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A Novel Ontario Hydro Private Order Reply Card 

Recently a reply postal card, one cent + one cent, of the George VI Issue has 
been found with a return address to: 

THE HYDRO-ELIECTRIC PO'IJER COMMISSION 
OF ONTARIO 

C/O MR. M. D. KAYE, Supto, 
MATHESON, 
ONTARIO 

The most unusual feature of t h i s  card i s  the arrangement of the  message and 
reply halves with respect t o  each other. 

REGULAR CONFIGURATION HYDRO CARD 

The headings on the card a r e  Webb types 5 and 12 (Higgins & Gage types 14 and 
16) but are not ident ica l  t o  those used on the  normal reply cards. 'It is  not 
known whether the Post Office supplied the blank reply cards t o  Ontario Hydro 
who had a private pr in ter  apply the headings, or if the  headings were done by 
the security printer t o  Hydro specifications. Unlike the normal reply cards 
the Hydro card is  rouletted at the fold. 

A reasonable number of the  message portions ( type 5) of these cards a r e  known, 
and there were many printings. Does anyone e lse  have an unsevered pair  o r  a 
separate reply portion (Qpe  l.2) of the George VI Hydro cards? 

Earle Covert 

C 

Postal Stationery Notes is the  newsletter of the W S  Postal 
Stationery Study Group, and is  co-edited by Earle Covert and Robert 
Lendre. All information f o r ' t h e  newsletter, and correspondence 
about the  study group, should be addressed to: Robert Ismire, 
Box 549, Pinawa, Man. , Canada ROE 1LO 



ERP s - 
This is  the fourth installment of our l ist of ERPs. A few new dates have been 
r e ~ o r t e d ,  but there must be many others i n  the collections of our members. Among 
t h e  ERPs sent i n ,  one problem has been noted. This concerns paper stock on the  
postal cards. The terms "thick sof t  cardtt, tlyellow &raw cardw and t l c l ~  toned 
card" mean dif ferent  things t o  d i f ferent  people. Eventually the  Study Group will 
have t o  reach conclusions concerning descriptions of paper stock used f o r  p r e p r i n g  
postal staticmery items. Certainly the  items cannot be distinguished from 
photocopies. Comments and discussion on t h i s  topic  would be most welcome. ' 

Unti l  the  problem is solved, photocopies should not be sent f o r  early dates  where 
the  dated item d i f f e r s  from another only by the  paper stock. For example, the  ERP 
f o r  P17 is Jan. 21,1899. If you have a copy of P17, P17a o r  P17b which has an 
e a r l i e r  date than t h i s ,  then it should be reported. However, a t  this time, no 
seperate l a t e r  dates  should be reported f o r  Pl7a o r  P17b. I n  a l l  cases a report of 
a new e a r l l e s t  date  should be accompanied by a photocopy of the  front  and the  back 
of the item. If possible, bring your card stock variety ERPs t o  BNWEX. 

This l i s t i n g  gives ERPs f o r  the  Admiral Issue postal cards. There was a wide 
variety of card stock used f o r  t h i s  issue. Cne is  a sof t  th ick  cal.d which i s  
denoted as "mimeow stock in some catalogues (including Webb's). This was simply 
the  stock normally used during one part icular  period. A s  noted above, there i s  a 
subjective element in the  description of card stocks. Therefore, f o r  t h e  present, 
please hold reports on ERPs on the  so-called mimeo cards of t h e  Admiral issue. 

This issue was in  use f o r  a long period of time. There are d i e  va r i e t i e s  not 
l i s t e d  in the Webb or-Riggins & Gage catalogues and, also,  some minor va r i e t i e s  i n  
the  se t t ing  of the headings. These w i l l  be dea l t  with i n  a later newsletter, and 

. 
the current catalogues a r e  the  bas is  f o r  the U a t  given here. The stat ionery is  
arranged by Webb catalogue number, with t h e  Higgins and Gage number in parentheses. 

