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PUZZLE !I6 - The 2c on 1c s u r c h a r g e s  on t h e  George V I  p o s t  c a r d s  

The 1951 2c on 1c p o s t  c a r d  r e v a l u e s  (Webb P72, P72c) a r e  found used from 
1951 r o u t i n e l y  on i n t o  a t  l e a s t  1956. I assumed f o r  many y e a r s  t h a t  bulk  
q u a n t i t i e s  s i m p l y  r e m a i n e d  i n  i n v e n t o r y  and w e r e  g r a d u a l l y  e x h a u s t e d .  
Seven  y e a r s  a g o  I b e g a n  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s ,  when I n o t i c e d  a p p a r e n t  
s u r c h a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f r o m  c a r d - t o - c a r d ,  w h i c h  l e d  me t o  s t a r t  a  more  
c a r e f u  1 examinat ion .  

Without t o o  much d e t a i l ,  h e r e  i s  a n  i d e a  o f  t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  I observed.  

( 1 )  P72c ( t h e  mimeo r o u l e t t e )  was a l m o s t  a lways  used i n  1951, and had a  
20mm lower b a r  (5 o r  6  d a t e d  examples) .  

( 2 )  P72, when used i n  1951, had a  21mm lower  bar. When used i n  1953, i t  
P h a d  a  20mm l o w e r  b a r  ( o n e  e x a m p l e ) .  When u s e d  i n . 1 9 5 5  o r  1 9 5 6 ,  i t  

s t i l l  had a  20mm lower  b a r ,  b u t  showed a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  f a c e  
on t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  "2 CENTS'' ( f o u r  examples) .  

( 3 )  My s i n g l e  c o p i e s  o f  P73b ( o n e  d e t a c h e d  m e s s a g e  h a l f  and o n e  r e p l y  
h a l f )  bo th  show 19mm lower  b a r s ;  i f  t r u e  on a l l  known c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  
v e r y  s c a r c e  c a r d ,  probably  r e v a l u e d  i n  one p r i n t i n g  on ly ,  t h i s  would 
be s i g n i f i c a n t .  

( 4 )  P73 and  P73a seem t o  show a  v a r i e t y  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t s  a n d  s l i g h t l y  
v a r y i n g  t y p e f a c e s .  

Here i s  t h e  puzz le .  
Were t h e r e  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  p r i n t i n g s  o f  some of  t h e s e  r e v a l u e d  c a r d s  
a t  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  o f  t i m e ?  I f  s o ,  c a n  t h e  p r i n t i n g s  b e  
t o l d  a p a r t  by e x a m i n a t i o n ,  o r  a r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  I h a v e  n o t e d  m e r e l y  
p o s i t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  w i t h  c o i n c i d e n t a l l y  c l u s t e r e d  usage  d a t e s  a s  an 
a r t i f a c t  o f  t h e  s m a l l  s a m p l e ?  O t h e r  members  may h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
working on t h i s  p u z z l e ,  o r  may have c o p i e s  t h a t  would h e l p  w i t h  i t .  

B i l l  Walton 
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One o f  o u r  members (who wishes  t o  r emain  anonymous) r e p o r t s  t h e  t h e f t  o f  
p h i l a t e l i c  m a t e r i a l  i n c l u d i n g  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t y  o f  p o s t a l  
s t a t i o n e r y .  A l l  c o l l e c t o r s  and  d e a l e r s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  w a t c h  f o r  t h i s  
m a t e r i a l .  

MATERIAL TAKEN INCLUDES : 

- a n  album o f  Canadian V i c t o r i a n  e r a  s t a t i o n e r y  p o s t  c a r d s  
( i n  a  3 - r i n g  b i n d e r  w h i t e  w i t h  b l u e  p r i n t i n g )  

- some s h e e t s  o f  3-on and 10-on p o s t  c a r d s  o f  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  
p e r i o d  

- a n  e x t e n s i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  F i s h e r  d e s i g n  enve lopes  

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  e x t r e m e l y  s c a r c e  ( b u t  n o t  u n i q u e )  
EN573-70. A p h o t o c o p y  o f  t h e  s t o l e n  copy  o f  t h i s  e n v e l o p e  
( reduced t o  70%) i s  shown below. The a d d r e s s  on t h i s  i t e m  shou ld  
prove a n  a b s o l u t e  p o i n t  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  
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Any i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  s h o u l d  b e  
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  N o t e s  ( ~ o b e r t  L e m i r e ,  204- 
753-2905, even ings ,  weekends; 204-753-2311, d a y t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  week). 



