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Editorial Page
Vic Willson
MEASUREMENT IN PHILATELY
In the last issue of TOPICS, I discussed logical validity requirements in
philatelic research. There are related requirements with regard to the various
measurements that are taken. Behavioral scientists generally have considered two
conditions: reliability and validity of measurements. Reliability is an indicator of
the consistency of measurement: how much variation can we expect from one
measurement of the same phenomenon to the next? Validity is concerned with
the conceptual adequacy of the measurement: are we measuring on target? Each
has its own details and issues.
REUABILITY OF MEASUREMENT IN PHILATELY
A basic measurement taken in philately is figuring out perforations of stamps.
We have had several recent discussions of measurements using different gauges
and techniques. Bill Wilson wrote a letter to Readers Speak that I take the liberty
of publishing instead here:
·

'This letter is in response to Jeffrey Switt's question (fOPICS, Vol. 51, No.3)
regarding perforation measurements obtained using a gauge which expands with
increasing temperature.
One measures the perforation of a stamp by sliding it up or down the gauge
until the perforation holes match the dots or lines on the gauge. Suppose a match
is obtained (say, at perf. 12), and then the temperature increases. The gauge
expands, moving the dots or lines further apart and destroying the match at the
12.0 position. Therefore, to restore the match and obtain a perforation
measurement at the new temperature, the stamp has to be moved to a position
where the dots or lines· are closer together than at the 12.0 position, ie., to a
higher perforation number on the gauge. Thus, the measured value increases as
the temperature increases.
William F. Wilson, Calgary, Alberta"
What Bill has done is demonstrate logically how the reliability of measurement
is reduced by a specific type of change, environmental in this case, that changes
the measuring device. Of course, this assumes that the operator correctly or
reliably operates the gauge. Some operators may be more reliable than others.
Two centuries ago the Royal Astronomer at Greenwich fired his assistant
because the assistant did not produce the same astronomical observations as the
RA. This led to an examination of humans as observers and to the discovery of
typically normal or Gaussian distribution of observations across observers. That
BNA TOPICS

I OCT-NOV-DEC

1994/ NO 4

3

it is usually irreducible indicated fundamental limits to the reliability of human
senses, and also led to physiological psychology. Scientists such as Fechner and
Weber studied just noticeable differences, or JND's, in humans. They varied
physical phenomena such as light and sound in very small increments and
determined when humans could detect the change. JND's were typically normally
distributed in humans. Just because we may have quite good instruments does not
automatically lead to reliable observations if humans must interpret or judge some
aspect of the measurement.
Recent psychometric (psychological measurement) theory has focused on
sources of variation, and a sophisticated statistical theory is in place both to
estimate various sources and to compute coefficients to reflect the magnitude of
relative variation. The sources of variation can be categorized thusly:
within-person, between-person, across occasion, and across environmental
conditions. Between-person variability is further refined into status and
manipulable variability. Status conditions are those which we can observe but do
nothing about. For example, there may be overall age effects in measurement.
Older persons may be more variable than younger. This does not mean that an
individual older person cannot be quite reliable, but as a group we might find
older persons more variable. Manipulable effects are those which we can change
by training or experimental manipulation. Judging is an example of the latter.
It is interesting that philately has just begun to acknowledge what has long been
known in othe.r fields such as gymnastics or ice skating: within-person and
between-person variability can lead to distortions in measurement unless they are
dealt with. Thus, we begin to see judging seminars, judging criteria and
requirements, and point systems designed to reduce unwanted within-and between
person unreliability. While this is not the forum, there is much to be learned from
psychology about such training. None of the arguments made against such
standard~tion hold much water when the issue is pressed: do we want consistent
measurement as a basis for valid outcomes?
Measurement occurs in a variety of situations in philately besides·those already
discussed. Physical measurements are more straightforward, although we have
generated plenty of discussion around a supposedly straightforward measurement
of perforations. Quality measurements such as superb versus very fme cause great
conflict upon occasion, usually because of between-person and environmental
effects. We cannot ignore the psychological and social conditions that lead a
describer to call something superb that a buyer defines as very fine. Who is right
often results in hard feelings or even litigation. Heaven help us if the courts are
used to defme measurement. Sometimes we use philatelic referees such as
foundations for the measurement, but we know that they can also be unreliable.
Overall, we accept their work because it is expected that they will be more
reliable than other persons or groups. Also, they are expected to produce valid
measurements.

4
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MEASUREMENT VALIDITY IN PIDLATELY

As I discussed earlier, validity is hitting the target, or measuring what we are
supposed to measure. While this seems obvious, there are many areas in philately
that are not so clear cut as we suppose. The most obvious case is in judging.
Having had my own offerings judged, and having listened to the post-mortems by
the judges, I am convinced that validity in the awarding of medals is a complex
process that has many dimensions. The aesthetic dimension is clearly time-dependent. That is, standards for presentation effectiveness change over time. What
was emphasized five decades ago is now often ignored. The quality dimension has
greater stability to it in well-understood and long-shown material, but is not at all
clear for new fields. My impression is that there is a tendency to over-rate new
topic exhibits in relation to what is known about them. Again, that is simply a
subjective opinion. How do we assess validity for such measurements?
One process that would work well if it were possible would be the triangulation
from different shows. Experienced exhibitors know that their offerings should not
vary more than one level up or down from show to show. What taints this process
is the communication that "this exhibit got a gold at NONAMEPEX, how can we
give it a silver?" by judges. This is reification of the award rather than
independent judgment. I know of no way to circumvent this, since some
collections make the rounds and the results are communicated by the philatelic
press. FIP is rather self-serving about this also. It is virtually impossible to get an
independent assessment of an exlubit at an international show because of the
arrangements. It is basically rigged from the start. That is not all bad, but the halo
effect carries some exhibits beyond their true level by virtue of their earlier award
somewhere.
Validity in physical measurements is always dependent on the theory and
experimentation that support it. We have had articles on x-ray diffraction. The
validity of the measurements is hardly an issue, and reliability is one only with
respect to cahbration of the instrumentation used. Most physical scientists don't
even consciously think about this issue, because it is so bound up in their method
and built upon so much confirmable evidence from many sources. This is where
the defmition of reliability given above and validity begin to merge. Controlling
the sources of variation, or at least measuring them, provides limits to the validity
of the measurements by telling us what will happen to the measurements under
various conditions.
The issues r.Used here are less critical to understanding than those raised in the
last editorial, because measurement occupies a less prominent role in philatelic
research than assessment of cause or relationship. I expect that these two
discussions bored some readers to tears, because for many all this is just a hobby
to enjoy, without the academic trappings I have presented. My best defenses in
support of these pieces are that when money is involved, the arguments should
be coherent and scientifically acceptable, and that even in a hobby truth is
preferable to fiction. Happy holidays.
BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/ NO 4
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RPO Cowcatcher

A Guest Column by Ross D. Grey
P.O.Box 174, Lindsay, Ontario, K9V 4Sl

RR-7

B. & L. ? R. P. 0.

Lewis Ludlow discovered RR-7 and originally listed it as reading "B. & L H.
R. P. 0." His cover (Robert A. Lee Auction #68, Lot #Z47 and Fig. 44, page
119 in "Canadian Mail by Rail, 1836-1867" by L F. Gillam) has the cancellation
as a light transit backstamp, dated FEB, 14, 1857.
The letter between the Land the R is illegible but he naturally assumed that
it was an H, standing for HURON of the Buffalo & Lake Huron Railway.
Gillam also shows a second example dated FEB, 17, 1857 (Fig. 45, page 120)
in which the letter between the Land the R is clearly an E but speculates that it
might be suspect. Based on this item, the catalogue listing was changed to read,
"B. & L E. R. P. 0.".

The cover originated at GOWANDA, N.Y.,just to the south west of Buffalo
and was addressed to Pelham, C.W. The writer of the enclosed letter refers to
children playing in the mud and hearing that bridges were gone, suggesting an
unusual mild spell for the time of year and probable chaotic conditions for
transportation due to flooding. These conditions may account for the out of the
BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/ NO 4

7

way routing evident from transit backstamps. First it was placed aboard the B.
& L E. R. P. 0 ., FEB 17, 1857 in Fort Erie and travelled well past its destination
to PARIS, FE 17, 1857, where it was probably transferred to the Great Western
Railway for St. CATHARINES, 18 FEB, 1857. From there it went to PORT
ROBINSON (barely decipherable) and FONTHILL, FE 18, 1857 before,
presumably, reaching Pelham.
Now a third example of this rare early cancellation, dated FEB, 2, 1857, has
been discovered. It clearly shows an H not an E. In addition there is also a clear
"W" direction marking.
This cover originated at PORT COLBORNE, U.C. FE 2, 1857 and was
addressed to Toronto. There is transit backstamp which is illegible and a
TORONTO arrival backstamp dated FEB 2.
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Although the E of Gillam's cover is slightly larger and closer to the hammer
rim than the other letter, it is convincing and does not appear to be "improved".
Was the hammer damaged and erroneously repaired or was there more than
one hammer? The quality of the newly discovered strike is poor, making precise
measurements difficult, however, it is very similar to.Gillam's.
Should the listing be changed again?

Decorative stampless, paid ~3", from HUMBERSTONE, C.W.,
14 Feb, 1857 (in script) to Bentinuk P.O., Grey Co., C. W.

AN INVITATION
to members of the British North America Philatelic Society
join

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF CANADA
Members receive The Canadian Philatelist. published bimonthly, and are e otitl.:d
to use the Royal's sales circuit and insurance program.
Admission Fee $5.00. Annual Dues $25.00; U.S. and overseas $25.00 U.S.
Write to the RPSC, Box 929, Station Q, Toronto, Ont. M4T 2Pl for a membership application.

GROW WITH THE ROYAL
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B. &. H. R. P. 0.
FEB 14, 1857
Transit marks - PARIS I U.C., FE 14, 1857 and GUELPH I U.C., FE 15, 1857
receiving mark - BENTINCK I U.C., FE 17, 1857 I "0" (in blue)
February 14, 1857 is the earliest of the two recorded strikes of this cancellation
Listing# RR-7

THE POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF CANADA
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
The Postal History Society of Canada publishes an award-winning quarterly
journal, sponsors seminars on Canadian postal history, and awards prizes for
the best postal history exhibit at philatelic shows across Canada.
The 200-page special CAPEX '87 Fifteenth Anniversary issue of the Journal
is still available at $15.00Cdn, postpaid anywhere in the world.
For further information or a membership application form, please write to the
Secretary:
R.F. Narbonne
218 Mailey Drive
Carleton Place, Ontario
Canada K7C 3X9
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The Nature of, and Circumstances Surrounding
The Printing of, The First Issue of Canada's Bill
Stamps
Christopher D. Ryan
It has been widely reported in philatelicliterature that Canada's First Issue of
bill stamps (Figure 1) was a regular issue. It has also been reported that this
issue was stereotyped (a form of typography or relief printing) by the American
Bank Note Company of New York (ABN), or by an unspecified printer from
plates produced from dies prepared by ABN. None ofthese assertions are true.
The First Issue bill stamps were, in reality, a lithographic product of the firm,
Burland. lA(ricain and Company. These stamps were also intended to serve
merely as a stop-gap or provisional issue pending the arrival of ABN's recess
printed (intaglio) stamps (Figure 2). This Second Issue of bill stamps was ordered
in July and released in December of 1864, just 4% months after the release of the
First Issue.
The circumstances surrounding the production of these stamps lead to the
conclusion that prior to 1868 the government did not have an all-inclusive
contract with ABN. This conclusion is supported by other security printing done
for the Canadian. government in this period.

PART 1: The Apparent Provisional Nature of the First Issue.
The stamp tax on drafts and bills of exchange was first announced in the
Finance Minister's budget speech of May lOth, 1864. · The tax was described as
a relatively painless duty with a potential for raising increased revenue in the
future.[l]
The bill imposing the new stamp duties was introduced in the Legislative
Assembly on June 8th, 1864. The final Act imposed the tax as of August 1st.
Passage of the Act occurred on June 24th, with approval by the Legislative
Council and royal assent granted on June 27th and 30th, respectively.[2] This left
one month to prepare and distribute stamps against an August 1st deadline.
Around or shortly after the end of June, it appears that inquiries were made
with one George Matthews (a commercial engraver, printer, and lithographer
based in Montreal) regarding the production of the requisite stamps. The exact
nature or content of these discussions is not known but it is hypothesized that:
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1. The government, as would be expected, requested high quality, recess printed
stamps to be available by August 1st. These would have been the sort of quality
found in the postage stamps which had been current in Canada since 1851.
2. Matthews replied that such a deadline could not be met and suggested the use
of a simple lithographed set of stamps until the recess printed version could be
prepared.
The basis for these hypotheses and the concept that the First Issue was solely
a provisional is a series of letters from the government to George Matthews,
internal government memos and a number of Orders in Council. These will show
that the First and Second Issues were in fact in simultaneous planning, before the
issuance of any of the stamps, and will strongly suggest that the sole reason for
the First Issue was that only a set of lithographed stamps could be prepared in
time for the August 1st implementation of the Act.
The ftrst of these documents indicates that the Second Issue of bill stamps was
ordered by the government on July 19th, 1864:
G. MatJhews, Esq., Engraver, Montreal
Sir,
I am instmcted by the Minister ofFinance to request that you will at once put in
hand a set of steel plates for Bill stamps of the denominations which you have already
prepared by lithography. The only alterations will be these
(1) The several denominations of dollars wiU be in two colours.
(2) The figure,s of the number of cents in the two upper corners will be upright & not
slanting; 3 cents 3.
(3) The colour when the steel plates are used to be violet, & for the dollars a
foundation of violet with any second colour which you may think suitable.
I will send you the pattern of the Law Stamp in a few days.
The Minister of Finance also [directed] me to state that I must be distinctly
understood that our contract for thfs stamp, both those formerly ordered & the present
one, is with yourself, whom alotu! we recognize in this transaction.