Postal Cards - 

? 
? 

Feb .. ' 22,1927 
April 25,1925 
PCarcki 23,1928 

? 
April 3,1917 
April 23,1921 
Dec. 27,1915 
Feb. 26,1918 
Oct. ? ,1916 
Julg 11,1914 
Jan. 25,1915 
Nov. 25,1920 
Sept. 9,1913 
April 28,1920 
Oct. 12,1915 
June 2,1915 

? 
Dee. 17,1913 
Nov. 7,1913 

Nov, 30,1925 
A x .  30,1927 
Oct. 1,1922 
May 2,1929 

? 
Feb. 13,1922 
Nov. U,1921 
May ? ,1929. 
Mar. 23,1922 
Jan. 2,1929 
Dec. 12,1921 

? 
? 

Sept . 23,1924 
April 2,1928 

1 
Dee. 11,1929 
Mar. 1,1927 
Nov. 14,1922 

? 
Nov. 5,1925 
Nov. 19,1915 
April  .15,1911, 



Postal Car& (cont. ) 

P33 ( Jan. 3,1921 * 
P33a (47) Sept. 8,1916 
P33b (47a) Jan. 10,1923 
P33c (41) -31,1915 
P33d (42) Jan. 25,1916 
P33e (35) July U,1915 
P33f (36) July 5,1915 
P33g (36a) Sept. 9,1920 
P33i (37) June 25,1915 

(38) Sept. 1,1915 
P33J P33 k (38.a) Sept. 21,1920 
P33 1 A=. '3, 1917 
P33m (Its] ( 49 Oct.4,1917 

# "POST CARD etc" 63mm long 
+ as P29 j but "POST CARD etc" 69m long 

NEW ERPs ( f o r  items on previous l i s t s )  

ENIl NOV. 1,1898 E N 1 h  Sept. 3,1904 
EN3la Sept. 24,1925 m35a Sept. 22,1926 
P23 Jan. 28,1904 . P24 Dec. 29,1903 

(62) Dec. 9,1925 
(67) Dec. 21,1927 
(55) M8s 31,1922 
(72) Dec. 14,1928 
(53) Oct. 2,1922 
(53a) h v .  19,1922 
(73) Aug, 27,1929 
(54) Juls 12,1922 
(32) Sept. 2?,1912 
(58) Jan. 22,1923 

* A considerably e a r l i e r  date 
has been noted in  the  
printed message .. . on a copy 
of P33. . 

ENl3a June 16,1900 
EN37 April 17,1931 
L6 Oct. 21,1898 

- B i l l  Walton 

NEW - CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY 

As most of you. a r e  aware, new postal  s tat ionery ,items -were issued by Canada Post this 
past March. A new aerogramme (60$),of the  6 W e  as the prevlous 35$ issue, has 
a picture of a Pacific skyline. Transportation designs have been used f o r  the  new 
304 envelopes and postal card. As usual the envelope i s  available in the #8 and #lo 
sizes.  The postal  card is  available as a single and i n  a 10-on format. The minimum 
purchase of the 10-on cards is usually a package of 100 sheets of 10. The 3-011 
rouletted cards avai lable f o r  previous i ssues  w i l l  apparently not be released. 

The envelopes have a securi ty printing reading: 
CANADAPOSTCORPORATIONSOC~CANADI~ESP~TES . 

I Par t icular ly on the #lo envelopes, the: colour of the security printing varies(from 
turquoise t o b l u e ) #  Fluorescence of the  paper a l s o  varies  marked*, even within a- 
package of 25 envelopes. Mck Staecker suggests tha t  the fluorescent stock is  
found with the blue securi ty printing, the d u l l  stock with the turquoise printing. 
Can anyone f ind  an exception t o  this? 

