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WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS CARD 

Not t o o  l o n g  a g o ,  I s e c u r e d  a n  a u c t i o n  l o t  o f  Newfoundland  p o s t  c a r d s  
b e c a u s e  i t  i n c l u d e d  a  s m a l l  d i e  p r o o f  i n  b l a c k  o f  t h e  o n e  c e n t  s t a m p  
d e s i g n  u s e d  f o r  Webb P9, t h e  1 9 1 1  i s s u e .  The l o t  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a l s o  
c o n t a i n i n g  e i g h t  unused c o p i e s  o f  t h e  1~ c a r d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  two used,  a l o n g  
w i t h  a  few c o p i e s  o f  t h e  2 ~  c a r d  (Webb P10). 

When t h e  l o t  a r r i v e d ,  I e x a m i n e d  a n d  mounted  t h e  d i e  p r o o f ,  and  p u t  t 'he 
c a r d s  a s i d e  f o r  a  l a t e r  c a s u a l  look - a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  two  o r  t h r e e  weeks 
l a t e r .  

I n  s p r e a d i n g  o u t  t h e  u n u s e d  1 ~  c a r d s ,  i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e y  f e l l  
i n t o  two d i f f e r e n t  shade groups,  and I s e p a r a t e d  them accord ing ly .  But i t  
puzzled me - one o f  t h e  two shades  seemed u n f a m i l i a r .  When I went t o  my 
mounted used m a t e r i a l  t o  s e e  i f  I had a  d a t e d  copy, I found o n l y  t h e  o t h e r  
f a m i l i a r  shade.  

* Poatel Stationery Notes is the newsletter of the ENAPS Foetal Statimery Study Group, 
r' and is e d i t e d  by Robert Lernire. A l l  information f o r  the  n e w s l e t t e r ,  and 

correspondence ebwt  the study g r v ,  should be addressed t o  Robert Lemire, Box 549, 
Pinawe, ME, Cenede ROE 1La 
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Out c a m e  t h e  m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  oh  s o  c l e v e r  
d e t a i l e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  t o o  b o r i n g  t o  r e c i t e ,  I 
concluded t h a t  t h e  one example I was s t u d y i n g  s o  c l o s e l y  was n o t  p r i n t e d  
from t h e  same p l a t e  a s  my "ordinary" examples. Before  check ing  t h e  o t h e r  
examples o f  t h i s  odd c a r d  I ' d  a c q u i r e d ,  I s a t  back t o  r e s t  my eyes .  

It was o n l y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I f o n a l l y  n o t i c e d  t h e  word "To" b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  
a d d r e s s  l i n e  - a  l i t t l e  d e s i g n  e lement  n o t  p r e s e n t  on t h e  i s s u e d  ca rd .  

T h i s  i s  a  p r e v i o u s l y  u n l i s t e d  p o s t  c a r d  e s s a y .  I n a d v e r t e n t l y ,  I had 
a c q u i r e d  f i v e  o f  them - and  l e f t  t o  m y s e l f  l o n g  e n o u g h ,  I e v e n  t r i p p e d  
over  i d e n t i f y i n g  them f o r  what t h e y  were. 

I g u e s s  i t  n e v e r  h u r t s  t o  pu t  down a l l  t h e  fancy  t o o l s  one i n  a w h i l e ,  and 
j u s t  look a t  something.  