STUDY GROUP MEETING AT BNAPEX'89 I N  HAMILTON 

The annual  mee t ing  o f  The P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Study Group i s  scheduled f o r  
Sa tu rday  September 23rd,  1989 a t  2:00 p.m. a t  t h e  Shera ton  Hamilton Hotel ,  
H a m i l t o n ,  O n t a r i o ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  BNAPEX989. We a r e  p l a n n i n g  a  
r o u n d - t a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  on P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  and P o s t a l  Ra tes  - t h e  Usual 
and t h e  Unusual. BNAPEX a lways  p r e s e n t s  a  wonder fu l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  meet 
o t h e r s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  p h i l a t e l i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  t o  s e e  s p e c t a c u l a r  e x h i b i t s  and 
t o  have a  good t ime. Mike S t r e e t  h a s  s e t  up an e x c e l l e n t  programme, and I 
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  a  l a r g e  number  o f  S t u d y  Group  members  a t  t h e  
convent ion.  

pUZZLEB7 - L a t e  P r i n t i n g s  of  t h e  Medal l ion I s s u e  Envelopes 

A f t e r  B r i t i s h  American Bank Note Company (BABNC) assumed t h e  adhes ive  and 
s t a t i o n e r y  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  Arch and Medal l ion I s s u e s ,  Canadian Bank Note 
Company (CBNC) r e a c q u i r e d  i t ,  and t h e  CBNC Fron t  Face i s s u e  pos t  c a r d s  and 
cor responding  a d h e s i v e s  began t o  appear  i n  1935. 

Here i s  t h e  puzz le .  
What happened w i t h  t h e  enve lopes?  

R e g u l a r  i s s u e ,  o f f i c i a l ,  and  p r i v a t e  o r d e r  e n v e l o p e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  
p r i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  Meda l l ion  d e s i g n  u n t i l  t h e  George V I  I s s u e  appeared i n  
1938. No e f f o r t  was e v e r  made t o  s h i f t  t o  t h e  envelope d i e  o f  t h e  CBNC 
Fron t  Face type ;  t h e  o l d  BABNC d e s i g n  s i m p l y  remained i n  use. 

Of course ,  CBNC would n o t  have p r i n t e d  t h e  enve lopes  i n  any c a s e  - t h a t  
was t h e  p rov ince  o f  PPS (and Dominion Envelopes f o r  many o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  
o r d e r  envelopes).  Never the less ,  when BABNC had assumed t h e  c o n t r a c t  and 
b e g a n  t h e  Arch I s s u e ,  a d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  s e e m s  t o  ha.ve b e e n  made t o  
produce envelopes  w i t h  a  s t amp l i k e  t h a t  on t h e  c a r d s  and a d h e s i v e s ,  and 
PPS and Dominion were  s u p p l i e d  p l a t e s  w i t h  modi f i ed  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  Arch 
design.  The s h i f t  t o  t h e  Meda l l ion  d e s i g n  saw a  cor responding  s h i f t  for.  
e n v e l o p e  p r o d u c t  i o n .  Why w a s n ' t  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  t h e  C B N C  F r o n t  
Face? 