A post of f ice  source has indicated tha t  the  new envelopes, which have four l i n e s  at  
the upper l e f t  f o r  a return address, m y  ..soon be changed t o  eliminate these l ines.  
The reason fo r  t h i s  is the  d i f f icul ty  of aligning printed return addresses with the 
Unes  . 
One special  order item with the  new design has been noted. The Quebec Ministry of 
Social Affairs continues t o  use prestamped,kraft window envelopes. According t o  a 
Quebec dealer, the  envelopes a r e  supplied t o  welfare recipients  to  mail a form t o  
the Ministry. The next cheque i s  not sent  unless this form i s  received. 



NOTSS ON PROBLENS WITH POSTAL CARD STOCK (1928- lqm 

The f i l e s  13-12-5 and 13-13-10 of the Canada Post Office contain correspondence and 
information re la ted  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered with postal  card stock in the l a t e  
19209s and ear ly  1930's. This a r t i c l e  i s  an attempt t o  summarize why and when the 
aost  Office decided t o  issue f a i r l y  small numbers of printed matter r a t e  cards on 
a thick sof t  card stock sui table  f o r  mimeograph printing. Similar stock ( the 
so-called "mimeow stock) continued t o  be used in small. quanti t ies  from 1932 - 1975. 
About 1920 some Admiral Issue cards were prepared on a similar so f t  card stock, 
but, a t  present, there is no evidence t h a t  t h i s  was deliberate. These e a r l l e r  
cards w i l l  not be discussed fur ther  here. 

The information below has been obtained with t h e  help and cooperation of the 
Kational Postal Museum, and I wish t o  express m y  thanks t o  the s taf f  who took time 
t o  help me w i t h  my research even though they were i n  the  midst of preparing fo r  
the opening of the i r  new Wellington St. location in 1980. 

I n  October of 1928, a l e t t e r  from a Nelson B.C. engineering firm t o  the  
postmaster general indicated t h a t  a d i f f i c u l t y  had been encountered in applying 
ink t o  the then current postal  card stock a s  follows: 

111 am enclosing in  with this l e t t e r  two pos ta l  cards of which we have been 
using a large number i n  the  past, mimeographing a message on them and mi- 
them. 

We use from 1 0  t o  1300 of these cards every month and we f ind a l o t  of 
d i f f i cu l ty  with them taking the  ink as you will see from one of them, and I 
ai writing you at  t h i s  time asking whether it is  possibly ( s i c )  t o  obtain . 
supplies of one cent and one-half cent cards made upon a rougher cardboard and 
not a hard surface l i k e  those t h a t  a r e  being supplied a t  post offices,  and i f  
these a r e  not obtainable, may I ask your careful  consideration t o  the  
advisabi l i ty  of issuing cards which w i l l  take printers  ink. . . . n 

According t o  a memorandum from H. E. Atwater, Financial Superintendent o f t h e  
Post Office t o  M r .  Taylor, Accountant in Charge, Postage Stamp Division (dated 
November 27, 1928) arrangements had by then been'made t o  provide ... a quali ty of paper f o r  a proportion of postcards manufactured f o r  t h i s  

Department which would enable commercial. concerns and others using such 
cards f o r  printing purposes t o  use them without having the ink blot  as it 
does on the current issue. ... l1 . 

Cn January 4, 1929 a memorandum from the  Postage Stamp Division advised t h a t  
" ... 97,000 special  post cards t o  be used on mimeograph work have been receiv.ed 
at the Postage Stamp Mvfsion today. ... ". 
Poshas ters  in Montreal,Ottawa,Quebec,London,Hamilton and St. John were Wormed 
of the ava i l ab i l i ty  of the  new cards, while postmasters i n  Vancouver,Regina, 
Calgary,Winnipeg,Toronto and Halifax were to ld  t o  requisi t ion a small quantity 
of t h e  cards t o  be kept on hand. Postmasters were a lso  requested to ascertain 
from purchasers. whether o r  not cards were t o  be used f o r  mimeographing. These 
l e t t e r s  were sent  out on January U., 1929. Apparently the 97,000 cards .were . . 

only the first par t  of a larger  order, a8 l a t e r  correspondence refers  t o  226,800 
c a d s  i n  stock a t  the Postage Stamp Division. These cards were, of course, 
printed by the Canadian Bank Note Co. 

