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A MUCH-TRAVELLED RE-DIRECTED SOLDIER'S
LETTER--By David H. Whiteley

I recently obtained this illustrated cover. It was scnt by surface
mail from New Westminster, B.C. on Aug 5/1 PM/1942 to "R.57754, Sgt.
Dieringer, c¢/o American Eagle Club, London, England" (crossed out in
blue crayon). It has a London receiver "2:15 PM/2 SEP/42" and a black

straightline "2-SEP 1942, Inltlally it was redirected to the "Sgts.'
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A red manuscript "Transferred to |l

R.C.A.F. Manchester" was also L -
crossed out then endorsed "1LU0 to 14 O0.T.U." Two forms "Post-54/40 P
& S/1140/RECORDS SHOW ADDRESS AS /IF MOVED, MAIL SHOULD BE RE-

DIRECTED/TO NEW ADDRESS" labels are attached. The top one reads "REPAT
149 3Q". .It appears that at sometime this letter was re-directed to
P.D.C. W. Kirby (West Kirby, Cheshire). A red manuscript "Return to

, RCAF Base P.0." and a purple straightline "ADDRESSEE RETURNED TO CAN-
ADA"™ are on the front.

On the reverse thére are several backstamps including "London 2 SEP 42",
"Ramsey 3 SEP U2", and somewhere in "Rutland Co. 1 DE 42", A purple
"CANADIAN BASE POST OFFICE C.P.O. ENTERED 7 DEC 1942", a purple "CAN-

FHK KKK [Contd. ]
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ADIAN BASE POST OFFICE OVERSEAS C.P.C./RCAF/SECTION/DIRECTORY SER-
VICE/20 JAN 1943", a purple "CANADIAN BASE POST OFFICE OVERSEAS
C.P.C./RCAF/SECTION/DIRECTORY SERVICE/25 JAN 1943", a blue "OTTAWA,
ONT. M.P.O. 304 FEB 23 1943", and finally a purple straightline date
of "MAR U 1943" are all marked on the back of the cover. Even though
the cover's travels from Canada to the U.K., its travels around the
U.K. and back to Canada are complete, we still cannot be sure that
the addressee finally received his letter.

XXX XX

Dear Fellow CMMSG Members:

Late spring is here and the early flowers are just beginning to poke
their heads out and it must be time for another Newsletter! I hope

all is well with everyone as it is here in "rainy" Saskatchewan. Mem-
bers' support with material is most appreciated and you will see some
wonderful articles included within this edition. Please don't forget
that the Newsletter is also a great research tool and members fre-
quently request information--please help all of us if you can and par-
ticipate! Thank you!

This will be the final Newsletter before BNAPEX '99 in Vernon and it

is hoped that we can have a tremendous turn-out for our Study Group
meeting. It is also hoped. that the BNAPS award honouring the late E.R.
"Ritch" Toop (one of our previous Study Group Chairmen) will be in

place for the Convention. Our present Chairman, Bill Bailey, hopes

to see everyone at the show (plans are still tentative for your Editor!).

Unfortunately it is not known if the PHSC's "Ritch Toop Award" was pre-
sented at ORAPEX '99 but a salute goes to our own Bob Toombs (details
elsewhere).

Bill and I want to extend our very best for the upcoming summer months
and hope that it is safe and sunny (and not too co0l for our members
south of the Equator!)The next Newsletter will be issued in late Aug-
ust/early September. Until then, keep cool and dry!

FREXRXX

A WARM WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO:
JEROME C. JARNICK, 108 DUNCAN DR., TROY, MI USA u48098-4613--Collects ?

XXXXEX

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

PETER J. MCCARTHY, 573 GRIFFITH ST., LONDON, ON N6K 255

DR. E.L. COVERT, 187 W. 200 S AVE., RAYMOND, AB TOK 250

ERIC P. YENDALL, CANADIAN EMBASSY, 23 -STAROKONYUSHENNY PEREULOK,
121002 MOSCOW, RUSSIAN FEDERATION

¥ERXXXXE

CANADIAN MILITARY HISTORY L.__.___”

This publication is an excellent magazine for anyone interested in
Canmadian military history (non-postal history though!). It is issued
four times per year for $32 (international subscriptions are $27 US).
Lots of superb photo illustrations (often archival), in-depth articles,
and new subscribers receive a free introductory issue! Contact C.M.H.,
Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, ON, N2L 3C5.

