
B 
N P 

S " p POSTAL STATIONERY NOTES 
S 

Volume 7 ,  No. 4 August 1988 

BNAPEX'88 STUDY GROUP MEETING 

The annua l  mee t ing  of  t h e  BNAPS P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Study Group i s  schedu led  
f o r  T h u r s d a y  S e p t e m b e r  8 t h ,  f r o m  1:30 - 3:00 p.m a s  p a r t  o f  BNAPEX'88 
( V i r g i n i a  Beach Resor t  and Conference  Center) .  I hope many of  o u r  members 
w i l l  be a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .  Among t h e  t o p i c s  t o  be  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  
a r e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  our  ERP p r o j e c t ,  and a  new handbook 
p r o j e c t  on t h e  r a i l w a y  v iew ca rds .  

PUZZLES I N  CANADIAN STATIONERY 

Over  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  many i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  i n  C a n a d i a n  
s t a t i o n e r y  h a v e  b e e n  r e s o l v e d .  Mos t  o f  t h e  " s o l u t i o n s "  s e e m  t o  b e  
s t a n d i n g  t h e  t e s t  of  time f a i r l y  w e l l ,  b u t  many, many problems,  pa radoxes  
a n d  p u z z l e s  r e m a i n  u n a d d r e s s e d .  Mos t  o f  you ,  i f  you a r e  l i k e  me, d e a l  
w i t h  t h e s e  most  of t h e  t i m e  by i g n o r i n g  them. I have found f o r  t h e  most  
p a r t  t h a t  t h i s  approach works f a i r l y  w e l l .  (There  i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  works 
even b e t t e r  - and t h a t  i s  n o t  even r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  a,  p u z z l e  e x i s t s  - and 
t h e r e  a r e  p robab ly  q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  t h e s e  l i t t l e  landmines  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  
us  t o  s tumble  over  them.) 

E v e r y  o n c e  i n  a  w h i l e ,  u s u a l l y  when I am t i r e d ,  some  o f  t h e s e  p u z z l e s  
s u r f a c e  i n  my mind and annoy me. I n  t h i n k i n g  abou t  i t ,  I have dec ided  t o  
s h a r e  t h e s e  problems. My t h e o r y  is  t h a t  e i t h e r  one o f  two good t h i n g s . m a y  
happen. C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  we may come t o  some h y p o t h e s e s  t h a t  work, through 
t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  i d e a s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  we may n o t  s o l v e  
a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  b u t  t h e  problems may s t a r t  b o t h e r i n g  someone e l s e  i n s t e a d  
o f  me. R o b e r t  L e m i r e  w i l l  w e l c o m e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  a n y  s o r t  - e v e n  
s k e t c h  n o t e s  of  f r agmenta ry  i d e a s  - on any o f  t h e s e  p u z z l e s .  

PUZZLE #l - Webb P15-P1 ( 5 t h  edn. pg. 120 - t h e  former  P15a) 
T h i s  c a r d  h a s  been s e p a r a t e d  from P15 f o r  a  number of y e a r s  i n  more t h a n  
one c a t a l o g u e .  What makes i t  d i s t i n c t  i s  t h e  shade  of  p r i n t i n g  ink. The 
c a r d  s t o c k  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  i s s u e d  c a r d  s t o c k ,  a n d  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  p r i n t e d  f r o m  a n  i d e n t i c a l  o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e .  The i n k ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  d i s t i n c t i v e .  A l l  c o p i e s  I have s e e n  have been e s s e n t i a l l y  
i d e n t i c a l  i n  shade ,  and cou ld  n o t  be  confused  w i t h  P15 ( a l t h o u g h  P15 does  
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v a r y  i n  shade  somewhat, p robab ly  due a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  t o  age  and chemica l  
c h a n g e ) .  I n  a l l ,  I h a v e  p r o b a b l y  h a n d l e d  a n d  i n s p e c t e d  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  
o f  t h e s e  c a r d s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  i n  c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d  i n  
d e a l e r  s t o c k s .  