Fihcn the contract fo r  pr int ing postal  cards was t r a n s f e r d  t o  the Br i t i sh  
American Bank Note Company on April  1, 1930, T.R. Legault, Acting Accountant in 
charge of the  Postage Stamp Mvision recommended tha t  fur ther  cards f o r  



mimeographing purposes not be manufactured "until  it has been ascertained that  
there w i l l  be a demand fo r  same. " . He also suggested that  demand f o r  & and 
l& cards on such stock would be very small. The postmasters t o  whose offices 
the special cards had been sent were polled and no demand for  the cards was 
noted. A portion of the reply from the postmaster of Vancouvwr is  of interest.  

"One cl ient  who was prepared t o  use fairly large quantities found them to be 
unsatisfactory because of the fac t  that  they have a tendency t o  double in 
the mimeograph, due, he believes, to the ambunt of starch on the face. ... ". 

The results  of the survey led t o  a quly 5,1930 memorandum from H.E. Atwater (financial 
superintendent) t o  T.R. Legault which read i n  part . . . Mr. Legault is advised that 
immediate steps a re  t o  be taken t o  cancel all arrangements fo r  use of special paper 
fo r  advertising Post Cards. ... ". 
However, various postmasters still had over 200,000 of the special cards (printed by 
the Canadian Bank Note company) on hand. On February 25,1931 M r .  Legault wrote t o  Mr .  
Atwater ' 

n A s  requested in the Financial Superintendehtfs memorandum of the 2 l s t  instant in 
regard t o  post cards printed from special stock f o r  printing purposes, the 
undersigned would respectfully suggest that  the 201,800 one cent mimeograph poat 
cards now held in atock be disposed of through Postmasters i n  the regular way as 
ordinary post cards. Although the atock used i n  the manufacture of those cards 
was much inferior  t o  the one now being used, being a l o t  more absorbent, as such 
cards are of the one cent denomination, mast of which are used for  printing 
purposes, it i s  not expected that  the difference would even be noticed in such a 
small quantity. 

' 
Such procedure was followed by the Postmaster a t  Winnipeg i n  order t o  dispose of 

the original quantity which was sent him years ago and the undersigned is  not aware 
that  any complaints were ever received. Such information was received from the 
Postmaster in a l e t t e r  dated June 17th, 1930. A s  the above suggestion seems to be 
the only possible way of disposing of such cards, the cost of manufacture of which 
was $250.00, it seems preferable t o  t r y  and dispose of same i n  t h i s  way rather than 
destroy them. ...n . 

The card referred to is  probably a variety of the 14 orange blank business card of the 
Admiral Issue, d ie  111, (Webb P29a, H G  #66)although it is possible it i s  a card from 
the Scroll  Issue (Webb P38, H&C #80). The cards were probably printed on a somewhat 
softer card stock than the normal cards, and given the low demand, most w i l l  be dated 
a f t e r  February 1931. Earl ier  dates should also be found, and these should include 
most copies from Winnipeg. The card stock was probably not nearly as  dist inctive a s  
the thick soft stock used l a t e r  (e.g. Webb P43e, P52d (HE # 1 ~ a ,  U6a) etc. ) for  
preparing cards suitable for  mimeograph work. It also i s  probably less  dist inctive -: 
than the soft stock used normally around 1920 (e.g. Webb P27b, H&G #46a). This card 
stock variety does not appear t o  have been noted in any catalogue, nor do I have a 
copy. Nevertheless, it should be possible t o  find examples. Cards such as  the 2# 
green of the Scroll  Issue should provide a good indication of what was considered 
normal card stock during this peiriod. . .  . 