J.M. Langton[3]
This clearly shows that the Second Bill Issue was in fact ordered before the use
of any bill stamps began on August 1st.
The First Bill Issue was probably ordered, but not fmalized, prior to July 15th.
This is evidenced by details from an Order in Council of that date:

12
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The stamps for Promissory Noks & BU/s of Exchange shall bear as a device a
head ofthe Queen surrounded by a ribbon with the words "Bill Stamp CAnada", & they
shall be ofa pak blue cowur.
The denominations shall be in words beww the h«UU & in frgures in the two upper
corners. The figures for the cenJs shall be in Arabic & those for the dollars in Roman
numerals.
The stamps for the several denominatWns ofdollars shall be a size larger than
those for the several denominations of cenJs.
The denominatWns shall be 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 20, 30, 40 & 50 cenJs, and
1, 2 & 3 dollars. [4]

The replacement of the Roman numerals in the issued dollar value stamps
indicates that the fmal approval of the design possibly occurred only sometime
after the 15th. The July 19th letter quoted above speaks of the First Issue stamps
as "alnady prepared," but in view of this July 15th Order it seems likely that it was
perhaps a basic model that was approved by the 19th.
Further indication of a July date for the arrangements regarding the first bill
issue is a July 14th notice sent to banks. This letter informed the banks of the
impeding availability of the stamps and gave details of the licensing and
requisitioning requirements. The notice also stated:
The denominations will be I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 cenJs and 1,
2, 3 dollars. It is possible that aU the denominatWns may not be ready before the 1st
ofAugust, but those which have not been received will be ready for distribution within
a few days after that date.[5J

The suggested timing of the arrangements regarding the First Issue would have
left only a very short time for the preparation of the necessary quantities of
stamps, even by lithography. Evidence of the haste with which the stamps were
produced is given by the a comment made by the Deputy Receiver General in a
September 19th, 1864, letter to Matthews:
Some ofthe sheets havefallen into pieces, and many have adhered so cwsely that

it is not possible lo separate them & so they are not available for issue, but this may
be imparled lo the hurray [sic] & the gum being damp on despatch.(6J
The short time allowed to the printer would also account for the numerous
design varieties found in this issue. One highly significant and hitherto
unreported variety was described in an August 20th, 1864, letter:
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George Matthews Esq., Engraver, MonJreaL
Sir,

I take advantage ofyour presence here to hand you a spoiled sheet of IOOO[sic 1
Ten Cent Stamps (cancelled) for which I require a correct sheet. I also caU your
attention to the mistake in the 40 cents sheet -- 4th Row -- 5th Stamp is 30 cents. I
telegraphed to you on the 5th lnsL to make the necessary correction. Have the
goodness to give the stamps an overlooking before mailing, for they require much
careful attention, and the Government holds you solely and personally responsible, and
will look to you for security. Our printers continue to forward parcels, and the Stamps
appear aU right as far as examined, except that once or twice they have adhered to the
outside cover, and have been separated with difficulty.
T.D. Harington[?]

The first shipment of the First Issue was received by the government on the
25th of July. Howeve'r, as indicated by the followmg correspondence of that date
from the Office of the Auditor General, not all of the denominations were
received:
The Hon. Receiver General
Sir,

I have the honour to send herewith a box orparcel received by mail and stated to
contain the following BiU stamps:
500 sheets of I cent
1000 II
3 II
1000 II
6 II
1000 II
9 II
400 II
10 II
400 II
20 II

They should have been forwarded direct to you & I have given instmctions thatfor
the future this will always be true. The Order in Council makes you the custodian of
the Stamps which you will deliver upon requisiJions [illegible word] Board of Customs,
Excise & Stamps.
[Signature not legible][8]
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G. MaUhews, Montreal
Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt ofthe boxand parcel conJoining stamps
which you informed me in your letter ofthe 22nd inst. would be forwarded to me. For
the future I wish you to forward aU such parcels direct to the Hon. Sir Etienne Tache,
Receiver General.
To him be prepared to send a [illegible word] ofthe law stamps required upon
receiving [illegible word] to my note suggesting a [illegible word] of distinguishing
them.

JM. Langton[9)
As alluded to in the first of the July 25th letters, the Receiver General had
been designated in the July 15th regulations as the official custodian of the
stamps.[4] Shipments from this office to the official vendors of the stamps began
on the 27th. By that time the 30 and 40 cent stamps had apparently been
received, as these values (along with the 1, 3, 6, 9, 10 and 20) were included in
the ftrst shipments to vendors.[10] The letter accompanying one of the first such
shipments was numbered 368 in the official letterbook and read as follows:
W. Woods, Manager, Bank B.N. America, Quebec,
Sir,
lbegtosendyouherewith"BiUStamps"fortheundermentionedbranclusofyour
Bank on account ofrequisitions received by the Board of Customs, Excise & Stamps.
The supply from the engraver not answering the demand precludes our being able to
complete all requisitions; this however will be done as soon as the Dept. is fully
supplied.
Geo. C. Re{ffenstein[ll)

The proof that these were indeed the first shipments is provided by letter 366
in the same letterbook. This item, addressed to the Auditor General and dated
the 26th, read:

John Langton,
Dear Sir,
I am receipt ofa leiter since yesterday and a deposit this morningfrom Bank
Toronto, advising a requisition for stamps being sent to the Board of Customs & Excise
[and] requesting this OjJice to forward the stamps for circulation immediately. There.
is certainly no time to spare and I have no requisition yet from the Board for any
stamps at aU for any body.

BNA TOPICS
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Geo.C. Reiffenstein
Chief Debre Clerk
Recei~er General's Office[12]
This requisition from the "Board of Customs, Excise and Stamps" was required
before any stamps were to be shipped by the Receiver General's Office. The
regulations stated:
The stamps as recei~ed from the manufacturer shall be in the custody of the
General who shall give them out as they may be wanted upon requisitions
from the Board of Customs, Excise & Stamps, and shall keep a record of the number
of the stamps so deposited with & gi~en out by him.[4]
.
Recei~er

Later correspondence indicates that the other denominations of the First Issue
were first shipped by the ReceiVer General's office on the following dates[10]:
50¢, $1, $2, $3
2¢
7¢,8¢
4¢,5¢

August
August
August
August

1st
8th
15th
29th

Details of the exact dates on which the denominations were shipped to the
various vendors are given in an Appendix to be published in the Canadian
Revenue Newsletter. In each instance the actual dates on which the stamps first
became available to the public in each location could have varied from the
shipment date itself to a few days thereafter. The availability dates would have
depended on the distance from the government seat at Quebec City, the means
by which the stamps were shipped and the time taken for redistribution to branch
offices by the central office that received the stamps.
The final, confirming evidence for the provisional nature of the First Issue of
the bill stamps is provided by their recall when the second issue became available
in December of 1864. This was initiated at a December 7th meeting and formally
sanctioned by a December 12th Order in Council:
On a memorandumfrom the Board ofCustoms, Excise and Stamps, dated lOth.
instant, submitting the following Resolution adopted at their meeting of 7th December,
and concurred in by the Hon. the Minister of Finance:
The Steel Plates ofBill Stamps intended to replace the lillwgraphic ones at present
in use, being now ready, and the supply ofone ofthe denominations ofthe old Stamps
being alretldy exhausted, the Board recommend that the new Stamps be approved of
by his Excellency in Council, and issued, and that aU the old Stamps in the hands of
distributors on the 31st December next be called in and destroyed.
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The Commillee advise that the new Stamps a/JuJed /Q he approved and issw!d, and
the old stamps called in as recommended.[13]
It now seems a clear and unavoidable conclusion that the First Bill Issue was
nothing more than a stop gap or provisional issue. This explains why the
Canadian government, having used high quality recess printed postage stamps
since 1851, would use as its first bill stamps an issue so visibly crude in
appearance and so frequently flawed in its production.
One thing that has probably helped to hide the provisional nature of the First
Issue is that it appears to have remained in use well beyond the 31st of
December. Comppunding this is the appearance that the Second Issue did not
come ·into use until well into 1865. The Order just quoted sheds additional light
on this. Of great significance in this Order is the use of the word "distribu/Qrs.''
This term had a very specific meaning with respect to those who sold bill stamps
on behalf of the government. Regulations did not permit the government to sell
stamps directly to the public and classified those who did into two groups:

- "DistribuiiJrs,"
- "Persons purchasing to seU again.''[4]
With respect to the first of these groups the regulations specified:

The Postmasters, or such ofthem as may he appointed by the MinisterofFinance
shaU be distribu/Qrs of stamps, and /he Postmasters shaU be furnished with stamps &
shaU account for the stamps furnished /Q /hem through the Post Office Departme1d.
They shaU he required /Q render an account monthly & /Q deposit monthly or oftener
the amount received less /heir commission of Jive percent, and /he Post Office
Department shall keep an account with each distribu/Qr of the denominations &
amounts transmitted /Q him, & shaU render an account monlhly to the Auditor of
Public Accounts & shaU deposit/he receipts /Q the credit of /he Receiver General.[4]
With respect to persons who resold stamps bought by themselves the regulations
specified:

Whenever the Minister ofFinance shaU have authorized any person /Q buy stamps
at a discount in order /Q seU again, /he Board shall issue a requisition to /he Receiver
General for /he number of stamps required in favor of the person authorized, and the
Receiver General shall deliver them to such person or his authorized agent upon a
deposit being made of /he value of /he stamps less the 5 per cent discount.[4]
The stamps held by the latter group were not recalled. This would have
included the stocks held by banks as noted by letter 366 quoted earlier and the
July 14th notice sent to the banks. As these institutions would have logically used
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or sold the largest volume of stamps then it may have been sometime after
December of 1864 before the Second Issue was in widespread use.

PART 2: Evidence as to the Printer of the First Issue.
The printer of the First Issue of bill stamps was Burland, lAfricain and Company
of Montreal. This newly formed firm consisted of former employees of Matthews
and was in fact the direct successor to Matthews' own printing and lithographing
firm.
Burland, Lafricain's role as the printer of the First Issue was something of a
surprise to the government as noted in a September 19th letter to Matthews:
George Matthews Esq., Montreal.
Sir,
Having communicakd with Mr Langton the account sent in by you for printing
and also as to the quantity of Stamps ordered, it agrees with the Minute Book of the
Board of Excise etc. but, after very careful counting of the number sold and on hand
in this Deparlment, I find that the Two and Three cents must have been as I marked
in red ink. I am obliged, however, to return the account, which is made out in the
name of Burland Lafricain & Co. but even if this was right, your Certifu;ate is not
affued as to the correctness of the charge.
The Government does not know that Firm, but having orderedfrom, and look for
the execution and supply of the stamps to you alone, you are held solely and entirely
responsible, and the account must be rendered in your name, and to you payment wiU
be made. The absolule security, required in a matkr of so much importance as this,
cannot be overlooked, which is the more impemtive as there is no signature and the
Stamps are simply lithographed pieces ofpaper & therefore the Government employs
one agent, as a matter of safety, and you are that agent, to see to the work. The
printing is weU done, but the mistake in the 40 Cent plate has given some trouble..•
T.D. Harington, Deputy R.G.[6)

The second paragraph of the above letter and, in particular, the last paragraph
of the July 19th letter to Matthews (quoted earlier) indicates that he had been
contracted by the government as their sole agent with respect to the production
and supply of both the First and Second Issues of bill stamps. By extension it
then appears that Matthews then subcontracted or otherwise redistnbuted the
work to Burland, Lafricain and American Bank Note.
Matthews' holding of the contract is also reflected in the payments made for
the bill and law stamps as recorded in a government ledger held by the National
Archives in Ottawa:
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Oct 13/64

Matthews, George -- Engraver etc., Montreal. In payment ofhis acct
for lithographing & printing biU stamps for the Excise & Customs
etc.
2,512.11

Oct 14/64

Matthews, George -- Engraver etc., Montreal. In payment ofhis acct
for Lithographing, Engraving, & Gumming &c. Stamps for the
Customs Branch of the Finance Department to 13th Oct., 1864.
146.40 [14)

(Note: This entry covers a second, August 8th, order to Matthews for additional
supplies of the 1 through 20 cent values of the First Bill Issue.[15])
Nov 21/64

Matthews, George Engraver, Montreal. In payment of his acct to
16th Nov. Inst.for Engraving & Printing Law Stamps as per 27 &
28 Vic: cap.5.
6,775.50

Nov 22/64

Matthews, George Engraver, MontreaL To cover his acct to 18th
Nov 1864 for Engraving Steel Plates for BiU Stamps as ordered &
authorized by 27 & 28 Vtc: cap.4.
5,550.00 [14]

The above figures correspond with the following from the Public Accounts for
1864/65:
Geo. Matthews. For lithographing and printing Bill Stamps.
"
For engraving and printing Law Stamps.

