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Just released, van Dam’s ReveNews #164

Featuring the Effigy Electric Light Inspection
and Newfoundland Inland Revenue Stamp

Collections of the late Peter de Groot

Also featuring Die Proofs of the 1864 Law Stamps,
 Full Panes of the 1958 BC Centennial Law Stamps,

Bell Telephone Franks, Tea Tax Markings,
$5 War Savings Stamp, Cigarette Stamp on Opened Box,
Federal and Provincial (BC, NB, QC, SK) Law Stamps,

and many other interesting stamps and documents.

For a pdf sample copy in colour visit:

www.canadarevenuestamps.com

E.S.J. van Dam Ltd.
P.O. Box 300, Bridgenorth, ON, Canada K0L 1H0

Phone (705) 292 7013   Fax (705) 292 6311
E-mail: esvandam@esjvandam.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA LAW STAMPS:
The Notes of Judge Thomas Futcher

In a 1980 article appearing in Stamp Collector, Charles
(Chuck) Emery makes reference to the notes of Judge

Thomas Futcher, an early BC Law Stamp collector of late
1800s and early 1900s.  These notes pertained to the
printing and perforating of the Second Issue BC Law
Stamps by the Colonist Printing Company.  Six sets of notes
were made: Two of the sets were given to the BC Archives
and the Victoria Public Library.  Sets were also given to
Senator Calder of Saskatchewan (born in Ontario), Reg
Nairne and R. Angus of Victoria and Rev. McCall of
Edmonton.
     The sets given to the Library and the Archives are long
gone.  Have any of the others survived?  Please get in touch
with me if you have, or know of, a set of Futcher’s notes.

J. Richard Fleet – jrfleet@shaw.ca

Ralph Whitney Walther, 1925-2011

Ralph W. Walther of Merrill Gardens in Vacaville, California, lost
his battle with emphysema on Friday, July 29 , 2011, and was laidth

to rest at the Sacramento Valley National Cemetery in Dixon, Califor-
nia.
     Ralph was an honoured member of the American Philatelic Society
and held office on its Board of Vice Presidents and Finance Committee. 
Along with his wife Betty, he was a member of the Collectors Clubs of
Denver, New York and San Francisco and was an avid collector of
Canadian Revenue stamps.  Ralph and Betty were frequent attendees at
Bill Rockett’s famous annual “Get-Togethers”.
     Memorials may be given to the American Lung Association of
California, 1029 J Street, Suite 450, Sacramento, CA 95814 or visit:
www.lungsusa.org/associations/states/california

– Fritz Angst

For Sale by Collector:
Comprehensive, Award-Winning Collection
of Alberta and Saskatchewan Law Stamps

Comprising Many Rarities, including:
Complete Reconstructed Alberta First and
Saskatchewan Second Issue Law Stamps,

30 different Alberta sheets (van Dam lists only 16),
Also includes all 5 known copies of AL8, Plate II.

Will sell all or any part-copies available.

John J. Gaudio
303 Otis Street, Lakewood CO, 80226 USA

Phone 303 232 9227  Fax 303 237 4255



Québec’s Law Stamp Taxes, Registration Stamp Duties and Stamp Fees
in Provincial Registry Offices, 1864-1992

Christopher D. Ryan

– Part 2: Analysing the Revenue Stamping of Registered Documents –

Revenue-stamped documents produced in Québec Registry Offices
can be divided into three basic Types as follows:

Type 1 - Copies of the myriad documents that were required by provin-
cial law to be officially registered and/or deposited, 

Type 2- Documents issued by registrars, and other miscellaneous
services,

Type 3- Ledgers maintained by registrars.

Type 1 documents are discussed below; Types 2 and 3 will be discussed
in future installments of this article.

Standard Document Registrations

Stamped copies of standard documents (included in Type 1 above) form
the majority of extant documents associated with Québec’s registry
offices.  The application of revenue stamps to these documents varied
by date, location of the registry office and type of document.  This
resulted in six stamping schemes for these papers:

Type 1A- Law Stamp Tax only
  (October 1 , 1864, through December 31 , 1866),st st

Type 1B- Registration Stamp Duty only
  (January 1 , 1867, through April 27 , 1973),st th

Type 1C- Law Stamp Tax and Registration Stamp Duty
  (January 1 , 1867, through May 31 , 1968),st st

Type 1D- Law Stamp Tax, Registration Stamp Duty and Stamp Fees
  (July 1 , 1894, through May 31 , 1968),st st

Type 1E- Registration Stamp Duty and Stamp Fees
  (July 1 , 1894, through September 27 , 1971),st th

Type 1F - Registration Stamp Fees only
  (September 28 , 1971, through April 30 , 1992).th th

The Tariffs for the Law Stamp Tax, Registration Stamp Duties and
Stamp Fees are presented at the end of this Part.

