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A MUCH-TRAVELLED RE-DIRECTED SOLDIER'S 
LETTER--By D a v i d  H .  W h i t e l e y  

I r e c e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  c o v e r .  I t  was s c n t  by  s u r f a c e  
mail f r o m  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  B . C .  o n  Aug 5 / 1  PM/1942 t o  " R . 5 7 7 5 4 ,  S g t .  
D i e r i n g e r ,  c / o  A m e r i c a n  E a g l e  C l u b ,  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d "  ( c r o s s e d  o u t  i n  
b l u e  c r a y o n ) .  I t  h a s  a L o n d o n  r e c e i v e r  " 2 : 1 5  PM/2 SEP/42I t  a n d  a b l a c k  
s t r a i g h t l i n e  "2-SEP 1 9 4 2 " .  I n i t i a l l y  i t  was r e d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  " S g t s . '  

R. C .  A .  F .  M a n c h e s t e i - "  was a l s o  
c r o s s e d  o u t  t h e n  e n d o r s e d  11140 t o  14 0 . T . U . "  Two f o r m s  " p o s t - 5 4 ' / 4 0  P  
& S/1140/RECORDS SHOW ADDRESS AS / I F  MOVED, MAIL SHOULD BE RE- 
DIRECTED/TO NEW ADDRESS" l a b e l s  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  T h e  t o p  o n e  r e a d s  "REPAT 
1 4 9  S Q I 1 . - I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a t  s o m e t i m e  t h i s  l e t t e r  was r e - d i r e c t e d  t o  
P . D . C .  W .  K i r b y  (West K i r b y ,  C h e s h i r e ) . .  A r e d  m a n u s c r i p t  " R e t u r n  t o  

, RCAF B a s e  P . 0 . "  a n d  a p u r p l e  s t r a i g h t l i n e  "ADDRESSEE RETURNED TO C A N -  
A D A "  a r e  o n  t h e  f r o n t .  

On t h e  r e v e r s e  t h k r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  b a c k s t a m p s  i n c l u d i n g  " L o n d o n  2  SEP 4 2 " ,  
" R a m s e y  3 SEP 4 2 " ,  a n d  s o m e w h e r e  i n  " R u t l a n d  C o .  1  DE 4 2 " .  A p u r p l e  
" C A N A D I A N  BASE POST OFFICE C . P . O .  ENTERED 7 DEC 1 9 4 2 " ,  a p u r p l e  " C A N -  
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A D I A N  BASE POST OFFICE OVERSEAS C.P.C./RCAF/SECTION/DIRECTORY SER- 
VICE/20  J A N  1 9 4 3 " ,  a p u r p l e  "CANADIAN BASE POST OFFICE OVERSEAS 
C.P.C./RCAF/SECTION/DIRECTORY SERVICE/25  J A N  1 9 4 3 1 1 ,  a b l u e  "OTTAWA, 
ONT. M.P.O. 3 0 4  FEB 2 3  1 9 4 3 " ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  a p u r p l e  s t r a i g h t l i n e  d a t e  
of " M A R  4  1 9 4 3 "  a r e  a l l  m a r k e d  o n  t h e  b a c k  of  t h e  c o v e r .  E v e n  t h o u g h  
t h e  c o v e r ' s  t r a v e l s  from C a n a d a  t o  t h e  U . K . ,  i t s  t r a v e l s  a r o u n d  t h e  
U . K .  a n d  b a c k  t o  C a n a d a  a r e  c o m p l e t e ,  we s t i l l  c a n n o t  b e  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  a d d r e s s e e  f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  h i s  l e t t e r .  

Dear F e l l o w  CMMSG M e m b e r s :  

L a t e  s p r i n g  i s  h e r e  a n d  t h e  e a r l y  f lowers  a r e  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  p o k e  
t h e i r  h e a d s  o u t  a n d  i t  m u s t  b e  t ime f o r  a n o t h e r  Newsletter!  I h o p e  
a l l  i s  w e l l  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  a s  i t  i s  h e r e  i n  " r a i n y 1 '  S a s k a t c h e w a n .  M e m -  
b e r s '  s u p p o r t  w i t h  ma te r i a l  i s  most a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  y o u  w i l l  see some 
w o n d e r f u l  a r t i c l e s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n .  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  
t h a t  t h e  Newsletter  i s  a l s o  a g r e a t  r e s e a r c h  t o o l  a n d  m e m b e r s . f r e -  
q u e n t l y  r e q u e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n - - p l e a s e  h e l p  a l l  of  u s  i f  y o u  c a n  a n d  p a r -  
t i c i p a t e !  T h a n k  y o u !  

T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  f i n a l  Newsletter  b e f o r e  BNAPEX ' 9 9  i n  V e r n o n  a n d  i t  
i s  h o p e d  t h a t  we c a n  h a v e  a t r e m e n d o u s  t u r n - o u t  f o r  o u r  S t u d y  G r o u p  
m e e t i n g .  I t  i s  a l s o  h o p e d . t h a t  t h e  BNAPS a w a r d  h o n o u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  E . R .  
" R i t c h l '  T o o p  ( o n e  of  o u r  p r e v i o u s  S t u d y  G r o u p  c h a i r m e n )  w i l l  b e  i n  
p l a c e  f o r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  O u r  p r e s e n t  C h a i r m a n ,  B i l l  B a i l e y ,  h o p e s  
t o  see  e v e r y o n e  a t  t h e  s h o w  ( p l a n s  a r e  s t i l l  t e n t a t i v e  f o r  y o u r  E d i t o r ! ) .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  i s  n o t  known i f  t h e  P H S C ' s  " R i t c h  T o o p  Award"  was p r e -  
s e n t e d  a t  ORAPEX ' 9 9  b u t  a s a l u t e  goes t o  o u r  own Bob Toombs  ( d e t a i l s  
e l s e w h e r e ) .  