Here i s  t h e  puzzle .  
There a r e  two t h i n g s  make t h i s  c a r d  h a r d  t o  e x p l a i n .  F i r s t ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  
i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  v e r y  s c a r c e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  r a r i t y  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  o r  t w o  
c o p i e s  known. S e c o n d ,  t o  my k n o w l e d g e ,  i t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  s e e n  u s e d  by 
a n y o n e  I know t o  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s c a r l e t  c o l o u r  o f  t h i s  c a r d  o n  
s i g h t .  

So w h a t  i s  t h i s  c a r d ?  T h e r e  s e e m  t o  b e  t o o  many c o p i e s  f o r  a  p r o o f  o r  
c o l o u r  t r i a l .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  appear  t o  be t o o  few c o p i e s  f o r  
a n  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i n t i n g  t h a t  w e n t  i n t o  P o s t  O f f i c e  s t o c k  - a n d  i n  a n y  
c a s e ,  r a r e  s h a d e s  o f  a d h e s i v e  o r  s t a t i o n e r y  i s s u e s  t h a t  g o  i n t o  P o s t  
O f f i c e  s t o c k  a r e  u s u a l l y  f a r  l i k e l i e r  t o  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  u s e d  
c o n d i t i o n .  

PUZZLE 112 - Webb EN5b and EN6e ( t h e  "Old B e r k s h i r e "  watermark)  
These enve lopes  a r e  somewhat o f  a n  anomaly. The c h a i n  ( o r  ba tonne)  l i n e s  
o n  t h e  F i r s t  D o m i n i o n  I s s u e  w e r e  a b o u t  18mm a p a r t .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  1887  
w i t h  t h e  Second Dominion I s s u e ,  t h e  paper  s u p p l i e d  showed t h e s e  l i n e s  from 
24-27mm a p a r t .  T h i s  i s  a  f a i r l y  s h a r p  a n d  d i s t i n c t  b r e a k  i n  t h e  -. 

e n v e l o p e s ,  a n d  a s  1 8 8 8  p r o g r e s s e d ,  f e w e r  a n d  f e w e r  o f  t h e  o l d e r  18mm 
enve lopes  a r e  found used.  

Here is  t h e  puzzle .  
F i r s t ,  t h e  Old B e r k s h i r e  wa te rmark  e n v e l o p e s  c l e a r l y  show a  watermark 
d a t e  o f  1881.  S e c o n d ,  t h e  o n l y  u s e d  e x a m p l e s  a r e  f r o m  1 8 8 4  a n d  1 8 8 5 ;  
t h i s  i s  i n  i t s e l f  a  p u z z l e ,  s i n c e  i t  s e e m s  r a t h e r  a  l o n g  t i m e  f o r  t h e  
enve lopes  t o  come i n t o  u s e  i f  indeed they  were  p r i n t e d  i n  1881. T h i r d ,  
t h e  c h a i n  l i n e s  o n  t h e s e  e n v e l o p e s  a r e  o f  t h e  24-27mm v a r i e t y ,  
d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  18mm. 

The q u e s t i o n  i s ,  what e x p l a i n s  t h i s ?  I t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  paper  
s u p p l i e r  would have changed t h e  n e c e s s a r y  ha rdware  t o  c r e a t e  one r u n  o f  
paper ,  and t h e n  s w i t c h e d  back t o  t h e  18mm hardware .  The presence.  o f  t h e  
w a t e r m a r k  d o e s  n o t  o f  i t s e l f  s u g g e s t  a  d i f f e r e n t  p a p e r  s u p p l i e r ,  b u t  
c e r t a i n l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Where  was  t h e  b u l k  o f  p a p e r  f o r  
t h e  F i r s t  and Second Dominion I s s u e s  coming f rom? Do t h e  two i s s u e s  i n  
f a c t  r e f l e c t  p a p e r s  from two  d i f f e r e n t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  - t h a t  i s ,  was t h e  
s u p p l i e r  changed? Whether one s u p p l i e r  o r  two were  i n v o l v e d ,  was t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r ( s 1  d o m e s t i c  o r  f o r e i g n ?  The CP Co. w a t e r m a r k  (EN6f) 
s u g g e s t s  Canada Paper  Company, b u t  a l s o  may mean someth ing  a l t o g e t h e r  
d i f f e r e n t .  During a  s h o r t a g e  from t h e  r e g u l a r  s u p p l i e r  (pe rhaps  e a r l y  
i n  1 8 8 4 )  w a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  s u p p l y  o f  p a p e r  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a  s e c o n d  
s u p p l i e r  (who s e n t  some s t o c k  d a t e d  18811, and who s u b s e q u e n t l y  became 
t h e  s i n g l e  s o u r c e  o f  supp ly  i n  1887? T h i s  c o u l d  be, b u t  i t  i s  p u r e l y  a  
guess .  ---, 