Special Document Registrations and Deposits

The special registrations and deposits described below were exempt
from Registration Stamp Duty from various dates starting in July 1880. 
Fees still applied to the registration or deposit, payable in stamps or
cash as determined by the date and Registry Office.

!Renewals of registrations, provided the Stamp Duty had been paid
on the original registration (from July 24 , 1880).  The Stamp Fees forth

these items were set by Part ‘A’ of the 1891 Tariff.
! Deposits of certain documents concerning judicial and municipal
sales of immovable property for debts, taxes, et cetera, as well as
voters lists and other municipal documents (from July 24 , 1880). th

(See Tariff of Registration Duties below for details). The Stamp Fees
for these items were set by Part ‘B’ of the 1891 Tariff.
! Deeds for immovable property made under the Special Corporate
Powers Act and registered duty-paid in one registration division were
not subject to a second Stamp Duty if also registered in another
division (from June 1 , 1932).st

! Deeds evidencing loans made by the Canadian Farm Loan Board
(later called the Farm Credit Corporation) or by the Québec Farm
Credit Bureau (Office du crédit agricole du Québec) (from August
13 , 1941).th

     Under the enacting statute of 1849, the Law Stamp Tax was to apply
to “the registration of all deeds and instruments in the [respective]
Registry Offices.”  An 1899 publication of L’Association des Régistra-
teurs de la Province de Québec stated that the Stamp Tax did apply to
registrations and to deposits made for cancellations and did not apply

to deposits of voters’ lists, municipal documents, renewals of registra-
tions, and legal actions made without payment of fees (in forma
pauperis) by special permission of a Court.  No comment was made in
the 1899 publication regarding deposits made for judicial and municipal
sales of seized property.[54]  Thus, the complete situation remains to be
determined from extant documents and other sources, and Modified
Types 1C and 1D below may not exist.

Modified Type 1C- Law Stamp Tax only
  (July 24 , 1880, through May 31 , 1968)th st

Modified Type 1D- Law Stamp Tax and Registration Stamp Fees
  (July 1 , 1894, through May 31 , 1968)st st

Modified Type 1E - Registration Stamp Fees only
  (July 1 , 1894, through Sept. 27 , 1971)st th

     The Law Stamp Tax was revoked June 1 , 1968, and the Registrationst

Stamp Duties were repealed for salaried offices September 28 , 1971.th

Examples of Revenue Stamping of Registered Documents

The following items must be noted when analysing a registered
document from the period of 1864 through the 1960s:
â The type of document;
ã The date and office of registration;
ä The sum of money changing hands, or otherwise represented;
å The number of cadastral lot numbers of immovable property affected
by the document.  This would occur with items such as mortgages,
deeds of sale of land, conveyances of land under a will, et cetera;
æ Any earlier papers that would be renewed, cancelled, or otherwise
changed by the document.  This would occur with items such as a
renewal or discharge of a debt or mortgage, or a transfer of a debt or
mortgage from one creditor to another, or a ‘subrogation’ in which 
both a debt or claim and any associated rights and duties are trans-
ferred from one name to another, et cetera;
ç For registrars paid salaries, the number of words in the document.

     For the period of September 1971 through April 1992, the tariffs are
much simpler and only the following items need to be noted:
â The type of document;
ã The date and office of registration;
ä The number of hypothecs, debts, sales, cadastral lots, creditors or

secondary documents affected by, or included in, the document.

     The applicability of Law Stamp Tax and of Registration Stamp Fees
is then determined by reference to Figure 2 in Part 1 of this article (CRN
¹ 74, September 2011) for the Stamp Tax and to Table 2 in Part 1 for
the Stamp Fees.  Registration Stamp Duties applied in all registry
offices from January 1 , 1867, through April 27 , 1971, and thereafterst th

in only a limited number of offices.  The tariffs of the three stamp levies
are detailed at the end of this Part.
     Documents dated in the 1960s from Salaried Offices and dated in the
mid to late 1960s from Non-Salaried Offices cannot be reliably analysed
at present.  The Stamp Duty Tariff of 1968 mentions earlier regulations
amending the tariff in the Revised Statutes of 1964, but provides no
identifying details and these items have not yet been found by this
writer.  In addition, no amendments to the Stamp Fees have been found
in sources published after 1956, up to September 1971.  It cannot be
stated with certainty that no changes were made to the fees in that
period.
     Illustrated on the pages following are examples of five of the revenue
stamping schemes, Types 1B through 1F, for standard registrations.