B i l l  Walton 

THE STUDY GROUP MEETING AT BNAPEX'91 I N  VANCOUVER 

BNAPEX'91 i n  V a n c o u v e r  w a s  a  w e l l - p l a n n e d ,  w e l l - a t  t e n d e d  show. I t  was  
good t o  s e e  many f a m i l i a r  f a c e s ,  and t o  meet  s e v e r a l  s t u d y  group members I 
had known p r e v i o u s l y  o n l y  from t h e i r  l e t t e r s .  There  were  two e x c e l l e n t  
p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  e x h i b i t s .  Horace H a r r i s o n ' s  "Four S u p p l i e r s  o f  P o s t a l  
S t a t i o n e r y "  d i s p l a y e d  some e x t r e m e l y  s c a r c e  m a t e r i a l  i n  an i n t e r e s t i n g  -. 
f o r m a t .  E a r l e  C o v e r t ' s  " A r t w o r k ,  E s s a y s  a n d  P r o o f s  - King  George  V & 
George V I  S t a t i o n e r y "  c o n t a i n e d  much m a t e r i a l  t h a t  had n e v e r  b e e n  
e x h i b i t e d  p rev ious ly .  Of c o u r s e  t h e  m i d n i g h t  s e s s i o n s  on  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  
p h i l a t e l y  were  h e l d  a s  usual .  

The annual  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  BNAPS P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Study Group was h e l d  a t  
10:30 a.m. on Sa tu rday  August 31 a s  p a r t  o f  BNAPEXP91. The main t o p i c  f o r  
d i s c u s s i o n  was "Pos ta l  S t a t i o n e r y  - What Can We Find From The P o s t  O f f i c e  
Arch ives?" .  The d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  l e d  by t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p  c h a i r m a n  who 
r e l a t e d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  l o o k i n g  f o r  u s e f u l  documents r e l a t e d  
t o  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  Th i s  was b a s i c a l l y  a  u s e r ' s  v iew o f  how t o  g e t  t h e  
most  o u t  o f  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  a r c h i v e s  t o  examine P o s t  O f f i c e  records .  Some 
o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of  
PSN. About t e n  BNAPSers were  p r e s e n t ,  and i t  was a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l e a s u r e  t o  
h a v e  Mr. Tom H i l l m a n  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  Canada (Government  
Archives  ~ i v i s i o n )  i n  a t t endance .  

It was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  p roduc ing  and m a i l i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  
now h a s  begun  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p ' s  income.  F u r t h e r  p o s t a l  r a t e  
i n c r e a s e s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  e n d  o f  1991. Thus ,  e f f e c t i v e  December 
1991, P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Study Group dues  w i l l  be r a i s e d  from CAN$5.00 t o  
CANS8.00. T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  d u e s  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  
g roup  i n  1981, and t h e  e x t r a  funds  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  e d i t o r  some a d d i t i o n a l  
f l e x i b i l i t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  r e g u l a r  i s s u e s  o f  PSN and  t h e  
p roduc t ion  o f  s p e c i a l  i s s u e s .  



Under " o t h e r  b u s i n e s s " ,  H o r a c e  H a r r i s o n  made a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  o f f e r  
( d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  PSN) t o  h e l p  a u g m e n t  t h e  S t u d y  
Group's funds. The mee t ing  ended w i t h  t h e  BNAPEX f i r e  d r i l l .  

Robert  Lemire 

AN EARLY USAGE OF WEBB P 3 3 i  

A t  NOJEX t h i s  May, I purchased t h e  i l l u s t r a t e d  copy o f  Webb P33j (Admiral 
c a r d  #13  i n  my s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  i n  PSN), m a i l e d  t o  
C h i n a  i n  1915  and  r e d i r e c t e d  t h e r e  t o  T i e n t s i n .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a  n i c e  
u s a g e ,  a n d  s e e m e d  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y ,  b u t  I a l m o s t  p a s s e d  i t  u p  
n e v e r t h e l e s s .  That evening a t  home, I f i n a l l y  s tumbled on t h e  r e a l  r eason  
I shou ld  have snapped i t  up w i t h o u t  a  second thought.  

On p a g e  46  o f  PSN Vol. 9  ( 1 6 ) ,  I n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  two-month 
r e p o r t i n g  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  J u n e  25,  1915  ERP f o r  t h e  #12 d i e  I c a r d  (Webb 
P 3 3 i )  - a  v e r y  s c a r c e  c a r d  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  a l m o s t  
immedia te ly  - and t h e  September 1, 1915 ERP f o r  t h e  v e r y  common #13 d i e  I1 
card  (Webb P33j). What happened i n  between? Are t h e r e  more c o p i e s  o f  t h e  
d i e  I ca rd ,  used i n  J u l y  and August, t h a t  s i m p l y  havn't s u r f a c e d ?  Have w e  
j u s t  had bad luck  i n  f i n d i n g  e a r l i e r  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  d i e  I1 c a r d ?  