What m a n u f a c t u r e r  p r o d u c e d  p a p e r  w a t e r m a r k e d  "Old B e r k s h i r e  Mil ls"  
w a t e r m a r k s  o f  a n y  s o r t ,  d a t e d  o r  u n d a t e d ?  I f  we c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  can  we i d e n t i f y  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n ?  A t  p r e s e n t ,  v e r y  



l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e s e  e n v e l o p e s  makes  s e n s e .  I n c i d e n t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  
f u r t h e r  p e r i p h e r a l  puzz le  - w i l l  t h i s  watermark e v e r  t u r n  up on EN6b, 
t h e  l a r g e r  s i z e  3 ~  envelope? 

B i l l  Walton 

P1 AND P2 - CORRECTIONS 

1.n t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  my a r t i c l e  on Webb P l / P 2 ,  t w o  e r r o r s  w e r e  
made : 

( 1 )  I n  Tab le  1, t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p r i n t  on P2 should have been 
"... l a r g e r  t y p e "  r a t h e r  t h a n  "... r o u n d  per iod" .  

( 2 )  I r e f e r r e d  t o  a " 6 ~ - o v e r  -5c r e - r e n t r y "  i n  t h e  s m a l l  Queens; t h i s  
is,  of  course ,  t h e  famed " 5 ~ - o v e r - 6 ~  re-entry".  

S teven  Whitcombe 

ERP UPDATE 

A f e w  new ERPs t h i s  i s s u e  ( f r o m  C o l i n  C a m p b e l l ,  R o b e r t  L e m i r e  and  B i l l  
Walton).  

P34e J u l y  18,  1929 
KP30e Jan.  9 ,  1929 ( 1 , 2 )  
KP52i Feb. 9,  1935 ( 1 , ~ )  
KP9le Jan .  28,  1963 (1) 
KP94m J a n .  5,  1967 ( 1 , 2 )  

A24 Aug 18,  1958 
KP33 Dec. 21, 1916 ( 1 )  
KP90a Jan .  25,  1967 ( 1 )  
KP94a J u l y  23, 1964 ( 1 , 2 )  
KP104j June  30, 1971 (1,2) 

( 1 )  "KP" number  i n  Webb's 5 t h  edn. ,  "P" number  i n  t h e  4 t h  e d n .  and  i n  
p r e v i o u s  ERP l i s t s  

( 2 )  f i r s t  d a t e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  c a r d  
B i l l  Walton 

THE CANADIAN LETTER CARDS - SOME PUZZLES 

One o f  t h e  more  n e g l e c t e d  f i e l d s  o f  C a n a d i a n  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  i s  t h e  
l e t t e r  c a r d s .  P a r t i a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c a r d s  w e r e  p r i n t e d  o n l y  
f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  years .  Also, t h e  B r i t i s h  American Bank 
Note c a r d s  (Webb L1 - L3) a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n a t t r a c t i v e  (Howes d e s c r i b e d  
them a s  "wretched", "hideous" and "poorly engraved"). However, more than 
e i g h t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  l e t t e r  c a r d  was produced f o r  t h e  Canadian Pos t  
O f f i c e  t h e r e  remain  some i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  

On May 1, 1 8 9 7  t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  p r i n t i n g  s t a m p s ,  and  p r e s t a m p e d  p o s t  
c a r d s ,  p o s t  bands and l e t t e r  c a r d s  passed  f rom t h e  B r i t i s h  American Bank 
Note Company (BABNC) t o  t h e  American Bank Note Company (ABNC). There was 
an u r g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  new p r i n t e r  t o  p r e p a r e  i t e m s  t o  commemmorate 
t h e  diamond j u b i l e e  of  Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  r e i g n  b e f o r e  mid-June. There fore ,  
i t  was l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  ABNC cou ld  produce new r e g u l a r  i s s u e  
s tamps  and s t a t i o n e r y .  