(Text to be continued.  Stamp Tariffs begin on page 8.)
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Figure 4: An example of a Type 1B document.

This is an October 1 , 1962, pledge of movable property asst

collateral security for a loan of $15,000, to be repaid in five
years, with interest payable monthly at 8% per annum.

This document was registered by deposit on October 13 ,th

1962, in the Registry Office for the Registration Division of
Bagot, at the Village of St-Liboire.

The nature, date and location of this registration made it
subject to only a $0.60 Registration Stamp Duty as per the
tariff of January 1867, as amended August 1914, for docu-
ments evidencing a pledge of movable property valued at over
$10,000, up to $20,000.

Prior to January 8 , 1972, registration fees were paid at theth

Bagot Registry Office without stamps and retained by the
registrar as remuneration for services rendered.
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Figure 5: An example of a Type 1C document.

This is a January 21 , 1868, mortgage given as securityst

for a prior loan of 40 pounds Canadian Currency (Louis
Courant) and outstanding interest of 13 pounds, 17
shillings and 10 pence, for a total debt of approximately
$215.57.  (£1 Can = $4, 1 shilling = 12 pence = 20 cents)

This document was registered by transcription at length
on January 23 , 1868, at the Registry Office for therd

Registration Division of Kamouraska, in the County and
Judicial District of Kamouraska.  The lands subject to the
mortgage were not identified in the document by official
cadastral lot numbers; they were simply described by
their locations and dimensions.  Cadastral plans were not
introduced in Kamouraska County until April 1882.[55]

The nature, date and location of this registration made
it subject to Stamp Tax and Stamp Duty as follows:
! $0.70 Law Stamp Tax, for documents of 501 to 600

words, at a rate of $0.50 for the first 400 words, plus
$0.10 per additional 100 words, or fraction of 100, to
a maximum tax of $1,

! $0.15 Registration Stamp Duty, levied as per the
tariff of January 1867 on each document not other-
wise specified.

The Law stamps were cancelled in manuscript by the
registrar with “Jan 23/68” and his initials; the Registra-
tion stamp is similarly cancelled with “Fév 28/68”.  Prior
to June 1892, registrars were not authorized to sell
revenue stamps.  The public was expected to purchase the
necessary stamps elsewhere at an authorised vendor and
present them to the registry office to be affixed.  It is
surmised that the 15-cent Registration stamp was pre-
sented only when the document was retrieved by its
depositor from the registrar.

Prior to March 27 , 1971, registration fees were paidth

at the Kamouraska Division without stamps and retained
by the registrar as remuneration for services rendered.
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Figure 6: An example a Type 1D document.

This is an April 17 , 1896, agreement for a $2000 loan at 5½%th

annual interest, for which the borrower mortgaged two lots of
immovable property as security.  These lots are identified later
in the document by their official cadastral numbers.

This document was registered by transcription at length on
April 17 , 1896, in the Registry Office for the Registrationth

Division of Montréal-Est.   In addition to the transcription, a
brief description of the agreement, along with its registration
number E-14-549-41245, would have been entered under each
official cadastral number in an index to immovable property.

The nature, date and location of this registration made it
subject to Stamp Tax, Stamp Duty and Stamp Fees as follows:
! $1 Law Stamp Tax, for documents of more than 800

words, at a rate of $0.50 for the first 400 words, plus $0.10
per additional 100 words, or fraction of 100, to a maximum
tax of $1,

! $0.50 Registration Stamp Duty, levied as per the tariff of
January 1867, as amended July 1880, on each document
effecting or evidencing a transaction of immovable prop-
erty for a sum of $1000 and up,

! $2.80 Registration Stamp Fees, as per the tariff of 1891,
which were collected by stamps at Montréal since July
1894, comprising,
- $0.50 for the signed registration certificate rubber-stamp-

ed in the left margin,
- $0.20 for the first entry in the index to immovable

property
- $0.10 for the second entry in the index,
- $2.00 for transcribing the document’s 1801 to 1900

words at a rate of $0.50 for the first 400 words, plus
$0.10 per additional 100 words, or fraction of 100.
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Figure 7: An example a Type 1E document.

This is a June 5 , 1947, deed of sale for one lot of immovableth

property in Stoneham-et-Tewkesbury in the County of Québec
for the sum of $4050.

This document was registered by transcription at length on
June 6 , 1947, in the Registry Office for the Registrationth

Division of Québec.   In addition to the transcription, a brief
description of the sale, along with its registration number B-
641-566-314711, would have been entered under the official
cadastral lot number in an index to immovable property.