The c a r d  t o  China h e l p s  answer t h i s .  Although t h e  Montreal  d a t e r  hub d i d  
n o t  l e a v e  a  l e g i b l e  i m p r e s s i o n  - w h i c h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  e m b a r r a s s i n g  



c a r e l e s s n e s s ,  l e d  me t o  m i s s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  c a r d  - i t  i s  c l e a r l y  -? 

d a t e l i n e d  J u l y  26,  1915,  f r o m  Verdun  i n  M o n t r e a l .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  Chinese  t r a n s i t  marks which need t o  be t r a n s l a t e d  f o r  d a t e s ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  a  r e a d a b l e  s t r i k e  o f  S h a n g h a i  o n  S e p t .  2 and  a  c l e a r  T i e n t s i n  
r e c e i v e r  o f  S e p t .  7. 

A 43-day t r a n s i t  from Montreal  t o  China, w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r n a l  Chinese 
r e d i r e c t i o n ,  seems h i g h l y  p l a u s i b l e  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  second y e a r  o f  
t h e  War. T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one s m a l l  shipment  of  t h e  new d i e  I1 
c a r d  w a s  i n  M o n t r e a l  by  l a t e  J u l y ,  i n  t u r n  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i e  I c a r d  
was no l o n g e r  b e i n g  shipped. 

The o n l y  e x p l a n a t i o n  I c a n  t h i n k  o f  f o r  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  o t h e r  ( p r e -  
~ e p t e m b e r )  d i e  I1 usages  i s  t h a t  a  v e r y  s m a l l  shipment  was made i n  J u l y ,  
a f t e r  which war t ime  p r o d u c t i o n  problems h a l t e d  f u r t h e r  supp ly  f o r  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h a t  summer. 

B i l l  Walton 

SOME ADDITIONAL NOTES ON WARBUTTON'S TOGGERY CARDS 

S i n c e  t h e  a r t i c l e  on t h e  Warbut tonts  Toggery c a r d s  appeared i n  PSN Vol. 10 
( 1 2 )  pg. 10, t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  c a r d s  have been r e p o r t e d  by B i l l  Walton: 

P41d FT6 BK7 - 25s s t o r e  No.1 
P37c FTlO B K l O  - 25C s t o r e  No.3 
P37c FTlO B K l O  - 25D s t o r e  No.3 postmarked J u l y  11, 1929 

I n  t h e  t a b l e  o n  PSN Vol. 10 ,  pg. 1 1  t h e s e  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n  o f  P41d t o  t h e  
l i s t  o f  c a r d s  u s e d  by s t o r e  No. 1, and a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f o o t n o t e  n o t i n g  t h e  
p o s t m a r k  d a t e  o f  J u l y  1 1 ,  1 9 2 9  f o r  u s e  o f  K37c -25D f r o m  s t o r e  No. 3  i n  
Hamil ton.  

I n  t h e  t a b l e  on pg. 16 t h e  e n t r y :  P41d 

S 

s h o u l d  a p p e a r  u n d e r  FT6 a n d  BK7 f o r  s t o r e  No. 1, a n d  f o r  s t o r e  No. 3 t h e  
e n t r y  f o r  KP37c u n d e r  FTlO s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  p r e c a n c e l  t y p e s  C,D,E ( n o t  
j u s t  El.  

I n  some e a r l y  r e c o r d s  war button,^ name is  s p e l t  WARBURTON. However, h i s  
b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  (1885 i n  t h e  county o f  Somerset ,  ~ n g l a n d )  r e a d s  Al f red  
Warbutton. It is probably  j u s t  c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  bu t  a t  about  t h e  same t i m e  
W a r b u t t o n  was  s e t t i n g  up h i s  s h o p s  i n  O n t a r i o  t h e r e  was  a  c h a i n  o f  High 
S t r e e t  shops  i n  England c a l l e d  "BURTON'S The f i f t y  s h i l l i n g  Tailor". 

