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WEBB'S 5TH EDITION ISSUED 

The new e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Webb's P o s t a l  S t a t i o n e r y  C a t a l o g u e  o f  Canada  and 
Newfoundland, e d i t e d  by E a r l e  Cover t  and B i l l  Walton, h a s  been r e l e a s e d .  
The l a t e s t  e d i t i o n  was  p u b l i s h e d  by The U n i t r a d e  P r e s s  o f  T o r o n t o ,  and 
should  be a v a i l a b l e  ($14.95) from most Canadian p h i l a t e l i c  d e a l e r s .  For 
more i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e  page 15. 

CANADA'S FIRST POST CARDS 
PART 2  - DIES AND PLATES OF P1 

A s  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d  (PSN Vol. 7 ,  pg. 1 - 2 ) ,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  w o r k i n g  

r' 
d i e s  (maybe f o u r )  were  used t o  l a y  down t h e  e i g h t  p l a t e s  of  P1. Le t ' s  now 
t a k e  a  q u i c k  l o o k  a t  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  e a c h  d i e ,  and  t h e  p l a t e ,  o r  p l a t e s  
t h a t  each d i e  was used t o  make. 

The f i r s t  d i e  (Die  I )  can be d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s  ( F i g u r e  2 ,  n e x t  page) :  

1. T h e r e  i s  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  d o t  b e l o w  t h e  "0" o f  "POST", a b o u t  h a l f  
way down t o  t h e  l i n e  of  t e x t  below. 

2. The f i n e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  i s  c o m p l e t e  a l o n g  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  
c a r d ,  below t h e  i m p r i n t .  

3 .  There  a r e  no d o t s  ( o r  o n l y  e x c e e d i n g l y  f a i n t  d o t s )  t o  t h e  l e f t  of  
t h e  "T" o f  "THE", a t  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  c a r d .  

4. T h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  f a i n t  d o t  a b o v e  and  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  i n n e r  
p r o j e c t i o n  of t h e  u p p e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  ornament.  

5. T h e r e  i s  a  d o t  a b o u t  2.5mm a b o v e  and  j u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
r i g h t  end o f  t h e  middle  a d d r e s s  l i n e .  

6. There  i s  a  d o t  between t h e  m i d d l e  and bo t tom a d d r e s s  l i n e s ,  about  
below t h e  "E" o f  "CENT" i n  t h e  stamp. 

7 .  The i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  s t a m p  ( e s p e c i a l l y  towards  t h e  u p p e r - l e f t  
c o r n e r )  i s  q u i t e  weak. 

8.  The f i n e  o u t e r  frame l i n e  i s  complete  a l o n g  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c a r d .  
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F i g u r e  2. P I ,  Die I 

D i e  I w a s  u s e d  t o  l a y  down t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  p l a t e s  o f  P1. I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
a l l  f o u r  p l a t e s  w e r e  l a i d  down a n d  p u t  i n t o  s e r v i c e  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same  
t i m e ,  a n d  a l l  p l a t e s  s h a r e  some g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  
below. Because no p l a t e  numbers have e v e r  been r e p o r t e d  from any o f  t h e s e  
p l a t e s ,  and because  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be  no  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e  p r o g r e s s i v e  s i g n  
o f  w e a r  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  d i e  a s  t h e  f o u r  p l a t e s  w e n t  down, I h a v e  s i m p l y  
d e s i g n a t e d  t h e s e  p l a t e s  "A", "B", "C" and  "D", t h e  o r d e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n o  
more t h a n  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which I i d e n t i f i e d  them. 

The f o u r  p l a t e s  s h a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s :  
1. There  i s  a  gu ide  d o t  abou t  2.5mm below t h e  l o w e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  of  

each s u b j e c t  (/I9 on F i g u r e  2). 
2. There  a r e  v e r t i c a l  and h o r i z o n t a l  gu ide  l i n e s  (p robab ly  c u t t i n g  

g u i d e  l i n e s )  a l l  around each  s u b j e c t .  That  i s ,  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  a t  
t h e  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t  e d g e s  a n d  down t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p l a t e ,  a n d  
h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  a n d  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  p l a t e  and  
b e t w e e n  e a c h  row o f  s u b j e c t s .  T h e s e  l i n e s  a r e  q u i t e  f a i n t  on 
p l a t e  "D". 

