorded 16 stamps were part of the 40 destroyed is
not clearly stated.
1be question as to whether July 25 is a true First Day of Issue can be answered in that
no .July 24 dated cover has surfaced to date. The Post Office didn't cancel the large face
value stamp prior to knowing when the Balbo flight would arrive in Newfoundland, and only
did so upon learning the arrival date. The Post Office despatched Ute special mail for the
flight via a special train to Clarenville. It is known that the cancellation device is as shown
in Figure 1, i.e., the rail TPO cancel, while Figure 2 shows the main post office cancel
device which had to be applied before the train left at 11 :20 p.m., July 25, 1933.
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N.W.T. POSTAL HISTORY
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OFFICIAL STAMPS
OFFICIALLY SEALED STAMPS
O.H .M.S . PERFINS
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PATRIOTIC COVERS & POSTCARDS
PENCE ISSUES
PERFINS (PRIVATE)
PLATE BLOCKS
POSTAGE DUE ISSUES
POSTAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
POSTAL STATIONERY
PRECANCELS
P.E.I. POSTAL HISTORY
PROOFS
QUEBEC POSTAL HISTORY
QUEBEC TERCENTENARY
RAILROAD POST OFFICES
RATE COVERS
REGISTERED COVERS
REGISTRATION STAMPS
REVENUES
ROYAL TRAINS COVERS
SASKATCHEWAN POSTAL HISTORY
SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRMAILS
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SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS
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The Montreal Type 2 "Straight Jack"
Flag Machine Cancel
Larry R. Paige
Several different machine cancels were used in Montreal during March and April of
18% [ 1,2). The first obliterator in the design of an ensign flag was tested at Montreal on
March 21 , 1896 between the hours of 17-0 (5 p.m.) and midnight. Only five covers and
three cut-squares with this cancel have been reported to this day, more than l 00 years later.
Shown in Figure 1 is this first Canadian flag cancel, used on March 21, 1896.
Figure 1: The Fint Montreal Machine Flag Design Obliterator
(Ensign Flag), March 21, 1896.

On March 23, 18%, after possibly only a couple of hours of use, the ensign flag cancel
without indicia was replaced with the wavy-line cancel M-2 (Figure 2). The ensign flag die
was transferred to Ottawa (in this article, the designations of the cancel types are those used
by Sessions [ l ]).
Machine cancel M-2 was then in service for less than three weeks before being
replaced On April 9, 1896, a couple ofdays before being withdrawn from service, damage
occurred within the dater dial. The left leg of the "R" of"APR" (A(lril) and part of the foot
of the "L" of"MONTREAL" were broken off (Figure 3). This mmor dater hub variety is
referred to as the "short foot L".
The M-2 cancel was used through April I Oth. On April 11, a new flag die showing the
"Union Jack", and often referred to as the "Straight Jack" flag cancel was introduced. This
BNA TOPICS I JAN-FEB-MAR 1997 I NO 1
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Figure 2: Fint day of Use of the Montreal Wavy-line M-2 Cancel- Man:h 23, 1896.

CENTRAL VERMONT R. R.
186 Bt. J11111e1 Street,
MONTREAL

Figure 3: The M-2 Cancel with the "Short Foot L" in "MONTREAL", April 9, 1896.

cancel is designated by flag cancel collectors as Type 2. The damaged dater hub previously
used with the M-2 cancel was now paired with the new flag obliterator. This was the first
Canadian flag cancel to see regular service, but it was used only for twelve days.
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The Type 2 flag cancel was produced for a cancelling machine leased from the
"Imperial Mail Marking Co.", designed by Martin van Buren Ethridge, and manufactured
by Pratt and Whitney of Hartford, Connecticut. The machine was in service at the Montreal
Post Office for a trial period from about the middle of March, 1896 until the end of April.
The use of the Type 2 flag cancel was an experimental use, part of a test to fmd an
acceptable cancellation.
Figw-e 4 shows the cancel applied to a piece of commercial mail on April 11, 1896, the
earliest known date. Only five covers and two cut-squares with the "Straight Jack" cancel
have been recorded for this date. Figure 5 shows the earliest reported use, also April 11,
1896, of the same dater (without the flag obliterator), as a receiving mark. This would be
the earliest reported use for any fl agless dater receiving mark, as this use is not recorded
with the Type 1 ensign used on March 21 and 23, 1896, nor from the period through April
10 when the M-2 cancel was in use.
Figure 4: First Day of Use of the Montreal "Straight Jack" Type 2
Cancel - Aprllll, 1896.

Renn1.e ,

~q• •

The Type 2 cancel is very scarce. Very fine, full impressions are almost never seen.
A well known collector from California suggested many years ago [3] that only about
twenty-five examples had been recorded, while today between ftfty and sixty are known (4).
A one frame exhibit at BNAPEX'96 in Fort Worth presented a twenty-ftve year
accwnulation. It included the only known complete set showing aJI twelve days of use. The
"Straight Jack" display included covers sent to addresses within Canada, and to
Newfoundland, the United States, Germany and Austria. Figure 6 shows use on Sunday
Aprill2, 1896. Even at the larger post offices, there was generally not much activity on a
Sunday. It was quite unusual for an experimental cancelling machine to be used at 7 p.m.
on a Sunday. Figw-e 7 is probably the ftrst reported use of this scarce flag to cancel a cover
paid at the 5¢ U.P.U. rate to a foreign destination (Germany). The time of 11-0 (11 a.m.)
Is most unusual, as most examples are with times after 13-0 ( 1 p.m.). Figure 8 shows the
cancel on a post card paying the 2¢ U.P.U. post card rate to Austria. Figure 9 shows
another scarce Sunday use (April l9, 1896).
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Figure 5: Earliest Reported Use of the Machine Dater as a Receiving Mark April11, 1896•
.,--- ···
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~

Figure 6: Scarce Sunday (April12, 1896) usage of the "Straight Jack" Cancel.
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Figure 8: The "Straight Jack" Cancel on a Post Card to Austria (2¢ U.P.U. rate).
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After Jess than two weeks (12 days) of use, the Type 2 "Straight Jack", was withdrawn
from service about mid-day on April 22, 1896. The thin lines did not provide a very dark
cancel, and major breaks appeared in the thin lines of the flag design. Either of these
problems may have initiated the change. The cancel was replaced a few hours later on April
22, 1896 with machine cancel M-2 (used with the same dater). It is ironic that on April 11,
1896, the Type 2 flag cancel replaced the machine cancel M-2, but Jess than two weeks later
the Type 2 flag cancel was replaced with the same M-2 machine cancel. Figures 10 and II
show use of the Type 2 flag cancel and machine cancel M-2, respectively, on April 22,
1896.
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Figure 9: Another Scarce Sunday usage (April19, 1896) of the
"Straight Jack" Cancel

Figure 10: Last Day of Use (April 22, 1896) of the Montreal Type 2 Flag Cancel
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Figure 11: Cover Showing the Resumption of use of the M-2 Cancel
on April 22, 1896.
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WANTED
*Canadian Covers Pre-1980
* Stationery

Have Same For Sale
We can sell your Canadian or foreign stamp collections or accumulations for the
nominal fee of l 0%

R.F. NARBONNE
Telephone: 1-613-257-5453

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY
216 Mailey Drive,
Carleton Place, Ontario
K7C 3X9
- Since 1962 -
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First Day Covers of the Classic Issues of Canada
Part 16 - Postal Stationery - Postal Card
Issues of 1935-1938
Melvin L. Baron
Collecting the First Day Covers of the postal card issues of Canada for the 1930-1940
period presents an even greater challenge to the researcher in this field than does the
collecting of the stamped envelope issues. Those postal cards which are known with
cancellations on the First Day ofIssue were prepared for the major varieties by T.R. Legault,
Accountant in Change, Postage Stamp Division of the Canadian Post Office Department.
These Legault covers in fact, identifY the First Day of Issue dates for the postal cards. There
is however one surprising difference between the Legault First Day Covers for the postal
cards and for the stamped envelopes of this period. While Legault made First Day Covers
for all of the major stamped envelope issues of the 1930-1940 period, he apparently did not
make First Day Covers for the postal card issues of 1930-1932. The first series of Legault
First Day Covers for the postal card issues starts with the George V issues of 1935. In many
years of searching, the author has found no trace of Legault First Day Covers for the earlier
issues nor, apparently, were First Day Covers prepared for several additional cards issued
in the period 1935-1938. Why such covers were not made is indeed a puzzling question
since Legault was generally quite diligent in making First Day Covers for all major postal
and postal stationery issues of this period. The author will certainly welcome any additional
information on such covers. As of this time, they do not appear to exist.
A brief word is in order regarding the postal card issues of Canada in the 1935-1938
period. Three main groups of Postal Cards were issued by the Canadian Post Office
Department: (I) Business Cards - B Series; (2) Regular Postal Cards - P series; and (3)
Reply and Combination Regular/Reply Cards - R series. The various B, P and R
designations are those used by Holmes [ 1] to indicate the various lirles of prirlting (or lack
of the same) that appear on the face of the cards. Webb's Catalogue [2] uses a numerical
designation for each headirlg type.
The Business Cards were issued for business f1rms to use part of the face of the card
for advertising. Six major varieties of these cards were printed, however, the only type used
on cards of this period was:
Webb's Type 1 (Holmes Type B)
The face of the card is blank except for the stamp impression.
The Regular Postal Cards were produced by the Canadian Post Office Department for
sale over the counters of the Post Offices. The mairl types used during this period were:
Webb's Type 5 (Holmes Type P-1)
The front of the card has the printirlg "CANADA POST CARD"to the left of the
stamp impression.
Webb's Type 7 (Holmes Type P-3)
The front of the card has two lirles of printing "CANADA/POST CARD CARTE POSTALE"
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Figure 1: Rare Fh'!lt Day Cover of Webb's P56 (Holmes 1465)
One-Half Cent VIolet Business Reply Card issue of 1935 - Type 5.

