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Additional Info and a Question about the 1ȼ Green Victoria Post Card by Chris Ellis 
In 2018 in PSN 28(5), pages 46-47, Vic Willson posted important information about the uses of the 1ȼ green 
Victoria Post Card (Webb P17).  I have some new information in terms of dates of use for this card, including an 
ERP, as well as its use for front advertising.  However, the front advertising also raises a question to which I have 
seen contradictory information or at least, can read it that way.  
In terms of dates of use, I recently purchased at auction a copy of a card (Figures 1 and 2) mailed on January 15, 
1898 and Bill Walton confirms this is a new ERP for this card.  The card was used at London, Ontario by a 
philatelist, has a London barrel cancel of January 15, 1898 (corresponds to the manuscript date on the back) and 
was sent to a dealer or philatelist in Saint Louis, Missouri (cancel on front dated January 17, 1898—better mail 
service than we are getting these days to the USA!).  The message states that the card is an example of the just 
released green Leaf issue card (and mentions the two cent green letter card is also just out). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 1 Figure 2 

Also, in terms of dates of use of the card to “foreign” destinations, I have two examples (Figures 3 and 4), used 
very early for this card and before the earliest dates Victor listed.  One was sent on January 26, 1898 to St. John’s 
Newfoundland, with an added Small Queen one cent yellow stamp and is cancelled with a Yorkville Toronto #4 
duplex.  The other was sent on February 10, 1898 to Saxony, Germany from Berlin, Ontario, (receiver on front 
dated February 21) and has two added ½ȼ Leaf Issue stamps. 
In terms of advertisements added to the front of cards, Vic Willson notes: “The green card, while potentially available 
for advertising on the front, seems not to have been so used except for preprinted return addresses to companies.  If readers have examples 
of advertising on the front examples would be of interest to me and possibly others.”  He also notes that the card: “was not easily 
usable for advertising on the front, which had become available per P.O. notice Dec. 9, 1897.”  As Horace Harrison (2000) 
noted in his Canada’s Business Postal Cards BNAPS-published exhibit, front ads on that card are scarce, but I 
actually have several examples of advertising on the front of the green card (largely illustrated) that are not pre-
printed return addresses with illustrations like logos and some were also shown by Horace (page 15).  Indeed, in 
my collection those actually outnumber pre-printed illustrated cards with a printed return address by a ratio of  
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about 5 to 1.  I attach a couple of images of examples of ads on these cards by a Kingston Broom Manufacturer 
and Montreal Photographers (Figures 5 and 6).  
Nonetheless, this raises a question.  The notice of December 9, 1897 referred to by Vic Willson that allowed front 
ads seems designed to me to indicate they were only allowed on the new one cent red Victoria card (P18) but not 
the green card.  If so, the rules may mean it was illegal to have anything printed on the green card other than the 
address.  Quoting from Alan Steinhart’s (1979) book on The Postal History of the Post Card… (page 37), the postal 
guide for 1898 stated that “the front or the engraved side of a Post Card of the ordinary official pattern is intended for the address, 
and cannot be used for any other purpose”.  The guide then goes on to state a special card for “advertisements, illustrations, 
etc.” (e.g., the red card) has been issued that is an exception.  This wording implies to me that it was illegal to put 
an ad on the green card or, at the very least, introduced confusion as to what was allowed.  This may account for 
the green card’s rarity with an added advert.  In any case does anyone know what the regulation actually was, or 
is it as ambiguous as it seems to be to me?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Figure 3 Figure 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Figure 5 Figure 6 

A New Black-View CNR card by Mike Sagar 
This was purchased on eBay. The die II card was correctly identified, but attributed to a different (already listed 
number). It actually is CNR A42.  I like the telegraph form on the back—especially since it says that delivery is 
impossible due to an insufficient address—yet it is on a post card. 
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Wilding Form 95 Constant Variety by Jeffrey Arndt 

The Canadian election Form 95 envelopes (Figure 1) were used to notify the candidates of the results of the ballots 
from a particular poll.  The envelope contents are not ballots per se, but instead the notification of results. During 
my time at home during this epidemic I was able to examine over 450 of these envelopes (all from the Wilding 
era); out of the total I discovered 67 “interesting” ones. From this examination I believe that I have discovered at 
least one constant variety and a couple of at least semi-constant ones. 

There are three examples to show.  The first is a “DOT” 
at the upper left on inside the oval.  I found 16 examples, 
three of which I have illustrated below.  These appear to 
me to be constant.  The first example (Figure 2a and 
Figure 2b) clearly shows the dot in the oval at the upper 
left.  It also appears that the frame line has been re-
touched.  There is a faint impression of a smear or 
fingerprint along the outside of the oval towards the 
EIIR in the upper left. 