B i l l  Pawluk h a s  s u p p l i e d  me w i t h  a  photocopy o f  a n  "order  book" i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  i t e m s  o r d e r e d  from and d e l i v e r e d  by 
ABNC from 1897 t o  1902, and t h e  d a t e s  t h e  o r d e r s  were  p l a c e d  and rece ived .  
I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  o r d e r  f o r  l e t t e r  c a r d s  w a s  o n  
S e p t e m b e r  22 ,  1 8 9 7  f o r  5 0 , 0 0 0  e a c h  o f  t h e  1~ a n d  2 ~  and  6 0 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e  3 ~ .  
The f i r s t  d e l i v e r y  of  t h e  1 ~  and 3 ~  c a r d s  was made on October  23, 1897 and 
o f  t h e  2 ~  on October  27 th  1897. The e a r l i e s t  "Maple Leaf" l e t t e r  c a r d  ERP 
i s  May 5, 1898, more t h a n  s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  ABNC s t o c k  was t u r n e d  
o v e r  t o  t h e  P o s t  Of f i ce .  T h i s  seems l i k e  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d e l a y  g i v e n  t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  b u s i n e s s  u s e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  c a r d s ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some  w e r e  
p r e p a r e d  a n d  s h i p p e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  b a n k s .  Based  on  
contemporary  r e p o r t s ,  Howes s u g g e s t e d  December 1897 f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  
2 ~  c a r d s  and J a n u a r y  1898 f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  two va lues .  

T h e r e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
p r o c e s s e s  u s e d  by BABNC a n d  ABNC. E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  BABNC c a r d s  s h o w s  
t h a t  t h e y  were  p e r f o r a t e d  a f t e r  f o l d i n g  ( a t  l e a s t  f o r  p e r f o r a t i o n  t y p e  A). 
I n  c a s e s  where c a r d s  were  m i s p e r f o r a t e d ,  t h e  m i s p e r f o r a t i o n  i s  i d e n t i c a l  
o n  t h e  f r o n t  a n d  b a c k  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o l d e d  c a r d s .  However ,  t h e  ABNC 
c a r d s  were  p e r f o r a t e d  f l a t  and t h e n  folded.  I have unfo lded  examples  o f  
Webb L8 and L10. Does anyone have an u n f o l d e d  copy o f  c a r d s  L1 - L3? 

The b a n k s  u s e d  r e a s o n a b l y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  l e t t e r  c a r d s  t o  n o t i f y  
c u s t o m e r s  of t r a n s a c t i o n s  and of  due d a t e s  f o r -  p r o m i s a r y  n o t e s .  Because 
t h e  BABNC c a r d s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  when f o l d e d  a n d  7 

p e r f o r a t e d ,  a n y  p r i n t e d  m e s s a g e  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  c a r d s  was  
added most  e a s i l y  by BABNC d u r i n g  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p rocess .  Of c o u r s e ,  
BABNC c h a r g e d  t h e  b a n k s  ( a n d  o t h e r  u s e r s  o f  l e t t e r  c a r d s  w i t h  p r i n t e d  
messages)  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p r i n t i n g .  

I n  t h e  "order  book" a r e  a. number of  o r d e r s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f o r  a  w h i l e  
t h e  same p rocedure  was f o l l o w e d  by ABNC. However, t h e r e  i s  one p r i n t i n g  
n o t e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  book a s  h a v i n g  been f i l l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  main  ABNC 
l e t t e r  c a r d  o r d e r s  were  f i l l e d .  