3. I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  no o t h e r  g u i d e  d o t s  ( excep t  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  d o t s  a l o n g  t h e  c u t t i n g  g u i d e s ,  p r o b a b l y  s o  
p l a c e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  drawing o f  t h e  l i n e s ) .  

To f u r t h e r  r e f i n e  t h e  i s s u e ,  i t  cou ld  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  gu ide  d o t s  a t  t h e  
l o w e r - l e f t  t e n d  t o  b e  l a r g e r  o n  p l a t e s  "A" a n d  "D" t h a n  on p l a t e s  "B" and  

I h a v e  n o t  y e t .  s e e n  a l l  40 s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  p l a t e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
s t a t e s ,  b u t  I h a v e  s e e n  m o s t  o f  them.  S l i g h t  d o u b l e - e n t r i e s  a r e  n o t  
uncommon, b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  q u i t e  m i n o r .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  m i s p l a c e d  e n t r y  ( s u b j e c t  /I1 of  p l a t e  "C"). 



I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  p l a t e s  were  used i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  
o f  1871.  T h e r e  may h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p r i n t i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  a l l  
c o p i e s  a r e  a  v e r y  p a l e  b l u e  on  a  s o r t  of  " l a id - look ing"  paper. Some t i m e  
e a r l y  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  p l a t e s  "A", "B" a n d  "Ct' h a d  t h e  s t a m p s  ( o n l y )  r e - e n t e r e d  
( s u b j e c t s  f r o m  p l a t e  "D" h a v e  n o t  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ) .  I n  m o s t  
c a s e s ,  t h e  work  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  d o n e ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  d o u b l i n g .  
However, t h e  e n t i r e  i m p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  s t amp ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f i n e  l i n e s  of  
t h e  c i r c u l a r  p o r t r a i t  b o r d e r  a t  t h e  upper  l e f t )  i s  much c l e a r e r .  On many 
s u b j e c t s  a  d o t  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  s c r o l l w o r k  b o r d e r  a t  t h e  
r i g h t ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  bo t tom of  t h e  s t amp (810 on F i g u r e  2). 

I n  t h e  summer o f  1872, a  f i f t h  p l a t e  was l a i d  down. I have a lways  assumed 
t h a t  t h e  same working d i e  was used  f o r  t h i s  p l a t e  a s  f o r  p l a t e s  "A" - "D", 
b u t  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  d i e  d i f f e r e n c e s :  

1. The s tamp i m p r e s s i o n  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  weak. 
2. The d o t  be tween  t h e  m i d d l e  and bot tom a d d r e s s  l i n e s  ( i t e m  ( 6 )  i n  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  l i s t e d  f o r  Die I )  i s  no l o n g e r  p r e s e n t .  
3 .  The o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  a l o n g  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c a r d  i s  b r o k e n  ( s e e  

b e l o w , a n d  F i g u r e  3 ) .  

I t  c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  be t h a t  t h e  s l i g h t  d i e  d i f f e r e n c e s  no ted  cou ld  be due 
t o  t h e  use ,  pe rhaps ,  o f  g r e a t e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  rock  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t s .  I don ' t  

r' 
know; o t h e r  d i e  d e t a i l s  r e m a i n  a s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two p l a t e s .  A t  any r a t e ,  
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  l a y i n g  down t h i s  p l a t e  ("Elf), t h e  f i n e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  
a l o n g  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c a r d  d e v e l o p e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  b r e a k s .  T h e s e  b r e a k s  
a p p e a r  p r i m a r i l y  t o w a r d s  t h e  l e f t  and  r i g h t  e n d s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  o f  
t h e  top.  The damage a p p e a r s  t o  have been s u f f e r e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  
o f  t h e  p l a t e .  A l l  s u b j e c t s  s e e n  s o  f a r  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e g r e e  o f  
damage. 

F i g u r e  3 .  P1, P l a t e  "E" 



T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  p l a t e  "E" t h a t  d i f f e r  f r o m  
e a r l i e r  p l a t e s ,  a s  n o t e d  i n  F i g u r e  3: 

1 There  i s  no l o n g e r  a  g u i d e  d o t  below t h e  l o w e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
s u b j e c t s .  

2 .  There  a r e  c u t t i n g  g u i d e s ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  f o r  p l a t e s  "A" - "D", bu t  
( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l a t e r  s t a t e s )  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  d o t s  j u s t  above t h e  
h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e  a t  t h e  middle  and towards  t h e  ends  o f  each ca rd .  