XXXXXX
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A PREVIOUSLY UNREPORTED HOSPITAL SHIHIP

HANDSTAMP--By John IFrith

I acquired this illustrated postcard which has a handstamp used Dy
H.M.H.S. Letitia that I don't believe has been recorded elsewhere.
The obverse of the card shows the ship in her hospital colouring of
white with a broad green horizontal stripe containing three large

red crosses. The double-bordered oclogonal-shaped handstamp (blue)
reads as follows: 'H.M. HOSPITAL SHIP/No............../MAR. 19, 1917/"LE-
TITIA"',

c ﬂ %: s d sy J¥ g S
lpnjn ,5?) L}%}:’C)S—T CAﬁ R}w HQQWT:\.I_: k
B I’hu space may. b used lar Inland pma!;e i S TR bl

potage jo sl Dritish nies ‘I':l"j LDependencics, and * EII (ron a'mmuu th‘.vl.' }I

i

ofl

Letitia  (1912)  Anchor-Donasldson Line.

Built by Scolt's Shipbuilding & Engincering Co.. Greenock,
Scalland. Inlmngc 8.991. Dimensions: 470" x 56°. T'win.
screw, 1414 knots. Triple expansion engines. “T'wo masts and
une funuel Pnswnpcrs 300 second umi 1,000 third. Lost by
stranding neor Halifax, Angust 1, 1917, while buing used ac
u hospital ship, Note: Quite similar to her.running mate
_the Saturnia.

The Letitia served with the Royal Navy from November 18, 1914, most

actively in the Mediterranean Service (1), until joining the Canadian
Service on April 13, 1917. She had a crew of 60, carried 550 patients
and 60 C.A.M.C. personnel, and made five Urips carrying a total of
2,635 patients between Liverpool. and Halifax (2 & 3). She was run
onto the rocks by her pilot ten miles outside of Halifax at 10:15 a.m.
on her final voyage on August 1, 1917 (2).

It should be noted that a later handstamp used by Letitia was illus-
trated in NL 68, p. U57.

References:

(1) Plumbridge, John H. Hospital Ships and Ambulance Trains. London, U.K.:

Seeley, Service & Co., 1975.

(2) A short history of the ship, written and signed by her Captain G.M.
Davis on a postcard of the ship dated August 6, 1917, is in the
writer's personal collection.

(3) Macphail, Sir Andrew. Official llistory of the Canadian Forces in the

Great War 1914-1919, The Medical Services. Ottawa: King's Printer,

1925.
¥ KK KR
BNAPEX '99 STUDY GROUP MEETING

Member Joe Smith has kindly volunteered to conduct a short p?e§enta—
tion on his family's connection with the Cdn. Siberian Expeditionery
Force. Thanks Joe! We're looking forward to it.
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THE R.C.A.F. IN WEST AFRICA--By W.G. Robinscn
Numerous R.C.A.F. personnel were stationed along the aircraft sta-
ging route through Africa. One of the largest bases was at Takoradi
Airfield, near Accra, in the Gold Coast.

This cover was mailed by an R.C.A.F. Flight Sergeant to Orillia,

tario. It bears a censoring officer's signature, the handstamp of
R.A.F. Censor No.164, and has been re-sealed by a gummed label read-

ing "Wt.41421/1820.8000M. 1/42 R.M.Ltd. 51-4090.".

On-
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It was mailed from Field Post Office 175 on July 28, 1944. Accord-
ing to Proud, this canceller was lost in Greece in 1941 and not used
again. A backstamp shows examination by R.A.F. Base Censor No.5 (Gi-
braltar) on July 28, 1944, The return address is "c¢/o Postal Hdgrs.

