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A NEWLY REPORTED VICTORIAN ENVELOPE 

I n  1899 t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  s u r c h a r g e d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  V i c t o r i a n  3c enve lopes  t o  
2~  t o  m e e t  t h e  new,  l o w e r ,  d o m e s t i c  f i r s t  c l a s s  r a t e .  Now, e i g h t y - n i n e  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  we h a v e  a  r e p o r t  o f  a  c o p y  o f  EN4a, t h e  s m a l l  1 8 7 7  3 c  
enve lope  w i t h  tongued f l a p ,  w i t h  t h e  1899 su rcharge .  The enve lope  w i l l  be 
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Webb's Ca ta logue ,  and h a s ,  t e n t a t i v e l y ,  
b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t h e  c a t a l o g u e  number  EN141. T h i s  i t e m  was  a p p a r e n t l y  
p r o p e r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  owner many y e a r s  ago, b u t  was never  r e p o r t e d  t o  
c a t a l o g u e r s .  

B i l l  Walton 

ERP UPDATES 

P There  a r e  o n l y  a  few u p d a t e s  f o r  t h i s  i s s u e .  However, on r e c h e c k i n g  my 
r e c o r d s ,  I found t h a t  f o r  t h r e e  i t e m s  i n c o r r e c t  ERPs have been p u b l i s h e d  
p r e v i o u s l y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  a l l  t h r e e  c a s e s ,  t h e  d a t e s  p u b l i s h e d  were  
e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  ERP, i n  t w o  c a s e s  by many m o n t h s ,  t h u s  members  
check ing  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  may have been m i s l e d  i n t o  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  ERPs i n  
t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Would a l l  members p l e a s e  recheck  t h e i r  pos tmark d a t e d  
c o p i e s  o f  P34e, P48a and W4. 

C o r r e c t i o n s  
P34e Dec. 1 4 ,  1929 
P48a Nov. 28, 1930 
W4 Dec. 19,  1892 

Updates 
P12b Mar. 13,  1895 P52e Apr. 23,  1935 P57c Oct.  5 ,  1935 
P106d May 4 ,  1973 P107g Feb. 15 ,  1972 P117 Mar. 11, 1982 
EN28c Aug. 9 ,  1927 EN67 June  25,  1951 EN67a June  4 ,  1951 
EN108 Mar. 11, 1982 EN109 Mar. 11, 1982 ( a )  A31 May 1 9 ,  1974 

( a )  EN109 i n  t h e  Webb7s 5 t h  e d i t i o n .  T h i s  enve lope  was l i s t e d  a s  EN108a 
i n  t h e  4 t h  (1983) e d i t i o n  of  t h e  Webb's Cata logue.  

B i l l  Walton 
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THE NEW WEBB'S - - -  A REVIEW 

Webb's P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  Ca ta logue  of  Canada and Newfoundland 
F i f t h  E d i t i o n ,  1988 
E d i t o r s :  E a r l e  L.  Cover t  and Wi l l i am C.  Walton 
U n i t r a d e  P r e s s ,  P.O. Box 172,  S t a t i o n  A ,  Toron to ,  ON, M5W 1B2 
CANS14.95 

The F i f t h  E d i t i o n  o f  Webb's P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  C a t a l o g u e  o f  Canada  a n d  
Newfoundland h a s  f i n a l l y  been r e l e a s e d .  F i v e  y e a r s  have passed  s i n c e  t h e  
l a s t  e d i t i o n  a p p e a r e d ,  b u t  c o l l e c t o r s  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  o n e  was  w o r t h  
t h e  w a i t .  Between t h e  s l i c k  paper ,  c o l o u r  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  a t t r a c t i v e  c o v e r s  
l i e s  a  w e a l t h  o f  new a n d  m o r e  r e a d i l y  u s e a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  
m e r e l y  a  r e p i t i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n  w i t h  a  f e w  c h a n g e s ;  i t  i s  a  
r emarkab le ,  c o m p l e t e  r e v i s i o n .  Thanks must  go t o  i t s  two e d i t o r s ,  E a r l e  
L. Cover t  and W i l l i a m  C. Walton,  long  t i m e  and e x p e r t  c o l l e c t o r s  o f  B.N.A. 
s t a t i o n e r y .  