F i n a l l y ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  o n e  b l u e  KP37c c a r d  f o r  T o r o n t o  s t o r e  
No. 7  was p r i n t e d  on both  s i d e s  i n  b lack  i n k  ( F T ~  BK4 -25K) i n s t e a d  of  t h e  
u s u a l  b l u e  ink. 

George Manley 



PRINTED CACHETS ON THE "CANADA 92" ENVELOPES 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Hooper ORAPEX c a c h e t  on t h e  CANADA 92 #8 envelopes  (PSN 
Vol. 10 ,  pg. 9 ,  Canada P o s t  p r i n t e d  500  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  $8 e n v e l o p e  w i t h  a  
c a c h e t  f o r  L 9 E g l i s e  St. Jean-Bapt i s t e .  T h i s  cache ted  v a r i e t y  was i s s u e d  
on May 31, 1991 f o r  t h e  show Salon d e s  P h i l a d l i s t e s  de  Qdbec,  May 31 t o  
June 2, 1991. Some enve lopes  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  CANS3.00 from P i e r r e  
D o r v a l ,  P d s i d e n t ,  S o c i 4 t 4  P h i l a t d l i q u e  d e  Q d b e c ,  C.P. 40,  S t .  L a m b e r t  d e  
Ldvis ,  QC, GOS 2W0. A l s o ,  some c o p i e s  o f  t h e  #10 e n v e l o p e  w e r e  p r i n t e d  
w i t h  t h e  ExpoP92 logo  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  a d d r e s s  but ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  none 
a r e  f o r  s a l e  t o  c o l l e c t o r s .  

N e w  envelopes  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Pos tage  s e r i e s  a r e  scheduled t o  be i s s u e d  on 
November 29, 1991 a t  t h e  Salon d e s  c o l l e c t i o n n e u r s  de  M o n t s a l  a s  p a r t  of  
t h e i r  show on November 29, 30 and December 1. 

WEBB EN6f - THE HARRISON CUT SQUARES FOR SALE TO MEMBERS 

Webb EN6f, t h e  l a r g e  s i z e  3~ r e d  Queen V i c t o r i a  e n v e l o p e  o f  t h e  Second 
Dominion I s s u e  o n  p a p e r  w a t e r m a r k e d  C. P. Co., i s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  s c a r c e  
e n v e l o p e .  A s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  PSN Vol. 1, pg.37, two known c o p i e s  b e a r  t h e  
p r i n t e d  a d d r e s s  "EDWARD RAWLINGS, Esq./PRESIDENT/Guarantee Company o f  
N o r t h  America,/MONTREAL,/CANADA.". Some y e a r s  a g o  H o r a c e  H a r r i s o n  

f l  p u r c h a s e d  a  g r o u p  o f  a b o u t  f o r t y  c u t  s q u a r e s  e a c h  h a v i n g  a  d i s t i n c t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  "C. P. Co." w a t e r m a r k .  A r e a s o n a b l e  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  
t h e s e  c u t  s q u a r e s  came from enve lopes  p r i n t e d  f o r  and then r e c e i v e d  by a  
s i n g l e  a d d r e s s e e  such a s  t h e  Guarantee  Company. 

Horace H a r r i s o n  i s  now making most o f  t h e s e  c u t  s q u a r e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d y  
g r o u p  members  f o r  CANS75.00 p e r  c o p y ,  i.e., f o r  l e s s  t h a n  h i s  o r i g i n a l  
c o s t .  Of t h i s  sum, $12.50 p e r  c o p y  i s  b e i n g  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  
S t a t i o n e r y  Study Group - a  v e r y  generous  g e s t u r e  on Horace's par t .  