- .  
. .. 

t o  be continued Robert Led re  
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EARLIEST REPORTED POSTMARKS OF GEORGE V & V I  PRECANCEr.r;ED-POSTAL ZgLNERY ENVELOF'ES 

I have been collecting P R E C A N O  postal  stationarg f o r  about six years and have " .  

been recording all possible Fnformation I could obtain from other collectors. Since 
precancels a r e  not dated I should Uke t o  note dates of postmarks or  other information 
that  would indicate when a certain precancel was used. The following is suuunary of 
the record which has been compiled., 

. . .. . . - - . ... : - . . . --.. . .-- 

TOWN AND USER PRECANCEL WEBB NUMBER NOTES 

unknown -CANADA POST ENSO2-lob July 26,1927 probably bought 
unknown OFFICE direc t  from stock - tt EN502-40a NOV. 30,1927 o 

Calgary 
Radio Sunday School -CANADA POST EN503-43 Sept. 2,1931 

OFFICE - 8160 EN522-40 Feb. 7,1934 date of contents 

Perth - 
Hemy K. Wampole -PERTH.DNT. EN5M-40a May 22,1925 - '1 EN503-35 Nov. 14,1931 -- 4030 EN503-35 Sept. 24,1932 with advertisement 

Peterborounh 
The De Lava1 Company -CANADA POST EN5O2-50a Sept. 1,1927 no form date 

OFFICE 

Toronto 
Abbott Bros. 

Oct. 13,1928 
Nov. 15,1930 
Sept. 22,1931 
Dec. 10,1931 
Jan. 4,1932 
Feb. 23,1932 
Apr. =,I932 
May 23,1932 
Sept . 15,1932 
Oct. 24,1932 
Mar* 23,1938 
July 24,1939 
Dec. 15,1939 
D ~ c .  27,1939 
May 18,1940 
Oct. 19,1940 

EN519-10a May 20,1932 

form date -8-28 
tl " -10-30 ' 
It w -7-31 
tt  -10-31 
lt " -10-31 
It tt -1-32 
It . * -2-32 
tt " -5-32 
tt " -7-32 
t t  " -9-32 
tt  " -2-38 
n " -3-39 
tt " 08-39 
tt  " -10-39 
11 .-2-40 
n -8-40 

Bell Gouinlock & Co. -TERMfL EN5m-503 May 2,1930 noted only 
STN. A 

- 4530 EN519-30 May 18,1932 cream paper - n EN519-30 Nov. 10,1932 white paper 

371 Bloor St ree t  West - 4530 EN503-10 Oct. 1931 noted only 

Catholic Church 
Extension Society - 4530 EN525-10d Aug. 9,1951 black precancel - tt EN525-10d Dec. 10,1951 red precancel - 1t EN527A-10a Dec. 17,1951 red precancel 



TOWN AND U B  PRECANCEL - 
Wm. Dawson Subscription 

Service - 4530 

Dominion Bank Building - =lL 
STN. A 

Dominion Envelope & 
Cartons - 4530 

Grand & Toy - 4530 

McLeod,Young,Weir & Co. - TERMlL 
( ~ e t r o p o l i t a n  ~ u i l d i n g )  STN. A - I t  

Marks Stamp Co. - 4530 - tt 

Page-Hersey Tubes Ltd. - 4530 

*What the Income Tax -TERMlL 
Inspector ..." STN. A 

Winona 
W.A.Baisley & Co. 

Jan. 2,1929 

NOTES - 

Aug. 16,1926 double sided 
pennysaver f l ap  

Jan. 9,1930 single sided 
pennysaver f l ap  
printed i n  orange 

June ll,1930 single sided 
pennysaver f l ap  
printed i n  black 

Nov. 2,1931 
Mar. 3,1932 

Jan. 13,1942 very late date of 
use 

.I 

Mar* 1924 

Editor* s note 
This l i s t i n g  is not part of our regular l i s t i n g s  of e a r l i e s t  daCes, but supplies 
supplemehtary information. Correspondence concerning the  dates should be directed 
t o  kr. Manley. It i s  hoped t h a t  additions to  the list will appear in  Postal 
Stationery Notes. 

