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B. N. A. 
BY AUCTION 

IN THE NEW YEAR 

Comprising CANADA, NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW­
FOUNDLAND and NOVA SCOTIA with the fol­
lowing highlights ... 

CANADA 1851 12d. black used 

CANADA 1852-57 medium hard wove 6d. 
greenish-grey unused 

CANADA 1857 7\IZd., three mint and 
four used as well as one used on cover. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 1857 2d. unused and used 

NEWFOUNDLAND 1857 1/- scarlet­
vermilion unused and used. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 1860 1/- orange­
vermillion used. 

NOVA SCOTIA 1851-57 1/-, three used. 

More news of this outstanding sale will appear in 
our next advertisement. The special handbook cata­
logue, with colour plates, will be $3 including second 
class airmail postage. 

The JANUARY 11th BRITISH EMPIRE sale at 50 
Pall Mall includes a fine selection of NEWFOUND­
LAND with a used de Pinedo 60c. May we send you 
a catalogue? The price is $3. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
Specialists in the Sale of Quality Collections. 

50 PALL MALL, LUNDON,S.W.I. 
ENGLAND Cables: "Stamps", London S.W.1 

Please say that you saw this advertisement in 
"B.N.A. Topics" 
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~nthlg /(eport /'tom tke $ecreta't!J 
JACK LEVINE, 1029 Nichols Dr., Raleigh, North Carolina 27605 

November I, 1966 

2238 
2239 
2240 
2241 
2242 

NEW M EMBERS 

Ford, Kenneth S., 423-49 Avenue S.W., CalaarybAibcrta 
Forster, Ralph, 11040-89 Avenue, Edmonton, AI crta 
P enny, Mrs. Gilbert A~ 2104 Lufkin Drive N .W., Huntsville, Alabama 35810 
Taylor, William P ., P.v. Box 546, Galion, Ohio 44833 
WIUiams, R . M ., Box 481, Edmonton, Alberta 

LIFE MEMBER 
L1597 Wadsworth, Edward G., 70 Hiib Street, Eastport, Maine 04631 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

Cohen, Norman Alan , 5631 Brookstown, Dallas, Texas 75230 
Culhane, Margaret B., I 19 Montgomery Avenue1 Norristown, Pennsylvania 19401 
Daneluk, R. W., Box 2406, Fort St. Jolln, Brlllsn Columbia 
Dumont, Roland J ., 6814 Le Conte Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45230 
Goodhelpsen, Fred, 8671-76 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
Moore, James H., 15 A Byron Avenue, London, Ontario 
Po rter, Elliott H ., 13407 Greenwood A1•enue North, Seattle, Washington 98133 
Salfield, Garret W., 861 North Cypress Slreet, Apt. 29, La H abra, California 90631 
Stringer, Kenneth Ernest, 3 Lansdown Crescent, Bath, Somerset, England 
Taylor George H., Box 122, Holden, Alberta 
Westgate, Dr. Hugh D .. 5864 Stoneybrook Drive, Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343 
Wharfield, E. Chet, 4622 East Montana Place, Denver, Colorado 80222 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Objections must be flied with the Sec. within 15 days after month of publication) 

BBNNINGEN, Mrs. Renee M., 157 Wildwood Drive S.W., Calgary, Alta. (CCX) Western Canada 
Post Office Cancellations. Proposed by J. Benningen, No. 1881. Seconded by J. Goodall, No. 1768. 

BROTHERTON, Norton T., 1520 Granger Ave., Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104 (C-CX) CAN, NFD-19th 
century mint & used postaae. Federal & Provincial Revenues. Proposed by E. A. Richardson, No. 168. 

CARSTAIRS, Matthew W., 5 Tennyson Road, High Wycombe, Bucks., Eng. (C-C) CAN, NFD, PROV­
Mint & used postage R.P.O. Territorial, Flaa 2 & 4-ring numeral Squared Circle&, Duplex, 
MUltary, Town date before t9o6 cancellations. "Admlral" varieties. Proposed by J . M. Allen, 
No. 996. Seconded bY C. W . Hollingsworth, No. 896. 

DOUGLAS, George Thomas1 P .O. Box 1, Armstrong , B.C. (C-C) CAN, NFD..t N.S., N.B., P.E.I.-20th 
century used postage ana blocks. Stampless & World War I covers. Plate ulocks. Coils. O.H.M.S.-G. 
Used booklet panes. Literature. Flag cancels. Proposed by D. Crane, No. 1139. Seconded by 
H. G. Walburn..._ No. 243. 

GOURLIE, Allan K ., P.O. Box 24, Clarkson , Ont. (DC-X) CAN, PROV- 19th & 20th century mint & 
used postage and used blocks. Coils, O.H.M.S.-G. Used & semi-official Airmails. R.P.O., on-the-nose 
cancellations. Proposed by C. A. Westhaver, No. 1442. 

NIELSEN, Peter, 3S Bower St., Ottawa I, Ont. (CCX) CAN, NFD, N.B., N.S., P.E.I.-19th & 20th 
centu ry mint postage. Coils. O.H.M.S.-G. Mint booklet panes Mint Airmails. Literature. Proposed 
by C. A. Westbaver No. 1442. 

TRETHEWEY, Ross, 499 Frontenac St .. Kingston, Ont. CDC-C) CAN, NFD, B.C.< _N. B., N .S., P .E. r.-
19th century mint & used postage and ntint blocks. Plate Blocks. Coils. O.H.M.S.-G. Mint booklet 
panes and complete booklets. Dead Letter Office seals. Federal & Provi.nclal Revenues. Mint used, 
seml-i>fficlal Airmails and on cover. Proofs & Essays. 2 & 4-ring numeral and Squared Circle 
cancellations. SPECIALTY- 15c Large Queens (shades). Semi-Official Airmails. Proposed by E. A. 
Richardson, No. 168. 

2046 
704 

1756 
2040 
1030 
774 
637 

1937 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
(Nollce of change MUST be sent to the Secretary) 

Allison, Cecil R., 27 South Drive (Rosedale), Toronto ~. Ontario 
Bayley, Colin H ., 425 Hinton Avenue, Ottawa 3, Ontario 
Day, W. H ., The Farmhouse lnn, Galiano Island B.C. 
Doll. Denton T., 3404 Westerfield Drive N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111 
Gordon, John S., 3 Rockwood Heights, Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 
Kraemer, James E., 17 Commanche Drive, Ottawa 5. Ontario 
Lett, W. Ralph, 2540 Garfield St., Hollywood, Florida (till 4/ 15/ 67) 
Mark.ison, Paul G., 200 West Third Avenue, San Mateo, Ca1if. 94402 

RESIGNATION 
Hawley, Cyril H . 

MEMBERSHI P SUMMARY 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, October 1, 1966 ........................................................ 1016 
NEW MEMBERS, November I, 1966 ................................................................ 5 

RESIGNATION, November I, 1966 ................................................................ .. 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, November I, 1966 .... .......... ...... .. ...... .................. ... .. . 

302 I BNA TOPICS I DECEMBER, 1966 

1021 
1 

1020 



THE &e~atn '4 MAl LBAG 

Dear Sir: 
Reference the notes on Montreal Duplex 

cancels by Mr. M. C. Willcock in Topics 
August 66. 

Mr. Willcock indicates that the numbers 
were discontinued around 1918, with the 
exception of 12. I would like to report that 
the number 8 was still used in 1925, I have 
these on the 105, 107 and 109 dated 1925. 
I also like to report that the number 8 
became d11maged at one time and the top 
is broken. Number 1 apparently exists from 
two different cancellers. Slight variations 
in the bars surrounding the number and in 
the number itself can be noted. I now have 
283 letters and numbers on various Ad­
mirals but this is by far a complete set 
and Mr. Willcock can be congranllated in 
finding five Admirals with number 12. 

yours sincerely 
H. Reiche 

Regina 
Dear Mr. Young, 
re letter of J. Gorden 

At the time of the Regina Grain Exhibi­
tion 1 was living here and selling at which 
time 1 sold Mr. Ernest Rhodes the Sec. of 
the Grain show the lighting for the World 
Grain Show Buildings. This was in 1932. 
However owing to the economic condition 
of that time, the Federal Government post­
poned the show for one year, and in that 
year Mr. Rhodes, who I got to know very 
well indeed, bad not much to do, so I got 
him started to collect stamps. Prior to 
the actual opening day of the show in 1933, 
I had the opportunity to see the Grain 
Exhibition surcharged stamps prior to their 
being placed on sale, and spotted the Broken 
X variety. I was the first person to know of 
same. I reported this information to Mr. 
Rhodes, and had him sign as Sec. TWO only 
covers, which 1 used and addressed, One 
for Himself and One for myself. These two 
covers I personally took to the grain Show 
on opening day, and bought the ONLY two 
broken X stamps the Post Office at the 
show had. I placed one on my cover and 
the other on the cover for Rhodes. They 
were cancelled the 1st day of the show 
from the Show post office. My cover I sold 
to Mrs. Totten of Minneapolis some years 

ago, and the Rhodes cover was taken down 
to Ottawa by Mr. Rhodes when he moved 
from Regina back to Ottawa, passing away 
not long after. I do not know what became 
of his cover, but one thing I am certain of, 
there was only the TWO first day covers 
mailed from the show on the opening day 
with the broken X franking same. 