There a r e  25 c o p i e s  d a t e d  between J u l y  and October 1894, and 9  c o p i e s  n o t  
h a v i n g  a  l e g i b l e  d a t e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  l e g i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d a t e  and  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c u t  s q u a r e s  v a r y  somewhat, a l l  c o p i e s  have been compared 
t o  e n v e l o p e s  h a v i n g  t h e  f u l l  w a t e r m a r k ,  and  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  b e a r  a  
r e c o g n i z a b l e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  watermark. The p o r t i o n  of  t h e  watermark on 
e a c h  copy  i s  marked  l i g h t l y  i n  p e n c i l .  To p u r c h a s e  c o p i e s  p l e a s e  s e n d  
CANS75.00 o r  U.S. e q u i v a l e n t  t o  R o b e r t  L e m i r e ,  Box 549 ,  P i n a w a ,  M B  
ROE 1L0, Canada. P l e a s e  s t a t e  i f  you w i s h  t h e  copy  t o  b e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
l e g i b i l i t y  of  t h e  postmark,  postmark d a t e  o r  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  c u t  
square .  

PURUSING THE POSTAL ARCHIVES - THE CITY OF CRANBROOK FILE 

I n  Webbps 5 t h  e d i t i o n ,  under Misce l l aneous  P r i v a t e  Order P o s t  Cards, t h e r e  

P. i s  a  4~ cameo c a r d  l i s t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

- KP97d 4 ~  r e d ,  w h i t e  c a r d ,  r o u l e t t e d  a t  r i g h t  & l e f t ,  2 h o l e s  a t  bottom 
o f  c a r d ,  6  1 / 8  x  4  ( 1 5 5  x  1 0 1 )  (Cranbrook) .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  f o o t n o t e  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  s t a m p e d  p o r t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e r  t h r e e  p a r t  
card .  



The Canadian P o s t a l  Archives  c o n t a i n s  a  f i l e  (RG3 acc. 86-87/396, Box 63, 
f i l e  13-19-23) l a b e l l e d  " s p e c i a l  p o s t c a r d s  f o r  c i t y  o f  Cranbrook, B r i t i s h  
~o lumbia" .  Based on t h i s  f i l e ,  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h e  recorded c a r d  i s  one of - 
a  s e r i e s  o f - s p e c i a l  o r d e r  c a r d s  p repared  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  Cranbrook between 
1960 and 1969. 

s h i p p i n g  d a t e  
4c 2nd Karsh Nov. 1960 

Oct. 1961 
Nov. 1962 

4c  cameo Nov. 1963 
Nov. 1964 
Nov./Dec. 1965 
Nov. 1966 

4~ c e n t e n n i a l  ( ? )  Dec. 1967 
Oct. 1968 

6c c e n t e n n i a l  Mar. 1969 
J u l y  1969 

q u a n t i t y  
35,000 

The f i r s t  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  c a r d s  was p laced  i n  October 1960, and was 
f o r  35,000 4 c  c a r d s ,  1 5  318" x 4". T h e s e  w e r e  p r i n t e d  2-up by B r i t i s h  
American Bank Note Company and shipped on November 28, 1960. The 1963 and 
1966 p r i n t i n g s  were  recorded  a s  having been p repared  u s i n g  t h e  cameo die .  
The d i e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  1967 a n d  1968  c a r d s  i s  n o t  n o t e d ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  was  
t h e  4 ~  c e n t e n n i a l  d ie .  

h 

D e s p i t e  t h e  i m p e n d i n g  r a t e  c h a n g e  ( t o  66 i n  November 19681, t h e  20,000 
c a r d s  p r i n t e d  i n  October 1968 were d e f i n i t e l y  4~ cards .  Indeed, t h e  C i t y  
o f  C r a n b r o o k  was q u e r i e d  a b o u t  t h i s ,  b u t  n o  r e p l y  was  r e c e i v e d .  I t  was 
o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  r a t e  change t h a t  t h e  C i t y  o f  Cranbrook proposed paying t h e  
e x t r a  2 ~  f e e  i n  b u l k  ( a n d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  was  n o t  a c c e p t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
P o s t  O f f i c e  d i d  o f f e r  t o  r e d e e m  t h e  p o s t a g e  o n  unused  c a r d s ) .  T h i s  
p r o b l e m  u n d o u b t e d l y  l e d  t o  t h e  e a r l y  a n d  mid-1969 p r i n t i n g s  o f  t h e  6 ~  
c a r d s .  T h e r e  a r e  some comments  i n  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  s u g g e s t  t h e  
forms prepared f o r  t h e  two 1969 p r i n t i n g s  may be d i f f e r e n t .  