The second example (Figure 3a and Figure 3b) shows 
the dot is in the same position and the “fingerprint” is 
also there.  This example also shows the appearance of 
re-touching at the frame line of the oval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The final example of the “Dot” constant variety (Figure 4a 
and Figure 4b) shows the same characteristics as the first 
two.  All 16 examples of this “Dot” variety look the same.  
In some the fingerprint is easier to see.  In some the re-
touch on the oval frame is easier to see. 

Figure 1..  FORM 95 – 6-60-130M with 5 cent Wilding. 

Figure 2a. Image 
showing location of 

“Dot”. 

Figure 2b.  Blow up of image 
at right to show “Dot” and 

the “fingerprint”. 

Figure 3a. Image 
showing location of 

“Dot”. 

Figure 3b.  Blow up 
of image at right to 
show “Dot” and the 

“fingerprint”. Figure 4a. Image 
showing location of 

“Dot”. 

Figure 4b.  Blow up 
of image at right to 
show “Dot” and the 

“fingerprint”. 
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In the next examples it is hard to determine what is going on.  One set looks like it could be constant, the others 
look like the plate was not cleaned, or that there was something on the plate, or there was something different 
about the ink.  They all appear to be “Blotches” in various positions, and some are more dramatic than others. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7 shows a “Blotch” above the oval around the Queen.  This “Blotch” appears to be constant or semi-
constant in the covers that show this variety.  Other examples of Blotches and Dots are shown on the next 
page. 
 
 
 

Figure 5.  Ink blotch either side of the oval 
frame at the left.   

Figure 6.  Lots of ink blotches at top. Also, what 
appears to be re-touching along the outer frame line. 

Figure 7.  Ink blotch above oval 
frame at the left.   
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The first set of images above look like the blotch” could be constant. I have 44 of these with various stages of 
blotchiness. The last images are what look like the result of bad printing practices either over inking the plate or 
not wiping it correctly. As the printing for most of the Wilding impressions on stationery envelopes was poorly 
done (Public Printing and Stationery). Only the 2¢ impression was used for regularly issued envelopes (on an 
emergency printing), and then only for the #8 envelopes used for printed matter.   
 
 
  

Figure 8.  Ink “Blotch” below oval frame. Figure 9.  Ink “Blotch” above and below 
oval frame. 

Figure 10.  Ink “Blotch” above and below 
oval frame, with re-touching at the outer 

frame line at left. 

Figure 11.  Dot on either side oval frame 
between right two peaks on crown. 
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I would like information on other examples that may 
be out there. Please contact me at arndt123@aol.com 
or through the editor. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The 2¢ Cameo Issue wrappers—Additional information about the period of use by Robert Lemire 
In PSN Vol. 29, No. 6, pg. 52, I included some comments about the use of wrappers for printed matter and for 
transient newspapers.  What I omitted was that the 2¢ wrappers could continue to be used until October 1, 1967 
to meet the cost of sending second class mail (weights between 2 ounces and 4 ounces) from publishers and 
newsdealers. [1] 

Reference 
[1] Chung, A., Machum, H. W. E., Narbonne, R. F., Postal Rates and Fees of the Elizabethan Era in Canada 1952-

2002, Volume one, Part one, Adminware Corp., Winnipeg, (2004).  
  

Figure 12.  Heavy inking above the centre of 
the oval frame. 

Figure 14.  Ink in oval frame and heavy ink 
“Blotch” above oval frame. 

Figure 13.  Dot in oval frame between 
right two peaks on right part of the 

crown. 

mailto:arndt123@aol.com
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Other NWT Territorial Election Envelopes from Earle Covert 
From the early 1920s through the mid-late 1970s, special postal stationery envelopes were prepared for use by the 
Canadian Chief Electoral Officer for transmission of results in federal elections, including general elections, by-
elections (to fill a vacancy between general elections), and a referendum.  The envelopes also were used for 
reporting results of elections for the territorial council in the Northwest Territories.  The following is a list of 
known NWT Territorial Elections. 

NWT Territorial Elections 
1st council (and 6th NWT general election) Sept. 17, 1951 
2nd council (and 7th NWT general election) Sept. 7, 1954 
3rd council (and 8th NWT general election) Aug. 19, 1957 (Webb’s EN809, EN812, EN810) 
4th council (and 9th NWT general election) Sept. 19, 1960 
5th council (and 10th NWT general election) Mar. 31, 1964 
6th council (and 11th NWT general election) July 4, 1967 (Webb’s EN813h) 
7th council (and 12th NWT general election) Dec., 21 1970 (Webb’s EN818) 

Election Envelopes used in the elections for the 3rd, 6th and 7th NWT Territorial Councils are known and are 
shown below.  Do others still exist in collectors’ hands? 
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Changes in the Printing of Special Order Envelopes 1952-1954 by Robert Lemire 
 Information from the Archives [1] concerning Dominion Envelope printings 
By 1952, the Post Office Department had begun to question the wisdom of having stamp impressions added by 
Dominion Envelopes.  Excerpts from a March 1952 memorandum prepared by L. J. Mills (Director of Financial 
Services), addressed to J. R. Carpenter (Superintendent of the Postage Stamp Division), and with reference to and 
an earlier discussion with the Deputy Postmaster General, read: 
 “…we were getting very poor service from the Dominion Envelope Company on special stamped 

envelopes. … the volume of business was extremely small, amounting to only about $5,000 per 
year. 