3. The middle  d o t ,  above,  i s  p robab ly  now t h e  c a r d ' s  g u i d e  d o t .  

I have n ~ t ' ~ e t  s e e n  a l l  t e n  s u b j e c t s  of  p l a t e  "E" i n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e .  For  
t h o s e  I h a v e  s e e n ,  I c a n  s a y  t h a t  m i n o r  d o u b l e  e n t r i e s  a r e ,  a g a i n ,  n o t  
uncommon. However, s u b j e c t  /I1 h a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good doub le  e n t r y .  

Whether o r  n o t  i t  was a  new d i e  t h a t  was used t o  l a y  down p l a t e  "E", t h a t  
d i e  ( w i t h  t h e  t o p  f r a m e  l i n e  q u i t e  b r o k e n )  was  u s e d  o n e  m o r e  t i m e ,  t o  d o  
some r e - e n t e r i n g  on p l a t e  "C". So f a r ,  I have s e e n  o n l y  one s u b j e c t  from 
t h i s  p l a t e  r e - e n t e r e d  (and t h e r e  i s  some r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
o n l y  one),  and t h i s  c a r d  a p p e a r s  a t  abou t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  
from p l a t e  "C", r e - e n t e r e d  w i t h  a  c o m p l e t e l y  new d i e  ( s p r i n g  o f  1873). I t  
cou ld  be t h a t ,  a f t e r  u s i n g  t h e  new d i e  t o  l a y  down a  c o u p l e  o f  new p l a t e s ,  
someone d e c i d e d  t o  do some r e - e n t e r i n g  on p l a t e  "C" t h e n ,  m i s t a k e n l y ,  used 
t h e  o l d ,  soon- to -be -d i sca rded  d i e  f o r  one o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s .  

The new d i e  ( ~ i e  1 1 )  i s  n o t  t o o  t e r r i b l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  D i e  I;  t h e r e  a r e  
some new marks,  and some marks f rom Die I a r e  miss ing .  However, t h e r e  i s  - 
l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  i s  t r u l y  a  new w o r k i n g  d i e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h a t  t h e  
s e v e r e  damage t o  t h e  t o p  o u t e r  f r ame  l i n e  i s  s i m p l y  no  longer  i n  evidence.  
D e t a i l s  o f  Die I1 a r e  a s  f o l l o w s  ( F i g u r e  4): 

F i g u r e  4 .  P1, Die I1 

1. There  i s ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  most ,  o n l y  a n  e x t r e m e l y  f a i n t  t r a c e  o f  t h e  
d o t  under  "0" of  "POST". 

2.  T h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b r e a k  i n  t h e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e  a t  t h e  



bot tom o f  t h e  c a r d ,  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  t i p s  of  t h e  two s c a l l o p s  t o  t h e  
l e f t  o f  t h e  i m p r i n t .  

3.  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  c l e a r  d o t s  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  ( t o p  and  b o t t o m  o f  
t h e )  "TIt o f  "THE", a t  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  c a r d .  

4. The d o t  n e a r  t h e  u p p e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  ornament  i s  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  and 
c l e a r .  

5. The d o t  a b o v e  a n d  r i g h t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  e n d  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  a d d r e s s  
l i n e  i s  s t i l l  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  v e r y  f a i n t .  

6 .  The d o t  between t h e  midd le  and bo t tom a d d r e s s  l i n e s  i s  no l o n g e r  
p r e s e n t .  

NOTE: Many s u b j e c t s  ( i n  some s t a t e s ,  a t  l e a s t )  h a v e  t h e  f r a m e  l i n e  
b r e a k  ( f 2  above) r e p a i r e d  by re touch .  Sometimes t h e  r e t o u c h  i s  
j u s t  o f  t h e  broken s c a l l o p s ;  on some s u b j e c t s  ( i n  some s t a t e s ) ,  
t h e  r e t o u c h i n g  i s  more e x t e n s i v e .  

D i e  I1 w a s  f i r s t  u s e d  t o  l a y  down p l a t e s  "F" a n d  "G", w i t h  s u b j e c t s  f r o m  
t h e s e  p l a t e s  f i r s t  a p p e a r i n g  a b o u t  A p r i l  o f  1873.  The new d i e  was  t h e n  
u s e d  t o  r e - e n t e r  p l a t e  "C", a s  n o t e d  above .  By t h e  e n d  o f  1 8 7 3 ,  a l l  
e a r l i e r  p l a t e s  ("A" - "E") were r e - e n t e r e d  a t  l e a s t  once  w i t h  Die 11. 