T h e r e  a r e  s o  many i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t h a t  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  ment ion  them i n  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  o r  t o  c o v e r  them a l l  i n  a  
s h o r t  r e v i e w .  C e r t a i n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  w a s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  
r e g u l a r  i s s u e s  f r o m  t h o s e  n o t  s o l d  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t e r  a t  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  
P r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n s  had,  f o r  example ,  o f f i c i a l  e n v e l o p e s  l i s t e d  w i t h  r e g u l a r  
a n d  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  e n v e l o p e s ;  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  a n d  o f f i c i a l  p o s t  c a r d s  w e r e  

7 l i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  i s s u e s ;  p r i v a t e  o r d e r  l e t t e r  s h e e t s  were  w i t h  t h e  
r e g u l a r  ones  and p r e c a n c e l l e d  p o s t  c a r d s  - b o t h  p o s t  o f f i c e  and p r i v a t e l y  
p r i n t e d  i s s u e s  were  l i s t e d  w i t h  r e g u l a r  i s s u e  p o s t a l  ca rds .  Now t h e y  a r e  
i n  n e a t ,  e a s y  t o  u s e ,  s e p a r a t e  l i s t i n g s .  

A n o t h e r  m a j o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  was  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  " c h a f f "  f r o m  t h e  
l i s t i n g s .  Such  i t e m s  a s  a l b i n o s ,  e n v e l o p e s  w i t h  s t a m p s  i n s i d e ,  s m a l l  
minor  p l a t e  f l a w s  and p o s t a l  c a r d s  w i t h  p r i v a t e  r o u l e t t e s  o r  p e r f o r a t i o n s ,  
a l l  have been  d e l e t e d .  While  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  c o l l e c t a b l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
v a g a r i e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  n o t  w o r t h y  o f  a  p l a c e  i n  a  
c a t a l o g u e .  

The i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  many 
a d d i t i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  e n v e l o p e ,  a i r  l e t t e r  s h e e t  a n d  p r e c a n c e l  
s e c t i o n s .  T h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  c h a n g e s  t o o  n u m e r o u s  t o  m e n t i o n  a n d  a l l  
f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .  

I f  t h e r e  i s  a  ma jor  f a u l t  t o  be found,  i t  i s  t h e  unwie ldy  number ing sys tem 
i n h e r i t e d  f rom t h e  p r e v i o u s  e d i t i o n  and e x a c e r b a t e d  by t h e  f u r t h e r  changes  
made i n  t h i s  one.  The e d i t o r s  s h o u l d  t h i n k  a b o u t  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  
a l p h a b e t  s o u p  s c r a m b l e  i n  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n .  T h e r e  may b e  o t h e r  f a u l t s  
t h a t  cou ld  be  found,  b u t  why d w e l l  upon t h e  n e g a t i v e  when t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  
c a t a l o g u e  o f  B.N.A. s t a t i o n e r y  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  t o  d a t e .  I t  i s  a  m u s t  f o r  
e v e r y  n o v i c e  and e x p e r t  c o l l e c t o r  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .  

Mark Arons 



A NEWLY RECOGNIZED DOMINION EXPRESS CARD VARIETY 

There a r e  two t y p e s  of  Webb DMX-1, d i f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  c u t  of  t h e  money o r d e r  
f a c s i m i l e .  Although t h e  names and p l a c e s  on t h e  f i l l e d - o u t  f a c s i m i l e  a r e  
t h e  same on bo th  t y p e s ,  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  i s  n o t i c e a b l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  and t h e  
d a t e s  d i f f e r  - "12 J a n ,  1897" o n  t h e  o l d e r  ( a n d  s c a r c e r )  t y p e ;  a n d  "12 
J a n ,  1898'' o n  t h e  r e v i s e d  f a c s i m i l e  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The t w o  t y p e s  a r e  
i l l u s t r a t e d  b e l o w .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B i l l  W a l t o n  t h e  "1897" c a r d  h a s  b e e n  
t e n t a t i v e l y  a s s i g n e d  t h e  Webb's Ca ta logue  number DMX-A1. 

