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THE "SUN LIFE" PERFINS
THE DIFFERENT 5-DIE SUN LIFE PERFORATORS

A LOOK AT THE 19 PERFORATORS USED IN CANADA -
by Conrad M. Tremblay
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This second article will give you the opportunity to have a

closer look at all the perforators used by the Sun Life Assurance

Company in Canada. The punches from the various 5-pattern perfor-

ators are grouped here all together to give you the chance to

check some of your stamps perfinned by this pattern. Starting by

the next issue of this paper, you will have the results of the

research I have done for-each perforator. Also, I will reproduce

for you all the slogan cancels used-during that era of my study -

1930 -- 1935. by each post office where these perforators were

used. This later information will give you an extra tool to iden-

tify faster and more accurately a greater number of your S-11

perfins, being in many cases the only way to classify them, spe-

cially when the perfin is incomplete or show a split perforation.

The originals for the following reproductions were made from

accurate vacuum-made contact prints and show clearly the true

appearance of the pattern for reliable references.

The plating for 11 perforators is completed leaving unfinished

the following perforators: 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, and 18. For

the perforators used in these cities, I have shown the 5 patterns

but not in the proper sequence as they appear in the perforator

from left to right. However, for the perforator No. 15 and 16,

the pattern shown in position 1 (on the left) belong to that

po siboil in h e pia V 1ng. Aso :i of the pcr1orator No. 18, the

patterns in position 1 and 2 belong there in the platizig.

Consequently , I will absolutely need your help before the plating

of the last 8 perforators can be possibly completed.

Finally take note that the distance between each pattern is

approximate. Only a punch from the perforator showing the 5 pat-

terns on a strip of stamps or plain paper would give us an exact

image of the spacing between them.



THE DIFFERENT 5-DIE SUN LIFE PERFORATORS

1 - HALIFAX, Nova Scotia

2 - SAINT JOHN, New Brunswick

3 - QUEBEC, Quebec

4 - TROIS-RIVIERES,. Quebec
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5 - SHERBROORL, Quebec
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6 - OTTAWA , Ontario

7 - NORTH BAY, Ontario

8 - TORONTO, Ontario

9 - LONDON, Ontario

10 -- GUELPH, Ontario

11 - WlII;DSOR, Ontario
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12 - PETERBOROUGH, Ontario

13 - FORT WII,LIM S, Ontario

14 - WINNIPEG, Manitoba

15 - REGINA, Saskatchewan

16 - SASKnTvt:_., ac.::bc.trc hc.Vc,^l

17 - ED ?OIL T ON, Alberta

W :1 W :1
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18 - CALGARY, Alberta

19 - VANCOUVER, British Columbia

-11-

I left extra spaces between illustrations in case you want to add
your owm comments, use them as worksheets or any other kind of use.

how YOU can help in the Sun Life study:
- By sending a list of your S-11 holding of issues and positions
for each of the perforator.
- Where the plating is not completed, by sending for a contact
print by me any of your large regular or commemorative stamps,
pairs or multiples where 2 or more patterns are shown. Also of
great help in many cases are the split punches showing part of 2
patterns on the small regular issues.
It is only with these on hand that I can complete the plating of
the last 8 perforators. In return, it will"be my pleasure to .-
assist you with the problems you may have in identifying some of
your troublesome perfins with incomplete patterns or with many
holes missing, etc.

1'.v personal thanks for those who rave me their full confidence
and collaboration, namely Jean-Guy Dalpo, Jonathan Johnson and
Gary Tomasson for lending me for study their collection of S-11
or all their duplicates, and of course., also to those who already
sent me a list of their holdings, issues and positions of S-11's.
Note: Although the period of study for the plating of the S-11
perforators was between 1930-35 , period selected from the mate-
rial I. had on hand, the survey and study starts with the first
issue to the last.

Being in the process of reproducing all slogans 1 can find used on
S-il perfins on a piece or envelope, I would appreciate receiving
a photocopy of the ones you may have in your collection for the
benefit of all the other perfinners interested in that kind of
documents. You can reach me at: Box 85, St. Gabriel de Brandon,
Que. , JOI; 21;O. 1,1any thanks in advance for your collaboration.
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