Mr. Ernest Rhodes had a rubber stamp 
made and used same as be felt like using 
S'tme with the blue cachet of the Grain 
Show on the face of the cover, and be did 
this for anyone who asked for such use 
to be made on covers they sent to Mr. 
Rhodes for mailing back to themselves 
etc., etc. 

Am giving you this information, as NOW 
is the time to do so when I am gone, it will 
be too late, as there were only E. Rhodes 
and myself who actually knew the correct 
happening of this past event. 

Regards Yours Truly No. 77 
H. E. Canham 

Dear Sir: 
With reference to J. J. Charron's article 

headed "Quebec 12, Octobr 1764 Cover··. 
it is not the earliest, or oldest, as be men­
tions in private hands; I have many that 
are older, in fact J. N. Sissons sold one 
in his sale of January 26th, 1966, dated 
"Quebec", May 3, 1687. If he is referring 
to covers with postal markings during the 
British regime, I have three that are earlier 
than the date he mentions: -

I. From Quebec, dated Quebec Sept. 2, 
1764- Rated Q3-10 (mss) to Montreal. 
3 pennyweights equal to I 0 pence cur­
rency (9 pence sterling). 

2. From Montreal, dated August 29th, 
1764- Rated M3-10 (mss) to Quebec. 
rate as above 

3. From Montreal, dated September 15th, 
1764- Rated Mont. 6-1/8 double rate 
of 6 pennyweights equal to 1 shilling 
8 pence currency (1 shilling 6 pence 
sterling) 

The cover Mr. Charron has, which I re­
corded, when it was in George April's 
collection h exceptional in one way, and that 
is it does ;tOt show the 'currency' equivalent, 
which is on all other covers I have record-

BNA TOPICS / DECEMBER, 1966 / 303 



ed prior January 1st, 1765; and I have 
records of thirty three, twenty one of them 
before October 12th, 1764. 

C. P. deVolpi 

Dear Mr. Young, 
I note your request in B.N.A. Topics 

Journal (page 211, Sept. issue) asking 
members to send news to put in the Journal. 

A recent minor variety has appeared on 
the Manitoba floral stamp (#422) and is 
called "The Dotted Crocus" variety; it has 
been reported but not mentioned in our 
Journal. 

Canadian printers are most careful not 
to create special varieties, yet for some 
reason the engraver added a tiny dot to 
the tip of the middle crocus. 

It is stamp # 48 on a pane of 50. Thus it 
is 50 times scarcer than normal. Nothing 
similar has been found on any other floral 
stamp. 

So it was a tiny slip-up or was it? The 
dotted crocus is to be found on EVERY 
48th stamp of the upper left pane of 50 
t~e upper right, the lower left, the lowe; 
nghtl 

One can only deduce from this that it 
was on the plate of 50. 

Philatelically yours, 
D. Jean #2156 

Dear Mr. Young, 
For what anyone would care to make of 

it, here is a piece of information about B.C. 
Crown Cancels. 

I have a silk kerchief, it commemorates 
the Lewis and Clark Exposition, with a 
clean strike of the 40 ray Esquimalt crown 
cancel. There are Victoria Cancels also, 
but there is no Victoria Crown (36 rays) 
to be found. 

The Esquimalt crown is beside a dated 
Esquimalt cancel for August 2, 1906. The 
two Victoria Cancels, a duplex and a 
circular town cancel, are both dated August 
I, 1906. Because this kerchief abounds with 
the fancy cancels of the area, I am sure 
special cancels were requested at Victoria. 
This. man, bless him, was adept at getting 
specJal cancels. He didn't get a Victoria 
Crown. He did get fancy cancels from 
many American and Canadian towns. At 
Port Townsend he managed a Kicking Mule 
in purple. 

Very truly 
John E. Gooch 
SNAPS 1370 

Dear Mr. Young, 
Can you or any of the readers give any 

information on the enclosed cover which 
seems to have an unusual type of roller 
cancel. 

Thanks. 
Very truly yours, 

Alan W. Wolff 
BNAPS #1763 

l(r . F .u. Morant . 
P . O.Box,66. 
J\AML00PS. 

s.c. 

Member Hedley Hollands reports that the obove roller cancellation was used by the Doukhobor 
postmaster of Brilliant B.C. showing his Post Office No. 9079. Incorporated in the cancellation 
is a Doukhobor leader in native hat and representative hou•e. The cancel has been noted between 
192B·1931 . 
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DR. ROBERT V. C. CARR, 117 Robin Hood Way, Sherwood Forest, Youngstown. Ohio 

No. 107 Stewart S. Kenyon No. 1676 

On January the first of 1966, our Society 
was fortunate to obtain the services of one 
of our longtime members - his job to be 
the new librarian, one of the toughest and 
thankless tasks that we have. His name -
Stewart Kenyon. This was a big ordeal -
moving the vast amount of books and lit­
erature from E. C. Blacks in Vancouver to 
Edmonton. If you went to Calgary, you 
might have had the chance to go over 
and see his new set-up. 

A native of the Toronto area, he has been 
in the pipe and valve trade for the oil 
fields and construction business for over 
30 years. He and his wife Irene have two 
teenage sons. His life of stamping and pipe 
sales was interrupted by a 4'h year period 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force with 2'h 
years of it overseas. 

Besides stamps, be has now taken up 
bowling, curling, and camping (no doubt 
those two boys helped him decide on the 
camping). He also confesses to be a con­
firmed do-it-yourself fan. 

Here is another philatelist who started 
as a boy with a general collection, weeded 
it down to British Colonies, and finally 
down to BNA alone. His specialty is early 
Canada with the 1859 issue coming first 
with great emphasis on the l c value. His 
squared circles now stand at 277 towns 
and he also dabbles in Territorials. 

Besides his BNAPS membership, be also 
belongs to the Canadian PbJlatelic Society 

of Great Britain, the Royal Philatelic Soc­
iety of Canada, the Calgary Philatelic 
Society and is a past president' of the Ed­
monton Stamp Club. · 

We must treat this fellow with great 
respect as good librarians arc bard to find 
(and harder to keep). His success will be 
greatly enhanced by . the members usage · 
and by their donations of material. ~; 

BNAPS 
REGIONAL 
GROUPS 

Pll.iladelphia- Meets the first Thursday of each month at 7934 
Pickering Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Temagami-Meet every 
summer. Alfred P. Cook, Coy Glen Road,. Ithaca New York: 
Vancouver- Meets every Friday night at the Y.W.C.A., comer 
of Burrard and Dunsmuir, at 8 p.m. Winnipeg-Meets on a 
Monday in each month to be decided upon 111 previous meeting. 
Harold Wilding 135 Traill Ave., Winnipeg 12, Man . . ·Edmonton 
- Meets twice a year in May and October in a -public place, time 
and date to be announced. Out of town visitors to communicate 
with Secretary F. N . Harris, 11013-129 Street Twin City- Meets 
at members' homes on second Thursday of each month. J. C. 
Conielius, 2407 Lake Place, Minneapolis, Minn. Calgary­
Meets second and fourth Tuesday at 8 p.m., Murray Devlin, 1030-
- l2th Ave. S.W., Calgary, Alberta. 
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/?epo'tt /'tom tke c(.ib'ta'tg 
STEWARTS. KENYON, 15205-74 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

We are pleased to announce that the B.N.A.P.S. Library has purchased a 
complete run of "Canadian Almanacs" from 1851 to 1895. These splendid refer­
ence books provide such things as lists of Post Offices, Postal Rates and information 
relative to the Post Office and other branches of the Canadian Government. Most 
of the Almanacs also contain maps of various areas and cities. A complete list 
of contents will be prepared and published within a month or two. 

As these are valuable books, there will be a rental charge of .50c per 
volume per month. 