S teven  Whitcombe 



CANADA'S FIRST POST CARDS 
PART 3  - DIES AND PLATES OF P1 

I have r ead  many d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  B r i t i s h  American 
Bank Note Company r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  p r i n t i n g  of  Canadian p o s t a l  paper ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  move o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870 ' s  f r om 
Ottawa t o  Montreal .  Genera l ly ,  though t h e  v e r s i o n s  d i f f e r ,  t h e  t ime  given 
i s  a round  1873  o r  1874. C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  3~  S m a l l  Queen s t a m p ,  M o n t r e a l  
p r i n t i n g  p e r f o r a t e d  11.5 x  12 ,  i s  known a s  e a r l y  a s  Augus t  o f  1873. A l l  
t h i s  i s  probably un impor tan t ,  excep t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  when pos t  c a rd  p l a t e  8  
( o r  "H") was  l a i d  down i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1875  ( s e e  PSN Vol. 7, pg. 131, t h e  
i m p r i n t  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  ca rd  s t i l l  hadn't  been changed. However, i t  
mus t  have  n o t  been  t o o  l o n g  t h e r e a f t e r  t h a t  work was s t a r t e d  on  a  
comple te ly  re-engraved mas t e r  die .  A s  w i t h  P1, a  mas t e r  d i e  was prepared 
f o r  t h e  f r a m e ,  and  w o r k i n g  d i e s  w e r e  b u i l t  by a d d i n g  t h e  s t a m p  t o  t h i s .  
T h r e e  w o r k i n g  d i e s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  f i f t e e n  ( o r  i n  one  s e n s e  s i x t e e n  - 
s e e  below) p l a t e s  o f  P2. Most d i e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a f f e c t  t h e  f rame and border  
l i n e s ,  and a r e  de sc r i bed  a s  f o l l o w s  ( s ee  F igu re  6): 

F igu re  6. P2, Dies  I ,  I1 and 111. 

Die I: 
1. Outer  f rame l i n e  comple te  a long  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  (except  t h e  ex t reme 

t o p  upper s c a l l o p ,  which i s  broken) .  
2. Outer  f rame l i n e  may be broken a t  t h e  1st s c a l l o p  a t  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  

top .  
3. O u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  i s  b r o k e n  a t  t h e  6 t h  s c a l l o p  f r o m  t h e  t o p ,  a t  t h e  

l e f t .  -. 
4. I nne r  f rame l i n e  u s u a l l y  broken i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  towards  t h e  bot tom 

o f  t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  
5. I n n e r  f r a m e  l i n e  o f t e n  b r o k e n  j u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  l o w e r  l e f t  



frame ornament ,  a t  t h e  bottom. 
6. I n n e r  f r ame  l i n e  o f t e n  h a s  s e v e r a l  f i n e  b r e a k s  abou t  f i v e  s c a l l o p s  

above t h e  lower l e f t  c o r n e r  ornament,  a t  t h e  l e f t .  

Die 11: 
1. Oute r  f r ame  l i n e  h a s  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  b r e a k s  a l o n g  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  

o f  t h e  c a r d ,  between t h e  bo t tom o f  t h e  s t amp and t h e  midd le  a d d r e s s  
l i n e .  The ext reme t o p  s c a l l o p  a t  t h e  r i g h t  i s  unbroken. 

None o f  t h e  o t h e r  b r e a k s  n o t e d  f o r  D i e  I ( 8 2  - 6 ,  a b o v e )  i s  e v e r  
p r e s e n t .  

A l s o ,  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  a l o n g  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c a r d ,  and  
t h e  i n n e r  s c r o l l w o r k  b o r d e r  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c a r d  ( e s p e c i a l l y  a b o v e  
"ST" o f  "POST"), a r e  g e n e r a l l y  q u i t e  weak a n d  i r r e g u l a r  i n  b o t h  D i e s  I 
and 11; more s o  i n  Die 11. (Note, a l s o ,  t h a t  many p l a t e s  were  re touched  
i n  some o f  t h e s e  weak a r e a s ,  which i s  a  s u b j e c t  t o  be covered  a t  l e n g t h  
l a t e r .  ) 

Die I11 
7. G e n e r a l l y ,  a l l  f r ame  l i n e s  ( i n n e r  and o u t e r )  a r e  c l e a r  and comple te ,  

s t r o n g  and unbroken.  
8. There  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  d o t  abou t  2.5mm t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  u p p e r - r i g h t  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c a r d .  
9. T h e r e  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  d o t  a b o u t  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c a r d  ( a b o u t  

h a l f w a y  b e t w e e n  "TT" o f  "WRITTEN" a n d  t h e  t o p  a d d r e s s  l i n e ) .  N o t e  
t h a t  s u b j e c t s  5  a n d  6  o f  q u i t e  a  f e w  D i e  I a n d  D i e  I1 p l a t e s  h a v e  a  
g u i d e  d o t  i n  approx imate ly  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ;  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  same. 