British West African Forces".
¥REXEEHR

GREAT WAR POSTMARKS RE-VISITED--By David Whiteley

I attended the Military Study Group Seminar during the BNAPS Conven-
tion several years ago in which the First World War Canadian AFPO's
were discussed. I came across an article written in 1967 by Dr. W.M.
Carstairs entitled "Canadian Forces Postmarks, 1885-1919" in Stamp
Collecting Weekly, October 26, 1967, p.451. In view of the discussion
in Edmonton I thought that Carstairs' remarks regarding External Camps
during the Great War is worth repeating for member's interest. The
last paragraph is particularly significant where Carstairs states
"Even now, 50 years after their usage, it is difficult to be dogmatic
about the listing given here, and it is hoped that there are not too
many inaccuracies." Another 32 years has passed since Carstairs pen-
ned those words and judging from the previous discussions in Edmonton,
there is still considerable confusion regarding the usage and locale
of many of the cancelling devices used during the Great War. Perhaps
this abbreviated article will solve some problems and enable others to
approach the subject with an open mind. [I often find these earlier
[Cont'd.]
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articles and works of interest,
new information--much of which comes within the Newsletter.
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although they are often updated with

The ar-

ticle is a good introduction for basic information but members are
cautioned that much has passed in the last 32 years to perhaps update
Ed.]

some of the findings.
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(continued from
page 449) Fig.7

A rubber hand-stamp was used at Camp Borden, and
roller cancellations at Aldershot Camp, Camp Borden,
Camp Hughes, Niagara Camp (Fig. 6), and Petawawa Camp
for parcels, packets and newspapers,

Machine cancellations were used bricfly at Camp Borden,
Toronto and Valcartier Camp.

Nearly all these cancellations were made between 1909
and 1919, and the survivors were still in use at the outbreak
of World War II. Therefore they can be sought for on the
stamps of this period, but particularly on the Admiral issues
of 1912-22.

External Camps

So much for the camps in Canada, We must now go back
to the beginning of the war to record some of the date-
stamps used outside the Dominion,

The first contingent of the Canadian Expeditionary Force
concentrated at Valcartier in August 1914, and then sailed
for England, taking with them several Expeditionary Force
postmarks (Fig. 7), which were used on Salisbury Plain until
the contingent embarked for France in February 1915,

The different sub-types of these altractive postmarks are
almost impossible to separate; suffice it to say that the rubber
hand-stamps differ from the steel ones by their purple colour
and coarser lettering. They are usually found cancelling
British K.G.V {d. and Id. stamps. A smaller type also
exists, but only proof impressions are known.

Certain Canadian base units remained in England through-
out the war, and many G.P.O.-pattern date-stamps were
issued, but they seem to have been used only as receiving or
forwarding marks and are, thus, rarely seen. Examples of
the types used are: the double-ring circle (Fig. 8); the regis-
tered oval (Fig. 9); and the skelcton mark (Fig. 10), here
mis-spelt REGISTEPED. A few dalc-stamps were also produced
with C.F.r.0. above, and numbers from “1 E" to “8E"
below,

In addition to these elusive camp postmarks, cancellers
were also required at the Dominion Army Letier Office and
the Canadian Record Office. The Dominion Army Letter
Office, or D.A.L.O., was part of the Home Depot of the

Fip. 8.
StaMP CoLLECTING WEEKLY, Ocfober 26th, 1967

Fig. 0.

LEE R B R

Army Postal Service in Regent's Park, London, and was
responsible for the sorting and distribution 'of mail between
Canada and units in England, France and other theatres
of war.

The postmarks were standard G.P.O. pattern, inscribed
“D.A.L.O, London", as Fig. 11. The letter * R " above
the date signifies registered usage. More usually, * A ™ or
“B"™ are seen.

Fig. 10, Fig. 11.

The Canadian Record Office was situated at Green Arbour
House, Old Bailey, E.C.4, and dealt with the redirection of
mail returned via the D.A.L.O. A single-ring dafe-stamp
wilh CANADIAN RECORD OFFICE above and POSTAL DESPATCHED
was one of the postmarks used.