Canada - the Fifteen Cents of 1868 by 
L. Gerald Firth 
Fur Trade Governor by J. W. Chalmers 

(This is the story of George Simpson, who 
was the Overseas Governor for the Hud­
son's Bay Company from 1820 to 1860, 
and therefore the real ruler of what is 
now Western Canada from the Great 
Lakes to the Pacific Ocean) 

Mr. J. D. Goodall, 
Michei-Briefmarken Katalog, 1921-22 

Mr. Hans Reiche, 
7 issues of "Postmark" 

Mr. Jack Levine, 
Canadian Secret Mark Stamps by Garrett 

W. Satfield 
Mr. M. B. Dicketts, 

Vol 1 # 1 Canadian Plate Block 
Journal 

LYMAN'S BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
POSTAGE STAMP RETAIL CATALOG 
1967 Edition 

The 1967 edition of Lyman's catalogue 
was released on October 7th, 1966 which 
is somewhat earlier than usual. This handy 
catalogue is, of course, a must for all serious 

"SECRET DATES" 
or Dated Dies of Canada 

No. 30 1961 

COLOMBO 

PLAN 

- R. H. Larkin 
No. 958 
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collectors of B.N.A. This latest edition 
consists of 47 pa~es and is well illustrated. 
There have been· 1314 price changes from 
the 1966 edition uf which 1214 are in the 
stamps of Canada and the other 100 being 
divided among the provinces. Price re­
visions are decidedly upward particularly 
in the early B.N.A. issues, with some items 
in mint condition jumping as much as 75 
to 100%! 

The publisher has also included a few 
pages of information to collectors such as 
the continuation of a "Philatelic Diction­
ary" and "Hints to New Collectors". There 
is also a list of quantities of postage stamps 
issued from 1897 to 1942. This list is to be 
continued in the next edition. 

It is interesting to note that while this 
catalogue lists and prices Re-entries on the 
1930 one cent values, and the 1935 fifty 
cent as well as other major varieties, it ig­
nores the Re-entry on the five cent 1932 
medallion. It would appear that this variety 
is of sufficient magnitude to warrant in­
clusion in a future edition. The price of 
this catalogue is only 60c and can usually 
be obtained from your stamp dealer. If 
he does not carry it, send 60c to Robert 
W. Lyman (Canada) Co., Box 23, Station 
D, Toronto 9, Ont. 



CANADA 1859- PLATE VARIETIES 
by A. Graham Fairbanks 

Most students of this issue, will have 
read the expert data submitted, first by 
Senator Calder, in his 1939 book, then 
Major Chapman in this magazine, followed 
by Messrs. Wm. Lea, J . Millar Allen & G. 
Whitworth, in "Maple Leaves" - par-

Above photo shows a 5c block O.G., 
obtained as a "normal", but upon examina­
tion, I found plate varieties in the two right­
hand stamps. As these barely show - apart 
from the major re-entry - in any magazine 
cut, I have added facsimilies with the 
varieties accented. The top stamp shows 
Calder re-entry No. 3, also his flaw No. 57 
- as they occur together. This re-entry has 
lines above DA and POS, above TL "5" and 
lines in bottom of TA, while the flaw shows 
a dash below S of POST AGE. There is no 
c dot. The lower stamps shows Calder 

tiClllarly on aspects of the 5c or JOe 
values. 

I can add nothing new to the constant 
vanetles already covered, but 1 will try 
here to show data on plate positions, which, 
I believe, is unrecorded to date. 

re-entry No. 31 (Boggs No. 17) - which 
has line above TL "5", Jines in BR "5", 
lines above CAN and in C & N, doublings 
in L rosette and in most of "FIVE CENTS". 
This stamp has a c dot. The block is per­
forated 12 x 12, and the two left side 
stamps have no varieties evident. 

I cannot "tie-in" above varieties with 
any known plate positions - but perhaps 
someone ·better versed, as Mr. Whitworth, 
could do so by a process of elimination. 

At least this piece proves that re-entry 
No. 3 occurs above No. 31, in position. 
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Above photo shows a 10c used block, 
again obtained as a "normal", but to my 
surprise, the TL stamp has the "spurs on 
shoulders" variety, and stamp below shows 
imprint letters on the lower half of left 
side. 

The "spurs" to my mind, is perhaps the 
most prominent and scarce variety, on the 
10c stamp, but its position bas not been 
fixed. 

Also shown is a "specimen" proof, con­
firming that the "spurs" occurs on left row 
of stamps. I have it also on a perf. 11% 
early deep reddish purple stamp, a perf. 12 
violet and a perf. 12 red lilac. 

An aside, of interest, is given by the cut 
of two stamps - with apologies to the 
London Philatelist and a writer I do not 
recall - showing the "spurs" at left, and 
a stamp super-imposed, on it, at right -
proving how this re-entry (not a flaw) was 
uborn". 

The original entry had not been fully 
burnished off, such that the fresh entry, over 
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half a stamp upwards, shows "spurs", as 
tines of color between the letter of "Can­
ada Postage". There are also dashes in the 
margins inside the rosettes, being fragments 
of the original "X" at each side. The best 
proof is that part of the original outer 
frame lines show faintly at left side of 
variety, about half-way down. 

All these features appear on all my 
copies of the variety (Chapman No. 18). 

Now, as to position and working from 
the imprint, same started, at left side, 
on positions No. 21 or 81, so BL stamp 
on my block must be either No. 11 or 71. 
If No. II, then other three stamps are No. 
1-2 and 12- tut both Lea and Chapman 
remark that No. 2 has 3 dots outside frame 
at left "X" and occasionally part imprint, 
and that No. 12 has white space behind 
head at "NA"; these, or any other varieties 
do not appear on right stamps of this block. 
Therefore, I think it fairly well proves that 
the positions are: - No. 61-62-71- 72, 
so that plate position of the "spurs" re­
entry is No. 61. 

Apart from this, the block has puzzling 
aspects, at least to me, which I can best 
list as follows:-

Definite Features 

It is a block. 
Semi-transparent yellowish paper. 
Perf. 1.1¥1 x 11¥1 - by "Instanta" gauge 

B 

N c 

A A 

p I 6 6 L 

E G 

X A 

R 

y 
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and comparison with black-brown on covers. 
Has "spurs" re-entry TL. 
Has part imprint - Pos. No. 11 or 71. 
Has Hamilton duplex cancel - lightly 

struck twice. 
Uncer tain Features 

Printing order - the latest 11% x 11¥1 
would be the 9th of May 31/62. 
Date of Cancel 

Appears to be "De 24-67" - cannot be 
"61", as Boggs states earliest Hamilton 
duplex is 1862. 
Shade 

Could be "dull light red purple" -
which, as per Jarrett, appears for 9th print­
ing. To comment, two points seem out of 
line - late cancel date for a perf. 11¥1 
- but I have one, 4th printing, tied on a 
cover dated 1866 and off cover, a 3d beaver 
No. 4 with a 2-ring 1868 numeral and a 
12!-2c 1859, with a Toronto "2" - 1868 
leaf cancel. 

The other point - imprint - worried 
me as Calder and Boggs state none until 
Nov. 28, 1864, on the perf. 12 - but I 
felt better with mine (apparently 1862) 
when I read that Mr. J. Millar Allen has 
a left imprint copy tied to large piece by 
a Peterboro OCll-61 duplex, and opines 
that the imprint was added as early as 
the 7th printing order. 

Correspondence on anything I can add, 
or be corrected upon, will be welcome. 



/(ounJing Up ~qua'teJ Ci'tcle.1 
Editor: DR. W. G. MOFFAIT, Hickory Hollow, R.R. 3. Ballston Lake. N.Y. 

THE TIME-MARKS ON HALIFAX 
SQUARED CIRCLES 

By Dr. Alfred E. Whitehead 

I have recently made a full count of 
the time-marks in my collection of these 
cancellations. The result has disclosed some 
interesting figures, which D r. Moffat has 
kindly broken down into percentages. As 
the Hand book (3rd Edition) shows, the two 
Halifax hammers cover a period from 
31 Jy 1, '93 to 41 Fe 10, '99, with a few 
copies (very few; less than ten copies known 
to me) of a late revival in 1908, which will 
not be considered here. 

The time-marks in use were I, 2, 3, 4, 
indicating four clearances daily. Of these, 
only '4' suggests some use which departs 
from what we would expect. The abnor­
mality of '4' is marked and bas already 
been pointed out in TOPICS (January, 1960; 
April, 1961; May, 1961 ). I shall deal with 
time-mark '4' in a later article, with de­
tailed proof that the explanation given in 
1961 by F. W. L. Keane and J. J. Bonar 
is undoubtedly correct. 