Figure 3: Rare First Day Cover of Webb's P60c (Holmes 1469b)
Two Cents Brown Regular Card l.ssue of 1935- Type 7.
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The Reply Cards were in fact a different type of business card by which a farm could
address a single reply card for its customers to send in an order, etc. There are also
Combination Cards which are combined a Regular Card attached to a Reply Card. The
types used in the period under discussion were:
Webb's Type 9 (Holmes Type R-1)
Front of card has printing "CANADA/BUSINESS REPLY CARD"
Webb's Type 10 (Holmes Type R-2)
Front of card is similar to Type R-1 with an additional line of printing which reads
"CARTE REPONSE D'AFFAIRES"

Webb's Type 12 (Holmes TypeR-4)
Front ofcard has printing "CANADA POST CARD/ (REPLY)" to the left of the
stamp impression.
Webb's Type 14 (Holmes Type R-6)
Front of card has two lines of printing "CANADA.IREPLY POST CARD.
CARTE POSTALE REPONSE."

A listing of the FIRST DAY COVERS for the postal card issues of 1935 through 1938
is presented below. The numbers used to identiry the cards correspond to these from the
Webb's Catalogue [I] and the Holmes' "Speciahzed Philatelic Catalogue of Canada and
British North America," 11th edition [2]. Legault First Day Covers for twenty six different
varieties of postal cards are noted for this period. In all cases, the official First Day City is
Ottawa, Ontario.
POSTAL STATIONERY - POSTAL CARD FIRST DAY COVERS
I. King George V Postal Card Issue of 1935- Front Face
The designs for the stamped impressions of this issue show a full portrait of King George V
facing slightly left in an oval frame with "CANADA" above the design and the
denomination numerals and "CENTS" below. Eleven types of Postal Cards were produced
for this issue - First Day Covers are known for nine of them.

(1) Webb's P56 (Holmes 1465) - One Half Cent Violet Business Reply Card
- Heading Type 9.
First Day - June 13, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure I.
(2) Webb's P57 (Holmes 1466) - One Cent Green Business Card- Heading Type 1.
First Day - June 13, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(3) Webb's P57a (Holmes 1466a) - One Cent Green Regular Card- Heading Type 5.
First Day - May 21, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(4) Webb's P57c (Holmes 1466b)- One Cent Green Regular Card- Heading Type 7.
First Day - May 9, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
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(5) Webb's P58 (Holmes 1467) - One Cent Green Plus One Half Cent Violet Postal
and Reply Card -Heading Types 5 and 9.
First Day - October I, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 2.
(6) Webb' s P59 (Holmes 1468)- One Cent Green Plus One Cent Green Postal and
Reply Card- Heading Types 5 and 12.
First Day- July 13, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(7) Webb's P60 (Holmes 1469) - Two Cents Brown Business Card - Heading Type I.
First Day- September 3, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(8) Webb's P60b (Holmes 1469a)- Two Cents Brown Regular Card- Heading Type 5.
First Day - June 4, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(9) Webb's P60c (Holmes 1469b)- Two Cents Brown Regular Card- Heading Type 7.
First Day- August 29, 1935 -Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 3.
II. King George V Postal Card Issue of 1935-1936 - Profile
The designs for the stamped impressions of this issue show a profile of King George V
facing left in an oval frame with "CANADA'' above the design and the denomination
numerals and "CENTS" below. Fifteen Types of Postal Cards were produced for this issue.
First Day Covers are known for nine of them.
(10) Webb's P6 1 (Holmes 1470)- One Half Cent Violet Business Reply Card
- Heading Type 9.
First Day - October 7, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 4.
(11)

Webb's P61c. (Holmes 1470b)- One Half Cent Violet Business Reply Card
-Heading Type 10.
First Day - October I, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.

(12) Webb' s P62d (Holmes 1471a)- One Cent Green Regular Card- Heading Type 5.
First Day- August 26, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
( 13) Webb •s P62g (Holmes 1471 c) - One Cent Green Regular Card - Heading Type 7.
First Day- August 20, 1935 -Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(14) Webb's P63a (Holmes 1472a)- One Cent Green Plus One Half Cent Violet Postal
and Reply Card -Heading Types 7 and I 0.
First Day- October 9, 1935- Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Rare First Day Cover of Webb's P63a (Holmes 1472a)- Ooe Cent Green
Plus One Half Cent Violet Postal aod Reply Card Issue of 1935 -Types 7 and 10;

Figure 6: Rare First Day Cover of Webb's P65b (Holmes 1474a)
Two Cents Brown Regular Card Issue of 1935- Type 5.
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(15) Webb's P64a (Holmes 1473a) - One Cent Green Plus One Cent Green Postal and
Reply Card - Heading Types 7 and 14.
First Day - June 2, 1936 - Ottawa, Ontario.
·
a) Legault Cover.
(16) Webb's P65 (Holmes 1474) - Two Cents Brown Business Card- Heading Type 1.
First Day- September 3, 1935 -Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(17) Webb's P65b (Holmes 1474a)- Two Cents Brown Regular Card- Heading Type 5.
First Day - October 26, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 6.
(18)

Webb'sP65c <Holmes 1474b)- Two Cents Brown Regular Card- Heading Type 7.
First Day - November 5, 1935 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.

III. King George VI Postal Card Issue of 1938 -Profile
The designs for the stamped impression of this issue show a profile of King George VI
facing left in an oval frame with "CANADA" above the design and the denomination
numerals and "CENTS'" below. First Day Covers are known for eight types of these cards.
(19) Webb's P66 (Holmes 1475) - One Cent Green Business Card- Heading Type 1.
First Day - April 28, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(20) Webb's P66d (Holmes 1475b) - One Cent Green Regular Card - Heading Type 5
First Day - May 28, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 7.
Cover of Webb's P66d (Holmes 1475b)
5.

KetruUlr Card Issue of 1938 -

(21) Webb's P66e (Holmes 1475c)- One Cent Green Regular Card- Heading Type 5,
Mimeo stock.
First Day - April25, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
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(22) Webb's P67a (Holmes 1476b) - One Cent Green Plus One Cent Green Postal and
Reply Card - Heading Types 5 and 12 (black).
First Day -May 26, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(23) Webb's P67c (Holmes 1476d)- One Cent Green Plus One Cent Green Postal and
Reply Card - Heading Types 7 and 14 (black).
First Dav - November 1, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(24) Webb 's P68 (Holmes 1477) - Two Cent Brown Business Card, offsetHeading Type I.
First Day - June 16, 1938- Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover, Figure 8.
Figure 8: Rare First Day Cover of Webb's P68 (Holmes 1477)
1.
Two Cents Brown Business Card Issue of 1938-

(25) Webb's P68b (Holmes 1477a)- Two Cent Brown Regular Card- Heading Type 5.
First Day - May 14, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.
(26)

Webb's P68c~olmes

l477b)- Two Cents Brown Regular Card- Heading Type 7.
Ftrst Day - une 2, 1938 - Ottawa, Ontario.
a) Legault Cover.

Many of these First Day Covers are backstamped with the postmarks of the Financial
Branch, Postage Stamp Divtsion, Ottawa where T.R. Legault was the Assistant in Charge.
The First Day Covers of the postal cards that have been listed in this paper are quite rare.
No cacheted covers are known. The author wiU be grateful for any additional information
on postal card First Day Covers of the 1930-1940 period.
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The Wilding 5¢ Partial Imperforate and
Misperforated Errors•
Joseph Monteiro
There appears to be a considerable de~ree of confusion about the Wilding 5¢ partial
imperforate stamp errors. While there is httle doubt about their existence, the causes of
these errors appears to be improperly understood and the types of errors are not well
documented. This article therefore hopes to shed some light on this matter. It is
simultaneously hoped that it will eke out some reaction from readers of BNA Topics, so that
members can share any information or offer any opinions they may have on this matter.
The format of this article is as follows: (a) a brief description of the stamp, (b) a
description of the errors and (c) the story of the discoveries and background information.
Wilding portrait 5~ (Scott No. 34llv-v/Dam ell No. 392a) April I, 1954.
The 5¢ Wilding Portrait stamp is the fifth value in the Wilding series dedicated to reflect the
respect and deep devotion of the Canadian people to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
(a) A description of the stamp
The stamps portraying Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, were engraved from a
photograph supplied by Dorothy Wilding Portraits, Limited, of London. The 5¢ stamp
portrays her image in a blue colour, and was issued on April I, 1954. The design was the
work of Canadian Bank Note Co., Limited. The size of the stamp impression is
approximately 21 mm x 25mm, and the stamp perforations are 12 x 12. Dextrine gum was
used as the adhesive. The quantity of stamps ordered by the Post Office Department,
Canada was 234 million. Canadian Bank Note Co. printed the stamps by the steel engraving
process in sheets of 400, i.e., four panes of 100 stamps. The stamps appear with plate
numbers 1-13 and 15-19.

The design shows the portrait of Her Majesty in an oval frame. At the lop two comers,
outside the frame, the symbol EiiR is shown. Beneath the frame, the value 5¢ appears on
either side of the frame. Below this, centred at the bottom, is the word "CANADA". On
the left side of"CANADA" is the word "Postea" and on the right side of"CANADA" is the
word "Postage", both in small print.
(b) A description of the erron
Two categories of 5¢ Wilding perforating errors have so far appeared. These may be
described as: (i) partially imperforate errors and (ii) misperforated errors.