8,208.51
6,775.50 [16)

Note that the $8,208.51 entry in the Accounts includes the $5,500 paid for the
recess printed Second Issue although the former mentions only the printing and
lithographing of bill stamps.
With respect to Burland, Lafricain, it appears that their position as a "subcontractor" to Matthews had just recently emerged. Prior to 1864, George
Burland was an employee of Matthews. Burland testified to this in an 1899 court
case when he himself stated that he "was in the employ of George Matthews."[17]
Burland's employment with Matthews ended in February of 1864 with the sale
of Matthews' establishment to the newly formed firm of Burland, Lafricain & Co.
A notice of this event appeared in the February 27th issue of the Montreal
Gazette:
NOTICE.GEORGE MAITHEWS, Engraver, Lithographer, and Copper-Plate
Printer, hereby informs the Public that he has disposed of his Business to Messrs.
BURLAND, LAFRICAIN & Co., who have been connected with his Establishment for
a great many years, and whom he most respectfuUy recommends as his Successors,
believing them in every way worlhy of confitknce, both as men of strict integrity, and
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as worbMn of tlut highest ortkr.
Monlretll, February 27, 1864
NOTICE OF CO-PARTNERSHIP.Notice is hereby given that lhe undersigned
have enJered into a Co-Partnership as ENGRAVERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, and
COPPER-PLATE PRINTERS, under the name and style of BURLAND, LAFRICAIN
& CO., and will carry on their Business, in aU ils branches, at the Old Stand, No.66
St. Francois Xavier Street (opposite lhe Post Off~ee), formerly occupied by G.
MATTHEWS, Esq.
GEORGE B. BURLAND
GEORGE LAFRICAIN
NATHANIEL BARBER
Montreal, Feb. 27, 1864.[18]

It also appears that the Canadian and British North American patents on the
"Canada Bank Nou Printing Tint' were included in this sale. Matthews had been

issued this patent on April 1st, 1857.[19] However, the text of BABN's August
7th, 1866, tender to the government indicates that Burland, Lafricain bad, by that
time, acquired the rights to the tint:
To that end [we] propose to use on Debentures and other worlc ofa like kind, as
also for canceUing Postage and others stamps, the patent colours, for the use of which
in Canada and the other British North American Provinces, Messrs. Burland,
L'Africain [sic] & Co. have the exclusive right reserved by Leiters Paunt, this being
the only absoluk prouction against counJetfeiling and allering Notes, Postage Stamps,
Debentures and other Documents'.[20)

The sale of his firm to Burlaud, Lafricain may have also precipitated a change
in Matthews' situation with respect to ABN. Prior to the sale, his association with
this company with regards to government work appears to have been more in the
nature of a commercial agent. After the sale, Matthews subcontracted
government work to ABN. Matthews pre-sale position as an agent probably also
extended to private sector work. It is not known if post-sale subcontracting also
occurred with the private work.
Matthews' affiliation with American steel engravers may have begun in 1852 or
1853 as the Montreal directory for 1853 contains the following entries:
ENGRAVERS AND LITHOGRAPHERS
Matthews [sic], George, 6 St. Francois Xavier.
Toppan, Casilear, Carpenkr & Co., bank note engravers,
6 St. Francois Xavier.[21]
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The latter is described in Boggs as an American firm based in Philadelphia and
New York City.[22)
George Matthews had established his firm in 1840. The Montreal Directory for
1842/43 gave his address as "10 St. Fmncois Xavier", this became 11 in the 1843/44
directory. From 1844 through 1846 his address was listed as "12 St. Fmncois
Xavkr" and from 1847 through 1852 a "19 Great St. James" address was given.
Prior to 1853, entries for Matthews in the Montreal directories do not make any
mention of an affiliated American firm. However, the Canada Directory for 1851
lists engraving on steel as one of Matthews' capabilities. This may be an
indication of a pre-1852 connection with an American firm. In the 1854 Montreal
directory the street number for both Matthews and his American affiliate becomes
66 and in 1856-57 the American firm is entitled Carpenter, Casilear & Co.[23)
Beginning with its 1857-58 edition the Montreal Directory no longer lists
Matthews' affiliation. However, the Canada Directory for that same year
contained a full-page advertisement which indicated that Matthews was now
affiliated with the New York steel engraving firm of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch &
Edson (RWH&E). With the exception of this advertisement, R WH&E does not
appear in the directory. Instead, Matthews' entry appears under two separate
headings, namely: "Bank Note Engmver" and "Engravers and Copperplate
Printers."[24)
A document presented by Boggs on pages 101 through 107 of his 1945 work,
"The Postal Stamps and Postal History of Canada", indicates that when RWH&E
became part of ABN on May 1st, 1858, Matthews was given the option of joining
the new company. Apparently, Matthews did not join ABN and remained merely
its Canadian agent. This is indicated by a September 1st, 1858, document which
Boggs paraphrases on page 107:
George Mathews [sic] in charge ofthe MontreaiBmnchagreed loa modification
ofhis contract permitting the Company 'to meet any competition which may arise' 'particularly in Canada West provided his righls as Patentee of the Green Tint are
respected.'

Evidence of Matthews' status as ABN's agent is given by _correspondence and
the payment made in respect of the 1862 printing of Province of Canada treasury
notes (a type of debenture). As with the 1864 bill and law stamps these notes
were ordered through Matthews in October of 1862 and delivered to the
Government by Matthews at the end of November.[25] However, unlike the bill
and law stamps, the payment for the treasury notes appears to have been made
out in the name of ABN rather than to Matthews:
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Quebec, 12 January 1863
George Matthews, Engraver, Montreal
Sir, I am directed by the Receiver General to enclose you a cheque for
$1435.38/100, being in payment ofthe account ofthe American Bk. Note Company for
printing the Provincial [Treasury] Notes for which please to send receipt.
T .D. Harington[26]

This is corroborated by the Public Accounts for 1863 which gave:
Receiver General.
To enable him to pay the American Bank Note Company for pltztes and printing
Provincial Debentures.
1,435.38 [27)

In November of 1863, this pattern was once again repeated with the .
government ordering provincial debentures through Matthews. The plates for
these debentures were produced by simply modifying those used for the 1862
treasury notes.[28]
Given the insistence displayed by officials with respect to the bill and law stamp
payments to be made to Matthews in 1864, the phrasing of the 1863 payment
would imply that American Bank Note held the printing contract for the treasury
notes directly from the Canadian government. An analogous situation occurred
in 1864 where, at the same time as the government insisted quite strongly that
Matthews be the sole recipient of the monies due for the bill and law stamps,
American Bank Note continued to be paid directly for the production of postage
stamps. The relevant entries in the Postmaster General's Report for 1864/65 and
1865166, respectively, were:
American Bank Note.
Manufacturing leUer and newspaper stamps for the P.O.D.
American Bank Note Co. Postage Stamps.

2,743.78
2,630.11 [29)

By extension, these entries imply that American Bank Note continued to hold
the postage stamp contract whereas the new law and bill stamps had been
contracted out to Matthews.
Matthews position as intermediary between the government and ABN began
in late 1859 or early 1860 following the removal of the government to Quebec
from Toronto. A search of the letterbooks held by the National Archives
indicates that up until late 1859 the Receiver General's Office dealt directly with
ABN, or its predecessor RWH&E. The latest of these letters were dated October
3rd and 19th of that year.[30]
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In keeping with these communications, payments for the work were made
directly to ABN rather than through Matthews, as had been done for the 1862
treasury notes.[31]
Subsequent to the October 1859 letters, the responsibility for the arrangements
regarding the Receiver General's work was transferred to Matthews. The earliest
discovered indication of this is given by a June 13th, 1860, letter in which the
Deputy Receiver General ordered the printing of "a further supply of the new
bonds" to be taken to London, England by the Finance Minister.(32)
Matthews' role as intermediary appears to have been limited to work of the
Finance Department and did not extend to that of the Post Office. The latter
continued to deal directly with ABN in New York. This is evident from
numerous letters from the Post Office Department, examples of which include:
21 November 1863
W.R. Bliss, Seery, ABN

I am directed by the PMG to request that you will be so good as to prepare and
forward to this Dept. a further supply of Postage Stamps of the following
denominations, viz.
Five
One
Two
Two

hundred thousand
miUion
hundred thousand
hundred thousand

One cent stamps
Five "
"
Ten "
"
Twelve & a half cents "
Wm. White[33]

16 February 1864
W.R. Bliss
I am directed to enclose herewith Dft. No.149 on the Bank ofCommerce N.Y. for
$479.50 in payment of your accounts for postage. stamps. Please be so good as to
acknowledge receipt.
Wm. White[34)

Despite the sale of his firm to Burland, Lafricain, Matthews appears to have
continued as ABN's Canadian agent. This status continued through 1864 and
possibly sometime into 1865. The Montreal directory for 1864-65 (current as of
July 1st, 1864) .continued to list Matthews as a "Bank Note Engraver' whereas
Burland, Lafricain had replaced him in the "engraver' category.[35] All
references to bank note engravers of any description were eliminated in the 1865-
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66 Montreal directory (June 21st, 1865) and Matthews appeared merely as a
resident of the city.[36) However, the 1865-66 Canada Classified Directory
contained the following:
Agents, American Bank Note Company:
Burland, lAfricain & Co. 117 SL Francois Xavier.[31]

A comparison of the 1864-65 and 1865-66 Montreal directories indicates that
this "new" address was merely a result of the renumbering of St Francois Xavier
Street.
The transfer of the ABN agency from Matthews to Burland, Lafricain did not
apparently include the transfer of the revenue stamp contracts. Instead, the
government now dealt directly with ABN in New York, as it was already doing
so with respect to its supply of postage stamps. The earliest indication of this is
given by a March 1st, 1865, letter from the Auditor General:
Secretary, American Bank Note Co., New York
Sir, I have the honor to request that you will strike off& forward to the Receiver
General Bill stamps of the following tknominations.
1 cenJ - - 2,000 sheets of 100
2 "
1,500
"
3 "
3,000
"
4 "
1,500
"
1,500
"
5 "
6 "
3,000
"
7 "
1,500
"
8 "
1,500
"
9 "
2,500
"
10 "
1,500
"
20 "
1,500
,,
30 "
1,000
"
40 "
500
"
so "
500
"
200
$1 tt
"
$2 "
100
"
$3 "
100
"
Also lAw stamps of the following tknominations....
I have also to request that you will prepare a plate of 70 cents & one of90 cents
and strike off 200 sheets of each and of aU the four descriptions of lettering. We are
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not particularly pressed for any of these excepting for BiJJ stamps of 1 & 6 cents of
which the supply is tunning low. II would be weU to strike these offfirst & to complete
the ortkr for BiJJ stamps before you begin sending any Law stamps.
John Langton[38]

Burland, Lafricain's status as agent for ABN ended with their 1866
involvement in the formation of BABN.[39] Details regarding the formation of
this Canadian steel engraving company will be presented in a future paper.

PART 3: The Piecemeal Nature of Pre-1868 Government Security Printing
Contracts.
The implication of the events described previously is that no all-inclusive
contract existed between American Bank Note and the Canadian government.
Rather, it seems that separate, distinct contracts or agreements were drawn up for
individual items or groups of items as the need for them arose. The first motions
for the signing of ·an all-inclusive security printing contract with a Canadian
printer were made in 1866. However, as will be discussed in a subsequent paper,
such a contract did not materialize unti11868.
In the year 1866167 both ABN and BABN did security printing for the
Canadian government. The most unusual of the items produced in this year were
the provincial currency notes, as authorized by 29-30 Victoria, 1866, chapter 10
(Figure 3). In anticipation of this Act, arrangements were made with ABN in
New York for the preparation of the required steel dies and plates.[40] However,
following an August 17th acceptance by BABN of a government proposition for
the terms of a contract, John Langton, the Auditor General travelled to New
York to arrange for the final preparation of the plates and their transfer to
Canada.(41] The terms of the agreement between ABN and the government
regarding this transfer specified that:
-"The plates wiJJ always be in the custody of an off~eer of [the] Government,"

and that,
-"No use shaU be m1Jde of the plates excepting to take off impressions, and thaJ any
additional copies of the plates which may be required for this issue beyond those now
to be furnished, shaU be furnished by the American Bank Note Company."

and finally,
- Thai all plates heretofore engraved by this Company for the use of the Government
of Canada, are to remiJin in the possession of this Company, and aU work required
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from the same is to be eucuted by this Company, until/he propo~d ConfederaJion of.
the Provinces shaU take place, at which time all of said plates are to be canceUed.[40]