D i e  I w a s  u s e d  t o  l a y  down p l a t e s  9 ,  1 0  a n d  11. A l l  t h r e e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  p r e p a r e d  a t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  a n d  s u b j e c t s  s t a r t  a p p e a r i n g  f r o m  
a l l  t h r e e  i n  e a r l y  1876. The p l a t e s  were  a c t u a l l y  l a i d  down i n  t h e  o r d e r :  
9 ,  t h e n  11, t h e n  1 0 ;  t h i s  c a n  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b e c a u s e  some  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  
n o t e d  above f o r  Die I a r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  i n  n a t u r e ,  and t h e i r  development  c a n  
be  e a s i l y  t r a c e d .  The t h r e e  p l a t e s  s h a r e  some s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  a s  no ted :  

1. T h e r e  i s  a  g u i d e  d o t  b e l o w  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  e a c h  s u b j e c t ,  a b o u t  3mm 
below t h e  o u t e r  f r ame  l i n e ,  under  t h e  "nk" of  "Bank" i n  t h e  ' i m p r i n t  
( # l o  on F i g u r e  6 ) .  

2. T h e r e  a r e  r u l e s  a t  t h e  t o p ,  b o t t o m  a n d  s i d e s  o f  t h e  p l a t e .  I n  v e r y  
e a r l y  s t a t e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  v e r t i c a l  r u l e  down t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p l a t e ,  
b u t  l a t e r  t h e r e  a r e  j u s t  s h o r t  l i n e  segments  between s u b j e c t s  1-2,  
5-6 and 9-10,  on each  p l a t e .  * 

3. P l a t e  n u m b e r s  a r e  l a r g e ,  b a c k w a r d  n u m e r a l s ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
u p p e r - r i g h t  c o r n e r  o f  s u b j e c t  #2 on t h e  shee t .  The p l a t e  number i s  
known i n  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  on p l a t e  11. 

4 .  P l a t e  11 h a s  g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  s u b j e c t s  5 a n d  6  (#9 on  
F i g u r e  6 ) .  

* P l a t e  1 0 ' s  p l a t e  n u m b e r  i s  a  b a c k w a r d s  "01"; t h a t  i s ,  t h e  "1" i s  
b a c k w a r d  ( h a r d  t o  t e l l  w i t h  t h e  "0" i s n ' t  i t ? ) ,  b u t  t h e  n u m e r a l s  
a r e  t r ansposed .  The t h i r d  (and l a s t )  known p l a t e  number on p l a t e  
11 i s  a  s m a l l  r i g h t - r e a d i n g  number. 



Die I was never  used a g a i n ,  and i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p l a t e s  9-11 were  used f o r  
o n l y  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e .  Die I1 went i n t o  u s e  a l m o s t  
i m m e d i a t e l y ,  f i r s t  t o  l a y  down new p l a t e s ;  t h e n  t o  r e - e n t e r  e x i s t i n g  
p l a t e s .  P l a t e s  1 2  a n d  1 3  ( t h e  f i r s t  Die  I1 p l a t e s )  show u p  by A p r i l  o f  
1876 (on ly  two months a f t e r  p l a t e s  9-11 appeared).  P l a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
f o r  t h e s e  two p l a t e s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

1.  Die 11. 
2. T h e r e  i s  a  g u i d e  d o t  a b o u t  5mm b e l o w  t h e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  a t  t h e  

m i d d l e  o f  each  s u b j e c t ,  p o s i t i o n e d  abou t  under  t h e  "nk" o f  "Bank" i n  
t h e  i m p r i n t  (4111 on F i g u r L  6 ) .  

3 .  B o t h  p l a t e s  h a v e  v e r t i c a l  r u l e s  a t  t h e  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t  e d g e s  o f  t h e  
p l a t e  a n d  s h o r t  l i n e  s e g m e n t s  b e t w e e n  s u b j e c t s  1 - 2 ,  5 - 6  a n d  9-10.  
P l a t e  12 h a s  a  h o r i z o n t a l  r u l e  a c r o s s  t h e  top ;  p l a t e  1 3  a p p e a r s  n o t  
t o .  I have n o t  s e e n  ev idence  o f  a  bot tom r u l e  on e i t h e r  p l a t e .  

4 .  P l a t e  n u m b e r s  ( a t  l e a s t  i n  e a r l y  s t a t e s )  a r e  l a r g e  a n d  b a c k w a r d s ,  
a b o u t  7.5-8.5mm t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  u p p e r - r i g h t  c o r n e r  o f  s u b j e c t  
412, w i t h  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  p l a t e  n u m b e r  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
card .  G e n e r a l l y  o n l y  t r a c e s  o f  t h e s e  numbers have been seen.  L a t e r  
(1881 ?), a  s m a l l ,  r i g h t - r e a d i n g  "12" h a s  been s e e n  abou t  3mm above 
c a r d  t o p s ,  a t  a b o u t  t h e  v e r y  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  s h e e t ,  on  p l a t e  12.  A 
s i m i l a r  number h a s  been r e p o r t e d  on p l a t e  13,  b u t  I have n e v e r  seen  
i t .  