Partially imperforate errors:
There are two types of partially imperforate errors: (1) a vertical partially imperforate
error with all the vertical columns of perforation missing from the sheet except the left-most
column in the pane (Figure 1), and (2) a vertical partially imperforate error with the column
of perforations missing on the left sheet margin (Figures 2-4). It is this second type of

1. Most of the material for this article is from my book "Perforating Errors of Canadian Postage
Stamps ( 1953-1996)," 1996.
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partial imperforate eJTOr that has created a problem. Most philatelists asswne that there was
only one source. In fact there were three distinct sources: (a) a misperforated pane; (b) an
adjoining pane with gutters; and (c) a normally perforated pane. This means that the causes
of the errors are quite different. In addition, the estimate of the nwnber each type of error
believed to exist is also quite different.
Figure 2:5¢ Wilding Vertical Left Column
Imperforate, Plate 11

Figure 1: 5¢ Wilding Vertically
Imperforate
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Figure 3
5¢ Wilding Vertically Imperforate
from Paper Fold (BIIeski)
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Figure4
5¢ Wilding Vertically Imperforate
(Saskatoon Stamps)
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Misperforated errors:
There are at least three types of misperforated stamps: (a) horizontal misperfs;
(b) vertical misperfs; and (c) "dramatic" vertical misperfs. Another misperfis also known
that created an extra wide stamp. This misperf, unlike the others which were caused by the
line perforator, was the result of a paper crease. Other variations resulting from paper folds
have also appeared, however these will not be examined here.
(c) The stories and background of the errors

Partially imperforate errors
The first type of partially vertical imperforate 5¢ error came from a pane of I00 stamps.
Only one block of 12 partial imperforates was sold as a unit. The other remaining 88
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stamps from the sheet were sold in singles or pairs.
Quebec discovery:
The first type of partially imperforate error (Figure 1)was discovered in Quebec in the
mid-1950s. It was reported that a Quebec stamp collector went to a sub-post office to buy
a few plate blocks. He received quite a surprise when the Postmaster told him that he had
some defective stamps and that the perforations were missing which created difficulty in
separating the stamps [2]
Details of the story indicate that the collector asked the Postmaster if he had any left,
trying to keep calm. To his surprise, the Postmaster handed him a block of twelve partially
vettical imperforate Wilding 5¢ stamps. This block was the remnants of the pane that was
found by the postal clerk. The other stamps in the pane were sold in one's, two's and
three's to people using them for mailing letters. The postal clerk could not recall having
sold any large blocks.
A ruler was used to tear the stamps along the imperforate column to make vertical
strips by the postal clerk, so that the stamps could easily be separated b¥ the horizontal
perforations. The block of twelve stamps came from the left part of the pane . lt is assumed
that this block came fi'Oill the upper pane of a sheet with a plate number 8, as this block was
found with other plate blocks bearing that number. The fmdcr of this block of twelve,
retained a block of four, gave a pair to a fiiend and sold the remaining block of six to Mr.
Guy Des Rivieres. Subsequently, in the early 1980s, all the known blocks were broken up
into pairs and sold.

The other partially imperforate errors:
ll is not known where the second type of partially imperforate error was found, i.e., with
U1e left column of perforation missing. Three sources have reported on the three types of
this error.
First, the imperforate resulting from a misperforation was reported in 1992 in an
Montreal Stamp and Coin auction catalogue [3]. A block of four was offered for sale and
the lot was described as:
" 770 pi bl CANADA. #341 v Le 5¢ Elizabeth II 'Wilding', bloc de pl. BC inf.
gauche, imperf a gauche. Dix exemple sont supposes exister, tous sans gomme.
Done ce bloc avec gomme est peut-etre unique. A examiner. Mise
suggeree... .. $1 000".
What is interesting about this left side vertical imperforate is that it has a plate
number, II (Figure 2). Further, the line of perforations show a slight angle. They go from
or near the top of the frame on the second-last stamp in ilie lower-left comer in the left
column to the nght of the stamp in the second column where the perforations cross. In other
words, between the two stamps in the first and second columns in the lower-left comer, it
slopes from the top of ilie stamp in the first column to the left of the stamp at the bottom in
the second column. It does not cut the design. The part misperf resulted from the sheet
being fed into the perforator at an angle. This type of vertically imperforate error, on the
left margin, occurred on one sheet (i.e., 4 panes or 400 stamps). Only six copies are known
to exist from a total of twenty.
I.

That is, the stamps in position numbers 41,42, 51, 52, 61, 62, 71, 72, 81, 82,91 and 92.
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Second, the imperforate resulting from an incorrect perforation in the gutter (Figure 3),
was reported by K. Bileski in his book Canadian Postage Stamps 1953-1974 [4].
"The 4¢ and 5¢ 1954 regular issue have been found in gutter pairs (examples
shown are simulated but I've seen genuine pairs). They are also due to folds in
paper which lead to improper cutting. They are of extreme rarity and valuation
given would be nominal."
Third, the imperforate resulting from a normal pane (Figure 4) was reported by John
Jamieson in his "Jmpe1forates and Part Imperforates of Canada -- 1859-1989" who
noted [5) that:
"Six unused singles, without gum have so far been reported and it appears that
these are from both the lower and upper left panes. It was also reported that the
existence of a plate number single was not known".
The author [5) suggested that six unused singles without gum exist, and that these are
from both the lower and upper left panes. It is worthwhile noting that the partial
imperforates from the first source are quite different from the partial imperforates from the
third source. If one examines the illustration of the stamp from the third source (Figure 4),
the perforation column on the right is parallel to the edge of the stamp impression, not at an
angle, and the stamp is from the bottom of a pane.
The above description indicates the existence of 6 pairs of vertically imperforate errors
ofthe first type are in philatelic hands. The whereabouts of the remaining 88 stamps sold
are not known, nor is it known whether the three other panes of l 00 were sold or retrieved
by the Post Office, or used without being noticed. Regarding the stamp vertically partially
imperforate on the left side, some sources report the existence on only six stamps without
gum, and other sources indicate the existence often without gum. A block offour, with
gum, was recently auctioned in 1992, leading one to conclude that while more than ten are
known to exist, as many as 40 could have been produced.
What caused these various partially imperforate errors?
I) The vertical partially imperforate stamps sold to Mr. Guy Des Rivieres
This eJTor and all tl1e others referred to below were perforated by a line perforator•.
While this explains why the perforations are missin~ through the colwnns only (unlike
T-comb or H-comb perforations), it does not provide any explanation as to the cause
of the error. One can only speculate how this error arose. One possible explanation
is that many sheets were perforated simultaneously and the perforating wheel did not
make contact with the bottom sheet everywhere. This might explain why there were
pe1forations on the left side of the pane. But the block that was found apparently does
not have any blind perforations. Perhaps there were some on the 88 stamps which were
destroyed, and the block that was found just did not show traces of blind perforations.
1.
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A line perforator, perforates all the horizontal perforations and then the vertical perforations. As
a result, perforations rarely form a perfect match at the intersecting holes in the comer of the
stamp, and if a partial imperforate error exists it is along entire rows or columns. H-comb
perforators, perforate part of the horizontal and vertical perforations simultaneously,
consequently, imperforate stamps tllat have been perforated by a comb perforator will be partially
imperforate along the rows and columns or selvage.
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A second possible explanation is that the machines were stopped for cleaning after the
horizontal perforations were made. This partially imperforate sheet then must have
somehow got mixed in with the completely perforated sheets. But this explanation does not
explain why there were vertical perforations on the left of the only known block. A third
possible explanation is that only part of the sheet was fed through the perforator.
2) The vertical prutially imperforate en·or on the left that appeared in the Montreal Stamp
and Coin auction [3]
This error was caused because the sheet was misfed through the perforator. In other
words, the sheet was fed in at an angle. This can be seen from the illustration. But
could a slight angle cause a few stamps to miss the vertical perforation entirely on the
left. Yes! The stamps were printed in two rows of two panes. A slight slope in the
sheet causing the perforation to be off by lmm per row could bring about a shift of
21 mm by the time the perforator reached the 21st row. In other words, sufficient for
the perforating wheel on the left-most side of the pane to make its perforation in the
second column at the bottom of the second pane. This is explained at greater length
later on with an illustration.
3) The stamp vertical partially imperforate on the left as referred to in Canadian Postage
Stamps 1953-1974 [4).
lbe explanation for this error was given by K. Bileski as a result of folds in the paper
which lead to improper cutting.
4) The vertical partially imperforate on the left referred to in "Imperforates and Part
ImperforatesofCanada -- 1859-1989" [5].
This pmtially imperforate error was probably caused because the perforating wheel on
the left side of the shaft holding the perforating wheels either shifted or was misplaced
during the perforating process. This can happen when the screws holding the wheels either
loosen and shift or because the initial perforating wheel is not set properly. Perforating
wheels on the shaft holding the perforating wheels were constantly shifted when different
stamps were perforated, because stamps were not always of the same size. This often led
to errors in the past.
Misperforated errors
Misperforated errors are not treated as being in the same category as partially
imperforate or fully imperforate errors. Yet these errors, like the former, are generally
caused because of some malfunction of the perforator (misperforated errors which are
visibly caused by paper folds or paper creases are excluded). These misperforated errors
are not listed in any catalogue, nor do they command the prices of errors in the above two
categories. They are generally treated as types of freaks that are difficult to document. I
shall therefore turn to those types of errors that are well known. The 5¢ Wilding portrait
stamps can be found both horizontally and vertically misperforated.
Horizontal misperfs:
The horizontal misperfs (Figure 5) listed in the Saskatoon Stamp Centre catalogue [6] were
described as:
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"151 341 var2 • PS 5¢ Wilding PERFORATION SHIFT. Horizontal perfs are
shH'ted 7mm cutting across Queen's Crown. MNH. (photo).... C$ 39.50
(=US$ 29.63)"
Additional insights can be gained from the illustration of the 5¢ Wilding horizontal
misperf. The perforation shows a horizontal shift downward, of about 3mm to 7mm. The
hor1zontal perforation indicate a minor slope downward, beginning from left to right . As
a result of the slope, the perforation pass through the crown and touch the top hair line of
the portrait in the right column.
Vertical misperfs:
The vertical misperfs are interesting since two types were fow1d. The first type was
listed in a auction catalogue by Ian Kimmerly Stamp Auctions [7] and in a catalogue by
Saskatoon Stamp Centre [8] and the descriptions are as follows:
"0922 • • #34 1 1954 Five cent Wilding, misperfblock of four.