The Canadian contingent crossed to France in February
1915, and soon became integrated with the Allied Armies
already there. Eventually, there were 150,000 Canadians on
the Continent. I understand that about two-thirds of them
formed the four Canadian Divisions which made up the
Canadian Corps. The remaining 50,000 men were attached
to formations other than Canadian and used the British
Army postal services.

The Canadian Corps, at the height of its operations, had
31 post offices apen, using standard G.P.O. equipment—the
double-ring circle. Until 1917, the suffix ** X " was employed
for Canadian units, but, to avoid confusion with the Tenth
British Corps, it was then altered to** P "', A second altera-
tion took place in 1918-19, when a few posl offices were re-
numbered in the * C* series (the * C™ being a prefix).

The original list, then, was as follows:—

H.Q. Canadian Corps: Field Post Office HX.

4 Divisional H.Q. P.O.s: Field Post Offices D.X. 1-4

12 Infantry Brigade P.O.s: Field Post Offices 1X-12X

1 Cavalry Brigade P.O.: Ficld Post Office C.X. 1.

4 Divisional Railhead P.O.s: Army Post Offices R.X. 1 4.

5 Divisional Train P.O.s: Field Post Offices T.X. 1-4 and

T.X.

1 P.O. for Canadian Corps Troops: Ficld Post Office DX,

1 P.O. for Training & Reinforcement Camp: Army Post
Office S.84.

1 Base Depot P.O. (at Etaples): Army Post Office 5.22
and:— | Postal Record Office.

In the 1917 renumbering scheme, H.Q. Canadian Corps
used Ficld Post Office date-stamp ** H.P.L.""; the Divisional
P.Os used “D.P.I " to “ D.P4™; the Cavalry Brigade,
* C.P.1."; and the Divisional Trains, " T.P.I "to“ T.P.4 ",
Ficld Post Office ** T.P.5 " was a new one for a proposed
filth division. The Army Post Offices, being stationary, as
opposed to mobile, offices probably remained the same.

In the last re-shuffie many of the post offices had closed,
and so only a few numbers can be found. For example,
Ficld Post Office ** 7.P " became * C.7".

Postmarks can also be found for the 2nd Canadian Section
at Rouen and the 11th Canadian Section at Etaples. Even
now, 50 years aflter their usage, it is difficult 1o be dogmalic
about the listing given here, and it is hoped that there are
not tpo many inaccuracies.

(Continued on page 453)
451
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CANADIAN FORCES BASF (K)-KINGSTON

llere is a cover showing an unusual regisltered usage from CFB Kingston
in May 1988. Given Lhe rather low registration number of "52" for May,
one might presume that these various markings will be somewhat diffi-
cult to find in the future. The cover was sent to CFB/BFC Bagotville.
Are any of our members currently studying these modern markings? It may
be an interesling area to pursue.
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EDMONTON '99 SPRING NATIONAL SHOW éb

Congratulations are due to members who received awards at this show
recently held in Edmonton. Bob Toombs was awarded a Silver for his
exhibit as well as the PHSC's E.R. "Ritch" Toop Award. It was entitled
"Canadian NATO Mails, 1951-64". Steve Luciuk's "Saskatchewan and Mili-
tary Conflict, 1885-1945" (Display Class) was awarded a First, and D.
Mario's "For Valour: The Victoria Cross" (Display Class) received a

Second. Congratulations also to non-military exhibitors: Ken Barlow,
Earle Covert, and Joe Smith.
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THE RCMP IN HAITI--By Wilf Whitehouse
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UNSMIH @ MANUH

UNITED NATIONS SUPPORT MISSION IN HAITI
MISSION D'APPUI DES NATIONS UNIES

08 VEE .
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Dawson CREEK,
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Although I've seen this particular U.N. cancel on a couple of occa-
sions in past Newsletters, the corner card on this cover above might
be of interest to some people [the cover has been reduced from a no.
10 size for illustration purposes. Ed.]. I would have thought that
the RCMP had their own corner card, and perhaps they did, but this
fellow just happened to use this one.