This last point of the agreement clearly relates to plates of all types, including
postage and other stamps. However, this provision was obviously not fully acted
upon as the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario continued to use the Province of
Canada law stamps until 1869n1.
The plates for the new provincial currency were shipped to the Receiver
General's Office and not to BABN. Acknowledgements of the receipt of a total
of thirty-four plates were sent by the Deputy Receiver General on September
11th, October 12th, 19th and 27th, 1866.[42]
These currency notes were probably the first printing done by BABN on behalf
of the Canadian provincial government. The government was in such a dire need
of the notes that it authorized its distnbutor, the Bank of Montreal, to overprint
newly printed supplies of their own bank notes as provisional provincial notes.[ 43]
The issuance of these provisional notes was authorized by Order in Council to
commence on September 15th, 1866.[44] However, a government "Issue Account'
statement lists the first weekly return of"Notes Issued by the Bailie.During the Week"
as occurring on October lOth, 1866. This last item would imply that the
provisionals may not have been issued until October.[45)
The first regular provincial notes, as printed by BABN, were shipped to the
Bank of Montreal by the Receiver General's Office on October 30th, 1866.[46]
While the ABN plates were used by BABN for the $1 through. $20 notes, the
Canadian company engraved its own tint plates for these denominations and
complete plates for the $50, $100 and $500 notes.[47] More details regarding
these currency notes can be found in The Charlton Standard Catalogue of
Canadian Government Paper Money.
At about the same time as BABN was printing the currency notes it also
produced a new issue of debentures. This is noted in the Public Accounts for
1866/67.[51] These debentures were intended to be issued on September lOth,
1866, but, as in the case of the currency notes, they were delayed. This situation
is evidenced by the August lOth, 1866, advertisement of the sale of these
debentures. This advertisement noted that: ''Deposit receipts wiU be given by the
Receiver Geneml, countersigned by the Minister of FiMnce, to be held by the
purchasers until the debentures are ready for delivery•.."[48]

With respect to the Lower Canada Registration stamps no printer is specified
in the Public Accounts. However, this appears to have been an omission made
in the transfer to the Accounts from the original ledgers as one of these ledgers
contained the January 4th, 1867, entry:
The British American Bank Note Co.
Being on accl for Printing & Engraving Stamps, Notes & Debentures. $20,000.00 [49]
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The reference to stamps could only be to the registration stamps as the BABN
versions of Canada's bill and postage stamps were not produced until 1867/68.
In the Public Accounts the ledger entry is merged with several others into two
entries for notes and debentures respectively, without any mention of stamps.[50]
BABN's production of these stamps is confirmed by the. imprint piece
illustrated in Figure 4. Provision for the production of stamps (of unspecified
form or purpose) was included in the October 22nd regulations governing the
supervision of BABN's work.[51] Use of the registration stamps were prescribed
by a November 3rd, 1866, Order in Council. This Order stated that these stamps:
.....will be ready for distribution and sale before the close of the present year, His
Excellency in Council was pleased to order, and it is hereby ordered that on, from and
after the first day of January next, the duties imposed by the above Order in Council
of the 17th August filst shall in all the Registration Counties or Registration Divisions
of Lower Canada be paid in stamps on(y.[52]

At the same time as the currency notes, debentures and registration stamps
were being produced by BABN, the American Bank Note Company continued to
produce Canada's postage, bill, and law stamps, with the exception, of course, of
the first or provisional bill stamps. The Report of the Postmaster General for
1866/67 noted:
American Bank Note Co.
Engraving postage stamps for P.O. Department.

1,699.03 [53]

The Public Accounts for 1866/67 and 1867/68, respectively, noted:
Hon. Sir N.F. Beileau.
To enable him to pay the American Bank Note Company, for bill
stamps furnished.
467.00
Hon. Receiver General.
To enable him to pay the American Bank Note Company for Law
and Bill Stamps furnished.
622.22 (54]

Correspondence gleaned from letterbooks held by the National Archives
indicate that between October 1866 and December 1867 a total of four shipments,
each comprising both bill and law stamps, were made by ABN. In each instance
the payment by the govemment was sent directly to ABN in New York.[55]
It is obvious from the foregoing discussion that the Canadian government did
not have a single, all-encompassing security printing contract with a steel
engraving company prior to its 1868 contract with BABN. Rather, work was
assigned on a piecemeal basis to satisfy needs as they arose. This is summarized
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in Table 1.
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Table 1:
summary of Some of the Major Pre-1868 Holders of Canadian Government
Security Printing Contracts
Debentures
and
Treasury
Notes

?

---->

1859
RWH&E/ABN

1860

---->

Law Stamps

1866
BABN

---->

1866
ABN (Plates}
BABN (Plates &
Printing}

Provincial
currency

Postage
stamps

---->

1863
ABN
(Matthews as
Agent}

1851

---->

RWH&E

1858

1858

----------------->
ABN

---->

1864
George Matthews
(Subcontracted
to ABN}

First Issue
Bill Stamps

1864
George Matthews
(Subcontracted
to BurLaf}

Second Issue
Bill Stamps

1864
George Matthews
(Subcontracted
to• ABN}

1865
ABN

1865

---->
ABN

1867

---->

Lower Canada
Registration
Stamps
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1868

1866
BABN

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994 / NO 4

Examples of the First Issue or Bill Stamps
(courtesy of W. C. Walton).
Figure 1
Figure 2

Figure 3: Die proof of the two dollar provincial currency note, issued 1866.
Note the BABN imprint at left and the ABN imprint at bottom centre
(courtesy or W. D. Allan).

WANTED
" Canadian Covers Pre 1960
" Stationery
• Have Same For Sale
R.F. NARBONNE

Telephone: 1-613-257-5453
- Since 1962 -

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY
216 Mailey Drive, Carleton Place, Ontario K7C 3X9
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Figure 4: Imprint block of the fifteen cent Lower Canada Registration stamp
(courtesy of W. C. Walton).
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Postal Usage during Canada's Decimal Period
Part 7 - Letters to the U.K. - Registered
George B. Arfken and Arthur W. Leggett
Registration - Se. The 12e registry fee ended in January 1866. Post Office
Department Order No. 66 [1, 26-B), January 12, 1866, announced that the registry
fee on letters to the U.K. would be reduced to 8e effective February 1, 1866.
(fhe Order actually described the reduction as "from six pence to four pence
sterling, equal to eight cents.") The Department Order also stated "No Letter can
be received for Registration unless both Postage and Registration fee are fully
prepaid." (Italics in original.) The Decimal era continued only 26 months a fter
the introduction of this 8e registry fee, a relatively short time interval. Decimal
covers to the U.K. paying this 8e registration rate are rare.
The new 8e registration rate is illustrated in Figure 1 with a registered cover
addressed to Dublin, Ireland. The cover was posted in Port Rowan, NO 26 1866.
Endorsed "By Canadian Line," the 12%e Canadian packet postage was paid with
a 12%e Decimal. The 8e registry fee was paid with te, 2e and 5e Decimals. The
Firby Recording [2] lists only six single rate Canadian packet covers paying the
8e registry fee with stamps and a seventh cover paying the 8e registry fee in cash.
This seventh cover was illustrated by Whitworth [3].
The new, reduced registry fee also applied to covers going to the U.K. by
Cunard packet. Figure 2 shows a registered cover from Montreal, OC 29 66,
addressed to Edinburgh, Scotland. The double Cunard rate (for not over 1 oz.)
was paid with two 17e Decimals. The 8e registry fee was paid with a 5e and
three le Decimals. The cover was carried on the Cunard "&otia" from New
York.
This cover received three straight line REGISTEREDs, stamped in Canada.
There is also a curved REGISTERED and a crown, stamped in red in Scotland.
The Firby Recording [2] lists only two Cunard rate Decimal covers registered at
the 8e rate. The cover shown in Figure 2 is the only cover with the 17e rate
postage fully paid and the only 17e rate cover with the registry fee paid by
stamps. This 8e registration rate for covers to the U.K. continued through 1877.
On January 1, 1878, the rate was reduced to 5e.
A New Weight Scale. Department Order No. 66 also announced that the
weight scale bad been changed, effective eleven days earlier! Instead of requiring
that letters to the U.K. be paid for not over % oz., 1 oz., 2 oz., 3 oz. etc., letters
were permitted to be paid one rate per half ounce, including 1% oz., 2% oz. etc.
Previously a letter just over 1 oz. was required to pay four times the % oz. rate
postage (not over 2 oz.). A1; of January 1, 1866, that same letter would be
charged triple rate (not over 1% oz.)
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In 1963, C.M. Jephcott illustrated an 1862 registered cover to England franked
with four 12112e Decimals [4]. There are two interpretations of this cover. (1)
The four stamps paid a 4-fold rate, not over 2 oz. The 12%e registry fee was paid
in cash. However, there is no marking on the cover to show that cash was paid.
(2) One stamp paid the registration. The remaining three stamps paid for over
1 oz., not over 1% oz., contrary to regulations. For a cover over 1 oz., not over
2 oz., the required postage was 50e or four 12%e Decimals. Did the cover get
by? There is a *9~ in the upper left comer of Jephcott's cover. This might just
be a notice of the amount due Canada, 9 pence, for the short payment.
Also, on his President's page [4], Jephcott shows a beautiful double rate 1868
cover to Ireland with the 8t registry fee paid with four 2e Decimals!
Mandatory Registration. With a circular dated Sept. 24,1867, the Postmasters
of Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto and Hamilton were notified that
letters to the U.K. containing coins must be registered [1, 31-C). If not registered
in Canada, such letters would be registered in the U.K. and charged double the
registry fee. The effective date was Oct. 1, 1867. The authors do not know of
any examples of this mandatory registration (in the U.K.) during the last few
months of the Decimal Period. Several examples of Small Queen covers
registered in England (and charged double rate) have been reported.
The authors are grateful to Horace W. Harrison for letting us use his rare
covers to illustrate this 8e registry fee in the Decimal era. The two covers shown
here are also illustrated in Canada's Registry System [5].
References
[1] The Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada, Volume 2, Winthrop S.
Boggs, Chambers Publishing Co. 1945.
[2] The Postal Rates of Canada: 1851 - 1868, The Provincial Period - A
Recording, Charles G. Firby, 1984.
[3] "The First Decimal Issue of Canada, 1859 to 1868," Part 2, Geoffrey
Whitworth, Maple Leaves vo1.20, pp. 303-308, October 1987.
[4] 'The President's Page," C.M. Jephcott, BNA Topics vol. 20, p.60, March 1963.
[5] Canada's Registry System, Collected by Horace W. Harrison, Hennok's Series
of Postal History Collections /5, 1987.
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Figure 1. Posted in Port Rowan, NO 26 1866 and addressed to Dublin,
Ireland. The cover was endorsed "By Canadian Line" and paid the proper
12%e. The cover was registered and paid the 8e registry fee in stamps.
Carried on the Allan "Hibernian" out of Portland, Me.
(Courtesy of Horace W. Harrison.)
-:- .

Figure 2. A registered double Cunard rate cover from Montreal, OC 29 66,
addressed to Edinburgh, Scotland. The 8e registry fee was paid in stamps.
Carried on the Cunard "ScotitJ" out of New York.
(Courtesy of Horace W. Harrison.)
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Part 8 - Soldier's Letters
George B. Artken and Arthur W. Leggett
In 1795, a British Act of Parliament granted a special1d letter rate to British
soldiers and seamen [1]. The basic features of the British Act were:
1. postage of one penny prepaid and limitation of % oz. weight, on letters
to or from soldiers and seamen,
2. certification by commanding officer on letters from soldiers or seamen,
3. commissioned officers NOT eligible for this rate.
Figure 1 shows a Soldier's Letter from R. Hunns, a Sergeant Major in the 30th
Regiment. The cover, a mourning cover, was properly certified and franked with
two 1e Decimals. The posting date is illegtble but a London receiving backstamp
of JUY 30 62 indicates that the cover was carried by the Allan "Hibernian." The
"Hibernian" sailed from Quebec July 19 and arrived at Liverpool July 29. It
should be noted that the 2e Soldier's Letter postage did not cover any U.S. transit
fee. These Soldier's Letters went by Canadian packet.
·
Firby's Recording [2] shows 25 Soldier's Letters to the U.K. franked with two
1e Decimals and three letters franked with a 2e Decimal. In addition there was
one registered Soldier's Letter. The 2¢ postage and 8¢ registration were paid
with a 10e Prince Consort.
Canada's Department Circular No. 60, January 1, 1865 [3] extended the
Soldier's Letter rate to "letters to and from volunteer militia employed on active
service." The Circular was written to match the conditions set forth in British
regulations for the British troops. There was one additional condition. For the
volunteer militia, the 2e Soldier's Letter rate applied only to "letters addressed
to, or sent by, them within the Province of Canada." (Italics in the original
Circular.) A Soldier's Letter from Private Charles Hawley, No.7 Company, 2nd
Adm. Battalion is shown in Figure 2. Properly certified and franked with a 2e
Decimal, the letter was posted in Niagara, C.W. on FE 9 65. There is a Whitby,
C.W., FE 10 65 receiving backstamp.
The 2e Decimal shown here had been issued August 1, 1864. Referring to
domestic Soldier's Letters, Firby had recorded four letters from a soldier franked
with two le Decimals and 13 letters franked with a 2e Decimal. Soldier's Letters
included letters to soldiers. O f these, Firby recorded four franked with two 1e
Decimals and three franked with a 2e Decimal.
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Figure 1. A Soldier's Letter posted in Toronto by Sergeant Major R. Hunns.
The required 2e postage was paid with two te Decimals. The letter was
carried by the Allan "Hibernian" out of Quebec July 19.
London JUY 30 62 backstamp.

jiiijiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Figure 2. A Soldier's Letter posted in Niagara, C.W., FE 9 65 by Private
Charles Hawley. The cover was properly certified and franked with a 2e
Decimal. Whitby, C.W., FE 10 65 backstamp.
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BOOK REVIEWS
by Victor Willson
History of the Calgary Philatelic Society by Dale Speirs. Published by the Calgary
Philatelic Society, 1992. CAN$2 plus CAN$2 post~ge from the Calgary Philatelic
Society, Box 6830, Calgary, ALTA T2P 2E7. ISBN 0-9695986-0-2.
This work of 64 pages traces the Calgary Philatelic Society's history from 1922
to the date of publication, 1992. The quality of the paper is excellent and the
illustrations and photos good to excellent. The basic text is chronological, with
appendices of important dates, officers, awards, a biography of the founder,
membership totals, and a summary of BNAPS affiliations of the CPS. The cover
size is 7.5" by 5.5". The work is thoughtfully written and does well its job, to
p reserve the first 70 years activities o f the CPS. Small monographs such as this one
serve an important and usefu l function in organized philately, to archive the names
of collectors and of organizations. One never knows how such information can be
used to further philately, but it is clear that such is the case.
One aspect that I wo uld like to have seen, but that may not even have been
possible to document, was a listing of Grand Prize or equivalent winners at the
CPS-sponsored shows. Such in formation often greatly assists in documenting what
was being collected and who collected it. Of course, better yet is a listing of all
exhibits, but the space for such may be too dear. Regardless, this is a fine effort,
and Dale is to be congratuled. (Note: this book was received two years ago, and
review was not completed in a timely manner; the editor regrets the delay.)
The History of the Toronto Stamp Collectors· Club 1892-1992 by Gray Scrimgeour.
Published by the Toronto Stamp Collectors· Club, 1994. Ava ilable from GeorgeS.
Wegg Ltd, 53 Adelaide St. East, Toronto ONT MSC 1K6. CAN$25 or US$20
(postpaid) softcover, CAN$45 or US$32 (postpaid) hardcover. ISBN 0-921641-02-8
A companion piece to the book reviewed above, this work of 153 pages in large
10.5'' by 8.5" format must cover more history than the Calgary Philatelic Society's.
A lovely multicolour cover makes a fine first impression. The paper is a good
quality unsurfaced medium weight stock, upon which a desktop published

(continued on page 43)
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The Half Cent Large Queen Watermark How Many are there?
Wayne Smith
In the past several years, only a few copies of this elusive stamp have been
offered on the market. In some of the auctions, the auctioneers has noted the
quantity he felt represented the total known, always being 12 or less. This article
will describe the 15 copies the author bas recorded. The fact that 5 of the 15 are
unused is quite unexpected. The 1he on watermark paper was likely printed and
sold around the same time as the other Large Queens on watermark paper, yet
unused copies represent less than 5% of the total recorded for each of the other
values.
The history of when offered for sale for each stamp is given under its
description. The dealer codes are:
D1 = J.N.Sissons, D2 = R.Maresch and Sons, D3 = H.R.Harmer, D4 = Steve
Ivy, D5 = R.A.Siegal, D6 = F.E.Eaton, D7 =Saskatoon Stamps, DB= Christie,
D9 = Ron Leith, D10 = Art W. Leggett.
Unused
1) Letter 'C', very fine centered, little gum, one short perf on left side behind
Queens head. D1-Nov 17n1 Firth collection, D1-Nov 1n3 Hussey collection, D20ct 23/86 Smith collection.
2) Almost full 'S', some short perfs on left side near top, perfs in on right and
close on bottom, tiny pin point thin. D2-May 17/89 Siverts collection.
3) Letter not known, small stain on bead, perfs just in on left and very close at
top, a couple perfs at bottom a bit blunt. D3-0ct 27/68, D4-May 19/86.
4) Almost full letter 'B', slight surface rub or unclear print, very fme centering
with right margin slightly larger than others, perf under letters 'EN' blunt. D2Aug 27/80 Lussey collection.
5) Letter'S', upper left comer added, small tear, perf close at right. D1-Feb
11n5 Green collection, D1-0ct 6n6, D2-Jan 27/88.
One other watermark copy was offered in a November 1983 private treaty sale.
It was fme to very fine centering, a bit close on right. This stamp had been given
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the wrong catalogue number on an expectation certificate and was really just an
unused thin paper variety. I have been told the dealer tried to sell it as
watermarked over a lengthy period but was unsuccessful.

1) Letter 'MI' and part 'L', very fine centered, tiny tear, small thin and a short
perf near center on both sides, smudgy cork cancel in both upper comers and
area around Queens chin. D1-Nov 11n1 Firth collection, D2-Jan 27/88.

2) Large part 'LU', perfs well clear all around but larger margin on right than
left, some short perfs on left side near bottom, duplex grod type cancel covering
most of the Queens head and upper left part of stamp, cancel is nearly horizontal.
D3-Mar 1/50 Reford collection, D5-Nov 27/67 Binghan Jr. collection, D2-Jul 77
private treaty.
3) Letter 'A', small tear, nicely centered with even margins all around, short perfs
in top and bottom margins, a light thin bar duplex type cancel over center of
stamp with part of a CDS. D9-Mar 16190 (withdrawn- no note of tear), D6-May
25/90.
4) Letter 'H', perfs in at right, most perfs blunt on top, light crease, CDS cancel
in lower left quarter of stamp with date and city unclear. D6-Dec 7/87.
5) Letter unknown, perfs just touch at left and are in at top, minor foxing,
segmented cork cancel in upper right quarter of stamp. D3-0ct 27/83.
6) Almost full'S', reperf at top, very light diagonal crease, couple blunt perfs at
bottom, perfs in at right, duplex type grid cancel covers almost all of the stamp
except lettering at bottom. D~Jun 10/81, D7-fall 81 private treaty.
7) Rejoined pair- right stamp with 'C' and part 'L', small tear on wmk stamp,
margins clear all around, besides being watermarked the paper is described as
thick white blotting paper, the pair has two partial strikes of Montreal duplex
D3-0ct 3/50 Reford collection, 03-Nov 1n1 Hudson
cancel dated MY
collection, D~Apr 9/87.

zno.

8) Letter unknown, perfs in at left and just in at top, light duplex type grid cancel
angled to lower right covers face and lower right comer. D3-0ct 3/50 Reford
collection.
9) Almost full 'S', perfs in at right and just touch at bottom, stamp originally had
many short perfs in top and bottom but has been reperfed, wide left margin,
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crease, bas light cds cancel - unclear date in lower left and bars covering face and
upper right. 01-0ec4n4, 02-Sep 29n6, 02-Jul83 private treaty, 02-May 30184,
010-stock Nov 85, 07-1986 stock.
The stamp was reperfed between the 1974 sale and the 1976 sale but was not
noted until the 1984 sale.
10) Part 2letters, couple blunt perfs on right, margins just touch at top, a rathe r
heavy horizontal grid cancel covers almost all of the stamp except lower left
comer. 08-Mar 19/93- stated to be ex Keene collection.
The BNA Topics of Jan 59 notes that a %It Large Queen watermark was sold
by Canada Stamp Co. of Willowdale, Ont. in a Oct 1958 auction for $510. I have
no other information on this auction. If anyone can provide help with additional
information on this stamp or any of the stamps listed above it would be much
appreciated as would details on any examples not listed above.
Wayne Smith
P.O.Box 104,
Don Mills, Out.,
Canada M3C 2R6

(continued from page 40)
manuscript has been carefully put togethe r. The text is liberally laced with
photocopies of mementos and covers related to the Toronto Club's development,
along with a few photos. Some of the latter suffer a bit from not having been
half-toned, but that is a minor consideration in the overall pleasing effect of the
work. Most of the well-known Canadian philatelists of the last century grace the
pages somewhere, and the reading is engrossing, particularly for those who have
some connection to members past and present. Information about auctions,
collections, collectors, and even stamps are provided as samplers of what was of
concern to members throughout the century. For many years the programs are
summarized, with names and collections that were discussed. The appendices are
loaded with club historical information, including winners of the Bayley Trophy,
award ed for side line collect ions, with the collect ing topic. A selection of
membership rosters for about 10-25 year intervals gives a nice flavor of who
belonged.
As commented upon earlier, works such as this arc important to Canadian
philately. Santayana's dictum about forgeting history is important, but equally
important is the necessity to remember our past as a basis for culture. We share the
traditions and interests o f our collecting forebears to a great extent, and
remembering where we have been is essential to know who we are and where we
mjght go.
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DNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT
P.O. Box 66660
Stoney Creek Postal Outlet
STONEY CREEK, ONTARIO
CANADA L8G 5E6
REFERENCE CATALOGUES
COOL-Special catalogue of Cdn. P.O. First Day Covers
MELLONE'S-Official Canadian Post Cachets •
FDC Ident. & Pricing Guide
VAN DAM-Cdn. Revenue Stamp Cat. 1991
WALBURN-Standard Canada Precancel Cat.
WEBB-Postal Stationery Cat. of Canada
and Newfoundland NEW 6th Edition
SI'AMP REFERENCE BOOKS
ARFKEN-Canada's Small Queen Era 1870-1897
ARNELL-Stearn and The North Atlantic Mails
ARNELL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #1
ARNELL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #2
ARNElL-Transatlantic Study Group Handbook #3
BAILEY & TOOP-The Canadian Military Post Vol. #2, 1919-1945
BAILEY & TOOP-Canadian Military P.O. to 1986
BNAPS Slogan Study Grou~logan Postal Markings 1920-1930
BNAPS Slogan Study Grou~logan Postal Markings 1931-1940
BNAPS Slogan Study Grou~logan Postal Markings 1941-1953
BNAPS Slogan Study Grou~logan Postal Markings
Consolidated 1912-1953
BO~enCW~rintsofBNA

BRADLEY-Canadian Map Stamp of 1898, A Plating Study
CANADA Post Ofnce Guide 1852-Reprint
CANADA: The 1967 Definitive Issue (Keene-Hughes Rev.)
CHUNG-REICHE-The Canadian Postage Due Stamps
DAVIS-Canada Special Delivery
DAY & SMYIUIES-Fancy Cancellation of the 19th Century
DUCKWOR'IB-The Large Queen Stamps & Their Use 1868-1872
GtJTLMAN-Canadian Patriotic Postcard Handbook
GUTZMAN-The Canadian Picture Postcard Catalogue 1992
HENNOK-Postal History Series
#2 Earl E. Palmer-Upper & Lower Canada CrossBorder Mail to 1851
113 A L Steinhart-The Postal History of the
Postcard in Canada 1871-1911
#4 J. C. ArneU-Transatlantic Staropless Mail to
and from the United States of America
#5 Horace W. Harrison-Canada's Registry System
#6 StewartS. Kenyon-Pioneer Mail in Western Canada
#7 Dr. F. G. Stulberg-Upper & Lower Canada
Steamboat Mail to the 1860's
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RETAlL CDN$
8.75
6.25
11.50
7.75
17.00

155.00
78.00
9.75
23.00
23.00
63.00
15.00
20.00
15.00
19.95
20.00
16.00
26.50
17.00
18.00
10.75
39.50
10.75
130.00
13.50
12.95

25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00

IDLLMAN-The Post Office Department and the Parliamentary
Record in Canada from 1780 to 1925
IDUSON-The Small Queens 1870-1897
JOHNSON & TOMASSON-Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials
KELL-The Postal History of the District of Assiniboia 1882-1902
LEUR-Postage Stamps and Cancellations of P.E.I.
Les Oblita-atJoos Cirwlarles Des Bureaux de Poste
du Quebec- 1979-1989
Lettres Sous Le Regime Francais et Premieres Marques Postales
du Bas-Canada-Guy Des Rlvleres
LUDLOW-Catalogue 0f Canadian Railway Cancellations
LUDLOW-RPO-Supplement 1: Combined Annexes I-IX
MACDONALD-Nova Sootia Post: Its Offices, Masters, & Marks
1700-1867
MACMANUS-Post Offices of New Brunswick 1783-1930
MANLEY-Canadian Precancel Postal Stationery Handbook
MURRAY-Post Office on P.E.I. 1787-1990
NEWMAN-The Bickerdike Papers
O'REILLY-Northwest Territories Postal Cancellations 1907-1986
PRA1T-The Newfoundland Pence Issue
ROWE-Postal History of the Canadian Contingents
in the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902
SESSIONS-The Early Rapid Cancelling Machines of Canada
SMI1H-Ontario Post Offices Vol. I An Alphabetical listing
SMITII-Ontario Post Offices Vol. n By Country & District
SMim-Both Volumes
STEINHART-The Postal History of the Postcard in Canada 1871-1911
STEINHART-The Admiral Era: A Rate Study
STEINHART-Civil Censorship in Canada During WW I
SYMONDS-The Canada Postal Act & Post Offices 1878 and
the Canada Split Ring Proofs
TOPPING & ROBINSON-British Columbia Post Offices
1991 Revised Edition
TOI,PING & ROBINSON-Post Offices of Alberta
TOPPING & ROBINSON-Saskatchewan Post Offices
TOPPING & ROBINSON-Manitoba Post Offices
TOPPING & ROBINSON-Territorial Post Offices of Canada
WALBURN-Canadian Precancel Handbook
WID1WORDf-The First Decimal Issue of Canada 1859-1868
WHI1WORDf-Five Cent Beaver Stamp of Canada 1859-1868
WINMILL-The Evolution of Imperial Penny Postage &
the Postal History of the Canadian 1898 Map Stamp
WOODALL-The Postal History of the Yukon Territory