Est: $25.[7]"

"341 varl • PS 5¢ Wilding PERFORATION SHIFT. Ve1tical perfs are shilled
3mm to right. MNH........C$ 29.95 =US$ 23 .36."[8]
Figure 5: 5¢ Wilding Horizontal
Mlsperf (Saskatoon Stanp Centre)
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Figure 7: 5¢ Wilding Vertical Misperf
(Saskatoon Stanp Centre)

Figure 6: 5¢ Wilding Vertical Misperf
(Kimmerly Stamp Auctions)
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Additional characteristics of the first true type of vertical misperf are revealed from the
illustration (Figure 6). The misperf is vertical. The vertical columns of perforation are
shifted to the right, approximately 3mm to 6mm. The vertical perforations indicate a very
minor slope from right to left. As a result, the misperfs from the top of the pane appear
more dramatic. The misperfs cause the stamps in the right-most column to have the value
on the left side missing (perhaps only for stamps in the upper part of the column due to the
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angle). In addition, stamps in this column contain part of the blank selvage as part of the
stamp desi~. The other misperfs show the value twice on the right side, compared to the
normal wh1ch has the value on the left and on the right.
A different error was described in a catalogue from the Saskatoon Stamp Centre [9]
" 157-235 341 var2 • PS 5¢ Blue Wilding PERFORATION SHIFT resulting in
an extra WIDE STAMP. Vertical perfs shifted 4mm TO LEFT. Vertical PREPERFORATION Crease thru Queen's face was the cause.
MNJ-1............................ 40.00 US$ 49.50....PH."
The illustration of the extra-wide stamp (Figure 7) reveals that this misperforation is
not the normal type of misperf This stamp is larger in size than the normal size stamp. The
stamp is misperforated vertically. The vertical perforations are shifted to the left, about
4mm. The vertical column of perforation does not vary in angle from the vertical. Besides
the normal stamp design, the stamp contains part of the design from the stamp on the left.
The second vertical misperf is the more interesting type (Figure 8). It enables one to
bring out more fully the characteristics of a line perforator when stamps are perforated at a
angle. A major block of this misperf appeared for sale in a catalogue by Ian Kimmerly
Stamp Auctions [10] and was described as:
" 117 5 •• #341 Five cent Wilding, plate 11 lower right plate stamp of 20 with
slanted vertical perforations and left perforation misplaced (60% into the design)
on the left two stamps. This is very similar to the 15¢ Gannet variety and was
probably from the same sheet of341 v since that rarity is only known from plate I I
lower left. An unusual variety and useful positional piece for Exhibition. Est:
$200."
re 8:
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Wilding Vertical Mispe rf
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The illustration is very revealing. The misperf is vertical. The vertical shift is 5 nun
to 13 mm due to the slope in the petforation which is readily apparent. The vertical rnisperf
only appears in the left column of the right bottom pane and in the upper top panes. On the
bottom stnmp in the !ell-most colwnn, the gutter perforation on the left is shifted to the right,
as a result the left column of gutter perforations pass through the ' D' of 'CANADA' and
through the portrait slightly right of centre. This is not constant throughout the coltuDD
because of the slope in the perforation.
T able 1: Reported Mlsperforations ofQE 0 - 5¢ Wilding Portrait Stamps, aU printed
by CBN, steel engr aved, perf. 12, sheet format, dull paper, dextrine gum

Type of Misperforation

Plate No.

reference

horizontal misperf 3 nun to 7 mm down

blank corner

[6, 11]

vertical misperf 3 to 6 nun to the right

blank corner

[7]

II

[ 10]

vertical misperf S rom to 13 mm to the right

Since, the 5¢ Wilding portrait stamps were perforated by a line perforator, a particular
pattern of misperforation were generated. In this series, two types of patterns are
discernible: 1) misperfs displaying a perforation shift and a slope; and, 2) misperfs
displaying a perforation slope.
This misperf is interesting in that it brings out some of the characteristics of
perforations as applied by a line perforator when the sheet of stamps is fed at an angle (as
discussed above). Suppose a sheet of stamps bas four panes, two m the fU"St row and two
in the second row. Further, each pair of panes is separated by a horizontal or a vertical
gutter. The perforating tooth wheels on the perforating shaft are set equidistantly, so as to
perforate the stamps at the sides of the design. However, the distance between the vertical
selvage separating the two panes in the rows need not be equidistant, but depends on the
size of the selvage. In other words, the gutters between the panes are not necessarily equal
to the size of the stamp design.
Now suppose the above sheet is sent through the line perforator vertically at an angle.
What will happen even if the sheet was correctly positioned initially? 'This will depend on
the angle. Depending on the angle, misperfs will be created. The misperfs will become
progressively more pronounced as one gets to the bottom of the first row of panes. What
will happen to the second row of panes? This again largely depends on the angle; in
addition the perforating tooth wheel of the gutter will have to be considered. The gutter
petforations could appear on the second pane. In the case of the 5¢ Wilding rnisperf in this
example, the misperf is more pronounced for stamps at the top of the bottom panes with the
exception of the bottom stamps in the left-most column in the pane. This is a result of the
gutter. The stamps in last two rows in the bottom panes appear to be perforated correctly,
except for the first two stamps in the second pane, and for the first stamp in the fU"St pane
which has the perforation on the left missing. Perhaps, an illustration is worth a thousand
words, as shown hereafter.
The gutters in the form of a cross are shown as dark lines. The diagonal lines show
what happens when the sheet is fed in at an angle. It is worthwhile noting how the gutter
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perforations appear in the second pane, together with the missing perforations on the bottom
two stamps at the left of the second row of panes.
Figure 9: Effects of Applying Perforating Tooth Wheels at a slight
Angle from the Vertical
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The lower left block from the lower right pane is also shown in Figure 8. But can one

be sure that what is predicted about the lower left pane actually happened? Indeed this is
what exactly happened! Until recently, no one knew what bad happened to the lower left
partially imperforate comer block from this pane until it turned up m a sale at an auction in
Montreal (Figure 2). The angle of the perforations from the right and left lower panes from
the bottom were measured, and the measurement conflfDlS that these have the same slope
and are from the same sheet. What happened to the panes from the top of the sheet? It is
not known, even though misperfs with the same angle have been made available for sale.
It is possible that these misperfs could be from the same bottom two panes.
How many misperfs exist depends on the reason for the misperf. A minimum of two
panes or multiples thereof are likely to have been perforated. In the case of misperfs caused
because of print shifts, a minimum ofone sheet of misperfs is likely to exist. This is because
of the format in which the stamps are printed. It is worthwhile noting that the number of
panes per sheet can vary from the normal of four panes to a sheet, for most Canadian
stamps, to eight panes per sheet.
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lu~fo~.• RPO Cowcatcher
James Lehr

PRE 1900 RAILROAD MAIL CANCELLATIONS THROUGH VERMONT

I hope this article will serve two purposes. First, to encourage interest in early
examples of the use of railroad postal cancellations in cross border usage through Vermont.
The only example I have of this is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: A cross border cover through Island Pond, Vermont.
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This letter originated in Portland, Maine on 2/1411857 and travelled west on the
Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad, showing one of the two known cancellations - Atlantic
& St. L./R.R., 2/14. Marked with a straight line U. STATES and a circled 10 for the 10 cent
rate fi·om anywhere in the U.S. (except the west coast) to anywhere in Canada, New
Bnmswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, it was backstamped Island Pond, VT
2/16 (the exchange office), and a 6 was added over the U.STATES for the 6 pence
equivalent for the I0 cents due marking. It is also backstamped Montreal/L.C., again 2116.
T.P.G. Shaw comments in his book that the St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad was
incorporated in 1845 to connect with the Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad as a through
passenger line between Montreal and Portland (a po11 open during the entire year). Through
traffic from Longeuil, L.C. to Portland, ME, a distance of292 miles through Island Pond,
VT commenced 7/1811853. In 1853 the St. Lawrence & Atlantic along with other lines
formed the Grand Trunk Railway, in which it became the Portland division. A cover of the
St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railway dated 10/22/1853 is considered the earliest use of an
R.P.O. in Canada. I would appreciate any information members have on other early cross
border mail going either direction through Vermont.
Second, I am interested in obtaining more information on mail going through Rouses
Point, NY by train to Montreal (and hopefully on by train to Toronto or Quebec). This is
illustrated by the cover shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Montpelier Vermont, through Rouses Point, NY and
Montreal to York Mills, U.C.
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The Jetter was mailed in Montpelier, VT on 8/211853 through Rouses Point, NY on
813, Montreal, L.C. on 8/4, Toronto, U.C. on 8/6 and arriving at York Mills, C.W. on 8/6.
It is marked with the U. STATES arc and 10 cents PAID., the rate for any eastern U.S. Jetter
to eastern Canada. Rouses Point was a railroad centre for E-W and N-S routes. There is
no indication the Jetter went through Montreal and Toronto by railroad. However, Figure 3
shows a full oval strike of Montreal & Champ.(lain) R.R./Rouses Point, an apparent station
marking on a pair of 25 cent United States Internal Revenue stamps on a legal document
piece. This is TS-120, R.F. of 500* (This find reduces the R.F. to 500, unless this is the
original find) and indicates that Rouses Point, NY could well have been a mail station on
this railroad. Again, any information or comments would be greatly appreciated.