T h e r e  a r e  no  r e c o r d s  a f t e r  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  t h e  J u l y  1969 o r d e r ,  and  t h i s  
probably  means t h e r e  were  no l a t e r  p r i n t i n g s .  However, many o f  t h e  Pos t  
O f f i c e  f i l e s  o n  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  p o s t  c a r d s  end a t  a b o u t  t h i s  time, and  t h e  
l a c k  of  f u r t h e r  r e c o r d s  may s imply  r e f l e c t  a  change i n  r e c o r d  keeping by 
Canada Pos t. 

I wish t o  thank Tom Hil lman of  t h e  Na t iona l  Archives  of  Canada f o r  h e l p i n g  
me t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r e l e v a n t  P o s t  O f f i c e  f i l e .  

Robert  Lemire 

USING THE CANADIAN ARCHIVES FOR POSTAL STATIONERY RESEARCH 
OBSERVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

On t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  t r i p s  t o  Ottawa over  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  I have been a b l e  n 
t o  examine P o s t  O f f i c e  f i l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  Although none 
o f  t h e s e  v i s i t s  h a s  b e e n  f o r  more t h a n  t w o  d a y s  a t  a  t i m e ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
i n t e r e s t i n g  d o c u m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  u n c o v e r e d  t h a t  s h e d  l i g h t  on  i s s u e s  of  
i n t e r e s t  t o  c o l l e c t o r s  of  Canadian p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  Some of  t h e s e  have 



been d i s c u s s e d  i n  PSN, and more w i l l  appear. With t h i s  a r t i c l e  I hope t o  
i n t e r e s t  o t h e r  c o l l e c t o r s  i n  h e l p i n g  d i s c o v e r  what i n f o r m a t i o n  l i e s  b u r i e d  
i n  t h e  Archives ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  mechanics o f  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  documents. 

The f i r s t  t h i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  is  t h a t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  A r c h i v e s  i s  l a r g e .  The p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e c o r d s  i n  which I have been i n t e r e s t e d ,  a c c e s s i o n  R G 3  86/87 396, c o n s i s t s  
o f  n i n e t y  l a r g e  cardboard boxes. Each box is comple te ly  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  s e t  
o f  l a r g e  f i l e s  ( 8  1 / 2 "  x 14"), e a c h  w i t h i n  h e a v y  c a r d b o a r d  c o v e r s .  Of 
c o u r s e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  f i l e s  d e a l s  w i t h  many d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h e  p o s t a l  sys tem,  n o t  j u s t  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  Most of  t h e s e  f i l e s  have 
never  been examined by c o l l e c t o r s .  

The s i z e  o f  t h i s  h o l d i n g  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  Ot tawa .  
I n s t e a d  i t  i s  s t o r e d  i n  a  warehouse n e a r  Renfrew, and boxes a r e  brought i n  
t o  t h e  A r c h i v e s  o n  r e q u e s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r  have some i d e a  which f i l e s  he o r  s h e  wishes  t o  examine b e f o r e  
coming from o u t s i d e  o f  Ottawa t o  work a t  t h e  Archives. The r e q u i r e d  boxes 
can t h e n  be s e n t  t o  Ottawa b e f o r e  t h e  scheduled v i s i t .  Time must a l s o  be 
a l lowed  f o r  t h e  Arch ives  s t a f f  and /or  Canada P o s t  t o  go through each box 
and  e n s u r e  i t  d o e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  s e n s i t i v e  m a t e r i a l  (e.g., p e r s o n n e l  
records) .  Although t h e  whole procedure  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  l e s s  than  a  week t o  
s e t  up,  t h e  more  l e a d  t i m e  g i v e n  t o  A r c h i v e s  s t a f f ,  t h e  b e t t e r .  The 
r e s e a r c h e r  s h o u l d  n o t i f y  t h e  A r c h i v e s  (Tom H i l l m a n  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  

P R e s o u r c e s  Branch ,  395 W e l l i n g t o n  St., O t t a w a ,  ON, KIA ON3; FAX 613-996-  
8982) i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  v i s i t  and what m a t e r i a l  he o r  s h e  w i s h e s  
t o  examine. 