20.00
80.00
11.00
21.00
40.00
16.50
21.50
38.00
15.00
32..50
32.50
13.50
16.95
26..50
29.00
70.00
38.00
19..50
38.75
48.75
77.00
16.00
21.00
14.00
19.00
20.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
15.00
18.50
25.00
21.00
26.00
43.00

... NOTE ••• All orders must be prepaid. Add $3.00 handling charge per order.
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Payment in U.S. funds deduct 20%.
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Some Interesting Conclusions about RG-17 & RG-19
Horace W. W. Harrison, OTB, FCPSGB, PHSC
I acquired the two hexagonal Hamilton & North Western Rail Road R.P.O.
(RG-19 in the Ludlow Catalogue) in the September 1993 Jim A. Hennok Auction
in Toronto. These were part of the huge Dr. Moulton R.P.O. accumulation. I
have long had a nice strike of RG-19 on a cover from Port Rowan, via Simcoe,
to Selkirk with a c.d.s. of HAM & NOR WSTn R.R with indicia set "NORTH,
AP 29, 81". (Figure 1) Since this cover seemed to have traveled over the
Hamilton & Lake Erie Railway for a short distance from Simcoe to Port Dover,
I went after the two covers which seemed to have certainly traveled over the
original trackage of the Hamilton & North Western Rail Road, one North and
one South bound, to and from Manitowaning on Manitoulin Island.
Imagine my surprise when, upon examining the covers prior to mounting in my
exhibit of "REGISTERED POSTMARKS OF CANADA'S RAILWAY POST
OFFICES, 1869-1951", I discovered that neither cover had traveled over the
original Hamilton & North Western trackage. Both had traveled to Toronto,
where the Hamilton & North Western had never gone. The Northbound cover
had left Gamet in Haldimand County on the 16th of August, 1878, traveled up
to Hamilton on the H & L E. R. trackage, now owned and operated by the H
& N.W.R.R. and marked with RG-19 plus RR-82 dated North, AU 17, 78 and
received in Toronto the same day over the Great Western's Hamilton & Toronto
run. There it was transferred to the Northern Railway for the run to Collingwood
where it was received on August 19, 78. The cover is further backstamped at
Manitowaning, Lake Huron AU 21, 1878. (See Figure 2)
The next cover, (see Figure 3), dated at Manitowaning, Ont. JU 14, 79, and
addressed to Caledonia, near Seneca on the Grand River in Haldimand County,
arrived in Collingwood on June 16, dispatched the same day via the Northern
Rwy. to Toronto where it arrived and must have been sent by either the Great
Western or Grand Trunk to Hamilton where, the next day it went into the R.P.O.
of the Hamilton & Lake Erie Division of the Hamilton & North Western R.R.,
moving South and dropped off at Seneca, the closest Post Office to Caledonia.
I proceeded to check the Robert A. Lee sales of the Lewis Ludlow Collection
and was able to pinpoint two covers, one of which is photo-copied in the BNAPS
Library edition of the Ludlow Collection.
Lot 310 from Sale #68 is from Toronto on Ja 18, 80 to Caledonia and could
only have received RG-19 strike between Hamilton and Seneca. Sale #70's Lot
922 is also in the exhibit collection photo-copied in the BNAPS Library and was
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mailed at the R.P.O., since there is no originating postmark, and was carried
NORTH on JU 21, 80 to Caledonia. There is a cover in the Ludlow exhibit
photo-copies (page 3-8) which originates in Toronto on NO 12, 80 to Caledonia
which has a strike of RG-19 and a Caledonia, Ont, Canada c.d.s. dated NO 13,
80 in purple.
I have now checked the Ludlow, Moulton, and Harrison collections for late
dates for RG-17. None overlap with RG-19, which was proofed, according to
Hughes, in Volume XVII, "Proof Strikes of Canada, Transportation Part 2 etc.",
page 269, in July of 1878. It is my belief, based on this research, that RG-19 arid
associated c.d.s. were ordered from Pritchard & Andrews to replace the RG-17
and associated hammers after the amalgamation of the Hamilton & Lake Erie
into the Hamilton & North Western Rail Road. It would appear that very little
mail was carried over the original trackage of the Hamilton & North Western
Rail Road, which accounts for the great rarity of RG-18, which was proofed in
April of 1879, but for which there is but one known strike recorde:l on a cover
dated January 18, 1882 from Toronto Headquarters of the Ontario Board of
Education to a teacher at Boston Mills, where it was received the next day.
It seems to me that the service between Hamilton and Collingwood must have
been pretty slow for the Post Office to have sent the mail between Manitoulin
Island and Haldeman County via Toronto when there was a direct line from
Hamilton to Collingwood over the H & N.W.R.R.
References:
"Catalogue of Canadian Railway Cancellations..." by Lewis M. Ludlow, OTB,
FCPSGB, FRPSL, 1982.
"19th Century Railway Registration Marks" by Lewis M. Ludlow; Exhibition page
photo-copies in BNAPS Library, 1988.
"A Canadian Railway Postal History Anthology" pp 136-146, Published by the
BNAPS Canadian R.P.O. Study Group, 1993.
"A History of Canadian R.P.O.s" by Lionel F. Gillam, FCPSGB, pp79 & 80, 1967;
reprinted by A.P.S. 1979.
''The Canadian Almanac and Repository of Useful Knowledge for the Year 1871"
published by Copp Clark & Co., Toronto, 1870; list of Post Offices in Canada on
the 1st September 1870, pps 70-91.
·
"Volume XVII, Proof Strikes of Canada, Transportation Part 2 ..."edited by J.
Paul Hughes; published by Robert A. Lee Ltd. 1992 see pages 266, 269, & 270.

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/ NO 4

47

48

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/ NO 4

Figure 2.
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Robert A. Lee Philatelist
Ltd.

presents

CANADA and B.N.A. AUCTIONS
OUR AUCTIONS REGULARLY CONTAIN
SOME 2000 LOTS
INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:
ADMIRAL ISSUE
ADVERTISING COVERS
AIRMAIL & FliGHT COVERS
AIRMAIL STAMPS
Al8ERTA POSTAl HISTORY
BOOI<l..ETS & BOOKLET PANES
BRITISH COlUMBIA POSTAL HISTORY
CENTENNIAl (11167)1SSUE
CINOERELLA MATERIAL
DEAD LEITER Of'FICE
DISASTER COVERS
DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS
EDWARD VII ISSUE
EXHIBITION & FAIR COVERS
FANCY. NUMERAL & SPECIALTY CANCELLATIONS
18S9 FIRST CENTS ISSUE
FIRST DAY COVERS
FLAG CANCELLATIONS
FOREIGN COVERS
FORGERIES
INTERNATIONAL MACtiiNE CANCELLATIONS
JUBILEE ISSUE
LARGE QUEEN ISSUE
LEGISLATIVE MARKINGS
LITERATURE
MANITOBA POSTAL HISTORY
MAP (18981 ISSUE
MAPLE LEAF ISSUE
MILITARY POSTAL HISTORY
MOON, MOTO & POCON C ANCELLATIONS
NASCOPIE POSTAL HISTORY
NEW BRUNSWICK POSTAL HISTORY
NEW BRUNSWICK STAMPS
NEWFOUNDLAND POSTAL HISTORY
NEWFOUNDLANO STAMPS
N .W T. POSTAL HISTORY
NOVA SCOTIA POSTAL HISTORY

NUMERAL ISSUE
OFFICIAL STAMPS
OFFICIALLY SEAlED STAMPS
O .H M .S. PERFIHS
ONTARIO POSTAl HISTORY
PATRIOTIC COVERS & POSTCARDS
PENCE ISSUES
PERFINS (PRIVATE!
PLATE BLOCKS
POSTAGE DUE ISSUES
POSTAL HISTORY COllECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
POSTAL STATIONERY
PRECANCELS
P.E.I. POSTAL HISTORY
PROOFS
OUEBEC POSTAl HISTORY
OUEBEC TERCENTENARY
RAILROAD POST OFFICES
RATE COVERS
REGISTERED COVERS
REGISTRATION STAMPS
REVENUES
ROYAL TRAINS COVERS
SASI<ATCHEWAN POSTAL HISTORY
SEMI·OFFICIAl AIAMAILS
SHIP CANCELLATIONS. MARKiNGS & VIEWCARDS
SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS
SMALL OUEEN ISSUE
SPECIAl DELIVERY STAMPS
SPECIMEN OVERPRINTS
SOUARED CIRCLES
STAMP COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS
STAMPLESS COVERS
VARIETIES
VIEWCARDS
WAR TAX STAMPS
YUKON POSTAL HISTORY

CALL OR WRITE TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR CATALOGUE

PHI LA TEUST L Tl>
memoers AP S . SNAP S . CSD A RPSC . PTS

#203 - 1139Sutherland Ave., Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 5Y2 Phone (6041861 - 1106
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Collecting Canada
John Burnett
6 Cent Bisect of 1893
As many of you know my largest holdings in Canada are the Small Queens, one
of the truly difficult areas of Canadian philately in which to become an expert.
I've been a serious student of the Small Queens for the past 25 years and
continue to amaze myself about how little I know on the subject.
Our subject this month is a bisect of the six cent, my article is inspired by a
page from Ed Richardson's Collect Canada Covers published by the A.P.S. in
1978.
Back in 1893 there was a young lady who had her "eye on" and her "cap set" for
a young man, whom she later married. The young man lived in Wolfville, Nova
Scotia, and our young lady lived in the small town of Gaspereaux, some four or
five miles to the south. With rather limited postal facilities, the young lady
prevailed upon a friend traveling to Wolfville to hand carry an invitation to a
special party and post it there (figure 1). Not having a 3 cent stamp she followed
the common practice of the day in rural communities of cutting a 6 cent stamp
in half to pay the 3 cent rate. Although unauthorized, the practice continued into
the mid 1880's and is very rare on covers dated in the 1890's.
Our young lady also took the time to write a "love letter" on which she placed
the other half of the bisected 6 cent Small Queen.
Now we come to the "HITCKCOCKIAN" end of this story. I'm extremely
happy that the young lady was successful in her campaign to catch her young
man. I'm glad the young mao was sentimental and saved his young ladies
correspondence, even more happy they bad a son who would move to Texas and
meet Ed Richardson, would trade the cover in figure 1, that Ed would sell it to
a friend on mine who knew the "young man", at that time an "old man", who
would pull out from his collection the matching bisect (figure 2) and give it to my
friend, Victor, who would eventually trade it to me.
Not many covers like this tum up in a search of old family correspondence, but
they do just often enough to keep us all searching.
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Figure 1.
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Salved From The Sea
The great attraction to me of collecting covers and collecting stamps in general
is the individual history that is involved in their background. Each is to some
degree unique. Each has its own story to tell. Each has its own special attraction
and some as is the case with this months subject, leave a lot of unanswered
questions as it's impossible to piece together the history of this envelope beyond
a lot of supposition.
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Sometime ago Ed Richardson gave me the illustrated cover as a gift because
he knew that I would pursue the story (also because he had two examples). This
cover has a history, but so far only a part of it is known. Perhaps one of my
readers can shed some light on my problem with additional information.
This cover was originally franked with Canadian postage stamp(s) which were
lost when the envelope became submerged in seawater. It was mailed from
Aquadell, Saskatchwen on May 24, 1940 (Ed's copy was mailed from Moose Jaw,
Sask. on Mat 23, 1940), in the early and distressing days of WW II. Somewhere
enroute this letter became 'interupted' and ended up in the sea. Was it due to a
plane crash? Was it due to the sinking of a ship by enemy action?
Recently another similar cover has turned up, owned by a Mr. Sloan of
Toronto. His cover originated from Toronto on May 28, 1940- just four days
after my cover was put in the mails. The Sloan cover is addressed to France, and
since France had fallen to Hitler by the time the cover arrived overseas, it was
returned to the Dead Letter Office at Ottawa, where it was received on August
14, 1940.
All three covers bear the handstamp "SALVED FROM THE SEA" in one line
in black, measuring 62 x 5mm on both the front and back on the Richardson and
Sloan covers while mine is only stamped on the front.
Since none of these covers bear any evidence of being sent by airmail, I've
concluded that they were dispatched by sea mail. This was a period when
submarines were particularly active around the Irish and British coasts. Very likely
the sinking took place in that general area. The mail being salvaged sometime
later.
This is all that is known about these particular covers. There is much that is
still unknown. If only they could talk! As it is, I have to depend upon the
possibility that one of you will be able to shed some light on their interesting
history.
~----------------------~~~----------------~
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"CHOICE CLASSICS to MODERN ERRORS"
PROOFS • ESSAYS • IMPERFORATES • VARIETIES

105P/122P Admiral LARGE DIE PROOF collection Original Value.t - One of each value from 1~ Orange Yellow to
$1 Orange. Them is no 3¢ as it was issued nruch later.
A Rare & Outstanding GroupI
VF-SUPERB
Oar Price: C$ 13,500.00 US$ 10,200.00

FREE ON REQUEST
Our Current Price List of Canadian Stamps

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE
P.O. Box 1870, SASKATOON, SK CANADA S7K 3S2
ir (306) 931-6633 Fax: (306) 975-3728
1-800-667-6900 TOLL FREE throughout North America
VISA &: MASlER CARD WELCOME!
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For a Penny or Two •••
Allan Steinhart
TRANSVAAL USED IN CANADA

The 1899 Canada Official Postal Guide under the heading Post Cards noted
and foreign reply cards are recognized as post cards when
posted in Canada." In the foreign section of the same guide it was again noted
that the reply halves of Postal Union Reply Cards may be posted in Canada
addressed to the oountry in which the card originated. The card shown here is
the reply half of a Transvaal U.P.U. reply card properly used from Montreal to
the Transvaal. This is a proper and correct usage of such a card. It also
illustrates the proper use of foreign postage in Canada.
~Reply halves of British
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The Provisional Issues of the Cape Breton, Nova
Scotia, Law Stamps
Harry W. Lussey
The Bar Association authorized the issuance of these 25e & SOe stamps as a
means of offsetting the expenses of the Law Library in Sydney. The First Issue
was inscnbed "Bar Library". The Second & Third Issues carried "Law Stamp".
The Fourth Issue included·"Bar Library", "Law Library" as well as "Law Stamp".
The Fifth Issue reverted to the ''Law Stamp" inscription.
It is doubtful if more than five examples of any of these scarce stamps are in
the hands of collectors. Only one or two specimens are known of nine of the
thirteen recorded varieties. The catalog listing of these stamps leaves much to be
desired but any revision designed to show the various issues in chronological
order require the renumbering of all but three items. Catalogues are
understandably reluctant to undertake such changes~ However, a complete
orderly listing of these rare stamps is something which should be made available
to Revenue collectors.