The o r d e r  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s :  

September 8 t h  1897 Bank o f  M o n t r e a l ,  S t .  J o h n  N.B., 
t y p e  5000 2 ~  l e t t e r  c a r d s  form 1  on f a c e ,  r e t u r n  c l a u s e  on back,  
t y p e  5000 2 ~  l e t t e r  c a r d s  form 2  on f a c e ,  r e t u r n  c l a u s e  on back 

band i n  l o t s  of 5 0  
o r d e r e d  S e p t .  8, 1897 

10,000 2 ~  l e t t e r  c a r d s  r e c e i v e d  from Dept. Sep t .  17 th /97  
completed Oct. 5 ,  1897 c o s t  $l.OO/M 
p a i d  - check Bk o f  Mont rea l  11-10197 

T h i s  p r i n t i n g ,  done on " l e t t e r  c a r d s  f rom Dept.", was t h e r e f o r e  p robab ly  
done on o l d  P o s t  O f f i c e  BABNC s tock!  Were t h e s e  c a r d s  p r i n t e d  on s t o c k  
t h a t  was a l r e a d y  p e r f o r a t e d  ' and f o l d e d ?  Were t h e y  p r i n t e d  on s t o c k  w i t h  
p e r f o r a t i o n  A o r  t h e  l a t e r  p e r f o r a t i o n  B ?  Used c o p i e s  o f  t h e  2 ~  BABNC 
l e t t e r  c a r d  w i t h  p e r f o r a t i o n  B h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  r e p o r t e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  -\ 

t h a t  1 ~  a n d  3 ~  BABNC c a r d s  o f  p e r f o r a t i o n  B w e r e  a l s o  n o r m a l l y  f o l d e d  
b e f o r e  p e r f o r a t i o n  ( a l t h o u g h ,  a s  I h a v e  s e e n  o n l y  a  f e w  c o p i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  
n o  way t o  r u l e  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some  o f  t h e  s t o c k  was  n o t  
p r e f o l d e d ) .  I would be v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e e i n g  c o p i e s  o r  pho tocop ies  o f  



P 
L3 o r  L3a,  u s e d  by t h e  Bank o f  M o n t r e a l  i n  S t .  J o h n  N B  ( w i t h  p r i n t e d  f o r m  
1 o r  2), d a t e d  a f t e r  September 1898. 

W h i l e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p e r f o r a t i o n s  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c a r d s  
w i t h  p e r f o r a t i o n  B a r e  s c a r c e ,  u s e d  o r  unused .  Our ERPs f o r  L2a a n d  L l b  
a r e  Dec. 24 ,  1897 a n d  Nov. 1 5 ,  1897 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y  ( i . e . ,  d a t e d  a f t e r  A B N C  
s t o c k  shou ld  have been a v a i l a b l e ) .  Why would BABNC purchase  a  new machine 
f o r  p e r f o r a t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  c a r d s  a t  a  t i m e  when i t  p r o b a b l y  knew i t s  
c o n t r a c t  would n o t  be renewed? 

The commonest BABNC p e r f o r a t i o n  B c a r d  i s  t h e  3 ~  (Llb),  b u t  t h i s  c a r d  h a s  
n o t  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  a s  r e v a l u e d  i n  u s e d  c o n d i t i o n  (L9e) .  Y e t  r e v a l u e d  
c o p i e s  o f  L1 ( i . e . ,  L9, L9a)  a r e  common. T h i s  i s  n o t  w h a t  w o u l d  be  
e x p e c t e d  i f  t h e  p e r f o r a t i o n  B c a r d s  w e r e  s i m p l y  a  l a t e  BABNC p r i n t i n g .  
What was go ing  on? Were t h e  p e r f o r a t i o n  B c a r d s  some s o r t  o f  emergency 
p r i n t i n g  u s e d  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  g a p  u n t i l  t h e  ABNC c a r d s  ( o r  d i e s )  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e ?  