The nature, date and location of this registration made it
subject to Stamp Duty and Stamp Fees as follows:
! $0.50 Registration Stamp Duty, levied as per the tariff of

January 1867, as amended July 1909, on each document
effecting or evidencing a transaction of immovable prop-
erty for a sum from $1000 up to $10,000,

! $2.70 Registration Stamp Fees, as per the tariff of 1891,
as amended July 1919, which were collected by stamps at
Québec City since July 1894, comprising,
- $0.50 for the signed registration certificate rubber-stamp-

ed in the left margin,
- $0.20 for the entry in the index to immovable property
- $2.00 for transcribing the document’s 341 words at the

amended 1919 rate of $2.00 for the first 400 words, plus
$0.10 per additional 100 words, or fraction of 100.
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Figure 8: An example of a Type 1F document.

This is a marriage contract of December 6 , 1972.  It wasth

registered by deposit on December 7  in the Registry Officeth

for the Registration Division of Québec.

The nature, date and location of this registration made it
subject to only an $8.00 Registration Stamp Fee as per the
tariff of September 1971, for documents not otherwise speci-
fied in the tariff.  Under that tariff, Stamp Duty was no longer
levied at offices with personnel paid by salary.
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Tariffs of Québec’s Registration Stamp Duties, 1867-1973

Note: In the tariffs of Duties and Fees, a date given in parentheses, e.g. (24)
July 1880, represents the date of issue of an order or of assent to a statute
that does not contain within its text a specific date of implementation.  The
change arising from such an order or statute may or may not have been
implemented, either universally or piecemeal, on the date of issue or assent.

Tariff of January 1867, with Amendments through Circa 1964

Documents Registrations
! Every will, marriage contract, or donation:

1 January 1867 – $0.30

! Every deed, or instrument effecting or evidencing the sale, exchange,
hypothecation or mortgage of real estate (immovable property), for a sum
or consideration:

1 January 1867– price or sum exceeding $400 – $0.30

(24) July 1880– price or sum less than $400 – $0.10
– $400 and less than $1000 – $0.30
– $1000 and up – $0.50

(30) July 1909– price or sum less than $400 – $0.10
– $400 and less than $1000 – $0.30
– $1000 up to $10,000 – $0.50
– Over $10,000 – $0.40 plus $0.10 per $10,000,

   or fraction of $10,000

(14) July 1914– In the case of hypothecs (mortgages) where deeds made
subsequently to the original deed secured additional immov-
able property for the same original sum of money, the
amount of the duty on the later deeds was to be based on the
value of the additional property.

! Every deed creating or evidencing a hypothec (mortgage) or a pledge upon
movable property only, or upon a combination of movable and immovable
property.  For deeds securing additional property made subsequently to the
original deed and for the same original sum of money, the amount of the duty
was to be based on the value of the additional property.  (This duty was aimed
primarily at trust deeds, mortgage deeds, pledges of security and similar
devices used to secure corporate bonds, debentures and debenture stock under
the Special Corporate Powers Act.)

20 August 1914 – sum guaranteed less than $400 – $0.10
– $400 and less than $1000 – $0.30
– $1000 up to $10,000 – $0.50
– Over $10,000 – $0.40 plus $0.10 per $10,000,

       or fraction of $10,0 00

! Every other deed or instrument:
1 January 1867 – $0.15 (24) July 1880 – $0.20

Searches of Registry Office Records  (See Note ††.)
! Every search, with or without certificate issued by the Registry Office

1 January 1867 – $0.05 (24) July 1880 – $0.10 [25, 43]

Tariff of Circa 1964-1968

The order in council that set a new tariff of Stamp Duties from June 1 , 1968,st

stated as follows:

     Whereas section 28 of the Stamp Act (RSQ 1964, c. 80) fixes a tariff for
registrations;
     Whereas section 29 of the same act authorizes the Lieutenant-Governor in
Council to amend and repeal at his discretion, the tariff for registrations
stipulated in section 28 of the act;
     Whereas several orders in council have already been adopted to change the
tariff originally set forth in section 28 of the act; 
     Whereas it is now expedient to set a new tariff for registrations;
     It is ordered . . . .[45]

This writer has not been able to find the changes to the tariff mentioned above. 
These items appear to have not been published in the Québec Official Gazette. 
They can likely be found in the archives in Québec City.