The a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  m u s t  b e  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  somewhere .  P e r h a p s  a  
parsimoneous P o s t  O f f i c e  Department would n o t  a c c e p t  some b i d  from CBNC 
f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  new d i e s  and  p l a t e s  f o r  e n v e l o p e  p r o d u c t i o n ;  
s i n c e  CBNC c o u l d n ' t  make a  r e g u l a r  p r o f i t  o n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  
e n v e l o p e s ,  t h e y  may h a v e  s u b m i t t e d  a  h i g h  b i d  f o r  d i e  and  p l a t e  
m a n u f a c t u r e .  But  t h i s  r a i s e s  a  r e l a t e d  q u e s t i o n :  who p r o d u c e d  new 
M e d a l l i o n  e n v e l o p e  p r i n t i n g  p l a t e s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  n e e d e d ?  Did BABNC 
c o n t i n u e  t o  supp ly  them, o r  was CBNC c a l l e d  upon? Is i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
PPS and/or  Dominion Envelope (who p r i n t e d  from f l a t  p l a t e s  and r o t a r y  
p l a t e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  had developed t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  by t h i s  t ime  t o  make 
t h e i r  own s e c u r i t y  p r i n t i n g  p l a t e s ?  I f  C B N C  p r o d u c e d  any M e d a l l i o n  
envelope p l a t e s ,  can  t h e  s t amp i m p r e s s i o n s  be  i d e n t i f i e d ?  S u r e l y  t h e y  
would have made a t  l e a s t  minor a l t e r a t i o n s ,  and c o p i e s  used i n  1936 o r  
1937 should beg in  t o  show them i f  t h e y  e x i s t .  

B i l l  Walton 



THREE NEW MONEY ORDER PICTORIAL CARDS 

Mark Arons h a s  forwarded pho tocop ies  (shown below) o f  t h r e e  u n l i s t e d  money 
o r d e r  p i c t o r i a l  c a r d s ,  one from Canadian Northern Express  Company and two 
from Canadian Express Company. The French language Canadian Express  ca rd  
h a s  a n  o r n a m e n t  t y p e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  t h r e e  t y p e s  shown i n  Webb's. 
S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  money o r d e r  f o r m  on t h i s  c a r d  i s  i n  
Engl i sh .  

ISSUED A T  ALL OFFICES 
PAYABLE EVERYWHERE 

RATES 
$5.00 or under, 3 cts. 

Over 5.00 to 10.00, 6 ctr. 
10.00 to 30.00, 10 cts. 

" 30.00 to 50.00, 15 cb. 

Amo~znta over $50.00 at 
m e  =tea 

on P33d ( d i e  11) - f a c s i m i l e  and p r i n t i n g  i n  b lack  

Jnsqu'A *? ............ 3 cente. 
Plus de $ 3 P $ 5 ......... 4 cents. ......... " 5 A 10 O cents. ......... 111 B 20 I0 cents 

" 20 P 30 ......... If! cell ts. 
" 30 h 40 ......... 15 cell ts. 
" 10P.60  ......... lScents. 
" 60 B 60 ......... !!O cents. ......... " 61) B 75 25 cents. ......... I. 75 B 100 30 cents. 

I 
on P18  - t e x t  i n  French,  f a c s i m i l e  and p r i n t i n g  i n  brown 
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CANADIAN Expuess Co'r. 

are! sold 
at the following rates : 

$ 5.M) or ritltler 3 Ctn. 
0 v t . r  6.00 ts $10.00 O " 

1!).00 1 0  30 O 10 " 

30.00 l o  W.(K) 15 " 
Lamer amounts In rrooortlon 

NEUI3EIt K A I t L :  
PAYABLE 

/ IaUNN I C H I  5 A S K  

on P27a - f a c s i m i l e  and p r i n t i n g  i n  r e d  and g r e e n  

SPECIAL ORDER ENVELOPE ERPs - CORRECTIONS ANS A CLARIFICATION 

I n  PSN Vol. 7 (pg .  4 5 )  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  l i s t  o f  ERPs was  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  t h e  
b a s i c  d i e  t y p e s  o f  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  ( p r i v a t e  o r d e r  and o f f i c i a l )  envelopes .  
S i n c e  t h e n ,  J o h n  A i t k e n ,  Mike  S a g a r  a n d  D i c k  S t a e c k e r  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  new 
ERPs. However ,  b e c a u s e  E a r l e  C o v e r t  h a s  p r o m i s e d  p h o t o c o p i e s  f r o m  h i s  
v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  a  f u l l  l i s t  o f  r e v i s e d  ERPs 
w i l l  n o t  b e  r e p o r t e d  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  PSN. On r e v i e w i n g  t h e  l i s t ,  
B i l l  Wal ton and I have n o t e d  s e v e r a l  e r r o r s  t h a t  need t o  b e  c o r r e c t e d ,  and 
t h e s e  a r e  r e p o r t e d  below. 