I h a v e  b e e n  p u z z l i n g  o v e r  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a n d  s e e m  no  
c l o s e r  t o  r e s o l v i n g  them t h a n  when I s t a r t e d .  Can anyone s u p p l y  r e l e v a n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n ?  P a r t  of t h e  problem may s i m p l y  be t h a t  c o l l e c t o r s  have n o t  
c a r e f u l l y  examined t h e i r  l e t t e r  c a r d s  f o r  ERPs and f o r  t h e  two p e r f o r a t i o n  
t y p e s .  Thus ,  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  u s e  o f  t h e  p e r f o r a t i o n  B c a r d s  may h a v e  b e e n  
e a r l i e r  t h a n  i t  seems. P l e a s e  check your  ca rds .  . 

Rober t  Lemire 

DOMINION ENVELOPE SPECIMEN MARKINGS 

So f a r  more t h a n  f i f t y  d i f f e r e n t  p r e c a n c e l l e d  enve lopes  have been recorded  
w i t h  " S p e c i m e n  o n l y "  h a n d s t a m p s  o n  t h e m ,  m a i n l y  o n  K i n g  G e o r g e  V i s s u e s  
( i n  v a r i o u s  s h a d e s  o f  b l u e )  a n d  a  f e w  o n  K i n g  G e o r g e  V I  e n v e l o p e s  ( i n  
v i o l e t ) .  S i m i l a r  h a n d s t a m p s  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f o u n d  on  o t h e r  D o m i n i o n  
E n v e l o p e  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  e n v e l o p e s  ( n o t  p r e c a n c e l l e d )  o f  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d .  
The specimen mark ings  b e a r  a  number o f  d i f f e r e n t  s e t s  of  i n i t i a l s  a s  shown 
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  J.R.N i s  t h e  m o s t  u s u a l .  I w o u l d  b e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e p o r t s  of  o t h e r  specimen markings  and i n i t i a l s .  . 

George Manley 

K.G. V ,  Toothed Oval i n  Blue 

"G.W. I '  



blank  "N.  " 

K.G. V I ,  Double Oval i n  V i o l e t  

"N. ! I  " A . B .  l 1  

CORRECTION - EN141 LISTED PREVIOUSLY 

Your e d i t o r  h a s  shown h i s  f a l l i b i l i t y  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
n o t e  o n  t h e  new Webb l i s t i n g  EN141 (PSN Vol  7 ,  pg. 19).  B i l l  W a l t o n  
r e p o r t e d  t h e  enve lope  d u r i n g  a  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  and I d i d  a  s h o r t  
w r i t e - u p  o n  my own i n i t i a t i v e .  T h i s  i s  i n d e e d  a  new l i s t i n g  f o r  t h e  
Webb's Calalogue.  However, t h e  enve lope  h a s  been n o t e d  b e f o r e  - i n  Holmes 
( 1 0 1 8 a  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  edn.) a n d  i n  A r n o l d  (EN14C, a l b e i t  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  
q u e s t i o n  mark) .  I o n l y  t h o u g h t  t o  c h e c k  a f t e r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r s  h a d  b e e n  
mai led .  

CORRECTIONS TO THE 5TH EDITION OF THE WEBB'S POSTAL STATIONERY CATALOGUE 

A f e w  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  s e v e r a l  o f  which a r e  l i s t e d  thanks  t o  o b s e r v a n t  
m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P i e r r e  G a u t h i e r  and John Ai tken:  

pg. 12 - EN6F shou ld  f o l l o w  ENGg, and t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  shou ld  r e a d :  
EN6f a s  EN6b w i t h  watermark C.P.Co. (1894) 



pg. 4 3  - t h e  e n t r y  f o r  KP104e shou ld  be i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  f o r  t h e  same 
i t e m  a s  l i s t e d  under  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P r i v a t e  P o s t  Cards on page 
84,  i . e .  
P104e 6 ~  b l a c k  f l i m s y  & 6 ~  b l a c k  c a r d ,  t y p e s  

1 & 1,  m u l t i p l e  form, 7  112 x  4  174 (192 
x 1081,  r o u l e t t e d  f o u r  s i d e s ,  i n i t i a l s  
w i t h  stamp (MwC) ( M i s s i s s a u g a )  $100.00 

k  6 ~  b l a c k  f l i m s y  (used message h a l f  KP104e) $40.00 
pg. 74 - i n c o r r e c t  p r i c e s  l i s t e d  f o r  P68b: p r i c e s  shou ld  be 

