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THE DELAY I N  THE NEWSLETTER 

You p r o b a b l y  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  N o t e s  i s  
u n u s u a l l y  l a t e .  I h a v e  h a d  a  v e r y  h e c t i c  s c h e d u l e  a t  work  t h i s  a u t u m n ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  BNAPEX, and have f a l l e n  behind on t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  and on 
my c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  P r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  p r i n t e r  f o r  my c o m p u t e r  h a v e  n o t  
he lped  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Memberships i n  t h e  Study Group i n c l u d e  s i x  i s s u e s  
of  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  (i.e., one comple te  volume). There fo re ,  no "1991" dues  
w i l l  be r e q u e s t e d  u n t i l  Volume 9, No. 6 i s  mai led .  I w i l l  t r y  t o  comple te  
Volume 9  by l a t e  January  o r  e a r l y  February ,  and g e t  on w i t h  Volume 10,  No. 
1 by March. My a p o l o g i e s  t o  t h e  s t u d y  group members f o r  t h e s e  de lays .  

Robert  Lemire 

THE STUDY GROUP MEETING AT BNAPEX'90 

P The annual  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Study Group o f  BNAPS was h e l d  
on F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h  a t  BNAPEX'90 i n  G a l v a s t o n ,  T e x a s .  T h e r e  w e r e  
t w e l v e  BNAPSers i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  
Admiral  I s sue .  S e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m s  were  shown, and i t  was n o t e d  by 
s e v e r a l  members t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  i s s u e  t o  approach 
w i t h o u t  a  good o u t l i n e .  B i l l  Walton agreed  t o  w r i t e  a n  a r t i c l e  p r o v i d i n g  
a  s y s t e m a t i c  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Admiral  I s s u e  P o s t  Cards,  and t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  o f  t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a p p e a r s  on page 38 o f  t h i s  i s s u e  of  PSN. 

J I M  WEBB AND MARK ARONS HONOURED BY THE STUDY GROUP 

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  S t u d y  Group o f  BNAPS, h e l d  a t  
BNAPEX o n  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h ,  1990 ,  i t  was  d e c i d e d  t o  h o n o u r  t w o  members'  who 
have made major  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i e l d  of  Canadian p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  
Honorary L i f e t i m e  Memberships i n  t h e  Study Group were  awarded t o  J i m  Webb 
and t o  Mark Arons. 

J i m  Webb's name i s  w e l l  known t o  most  s t u d y  g roup  members. He e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  c a t a l o g u e  t h a t  b e a r s  h i s  name, and worked t o  improve each s u c c e s s i v e  
e d i t i o n  o f  t h a t  c a t a l o g u e  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  He was  t h e  
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first major dealer in decades to consistently promote the collecting of 
Canadian and Newfoundland postal stationery and to maintain a regular 
stock of stationery items. 

Mark Arons is probably less known to many collectors of BNA postal 
stationery, especially newer collectors. Beginning in 1959, when almost 
no one collected postal stationery, he wrote a regular column "Postal 
Stationery Panorama" for BNA Topics. After four years, a career change 
put a temporary halt to his writings, but from 1971 to 1977 he prepared 
"BNA Forum" for the journal "Postal Stationery". His writings helped 
introduce many collectors to Canadian and Newfoundland postal stationery 
at a time when there was no other beyond-the-catalogue information being 
printed. 

These two men have contributed much to the field of BNA postal stationery, 
and our group pays tribute to them and their efforts for the hobby. 

A SEQUENTIAL OVERVIEW OF REGULAR ISSUE ADMIRAL POST CARDS 

Editor's note: Because t h i s  a r t i c l e  is longer than many, i t  w i l l  appear i n  sect ions  over 
two or three i ssues  of PSN. In some cases reference is made (by number) t o  cards t o  be 
discussed in  the s e c t i m  that w i l l  appear i n  future issues  of the Notes. The f igures 
i l l u s t r a t e  a se lect ion of cards showing many of the different heading types. 