There  a r e  two keys  t o  working w i t h  t h e  Archives,  documents. The f i r s t  i s  
planning.  There a r e  f i n d i n g  a i d s  t o  h e l p  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  know what i s  i n  
t h e  boxes. Tom Hil lman o f  t h e  Archives  has  t h e s e  lists, and can  h e l p  you 
d e c i d e  which p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  Archives  r e c o r d s  may be o f  use  (I have a  copy 
o f  t h e  e i g h t y  p a g e  f i n d i n g  a i d  f o r  t h e  RG3 8 6 / 8 7  396,  and w i l l  s u p p l y  
photocopies  o f  r e l e v a n t  p o r t i o n s  of  t h a t  l i s t  t o  any s t u d y  group member on 
reques t ) .  My r u l e  o f  thumb is  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  a  box i s  r e l e v a n t ,  
an  i n i t i a l  page-by-page scan  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  ( t a k i n g  n o t e s )  w i l l  consume 
t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  a  working day. Ask f o r  a n  e x t r a  box. You may o r  may n o t  
have t i m e  f o r  i t  i f  t h e  f i r s t  box t u r n s  o u t  t o  c o n t a i n  l i t t l e  of i n t e a e s t .  

The s e c o n d  k e y  i s  f l e x i b i l i t y .  The f i n d i n g  a i d s  l i s t  t i t l e s  f o r  t h e  
f i l e s .  Most of  t h e s e  a r e  a c c u r a t e ,  b u t  i n  some c a s e s  they  a r e  mis leading.  
A f i l e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  o u t  c o n t a i n i n g  l e t t e r s  a b o u t  CP p r o x y  e n v e l o p e s  
s u d d e n l y  b e g a n  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  CP f l i m s y  s p e c i a l  
o r d e r  cards .  Be a l e r t  f o r  t i d b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t o p i c s  you were n o t  
p lann ing  t o  t h i n k  about.  The wor ld  i s n ' t  p e r f e c t ,  and some documents a r e  
m i s f i l e d .  Ra ther  t h a n  go ing  i n  w i t h  a  f i x e d  i d e a  o f  what you w i l l  f i n d ,  
b e  c o n t e n t  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  you h a v e  a t  hand. I 
remember r e q u i s i t i o n i n g  a box i n  hopes of  f i n d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  
p r i n t i n g  of  t h e  Admiral  I s s u e  p o s t  cards .  There was a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  u s e f u l  
i n  t h a t  f i l e ,  bu t  one of  t h e  o t h e r  f i l e s  i n  t h e  box con ta ined  t h e  comple te  

P h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  su rcharged  envelope,  Webb EN44. 

On y o u r  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  A r c h i v e s  b u i l d i n g  you m u s t  o b t a i n  a  r e s e a r c h  
p a s s  ( t h i s  i s  d o n e  i n  t h e  l o b b y  o f  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  A r c h i v e s  



bui ld ing ,  and only takes  a  few minutes). This pass  w i l l  a l l ow you t o  gain '-7 

a c c e s s  t o  a  room i n  which  you can  r e a d  t h e  documents  - even  i n  t h e  
evenings and on weekends. Br i e fcases  etc .  a r e  not permit ted,  and must be 
s t o r e d  i n  a  . locker  near  t he  bu i ld ing  entrance. You can a l s o  ge t  a  locker 
behind the  reading room t o  s t o r e  t he  boxes you a r e  examining. 

