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PERFINS ON CANADIAN FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL REVENUE STAMPS

C.D.A. Rubec
Ottawa, Ontario

BNAPS 3952

Relatively few articles have been written on the perfin designs associated with
revenue stamps issued by the federal and provincial governments in Canada.
brief revenues are provided in articles by Bentham (1976-79), Woolley (1954),
and Dicketts (1980).

Information from a separate checklist of perfins on Quebec issues including
revenues and based on 45 collections (Dalp6, 1981) has been incorporated in
this review . Perfin design members use the system adopted by the BNAPS Perfin
Study Group (BNAPS Handbook No. 8, reprinted in 1978 and updated in their
Newsletter the BNA Perforator ). Revenue issues are referenced using the
Sissons (1978) catalogue.

Like all standard perfins, the rationale for the existence of revenue perfins
was to provide security for the user company. Excise and Customs revenue

perfin users were mainly USA companies with branch offices in Canada or with a

large volume of commercial advertising mail into Canada. Many other

perfin-type cancellation devices have been used on excise stamps used in

Canada, on law documents, and on stock exchange documents. Many of the excise

stamps used on bank cheques up to about 1955 also may be found with perforated

revenues identifying the user company. All of the perfins on Canadian revenue
issues are relatively rare since only certain companies bothered to perforate

all their postage and revenue stamps stock. Of these, only rare examples have

tended to be saved since most were used on advertising matter, inter-branch
office mail , stamped return-addressed envelopes , and bank cheques as well as
various filed copies of law and stock documents.

Hence , revenue perfins are rare . A review of several recent price lists is
illustrative . The first list I've seen was sent out by T & J Stamps of
Thorold, Ontario with over 1,500 perfins priced for sale . Of these , only two
were revenue perfins - G13a on R230 at $ 3.00, and S2 on R230 at $1.00. T & J
Stamps also had a priced list of about 650 perfins later in 1981 of which only
two were revenues ( B9 on R297 at $15 . 00 and BlOa on R305 at $5.00). Hence,
these two commercial lists indicate only 4 out 2150 perfins were revenues,
priced from $ 1-15 each.

Dicketts (1981) reports 83 perfin users with specific perforated initials on
stamps from 1915-43 . Examples on federal excise, war tax, and custom duty
stamps such as the 1915 2Q brown Inland Revenue Stamp (R230), 1915 24 Excise

Stamp (R276) and 1934 3t Excise Stamp (R305) are more common. At least another

47 federal revenue stamps exist with various perfins as listed in this article.
Provincial revenue perfins include rare examples of Ontario and Quebec stock

transfer stamps, and the common 1929 Saskatchewan Electrical Inspection Stamps.

llicketts (1981) reports at least 57 companies used perfins on various excise
stamps from 1915-48.
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Many other perfin type cancellation devices are known used on law stamps of

Manitoba , Newfoundland , Quebec , and the Yukon . Specimen perforated cancels

also exist on Newfoundland revenues,

An initial review of the 1981 BNAPS Perfin Study Group survey provides
authoritative data on revenue issues in the perfin collections in existence
(about 60 collections with an average of 28-30 reporters ). A survey of the

BNAPS Revenue Study Group collectors would also serve to expand this current
data but will be difficult since most revenue collectors are not familiar with
the perfin terminology or referencing system.

The results of this initial revenue perfin survey are outlined in this paper

and are divided into six major groups of federal issues : Custom Duty 1912;

Custom Duty 1935; War Tax Excise 1915 ; Inland Revenue Excise 1912 ; Excise 1912;

and Excise 1934. Notes on revenue perfins for Manitoba , Newfoundland , Ontario,

Quebec, Saskatchewan and the Yukon as well as various specimen cancels and

Railway Company Perfins are included . Corrections and additions are invited by

the writer (C. Rubec, 488 Athlone Ave., Ottawa , Ontario, K1Z 5M8).

FEDERAL REVENUE PERFINS

Customs Duty

Some 25 perfin designs have reported to exist on the 1912 or 1935 federal

customs issues . The specific issues listed in the BNAPS 1981 survey are:

1912 Customs Duty

R214 1Q green - B7 , C30, D3, E5, G6, N9
R215 2¢ carmine - C30, C32, C41, D3, G6, L3, N9, V1
1(216 54 brown - C29, C30 , D3, G9, M26, N9, U1
R217 10t blue - C29, C30

1935 Customs Duty

8219 1^ green - C30, E5, 12, N9

R220 2¢ orange - C30, C32, G6, N9

1(221 54 brown - C30, C32, L6, N9

R222 10^ blue - M26

1915 Inland Revenue War Tax (George V)

At least 79 perfin designs are believed to exist on these issues , but only the

following have been reported in the 1981 BNAPS Survey:

8229 1¢ orange - B10, G1, G6, G13b, G13d
R23U 2Q brown - B6, C4, C7, C12M, C26, C34, G1, G6, G13a, M3a,

M7, M11, M13, P3, R7, S2, S3, S11, W2

R231 3Q green - G1, W6
R232 44 blue - B6, C4, C26, G1, M24, P7, S11, W2, W6

1(233 54 yellow - M24
1(234 8Q brown - B6, C4, C12m, C26, G13c, G13d, P7, W2

8235 104 olive - B6, C4, C12m, C21, C27, G1, G13c, P7, S2, SlO, W6
R237 25 1 carmine - A2 C26 E2 Cl
8238 50 brown - CI,m, C 17, M, C26
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