Based upon my collection, and with very valuable assistance from Wilmer
Rockett, it is possible to illustrate every known variety. These stamps all bear the
date of usage thus making it possible to determine the order in which each
individual issue was placed in use. Details regarding the number of each variety
recorded to date is included. This will assist collectors in estimating the relative
scarcity of this material. This article is also designed to bring to light additional
specimens which, no doubt, exist in collections but have never been reported to
the Revenue Group or the Editor of the Revenue catalog.
The Fourth Issue is particularly interesting as regards 'new discoveries'. It will
be noted that both the 25e & SOe values exist with "Law Stamp" and "Law
Library" inscriptions but in the "Bar Llbrary" category only the 25e value appears
in the Catalog. There is a possibility therefore, remote perhaps, that a 50¢ "Bar
Library" may have been prepared. So far there have been no reports of such an
item having been located by collectors.
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First Issue

rll'rY Ca~TS

Sept. 10, 1903
Rockett Collection
Two copies recorded
Second 9(15103

Sept. 10, 1903
Lussey Collection
Five copies recored (2 on Doc)
a second 9110103, 8/21/03

Second Issue
Inscnbed Wm A H G Secy.

Sept. 17, 1903
Lussey Collection
Only recorded example.

58

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994 I NO 4

Third Issue
Inscnbed Wm A H G
Measures 37mm x 28mm.

Oct. 23, 1903
Lussey Collection
Two copies recorded

Dec. 14, 1903
Dec. 28, 1903
Lussey Collection
Lussey Collection
Only recorded example Only recorded example

Fourth Issue

Jan. 27, 1904
Lussey Collection
Four copies recorded
second 1/27/04, 1/29/04,
1/10/04

Feb. 2, 1904
Lussey Collection
Two copies recorded
Also 1/26!04

Feb. 9, 1904
Rockett Collection
Only recorded example

Feb. 15, 1904
Lussey Collection
Only recorded example

Feb. 12, 1904
Lussey Collection
Four copies recorded (1 on Doc)
1/20/04, 2/17/04, 2/18/04
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Fifth Issue
These measure 46mm x 36mm.
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March 21, 1904
Rockett Collection
Only recorded example

Apri16, 1904
Lussey Collection
Three copies recorded
3/16/04, 3131/04

CANADA REVENUES
SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRS

Compliments

of
(your name)

Bought & sold. Wantlists invited.
Free: pricelist & "ReveNews" newsletter.
Coming soo n
the1995
Canadian revenue stamp catalogue

Write advertising Manager:

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd
p.o. box 3008, Bridgenorth, Ont.,
Canada KOL l HO
member:ASDA, CSDA, APS. ARA, RPSC, BNAPS

R.F. Narbonne, 216 Mailey Dr.
Carleton Place, Ontario K7C 3X9

&\
~

YOUR NAME

SNAPS Membership Pins

MEWBER

lm!IC ant MIII:A MAtnJ: SOCVY

Persona~zed

or Emblem Only Types

$6.00CDN/$5.00US, postage paid
Send cheque or money order,

P'IY•~•

to BNAPS, to:

Mike Street
73 Hatton Dr.
Ancaster, ON
Canada L9G 2H5
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Y.M.C.A. Service Covers
Robert Bayes
The Y.M.CA. was founded in England in 1844 by Sir George Williams for
which he was Knighted. Initially it provided Marquees for the troops use for
reading, writing, and recreation centres and also as meeting places for religious
services.
The Marquees provided a place where the men could write letters - usually it
was the Official Post Office and could also be used to purchase tea, coffee, and
light refreshments.
When the War began, the experiences gained from the Boer War were the
motivating factor in establishing similar services for the new Army. Everything was
ready since it had been used with the volunteers and Territorials and the results
were confidently predicted. Relations were established with the volunteer during
the fourteen days of training in the summer camps.
A general appeal for funds was launched by a special War Committee,.even the
King contributed, with many huts and funds being given as gifts to perpetuate the
memory of a son or brother. Cigarettes, matches, boot-laces, buttons, and other
sundries could be obtained at the Y.M.C.A. counter. Interdenominational services
were arranged in the evenings.
The Y.M.CA. placed their huts at the service of the Roman Catholic Chaplains
and men for spiritual as well as recreational activities.
Wet conditions and high winds of the autumn of 1914 wrecked many of the
Marquees and the erection of huts, costing an average of £600 was undertaken,
with the Canadian troops just arrived in England being 't he first to use them. In
large camps a double hut was built; this provided a separate room for concerts,
lectures, and services apart from the common area. The wet weather brought
about a heavy demand for cough mixtures and oil stoves.
From its commencement, newspapers and envelopes were supplied free in
order to encourage the soldiers to write home. The distribution also included
millions of sheets of paper. A method of random selection must have been in
place since there doesn't seem to be any correlation between stationery and
covers. The Y.M.CA . proved more important to the Commonwealth countries
than to the English at home in England. Y.M.C.A. arranged and conducted tours
which avoided the dangers to one's health that might have occurred otherwise for
soldiers of the Commonwealth.
In November 1914, the Y.M.C.A. was permitted to open camps in France on
a trial basis. The frrst hut built in France was named "Queen Mary Hut" and was
only a few yards from their landing place. The Salvation Army and Church Army
followed soldiers to France on similar provisions to the Y.M.CA. but they were
the first to start it all.
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In 1916, there were 180 centres established, the majority being pre-fabricated
huts built in five foot sections so they could be moved easily. When the 1st
Division went to France in 1915, it was accompanied by five secretaries, the 2nd
Division six, but only five went to France, the 3rd had five secretaries making a
total of fifteen secretaries with the Canadian Divisions in France. Later, more
secretaries arrived from Canada. Fifty Y.M.C.A. centres were retained in Canada
for troops still under training.
There would seem to be ten major types ofY.M.C.A. Auxiliary Service Covers.
I have grouped the various types where possible according to type setting and
envelope colour. Other types used by the various secretaries have been placed as
one type but each could be separated according to secretaries named if so
desired. No attempt has been made to classify them as to scarcity.
I have a date of30 September 1914'which should make it the earliest date of
use of a service cover of WW I.
YMCA Service Cover Types

TYPE I
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE." in Bold type 351f2mm in Length
Y.M.CA Panel is 24mm in Length & 2mm in Height
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE." in Bold type 2mm in Height followed by a period
TYPE Ia
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE" in Thin type 21f2mm in Height & 351f2mm in Length
Y.M.CA. Panel is 25%mm in Length
No period following "ON ACTIVE SERVICE"
TYPEib
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE." in small Bold type 1%mm in Height
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 241f2mm in Length
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE." is 29%mm in Length followed by a period
TYPE Ic
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE." is 33%mm in Length followed by a period
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 26mm in Length
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE." in Thin type 2mm in Height
TYPE II
No lettering on the face of the cover
Small Triangle measuring 22mm by 23mm on the sides
Y.M.C.A. Panel measures 21%mm in Length
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TYPE III
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 24mm in Length with no lettering
Sides of the Triangle measure 26mm at Top & 27mm on Sides
on white paper
TYPE IV
Sides of Triangle measure 38mm at Top & 31 %mm on Sides
Association is Abbreviated
TYPE IVa
Similar to Type IV but the lines of Legend are slightly different
ASSOCIATION is Printed in Full
Sides of the Triangle measure 27mm
TYPEV
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 20mm in Length within a Large Maple Leaf
TYPE VI
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 14%mm in Length within a Small Maple Leaf
TYPE VII
"CANADIAN'' Printed in Thin Letters 21mm in Length
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 32mm in Length
TYPE VIla
Same as Type VII but has "MOTIIERS DAY FRANCE, May 12, 1918"
on face
·
TYPE VIII
"CANADIAN" in Small Type 17mm in Length
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 24mm in Len~h
TYPE IX
"CANADIAN" in Small Type 13%mm in Length
Y.M.C.A. Panel is 15mm in Length
TYPE X
"CANADIAN" in Small Type 17mm in Length
Y.M.C.A Panel is 15mm in Length
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SPECIAL TYPES OF Y.M.CA . COVERS
NATIONAL COUNCIL COVERS:
Found with the Legends in various colours in the upper left comer and are
printed in lines of from two to six
PATRIOTIC COVERS
Printed in the upper left comer in Brown or Black
Y.M.CA .
With his Majesty's
Canadian Forces
On Active Service
SPECIAL TYPES
SPECIAL TYPE I Small Insignia at the top of the Maple Leaf. Inscription
within the Maple Leaf.
SPECIAL TYPE II Inscription the same as Type I but under Maple Leaf.
Larger Insignia at the top of Maple Leaf.
SPECIAL TYPE III Canadian Y.M.C.A. in Panel at top of Maple Leaf.
Small inscription the same as that of the first Two Special Types written in
Black within the Maple Leaf. Each secretaries' name under the Maple Leaf.
SPECIAL TYPE IV Y.M.CA . Motto on three sides of the Triangle inside
Maple Leaf.

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITIAN
Membership secretary:

TOM E. ALMOND
2 Filbert Drive, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks, UK RG3 SDZ
Annual Membership $20 CAN or $17 US
(Plus $2 conversion charge for dollar cheques which have 1D be negotialed in the UK)
For all aspects of B.N.A. PHILATELY: "MAPLE LEAVES"
P\blished live times JM1f year
• WRITE FOR SPECIMEN COPY "
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AUXILIARY SERVICE COVERS OF THE
CANADIAN ARMED FORCES

Since the Red and Orange Triangles were printed first, and the lettering added
later along with the Black coloured Y.M.C.A. Panel, the Logo and Triangle
appears in various positions on the envelopes.
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Types I, Ia, lb, & lc were used extensively in France & Belgium by all
Divisions, Lines of Communications, and Base Troops.
Triangles were printed over the black printing.
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Figure 6 (Type III)

Possibly introduced in France almost a year before it appeared in
U.K. Camps.

68

BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/ NO 4

Figure 8 (Type IVa)

There would seem to be no correlation between stationery and covers.
This would seem to indicate a random method of selection. Perhaps the
stationery was on shelves and the covers in drawers and the soldiers mixed and
matched as they wished.
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Figure 9 (Type V)
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Figure 11 (fype VII)

Only used from Lines of Communication Offices or
Leave Centres in Large Cities.
Figure 12 (fype VIla)
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Both Red & Orange Triangles, extensively used.
The quality of printing runs from very good to very bad.
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Figure 15 (fype X)
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Schiff Auctions
Buyers, Auctioneers & Appraisers of U.S. &
Worldwide Stamps & Postal History

~

We invite you to consign individual stamps, postal history and collections for
public auction or private treaty sale. Our "Especially for Specialists'® auctions are designed with you in mind, whether you're a buyer or seller of U.S.
or Worldwide stamps. We also purchase outright, but contact us before
sending any stamps. Be sure to include your address and phone number.
CATALOGS

Jacques C. Schiff. Jr. Inc.
195 Main St.
Ridgefield Park NJ 07660 USA
Telephone 201 -641 -5566
Fax 201-641 -5705
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CANADA - NEWFOUNDLAND
QUARTERLY PUBLIC AUCTIONS
OF SPECIALIZED ITEMS

'- a___.

,..;.. rJ

Hundreds of collectors bid in our quarterly public auctions. Our
carefully prepared and profusely illustrated catalogues offer a regular
source of outstanding material to British North America specialists.
Send in $15.00 today for a subscription to our next four catalogues
and prices realized.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

CONSIGN MEN TS WANTED !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

CANADA. NEWFOUNDLAND AND PROVINCES

We offer a simplified service to make the disposal of your stamps
an easy, pleasurable experience. Low commission rates and cash
advances are available for better properties. Outright purchase can be
arranged if you prefer. We are willing to travel to view larger holdings.
If you are not familiar with our operation. we put out a carefully
produced catalogue to secure maximum realizations of your material.
We have an international mailing list of active buyers . A copy of the
catalogue with prices realized from our previous sale is available free
on request to interested consignors.