We have no knowledge of the hours when 
these time-marks were changed, '1' giving 
way to '2', and so on. One of my valued 
correspondents, a keen student of Halifax, 
R. M. Doull, has suggested that the work­
ing day at the Halifax P.O. may have be­
gun at 6 A.M., and I think this is quite 
possible - but more of thjs in my later 
article on '4', referred to above. 

The Handbook ill shows that both Hali­
fax h3mmers hlld tentative starts. (Why? 
Were slight repairs, changes, necessary?) 
This was especially the case with Hammer 
I . It was first used after proofing (proof 
dale: Ju 29, '93) on Jy 1, '93; the only 
known example of this early date carries 
time-mark '3'. A long interregnum follow­
ed, until 2/ Au 26, '93. There was stiJl 
another period of disuse from 31 No 3, '93 
to 11 No 15, '93 a nd 41 No 15, '93. During 
both interregnums, one of the Halifax 
circular date stamps was in use, and some 
beautiful strikes may be found. Halifax 
was a disciplined office; there are many 
proofs of this which I hope to bring to your 
notice in later writing. These c.d.s. strikes 
of July, August, and November, 1893, are 

important features of the history of Hali­
fax squared circles and should be collected. 
I vr lue them highly and give a whoop of 
joy whenever I find them. Jn earl ier days, 
I gave them little consideration and many 
copies passed from me lightheartedly and 
now adorn collections of shrewder phil­
atelists. 

Certain collectors, knowing of my great 
interest in Halifax squared circles, have 
asked me to deal with the incidence of 
the time-marks in use there. I th ink it is 
timely to do so, and I sh ~ll now give a 
partial account o f my find ings. It will 
be useful to begin with the summary for 
the first year, 1893. 

TABLE I. Incidence of Halifax Squared 
Circle Time-marks, by Month, for the Year 
1893. 

Time-mark 
Month I 2 3 4 I Totals % 
July 

9 August 
September I 34 
October I 39 

I 
12 5 I 

33 32 23 
55 33 22 

November I 22 31 15 16 
December I 29 42 32 19 
Totals I 133 173 118 81 

% 1 26.3 34.3 23.4 16.0 

I I 0.2 
I 21 5.3 
1 122 24.2 
I 149 29.5 

I 
84 16.6 

122 24.2 
505 

100 
(Note: Double, and inverted time-marks, 
and 'blank above date', all abnormal and 
rare, are not counted in the analysis given 
in this article.) 

A number of features of the figures and 
percent~ges shown in Table I should be 
noted: 
(a) Time-mark '2' shows the largest per­

centage, generally, followed by '1', '3', 
'4', in that order. T here is some small 
variability found in the counts for a ll 
years, but the totals for the several 
years follow the pattern given. In 1897 
the following order became the rule: 
2, 3, 1, 4. T his is interest ing for in 
most large cities, then and now, the 
'P.O. is busiest at the end of the work­
ing day. Why, at this time, were most 
letter mailed (cleared) at Halifax at 
some hour near mid-day? Perhaps a 
glance at railway time-tables of the 
period would answer that question. 

(b) The small quantities given for Nov-
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ember, in Table I , are accounted for 
by the interregnum already mentioned. 

(c) My 1893 count, 505 copies, is a little 
swollen, considering the brief period 
involved, and reflects my great interest 
in these few early months. My liking 
for used copies of the Jubilee issue is 
reflected in a similar increase in the 
total for 1897, which follows in Table 
II. 

TABLE H. Incidence of Halifax Squared 
Circle T ime-Marks, by Month, for the 
Year 1897. 

T ime-mark 
Month I 2 3 4 
January i 2 49 34 23 
February 31 28 25 9 
March 32 41 18 12 
April 30 31 23 17 
May 27 34 16 7 
June 27 34 30 7 
July 1 24 89 66 25 
August I 33 80 57 12 
September 26 66 59 19 
October I 48 55 48 13 
November I 39 44 37 27 
December I 40 54 44 23 
Totals I 379 605 457 194 

% 23.2 37.0 28.0 11.8 

I Totals 
1 128 
I 93 
I 103 

10 1 
1 84 
I 98 
1 204 

I

I 182 
170 

I 164 
1 147 
I 161 
1!635 
I 

% 
7.8 
5.7 
6.3 
6.2 
5.1 
6.0 

12.5 
I I. I 
10.4 
10.0 
9.0 
9.9 

100 

Mr. R. M. Doull has recently sent me his 
numbers for the period June to September, 
1897. Out of a total of 180 strikes, he 
finds: '1', 12%; '2', 60% ; '3', 25% ; '4', 3%. 
This serves to show bow two similar collec­
tions may vary in percentages. 

To conclude, Table rn presents a sum­
mary of my Halifax collection for the 
whole squared circle period, 1893 to 1899. 
TABLE ill. Incidence of Halifax Squared 
Circle T ime-Marks, by Year, for the period 
1893 to 1899. 

Year 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
Totals 

% 

Time-mark 
1 2 3 4 

133 173 118 81 
354 458 280 173 
270 512 222 168 
299 464 257 163 
379 605 457 194 
312 561 365 159 

53 76 59 29 
1800 2849 1758 967 
24.4 38.6 23.9 13.1 

I Totals 
505 

1265 
1172 
1183 
1635 
1397 
217 

7374 

It is interesting that the percentages given 
in the above table for the entire period 1893 
to 1899 do not differ significantly from 
those given in Table 1 for the year 1893 
or in Table TT for the year 1897. 

Buffalo Chips 
Editor: C. T. WALKER, BNAPS 1725, 14350 Ravine Drive, Edmonton, Alberta 

Other articles in Topics cover the events 
at the Calgary show, but even so, we feel 
that this month's column must relate the 
happenings and resolutions adopted by tbe 
members who took part in the study group 
on Western Cancels. 

First let me say that this was not a 
scheduled group meeting, but because of 
the great interest it was decided to devote 
a period to this study. Naturally since the 
October Topics had not yet been delivered 
the members (other than Edmonton) were 
not aware of our project "Buffalo Chips". 
We undertook to explain our objectives, 
aims and desires and we were overwhelm­
ed by the spontaneous enthusiasm and 
support from fellow members who wished 
to carry our idea forward and include all 
Western areas (i.e. Yukon, N.W.T., Man. 
Kee., B.C., Assa., and Alta.) So after some 
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discussion, railroading and nominating, it 
was decided to set up six major groups, each 
with its own chairman, and the overall 
project under the co-ordination of Ian 
Pilterson. 

Although the following is in part a 
repetition of last month's column, I think 
it is once again necessary to define our 
purpose and objectives, as well as outline 
how we hope to achieve results. 

The chairman of each section will have 
a master register in which to record the 
cancels from his section, plus any facts 
pertinent to the postal history (i.e. post­
masters, P.O. location, name changes, etc.). 
This sounds simple but don't for one min­
ute be deceived into thinking it is going 
to be an easy task. There is a tremendous 
amount of work involved and it will re-

( Continued on page 3 I 4) 



Constant Plate Varieties o/ tlae Canada 
$mall Queenj 

PETER J. HURSf, 3445 Cote Des Neiges Rd., Apt. 329, Montreal 25, Quebec. 

Introductory Note: 

As indicated by its title, this column will 
list and illustrate plate varieties in the 
Small Queens series that are proven to be 
of a constant nature. The data will be sup­
plemental and additional to the informa­
tion contained in Mr. Hans Reiche's excel­
lent 1961 book on the subject, and it is 
hoped that students fortunate enough tc 
possess material to contribute or enlarge 
upon the data presented, will do so. These 
tabulations will not be according to prin­
cipal classification, chronology or area 
orientation, but rather of a random nature 
and involve all denominations of the set: 

Compared to, say, a number of 19th cen­
tury issues of Great Britain and the U.S.A., 
Canada's second set after Confederation is 
still much in need of study. The timeless 
charm of terra incognita holds both the 
explorer's and the discoverer's reward alike. 

Fig. 1 

It would seem only fitting to raise the 
curtain with the earliest known re-entry 
of major caliber, from the first Montreal & 
Ottawa printings, which has never been 
recorded so far, shown in illustration No. 
I. To date, I have seen less than a dozen 

examples, three of them dated. As can be 
~n, the re-entry is quite extensive, notably 
m the top part of the stamp. The earliest 
copy bears the date of 1873 - the month 
undecipherable - and the variety is also 
represented as the fourth stamp of what 
must be a very rare horizontal strip of 
four, dated Oc. 24/75. There a re no stages 
or additional criteria on record. 