5. P l a t e  1 3  h a s  g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  s u b j e c t s  5  a n d  6  (419 on  
F i g u r e  6 ) ;  p l a t e  12 does  n o t .  '--, 

S u b j e c t s  from p l a t e s  14  and 15 b e g i n  t o  a p p e a r  around November, 1876. The 
p l a t e s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  m o s t  D i e  I1 p l a t e s ,  sha r i1 .g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

1. Die 11. 
2. Guide d o t  a s  f o r  p l a t e s  12 and 1 3  (811 on F i g u r e  6 ) .  
3.  Both p l a t e s  have h o r i z o n t a l  r u l e s  a t  t h e  t o p  and bottom. There  i s  a  

v e r t i c a l  r u l e  a l o n g  t h e  l e f t  e d g e  o f  p l a t e  1 4 ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  r i g h t ;  
n o  v e r t i c a l  r u l e s  h a v e  b e e n  s e e n  on  e i t h e r  e d g e  o f  p l a t e  15. Bo th  
p l a t e s  have s h o r t  l i n e  segments between s u b j e c t s  1-2 ,  5-6  and 9-10. 

4. P l a t e  n u m b e r s  a r e  l a r g e  a n d  b a c k w a r d s .  On p l a t e  1 4 ,  t h e  e a r l y  
n u m b e r  i s  a b o u t  7mm t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  u p p e r - r i g h t  c o r n e r  o f  
s u b j e c t  82,  w i t h  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  number a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  
c a r d ;  a f t e r  1881 t h e r e  i s  a  somewhat s m a l l e r  number, s t i l l  backward, 
a t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  h e i g h t  b u t  a b o u t  3.5mm t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  c a r d .  
On p l a t e  15, t h e  number i s  j u s t  above t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c a r d ,  a b o u t  2mm 
t o  t h e  r i g h t .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  December ,  1 8 7 8  ( e n d  o f  p l a t e  1 5 ' s  3 r d  
s t a t e ) ,  t h e  p l a t e  number i s  gone. 

5. On b o t h  p l a t e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  s u b j e c t s  5  and 
6 (/I9 on F i g u r e  6 ) .  

For  q u i t e  a w h i l e  a f t e r  t h e  end o f  1876 ( r e l a t i v e l y ) ,  no more p l a t e s  were  
needed. The f i r s t  r e - e n t r i e s  of  p l a t e  9-15 s t a r t  showing up i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
o f  1877 and,  by t h a t  f a l l ,  each  o f  t h e  f i r s t  seven  P2 p l a t e  was r e - e n t e r e d  
o n c e  ( w i t h  d i e  11) .  When p l a t e s  9 - 1 1  - o r  a n y  p l a t e s ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  - - 
were r e - e n t e r e d ,  no new g u i d e  d o t s  were e v e r  added. 



Next came p l a t e s  16  (August ,  1877) and 17  ( l a t e  Februa ry ,  18781, w i t h  t h e  
r e - e n t e r e d  P1 p l a t e  "F" showing up j u s t  b e f o r e  p l a t e  17,  i n  e a r l y  Februa ry  
1 8 7 8  - m o r e  o n  t h a t  l a t e r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p l a t e s  1 6  a n d  17  w e r e  
n o t  t e r r i b l y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  i n  t i m e ,  t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r ,  s h a r i n g  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  f e a t u r e s :  

1. Die 11. 
2 .  Guide d o t  a s  f o r  p l a t e s  12-15 ( i l l 1  on F i g u r e  6 ) .  
3.  No r u l e s  o r  r u l e  segments  anywhere on t h e  p l a t e .  
4. E a r l y - s t a t e  p l a t e  numbers a r e  l a r g e  and backwards ,  and abou t  3.5mm 

above and 6mm t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  u p p e r - r i g h t  c o r n e r  o f  s u b j e c t  #l2. 
L a t e r  p l a t e  numbers a r e  s m a l l e r  and g e n e r a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  
o f  s u b j e c t  #2 ("16" i s  a b o u t  5mm a b o v e ;  "17" i s  a b o u t  3mm a b o v e  a n d  
lmm t o  t h e  r i g h t ) .  

5 .  On b o t h  p l a t e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  s u b j e c t s  5  and 
6  ( # 9  on F i g u r e  6 ) .  