P l a t e s  "Ftl a n d  "G" s h a r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h i c h  d i f f e r  f r o m  
e a r l i e r  p l a t e s ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

1. T h e r e  i s  a  g u i d e  d o t  b e l o w  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  e a c h  s u b j e c t ,  a b o u t  
2.5mm b e l o w  t h e  o u t e r  f r a m e  l i n e ,  u n d e r  t h e  "o" o f  "Note" i n  t h e  
i m p r i n t  (87 on F i g u r e  4 ) .  

2. T h e r e  a r e  no  l o n g e r  c u t t i n g  g u i d e s  a l l  a r o u n d  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  
T h e r e  a r e  l i n e s  a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  p l a t e ,  a n d  s h o r t  l i n e  
segments  between some h o r i z o n t a l  p a i r s  of s u b j e c t s  on t h e  p l a t e ,  
a t  l e a s t  i n  some s t a t e s .  

I have a l r e a d y  ment ioned t h a t  p l a t e s  "A" t o  "E" were  r e - e n t e r e d  w i t h  Die 
11; n o  new g u i d e  d o t s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  p l a t e s  "A", "B", I'D" o r  "E" t o  d o  
t h i s .  However, p l a t e  "C" h a s  had g u i d e  d o t s  added,  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
d e s c r i b e d  f o r  p l a t e s  "F" a n d  "G". The d o t s  a p p e a r  f r o m  t h e  t h i r d  s t a t e  
onward. 

A s  r e - e n t e r i n g  o r  r e t o u c h i n g  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  on  a  p l a t e ,  d o t s  w e r e  
a r b i t r a r i l y  p l a c e d  a b o u t  2-3mm t o  t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  u p p e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
c a r d  (+I8 o n  F i g u r e  4 ) ;  a l s o  on  o r  j u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  o u t e r  f r a m e  
l i n e  a t  t h e  r i g h t ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t a m p  ( # 9  on  
F i g u r e  4).  T h i s  i s  t r u e  f o r  a l l  P1 p l a t e s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  
i s s u e ,  b u t  i s  s o m e w h a t  h a p h a z a r d  ( s o m e t i m e s  t h e  d o t s  w e r e  p l a c e d ,  
sometimes t h e y  w e r e n ' t ) .  

The seven  p l a t e s  s o  f a r  d e s c r i b e d ,  w i t h  f r e q u e n t  ma in tenance ,  seem t o  have 
been enough u n t i l  e a r l y  1875, when a n o t h e r  p l a t e  ( p l a t e  "H") was l a i d  down 
a n d  p u t  i n t o  s e r v i c e  ( f i r s t  u s e ,  May o f  1875) .  A new d i e  w a s  u s e d  f o r  
t h i s  p l a t e  ( D i e  111, w h i c h  w i l l  b e  d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w ) ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t h i s  p l a t e  was  

p s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e - e n t e r e d ,  D i e  I1 w a s  u s e d .  D i e  I11 w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  n e v e r  
used again.  D e t a i l s  of  Die I11 a r e  a s  f o l l o w s  ( F i g u r e  5): 

1. The o u t e r  f r ame  l i n e  i s  c o m p l e t e  a l o n g  t h e  bottom. There seems 
t o  be  some i r r e g u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Die I1 b r e a k s ,  b u t  
t h e  l i n e  i s  unbroken and t h e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  n o t  r e touched .  



2. The d o t  n e a r  t h e  u p p e r - l e f t  c o r n e r  ornament i s  gone. 
3. There  a r e  s e v e r a l  new c o n s t a n t  d o t s :  

A. Be low,  b u t  c l o s e  t o ,  t h e  i n n e r  f r a m e  l i n e  a t  t h e  t o p ,  a b o v e  
t h e  f i r s t  "A" o f  "CANADA"; a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  "D" o f  "CARD" and  
t h e  stamp. 

B. J u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  t o p  shadow p o i n t  of  t h e  stamp. 
C. Above t h e  "AD" o f  "CANADA" and t h e  "R" o f  "CARD" 
D. A  few o t h e r s .  

4. The d o t s  l e f t  o f  t h e  "T" o f  "THE" a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t .  

',THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE. WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

F i g u r e  5. P1, Die I11 

P l a t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  p l a t e  "H" a r e  a s  fo l lows :  
1. A p l a t e  n u m b e r  h a s  b e e n  s e e n ;  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  a n  "8", q u i t e  

f a r  a b o v e  a n d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  s u b j e c t  82 ( o n  t h e  s h e e t )  (415 on  
F i g u r e  5 ) .  