Tariff of - 1 June 1968 – 27 September 1971 for Salaried Offices
         - 1 June 1968 – 27 April 1973 for Non-Salaried Offices

Document Registrations
! Any deed, contract, agreement, declaration, application or notice not

specifically mentioned elsewhere in the Tariff of Duties – $1
! Any release or discharge of a mortgage or other obligation – $2
! Any instrument effecting a sale, exchange, conveyance, giving in payment,

gift, lease, obligation, hypothecation (mortgage), assignment as security,
commercial pledge, transfer of precedence, transfer, sale or assignment of a
debt:– value or consideration less than $10,000 – $2

– $10,000 and up, but less than $25,000 – $3
– $25,000 up to $100,000 – $4
– over $100,000 – $3 plus $1 per $100,000, or fraction of $100,000

! Any cadastral notice, notice of renewal, sale, gift or conveyance of rent,
prorogation of term, confirmation, rectification, subrogation, servitude – $2

! Any writ of summons or certificate of succession duties – $0.50
! Affixing a registration certificate, if requested, on an additional copy of any

instrument registered or deposited – $0.30

Searches of Registry Office Records
! Certificate of search – First entry – $1, each additional entry – $0.30
! Continuation of certificate of search

– First entry or notation of no entries – $0.50, each additional entry – $0.30

Documents Issued by Registry Office
! Copy of deed – $0.30      ! Property transfer notice – $0.30 [29, 45, 46]

Registration Stamp Duties were repealed in law as of September 1 , 1981,st

for Registry Offices remunerated by cash fees, but the last such office was
changed to salaries as of April 28 , 1973.th

Exemptions from Registration Stamp Duty, 1880 onward
! (24) July 1880: Deposits of voters’ lists and other municipal documents.
! (24) July 1880: Renewals of registrations if duty paid on original registration.
! Documents deposited at Registry Offices concerning municipal and judicial

sales of immovable property for debts, taxes, et cetera, specifically:

– (24) July 1880: Notices of address and changes of address of hypothecary
creditors and of “every transferee, heir, donee or legatee of an hypothecary
creditor” so that they can be promptly informed by the registrar of judicial
sales or confirmations of title of immovable property.
– (24) July 1880: Notices of judicial sales of immovable property under
seizure for debts (Sheriff’s Sales, vente de licitation forcée)
– (24) July 1880: Certificates of cancellation of a sale for municipal taxes.
(Redeemed by payment of taxes.); Lists of lands sold for municipal taxes.
– (20) May 1905: Notices of judicial sales of immovable property ordered in
suits for partition; Notices of applications to a court for confirmation of title.
– (5) March 1915: Notices of judicial sales of immovable property for
municipal taxes.
– Prothonotary certificates of release from seizure (1880), of the abandonment
of a partition suit (1905), or of the abandonment of a confirmation of title
(1905). [43a, b, c, 47]

! 1 June 1932: Deeds for immovable property executed under the Special
Corporate Powers Act and registered duty-paid in one registration division
are not subject to duty if also registered in another division.[48]

! (13) August 1941: Deeds evidencing loans made by the Farm Credit
Corporation or by the Québec Farm Credit Bureau (Office du crédit agricole
du Québec), or on searches made in respect thereof, or on certificates issued
for the benefit of a farmer applying for such a loan.[49]

Tariff of Québec’s Registry Office Law Stamp Tax
1 October 1864 through 31 May 1968

! “The registration of all deeds and instruments” at certain registry offices.
 (See text and Figure 2 in Part 1 (CRN ¹ 74) for details.)

– $0.50 for up to 400 words in a document, plus $0.10 per 100 words, or
fraction of 100, in excess of the first 400, up to a maximum tax of $1 for
documents of more than 800 words.
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Tariffs of Québec’s Registration Stamp Fees in Offices with Salaried Personnel, 1894-1992

Tariff of 1891, to Late 1950s, with Stamps used from 1 July 1894

Note: Registration Fees became payable in stamps piecemeal by Registra-
tion Division on various dates (Table 2 in Part 1) starting 1 July 1894.

Part A – Standard Document Registrations
(See Part B below for special deposits of selected documents.)

1-Certificate of Registration
Written or Rubber-Stamped on the Document

! The certificate of registration on each document presented for registration at
full length, or by memorial, or, from 1 September 1947, by deposit:

1 July 1894 – $0.50 15 October 1956 – $1.00

Exceptions to the above from 1 July 1894 to 31 August 1947:
! Documents that were to be retained in the records of the Registry Office, and

for which the certificate was not expressly requested by the presenter.  These
documents included the originals of notices, declarations and memorials
(specified in Article 2147A of the Code Civil) when not prepared by a
notary (i.e. private writings; prepared under private seal; seing privé) or when
prepared by a notary but not retained in his records (document en brevet). 
Otherwise, a duplicate of the original notarial notice, declaration or memorial
(document en minute) was to be kept on file in the Registry Office.