By a b o u t  t h e , e n d  o f  1 8 7 7  ( a f t e r  p l a t e  1 6  a p p e a r e d )  p l a t e s  1 3  a n d  1 5  w e r e  
a l r e a d y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e i r  second rework ing ;  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  s t a m p s  were  r e -  
e n t e r e d  a n d  t h e  i n n e r  f r a m e  l i n e s  ( t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a m p )  w e r e  
r e t o u c h e d .  

F i g u r e  7. P2 r e - e n t e r e d  o v e r  P1. 

Very e a r l y  i n  1878, s u b j e c t s  f rom t h e  r e - e n t e r e d  p l a t e  "F" s t a r t  t o  show 
up. T h e s e  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  q u i t e  e a s y  t o  p i c k  o u t ,  a s  t h e  r e c o n d i t i o n e d  
p l a t e  h a s  a  number o f  u n i q u e  F e a t u r e s  ( F i g u r e  7 ) :  

P 
1. Die  11, o v e r  P1 d i e  11. 
2. G u i d e  d o t  i s  v e r y  s m a l l  a n d  f a i n t  ( l e f t  o v e r  f r o m  P l ) ,  a n d  l o c a t e d  

a b o u t  2mm below t h e  o u t e r  frame l i n e ,  below "Ba" o f  "Bank". 



3. A v e r t i c a l  r u l e  h a s  been added,  down t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p l a t e ,  and i s  
q u i t e  f a i n t .  V e r t i c a l  r u l e s  a t  t h e  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t  e d g e s  o f  t h e  
p l a t e  ( f rom P1 s t a t e s )  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t . .  Because t h e  a c t u a l  d e s i g n  
o f  P2 i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  P1, t h e  c a r d s  a r e  n o t  c e n t r e d  between t h e  l e f t  
and r i g h t  r u l e s ,  b e i n g  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

4. P l a t e  number s t i l l  h a s  n o t  been seen .  
5.  There  a r e  no g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  middle  o f  s u b j e c t s  5  and 6.  
6. On a l l  s u b j e c t s ,  some t r a c e s  o f  t h e  P1 d e s i g n  c a n  b e  s e e n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  i m p r i n t  a n d  c o r n e r  o r n a m e n t s ,  a n d  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  
t h e  stamp. 

7. On m o s t  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  d o t s  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  u p p e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  o f  
t h e  c a r d  (/I8 on F i g u r e  4 ,  PSN Vol. 7,  pg. 12)  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t .  

8 .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  d o t s  i n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  g u t t e r s  b e t w e e n  
v e r t i c a l  p a i r s  of  s u b j e c t s ,  a t  t h e  ext reme l e f t  o f  t h e  c a r d .  

Between l a t e  February ,  1878 (when p l a t e  17 appeared) ,  and l a t e  t h a t  f a l l ,  
many e a r l y  p l a t e s  h a d  some s t a m p  r e - e n t e r i n g  d o n e  ( u s u a l l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  
r e t o u c h i n g ) ;  some p l a t e s  were f u l l y  r e - e n t e r e d .  (Even p l a t e s  16,  "F" and 
1 7  s a w  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m o r e  s t a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  1878.)  Then,  v e r y  l a t e  
i n  1878, a  v e r y  d i s t i n c t i v e  type  o f  r e t o u c h i n g  was s t a r t e d  on p l a t e s  13, 
14  and 16: t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  "CANADA POST CARD" were  s t r o n g l y  r e t o u c h e d  w i t h  
v e r t  i c a l l d i a g o n a l  s c r a t c h e s .  ( T h e s e  p l a t e s  were  s u b j e c t e d  t o  even more 
e x t e n s i v e  work  i n  e a r l y  1 8 7 9  a n d  t h i s  w i l l  b e  c o v e r e d  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  
l a t e r .  

A l s o  l a t e  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  p l a t e  1 8  w a s  l a i d  down a n d  p u t  i n t o  s e r v i c e .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  l a s t  o f  w h a t  I h a v e  come t o  c a l l  t h e  e a r l y  "P2" p l a t e s  ( i n  w h i c h  t h e  
Die I1 p l a t e  was used t o  some e x t e n t  b e f o r e  mass ive  f r a m e l i n e  re touch ing) .  
P l a t e  d e t a i l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .  