It is highly probable that this variety 
occurred on the second of the two M. & 0 . 
plat.es of the 3c (Boggs' imprint type IV -
~apr tal letters throughout). This assumption 
1s based upon a number of considerations 
most notably evidence from a block of te~ 
containing another main variety, which 
through a series of plating manaeuvers was 
definitely proven to have come from the 
above plate. It is likely that the majority, if 
not all, of the various re-entries affecting 
the ornament left of the left "3", as well 
as those showing the oval doubled at left 
came from this plate. ' 

Fig. 2 

Illustration No. 2 shows a plate ftaw 
listed by Brig. Studd over thirty years ago. 
This consists of a prominent circular fault 
near the lower left corner, represented by 
the following dated copies: 1876 (no month), 
Fe. 19/77, Mr. 10/77, Oc. 12177, No. 29/78 
and Mr. 24/79. The additional doubling of 
the lower left corner ornament occurs on 
three undated copies, and it would seem 
~ogical that it was effected subsequently, 
1.e. after 1879. 

A comparable plate flaw, this time on 
the right hand side, is shown in illustration 
No. 3, recorded hereby for the first time. 
Only four copies are known to me and it 
is possible that this variety is of dim,inishing 
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(Continued from page 312) 
BUFFALO CHIPS 

quire the dedication and enthusiasm of all 
concerned. 

Before the first cancel can be recorded 
we feel it is absolutely necessary to have a 
definite classification of cancellation types, 
one which is workable and accurate yet does 
not conflict with any existing classification 
and also allows for expansion and additions. 
Fortunately J was able to spend time with 
Mr. Ted Kilish of Detroit who is a very 
ardent student of machine cancels and he 
assured me that within the near future he 
will supply a very complete and compre­
hensive classification of this group. This 
will document the machine cancels and we 
hope that by next month we can start 
publishing classifications for the other types. 
This again will not be an easy job because 
the number of varieties is large, so you 
can understand why we require the support 
and co-operation of our fellow students. 

The end result of this study group will 
be (we hope) the eventual classification and 
recording of all matters of postal history 
which have a connection with the afore­
mentioned areas. And we hope that by 
regular communication through this column 
we will eventually "iron out" many of the 
incongruities, errors and duplication of re­
search which for many~. years have presented 
real problems. No one is infallable and it 

nature, but more copies - preferable dated 
- would be required to prove this theory. 
The plate location is in the top row, since 
one example shows the "counters" of 
denomination in the top margin. 

It will be noted that, where a position 
dot is present, it will be shown on the 
templates in each case. This is of obvious 
merit for purposes of identification and 
correlation. 

will only be with continued co-operation 
that this study group can function and ach­
ieve the desired end result. 

So if any member wishes to join and con­
tribute to this most interesting aspect of 
Canadian Postal History, please write Ian 
Paterson for further details. Also listed 
below are the chairmen of the various 
sections and I know they would be only too 
happy to record any information which 
you may have to contribute. I cannot over 
stress the fact that only a co-operative ef­
fort will produce results - the blast-off 
has been successful, now let's get into 
orbit! 

Chairmen of Groups 

Co-ordinator- Ian Paterson, 10073 Jasper 
A venue, Edmonton 

Alberta - C. T. Walker, 14350 Ravine 
Drive, Edmonton 

Saskatchewan - E. Toth, 507 Lansdown 
Ave., Saskatoon 

Man.: Kee - H. Wilding, 135 Traill 
Avenue, Winnipeg 12 

Assa. - H. Canham, 2509 Wallace Street, 
Regina 

N.W.T. & Yukon - J. D. Goodall, 13068-
124 Avenue, Edmonton 

British Columbia - J . Pike, 1927 W~t 
19th Ave.; Vancouver 9, B.C. 

SCHEDULE OF FEES AND DUES 
All Applicants must forward with their application for any type of membership the 

one dollar fee. The "Amount to Remit" in the schedule below should accompany each 
application for Regular membership. Application for Life Membership must be accom­
panied by the dues of $100.00 
Application sent in during Admission Fee 

January, February, March ......... ... ...... $1.00 
April, May, June ... ...... ........ .. .. .. ... ...... ... 1.00 
July, August, September ..... ........... ........ 1.00 
October, November, December ............ 1.00 

Dues 
$5.00 

3.75 
2.50 
1.25 

• Applicants may elect to include $5.00 dues for following year. 
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Amount to Remit 
$6.00 
4.75 
3.50 
2.25• 



THE TAGGED STAMPS OF CANADA 
PART 10 

by 

Dr. Edward S. Mercantini 

A great increase in interest in the tag­
ged stamps of Canada has been noted dur­
ing the past year. Many letters have been 
received from collectors attesting to this, 
with enquiries, information, and just plain 
chit-chat concerning Canada's tagged issues. 
Numerous philate lic societies have been 
including study groups, seminars and lec­
tures on tagged stamps in their programs, 
and collectors are becoming more know­
ledgeable in this field. 

In my last article (TOPICS, May, 1966) 
several varieties were listed including the 
1965 Christmas 5c with one 8mm band off 
center. This stamp is not a variety but a 
major error and this has been verified by 
the Post Office Department. Normally the 
8mm phosphor bands are applied so as to 
fall vertically over the perforation gutters 
on every row of the sheet so that when 
separated the single stamp shows tags on 
both left and right edges of approximately 
4mm width. When scanned by the Sefacan 
machinery in Winnipeg the normal stamp 
is ident ified and sorted as first class out of 
town mail. The error caused the phosphor 
tags to be printed almost in the center of 
the stamp so that the Sefacan reads it as a 
local delivery item and is sorted as local 
mail (such as it does with the single band 
4c tagged stamp). The error thus had to be 
hand sorted from local mail bins and re­
directed to out of town mail. 

I listed this stamp as a variety because 
numerous other st~mps of the tagged series 
over the past four years have appeared 
with single tags instead of double, off­
center tags, etc., but these were only the 
odd variety found in mixtures of thousands, 
and not described as errors by the Post 
Office Department. The 5c Christmas de­
scribed above however has been acknow­
ledged as an error, and I shall reproduce 
here the letter received by me from the 
Canada Post Office, Postage Stamp Divi­
sion, in answer to my enquiry about this 
stamp. The letter reads as follows : 

"The manufacturer of our postage stamps 
has informed us that they have deter-

mined that the full sheet 400/on did 
not properly go over to the side guide on 
the printing press causing the double 
width bar to be printed in the approxi­
mate centre of the stamp. Correctly po­
sitioned, the bar should be printed over 
each gutter so that when a stamp is 
separated it carries half the width of 
the printed bar on each side of every 
stamp margin, in other words, two ver­
tical bars per stamp. Because of the na­
ture of th is irregularity, the full sheet 
would be affected and therefore 400 
stamps would be in circulation. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Mullen for M. Lysack 

Director of Accounting 

Thus we now have a bona-fide error and 
these are not too often encountered in 
Canada's postal emissions, as the reader 
is well aware. Copies of this error are re­
tailing around $12.50 when advertised and 
for an error of which only 400 could 
possibly exist, th is price is ridiculous, and 
if you can find one, gobble it up! 

The first tagged issue of 1962 (i.e. the 
1954 Queen design) is now retailing at 
$3.00 when available and climbing steadily. 
This is quite an increase from the 
1962 retail price of 25c. With the an­
nouncement by Postmaster General Jean­
Pierre Cote that new designs will appear 
on all regular issue postage stamps com­
mencing in Feb. 8, 1967, now would be a 
good time to complete your tagged issues 
of the current Cameo head series, as they 
will be "old" issues in a few months. The 
new 1966 Christmas stamps made their 
appearance in early October and are tagged 
in both the 3c and 5c denominations as well 
as the 3c cello-paq. Incidentally this new 
Christmas stamp designed by Geoffrey Hal­
loway of Montreal and bearing a repro­
duction of Albrecht Durer's "Praying 
Hands" is a classic beauty and the choice 
of rose and orange as colours was excel­
lent. 
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vke CanaJian $tamp Collector 
GLENN F. HANSEN, No. 2203, 375 Jefferson Ave., Winnipeg 17, Manitoba 

To the west the Hudson's Bay Company 
had been in possession since 1670. From 
early times the company carried on its trade 
with England with annual voyages by way 
of Hudson's Bay. The Selkirk Settlers had 
come in 1812 and Fort Garry was estab­
lished about where Winnipeg now stands. 
When the two rival fur trading companies 
of the area amalgamated in 1821 trips 
were made twice yearly between Fort 
Garry and Montreal by canoe. A vast sys­
tem of communications, by canoe in sum­
mer and by dogsleds in winter, was main­
tained throughout the west to keep com­
pany outposts in touch with headquarters 
and the outside world. 