2- Registration of the Document
! The registration at length (by transcription into a register) of any title or

document, or for the registration by transcription of a memorial (summary)
of the same, or, from 1 September 1947, for the registration by deposit of any
deed, memorial or other document not otherwise specified in the tariff.

1 July 1894 – if the number of words does not exceed 400 – $0.50
– for every additional 100 words or fraction of 100 – $0.10

1 Sept 1910 – if the number of words does not exceed 400 – $1
– for every additional 100 words or fraction of 100 – $0.10

1 July 1919 – if the number of words does not exceed 400 – $2
– for every additional 100 words or fraction of 100 – $0.10

15 Oct 1956 – if the number of words does not exceed 400 – $2.50
– for every additional 100 words or fraction of 100 – $0.10

Exceptions to the above:
! The registration of declarations by individual persons of their use as a title of

an unincorporated business a name other than their own without any additions
“indicating a plurality of members”, or of declarations of unincorporated
business partnerships (for example: Toronto Grocery; Smith & Jones,
Barristers; G. Ryland & Company):

1 July 1894 – if the declaration does not exceed 400 words – $0.50
– for every additional 100 words or fraction of 100 – $0.05

! The registration of a statutory declaration by an incorporated companies,
comprising the company name, the method and date of incorporation and the
principal place of business in the Province:  1 July 1894 – $1

! The registration of any memorial of a deed creating a hypothec, privilege,
pledge or mortgage under the Special Corporate Powers Act affecting
movable and/or immovable property.  Three copies of the deed were to
accompany the memorial.  (Prior to this special fee, these documents had been
subject to regular fees since 20 August 1914.)

(19) June 1928 – $0.10 per 100 words in the Memorial
(18) July 1928 – $0.10 per 100 words in the Deed.
1 June 1932 – if the Memorial does not exceed 400 words – $2

– for each additional 100 words or fraction of 100 – $0.10
1 Sept 1947
– The registration by deposit of any deed of hypothec, mortgage or pledge
authorized by the Special Corporate Powers Act, affecting either immovable
or movable property – $5

! The reception, deposit, and entry in the index of names, of any document
establishing the pledge of agricultural property (ie. “livestock and farm
produce, present and future”) provided for by articles 1979a-1979d of the
Civil Code, enacted by Statutes, 1940, 4 George VI, chapter 69:

(28) June 1940 to (18) March 1960 – $1.00  (See Note ‡‡.)

! The filing of the certificate from the Comptroller of Provincial Revenue or 
the Collector of Succession Duties: 17 August 1943

– $0.50 plus $0.10 per “lot number being the subject of the certificate.”
(Previously, these certificates had been treated as ordinary documents.)

3- Notations or Entries, such as Cancellations, made elsewhere
as a Consequence of the Document being Registered

! If the document affects immovable property, identified by official cadastral
number either in the document itself or in a separate notice or declaration,
then for the written notation or entry of the existence and particulars of the
document in the Index to Immovables:

1 July 1894
– For the first or the only official number, or the first or the only part of an
official number – $0.20
– For each of the 24 following numbers, or part of a number – $0.10
– For each number or part of a number over 25 – $0.02

! – If the document being registered affects other documents already registered,
or presented for registration (e.g. discharging a mortgage or cancelling a lien),
then, for the written notation or entry in the margin of the registry of the
affected title, document or memorial creating a debt, of the second or
subsequent notice, renewal, transfer, conveyance, subrogation, or deed
whatever conveying any sum of money or right; or any marginal entry
required by law: 1 July 1894 – $0.50 per entry
– If the number or date of registration of the affected document is not given
for the making of such entry then, for the search from the date of the title or
document: 1 July 1894 – $0.10 per year of search
(This search was also subject to the Stamp Duty on Searches as per rulings
by Québec’s Attorney General on April 12 , 1892, and March 23 , 1896.)th rd

Part B– Special Deposits of Judicial and Municipal Documents, and
Cancellations of such Documents

1- Deposit and Filing of Documents

7 ! Notices and other deposits concerning judicial and municipal sales of
immovable property for debts, taxes, et cetera, details of which are given
in the Tariff of Registration Duties above. 