B i l l  a n d  I w a n t  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  v e r y  b e s t  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  
a n d  h o p e  t h a t  i t  i s  s a f e  a n d  s u n n y  ( a n d  n o t  t o o  c g o l  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r s  
s o u t h  of  t h e  E q u a t o r ! ) . T h e  n e x t  Newsletter w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  i n  l a t e  Aug- 
u s t / e a r l y  S e p t e m b e r .  U n t i l  t h e n ,  k e e p  c o o l  a n d  d r y !  

A W A R M  WELCOME I S  EXTENDED TO: 

JEROME C.  JARNICK, 1 0 8  DUNCAN D R . ,  TROY, M I  USA 4 8 0 9 8 - 4 6 1 3 - - C o l l e c t s  ? 

* * * # * *  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

PETER J .  MCCARTHY, 5 7 3  GRIFFITH S T . ,  LONDON, ON N6K 2 S 5  
D R .  E . L .  COVERT, 1 8 7  W .  2 0 0  S AVE.,  R A Y M O N D ,  AB TOK 2 S 0  
ERIC P .  YENDALL. CANADIAN EMBASSY, 23.STAROKONYUSHENNY PEREUIJOK, 

t 1 2 1  0 0 2  M O S C O W ,  RUSSIAN F E D E R A T I O N  

T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  m a g a z i n e  f o r  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
C a n - a d i a n  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y  ( n o n - p o s t a l  h i s t o r y  t h o u g h !  1.  I t  i s  i s s u e d  
f o u r  t imes  p e r  y e a r  f o r  $ 3 2  ( i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  $ 2 7  U S ) .  
L o t s  o f  s u p e r b  p h o t o  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  ( o f t e n  a r c h i v a l ) ,  i n - d e p t h  a r t i c l e s ,  
a n d  n e w  s u b s c r i b e r s  r e c e i v e  a f r e e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  i s s u e !  C o n t a c t  C . M . H . ,  
W i l f r i d  L a u r i e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Wate r loo ,  O N ,  N2L 3 C 5 .  



BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group 

Page 405 
A PREVIOUSLY U N R E P O R T E D  IIOSPITAL SllIP 
HANDSTAMP--By John F r i  t h  

I a c q u i r e d  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  p o s t c a r d  which has  a  handstamp used by 
H.M.H.S. L e t i t i a  t h a t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  has  been recorded e l s e w h e r e .  
The o b v e r s e  of  t h e  ca rd  shows t h e  s h i p  i n  h e r  h o s p i t a l  c o l o u r i n g  o f  
whi te  w i t h  a  broad g reen  h o r i z o n t a l  s t r i p e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  l a r g e  
red c r o s s e s .  The double-bordered  octogonal-shaped handstamp ( b l u e )  
r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s  : ' f1 . M .  IIOSPITAI, SIlIP/No ............... / M A R .  1 9 ,  1 9 1 7 / " ~ ~ -  
T I T I A "  ' . 

The L e t i t i a  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  Royal Navy from November 1 8 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  most 
a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  Medikerranean S e r v i c e  ( 1 1 ,  u n t i l  j o i n i n g  t h e  Canadian 
S e r v i c e  on A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 1 7 .  She had a crew of  6 0 ,  c a r r i e d  550 pa t i enLs  
and 60 C . A . M . C .  pe r sonne l . ,  and r ~ ~ a d e  f i v e  t r i p s  c a r r y i n g  a  t o t a l  of  
2 , 6 3 5  p a t i e n t s  between Liverpool .  a n d  l l a l i f a x  ( 2  & 3 ) .  She was run 
o n t o  t h e  r o c k s  by h e r  p i l o t  t en  m i l e s  ouLsi.de o f  H a l i f a x  a t  10:15 a.m. 
on h e r  f i n a l  voyage on August 1 ,  1917  (2). 

I t  should  be noted  t h a t  a  l a t e r  handstamp used by L e t i t i a  was i l l u s -  
t r a t e d  i n  NL 6 8 ,  p .  457. 

Refe rences :  

( 1 )  Plumbridge ,  John H .  Hosp i t a l  S h i p s  and Ambulance T r a i n s .  Londotl, U.K.: 
S e e l e y ,  S e r v i c e  & C o . ,  1975. 

( 2 )  A s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f , t h e  s h i p ,  w r i t t e n  and s igned  by  h e r  Capta in  C . M .  
Davis  on a  p o s t c a r d  of  t h e  s h i p  d a t e d  August 6 ,  1 9 1 7 ,  i s  i n  t h e  
w r i t e r ' s  p e r s o n a l  c o l l e c t i o n .  

( 3 )  Macphai l ,  S i r  Andrew. O f f i c i a l  l l i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Canadian Forces  i n  t h e  
G r e a t  War 19111-1919, The Medical S e r v i c e s .  Ottawa: K i n g ' s  I ' r i n t e r ,  
1925. 

v 3 C i C U % * *  

BNAPEX ' 9 9  STUDY G R O U P  MEETING 

Member J o e  Smith has  k i n d l y  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  conduct  a  s h o r t  p r e s e n t a -  
t i o n  on h i s  f a m i l y ' s  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  C d n .  S i b e r i a n  Exped i t ionery  
Force .  Thanks Joe !  We're look ing  forward t o  i t .  




