Mail service west of the Great Lakes 
was thus so slow that at least one factor 
in a remote outpost is known to have ar­
ranged his reading of the Montreal Gazette 
in such a manner that he was always read­
ing news exactly one year old. In 1853 the 
isolation of the Red River area became less 
acute when the United States government 
established a monthly post between the 
end of its railway system in the northwest 
and Pembina on the border. From here a 
courier carried the mail the 65 miles to 
Fort Garry. 

From 1853 to 1869 all mail sent out from 
Fort Garry was paid in United States stamps 
in addition to a ld charge to Pembina. By 
the time Manitoba entered Confederation 
there were seven post offices in the area 
administered by a post master under the 
direction of the governor and council of 
Assiniboia. 

Mail rates in Canada changed in 1844 
from that based on the number of sheets 
to one based on weight with one rate cal­
culated for each Y.t ounce. This was still 
quite expensive and led to many abuses of 
the postal service. By this time the caleche 
had been replaced by stage coaches which 
were able to carry more cargo and more 
passengers. Generally the passengers car­
ried more correspondence on a favor basis 
than the courier carried as mail. These 
passengers often delivered the mail direct 
to the addressee but in larger towns the mail 
was deposited at the post office for delivery 
by the local courier at a cost of ld. Mail 
to and from overseas was treated in much 
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the same manner by the public and many 
letters preserved from the period bear evi­
dence that the public avoided using the 
official postal service whenever possible. 

On April 6th, 1851 Canada assumed con­
trol of her postal service and issued ad­
hesive stamps to be used for the prepay­
ment of mail when desired. Rates were re­
duced to 3d per Y.t ounce for mail for 
anywhere in Canada; 6d for mail for the 
United States with the exception of the 
Pacific Coast and l 2d for Newfoundland 
or the British West Indies via Halifax and 
Liverpool. 

When Canada converted to the decimal 
system of currency in 1859 there was no 
change in postage rates. Values were simply 
converted to the new system on a basis of 
equivalents. 

At the end of 1867 a new schedule of 
rates was enacted by Parliament which re­
duced the charge to 3c per half ounce if 
prepaid and 5c per half ounce if not prepaid 
to points anywhere in Canada. For mail to 
the United States the rate was 6c per half 
ounce prepaid and JOe per half ounce not 
prepaid. This Act carne into force on April 
1st, 1868. 

With the passing of The Post Office Act 
of 187 5 it became compulsory to prepay 
postage by the use of adhesive stamps. All 
mail not so prepaid would be returned to 
the sender endorsed "Returned For Postage". 

By this time railroads were coming into 
their own in Canada wih a consequent 
reduction in the time required to deliver 
mail in Canada. As the rails pushed west­
ward more and more of the country came 
under the influence of effective mail d is­
tribution. 

The early letters sent by users of the 
country's postal service were not enclosed in 
envelopes as they are to-day. Indeed, in the 
early part of the 19th Century the use of 
envelopes would have been a luxury that 
would have doubled the cost of sending 
letters by mail. The first letters were writ­
ten on one side of a sheet of paper, often 
being written in so fine a script that it is a 
marvel to day with all our good lighting 
and optometr ic assistance that the letter 

(Continued on page 320) 



Per/in ~tuJg ~roup 
R. J. WOOLLEY, Secretary, 1S20 Bathurst St., Toronto, Ontario 

Both thanks and apologies are due to 
members of the Revenue Study Group. 
Thanks for their interest in reporting their 
holdings of perforated revenue stamps and 
apologies for the delay in reporting these 
in this column. Would Ed. Richardson, 
E. L. Piggott and Leo La France please 
note. 
R 242-Excise tax-Geo. V. 'nc carmine. 

This appears to be punched with the 
initials CICo. However as the design 
matches our C30-CTCo used by the Cater­
pillar Tractor Co. of Peoria, Ill. we have to 
consider it to be CTCo with an incomplete 
strike having the two holes of the bar of the 
letter T missing, at least until we get addi­
tional information as to whether there is a 
perforator in use with the initials CICo. 
R 144-0ntario Stock Transfer Tax- SOc 
green. 

Punched with solid cut letters MA similar 
in type to our A2 (AEA). This is a newly 
reported design and as it has not been 
reported on postal issues was no doubt 
used only on stock transfer documents, 
probably by a stock brokerage office of the 
1919-26 period. Not yet identified. 
Rl40-3-4. Ontario Stock Transfer Tax. Sc, 
30c, SOc. 

None of the above had sufficiently com­
plete strikes to be able to identify the in­
itials of the user. The die is a large size, 
probably about 16'n mils in height, ending 
in "Co" (Company abbreviated) A partial 
initial appears before the "Co" which 
could be the letter "I". We would be in­
terested to hear more of this die from 
collectors who may have a more com­
plete strike. 
R 48-Newfoundland Customs Duty- 192S 
- lc green. 

E. L. Piggott reported this along wi th 
other designs but I had already had a copy 
from Ed. Richardson. Punched CH, hori-

zontal letters S'n mils in height. The same 
initials are listed in our Perlin handbook 
with letters 16'n mils high, see C ll. All 
the copies of the large initials that I have 
seen are on the lOc postal issue of 1931 
but without gum or postal cancellation 
so could have been used for revenue pur­
poses. This large design is now reported 
on the Queen Victoria Newfoundland In­
land Revenue issue. 

It has been suggested many times that 
this design was used at the Customs House 
at St. John's but no-one as yet has been able 
to supply me with proof of such use. Can 
any-one oblige? 
R 48-Newfoundland Customs Duty 192S 
-lc green 

. . . . .... . . . . . .. . . .... 

Initials B & F with horizontal letters 
4~ mils high. These initials are similar 
to one listed in the American Perfins cata­
logue but are sl ightly smaller in size. There 
is also a possibility that it could be a New­
foundland company - British and New­
foundland Corpn. Can anyone help in the 
identification of this one? 

The following will be included in the re­
vision of the handbook. 
No. Description name of user Issue 
012 B&F H4~ .. ..................... Nfd. CD 
C38 CH HS~ ..... .... ........... .. Nfd. CD 
M24 MA (solid) H4'n ................ Ont. STT 
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CanaJian /(evenue $tuJg {itoup .NewJ 
LEO. J. LA FRANCE, 27 Underhill Rd., Ossington, N.Y. 10562 

BNAPEX '66 AT CALGARY 
A meeting of the Study Group was held 

during the Convention at Calgary and was 
attended by 11 members about evenly split 
between the States and Canada. 

Ed Richardson reported that the Special­
ized Revenue Catalog to be published by 
the Group would probably make its app~ar­
ance in April or thereabouts in '67. 

Although it will be past by the time this 
appears in print, Jim Sisson's auction in 
October contained the Revenue collection 
of the Late Dr. Frank Morgan. Keen in­
terest was expected since this collection 
contained many of the Revenue rarities. To 
put in a plug for Jim, if you are not al­
ready on his subscription list for catalogs 
and lists of prices realized, you are missing 
a good bet. These provide one of the best 
guides on Cana.'ian material in existence. 

Bill Rockett's, Colonial, Ferleral, and 
Provincial Revenue Issues exhibited at Cal­
gary garnered a Silver Medal and a show­
ing of British Columbia Laws by yours 
truly took a Bronze. Entries in other class­
es were uniformly fine and there were 
many medalists. A truly fine display of 
Canadian material was exhibited. 
MORE ON ALBERTA WILDLIFE ISSUES 

Jack Folinsbee, # 1344, has supplied in­
formation on more of these attractive 
stamps. 
1964- Resident License 

$5.00 Spring Bear-Orange brown with 
dark orange brown lettering. 

$7.50 Goat- Blue with dark blue letters. 
$7.50 Sheep - Mustard with dark yel­

low mustard brown letters. 
The format is different on the above three 

stamps in that there is a solid color panel 
on the left ancl a different mountain scene 
on the right. 
1964 - Non-resident - These are like the 
sheep, goat and bear with solid panel on the 
left, red serial numbers and perf. 121h. 

$50.00 non-res. Big game - Violet with 
deep violet letters. 

$100.00 Alien non-res. Big game -
Light brown with dark brown letters. 
1965 - Non res. - These are larger than 
the previous issue. They are 38mm wide 
by 42 mm high, the color panel is like the 
'64's except it has coat of arms at the top 
in the $50 and $100 and middle under the 
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value of the $15 White tail deer. The Non­
res. big game has 4 spaces for serial and 
tag numbers the $100 the same. 

The $15 whitetail deer bas 2 spaces and 
the colors are the same as '64. The white­
tail is pinky violet with red violet letters. 
All have red serial numbers. 