2.  T h e r e  i s  a  g u i d e  d o t  b e l o w  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  e a c h  s u b j e c t ,  a b o u t  
4.5mm below t h e  o u t e r  frame l i n e  a t  t h e  midd le  (/I6 on F i g u r e  5).  

3. There  a r e  no h o r i z o n t a l  c u t t i n g  gu ides ,  b u t  t h e  p l a t e  i s  framed 
w i t h  r u l e s  ( a t  l e a s t  t h e  t o p  and s i d e s ) ,  and t h e r e  i s  a  v e r t i c a l  
r u l e  down t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p l a t e .  

T h i s  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  b a s i c  n o t e s  f o r  t h e  e i g h t  P1 p l a t e s .  Most  o f  t h e  
p l a t e s  w e r e  u s e d  l o n g  a f t e r  P2 f i r s t  a p p e a r e d ,  and  s a w  many e p i s o d e s  o f  
r e - e n t e r i n g  and  r e t o u c h i n g .  Many o f  t h e  r e - e n t r i e s  a r e  f a b u l o u s ,  o f t e n  
s h o w i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  i m a g e s  ( i n  l a t e r  s t a t e s ) ;  s o m e t i m e s  
m u l t i p l e  e n t r i e s  a r e  d i s p l a c e d  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e .  A more comple te  
l i s t i n g  w i l l  be  g i v e n  l a t e r ,  b u t  a  q u i c k  summary o f  a c t i v i t y  f o r  P1 p l a t e s  
i s  g i v e n  on t h e  n e x t  page.  

A l t o g e t h e r ,  then ,  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  430 d i f f e r e n t ,  i d e n t i f i a b l e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  7 

P1. I have found a b o u t  65% of  t h e s e  s o  f a r .  There  i s  no doubt  i n  my mind 
t h a t  a l l  can,  and w i l l ,  be found; b u t  i t  may t a k e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  thousands  
o f  c a r d s ,  because  s u b j e c t s  from some s t a t e s  a r e  q u i t e  s c a r c e .  



PLATE 
A 
B 
C 
D 
E  
F  
G 
H ( 8 )  

FIRST USED 
mid-1871 
mid- 1871 
mid-1871 
mid- 1871 
s p r i n g ,  1872 
s p r i n g ,  1873 
s p r i n g ,  1873 
s p r i n g ,  1875 

LAST USED 
end of  1877 
end of  1877 
end of  1875 
end of  1876 
midd le  o f  1876 
end of  1876 ** 
middle  o f  1877 
end of  1879 

NUMBER OF 
STATES 

* I c u r r e n t l y  l i s t  f i v e  s t a t e s  f o r  t h i s  p l a t e , -  s t a t e s  3  and  4 may b e  
t h e  s a m e  ( o n l y  o n e  s u b j e c t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d ,  s o  f a r ,  i n  t h e  3 r d  s t a t e ,  
and t h i s  s u b j e c t  h a s  n o t  been found i n  t h e  4 t h  s t a t e ;  a l s o  t h e  p e r i o d  
of  u s e  o v e r l a p s  f o r  a l l  such c a r d s  found s o  f a r ) .  

** The 6 t h  s t a t e  may a f f e c t  o n l y  one s u b j e c t .  T h i s  p l a t e  was r e - e n t e r e d  
w i t h  P2 l a t e  i n  1877  a n d  s a w  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  1 8 8 0  
( f o u r  more s t a t e s ) .  

* *  I t  i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ,  even a f t e r  p l a t e  "F" was r e - e n t e r e d  w i t h  
P2, p l a t e  "H" was r e - e n t e r e d  a g a i n  (abou t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1879) w i t h  
t h e  P1, Die I1 frame. 

( t o  be c o n t i n u e d )  S teven  Whitcombe 

We w e r e  s o r r y  t o  l e a r n  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d e a t h s  o f  t w o  s t u d y  g r o u p  
members, Bernard  S c o t t  o f  Armdale, Nova S c o t i a ,  and Richard  Wilsey 
of  Edmonton, Alber ta .  We a l s o  d e e p l y  r e g r e t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  p a s s i n g  
of  John S i v e r t s  o f  Deleware,  a  fo rmer  c o l l e c t o r  o f  Canadian p o s t a l  
s t a t i o n e r y ,  and a  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f  BNAPS. 