XXX RKH®

NO.2 SQN., CANADIAN AIR FORCE--By A.D. Hanes

Dave sent in these two very rare postcards from Upper Heyford, Great
Britain identified from a member of No.2 Squadron, C.A.F. Both are
dated 1919.
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A CURIOUS "0.A.S." MARKING (1952)--By Doug Sayles
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The above is a CFPO 27 cover, dated "21 V 52", which unfortunately
doesn't photocopy well. This is the first time I've seen this "OAS"
("On Active Service") handstamp. I would guess that it was to empha-
size the post-free status of this soldier's letter. Was this applied
at the Unit level or is it a marking applied by the Postal Corps,
either in Korea or Vancouver? It seems redundant because the writer
put "On Active Service" at the centre top of the envelope.

XEEXXEX
DUES OVERDUE? If there is a red star on p. 403 it denotes that dues
have yet to be received by Bill. This will be your last Newsletter if

dues are not sent. Please send Bill the nominal payment or advise him
that you no longer wish to receive the Newsletter. Thank you!

—
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G.A. DREW IN THE GREAT WAR--By J.C. Campbell

George Alexander Drew was born in Guelph, Ontario on May 7, 1894, He
enlisted in 1914 at age twenty, going overseas with the ST
Canadian Artillery. Severely wounded in 1916, he

was invalided to Canada in 1917 and was dis- Gayge
charged from the Army in 1919. Alexander

Drew's military service involved both the
Militia (11th, 16th, and 6Uth Batteries) a

iy

Ireut. Geo. A. DRENY
09 "Woc Iwiich -8tL", ¥t e

the Canadian Expeditionary Force, Canadian Field Artillery. His fa-
vourite article of clothing was his red and blue artillery tie. He
served as President of the Canadian Artillery Association in 1932-
33. Colonel Drew was [also] a prolific writer [and] two of his books
were The Truth About the War (1928) and Canada's Fighting Airmen (1930).

Perhaps best known for his public service, George Drew was called to
the Bar of Ontario in 1920, practiced law in Guelph, and [was] later
named Master of the Supreme Court of Ontario in 1929. He was elected
to the Ontario Legislature in 1939 and became Premier of Ontario from
1943 until 1948. Elected leader of the Progressive Conservative Party
in 1948, he became Leader of the Opposition in the House of Commons
from 1949 until 1956. Resigning that seat he became Canadian High Com-
missioner to the United Kingdom from 1957 until 1965.

George Drew died in Toronto, Ontario on January U4, 1973.
Wk %R RF

FPO 469 RE-VISITED--By W.J. Bailey

Bill writes: "About FPO 469 [NL 138, pp.382-83]. It was reported lost

by enemy action Dec. 3, 1943 in Proud's "British" book (Vol.III, p.402).
The "Canadian" Proud book lists Algeria, Sicily, and Italy (1 CRG--1
Canadian Reinforcement Group) for SC U415 not 415. SC 415 used the Brit-
ish FPO 600 as their datestamp. SC 3 could well have used FPO 469

[Cont'd.]
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at 1 C.A.R.U. They did move the British FPO cancellers around and
I am always making minor corrections. The C.0.P.D. in London used
SC 20 as well as SC 2 and FPO 469 was originally sent there. Any-
way, John has quite a rare cover therel!"

EFEEXRESR

RESEARCH TOOLS NOW AVATLABLE E;%

Members are fully aware of non-philatelic research sources which
help to "add more to the story" about their covers and military
postal history. Access to Internet sources recently (especially
archival) has "opened the floodgates" and members may find the fol-
lowing particularly useful: '

1) The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has introduced a website

at www.cwgec.org which will certainly benefit philatelic military re-

search. The Debt of Honour Register provides personal and service de-
tails and places of commemoration for the 1.7 million members of the

Commonwealth forces who died in the two world wars. 1t is now possi-

ble to search for individual casualties and obtain a record of their

service details. Generally, the information gathered from the website
will include: full name, service number, regiment/unit/squadron/ship,
age and date of death, place of commemoration (cemetery plot/memorial
panel), name of next of kin and home town. Details of the 60,000 ci-

vilian casualties of the Second World War are also available. Best of
all, the service is FREE!

For those of us not "online", the CWGC will provide its traditional
service for individual searches at £2 per name. Contact the CWGC at
2 Marlow Road, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7DX, U.K., or fax: 01628 771208.