In 1965 the government issued a separate 
license for Spring Bear, blue paper with 
black lettering and two spaces, one for 
the Resident and one for Non-res, stamp, 
$5 and $25 respectively. It was valid from 
April 1 to June 15, 1965. The format of 
the stamps is the same as the 1964 issue, 
red serial numbers but the color is slightly 
changed. It is more tan with dark brown 
letters in the $5 and light green with dark 
green letters for the $25 non-res. Both 
have one space at the bottom for license 
serial number. 

There is also an Antelope stamp. This 
is on a white license, similar in 64 and 65 
except in 64 is form 51 and 65 form WAS. 
The stamp is rouletted and measures 25mm 
by 531h mm. It is white with blue letters 
coat of arms on left and red serial num­
ber. The 64 and 65 look alike. The license 
is an application form and is validated by 
the stamp and by a rubber stamp indicating 
the area in which the antelope may be 
hunted. Blue hand stamp with black num­
ber handstamp on top. The application has 
a map on the black with all areas indicated. 
On the 64 license the word application is 
blackened out with a rubber handstamp but 
is not on the 65. The applications are also 
rouletted on the left side. 

There is more info forthcoming on these 
issues and it is hoped that with Jack's and 
other's help we can have a complete listing 
in the near future. 
BILL STAMPS 

Can anyone report having any of the 
following in the 1st Issue? 

!.- "Broken E" in ONE of lc 
2.- Pair, lmperf. Horiz.- lc 
3.- Pair, Jmperf. Horiz.- 6c 
4.-"B" for "P" in "STAMP" of 6c 
If anyone can show us copies of any 

stamp listed we would be happy to hear 
from you. 

Well since this will probably appear in the 
Dec. Issue, the BEST OF WISHES for a 
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON. 



Canada's Semi-Official Airmails 
by DANIEL G. ROSENBLAT (BNAPS 1445) Apt. 404, 2235 Laguna St., San Francisco 

I have just had the great pleasure of at­
tending my first B.N.A.P.S. Convention and 
meeting in person several of you with 
whom I have corresponded in the past as 
well as many of the great and indeed al­
most legendary names in Canadian phil­
ately. Unfortunately several of the people 
whom I would especially have liked to 
meet were not able to be present - John 
Cornelius, Don Amos, Ivan Deacon and 
Earnest Schiewick Smith, the president of 
our study group, were sadly missed. 

However, Ed Richardson was there and 
so were Jim Sissons, Stuart Johnstone and 
Fred Jarrett, all of whom were kind enough 
to give me a good deal of their time and 
several most interesting sidelights on vari­
ous aspects of the Semi-officials. 

Among the many points that we discussed 
was the question of the so-called "plate 
numbers" which appear on the margins of 
the sheets of eight of the Patricia Airways 
and Exploration stamps. We are all pretty 
well agreed that they cannot be actual plate 
numbers since the quantity of stamps print­
ed was much too small to justify several 
plates, much less twenty of them as the 
numbers would suggest. Jim Sissons advan­
ced the interesting theory that the stamps 
might have been printed in large sheets 
containing twenty panes of eight, each pane 
being designated with a number, and the 
large sheet being subsequently cut into panes 
before issue. 

However, I subsequently had the oppor­
tunity to discuss this theory with Fred 
J arret!, who participated in the design of 
the stamp and knew quite a bit about its 
production, and ~tlthough he could not give 
me any answer ·as to the meaning of the 
numbers he did very much doubt that 
the stamps were printed in large sheets. It 
was his recollection that the firm that did 
the printing was a relatively small shop at 
the time and would not have had the 
equipment or facilities to produce the stamp 
in a larger format than the panes of eight 
with which we are familiar. 

Thus the question of these numbers re-

mains unanswered but I would most cer­
tainly like to hear any further informa­
tion or theories that any of you may have 
to offer. 

While en route to Calgary I was able 
to stop over in Vancouver for a first time 
visit with Lloyd Banner who has been so 
very helpful to the column on so many 
occasions, and whose three part article 
on the Yukon Airways - which appeared 
in Topics in the spring of 1963 - is quite 
the most definitive work on any of the 
setl:ti-official issues. He most kindly pre­
sented me with an inscribed manuscript of 
th,at article and I would certainly suggest 
that any of you who have occasion to be 
in Vancouver should make a point of meet­
ing Lloyd - a more knowledgeable and 
more charming person would be difficult to 
imagine. 

While in Calgary I also had the oppor­
tunity of a few words with the new Lib­
rarian of the Society, Stewart Kenyon, and 
and was much impressed with his plans 
for indexing the many periodicals in the 
Library according to the subject matter 
of the articles. Since the Library contains 
a very great selection of aerophilatelic 
magazines it is quite likely that once the 
indexing is completed we may find quite 
a number of articles on the semi-officials 
hitherto undiscovered.· 

There was considerable discussion at the 
Convention in regard to the forthcoming 
revision of the Canadian section of the 
American Airmail Society Catalogue. It 
appears that almost the entire e~itorial 
staff of the Canadian section will b' made 
up of members of B.N.A.P.S. and it is 
therefore to be hoped that this revision -
scheduled to appear in about two years-­
will include a thorough, correct and up to 
date listing of the Semi-official flights. Ed 
Richardson has mentioned the possibility 
that it may also include a listing of the 
Semi-official stamps, and if this can be 
accomplished the resllit should be the best 
complete catalogue of these issues avail­
able. 

SUPPORT ''TOPICS" WITH ARTICLES 
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THE BOX AND OVAL POSTMARKS 
OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

by N. W. Scales, B.N.A.P.S. 1058 

The Post Office Newfoundland Box Post­
marks was used by about twenty towns from 
the period of 1918 to 1933. The earliest 
date Mar. 21, 1918 from Bell Island, C.B. 
in purple. 

One being from Stag Bay; Labrador in 
Red. This town is now a ghost town and 
no postoffice remains. This cover could 
have been an air mail cover from that early 
period of the 1922 and 1923 flights. 

PO ST O FFICC. 
NEWf'OUt40\.AN0 

?. ~ .liP!1923 

STAG C .. : , I.. :'": \~OR. 

(Continued from page 316) 

could be de-ciphered. It was also an early 
practice to completely fill a page with writ­
ing from top to bottom and then to write 
on all exposed edges and across the page 
as well. 

These sheets were folded in upon them­
selves and sealed and then addressed upon 
the exposed front. Collectors of these early 
covers quite often find the letter inside to 
be every bit as interesting as the postal 
cover itself. By 1851 when Canada took 
over control of her postal system envelopes 

Have another Labrador T.P.O. 1927 in 
a bright green, and an air mail cover Per 
Aerial Mail, St. Anthony in black, to St. 
John's, dated April 22, 1922. 

Other Box Postmarks in blue, carmine, 
green and shades of red. Towns: Coley's 
Point, St. Bernards, Bishop Falls, Hearts 
Content, Burlington, St. George, Spring­
dale, Burin North, Stephenville Crossing, 
Hampden Bay De Verde and Port Anson. 

The oval Postal Telegraphs seem to have 
a shorter period of usage from 1930 to 
1935. See photo for postmark. They come 
in as many colors as the Box cancel, but 
from different towns and find some used on 
Post Cards and also on backs of covers as a 
receiving mark. I have about the same 
number of oval covers and cards as I have 
of the Box Postmarks. 

were coming into use and folded letter 
sheets rapidly disappeared. 

Early envelopes themselves are an inter­
esting study. Sizes varied but tended to be 
small and in fact some were so tiny that 
when the Large Cents Issue came into use 
in 1868 some public outcry arose that the 
stamps were too large for use on the cur­
rent envelopes available for the gentler sex. 
Mourning covers, black-edged envelopes, 
were fashionable during the period and 
were used to soften the blow of sad news. 
These covers are much sought after by 
collectors to day. 

CONTINUE TO GET NEW MEMBERS 
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ClaJJi/ieJ Vopicj 
THE B.N.A. MARKET PLACE • RESERVED FOR BNAPS MEMBERS 
RATES: 
4 cents per word per insertion; 500 
words to be used as desired, $15.00. 
Payable with copy in advance. 

WANTED 

WANTED: 19th Century Covers from Western 
Conodo ond Western U.S. Collections and 
Accumulations. Will buy or trade. Have U.S., 
Br. Cols., Canadian plate blocks and Cano· 
dian Squared Circles for trading. Daniel H. 
Deutsch, 1355 Cresthoven Dr., Pasadena, 
Calif. 91105 250 

WANTED on a pproval for historical collection. 
Covers and postcards f rom Merseo, Leaming­
ton, Kingsville, Ruthven, Comber, Blythes­
wood, Wheatley in Essex County. Eugene 
Barna, R.R. 2, Leamington, Ont. 251 

FOR SALE 

PATRIOTIC CARD Unused $3.00. Anything else 
Canadian?, Jack's Stamp Farm, Route 6B, 
Woodstock, Ontario. 251 

SUPPORT THE SALES CIRCUIT 

Copy for Classified Topics should be sent 
to Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, 
Malvern, Pennsylvania. 