$0.50 unused  and $0.35 used 
- P72c shou ld  be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  (38/T)  n o t  (3810)  

pg. 7 7  - t h e  same t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r  i n  bo th  f i g u r e  c a p t i o n s  
- "VALEUR" n o t  "VALUER" 

pg. 86 - RKP106j shou ld  have been RKP106k, and shou ld  n o t  be confused 
w i t h  P106j on pg. 78 

pg. 94 - CPR B40. Used p r i c e  shou ld  be $125.00 
pg. 107 - d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  DWle shou ld  r e a d  v i o l e t - b l a c k  n o t  black.  The 

p r i c e  i s  f o r  a  u s e d  c o p y  ( n o  u n u s e d  c o p i e s  h a v e  b e e n  
r e p o r t e d ) .  

B i l l  Walton 

MAINSTREAM BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY 

The m a j o r i t y  of  Canadian s t a t i o n e r y  c o l l e c t o r s  today  p robab ly  u s e  Webb's 
a s  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  c a t a l o g u e ,  b u t  o t h e r s  (e.g., H i g g i n s  a n d  Gage,  S c o t t  
s p e c i a l i z e d )  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  i n  u s e .  Webb's f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  i n  
1 9 7 1 ,  a n d  f o r  many i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  p r i m a r y  c a t a l o g u e  t h e y  h a v e  
worked wi th .  Longer t i m e  c o l l e c t o r s  p robab ly  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on Holmes, 
and t h e  o l d  f o u r - d i g i t  numbers a r e  s t i l l  o f t e n  found p e n c i l l e d  on i t e m s  i n  
c o l l e c t i o n s .  

When J i m  Webb p u t  h i s  F i r s t  E d i t i o n  t o g e t h e r ,  h e  r e l i e d  i n  p a r t  on  t h e  
o t h e r  c a t a l o g u e s  i n  u s e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a s  e v e r y  c a t a l o g u e r  does. Where d i d  
t h e  o t h e r  c a t a l o g u e s  draw t h e i r  own i n s p i r a t i o n ?  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  m a j o r  c a t a l o g u e  e f f o r t s  i n  
Canadian s t a t i o n e r y  t h a t  i s  more o r  l e s s  t r a c e a b l e .  I n  ( h o p e f u l l y )  s h o r t  
b u r s t s  s c a t t e r e d  over  s u c c e e d i n g  i s s u e s  o f  PSN I w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  l i s t  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e f f o r t s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y .  T h i s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  s o r t  o f  
t h u m b n a i l  h i s t o r y  o f  how we h a v e  r e a c h e d  w h e r e  we a r e  t o d a y  i n  o u r  
c a t a l o g u e s .  

1. J.-B. Moens Ca ta logue  P r i x  Courant  de  Timbre P o s t e  - 
Moens was a  d e a l e r  i n  B r u s s e l s ,  Belgium, and h e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  
one of  t h e  g r e a t  p i o n e e r  c a t a l o g u e r s  of  p h i l a t e l y .  His  l i s t i n g s  were  i n  
many c a s e s  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  t h a n  t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  l i s t i n g s  o f  G i b b o n s  o r  
S c o t t .  Unl ike  S c o t t  and Gibbons however,  h i s  c a t a l o g u e s  d i d  n o t  o u t l i v e  
h im.  D u r i n g  h i s  l i f e , h o w e v e r , h e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  many e d i t i o n s  e x t e n d i n g  
a c r o s s  many years .  H i s  s i x t h  e d i t i o n ,  f o r  example,  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1883 
b u t  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  on i n t o  t h e  1890's. 