-- - - - - - - - - - 

THE NEW WEBB'S - HINTS FOR USERS OF THE EARLIER EDITIONS 

To t h o s e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  e a r l i e r  e d i t i o n s ,  t h e  5 t h  e d i t i o n  o f  Webb's w i l l  
look f a m i l i a r  b u t  d i f f e r e n t .  To s t a r t ,  r e a d i n g  pages  i x  and x  shou ld  g i v e  
a n  i d e a  o f  t h e  b a s i c  c h a n g e s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  v a r i o u s  t e x t  n o t e s  a d d e d  
th roughout  t h e  c a t a l o g u e ,  and some o f  t h e s e  a r e  p robab ly  wor th  a  look. 

An a t t e m p t  h a s  b e e n  made i n  a l l  t h e  r e g u l a r  i s s u e  l i s t i n g s ,  e n v e l o p e s ,  
p o s t  c a r d s ,  p o s t  b a n d s  and  a i r  l e t t e r  s h e e t s ,  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l i s t i n g s  t o  
a c t u a l  o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  i t e m s .  T h i s  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d o n e  w i t h  n e w e r  
c o l l e c t o r s  i n  mind. The r e g u l a r  i s s u e  l i s t i n g s  were  becoming crowded w i t h  
h i g h - p r i c e d ,  r e l a t i v e l y  e s o t e r i c  i t ems .  The r e g u l a r  i s s u e  enve lopes  have 
been weeded down t o  a  s t r a i g h t  fo rward  b a s i c  l i s t .  

P One m a j o r  c h a n g e  i s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  " O f f i c i a l "  s e c t i o n  (pg.  106-1081 ,  
f o l l o w e d  by t h e  E l e c t i o n  E n v e l o p e  s e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
s t a t i o n e r y  c a t a l o g u e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  The s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  r e g u l a r  
i s s u e  i t e m s  a d a p t e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l  u s e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  L i g h t h o u s e  
K e e p e r  E n v e l o p e s  and  t h e  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  p o s t  b a n d s ,  a n d  i t  a l s o  
i n c l u d e s  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  i t e m s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  o f f i c i a l  government u s e  - 
s u c h  a s  t h e  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  e n v e l o p e s  a n d  a d d r e s s  l a b e l s  a n d  t h e  r e c e n t  



T 
t e s t - m a i l i n g  e n v e l o p e s .  A g a i n  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s t a t i o n e r y  c o l l e c t i n g  i n  
m o s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  " O f f i c i a l "  l i s t i n g  i n c l u d e s  o n l y  i t e m s  i s s u e d  f o r  
d e p a r t m e n t s  o r  a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government,  o r  f o r  t h e  Pos t  O f f i c e  
i t s e l f .  I f  you cannot  f i n d  an  i t e m  you a r e  look ing  f o r ,  and  i t  l o o k s  ---- 
o f f i c i a l ,  look i n  t h e  " O f f i c i a l "  s e c t i o n .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  s t a n d a r d  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  
George V r e g i s t e r e d  envelope ( p r e v i o u s l y  EN331 h a s  been pu t  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  
s e c t i o n  and renumbered a s  RE1. 

P r e c a n c e l l e d  m a t e r i a l  h a s  been s e p a r a t e d  o u t ,  and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  methods o f  
l i s t i n g  t h e  p r e c a n c e l l e d  e n v e l o p e s  a n d  p o s t  c a r d s  a r e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t h e  
n o t e s  on p a g e  i x .  

The p r o o f  and  e s s a y  s e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  r e n u m b e r e d  - t h e  o n l y  
s u b s t a n t i a l  renumbering i n  t h e  c a t a l o g u e .  

S p e c i f i c  Changes 
- EN7 and EN8 have been f o l d e d  i n t o  EN5 and EN6. Th is  a l s o  a f f e c t s  EN14f 

and EN14i t h a t  have been f o l d e d  i n t o  EN14c and EN14d. 
- Based on e a r l i e r  f i n d i n g s  of t h e  Study Group, EN55 h a s  been f o l d e d  i n t o  

EN54, and EN62 i n t o  EN60; s i m i l a r l y  EN29b, EN29c have been f o l d e d  i n t o  
EN29, EN29a and EN40d, EN40e i n t o  EN40, EN40a. 