FEEKKE
...Speaking of the 'Net, John Frith now has an email address and in-
vites all those looking for covers to contact him:

johnfrith.sudburystamps@sympatico.ca
X¥ K ¥R

1937 CANADIAN CORONATION CONTINGENT....AGAIN!

[Cont'd.]
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The preceding 1937 Coronation Contingent cover was seen recently in

a U.K. auction (Cavendish). It is similar to Doug Sayles' cover (in
NL 139, p. 391) but it has 3d in postage. Doug's cover has generated
some interest among the members and Ken Barlow responded: "...the
Coronation cover...was interesting but the 13d rate was a regular
rate to all of the world for a single-weight letter. No concession.
The postmark, May 13, 1937, pecinted out that it was an FDC of the
Coronation stamp". David Collyer also wrote in and added: "I was
interested in the 1937 Coronation Contingent cover...the 13d rate

was the Empire rate from the U.K. by surface to all parts of the Em-
pire. It is interesting to note the printing details of the envelope
visible in the bottom left-hand corner of the cover. "M.F." is "Mili-
tary Form" but there is something obscured between this and the number
"234" [with this second cover it's a "B"]. The second line gives the
number printed 500M which is generally taken as 500,000 and then the
date "9-36" (September 1936). This indicates that the envelope was
printed during the reign of Edward VIII but used during the reign of
George VI. Compared to the others on the list on p. 392 [NL-139],

Colonel Streight is fairly low-ranked". [Thanks Ken and David for
your insights on these most interesting covers. Ed.]
FREEKF

FIRST WORLD WAR INTERNMENT MARKINGS
FROM OTTAWA--By Steven Luciuk

The Editor of our Newsletter recently showed me a photocopy of a 1915
invoice from a Duncan, B.C. garage. The document and its handstamps
seemed familiar. It prompted me to go through some of my postal his-
tory files where I found a photocopy of the same invoice given to me
by Colin Campbell several years earlier [the invoice is reproduced
below at 65%. Ed.]
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Colin, with his usual thorough approach to postal history research,
came across the Duncan bill at an archives in Victoria. He was gath-
ering information for an article on the Nanaimo Internment Camp and
its scarce censor's handstamp. His article appeared in the Newsletter
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in 1986 (No.66, p. 439) and in a 1989 issue of the PHSC Journal
(No.58, pp. 28-29). Colin also provided Ritch Toop with a photo-
copy of the garage invoice. Presumably, this is how the intern-
ment markings and the same dates came to be illustrated on p. 152
of Canadian Military Postal Markings: 1881-1995 by W.J. Bailey and
E.R. Toop. This comprehensive and important publication, however,
does not note that the two 1915 handstamps were placed on an in-
voice rather than on a cover.
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One example of the Ottawa rectangular marking is known on a cover.
It was addressed to a P.0O.W. held in Brest, France. The cover was
formerly in the "Tocop Collection" and, in addition to the rarity

of the rectangular marking, is noteworthy for other reasons. Ca-
nadian censoring handstamps from the First World War, identifying
more than one location, are most unusual. Moreover the existence

of three different internment-related markings, all placed on the
cover's front, resulted in a remarkabie piece of mail. Incidentally,
only one other example of the Ottawa "Passed by Internment Censor"
circular handstamp has been reported on cover. It was dated May 17,
1917, close to two years after the one illustrated in this article.

The First World War internment era in Canada ended almost eighty
years ago. Unfortunately too little is known about the number of sur-
viving internment-related markings. Are there other covers showing
one or more Ottawa internment handstamps? Please contact the Editor
if you have information related to this question. [Thank you Steve
for showing us this rare cover. Can other members report additional
strikes or covers? Ed.]
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SMALL ADS

WANTED: Dept. of Militia and/or National Defence, Director of Records
covers, 1912-1955; RCAMC mail any period; covers from South Africa to
Canada 1942-45 with rectangular free franklnrr cachets. J.C. Johnson,

9604 Kalamalka Rd., Vernon, BC V1B 1L3 (3/5)
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