The Admiral post card issue began in 1912, and ended 17 years later in 
1929. The financial and production consequences of World War I had a very 
significant impact on the Admirals from the start, and played a major role 
in shaping the issue. During its life it underwent an extraordinary 
series of changes, encompassing rates, colours, dies, headings, 
provisional issues, card stocks - even the security printer underwent a 
name change during this period, from American Bank Note Company (Ottawa) 
to Canadian Bank Note Company. 

Only the George VI Issue - which spanned 16 years including World War I1 - 
approaches the Admiral Issue in challenging the collector. Yet, despite 
this - and despite the enormous and deserved attention given the Admiral 
postal adhesives by B.N.A. philatelists - the Admiral post cards have 
received surprisingly little systematic study and research. 

One major reason for this may be that most collectors have no real road 
map of the issue at hand - nothing that provides a broad picture of what 
was going on, by outlining the flow of the issue. I have often thought 
that a chronological exhibit of the Admiral cards would be an eye-catching 
entry in a Canadian-focussed show, but such an exhibit is rarely seen, and 
the lack of an outline as a starting point may be one of the hindrances to 
potential exhibitors. 

In this article, I will try to provide such an outline as a possible aid 
to collecting, studying, researching and exhibiting th.e regular issue 
Admiral cards. I have deliberately avoided many interesting aspects of 
shades, printing and card stocks, in an attempt to reduce complexity - but 
these are all fertile fields worthy of pursuit, each with much wheat to be 
separated from a great deal of chaff. 



The focus  h e r e  is on changing r a t e s ,  co lou r s ,  d i e s  and headings  - each i n  
s i m p l i f i e d  f a s h i o n  - b u t  e v e n  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  c a n  b e  a n a l y z e d  much 
fu r t he r .  The a r t i c l e  makes no r e a l  a t t e m p t  t o  go beyond t h e  Webb-listed 
v a r i e t i e s :  i t  s i m p l y  g r o u p s  them s e q u e n t i a l l y ,  w i t h  some n o t e s  o f  
exp l ana t i on  a long  t h e  way. 

When t h e  Admirals were  f i r s t  on s a l e ,  t hey  fo l lowed  t h e  ' i s sue  p a t t e r n  o f  
t h e  Company's Maple Leaf and Edward I s sue ;  by 1929, they  were e s s e n t i a l l y  
i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  l a s t e d  f o r  Canad i an  p o s t  c a r d s  u n t i l  
1951, n e a r  t h e  end o f  t h e  George V I  Issue.  How t h i s  change occur red  can 
be s een  s t e p  by s t e p .  

F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  I h a v e  i n c l u d e d  "Admira l  numbers"  a s  a  
r e f e r e n c e ,  ma t ched  t o  Webb numbers .  The Webb C a t a l o g u e  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  
companion t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  f o r  heading t ypes  and s tamp d ies .  ERPs a r e  shown 
f o r  t h e  c a r d s  a t  t h e  r i g h t  of  each  l i s t i n g .  

1912-13: F i r s t  I s s u e  ( 2 ~  U.P.U. i n  1912, o t h e r s  i n  1913) 
1. Webb P 2 7 i / j  1~ green ,  type  8 d i e  I1 Sept.  4 ,  1913 
2. . P28c 1~ carmine,  t ype  4C, d i e  I Dec. 7, 1913 
3. P28d 1~ carmine,  type  4C, d i e  I1 Nov. 7, 1913 
4. P32a 1~ b l ack  & 1~ black ,  types  8 & 16 Apr. 6, 1914 
5. P35 2 ~  b lue ,  t ype  17 Jun. 27, 1912 - - -  
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A g l a n c e  a t  t h e  Edward I s s u e  i n  t h e  C a t a l o g u e  w i l l  show t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  
Admiral  I s s u e  p a r a l l e l s  it e x a c t l y ,  w i t h  two ve ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  except ions .  