Figure 3: A Montreal & Cbamp.(lain) R.R./Rouses
Point Marking on Revenue Stamps

The Steinhart Legacy
The Vanderbilt Line to Canada
Allan L. Steinhart
The cover shown here was mailed at Glasgow, Scotland on November 5, 1860,
addressed to Hamilton, Canada West. The unusual feature of the cover that warrants this
wtite-up is the ship that carried it. It is endorsed" Per "Vanderbilt" via Southampton." At
this time almost 1000/o of the mail from Britain to Canada was carried by the Canadian Allan
Line at the 6d sterling (7~d currency) rate, or by the Cunard Line via the United States
through Boston or New York at the 8d stg. (lOd cy.) rate. In my many years of collecting
and looking at transatlantic covers I have not seen another cover to Canada carried by this
ship or by the Vanderbilt European Line.
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The cover is franked by a pair of British 4d stamps and a 6d stamp paying the 1/2 stg.
( 1I 4 cy.) rate for mails to Canada by the United States contract steam packets. The
Vanderbilt sailed from Southampton, England on November 7, 1860 and arrived at New
York on November 18. A red manuscript "2" was applied to the cover indicating a 2d stg.
credit to Canada, the colonial portion of the 1/2 rate. A bonus is that this was the retwn
portion of the Vanderbilt's last voyage in transatlantic service, and also the last two-way
voyage by the Vanderbilt line.

The Vanderbilt was a 3360 ton steamer launched in 1857, built in New York. used on
the New York - Southampton - Havre run for the Vanderbilt Line. The Vanderbilt Line
was owned by Cornelius Vanderbilt, and served both Bremen and Havre from New York
during various periods. Due to the U.S. Civil War, the Vanderbilt was chartered by (and
later given to) the U.S. government. The government refitted her, adding guns, and she
became an auxiliary cruiser. After the war she served with the North Pacific Squadron and
was used for various tasks until scrapped in 1930.
This stamped cover has slipped into my collection of stampless transatlantic material.
Until a stampless Vanderbilt cover to Canada is found this cover will have to do as an
example carried by that line.

Compliments
of

(your name)
Write advertising Manager:
R.F.Narbonne, 216 Mailey Dr.
Carleton Place, Ontario K7C 3X9

p.o. box 3008, Bridgenorth, Ont.,
Canada KOL 1HO
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The Anniversary of Confederation
Presentation Booklet
Jerome C. J arnick
In 1927, Canada marked the 60th anniversary of the 1867 Confederation with a series
of9 stamps issued on Jtme 29th. The Post Office Department arranged for the manufacture
of 500 presentation booklets, measuring 152mrn x 122mm and botmd in a fine grained,
bright red leather. The cover is gold stamped with the Coat of Arms with "1897 CONFEDERATION - 1927" below and " CANADA" in the lower right hand comer.
(Figure 1).

The inside covers and end papers are a red, marble design. An interleaf of spider web
glassine protects the single page, with three stitched linen pockets. "SPECIAL ISSUE
OF CANADIAN POSTAGE STAMPS 1927" is printed at the top and " EMISSION
SPECIALE DE TIMBRES POSTE DU CANADA 1927" at the bottom of the page.
(Figure 2). The stamps of the Confederation issue (Scott Nos. 141-148, E3) are mounted
in the three pockets.
In addition to the bright red leather booklets, another 50 booklets were produced botmd
in a dull red coarse grained leather and presented to the diplomatic corps stationed in
Ottawa. Except for the leather used for binding, these booklets are identical to those of the
larger issue.
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Figure 2: Stamps in the Presentation Booklet

Barraclough [I] indicated that both of these booklets were issued on May 31, 1927.
However, the author suggests that this is the date of delivery to the Post Office Department
and that the actual presentations were not made before the date of issue of the stamps, June
29, 1927.
References
[I ] Barraclough, Reg. "An initial listing of the presentation booklets of Canada." BNA
Topics, Vol. 6, #5 pp. 110-12 (1949).
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136 Pages - illustrated in full color
Effective dates for rate changes
Lists known rates

Easily used as a c.becklist

+ FuJiy pri.ced
+ An essential research tool

Spiral bound for ease of use
A must have for any Canada collector

Postpaid price only Cdn $27 50 - US$20.25
Send check payable to:

Charles L~. Firby
.:..• J ':.. 1
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6695 Highland Road #107, W aterfOJXI, MI 48327

Telephone (810) 666-5333 • Fax (810) 666-5020
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New Issues
William J. F. Wilson
A modem era has ended - the Greet More rate is no more. The rate offered a reduction
in postage for greeting cards during the Christmas season, and (in terms of being paid for
by special postage stamps) lasted eleven years.
The idea for the Greet More stamps originated in the Stick 'n Tick labels of 1983 and
1984. The public liked these but found them cumbersome, and in 1985 Canada Post
replaced them with a 32¢ stamp, offering a savings of 2¢ off the regular 34¢ letter rate. The
stamp had no special marking other than the reduced rate, and was issued as a "Stamp Value
Pack" of ten stamps. Use of this stamp and its successors was subject to the following
conditions:
the envelope had to have a preprinted matrix on which the sender ticked off the
addressee's Postal Code;
the rate was valid only within Canada; and
the rate ended on January 31 each year. After that the stamp was valid for postage, but
did not pay a special rate.
(From at least as early as 1992, the stamps were also frequently used on envelopes which
had six small boxes in which the sender wrote the addressee's Postal Code.)
'The 1986 stamp was lengthened to make room for three black bars whose purpose was
to alert the optical reader to the presence of the matrix. Also, the rate was reduced to 5¢ less
than the regular letter rate, and the name of the pack was changed to the "Greet More"
booklet. In 1987 the stamp was reduced in size and the number of bars was increased to
four, a format which it kept through to 1995. The "Greet More" name and the 5¢ reduction
in rate also remained unchanged through to 1995.
Based on a phone call to the Philatelic Service, it seems that Canadians were not making
enough use of the rate to justifY continuing it. So now it is possible to collect a complete
rate (not just a rate value between rate changes, but the complete rate) with just eleven
covers. This is not enough for a one-frame exhibit, but there are other aspects which could
be included - a Greet More stamp plus other postage to make up the regular rate for a nonmatrix cover, the same for a regular letter after the Christmas season was over to show the
continued use of the stamp after the rate ended for the year; improper usage (e.g., no matrix,
matrix not ticked, etc.) and Post Office responses. There are many possibilities.
Speaking of Christmas stamps, there is an error in the November/December Canada's
Stamp Details booklet. All values of the 1996 Christmas stamps are described as being on
Coated Papers stock, but the selvedge on the stamps (both sheets and stamp packs) shows
Coated Papers for the 52¢ and 90¢ stamps and Peterborough for the 45¢. The selvedge is
clearly correct, based on differences in gum colour and paper transparency.
Another apparent error, this time in the September/October Details, is that the Montpetit
stamp is listed as five-colour lithography, but the philatelic selvedge shows only four colour
dots. In the table with this column I've listed the stamp as 4CL to agree with the selvedge.
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The rest of the following information is from Canada Post's booklet Canada's Stamp Details.

Size, perforations, and nwnber of teeth are my O\'VIl measurements, and are given as
(HORIZONTAL) x (VERTICAL). All stamps in the table are commemoratives.
Issue

Literacy

Edouard
Monpetit

Winnie the
Pooh

Authors

Christmas
(SHand SP)

Value

45¢ + 5¢

45¢

4 x 45¢ s-t

5 x45¢ s-t

45¢, 52¢,90¢

Issued

9 Sept96

26 Sept96

I Oct96

100ct96

I Nov%

Printer

A-P

A-P

A-P

CBN

45¢:CBN
52¢, 90¢: A-P

Quantity
(stamps)

10MM

6MM

SP: 17MM
SS: 13MM

12MM

•

Size
(rnm)

30.5 X 40

36x30

40x32

30xN/A

30x36

Paper

CP

CP

CP

CP

45¢:P
52¢,90¢: CP

Process

6CL

4CL

SCL

6CL+ 1SE

6CL

Pane

10 (SP)

25

16 (SP)
4 (SS)

10 (SP)

•

Tag

FCP

04S

04S

FCP

04S

Ourn

PVA

PVA

PVA

PVA

PVA

Perf

13.1 X 12.5

12.2 X 12.7

12.5 X 13. 1

13.3 X 13.0

••

Teeth

20x25

22 X 19

25 x21

20xN/A

••

*
**

45¢: SH, 40MM stamps in panes of 50. SP: 7 .375MM packs in panes of I 0 stamps.
52¢: SH, I OMM stamps in panes of 50. SP:, 1.87MM packs in panes of 5 stamps.
90¢: SH, IOMM stamps in panes of 50. SP:, 1.87MM packs in panes of5 stamps.
45¢ SHand 45¢, 52¢ and 90¢ SP: perforation 13.3 x 13.3, 20 x 24 teeth.
52¢, 90¢ SH: perforation 12.7 x 12.2, 19 x 22 teeth.