1 July 1894
a- Notice of Sheriff’s sale of seized property, for each lot – $0.10
(Changed (26) June 1913 to: a- Notice of sale, for each lot – $0.10)
b- Notice of municipal sale of seized property, for each lot – $0.10
c- Creditor’s address, for each address – $0.50
Addition of 1 July 1906
d- Entering the creditor’s address in the Index to Immovables:
  - For the first or only official cadastral number, or part of a number, of

      an immovable mentioned by the creditor – $0.10
  - For each of 24 subsequent numbers or parts of numbers – $0.05
  - For each number or part of number over 25 – $0.01

2- Cancellation of Deposits and Filings

! The filing of any document(s) authorizing a (one or more) cancellation(s)
(radiation) of a deposit or notice, including the documents annexed: (Amend-
ed to plural 29 November 1934)

1 July 1894 – $0.50 1 July 1919 – $1.50
1 September 1910 – $0.80 15 October 1956 – $2

! Each entry in the margin of the office register, necessary to effect the
cancelling of a registration of a hypothec (mortgage) or real charge:

1 July 1894 – $0.50
As of 1 September 1947 the item was changed to read: “Every marginal note
authorizing the cancellation of a registration.”

!  The search required to make the cancellation or marginal entries, when the
number or date of registration is not given, for each year subsequent to the
date of the deed – $0.10
- But no fee shall be given for such searches in the cases of cancellation, in
virtue of sheriff’s sales or other title having for effect to discharge the
immovable from all hypothec or real charges.
(This search was also subject to the Stamp Duty on Searches as per rulings
by Québec’s Attorney General on April 12 , 1892, and March 23 , 1896.)th rd

!  The deposit and entry of the prothonotary’s certificate of release from judicial
seizure – $0.50 [43f, 44, 47a, c, 50, 51, 52]

Important Note Regarding the Period of 1957-1971:
No amendments to the Stamp Fees have been found by this writer in sources
published after 1956, prior to September 1971.  However, it cannot be stated
with certainty that no changes were made to the fees in that period.
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Tariffs of 28 September 1971 through 30 April 1992

Standard Document Registrations:

! All deeds, (amended 4 April 1972 to ‘Any deed or document’), not otherwise
specified in the tariff, concerning immovable or movable property, irrespec-
tive of number of words or lots:

28Sep1971 1Sep1981 7May1983 10Aug1985 16Apr1989 20Oct1991

$8 $12 $13 $18 $20 $42

Exceptions to the Standard Registration Fee:

! A deed of hypothec (mortgage) concerning several hypothecs, or a deed of
sale concerning several sales, fee for each hypothec or sale:

28Sep1971 1Sep1981 20Aug1983 10Aug1985 16 Apr 1989

$8 $12 $13 $18 Deleted from Tariff

! A deed of transfer or assignment of hypothec (mortgage) concerning several

hypothecs or debts, fee for each hypothec or debt:

23 May 1982 20 Aug 1983 10 Aug 1985 16 Apr 1989

$12 $13 $18 Deleted from Tariff

! Notice of Creditor’s Address, fee per proof of debt and per address:

28 Sep 1971 1 Sep 1981 10 Aug 1985 16 Apr 1989

$3 $6 $8 No fee charged

! Change of Creditor’s Address, fee per proof of debt and per address:

1 Sep 1982 10 Aug 1985 16 Apr 1989

$3 for Address
registered before 1Sep 82

$6 for Address
registered after 31Aug 82

$4 for Address
registered before 1Sep 82

$8 for Address
registered after 31Aug 82

No fee charged

! Notice of Sale for Taxes; Notice of Judicial Seizure; Notice of Licitation and
Judicial Confirmation of Title:

28 Sep 1971 1 Sep 1981 20 Aug 1983 10 Aug 1985 16 Apr 1989

$0.50 per lot
$12

plus $1 per lot
$13

plus $1 per lot
$18

plus $1 per lot
$20

plus $5 per lot

! Memorials:

28Sep1971 1Sep1981 20Aug1983 10Aug1985 16Apr1989 20Oct1991

$8 per
document
listed and
$3 for the
certificate
on each

document.

$12 for the
memorial,

and $12 per
document

listed.

$13 for the
memorial,

and $13 per
document

listed.

$18 for the
memorial,

and $18 per
document

listed.

$20 per
document

listed in the
memorial.

$42 per
document

listed in the
memorial.