a. The h e a d i n g s  a r e  now b i l i n g u a l  i n s t e a d  o f  E n g l i s h  o n l y ,  a s  t h e y  
h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  ( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  U.P.U. c a r d s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  a l w a y s  
r equ i r ed  i n  eve ry  count ry  t o  show a l l  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  i n  French 
a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l "  U.P.U. l anguage ) .  I t  h a s  l o n g  



b e e n  h e l d  t h a t  b i l i n g u a l  h e a d i n g s  f o r  t h e  d o m e s t i c  c a r d s  w e r e  7 

i n i t i a t e d  b y , t h e  Borden government f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  a f t e r  t h e  
d e f e a t  o f  L a u r i e r ,  a n d  t h i s  may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c a s e .  I n  a n y  
e v e n t ,  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a r g u m e n t  f o r  b i l i n g u a l  h e a d i n g s  i n  a  t w o -  
language c o u n t r y  can  s u r e l y  be made (no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  i t  c a n  b e  made).  P o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  
dominant Anglophone community soon s u r f a c e d ,  however, a s  t h e  n e x t  
Admiral  I s s u e  shows. 

b. D i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  s t a m p  d i e s  now a p p e a r ,  on  112 a n d  il3. The 
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e  complex, and be long  i n  a n  Admiral  p o s t  c a r d  
handbook  o r  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e .  What m a t t e r s  i s  t h a t  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
d i e s  occur  a t  l e a s t  i n t o  t h e  1916 i s s u e s ,  and t h e n  a g a i n  from 1927 
t o  1929.  

The l c _ g r e e n  ( f l )  w a s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  c a r d  p u r c h a s e s  o v e r  t h e  -- --- 
c o u n t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  i t  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  p u r c h a s e d  i n  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
s i n g l e  c a r d s  ( a s  f a r  a s  I know, i t  was  n o t  o r d i n a r i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  u n c u t  
panes o f  any s i z e ) .  The back cou ld  c a r r y  a n  o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n a l  message,  o r  
p r i n t i n g  o f  a l m o s t  any s o r t ,  b u t  a s  t h e  "address  onlyt '  admoni t ion  i n  t h e  
head ing  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  f r o n t  was n o t  in tended  t o  c a r r y  a d d i t i o n a l  p r i n t i n g .  
T h i s  c a r d  was r e p l a c e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  Prov ince  o f  Quebec by i16 and i17 of  t h e  
n e x t  i s s u e  i n  m i d - 1 9 1 4 ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o l l e c t e d  u s e d  i n  E n g l i s h  Canada 
p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  The i m p o s i t i o n  o f  War T a x  on A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 1 5  l e d  t o  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  c a r d  by 2 c  c a r d s  ( i l l 2  a n d  #13)  f o r  p e r s o n a l i z e d  
messages  ( h a n d w r i t t e n  messages,  o r  p r i n t e d  fo rms  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  s p e c i f i c  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  be f i l l e d - i n ) ,  and t h i s  c a r d  shou ld  be c o l l e c t e d  p r i o r  t o  
t h a t  d a t e  w i t h  p e r s o n a l i z e d  use. A s  a  p r i n t e d  m a t t e r  c a r d ,  i t  remained i n  
u s e  f o r  g e n e r i c  p r i n t e d  messages  from i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  c o l o u r  
change t o  o range  i n  1921 (#25), undergoing i n t e r e s t i n g  changes i n  shades  
and s t o c k s .  

The 1c c a r m i n e  (i12 a n d  # 3 )  c o u l d  b e  p u r c h a s e d  i n  s i n g l e s  o r  packages o f  
panes,  and was in tended  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  l a r g e r  commercia l  u s e r s .  The back 
c o u l d . c a r r y  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  a  h a n d w r i t t e n  m e s s a g e  t o  a  g e n e r i c  p r i n t e d  
m e s s a g e .  The f r o n t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  a l l o w  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  
p r i n t e d  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  and  i t  was  o f t e n  ( b u t  n o t  a l w a y s )  u s e d  t h i s  way; 
o n l y  t h e  s p a c e  b e l o w  t h e  h e a d i n g  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  l e f t  c l e a r  o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  p r i n t i n g ,  a n d  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  a d d r e s s .  A new h e a d i n g  s t y l e  
a l s o  r e p l a c e d  t h e s e  c a r d s  w i t h i n  abou t  s i x  months (il8). 