ABBREVIATIONS: 1SE =one colour steel engraving; 4(5, 6)CL =four (five, six) colour
lithography; A-P = Ashton-Potter; CBN = Canadian Bank Note Company; CP = Coated
Papers; FCP =fluorescent coated paper; G4S = general tagging (four sides); MM = milion;
N/A =not applicable (depends on how the booklet was cut); P = Peterborough paper; s-t
= se-tenant; SH =sheet stamp; SP = stamp pack; SS = souvenir sheet.
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Study Group Centreline
David Whiteley
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Study Groups
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Centennial Definitlves: Leonard Kruczynski, 19 Petersfield Place, Winnipeg, MB R3T 3V5
Duplex Cancellations of BNA: Robert A. Lee, 203-1139 Sutherland Ave., Kelowna, BC
VIY 5Y2
Elizabethan: Jo1m D. Am, N. 17708 Saddle Hill Rd., Colbert, WA 99005
Fancy Cancels: Dave Lacelle, 369 Fullerton Ave., Ottawa, ON KIK 1Kl
Flag Cancels: Jolm G. Robertson, 10 Pergola Rd., Rexdale, ON M9W 5K5
Military Mail: Bill Bailey, #5 - 8191 Francis Rd, Richmond, BC V6Y lAS
Newfoundland: Jolm Butt, 264 Hantilton Ave., St. Jolm's, NF AlE 117
Philatelic Literature: Paul M. Burega, 16 Aldgate Cres., Nepean, ON K2J 2G4
Postal Stationery: Steven Whitcombe, 334 Old York Road, New Cumberland, PA 17070-3135
Re-Entries: Ralph E. Trimble, P.O. Box 26556, Markville P.O., Markham, ON L3R OM4
Revenues: Bill Rockett, 540 Overlook Ave., Willow Grove, PA 19090
R.P.O.s: William G. Robinson, 5830 Cartier St., Vancouver, BC V6M 3A7
Slogan Cancels: Daniel G. Rosenblat, 5300 Edgeview Drive, Byron, CA 94514
Large and Small Queens: Ron Ribler, P.O. Box 22911, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335
Squared Circles: Jack Gordon, 2364 Gallant Fox Ct., Reston, VA 20191-2611
Transatlantic Mail: Malcohn Montgomery, 76 Glen Eyre Road, Bassett, Southampton 802 3NL
England
On The Fringes
Christmas has come and gone, and by the time this goes to press we will be well into
the New Year. The next few months are usually one of heightened philatelic activity for
many people disinclined to venture forth in the frigid temperatures. For members of the
Study Groups the period before Christmas and early January appears to have been a bust
judging by the number of newsletters that crossed my desk. As there is a lot to get through
this time I will get right to business.
Since the last Column went to press, one Canadian philately's greatest supporters has
passed away and consequently many editors included glowing tributes to Allan Steinhart,
the doyen of Canadian Postal History, whose presence will be missed by one and all. Better
people than I have written eulogies and obituaries for Allan so I will leave the topic there.
To hand are the September and December 1996 issues of the British Columbia Postal
History Research Group Newsletter, which contain as their feature article a two part
monograph by Tracy Cooper on the Upper Columbia Navigation and Tramway Company.
This was operated by Captain Anderson between I 886 and 1896, servicing the area
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between the C.P.R. on the Upper Columbia and the Kootenay mines. This company issued
a number of labels or locals without the consent of the Post Office. Examples of these labels
on cover are extant today, although in the opinion of Bill Topping most appear to be bogus.
Other items of interest include a short piece on Vernon Camp 1915-16, there is also a
cautionary piece by Bill Topping on the collecting and purchasing of ship covers cancelled
to favour and estimated by some dealers at exorbitant prices. The particular example in this
case was a C.N.R. tug Pentowna cover. As Bill points out, the Pentowna never carried
mail! So, buyer beware. Another item deals with the Victoria B.C. flag cancel of August
190 I (see Maple Leaves April 1995) and a discussion of who provided the cancelling
device. Evidence now shows that the device was made by Edwards & Williams and not
Bickcrdike as first postulated.
Three issues of the Trans-atlantic Mail Study Group, August, October and December,
have been received. The August edition is taken up with a well illustrated discussion of
early Registeroo covers and Registered/Money letters to and from the United Kingdom with
a table offees and rates from 1837 to 1893. ln October various short pieces were included
- one on the steamer Guadalquiver 1847, more information on freight money and bow it
was collected, and a maiden voyage Brittania cover 1840. The December issue is the frrst
of a series on Soldiers and Sailors preferred rate mail, and is profusely illustrated.
September, November and January 1997 editions of the Canadian Military Mail Study
Group have crossed my desk. The September issue contained an article on 'Z' Force in

Iceland during World War II, with a call for more information and examples of covers.
There is a piece on the Weiland Canal Force 1915-1918 by Colin Pomfret. This force was
called out to protect the Canal from invasion and sabotage. Ken Ellison illustrates three
Union Oil postcards and would like to know of any others. Finally, Dave Whiteley
contributed a piece on early World War II internment camps. The November issue is taken
up with illustrations of a series of Christmas greeting cards from Canadians serving overseas
dwing both World Wars as contributed by a number of respondents. The January newsletter
contains a follow up article by John Frith on the activities of No.1. Special Wireless Group
R.C.C.S. whilst stationed in Australia during World War II. Bill Robinson contributed a
piece on the R.C.AF. 's activities in Liberia between 1942-1947 with an example of a cover
sent through U.S. Army Postal Services A.P.O. 605. Colin Pomfret sent in a postcard from
Pte. Mervyn Simmons who was captured at Ypres in 1915 and subsequently escaped from
Celie Laager Z I, August 22nd 1916, making his way safely to Rotterdam from where the
card was mailed. Ken Ellison would like information and postcards from Royal Naval
vessels which formed part of the escort at Vancouver and Victoria during the Royal Visit
in 1939.
The BNAPS Air Mail Study Group's December bulletin contains as its lead article a
piece by John H. Bloor on "Yukon Airways and the Whitehorse Star" with a list of
subscribers to whom the paper was sent with Yukon Airways semi-officals affixed. There
is a discussion of the actual number of papers flown on the flight in question. Then there
is a piece on pigeon mail to the Yukon during the Gold Rush period. An article, reprinted
from Scotts Stamp Monthly with permission of the author, James R. Taylor, records the
story of the first airmail flight from Nova Scotia to St. Pierre-Miquelon in 1931. Jerome
Jamick requests any information on a heretofore unknown and urJiecOrded Post Office
Department presentation booklet "First Flight Air Mail Covers Canada.• Finally Tom
Watkins is searching for answers and information on Canadian Airways semi-offical stamps
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used in Centro! Manitoba, God's Lake (Island Lake) in 1933-34. Tom, it appears, has a
cover postmarked later than reported in the standard literature.
The November issues of both The B.N.A. Perforator and the Canadian Revenue
Newsletter have been received. The former celebrates its IOOth edition and contains a
number of short pieces on the early formative days of the study group and concludes with
more discussion on the International Harvester perfms, this time the Yorkton, Saskatchewan
office. The latter contains a discussion on the precancel of a Belgian Playing Card Company
by Christopher Ryan. He follows this up with part 2 of his study of precancels on decks of
playing cards..

T11e Newfie Newsletter continues its listing of Labrador Post Offices and also contains
information by Jerome Jamick on the Presentation Book prepared for the first post World
War 11 U.P.U. conference held in Paris in the Spring of 1947. There is also some further
information relative to Horrace Harrison's query regarding 'railway track obliterators.'
Newsletters for November and January have been received from the Squared Circle
Group, for December from the Fancy cancel Group and from the Slogan Cancel group the
issues for September, November and December. The Squared Circle Group's roster project
seems to be proceeding satisfactorily with contributions coming in. If you want to get
involved drop the editor a line and he will send you project sheets to fill in. Both editions
contain articles on early Ottawa Orb daters. The Fancy Cancel bulletin contains an
illustrated listing of Masonic fancy cancels compiled by the Dave Lacelle from the
contributions of a number of collectors including Dr. Michael Russell who sent in a listing
of 346 fancy cancel covers. The three editions of The Slogan Box contain a wealth of
information on a number of topics including: Government Funding Slogans 1919 (with a
check list ofdevices and post offices), Canadian Slogan Commemorative and Pictorial Hand
Stamp Markings, See the Flying Postman at Your Theatre 1928, British Empire Games
1954, Censor Slogans 1960-70 and Royal Winter Fair- Royal Agricultural Winter Fair
cancellations. All of the above listings are profusely illustrated and are an invaluable aid to
any cover collector whatever his interest. The BNAPS Slogan Cancel Study Group is
embarking on a research project to identify and develop a listing for all of Canada's Hand
Stamp slogan, pictorial and commemorative cancels. These will be listed on an ongoing
basis in the Slogan Box. Eventually, a handbook of these post marks may be prepared.
About 300 hand stamp slogan, commemorative and pictorial cancels were listed in the last
issue of the Slogan Box. For information on this project contact Steve Friedenthal, 3
Lindbergh Crescent, St. Albert, Alberta, T8N 2S8.
For the collectors of modem material the fall and early winter has been a busy period
as I have received three editions of the award winning Corgi Times, and one issue of the
Centennial Definitive group's newsletter. The July-August issue of the former contains
news of the appearance ofa third sheet of the Scott # 1499i 43¢ Christmas 1993 imperforate
sheet, a description of a presentation piece given BABNC upon release of the Landscape
middle value definitives, some more errors on the environmental issue, the RCMP
Presentation cover of 1973 and an article on the "Nonsuch", Scott #482, by John Burnett.
The September issue contains a number of interesting items dealing with varieties and/or
errors on various issues including artifacts and National Parks, Mammals and Architecture
and Edible Berries. There is also an update on the proposed Specialized catalogue of
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Elizabethan material, and a discussion of
the yellowback issues, which appeared in
the Landscape issues of 1972 and the
Caricature issues of 1973.
The
yellowbacks are stamps which viewed
from the back appear to be printed on
yellow paper and have yellow gum. The
question asked is are they fakes or
genuine as neither Scott nor Darnell
recognize this variety. Robe1t Hourthan,
in attempt to answer this question, sent
samples to Richard Gratton a paper
expert with a large paper company, who
after running many spectrometer type
tests concluded that the samples he was
provided with had been chemically
altered prior to printing. The NovemberDecember issue contains the usual
diverse notes on the various issues
including further discussion on the
yellowbacks in which Kasimir Bileski
suggests that doctored paper, if that is
indeed the case, does not necessarily
make the stamp a fake. That can only
occur after it is printed. Therefore
Bileski states paper is paper and all is
collectable.
Another major article
discusses the ongoing discoveries of
errors and varieties in the Edible Berries
issue. Space does not allow for full
coverage of this topic. I would suggest
that those interested contact the editor of
Corgi Times, John Am. The Centennial
Definitive group's offering contains
examples of perforation shifts on copies
of the 6¢ Queen Elizabeth black, Plate
#2. The rest of the issue is taken up with
a discussion by Mike Painter on copies
of the 8¢ Library that contains a series of
dots across the second row of some
panes visible under ten power
magnification.
Full
magnified
illustrations are provided.

POSTAL HISTORY
of
BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA
and thousands
of other U.S.A. and
Foreign lots offered in our

PUBLIC AUCTIONS.