Moens l i s t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  - s tamps ,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y ,  r evenues  
a n d  t o b a c c o  s t a m p s .  When F o r b i n  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  c l a s s i c  r e v e n u e  s t a m p  



c a t a l o g u e  of  t h e  wor ld  a t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of  W W I ,  he drew h e a v i l y  on Moens. 
I n  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s ,  t h e  S e n £  b r o t h e r s  ( d i e  
B r u d e r  S e n f )  o f  L e i p z i g  c l e a r l y  c o n s u l t e d  Moens,  a n d  when D r .  A s c h e r  
c o n s t r u c t e d  h i s  w o r l d w i d e  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  c a t a l o g u e  u s i n g  S e n f  a s  a  
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  h e  was i n d e b t e d  i n  t u r n  t o  Moens. 

Moens9 n u m b e r s  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i e d  w i t h  Moens a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a r e  n e v e r  
encoun te red  today.  They were  f o u r  and f i v e  d i g i t  numbers,  u s i n g  a  sys tem 
someth ing  l i k e  Holmes'. What i s  i m p o r t a n t  abou t  h i s  work today i s  n o t  h i s  
n u m b e r s ,  b u t  t h e  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  l i s t i n g s  t h a t  h e  c r e a t e d  i n  h i s  
books. Not o n l y  d i d  he d e s c r i b e  i t e m s  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  he a t t e m p t e d ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  month  a n d  y e a r  o f  i s s u e .  T h e s e  
l i s t i n g s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  i n  c o n s t a n t  u s e  i n  E u r o p e ,  and  w h i c h  w e r e  i n  t h e  
hands  o f  s e r i o u s  c o l l e c t o r s  wor ldwide ,  were  an  i m p o r t a n t  r e f e r e n c e  s o u r c e  
f o r  t h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  c a t a l o g u e r s  of  t h e  day. 

Moens' books today  a r e  h i g h l y  sough t  a f t e r  by c o l l e c t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
E u r o p e ,  a n d  t e n d  t o  f e t c h  h i g h  p r i c e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a u c t i o n s  when t h e y  
a p p e a r .  I f  you  h a p p e n  t o  s e e  o n e ,  be  s u r e  you know w h a t  i t  i s  b e f o r e  you 
make a n  o f f e r :  many o f  h i s  e d i t i o n s  were bound i n  s e v e r a l  volumes ( p o s t a l  
a d h e s i v e s  i n  o n e ,  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  i n  a n o t h e r ,  t e l e g r a p h s  i n  a  t h i r d  
etc.) .  Also,  i n  many c a s e s  he  made a v a i l a b l e  s i n g l e  c o u n t r y  c a t a l o g u e s  o f  
a l l  i s s u e s .  

B i l l  Walton 

MORE'NOTES ON PRECANCELLED POST CARDS 

T h e r e  i s  a n  e r r o r  on  p a g e  27 o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P r e c a n c e l l e d  P o s t a l  
S t a t i o n e r y  Handbook. Under  t h e  e n t r y  f o r  P26d ,  t h r e e  b a r s ,  medium,  a  
s p a c i n g  e r r o r  i s  l i s t e d  f o r  a  c a r d  u s e d  by L. W h i t e  & S o n s  o f  T o r o n t o .  
The normal  and e r r o r  p r e c a n c e l s  were  supposed t o  have been i l l u s t r a t e d  a s  
t h e  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  c u t o u t s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  b e l o w  t h e  
t e x t .  The p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  " e r r o r "  c a r d  ( - 6 - 2 1  x  9  1 / 2  s p a c i n g  e r r o r )  i s  
c o r r e c t l y  shown. However, t h e  f i g u r e  showing t h e  "normal" p r e c a n c e l  
( - 6 - 2 1  x  9  1 / 2 1  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t .  The t w o  p r e c a n c e l s  a r e  c o r r e c t l y  
i l l u s t r a t e d  below. 

s p a c i n g  e r r o r  

I t  may a l s o  b e  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a r d  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  P51c ,  3 b a r s  .- 
t h i n ,  -7-17x9, Mont rea l ,  Leduc Drug Co. on page 39 o f  t h e  Handbook i s  n o t  
t h e  same s i z e  a s  normal ,  u n p r e c a n c e l l e d  c o p i e s  of  P51a. I t  i s  c l o s e r  i n  
s i z e  t o  KP52i ( i . e . ,  abou t  5mm t a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s i z e  c a r d ) .  

George Manley 