Questions and Answers 

~ 6 ,  Recently I was shown three  copies of what looked, at  f i r s t  glance, to be 
used examples of Webb EN74a (QE II second Karsh por t ra i t  issue 2$ green #lo). 
A l l  three envelopes have the  same printed corner (Figure 1). The f i r s t  copy, 
postmrked Aug. 1962 has the  usual "FUIIL OPZN FOR POSTAL INSPECTION' notice 
on the.back. The type used f o r  the l e t t e r ing  and the length of the message 
(39mm) i s  the same as a l l  copies I had previously seen. However, the  other 
two copies (postmarked Oct. 1962 andAug. 1964) had s e r i f s  on the l e t t e r s  of 
the  inspection notice and the not ice itself was l&mm long t The two var ie t ies  
are shown i n  Figure 2. The knife and stamp impression i t s e U  appeared identical  
t o  those of other copiea of E m .  C a n  anyone tu rn  up copies from a di f ferent  
user? Is t h i s  a private order envelop? Please ewmine your copies of EN74a 
~efully. (J.D.A.)  

(note: Figures a r e  on page 30) 



If not delivered in 5 days return to 
P u l l  OPEN FOR POSTAL INSPECTION 

TIPER POUR INSPECTION POSTALE n o d  

Ontario Tender Fruit Growers' Marketing Board 
BOX 252 

P U L L  O P E N  F O R  P O S T A L  I N S P E C T I O N  
St. Catharines. Ontario 

~ l n a n  POUR IN SPEC^ t c N  P O S T A L E  variety 
I 

Figure 1 

Q7. I n  a recent sa le  held by Robert A. Lee a copy of A23 without a stamp.impression 
and with a specimen overprint i n  red (36mm x5mm) was sold. Can anyone shed 
any l i g h t  on the background of this item3 (E.L.c. ) 

THZ 36 CB I1 CAMEO ISSUE #10 ENVELOPE WITH POINTED FLCU' - AN UPDATE 

I n  response t o  a request i n  Postal Stationery Notes - Vol. 1, No. 2 several members 
have sent d e t a i l s  concerning copies of this envelope. A summary of the  results:  

unused 

30 copies - no printed corner 
1 COPY - handstamp on the  back: 511 - 548 Granville St.,Vancouver B.C. . 

1 COPY - Windsong Farms ; ( B. c . ) - Nov. 16,1965 
1 copy - N.W. Stamp Co., Edmnton(handstam )- Nov. 26,1966 
1 COPY - cut down piece (Edmonton cancel P - Nov. ,1965 

2 ~ 4 m m  messane - 
unused -- 

none reported 

used - 
2 'copies - St. Pault s Church, 227 Blmr S t ,  Esst 

Toronto 5, Ont. - one dated Dec. 6,1967 
1 COPY - N.W. Stamp Co,, Edmonton (handstamp) - Oct. 26,1965 
3 copies - no printed corner - postmarked 1 )  Bellevl l le  Mar, 7,1966 

2) Montreal Dec. 22,1965 
3 )  st. Thomas Sept. 29,1971 

It can be concluded tha t  the  var ie ty  with the long message was f a i r l y  w i d e 4  - 
distr ibuted with the e a r l i e s t  da te  f o r  e i the r  being (so far) Oct. 26,1965. More 
used copies (especially from the  N.W. Stamp Ca. ) should be found eventually. 

If you have not y e t  sent in details of your copies, please do so. Th i s  list w i l l  
be updated again in a later nsmrhetter. (reports  received from Dick Staecker, Earle 
Covert, John Aitken, Tom F l y n ~ ,  John Robb, Robert Lemire) 

. . 