- The a i r  l e t t e r  s h e e t s  A17 and A18 have been f o l d e d  i n t o  A13 and A14. 
- The Edwardian enve lope  d i e  v a r i e t i e s  have been dropped. These may be ,---. 

added i n  a  l a t e r  e d i t i o n  a s  an  Appendix w i t h  pho to-en la rgements  t o  show 
t h e  d e t a i l s .  

- I n  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  I s s u e  r e v a l u e s ,  b o t h  e n v e l o p e s  a n d  p o s t  c a r d s ,  t h e  
l i s t i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  g r o u p e d  by s t y l e  and  p u t  i n  o r d e r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
i t e m s  r e v a l u e d ;  we hope  t h i s  w i l l  make t h e s e  i s s u e s  e a s i e r  t o  work 
wi th .  

- An a t t e m p t  h a s  been made t o  d e f i n e  t h e  t h i c k - s o f t  s t o c k  o f  t h e  Admiral  
i s s u e .    any c o l l e c t o r s  may n o t  l i k e  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  b e c a u s e  some o f  
t h e i r  t h i c k - s o f t  e x a m p l e s  w i l l  n o t  q u a l i f y  - b u t  we b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  
what was t r a d i t i o n a l l y  meant f o r  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  

- P o s t  c a r d  h e a d i n g s  a r e  now f o u n d  on t h e  l a s t  f o u r  p a g e s  o f  t h e  
ca ta logue .  We p laced  t h e  head ings  t h e r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  a d v e r i s e m e n t s ,  t o  
make them e a s y  t o  l o c a t e .  Heading t y p e  4  i s  now broken i n t o  t y p e s  4A, 
4B and 4C, b u t  a s i d e  from t h i s  t h e  head ing  t y p e s  have n o t  been changed. 
They have,  however,  been r e o r d e r e d ,  s o  t h a t  ( f o r  example) t h e  f o u r  1 / 2 ~  
c a r d  head ings  a r e  grouped t o g e t h e r  on t h e  same page. 

Two C o r r e c t i o n s  
The c a t a l o g u e  c o n t a i n s  a  f e w  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r s  and  a t  l e a s t  o n e  
a c c i d e n t a l  o m i s s i o n  ( a l r e a d y  r e p o r t e d  by John Aitken).  A l i s t  w i l l  appear  
i n  a  f u t u r e  i s s u e  o f  PSN. However ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  i t e m s  f o r  w h i c h  
t y p e s e t t i n g  problems have made t h e  c a t a l o g u e  l i s t i n g s  confusing.  

page 8 1  - The f i f t h  i t e m  under  t h e  Arch I s s u e  should read :  
P43h 1 ~  g r e e n ,  t y p e  1, d i e  I1 (P43)  ......... 100.00 

page 86 - The second i t e m  from t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  page shou ld  read :  
RKP106f 8 ~  s l a t e ,  t y p e  1,  on cream, 5  314" x  7  112" 

(146 x 192) ..... 5.00 7.50 



P S p l i t  Numbers 

Members may wish  t o  t a k e  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i tems.  I n  each 
c a s e  i t e m s  g r o u p e d  u n d e r  a  s i n g l e  n u m b e r  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Webb's Ca ta logue  have been g i v e n  two o r  more d i f f e r e n t  numbers i n  t h e  new 
f i f t h  e d i t i o n .  

EN739 EN73b ( p g *  1 9 )  
P29b, P29q (pg.  801,  P29r ,  P29s (pg.  81)  
P38a (pg.801, P38c (pg.  8 1 )  
P43a (pg. 801,  P43h (pg.  81)  
P62b (pg.  801,  P62j (pg.  81)  
P66c (pg. 801,  P66s (pg.  81)  
RKP83g, PKP83j (pg.  85)  
RKP85b, RKP85d (pg.  8 5 )  
KP94a, KP94m (pg. 83)  
KP94g, KP94n (pg.  8 3 )  
RKP97a, RKP97e (pg.  8 6 )  
HKP941, HKP94o (pg.  87)  
RKP101, RKPlOlc, RKPlOld (pg. 86)  
RKP103, RKP103f (pg. 86)  
HKP104d, HKP1041 (pg.  87)  
P106b, P106j (pg. 78) 
Nfld .  P13, Nfld.  P13a ( ~ g .  127)  

P 
I n  t h e  r a i l w a y  v i e w s  t h e  CPR m u l t i c o l o u r ,  a n d  GTR, now h a v e  a n  a d d e d  "K" 
column f o r  t h e  2~ Admiral  d i e  I A  ca rds .  A Canadian P a c i f i c  c a r d  f o r m e r l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  "I" column migh t  now be "I" o r  "K". Grand Trunk Rai lway 
c a r d s  f o r m e r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  "H" column may now be "H" o r  "K". 