The 1 c  & 1c b l a c k  (i l4)  was  a l s o  i n t e n d e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  --------- 
p u r c h a s e  b u t ,  l i k e  t h e  1c g r e e n  ( i l l ) ,  w a s  q u i c k l y  r e p l a c e d  i n  E n g l i s h  
Canada ( b y  99) .  A s  o f  A p r i l  1 5 ,  1915 ,  i t  s e r v e d  o n l y  f o r  g e n e r i c  p r i n t e d  
m e s s a g e s ,  a n d  i f  t h e  r e p l y  h a l f  r e q u i r e d  f i l l - i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  ' t o  a n y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n t ,  i t  t e c h n i c a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  an e x t r a  1c postage.  No 2c 
& 2 ~  r e p l y  c a r d  w a s  e v e r  i s s u e d  a f t e r  A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 1 5  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  l o s t  
f u n c t i o n  of  a  "pe r sona l i zed  message" r e p l y  card .  ( 1 t  shou ld  be no ted  t h a t  
t h e  ERP f o r  t h i s  c a r d  i s  c u r r e n t l y . A p r i 1  1914 ,  a n d  t h e  c a r d  may a c t u a l l y  
p r o v e  t o  b e  a  1 9 1 4  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  1 9 1 3  i s s u e . )  T h i s  c a r d  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  
f o r  many y e a r s , .  a n d  w a s  n o t  r e p l a c e d  u n t i l  t h e  c o l o u r  c h a n g e  t o  
orange (il31). .? 



The 2~  b l u e  U.P.U. ( # 5 )  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  A d m i r a l  c a r d  i s s u e d  (and . 
t h e  o n l y  one  t o  a p p e a r  i n  1912). No d o u b t  i t  was t h e  e a s i e s t  c a r d  t o  
p r e p a r e ,  b e c a u s e  ( a s  w i t h  a l l  p r e c e d i n g  U.P.U. c a r d s )  i t  was r e c e s s  
p r i n t e d  ("engraved") l i k e  t h e  a d h e s i v e  s t a m p s ,  and t h u s  t h e  Company had 
t r a n s f e r  d i e s  r e a d i l y  a t  h a n d . t o  l a y  down t h e  s t a m p  p o r t i o n  o f  a  s t e e l  
p l a t e ;  t r a n s f e r  d i e s  f o r  t he  heading were a t  hand from product ion of  t he  
Company's e a r l i e r  U.P.U. c a r d s .  The c a r d  i s  s c a r c e  u sed ,  l a r g e l y  due  t o  
t h e  outbreak of  World War I, and l e g i t i m a t e  usages dur ing  t h e  war yea r s  
a r e  ra re .  Use a f t e r  t h e  war i s  a l s o  scarce ,  and t h e  card  was e f f e c t i v e l y  
rendered obso l e t e  wi thout  a d d i t i o n a l  adhes ives  a s  o f  October 1921, w i th  
t h e  r a t e  i n c r e a s e  t o  6~  (832). Thus, a l t h o u g h  t h e  c a r d  saw a  n i n e - y e a r  
l i f e ,  i t  is sca rce  used c o r r e c t l y  (use from Apr i l  1915 on t o  Canada o r  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d o e s  not c o u n t  a s  a n  i n t e n d e d  u s a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p o s t a g e  
r a t e  is cor rec t ) .  This  was a l s o  t h e  only Admiral card  u n t i l  1915 wi th  t h e  
heading and stamp p r i n t e d  t oge the r  and i n  t h e  same colour. 

1912-13: F i r s t  I s sue  ( 2 ~  U.P.U. i n  1912, o t h e r s  i n  1913) 
6. Webb P27f 1~  green,  type  6 d i e  I J u l .  3 ,  1914 

I have seen  a  sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e s e  ca rds  - a t  l e a s t  t h e  1~ green - were 
a c t u a l l y  p r e p a r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b i l i n g u a l  h e a d i n g s ,  b u t  we re  h e l d  back  
i n i t i a l l y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  Whether  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
were prepared subsequent ly ,  they were c l e a r l y  i s sued  a s  a  replacement f o r  
b i l i n g u a l  head ings .  T h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  e x p l a i n e d  by a  r e a l  o r  p e r c e i v e d  
need t o  e l i m i n a t e  French i n s c r i p t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  Province of  Quebec, t o  
which t h e  b i l i n g u a l  c a r d s  appear  t o  have been subsequent ly  r e s t r i c t e d  ( I  
have n o t  seen Admiral b i l i n g u a l  c a r d s  used from Francophone a r e a s  o f  o t h e r  
provinces) .  