FREE CATALOG
UPON REQUEST.

WE ARE BUYERS OF
ALL POSTAL HISTORY.
WHAT DO YOU HAVE
FOR SALE?

ABRAHAM
SIEGEL
P. 0. BOX 6603- BNA
Long Island City, N.Y. 11106-

6603

That's all for this issue. I hope I
have not left anything of major
importance out.
All the best for
Easter'97.
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BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT
P.O. Box 66660
Stoney Creek Postal Outlet
STONEY CREEK, ONTARIO
CANADA L8G 5E6

REFERENCE CATALOGUES
RETAILCDN$
CHUNG & NARBONNE-Specialized Catalogue of Canada Post Official
First Day Covers - 1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.50
COUTIS-Slogan Postmarks of Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.00
FIRBY & WILLSON-Canadian Posted Letter Guide, Vol. 1, 1851-1902 . . .. 24.75
"'McCANN-Standard Catalogue of Canadian Booklet Stamps ... . . . . . . . 14.00
ROSE-Canadian Tagged Errors and Tagged Perfms - rev. 1995 . . . . . .. . . . 10.00
VAN DAM-Canadian Revenue Stamp Catalogue 1995 . . . . . . ... .. .. . 17.50

WALBURN-Standard Canada Precancel Catalogue - 1997 edition . . . 17.00
WALTON & COVERT-Webb's Postal Stationery Catalogue, 6th edn. . . . . . . 17.00
STAMP REFERENCE BOOKS
ARFKEN-Canada's Small Queen Era 1870-1897 . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 155.00
ARFKEN-Canada and the Universal Postal Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.00
ARFKEN & LEGGETT-Canada's Decimal Era 1859-1868 . .. . . . . . . . 110.00
ARNELL-Stearn and The North Atlantic Mails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.00
ARNELL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.75
ARNELL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.00
ARNELL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.00
ARNELL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00
BAILEY & TOOP-Canadian Military P.O. to 1986 .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . 15.00
BAILEY & TOOP-Canadian Military P.O. to 1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00
BNAPS Slogan Study Group-Slogan Postal Markings 1931-1940 . . . . . . . . 15.00
BNAPS Slogan Study Group-Slogan Postal Markings 1941-1953 . . . .. . . . 19.95
BOYD-Specimen Overprints ofBNA ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 16.00
BRADLEY-Canadian Map Stamp of 1898, A Plating Study ... .. . . . . . .. 26.50
CANADA Post Office Guide 1852-Reprint .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. 17.00
CANADA: The 1967 Definitive Issue (Keene-Hughes Rev.) . . . . .. . . . . . 18.00
CHUNG &REICHE-The Canadian Postage Due Stamps . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.75
DAVIS-Canada Special Delivery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.50
DAY & SMYTHIES-Fancy Cancellation of the 19th Centwy .. ... . . . . . . 10.75
DUCKWORTH & DUCKWORTH-The Large Queen Stamps &
Their Use 1868-1872 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . 130.00
GUTZMAN-Canadian Patriotic Postcard Handbook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.50
GUTZMAN-The Canadian Picture Postcard Catalogue 1992 . . . . . . . . . . . 12.95
HENNOK-Postal History Series
#2 Earl E. Palmer-Upper & Lower Canada Cross-Border Mail to 1851 . . . 25.00
#3 A. L. Steinhart-The Postal History of the
Postcard in Canada 1871-1911 . . . . . . . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
#4 J.C. Ameli-Transatlantic Stampless Mail to
and from the United States of Ameriaca . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... 25.00
#5 Horace W. Harrison-Canada's Registry System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
#6 Stewart S. Kenyon-Pioneer Mail in Western Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
#7 Dr. F. G. Stulberg-Upper & Lower Canada
Steamboat Mailto the 1860's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
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HlLLMAN-The Post Office Department and the Parliamentary
Record in Canada from 1780 to 1925 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
JOHNSON & TOMASSON-Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials . . . . . 11.00
KELI.r The Postal History of the District of Assiniboia 1882-1902 . . . . . . . . 21.00
LEHR-Postage Stamps and Cancellations ofP.E.I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00
"' LINGARD-Canadian Flag Cancels 1896-1919 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.00
LONGWORTH-DAMES-The Pioneer and Semi-Official Air Mails of Canada 19.00
LUDLOW-Catalogue of Canadian Railway Cancellations . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.00
LUDLOW-RPO-Supplement I: Combined Annexes I-IX .. . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00
MACDONALD-Nova Scotia Post: Its Offices, Masters, & Marks
1700-1867 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.50
MACMANUS-Post Offices of New Brunswick 1783-1930 ... . . . . . . . . . 32.50
MANLEY-Canadian Precancel Postal Stationery Handbook . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.50
McGUIRE (editor)-The Major E.R. Toop Collection of Military Postal History
Vol. I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.00
Vol. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 22.50
both volumes . . . . . . .. . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
MOFFATI & HANSEN-The Squared Circle Postmarks of Canada . . . . . . 40.00
MURRAY-Post Office on P.E.I. 1787-1 990 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.95
MURRAY-2000 Postmarks of Prince Edward Island 1814-1995 . . . . . . . . . 30.00
NEWMAN-The Bickerdike Papers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.50
O'REILLY-Northwest Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986 . . . . . . . . 29.00
PRATI-The Newfoundland Pence Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . 70.00
PRATI-Newfoundland Cents Issue Covers- A Census . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.00
ROWE-Postal History of the Canadian Contingents
in the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 38.00
SAGAR-The Moon Cancellations ofBritish Columbia 1950-1973 . . . . . . . . 7.95
"' SCRIMGEOUR-(Ed.) Postal History of the Klondike Gold Rush . . . . . ... 31.00
SESSIONS-The Early Rapid Cancelling Machines of Canada . . . . . . . . . . . 19.50
SMITH-Ontario Post Offices Vol. I An Alphabetical Listing . . . . . .... .. 38.75
SMITH-Ontario Post Offices Vol. II By County & District ... . . . . . . . . . 48.75
SMITH-Both Volumes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77.00
STAECKER-Canadian Permit Postage Stamp Catalogue, 2nd edn. 1996 . . . . 16.00
STEINHART-The Postal History of the Postcard in Canada 1871- 1911 . . . . . 16.00
STEINHART-The Admiral Era: A Rate Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.00
STEINHART-Civil Censorship in Canada During WW I . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.00
"' TOPPING-Yukon Airways and Exploration Company Limited . . . . . . ... 25.00
TOPPING & ROBINSON-British Columbia Post Offices
1991 Revised Edition . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
TOPPING & ROBINSON-Manitoba Post Offices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00
TOPPING & ROBINSON-Territorial Post Offices of Canada . . . . . . . . . . 15.00
WALBURN-Canadian Precancel Handbook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.50
WINMILL- The Evolution of Imperial Penny Postage &
the Postal History of the Canadian 1898 Map Stamp . . . . . . . . . . . 26.00
WHITWORTH-Five Cents Beaver Stamp of Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00

* NEW TO THIS LIST
••• NOTE ••• All orders must be prepaid. Add $4.00 postage and packaging per order.
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. If payment is in U.S. funds, you may deduct 25%.
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Readers Speak
This is a column where the readers ofTOPICS can express their views, ask
questions, and add information to previously published articles.

Sir;
Having a handstamped black proofof the New Brunswick 12 ~¢ of 1860 I ordered the
late Norman Boyd's "Specimen Overprints of BNA" from the SNAPS and learned that
such overprints were rare. Mine appears identical to that shown on illustrations 6,7 and 9
on pages 40 and 41 (handstamps on 5 and 8 are much shorter, and that on 5 is without
serifs).
Boyd thought that the use of this ABNCo. produced handstamp was introduced by the
local postal officials in 1863 and '64. However, also in my collection are 1862 Nicaraguan

and 1864 Mexican proofs bearing this handstamp. These Latin-American proofs came
from the same ABNCo. engraver's heirs who provided me with the essay for the 13¢ of the
1865 Newfoundland issue I wrote about in 1994.
It would appear that this handstamp was applied to the BNA issues by the ABNCo.
in NY and as early as 1860.

Despite the good offices of Charlie Livermore, someone with knowledge of these
specimen overprints hasn't been found If anyone has information re this handstamp please
contact me through the Editor.
Thank you, sincerely,

Norman C. Seastedt

Sir;
In the 19% Fourth Quarter issue of BNA Topics Bill Robinson in his RPO Cowcatcher
article bemoans the lack of international judges knowledgeable in the intricacies of
Canadian Postal History.

As Secre~ to the Jury at CAPEX '96 it is not my intention to come to the defence
of CAPEX '%'s Jury, although it is very tempting. Rather, I would like to discuss the lack
of replacement judges with a sound knowledge in Canadian philately. It is not only postal
history which suffers but all aspects of Canadian collecting and exhibiting.
Since I took over the Judging Programme chairmanship in 1991 , there have been four
Canadian National judges accredited at the international level. One in 1992, Ralph
Mitchener who qualified in literature, one in 1995 and two at CAPEX ' 96. None of the
three could be said to be specialized in Canadian traditional or postal history philately. On
the national scene, since that date, there have been 18 judges accredited. Only five can be
said to be knowledgeable enough on Canadian material. Two of the same five can be said
to possess a solid grounding in both traditional philately and postal history. The
remainder's primary philatelic interests lay elsewhere.
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The statistics above indicate a dearth of deep expertise of Canadian philately in our
Canadian judging fraternity. It will become more acute when the older judges are no longer
available to provide that knowledge base on a jury.
I urge thereadersofBNA Topics to contact me (at P.O. Box 2788, Station D, Ottawa,
ON, Canada KIP 5W8), if they are Canadian -or my counterpart at the American
Philatelic Society (John Hotchner, P.O. Box 1125, Falls Church, VA 22041-0125, USA)
if they are American, to enroll in the judges accreditation program if they feel qualified.
If, like Bill Robinson, they care, then they should be part of the solution.
Sincerely yours,
Charles J. G. Verge
Editor's Note: In the Janumy-Febrnary 1997 issue ofthe Collectors Club Philatelist,
pp 45-56 there is an interesting article, relevant to the discussion on judging of rare
specialist materia/for "condition and rarity" (R. P. Odenweller, "The F.I.P Judging
Criteria, Part 2'').