! Deeds (amended 4 April 1972 to ‘Deeds or documents’) executed for the
purposes of cancellation, irrespective of the number of marginal endorsements
of deeds and of lots released:

28 Sep 1971 11 Oct 1974 1 Sep 1981

$7 $7 per debt included $16 per debt included

23 May 1982 10 Aug 1985

$16 per debt included, except for
a flat $16 fee for Court Judgments,

Sheriff’s Certificates of Sale,
Bankruptcy Trustee Sale Certificates

$22 per debt included, except for
a flat $22 fee for Court Judgments,

Sheriff’s Certificates of Sale,
Bankruptcy Trustee Sale Certificates

16 Apr 1989 20 Oct 1991

$25 plus $5 per deed included, except
 for a flat $25 for Court Judgments,

Sheriff’s Certificates of Sale,
Bankruptcy Trustee Sale Certificates

$42 per claim or right,
plus $10 per deed, except for

a flat $25 fee for Court Judgments,
Sheriff’s Certificates of Sale,

Bankruptcy Trustee Sale Certificates

! Deed of trusteeship made under the Special Corporate Powers Act:

28 September 1971 to 31 October 1981 – $25

! Notice or document covered by Sections 48 and 55 of the Act respecting bills

of lading, receipts and transfers of property in stock
18 August 1984 to 9 August 1985 – $18
(The standard fee at the time for most documents was $13.)

Miscellaneous:

! Fee for the mailing by the registrar of deeds or documents
23 May 1982 – $1 per deed or document
10 August 1985 – Deleted from Tariff

Exemptions from registration fee:
! Lists of lots sold, unsold, withdrawn or adjudged during a sale for municipal

or school taxes.
! The document mentioned in Article 815 of the Code of Civil Procedure.
! The certificate or disposal permit required by the Succession Duties Act.
! The action which must be noted on the index of immovables consequent upon

a privilege.
! 1 September 1981: Notice of sale by the sheriff.
! 4 April 1972 to 10 October 1974:  The Québec Revenue Department.

Exemptions from fee charged on documents effecting cancellations:
! Release (main-levée) of garnishment by the sheriff.
! Prothonotary’s certificate witnessing the discontinuation of an action.
! Certificate of the Attorney General giving a release (main-levée) on any (4

April 1972: privilege or) hypothec (mortgage) in favour of the Crown.

Exemption from registration and search fees only:
! 11 October 1974 to 31 August 1981:  All provincial government departments.

[27, 28, 37, 53]

Explanatory Notes
†† During the early years of the Registration Stamp Duty, there were a variety
of opinions as to what constituted a dutiable search of registry office records. 
Publications of L’Association des Régistrateurs de la Province de Québec from
1885 and circa 1888 indicate that it was being broadly interpreted by registrars
to include any action that required registry office staff to look up information
in their records.  The 1885 publication instructed its members that the
Registration Stamp Duty applied not only to actions in the ‘searches’ section of
the official Tariff of Fees, but also for three items under the heading of
‘miscellaneous services’.  The publication of circa 1888 expanded upon these
to include additional items.  (Details to be provided in a future installment of
this work.)
     In 1892, the Registrar of the Division of L’Assomption applied to Québec’s
Attorney General (Procureur Général) for a ruling on the matter of what
constituted a dutiable search of registry office records.  In a letter of April 12 ,th

1892, the Attorney General ruled that the Registration Stamp Duty applied only
to five specific items in the Tariff of Fees.  A subsequent ruling of March 23 ,rd

1896, removed two items from the dutiable list and added four new items.  The
1896 ruling was still in effect in 1901 and subsequent rulings, if they exist, have
not been discovered by this writer.[44]
     The rulings of the Attorney General were odd.  In them, items that were
clearly described in the Tariff of Fees as ‘searches’ were not subject to the
Stamp Duty on searches.  This is illustrated by the examples taken from the
Tariff of Fees.

! The following registration fee was also subject to Stamp Duty as a ‘search’
under the rulings of 1892 and 1896:
If the number or date of registration is not given, for the making of such
entry: for each year of search from the date of the title or document – $0.10

! The following registration fee was not subject to Stamp Duty as a ‘search’
under either of the rulings:
Every certificate, positively unforeseen, in the present tariff – $0.50
- If such certificate requires searches: For each year over which such search
extends – $0.10

! The following registration fee was also subject to Stamp Duty as a ‘search’
under the ruling of 1892, but not under the ruling of 1896:
The search in the index to names, against the name of any person, or for the
name of the proprietor of a particular immoveable: for each year of search
– $0.10
But no fee will be granted for each year over 10 years of search against the
name of any person . . .

‡‡ In March 1960, the deposit of agricultural pledges was moved from registry
offices to local municipal offices at the same $1 fee, but paid to the municipal
officer.  In March 1961, the deposit of the pledge was returned to registry
offices, where it was now entered under the farm’s cadastral lot number.  This
writer has not found any special registry office fee imposed subsequently to the
$1 fee decreed in 1940.[47c, 51a] +
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