1. Die 11. 
2. Guide d o t  a s  f o r  p l a t e s  12-17 (/ /I1 on F i g u r e  6 ) .  
3. T h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  f a i n t  v e r t i c a l  r u l e  down t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p l a t e ,  

a n d  a n  e x t r e m e l y  f a i n t  h o r i z o n t a l  r u l e  a c r o s s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  
p l a t e  ( th rough  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  s u b j e c t s  5-6). By t h e  end of  t h e  f i r s t  
s t a t e ,  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  gone. 

4 .  P l a t e  number abou t  a s  f o r  p l a t e  17.  
5 .  T h e r e  a r e  g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  s u b j e c t s  5 a n d  6  ( a l p n g  t h e  

f a i n t  r u l e )  (/I9 on F i g u r e  6 ) .  

The p e r i o d  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 8 7 9  t o  l a t e  summer o f  1 8 8 0  s a w  n o  new 
p l a t e s ,  b u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  w o r k  o n  t h e  p l a t e s  i n  u s e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Mos t  
o f  t h e  p l a t e s  w e r e  r e - e n t e r e d  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and  m o s t  
h a d  t h e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  a n d  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t a m p  r e t o u c h e d ;  some 
were  even  more e x t e n s i v e l y  re touched.  P l a t e  u s e  was o b v i o u s l y  v e r y  heavy 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

F i n a l l y ,  i n  August o f  1880, s u b j e c t s  f rom p l a t e  19 s t a r t  t o  appear.  P l a t e  
1 9  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  " l a t e "  d i e  I1 p l a t e s  o f  P2 ( i n  w h i c h  t h e  s u b j e c t s  
were  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e t o u c h e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p l a t e  was used). P l a t e  19 h a s  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  n 

1. D i e  11. O u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  r e t o u c h e d  o n  t h e  t o p ,  l e f t  a n d  b o t t o m ;  
t h e  frame l i n e  b r e a k s  a t  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c a r d  a r e  p r e s e n t .  



2. Guide d o t  a  b i t  h i g h e r  t h a n  on p l a t e s  12-18 (abou t  4mm below "nk"). 
Guide d o t  i s  q u i t e  l a r g e  on most s u b j e c t s  (#11 on F i g u r e  6 ) .  

3. No r u l e s  anywhere on t h e  p l a t e .  
4. P l a t e  number i s  a  medium-sized,  backward "19", abou t  5mm above t h e  

r i g h t  end o f  s u b j e c t  #2 on t h e  s h e e t .  
5.  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u i d e  d o t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  s u b j e c t s  5  a n d  6;  b u t  t h e r e  

a r e  s i m i l a r  d o t s :  a  b i t  h i g h e r ,  o n  s u b j e c t s  3  and  4 ;  a n d  a  b i t  
lower ,  on s u b j e c t s  9 and 10.  

6. On e a c h  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t a m p  i s  r e t o u c h e d  ( 8 1 2  o n  
F i g u r e  6 ) .  

. T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  1 8 8 0 ,  e x i s t i n g  p l a t e s  w e r e  w o r k e d  on. A common 
t y p e  of  work d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was r e - e n t e r i n g  o f  t h e  s tamp,  a n  a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  o b l i t e r a t e d  e a r l i e r  r e t o u c h i n g  t h a t  may h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  
a l o n g  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t a m p s .  Even p l a t e  1 9  h a d  i t s  s t a m p s  r e -  
e n t e r e d  by t h e  end of  1880. About t h a t  t i m e ,  and i n t o  1881, a d d r e s s  l i n e  
r e t o u c h i n g  became f a s h i o n a b l e ,  and s e v e r a l  p l a t e s  were s o  t r e a t e d .  

E a r l y  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  D i e  I1 p l a t e s  a p p e a r e d :  20,  21 a n d  22. A s  
f o r  p l a t e  1 9 ,  t h e s e  p l a t e s  h a d  a l l  h a d  e x t e n s i v e  r e t o u c h i n g  b e f o r e  u s e  
( b u t  t h e  r e t o u c h i n g ,  abou t  t h e  same f o r  t h e s e  t h r e e  p l a t e s ,  d i f f e r s  f rom 
t h e  i n i t i a l  r e t o u c h i n g  o f  p l a t e  19) .  The g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  
t h e s e  p l a t e s  a r e :  

1. D i e  11. O u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  r e t o u c h e d  o n  a l l  f o u r  s i d e s  ( m o s t  
s u b j e c t s ) .  