Pho tocopy ing  can  be  a  problem i n  t h a t  a l l  copy ing  must  be done by 
Arch ives '  s t a f f ,  and t h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  low l i m i t  on how much w i l l  be  done 
f o r  you on a  given day. However, p ieces  of  paper a r e  provided f o r  marking 
pages  i n  t h e  f i l e s  f o r  photocopying .  By d o i n g  t h i s ,  and f i l l i n g  o u t  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  fo rm,  t h e  c o p y i n g  c a n  be  done o v e r  s e v e r a l  weeks a f t e r  you 
have  l e f t .  The c o p i e s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  you by m a i l .  You can  u s e  you 
c r e d i t  c a r d  t o  s i m p l i f y  payment. I f i n d  i t  b e s t  n o t  t o  sk imp  on t h e  
photocopies. The c o s t  of  t h e  photocopies may seem high, but no t  compared 
t o  another  t r i p  t o  Ottawa from most p laces  i n  Canada o r  t h e  U.S.A. 

For  most  members,  t i m e  a t  t h e  A r c h i v e s  i s  c o s t l y ,  and t h e r e  i s  n o t  much 
use spending t ime on f i l e s  t h a t  a r e  a l ready  known t o  conta in  l i t t l e  use fu l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  Conve r se ly ,  i f  a f i l e  i s  known t o  c o n t a i n  r e q u i r e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a  photocopy r e q u e s t  may s a v e  a  v i s i t  t o  Ottawa.  Fo r  t h e s e  
reasons w e  w i l l  be e s t a b l i s h i n g  an l i s t  of "Abstracts of Archives F i les"  
T h i s  l i s t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  summar ie s  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  f i l e s  t h a t  have 
a l ready  been examined f o r  in format ion  r e l a t e d  t o  pos t a l  s t a t i one ry .  I n  
the  fu tu re ,  a l l  members a r e  asked t o  submit summaries of Archives f i l e s  
they examine. The a b s t r a c t s  w i l l  be published i n  PSN, and comprehensive 
l i s t s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  on request .  Some examples a r e  given below. -. 

Abst rac ts  of  Archives F i l e s  P o t e n t i a l l y  Related To Pos t a l  S t a t ione ry  

- - 

bt 62, Fils U-lP17 Spscial postcarda mmufectured for  Canedim &ti-1 Express CQ 
This f i l e  containa correapondencs relating t o  the printing of t he  CN Exprses flimsy forme. 
The f i r s t  l e t t e r s  a re  relatsd t o  a request from Sevoy Continuous Forms t o  print  a stamp 
imprsasion on f o r m  dated 2-52, and whether epproval st.lwld be grmted t o  a private firm for 
printing the stamp i m p ~ i o n s  on private order cards. Correspondence related t o  each 
successive printing (by a variety of compmies) is included. The f i r s t  part re la tes  t o  
printings through 1958. The second part contains correspondents from 1959 t o  1971. (RJL) ........................................................................................... 
bt 62 F i b  U-1+18 Special poetcards manufactured for  the City of Wimipeq 
This f i l e  contains correspadence related to m inquiry from the C i t y  of Winnipeg a~ lce rn ing  
the printing of a Zt! precancelled stamp impression on a continuwe-form post c a r d  No cards 
appear to  have been printed. (RJL) ......................................................................................... 
BDsc 63. F i b  U-l+20 special poetcards hydro e lec t r ic  power commiseion Toronto, (3ntario 
This f i l e  containa correspondence related t o  the printing of special order meter reading 
cards for the Hydro Electric Power Commission of Ontario (mter io  Hydro). The f i r s t  part 
covers the period 1943 to  1956, m d  mmy printings of & cards during the Ceorge VI period 
ere described, ee are  some 2e f i r s t  Karah printings. The second part of the f i l e  describes 
the involvement of Moore WIsinesa Forms in doing printing for  Hydro. The laa t  l e t t e r  in the 

f i l e  is dated in l a t e  1969. The f i l e  is less detailed towards the end. 'There is a t  leas t  
' 

one l e t t e r  related t o  printings for  CN Express, end one for CP. (RJL) 
'-7 

........................................................................................... 
Robert Lemire 