FOR SALE 

CANADA REVENUES: All sorts of other Canada 
material available - Why not send a Buck 
for a starter or $2.00 for the new Sissons­
Sooner or later you'll write; Why not NOW? 
Holey's Exchange, Box 205, Fryeburg, Maine 
04037. 265 

CANADIAN SLOGANS 1965 list available. Free 
to Bank Members. G. H. Potts, Halfmoon Bay, 
B.C. Canodo. 256 

CLEA NING out albums to specialize. Most Scott 
listed Canadian stomps 20% discount from 
standard dea ler price list. Hurry before new 
price lists with upward price revisions are 
listed. Have used singles, mint singles, blocks, 
plate blocks, tagged stamps, miniature sheets 
and some booklets. Send your want list to 
type of approvals needed. This ad good until 
Jan. 31, 1967. William Ash, 122.4 Colonial 
Dr., Inkster, Mich . .48141. 

Everybody seems to BOAST. Make them PROVE IT! 

You see many ads boasting of huge stocks and unbelievable 
sums spent to maintain these stocks. 

I turn over plenty of Canadian material, and have handled 
U.S. and Canadian stamps exclusively since 1929. 

If you have ANY stamps you w ish to turn into IMMEDIATE 
cash, I think I can afford to pay a decent price. 

MAKE ME PROVE IT! 

LEO SCARLET 

116 Nassau Street New York, N.Y. 10038 

MEMBER: ASDA, BNAPS, RCPS, BIA, APS, etc. 
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The bisect of the New Brunswick 3d d ull red on blue is " always found in connection with other 
3d stamps or a 6d stomp" and "no ha lf specimen of this value is known used by itself," according 
to a quote in Jarrell. This presumably uniuue cover, certified by Fred Jarrell in 1937 and recently 
by the B.P.A., ca rries bockstomps of St. John and Harvey, N.B., of August 6, 1858. The grid 
cancellation embodies " 12". The cover will be auctioned in January by Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc., 
589 Fifth Ave., New York 10017. 

C O MING 

FEB. 28, MARCH 1, 2 

ANOTHER VERY FINE AUCTION OF 

.BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

Request copy of illustrated 

auction catalogue, now. 

H . R . HARMER , I NC . 
International Philatelic Auctioneer 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10036 

(212) PL. 7-4460 
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BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

I deal in the stamps of Canada, as well a s 
~ritish Columbia, New Brunswick, Newfound­
fond, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 
exclusively. 
A •pec.iolized price list of Canada t. avail· 
able to sincere Collector>. 

PHILIP 5. HOROWITZ 
P.O. Box 42, East Elmhurst, N.Y. 11369 

255 

Toronto Stamp Colledors' Club 
Established 1892 

lst and 3rd Thursdays- 8 p.m. 
PARK PLAZA HOTEL 

VISITORS WELCOME ct 

SUPPORT 

YOUR 

ADVERTISERS 



BNAPS 

HANDBOOKS 
THE ADMIRAL STAMPS, 1911-1925 

by Hans Reiche {Marler's Handbook Revised) ... ................ . $5.00 

THE SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARKS OF CANADA 
Case-bound copies ...... .... ..... ... .... ..... ..... ... .... ..... .. ..... ... ..... . $3.00 
by Dr. Alfred Whitehead. Third edition .. . ... ... .. . . .. . .. . ... ..... . $2.00 

(Completely revised- many new features) 

REGISTERED LETTER STAMPS OF CANADA 
by Smythies & Smith (C.P.S. of G.B.) ..... ........ ... .. .......... .. $3.00 

CANADIAN DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS OF THE 
VICTORIAN ERA, 1860-1902 (Revised Edition) 

by E. A. Smythies, C.I.E., F.R .P.S.L. (C.P.S. of G.B.) ............ $2.25 

CANADIAN TRANSPORT POSTMARKS HANDBOOK 
AND CATALOGUE OF R.P.O.'s & WATER P.O.'s 

by T. P. G. Shaw M.A., B.Sc. (R.P.S.C.) (linen bound) $5.00 

CANADIAN FANCY CANCELLATIONS 
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

by K. M. Day, M.D., F.R.P.S.L. & E. A. Smythies, F.R.P.S.L. $3.00 

CONSTANT PLATE VARIETIES OF THE CANADA SMALL 
QUEENS 

by Hans Reiche. 24 pages .... ........ .... . ...... ..... ... .. .... .. ........ ... $1.25 

CANADA REVENUES AND FRANKS 
196-4 a priced catalogue. J. N. Sissons ...... ... ....... .......... . $2.00 

CANADA PRE-CANCEL CATALOGUE, 1965 
Edited by H. G. Walburn ... .......... ..... .. .............. ... ............ $2.00 

THE POSTAL STATIONERY OF CANADA- NELSON BOND 
A reference catalogue- 1953-132 pages- hard cover ... . $2.50 

CANADIAN POST OFFICE GUIDE-1 863-REPRINT 
Historical review-rules, regulations and rates .. . ... ... ... .. .. $1.50 

O.H.M.S. & G. PERFORATED AND OVERPRINTED 
Checklist and Cata logue by Roy Wrig ley .... .... .... ........... . $2.00 

THE POST OFFICES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
by G. H. Melvin .. .... .... ... ... .. ... ... . ... ... . . .. ..... .. . ..... .......... ... . . .. . $3.00 

The a bove books are obtainable a t the prices noted (postpaid) from : 

R. J. Woolley, Apt. 206, 1520 Bathurst St., Toronto 10, Ont. 
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1967 LYMAN'S B.N.A. CATALOGUE 1967 

CONFEDERATION EDITION - EXTRA PAGES - EXTRA VALUE 
PRICE 60c each- 2 for $1.20- 5 for $2.85 

Hundreds of price changes - Biggest issue ever printed. 
Buy from us or your favourite dealer. Sold coast to coast. 

B.N.A. WANT LISTS FILLED - B.N.A. BOUGHT FOR CASH 

ROBERT W. LYMAN (CANADA) COMPANY 
Box 23-BN STATION D, TORONTO 9, ONTARIO, CANADA 

CANADIAN REVENUES 

The NEW SISSONS catalogue ($2.00 
postpaid) has revived much interest 
in this fascinating "sideline"-over 
1600 varieties await you. 

CANADA 
NEWFOUNDLAND 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

Two Specials 

Ontario Laws- R68-83, 85 
List Price $6.55 Special $3 .50 

Your want-li sts for claulcal and modern 
iuun of the above groups will be given 
careful attention. 

Newfoundland Inland Revenue 
5--$5.00 List price $1 0.00 

Special at $6.50 

Our stock is large and varied, with many 
elusive items always on hand. 

Your Want List Welcome. 

L. A . DAVENPORT 
230 Lonsmount Drive 

Toronto 10 Canada 

ct 

STANLEY STAMP COMPANY 
(1 958) LTD. 

877 Hornby Street 
Vancouver 1, B.C. 

Canada 

OUR MAIL AUCTION SALES 

ore carefully and accurately described. lots for dealers and 
collectors always included 

We specialize in filling Want lists for USED 
only GT. BRITAIN and COLONIES 

START STAMPS 
P.O. Box 130, Teaneck, N.J. 
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OPPORTUNITY 

I can offer luxury quality examples of the following 

British North America items, all subject unsold: 

British Columbia # s 1, 3 both mint 

Canada #3 used, #31 unused, # 88C on cover 

New Brunswick # 5 unused 

Newfoundland #2 used, # 4 unused, # 16 C1 and C5 
on cover 

Nova Scotia # 10 mint block of 9 

All of these rarities have certificates, w ith the excep­

tion of the Nova Scotia. 

The above are merely random selections. Plenty of 

other interesti ng specia lized materia l and rare single items 

are available. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 

P.O. Box 299 

Marblehead, Mass. 



WE MOVED TO 

SUITE 27 

THE MEZZANINE FLOOR 

KING EDWARD HOTEL 

37 KING STREET EAST 

DECEMBER FIRST 

We occupy a suite of offices on the east side of the 

mezzanine floor with easy access by elevator or stairs. The 

King Edward is a Sheraton Hotel. They will be happy to 

look after all requirements of our out of town customers. 

SEASONS GREETINGS 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 

TORONTO 