We are now accepting material for our next auction. Please write
or telephone me - Gary Lyon (506-548-8986)
Fax: 506-546-6627
today for further details.

,.----------- - - - - - - ------><-l
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I
I
I
I

§

EASTERN AUCTIONS LTD.

1

P.O. BOX 250B, BATHURST, N.B. CANADA E2A 3Z2

I

Please send complimentary Calalogue
$15.00 Enclosed lor Subsalptlon Fee
Please Mnd ptevious Catalogue and PricH realzed as I am Interested in selling

:

I
·I
I
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I
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The 1994 Canada Precancel Count
Hans Reiche
Every few years the Canadian Precancel Count is up-dated. This listing
represents a valuable addition of precancel information to collectors of Canadian
precancels. Once again we would like to hear from you as to what your count is
of the different types of Canada precancels in your collection. Some precancels
have been discovered since the last precancel count. If you have any of these in
your collection, report them in the designated column. Please make up your
report as follows:
No. of
Bar
Precancels

No. of
City
Precancels

No. of
Numeral
Precancels

No. of
Third
Class

No. of
Unlisted
Precancels

Total of the above _ _ __
The new 3rd edition of the Standard Canada Precancel Catalogue will include
many price increases and adjustments. The two dies of the Admiral stamps will
be in the next edition as a separate listing. Please send your report before
September 15, 1994 to,
Precancel Count Coordinator
Hans Reiche
22 Chapleau Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada KlM 1E2
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New Issues
William j. F. Wilson

Leigh-Mardon has produced the souvenir sheet for the International Year of
the Family using a flourescent coated paper in place of the standard four-sided
general tagging. This is the first time in Canadian stamps that tagging bas been
applied by making the entire stamp flourescent. Time will tell whether
flourescent paper will become the new standard.
Canada Post has issued 27 individual stamps in the three months since the last
column. These are not hard to collect mint, since so many are se-tenant, but
finding them all used is a bit of a challenge.
There is a correction to the prestamped envelopes in the Apr-May-Jun 1994
column; the Regina and Halifax envelopes were in fact printed by Innova, not
CBN. The eight envelopes issued so far in the Capital Cities series (including the
two most recent) are:
No.8

No. 10

Charlottetown
St. John's
Regina
Whitehorse

Victoria
Toronto
Halifax
Fredericton

Issue Date
30 Dec 1992
2 Jul1993
7 Jan 1994
5 Jul1994

All eight are printed by Innova on No.2 Offset White Wove paper using
lithography in five colours, with one vertical bar tagging. Four more should be
issued in 1995 to complete the series.
The following information is from Canada Post's booklet Canada's Stamp
Details. Size, perforations and number of teeth are my own measurements, and
are given as (HORIZONTAL) x (VERTICAL). All stamps are commemoratives
with PVA gum.
Data for the Public Service Vehicles souvenir sheet are listed after the table.
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Issue

Year of the
Family

Canada Day
Maple Trees

Commonwealth
Games

Billy Bishop
Mary Travers

Value

5 x43¢

12 x 43¢ s-t

2 x 43¢ s-t
50¢,88¢

2 x 43¢ s-t

Issued

2 Jun 1994

30 Jun 1994

5 Aug 1944

12 Aug 1994

Printer

L-M

CBN

L-M

CBN

Quantity

7.5MM
stamps

15MM
stamps

15MM •

15MM

Size (mm)

30x48

40 x34

40x30

36x 30

Paper

CP

p

CP

p

Process

5CL

6CL

5CL + 1CF

6CL

5 (SS)

12

25

50

FCP

G4S

G4S

G4S

14.0 X 14.6

13.0 X 13.5

14.0 X 14.0

13.3 X 13.3

26x23

28 x21

24x20

Pane
Tagging
Perf.
Teeth

21

X

35

Public Service Vehicles souvenir sheet: 6 stamps s-t as follows: 2 x 43e s-t, 40 x
27.5 mm, 25 X 18 teeth; 2 X 50e s-t, 48 X 27.5 mm, 30 X 18 teeth; 2 X 88e S-t, 56
x 27.5 mm, 35 x 18 teeth; 19 Aug 1994; CBN; quantitY 800M•; P; 7CL; G4S; all
stamps perf. 12.5 x 13.1.
• For the Commonwealth Games stamps, it is not clear from Canada's Stamp
Details whether 15MM refers to the total number of stamps ( 43e, 50e and 88e
combined), or individually to each denomination. Likewise for the Vehicles it is
not clear whether 800M refers to the number of stamps or to the number of
souvenir sheets.
ABBREVIATIONS: 1CF =one-colour foil; 5(6,7)CL =five (six, seven) colour
lithography; CBN = Canadian Bank Note Company; CP = Coated Papers; FCP
= flourescent coated paper; L-M = Leigh-Mardon; M = thousand; MM =
million; P = Peterborough; SS = souvenir sheet; s-t = se-tenant.
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Readers Speak
This is a new column where the readers of TOPICS can express their views, ask
questions, and add infomuztion to previously published articles.

A Comment: I just received BNA Topics, Vol 51, #2, and read Vic Willson's
editorial with much interest.
To my way of thinking, his insights are right on target in regard to future
collecting habits. However, the reason I bring this to your attention is in regard
to his statement that many of BNA's important classics are not being held in
traditional BNA collections.
He is absolutely right. I know of many collections in which important BNA
covers are included only as an adjunct to the collection's theme, be it Topical or
new BNA Postal History.
This fact has never been totally unknown to the BNA collector but does appear
to be more obvious at present. Much of this migration has to do with recent
pricing. For example: The past 6 years (a very short time in philately) has seen
the vast majority of great BNA Pence material come to market. This included
the magnificent collections formed by Clifford-Jones, "Foxbridge" (one of only 3
exhibits to ever win all three Grand Prix awards), Lubke, Nickle, Pratt,
Richardson, etc. The fact is that the vast majority of ~he important pieces from
these collections were purchased by dealers: Quite often at realizations well below
what was anticipated. This market softness had permitted an easy acquisition of
BNA material by collectors of other specialties.
The fact that all of the above listed collectors were no longer buying also had an
obvious downward impact on the pricing. (Traditionally this fact has been shown
most dramatically in the classic area since pricing is determined by participation
of fewer collectors than those that participate in the collecting of material in a
less expensive area.) Opportunity knocks once again for those collectors looking
for a new area.
Bill Maresch stated in his last auction catalogue "Now is the time to buy". The
economy has turned and stamp interest is increasingly becoming stronger. I agree
with Bill and believe that no where in philately is this fact more obvious than in
the BNA classics area.
This recently soft market does not however mean that classic BNA philately is
dead. It does however illustrate the normal cycle of value fluctuations that runs
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perpetually through all of the collectible markets. These changes are often the
result of economic needs as well as the collector's changing interests, health,
death, etc.
The near future of BNA philately appears bright.
Charles G. Firby
Dear Sir;
A review of BNA Topics, Vol43, No 1, Whole No 411, Jan/Feb 1986, page 39,
Question Box, indicates a similar question relating to the two enclosed MAP
stamps. One with a single horizontal precancel bar and the other with a double
imprint vertically. Can anyone assist? Dave Lacelle tells me its not a Fancy
Cancel. Is it part of a roller precancel of even a forgery? Thank you.
L Ray Homing
515 Denbury Ave.
Ottawa K2A 2N8

Dear Mr. Willson,
Enclosed is a photograph of the "h¢ leaf with a major plate variety. The 6¢ leaf
has long been listed with an engraver's slip, but nobody listed the "h¢. The photo
shows a lovely "h¢ leaf "engraver's slip which is Smm long. Ten years ago I went
through back-up stock at GeorgeS. Wegg Ltd and observed two blocks of four
and a lovely mint block of nine. I bought them all. Whoever assembled these
knew a lot about varieties and remains an unknown (probably deceased) collector.

{That is not all - I also found the "Weeping George" and the "String-ofpearls" on the
%¢ Quebec! I have several blocks of the latter - but that's another story!]
Well, I was pretty slack and threw them in a stock book for over a decade. (You
can tell my interest was lukewarm.) However, as a prelude to the Reiche BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/NO 4
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Sendbuehler book that is forthcoming, I sent photos to Hans Reiche. I'll not
descnbe them here as many will be discussed in the book. However, I thought
this variety description will be a nice "warm-up" to the forthcoming anticipated
book.
Photo 1 shows the "engraver's slip" originally discovered by the unknown collector
and rediscovered by myself. Hans gets credit for plating it from the Ottawa
archives. It's Right Pane Positions 5 and 6.
Photo 2 shows the LR comer frame re-touch without the variety which is on
several positions in the sheet.
In conclusion, I predict that the once ignored leaves plus numerals will enjoy an
increasing following. They are nice looking engraved stamps and with the present
Post Office proliferation and less-than-stellar cancellations, interest will likely
increase. Besides, is a collector with only a lukewarm interest can make such an
interesting rediscovery - just think what else remains to be found.

The author, after being the unsuccessful under bidder for PP #83 fully expected
to wait another 15 years. I couldn't believe my eyes when not two weeks later Bill
Coates showed me another PP #83 be acquired. He graciously let me acquire it
for his costs. Thus, thanks to Mr. Bill Coates, this collector now has acquired
both of the "upper triangle flaws"- a feat not achieved (at least not knowingly)
by Jarrett, Nickle, Gates, or Lichtenstein! Moreover the stamp is even better
appearing than the one I passed up. Now bow's that for filliJ)g a want list thanks again Bill!
Dr. Jim Watt, Hamilton, Ont.
Photo 1
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Photo 2

Hi Victor L. Willson,
Have found these two examples of the Columbia River 43¢ stamp with what
appears to be a shift in the perforations. These two do not match-up so must be
from two different booklets (Rivers). The perforations shift halfway across the
top of one stamp and across the bottom of the other. Has anyone found a
booklet, thus having a mint example?
Gerry Chorley
Dear Vic:
Having recently read TOPICS, Vol. 51, No. 1, I have some observations
to make. Firstly, any delays which have occurred, are in my opinion, growing
pains. Given the tremendous changes over the past year, all for the better, is
something I feel all members should be very positive about. Credit is due to Jack
Schmidt, and others involved in mastering these "electronic beasties" called
computers. Having recently updated my own programs I have great respect for
anyone able to master the more complex desktop publishing. I for one wouldn't
feel capable in taking on the job under such deadlines. Anyway, I think it's a
super job, nicely laid out, readable and with a good mix of articles. I'm sure
there will be additional minor cosmetic changes to be made as experience and
feed-back occurs.
My second observation deals with Constructive Criticism on the Editorial
BNA TOPICS I OCT-NOV-DEC 1994/ NO 4
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page as it relates to publishing the same article in two different places. While I
have no problem with this generally, I feel it should be used sparingly, but, subject
to the discretion of the Editor. Factors which might be considered are: 1) is the
article of value to the membership at large, given the possibility of being
specialized data only; 2) where was the same article published previously and what
time-frame is involved; 3) does the second published article have BNA content
which is considered of more value than perhaps material on-hand, awaiting
suitable Journal space?
There are other factors indeed, however, I defer to the Editor. My
preference is that older TOPICS articles perhaps should be reprinted in
preference to something much more recent and with less value content. In saying
this, I speak of older articles (perhaps 15 years ago) reprinted from time to time
which would be considered of interest to an entirely new range of members, many
of which have not had the opportunity to read the older Journals.
My third observation relates to alternative interpretations, whether on a
cover or a statement within an article. I would be pleased to see my favorite
cover or article published with data or comments which would enhance the
publication of such to the membership. I feel this is what it's aU about; getting
the biggest bang for our buck. Constructive criticism is good, but, ongoing
combatant submissions to the Editor leaves a lot to be desired. Here again, I
defer to the Editor and his wisdom. I realize it's a thankless volunteer job and
hope Editors aren't intimidated to the point of exclusion of the majority's
viewpoint and interest.
Sincerely,
Ritch Toop
BNAPS #3400
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Firby, or not Firby'?
That is the question.
When the time come to dispose of their collections these specialists asked.
"What can Charles G. Firby do for me? The results of each auction sold It alii

D

We

conduct several philatelic auctions and the world's largest
philatelic literature auction each year. Catalogs ore prepare<;!
with exacting descriptions. quality photographs and realistic
estimates to assure our vendors the highest in realizations.

m
m

Through private treaty, our knowledge of many markets con
place your collection or specialized Items in .the hands of discriminating collectors around the world.
And In all cases we ore in the position to buy collections outright. when Instant payment Is essential.

We

hove helped many collectors. prominent and obscure. to
realize top dollar for their collections. And for consignors of Canada and
other British North America areas. we offer the strength of the US dollar as
well as one of the finest client lists available.
We look forward to the opportunity to discuss the disposal of your
collection...through auction. private treaty. or outright purchase. Just call
for on honest analysis.

The obvious answer is yes!
Charles G. Firhy
AUCT IONS

6695 Highland Rd. Waterford. Michigan 48327 Phone 810-887-3091
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