( 1 )  ~ ~ 5 1 1  -----------  
No d a t e  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d . .  The d a t e  r e p o r t e d  i n  PSN Vol. 7, pg. 
46, was a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  e r r o r  o f  a  d a t e  on a n o t h e r  envelope .  

( 2 )  EN582 Mar. 3 ,  1982 
DEN583 Nov. 23 ,  1982 

The d a t e s  f o r  EN582 and DEN583 s h o u l d  have  been s e p a r a t e d  a s  t h e  
s t a m p  i m p r e s s i o n  d e s i g n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  

( 3 )  EN571 Apr. 19 ,  1977 
The d a t e  g i v e n  p r e v i o u s l y  was c l e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  ( t h e  1 2 ~  r a t e  was 
n o t  i n t r o d u c e d  u n t i l  1977), and r e s u l t e d  f rom a  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  
b l u n d e r  o n  my p a r t .  My q u e s t i o n  i s  why n o  o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  B i l l  
Wal ton saw f i t  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  d a t e ?  

C l a r i f i c a t i o n  

J o h n  A i t k e n  h a s  r e p o r t e d  a n  ERP o f  May 3 0 ,  1 9 7 3  f o r  t h e  Dow C h e m i c a l  
Company (DCC) 8 ~  c e n t e n n i a l  p r i v a t e  o r d e r  m u l t i p l e  f o r m ,  EN563-60. He 
c o r r e c t l y  n o t e s  t h a t  t h i s  b e a r s  a  s t amp i m p r e s s i o n  o f  a  s i z e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  



,--. 
t o  envelope t y p e  EN564 r a t h e r  t h a n  EN563. A t  t h i s  t i m e  we w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  
k e e p  s e p a r a t e  ERPs f o r  t h e  m u l t i p l e  f o r m s  ( t h e s e  may be  r e n u m b e r e d  i n  a  
f u t u r e  e d i t i o n  o f  Webb's). Thus, ERPs a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t r u e  enve lopes  o f  
t y p e s  EN563 and EN564, a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  l e t t e r  s h e e t s  and t h e  m u l t i p l e  
fo rms  t h a t  w i l l  be l i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a t  a  l a t e r  da te .  

Rober t  Lemire 

MAINSTREAM BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY 

4. "Postage  Stamps o f  Canada by Fred J a r r e t t ,  1923; - 
B.N.A. Book "Stamps of  B r i t i s h  North America" by Fred J a r r e t t ,  1926; 
B.N.A. Book "Stamps o f  B r i t i s h  North America" ( t i t l e  page)  
"Standard B r i t i s h  North America Cata logue"  ( c o v e r )  
by Fred J a r r e t t ,  1929. 

J a r r e t t ' s  i n i t i a l  e d i t i o n  i n  1 9 2 3  was  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  e f f o r t  a t  a  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  book o n  B.N.A. s i n c e  Howes' i n  1911.  J a r r e t t ,  h o w e v e r ,  
i n c l u d e d  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p i o n e e r  s e c t i o n  o n  p o s t a l  m a r k i n g s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Of m o s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  
e n t h u s i a s t ,  h e  e n l i s t e d  T.L. D e r w e n t  K i n t o n  - a  s t a t i o n e r y  c o l l e c t o r  o f  
t h e  day - t o  p r e p a r e  t e x t  and l i s t i n g s  o f  Canadian p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  He 
w e n t  s o  f a r ,  i n  f a c t ,  a s  t o  f l a g  t h e  s e c t i o n  o u t  o n  t h e  c o v e r  a n d  t h e  
t i t l e  page .  