Sir:
The SNAPS Slogan Cancel Study Group is embarking on a research project to identify
and develop a listing for all of Canada's Hand-stamp slogan, pictorial and
commemorative cancels. These will be listed on an ongoing basis in the "Slogan Box"
newsletter of the SNAPS Slogan Cancel Study Group. Eventually, we may prepare a
handbook of these post marks.
If you have such hand stamps, we would appreciate a photocopy for our listing.
Please send photocopies to:
Steve Friedenthal
Chair, Slogan Cancel Study Group
3 Lindbergh Crescent
St. Albert, Alberta T8N 2S8
Canada.
Sir:
A word of warning to collectors of modem Canada. I was recently shown and
infonned by a local dealer that there is a considerable amount of Elizabethan Canadian
material, coming out of Europe and Germany in particular, which has been regwnmed.
Unless one was on the look out for it the regumming on examples I have been shown would
not be noticed However, close examination under a bright light reveals brush strokes and
often foreign matter stuck within the gum during the regununing process.
David Whiteley
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EXECUTWES, DIRECTORS, AND OFFICERS
British North America Philatelic Society, Ltd.
Home Page: http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/stalbert/bnaps.htm

Elected officers: Executil,e
President: Victor Willson, P.O . Box 10026, College Station, TX 77842 (e-mail:
v-willson@tamu.edu)
First Vice-President: Earle Covert, 349 Schooner Cove NW, Calgary, AB T3L 1Z3 (e-mail:
ecovert@agt.net)
Vice-President Regional Groups: Lany Paige, 1145 Shille1augh, Chesapeake, VA 23323
Vice-President Study Groups:Douglas Lingard, 2425 Blackstone Cr., Ottawa, ON
KlB4H3
Treasurer: P. Charles Livermore, P.O .Box 754045, Parkside Station, Forest Hills, NY
11375-4045 (e-mail: livennor@sjuvm.stjohns.edu)
Secretary: Jerome C . Jamick, 108 Duncan Drive, Troy, MI 48098-4613 (e-mail:
74457.3450@compuserve.com)
Immediate Past President: H. Mike Street, 73 Hatton Dr., Ancaster, ON L9G 2H5
(e-mail: mikestreet@ freenet.hamilton.on.ca)

Elected Offlcers: Board o(Directors
(Ten sitting members; 5 elected in the even numbered years for 4 year terms.)
Serving until Dec. 31 , 1998
Basil S. Burrell: 911 Huckleberry Lane, Glenview IL 60025
Ken V. Ellison: 14600 Middle Beach Road, Oyama BC V4V 2C3
R. F. (Hank) Narbonne: 216 Mailey Dr., Carleton Place, ON K2C 3X9
Clinton A. Phillips: 1704 Glade Street, College Station TX 77840
J. Don Wilson (Chairman): ll Elm Place, St. John's NF AlB 2S4
Serving until Dec. 31 , 2000
F. P. (Fritz) Angst: W2200 First Natl. Bank Bldg., St. Paul MN 5510 l
Robert Bayes, P.O. Box 34512, 1268 Marine Drive West, North Vancouver, BC V7P 3T2
Robert V. C. Carr: 117 Robin Hood Way, Youngstown OH 45511
Susan M.G. Jamieson, P.O . Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3S2
Jonathon C. Johnson, 9604 Kalamalka Road, Vemon, BC VlB 1L3

Committees and Appointed Officers
Admissions Committee Chainnan: Nick Sheldian, P.O . Box 772, Visalia, CA 93279
Advertising Manager & Dealer Liaison: Hank Narbonne, 216 Mailey Dr., Carleton Place, ON
K2C3X9
BNAPortraiiS Editor:: Everett L. Parker, HC 76, Box 32, Greenville, ME 04441-1306 (e-mail:
eparkcr@agate.net)
BNAPortraiiSIBNA Topics Circulation Manager: Lynn and Ray Simrak, P.O. Box 56,
Maidstone, ON NOR 1KO
BNA Topics Editorial Consultant: Robert Lemire, P.O. Box 1870, Deep River, ON KOJ 1PO
(e-mail: 102124.1304@compuserve.com)
BNA Topics Production: G. Barrie Atkinson, G. 72 Erlandson Drive, Winnipeg MB R3K OG8
(e-mail: atkinson@pangea.ca)
Board of Examiners Chalnnan: Nick Sheldian, P.O. Box 772, Visalia, CA 93279
Book Department Manager: Donald B. Kaye, P.O . Box 66660, Stoney Creek, ON L8G 5E6
Convention Committee Chalnnan: Charles G . Firby, 6695 Highland Road, Waterford, MI
48327
Donations Advisor- Canada: Richard M. Lamb, P.O. Box 573, Kitchener, ON N2G 4A2
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Donations Advisor- U.S.A.: Horace W. Harrison, 1802 Indian Head Road, Ruxton, MD 21204
Elections Committee Chairman: Don Ure, 6706 Emarald Lakes Drive, Troy, MI 48098
Ethics Committee Chairman: Bill Walton, 125 Turtleback Rd., Califon, NJ 07830
Exchange Circuit Manager: Andy Ellwood, P.O. Box 41061 , Ottawa, ON Kl G 5K9
Historian: Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, PA 19355
Internet Coordinator: Robert Lane, 12 Gilchrist Place, St. Albert, AB T8N 2M3
Mt>mbership Coordinator: (appointment in progress)
Nominations Committee Chairman: Bill Walton, 125 Turtleback Rd. , Califon, NJ 07830
Policy & PnJCedures Manual Editor: Chris McGregor, 6312 Carnarvon Street, Vancouver, BC
V6N IK3
Publicity Officer: Dean Mario, P.O. Box 342 M.P.O., Saskatoon, SK S7K 3L3
Publications Committee: Ken Ellison, 14600 Middle Beach Rd., Oyama, BC V4W 2C3
Regional Group Reporter: Ron Ribler, P.O. Box 22911, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335
Speakers/Ambassadors Coordinator: Alec Unwin, P.O. Box 1686, Bellevue WA 98009 (email:
alecunwin@msn.com)
Study Group Reporter: David Whiteley, 1210-525 St. Mary Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3C 3X3
(e-mail: 104712.2405@compuserve.com)

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Annual membership fees are $24CDN or $18US or£ 12 sterling. Membership applications
submitted dwing the 2nd or 3rd quarter of the year should be accompanied by 75% or 50%
respectively of the annual fee. Applications submitted dwing the 4th quarter of the year
should be accompanied by 25% of the annual fee plus the full fee for the corning year. A
onetime application fee of$3CDN is payable regardless of the date of the application. Send
application fonn and cheque or money order to the Secretary, Jerome Jarnick, 108 Duncan
Drive, Troy, MI 48098.
(continued from page 2)
SUBSCRIPTIONS

For members of the Society, $12.50. This amount is included in
membership fees and members automatically receive the journal.
Non-members: $20.00. For information contact the Secretary,
Jerome Jamick, 108 Duncan Drive, Troy, MI 48098.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

These should be sent to the Secretary.

MISSED, DAMAGED and
UNDELIVERABLE COPIES

Contact the Circulation Manager, Ray Simrak, P.O.Box 56,
Maidstone, Ontario, NOR 1KO. Return postage guaranteed.

MANUSCRIPTS can be submitted to the Editorial Consultant in three formats: (I) electronic, preferably
with paper copy, (2) typewritten in double s~cing, or (3) neatll hand printed. Acceptable electronic
formats mclude IBM (or IBM compatibles) 3Y.' hard diskettes or 5V." floppy diskettes, or Macintosh 3'1."
diskettes. Files should be in ASCII format, or written using a major word processing system currently
available (please speciJY the word processing software and the version - WordPerfect 6.1 is preferred).
Letters or articles not usmg illustratJons may be submitted by e-mail. All electronic text should be tyoed
flush to the left margin, with the right margin left free (no right margin justification). Do not indent
~phs; please leave an extra line between paragraphs. Please do not use special print characters for
1talics, bold, or underscore (show such features on hard copy in pen or pencil). Please do not use
automatic footnoting.
LITERATURE FOR REVIEW Send to Literature Reviews, c/o Robert Lemire (address above)
PUBLICATIONS BOARD

Chairman: Ken Ellison
Members: Douglas Lingard, John Am
Opinions expressed are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent those of the Society or
publisher.
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To Firby, or not to Firby?
That is the question.
When the time came to dispose of their collections these specialists asked,
"What can Charles G. Firby do for me? The results of each auction said it alii

0

We conduct several philatelic auctions as well as the world's largest philatelic literature auction each year. Catalogs are prepared
with exacting descriptions. quality photographs and realistic estimates to assure our vendors the highest in realizations.

e
m

T hrough private treaty. our knowledge of many markets can
place your collection or specialized items in the hands of discriminating collectors around the world.
We invite the consignment of your philatelic properties... specialized or general collections. accumulations and dealer stocks. And
in all cases we are in the position to buy collections outright. when
instant payment is essential.

Throughout the years we have helped many collectors. prominent and
obscure. to realize top dollar for their collections. And for consignors of
Newfoundland. Canada and other British North America areas, we offer
the strength of the US dollar as well as one of the finest client lists available.
We look forward to the opportunity to discuss the disposal of your
collection ...through auction consignment. private treaty. or outright purchase. Just call Charles for an honest analysis. 810-666-5333.

For the very best of the selling experience...

The obvious answer is yes!
Charles G. Firbv
A UCTIO N S

'

6695 Highland Rd .• Suite 107 Waterford. Michigan 48327-1967
Phone 810-666-5333 FAX 810-666-5020
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