 “As a result of our discussion, it was decided we should do everything possible to discourage this 
business” 

In a letter dated May 5, 1953, Mills wrote to F. S. Newell, President and General Manager, Dominion Envelope 
Company, Limited: 
 Over the past several months you have no doubt observed that the volume of orders for special 

envelopes printed with a postage stamp impression has fallen off materially.  This is as a result of 
a change of policy on the part of the Post Office Department towards the supplying of these items. 

 “… It has been decided new design dies will not be supplied to the Postmaster, Toronto.  No 
further orders for special stamped envelopes will be accepted.  Where envelopes different from 
the size and style of those normally supplied by the Department are required, the special envelopes 
must be forwarded to Ottawa for the printing of the postage stamp, and corner address if desired. 

 “I should be obliged if you would consider the order No. P29866… the final order that is to be 
accepted for printing.  On completion of this order the Postmaster, Toronto, is to return the 
printing dies to this Branch for destruction.” 

These indicate that: 
• The last Dominion Envelope printings were done in early 1953. 
• No Elizabethan printings were done by Dominion Envelope. 

 Information from the Archives [2] concerning early Elizabethan special order envelope printings 
A letter dated August 19, 1954 from L. J. Mills (Director of Financial Services) and addressed to Edmond Cloutier 
(at the Queen’s Printer) sheds light on the printing of early Elizabethan special order envelopes.  It indicates return 
to the printer of “Steel Letterpress Dies for Special Order Stamped Envelopes” to replace “steel dies of the H. 
M. King George VI design mounted on steel bases” (supplied to the Department on May 31st).  The replacements 
included “2 × 2¢ dies, 2 × 4¢ and 2 × 5¢ H. M. Queen Elizabeth, 1954 design steel dies.  The letter continues: 
 “It is desired that these steel dies be used for the letterpress printing of special order envelopes at 

the earliest possible date, in place of the 1953 H. M. Queen Elizabeth design stamp that is now 
being printed from electros.” 

From this we can conclude that  
• Probably no King George VI design special order items were printed from steel dies.by letterpress after 

May 31, 1954. 
• The 1st Karsh special order items were printed by the Queen’s Printer from electros. 
• The Wilding dies were used by the Queen’s Printer for preparing special order envelopes by letterpress, 

but not until late August 1954. 
At present the earliest reported postmarks for 1st Karsh 4¢ and 5¢ special order envelopes (early June 1954), and 
for the Wilding special order envelopes (late November 1954) are consistent with the information in this letter. 
References 
[1] Canadian Archives file RG3, Accession 86-87/396, Vol. 42, file 13-4-2 
[2] Canadian Archives file RG3, Accession 86-87/396, Vol. 42, file 13-4-4 
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A Strange Beast 
Richard Gratton sent in a scan of an envelope which appears to be a copy of Webb’s EN257, but with four vertical 
black bars to the left of the indicium, and a matrix of postal code boxes (in red) such as were used for stamps and 
Christmas-card envelopes to qualify for a discounted Christmas-card rate [1, 2] (it would properly have been 29¢ 
in late 1986 and early 1987—the normal 1st class rate then was 34¢). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chairperson of the BNAPS Christmas Study Group, Peter MacDonald, provided the following comment: 
It’s the first such thing I’ve seen.  I have no examples of the postal code blocks on stationery.  
The use of this 30-cent paddleboats is contemporary with the cancel, as we know.  I recall 
reading the regulations, and I feel certain that the code blocks were limited to greeting card 
manufacturers by license on blank envelopes only, though the sheer quantity of manufacturers 
using it was astounding!  

 It could be a contrivance… By 1987 office copiers were quite good for making things like this 
work.  If I were forced to guess, that would be mine. 

[References 
1] Ward, K., 'GREET MORE' A Report on Canada Post Corporation's 'Greet More' Program in 1986 and 

1987, BNA Topics, 45, No. 6, 12-17 (1988). 
[2] <http://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.com/2011/04/reduced-domestic-christmas-letter-rates_05.html> 

accessed 2020-10-04 

An Albino copy of the 2nd Karsh Election Envelope Webb’s EN814g 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A used but uncancelled copy.  As may or may not be evident from the close-up at the right, the albino stamp 
impression is strongly visible on the front (and also is evident on the back. 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