The 1926 book - which now i n c l u d e d  revenues  and much more i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  -. 

most s e c t i o n s  - a t t e m p t e d  t o  upda te  t h e  s t a t i o n e r y  t e x t  w i t h  supp lementa ry  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  u p d a t e  t h e  s t a t i o n e r y  c a t a l o g u e  l i s t i n g s .  I n  t h i s  
e d i t i o n ,  s t a t i o n e r y  i t e m s  were  now a s s i g n e d  c a t a l o g u e  numbers. 

J a r r e t t 9 s  ma jor  work - t h e  1929 book, u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " J a r r e t t "  and 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  1975 by Quar terman P u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  "Stamps of  B r i t i s h  North 
America" - was u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  h i s  B.N.A. m a s t e r p i e c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  
s t a t i o n e r y  s e c t i o n  w a s  n o t  s u b s  t a n t i a l l y  i m p r o v e d .  The l i s t i n g s  w e r e  
a g a i n  u p d a t e d ,  b u t  a l m o s t  n o  t e x t  n o t a t i o n s  w e r e  c h a n g e d  o r  added .  I n  
f a c t ,  o n e  o r  t w o  m i n o r  t e x t  c h a n g e s  a c t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  o r  c o n f u s e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  t h i s  book 
w h i c h  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  " J a r r e t t " ,  a n d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  t w o  e d i t i o n s  
a r e  a c t u a l l y  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e .  

(A s e l f - s t y l e d  1934 "Fourth E d i t i o n "  i s  m e r e l y  a  s l i m  p o c k e t - s i z e  b o o k l e t  
p i c t u r i n g ,  l i s t i n g  and p r i c i n g  a d h e s i v e  p o s t a l  i s s u e s  only.) 

The v a l u e  of  J a r r e t t  a s  a  s t a t i o n e r y  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  today ' s  c o l l e c t o r s  i s  
v e r y  l i m i t e d .  Some o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  i t e m s  found w i t h  p r o o f s  
and e s s a y s )  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  much of  i t  - e s p e c i a l l y  i s s u e  d a t e s  - i s  
w r o n g ,  a n d  o f t e n  w r o n g  t o  a  s e r i o u s  e x t e n t .  And, w h i l e  e a c h  e d i t i o n  o f  
J a r r e t t  was o v e r a l l  a  ma jor  s t e p  fo rward ,  t h e  s t a t i o n e r y  s e c t i o n s  d i d  n o t  
i m p r o v e  a t  t h e  s a m e  pace .  I n  i t s  d a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  had a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
impac t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n  two senses .  

I n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  s e n s e  i t  had  a n  i m p a c t  b e c a u s e  i t  was  t h e r e ,  a n d  was  - 
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  t h e  b e s t  u p - t o - d a t e  s t a t i o n e r y  r e f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  t i m e  f o r  
B.N.A. I t s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a n  o v e r a l l  B.N.A. book i n  a  d a y  when t h e r e  w e r e  
few B.N.A. c o l l e c t o r s  o f  s t a t i o n e r y  a l o n e ,  he lped  enormously t o  keep t h e  



l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  and no doubt  drew more B.N.A. c o l l e c t o r s  t o  t h i s  
" s i d e  l i n e " .  

I n  a  s u b t l e r  s e n s e ,  i t  had  a  c r i t i c a l  e f f e c t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  o n l y  a s  good 
a s  i t  was.  I t  w a s  a  good e n o u g h  l i s t i n g  t o  b e  u s e f u l  - b u t  n o t  good  
enough  t o  b e  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  a  c o l l e c t o r  e x p a n d e d  h i s  h o l d i n g s  and  
h i s  s t u d i e s .  P e r h a p s  J a r r e t t ' s  g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  s t a t i o n e r y  
c o l l e c t i n g  was h i s  s p a r k i n g  o f  t h e  s ing le -minded  s t a t i o n e r y  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  
t h i r t i e s  and f o r t i e s ,  which became t h e  r e a l  ma ins t ream o f  movement i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  

B i l l  Walton 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY PICTORIAL POST CARDS - MORE VARIETIES OF CPR3a 

John Ai tken r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  c a r d  d e s i g n a t e d  "CPR3a - 4 t h  s t a t e "  (PSN 
Vol. 8, pg. 4 )  can  be f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  sub- types ,  a s  shown on 
below and on t h e  n e x t  page. 