7  . P27g/h 1~ green,  type  6 ,  d i e  I1 Jan. 25, 1915 
8. P28a 1~ carmine, type  3  (carmine) ,  d i e  I Apr. 6,  1915 
9. P32 1~ black & 1~ black,  types  6  & 13  Nov. 19, 1915 
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With  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e s e  c a r d s  ( e x c e p t  f o r  #8, wh ich  had g u i d e  l i n e s  o n l y  - 
and  n o  l a n g u a g e  t e x t ,  and was f o r  u s e  e v e r y w h e r e ) ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  had 
backed i t s e l f  i n t o  a  long-term product ion and inventory  headache. French . 

i n s c r i p t i o n s  could ha rd ly  be e l imina t ed  from Quebec once introduced - but  
t h e y  w e r e  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  e l s e w h e r e .  Thus, a l m o s t  e v e r y  
v a r i e t y  o f  card  now requ i r ed  two language ve r s ions  - a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  d i d  
no t  begin t o  be co r r ec t ed  u n t i l  1951. 

One i n t e r e s t i n g  q u i r k  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c a r d s ,  and 
remained i n  p l ace  u n t i l  t h e  change t o  t h e  s i m p l i f i e d  headings o f  1929 (943 
t o  #51). The English-only headings fol lowed those  of  t h e  Maple Leaf and 
Edward I s sues ,  and thus  omi t t ed  t h e  word "only" i n  t h e  add re s s  admonition 
al though i t  a l r eady  appeared i n  t h e  b i l i n g u a l  headings. 

The 1~ green, D i e  I (#6) was  a  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  ( E n g l i s h )  companion  t o  #I. 
Usages s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  was e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  O n t a r i o ,  
e s p e c i a l l y - i n  t h e  T o r o n t o  a r e a .  It  c a n  b e  found  w i t h  p e r s o n a l i z e d  and 
gene r i c  p r i n t e d  messages a t  t h e  1 ~  r a t e ,  and was replaced by #7 be fo re  t he  
impos i t i on  o f  t h e  War Tax. 

The 1~ green, D i e  I1 (#7) rep laced  t h e  Die I card  (#6) by January 1915, a s  
t h e  new English-only vers ion.  It was v a l i d  f o r  persona l ized  messages a t  
t he  1 ~  rat; f o r  onl; about t h r e e  months u n t i l  the-war  Tax, a f t e r  which t h e  
c a r d  was r e p l a c e d  f o r  such  u s e  by t h e  2 ~  c a r d s  ( # l o  and  # I l l .  L i k e  #1, 
however ,  i t  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  f o r  g e n e r i c  p r i n t e d  m e s s a g e s  u n t i l  i t  was 
rep laced  i n  1921 by t h e  card  w i t h  t he  co lou r  changed t o  orange (#24). .- 

The 1~ c a r m i n e ,  Die  I (18) was not a n  a d d i t i o n  f o r  E n g l i s h  Canada, b u t  
r a t h e r  a  non-language s u b s t i t u t i o n  - d i s t r i b u t e d  everywhere - f o r  ca rds  #2 
and #3. The add re s s  space a r e a  was now roughly enclosed by a  r i g h t  ang le  
g u i d e l i n e  i n  t h e  lower r i g h t ,  aga in  a l l owing  t h e  rest of t h e  f r o n t  t o  be 
u s e d  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g .  The g u i d e l i n e s ,  u n l i k e  h e a d i n g s  on  a l l  p r e v i o u s  
ca rds  prepared f o r  domest ic  use  by t h e  American Bank Note Company, were 
p r i n t e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  s tamp impression,  and i n  t h e  same colour.  
I s sued  by e a r l y  Apr i l  1915, t h e  p o s s i b l e  u se  of  t h i s  card  f o r  persona l ized  
m e s s a g e s  ended  w i t h i n  a  f ew  d a y s  o f  i t s  i s s u e ,  and  i t  was r e p l a c e d  f o r  
t h a t  u s e  by new 2 ~  a d v e r t i s i n g  c a r d s  ( # I 4  and #15). I t  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  
f o r  gene r i c  p r i n t e d  messages u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  year ,  when confusion w i t h  
t h e  new iden t i ca l l y - co lou red  2 ~  carmine War Tax ca rds  i n  a l l  l i ke l i hood  
l e d  t o  i t s  replacement  by a  1~ green card  (#16). 