2. Guide d o t  more l i k e  p l a t e s  12-18 t h a n  p l a t e  19. 
3.  No r u l e s  anywhere on  t h e  p l a t e .  
4.  P l a t e  number on p l a t e  20 v e r y  much l i k e  p l a t e  19; p l a t e  numbers on 

p l a t e s  2 1  and  22 m o r e  l i k e  e a r l y  p l a t e  18.  The "1" o f  "21" a p p e a r s  
t o - b e  d o u b l e .  I n  l a t e r  s t a t e s ,  l a t e  2 2 . h a s  a n  a d d e d  n u m b e r ,  t h i s  
b e l n g  a b o u t  5mm above t h e  l e f t  en$ o f  s u b j e c t  #l. 

5. Only p l a t e  22 h a s  g u i d e  d o t s  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  s u b j e c t s  5 and 6; t h i s  
p l a t e  h a s  s i m i l a r  d o t s  on s u b j e c t s  7  and 8.  

6.  The s tamps a r e  n o t  r e touched .  

By e a r l y  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 8 1 ,  D i e  I11 came i n t o  b e i n g .  D i e  11 w a s  l a s t  u s e d ,  
p robab ly  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  p l a t e s  20-22 were  l a i d  down, t o  r e - e n t e r  p l a t e  19 
(which was t h e n  r e t o u c h e d  i n  a  manner v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  p l a t e s  20-22). Die 
I11 was used t o  l a y  down p l a t e  23 ( w i t h  s u b j e c t s  showing up i n  May 1881); 
a n d  t o  r e - e n t e r  p l a t e  1 7 ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  summer o f  1881.  P l a t e  2 3  i s  
d i f f e r e n t  from most p r e v i o u s  p l a t e s  i n  some ways. Note t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. Die 111, no r e t o u c h i n g .  
2. Guide d o t  l i k e  p l a t e  19. 
3.  No r u l e s  anywhere on t h e  p l a t e .  
4 .  P l a t e  number i s  medium-sized,  backward "23", abou t  7.3mm above t h e  

r i g h t  end o f  s u b j e c t  8 2  on t h e  s h e e t .  
5.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  d o t  common t o  a l l  d i e  I1 s u b j e c t s ,  8  o f  

1 0  o f  t h e  p l a t e  2 3  s u b j e c t s  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  d o t s ,  c e n t r e d  
h o r i z o n t a l l y  a n d  a t  v a r y i n g  h e i g h t s  ( o n  s u b j e c t s  5 a n d  6 ,  a b o u t  i n  
t h e  m i d d l e ) .  On s u b j e c t s  7 a n d  8 ,  t h e r e  i s  a  f a i n t  a r c  b e l o w  
"WRITTEN1'. 



n 

After plate 17 was re-entered with Die 111, no other full-card re-entering . 

appears to have been done. However, stamp re-entering continued, as well 
as address line retouching, through the end of 1881 and into 1882. 

By that time (spring of 18821, the end had come for recess-printed 1 cent 
post cards. Obviously, with all this constant plate maintenance, the 
BABNC wasn't making much o n  the deal, and they managed to convince the 
Post Office that surface printing was the wave of the future. The UPU- 
rate cards continued to be printed by recess through the early Admiral 
period, but that's another story. 

Following is a (very) brief summary of plate activity for P2: 

PLATE 
9 

FIRST USED 
February, 1876 
February, 1876 
February, 1876 
April, 1876 
April, 1876 
November, 1876 
November, 1876 
August, 1877 
February, 1878 
February, 1878 
December, 1878 
August, 1880 
January, 1881 
January, 1881 
January, 1881 
May, 1881 

LAST USED 
mid-1882 
late 1881 
mid-1882 
mid-1881 
mid-1880 
mid-1882 
mid-1881 
mid-1880 
late 1880 
mid- 1882 
late 1881 
mid- 1882 
mid-1882 
mid-1882 
mid-1882 
mid-1882 

NUMBER OF 
STATES 

The total comes to 800 different. So far, it's taken me about 2000 cards 
t'o come to about 85% of the total; it could easily take another thousand 
cards (or more) to find the still-missing 125 or so varieties. 

Steven Whitcombe 

PLAN TO ATTEND BNAPEXy88 

BNAPEX988 will be held September 8th to loth, 1988, at the Virginia Beach 
Resort and Conference Center, Virginia Beach, Virginia. BNAPS conventions 
are fun, but they are also an excellent way to meet other collectors with 
similar interests. There will be study group meetings, an exhibition and 
a bourse. As usual a good number of Postal Stationery Study Group members 
will be in at tend-ance. Make your reservations early (especially your 
hotel reservations - a large convention in nearby Norfolk will make 
accommodations scarce for those who have not reserved their rooms before 
August 1st). .T 