Chrlerr Frontenre. 
Quebec. 
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I T b e  ,most Charmlag Hotel 
Im the World. . - 

I 
"1" o f  ' 'Hote l ' '  o v e r  v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e  o f  "h" o f  "the", 

"The" and "most" s e p a r a t e d  by 2mm. 

1 i ,  
The morl Charming Hotel 

lo the World. 

' '1'' o f  "Hote l l '  o v e r  v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e  o f  "h" o f  "the", 
"The" and "most" s e p a r a t e d  by l m m .  



. . 'The most chamlag notel . - 
la !be World. 

, .  . * 

Type 3. "1" o f  " H o t e l "  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e  o f  "h" o f  
the''. 

PRECANCELLED POST CARDS - THE EARLY ORDERS 

I n  t h e  Canadian P r e c a n c e l l e d  P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Handbook by George Manley, 
B i l l  W a l t o n  g i v e s  some b a c k g r o u n d  o n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  " S t a n d a r d  
~ r e c a n c e l s " . '  Recen t ly ,  on p e r s u s i n g  r e c o r d s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Archives  o f  
Canada i n  O t t a w a ,  I h a d  o c c a s i o n  t o  make a  b r i e f  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  f i l e  T 

13-19-12 o f  Volume 62. T h i s  f i l e  i s  devoted t o  p r e c a n c e l l e d  p o s t  c a r d s ,  
and i n  i t  I found some u s e f u l  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e a r l y  i s sues .  

The i n i t i a l  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  p r e c a n c e l l e d  c a r d s  shou ld  be  made a v a i l a b l e  i n  
s t o c k  s e e m s ,  t o  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  t h e  p o s t m a s t e r  o f  V a n c o u v e r .  
Correspondence between t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  Department F i n a n c i a l  S u p e r v i s o r  and 
t h e  p o s t m a s t e r  l e d  t o  a n  i n i t i a l  o r d e r  i n  November 1926  o f  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  1 ~  
"ordinary"  c a r d s  and 100,000 1c a d v e r t i s i n g  c a r d s  8-on. The p r i n t i n g  o f  
t h e s e  c a r d s  c o s t  3 5 ~  p e r  t h o u s a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e g u l a r  p r i n t i n g  
e c h a r g e ,  and  t h i s  c o s t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r  
(a l though  i t  a p p e a r s  some were  s o l d  a t  t h e  normal  p r i c e  i n  mid-1927, when 
t h e  V a n c o u v e r  p o s t m a s t e r  r a n  s h o r t  o f  8 - o n  1~ c a r d s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  
p r e c a n c e l l e d ) .  

The e x p e r i m e n t  was  o b v i o u s l y  a  s u c c e s s .  I n  a  l e t t e r  o f  Aug. 31,  1927  t o  
H.E. Atwate r ,  a c t i n g  F i n a n c i a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  E.L. T a y l o r  o f  t h e  Pos tage  
Stamp D i v i s i o n  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  though t  i t  would b e g o o d  b u s i n e s s  t o  have 1~ 
c a r d s  p r e c a n c e l l e d  ( a t  a  c o s t  o f  2 0 ~  p e r  thousand,  l e s s  5% d i s c o u n t  on a n  
o r d e r  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  one m i l l i o n ) ,  s t a t i n g :  "Vancouver h a s  a l r e a d y  had a  
s u p p l y  o f  t h e s e  c a r d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  T o r o n t o ,  a n d - I  t h i n k  W i n n i p e g  h a s  
r e q u e s t e d  them.". T h i s  was fo l lowed  by a  q u o t a t i o n  o f  a  l e t t e r  from t h e  
Toronto  p o s t m a s t e r  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  use  o f  t h e s e  c a r d s  f o r  n o t i c e s  
o f  munic ipa l  e l e c t i o n s .  

The approva l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  o r d e r  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  p r e c a n c e l  c a r d s  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  made by H.E. A t w a t e r  o n  O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 2 7 ,  when a n  T 

o r d e r  f o r  one m i l l i o n  c a r d s  was p laced .  
Rober t  Lemire 