The 1~ & 1~ black  (89) was t h e  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  ( E n g l i s h )  companion t o  #4. 
It appears  no t  t o  have been i ssued  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  impos i t i on  of t h e  War 
Tax, and t h u s ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  o n l y  s aw  d u t y  a c r o s s  i t 8  e n t i r e  l i f e s p a n  f o r  
g e n e r i c  p r i n t e d  messages .  L i k e  # 4 ,  i t  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  u n t i l  t h e  c o l o u r  
change t o  orange (#30). 

t o  be cont inued B i l l  Walton 

A DIFFERENT TYPE OF REVALUATION - USE OF A BULK MAILING PERMIT ON WEBB P67b 
-\ 

M o d i f i e d  p o s t a l  c a r d s  a r e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i n e  t o  c o l l e c t .  Although 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  n o t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Webb's Catalogue (wi th  good reason),  
such v a r i e t i e s  a s  p r i v a t e l y  added headings,  p r i v a t e l y  r o u l e t t e d  ca rds  and 



cut-down c a r d s  add d i v e r s i t y  and n o v e l t y  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n .  Another 
popular type of modified card is the  p r iva te ly  precancelled card. These 
a r e  even l i s t e d  i n  Webb's i n  a  general  way. 

Some c a r d s  have a l s o  been m o d i f i e d  by r e v a l u a t i o n .  When t h i s  h a s  been 
done by the  Post Office, cards with the  new value indica t ion  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  
Webb's. However, o f t e n  r e v a l u a t i o n  was done by t h e  u s e r  - e i t h e r  by 
appl ica t ion  of add i t iona l  stamps o r  a  meter impression. 

A t h i r d  method o f  r e v a l u i n g ,  one t h a t  i n t r i g u e s  me, i s  t h e  u s e  o f  a  
"POSTAGE PAID" Bulk M a i l i n g  pe rmi t .  Shown i s  a  p e r m i t  a p p l i e d  t o  a  1~ + 
1~ reply card (green heading - Webb P67b) used by the  Maritimes d iv i s ion  
of The T. Eaton Company Limited. 

P 

I n  Dick S t a e c k e r ' s  "The Canadian P e r m i t  Pos tage  Stamps S p e c i a l i z e d  
Catalog", t h i s  p e r m i t  i s  l i s t e d  a s  t y p e  B46-19. I n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
t h e  c a t a l o g u e ,  Dick n o t e s  t h a t  f o r  a  long t i m e  t h e s e  p e r m i t s  were  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h i r d  c l a s s  m a i l ,  and he  q u o t e s  (pg. 4) from an e a r l y  
c i r c u l a r  : 

"Mai le r s  of  p e r m i t  b u l k  m a i l  have t o  s t a t e  t h e  number o f  a n t i c i p a t e d  
p i e c e s  and t h e  p o s t a g e  r a t e  p e r  p iece .  They have t o  be  un i fo rm i n  
we igh t ,  bundled f o r  e a s y  c o u n t i n g  and a d d r e s s e d  i n  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
fashion. I' 

The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a r d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  was s e n t  o u t  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
r e q u e s t s  f o r  a  c a t a l o g u e ,  and hence would be an  ongoing usage  o f  a  form 
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s i n g l e  b u l k  m a i l i n g .  So why t h e  p e r m i t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  
postage meter o r  stamps? It seems poss ib le  t h a t  Eaton's would no t  want 
the  nuisance of  individual ly  stamping t h e i r  cards, nor the  problem of the  
lack of cont ro l  over postage use t h a t  meters and stamps can present .  