B i l l  Walton and E a r l e  Cover t  

ERP UPDATES 

Updates t h i s  i s s u e  a r e  from A r t  K l a s s ,  C o l i n  Campbell and Mike Sagar .  

P29k Dec. 6 ,  1921 P30a June  26,  1924 P42g J u l y  24,  1930 
P50c Jan .  10,  1932 P62 Nov. 23,  1935 P62e A p r i l  24,  1936 
P65 Oct. 24,  1936 P74b May 1 5 ,  1952 P88 May 10 ,  1955 . 
P94i  A p r i l  22, 1966 W2b J u n e  25, 1885 ( 1 )  

(1)  The d a t e  i s  from a  Swiss  r e c e i v i n g  c a n c e l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  usage may 
have preceded t h i s  d a t e  by some t ime. 

Railway View Card ERPs 
CPR-F36 May 1 ,  k914 CPR-H38 Oct. 18, 1916 (2)  CPR-C75 Mar. 18, 1919 
CPR-B73 ~ e p t .  28, 1922 (3 )  CPR-D66 Oct. 21, 1927 (4 )  GTR-B32 April  17, 1898 
GTR-El4 June 9, 1915 GTR-F55A Dec. 24, 1914 GTR-K17 Nov. 25, 1915 
GTR-J28 Jan. 29, 1923 CNR-B12 Feb. 12, 1930 CNR-D2 Oct. 14, 1929 

P ( 2 )  a  new ERP f o r  t h e  "HI' s e r i e s  
( 3 )  a  t e x t  d a t e  f o r  a  p r e v i o u s l y  u n l i s t e d  card .  A r t  K lass  shou ld  be 

c o n g r a t u l a t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  t u r n i n g  up t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  copy of  
CPR-B73 -- t h e  o n l y  1~ o r a n g e  s e p i a  v i e w  c a r d  t h a t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  
r e p o r t e d .  A r t  t u r n e d  t h i s  up a t  t h e  G a r f i e l d - P e r r y  show l a s t  March i n  
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Cleveland where  he  and I s p e n t  t h e  weekend. I t  was t h e  o n l y  r a i l w a y  
v i e w  c a r d  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  show,  w h i c h  h a d  a l m o s t  n o  C a n a d i a n  
s t a t i o n e r y  o f  a n y  s o r t .  He g a v e  t h e  c a r d  t o  me t o  c h e c k  h i s  n u m b e r ,  
w h i c h  I d i d  q u i c k l y  - i t  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  B c o l u m n ,  and  a  q u i c k  r u n  
down t h e  t i t l e s  showed it was  B73.  A r t  took g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n  f i n d i n g  
h i s  f i r s t  u n l i s t e d  r a i l w a y  v i e w  c a r d  ( c o s t  $151, and  I s u s p e c t  e v e n  
more a t  my c a s u a l  g l a n c e  t h a t  missed  what i t  was. 

( 4 )  a  t e x t  d a t e ,  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  d a t e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h i s  c a r d  

A l s o ,  m a n u s c r i p t  d a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  o n  CPRlA ( ~ u l y  1 1 ,  1 8 9 8 )  and 
CPR-El7 (May 19,  1914). However, we a c c e p t  m a n u s c r i p t  d a t e s  a s  ERPs on ly  
f o r  i t e m s  f o r  which no postmark o r  t e x t  d a t e  c o p i e s  a r e  known. 

B i l l  Walton 

WHO WAS THE USER ? 

Can a n y o n e  h e l p ?  The " c u t - o u t s "  shown b e l o w  a r e  f r o m  p r e c a n c e l l e d  
envelopes .  A l l  have been known f o r  a  long  t i m e ,  b u t  I have n o t  been a b l e  
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  u s e r  o r  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e  e n t i r e s  (d imens ions ,  
f l a p  e t c . ) .  A l l  t h r e e  " c u t - o u t s "  a r e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  same  company i n  
G a l t ,  O n t a r i o .  Any i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  i t e m s  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  
a p p r e c i a t e d .  

George Manley -l 

EN502-777 poor white paper (~lcut-outsw 3 1/4" lonq) 
(1) Can 1 printing in brown, double line at upper right in black 
(2) Can 1 printing in red 
(3) Can 1 printing in black 