Was h a v i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a m p  added by P.P.S. (ed. no t e :  o r  more l i k e l y ,  --. 

Canadian  Bank Note Co., who h e l d  t h e  c o n t r a c t )  a  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e ?  
Probably no t  - given t h e  overworked s t a t e  of t h e  Department a t  t h e  t i m e  
(according t o  t h e i r  annual r e p o r t s )  t h e  turn-around t ime f o r  t h e  forms t o  
g e t  back t o  Eaton's may have been t o o  long. 

Severa l  o t h e r  ques t i ons  come t o  mind. Whose idea  was i t  t o  use  t h e  permit  
t o  r eva lue  t h e  ca rds  - Eaton's o r  t h e  Post  Off ice?  Consequently, who had 
t h e  work done  (p re sumab ly  by a  l o c a l  p r i n t e r ) ?  Was i t  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  
Eaton's - t o  c l e a r  up t h e i r  inventory o f  stamped forms, o r  t h e  Post  Of f i ce  - t o  s e r v e  a  l a r g e  c u s t o m e r ?  Did Ea ton ' s  do  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  a  f a v o u r  t o  
he lp  them c l e a r  up t h e i r  inventory? We may never  know. 

Being p r i v a t e l y  
ca ta logue  s t a t u s  
recorded i n  PSN 

modif ied cards ,  t he se  i t ems  w i l l  probably never achieve 
i n  Webb's. Nevertheless ,  i t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  have 

any o t h e r  such ca rds  (o r  envelopes) i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of  
o t h e r  Study Group members. 

John Aitken 

ANOTHER STOLEN STATIONERY COLLECTION 

Another major Canadian p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  c o l l e c t i o n  has  been s t o l e n  i n  t h e  
M o n t r e a l  a r e a .  Acco rd ing  t o  Hank Narbonne, t h e  v i c t i m  was n o t  a  BNAPS 
member, bu t  had an ex t ens ive  c o l l e c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  i n  s p e c i a l  
o rde r  m a t e r i a l  and p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  p r i n t e r s '  waste  i t e m s .  It apparen t ly  .,-. 

included a  number o f  i t ems  no t  l i s t e d  i n  Webb's. C o l l e c t o r s  and d e a l e r s  
should con tac t  Hank i f  they a r e  o f f e r ed  m a t e r i a l  they f e e l  might be from 
t h i s  co l l ec t i on .  

THE BNA TOPICS INDEX PROJECT 

C h a r l e s  L i v e r m o r e  i s  c o m p i l i n g  a n  i n d e x  f o r  BNA Topics .  T h i s  m a s s i v e  
p r o j e c t  is w e l l  on i t s  way t o  completion. However, t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  index 
headings f o r  h igh ly  s p e c i a l i z e d  a r e a s  of  BNA p h i l a t e l y  i s  an a r e a  i n  which 
o t h e r  BNAPS members may be a b l e  t o  o f f e r  help. Study Group cha i rpersons  
have  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  c u r r e n t  l i s t ,  b u t  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  
o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  is a l s o  required.  I f  you wish t o  help,  p l ea se  contact :  
M r .  P.C. Livermore, 100-08 Ascian Ave., Fo re s t  H i l l s ,  NY 11375, U.S.A. 

NEW SPECIAL LETTER ENVELOPES ? ?  

John  A i t k e n  r e p o r t s  a  r e c e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Andrew Chung. Andrew ( a  
BNAPSer who works  f o r  Canada P o s t )  n o t e d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  r e d  and b l u e  
s p e c i a l  l e t t e r  e n v e l o p e s  a r e  now b e i n g  i s s u e d  w i t h  a  r o u l e t t e d  f l a p  - 
appa ren t ly  t o  h inder  re-use. It  was n o t  repor ted  i f  t he  form d a t e s  have 
been  changed.  Can anyone c o n f i r m  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  b o t h  s i z e s  o f  t h e  new 
s t y l e  r e g i o n a l  and n a t i o n a l  envelopes,  and r e p o r t  on t h e  form da t e s?  


