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MODERN ROPE CANCELLATIONS OF THE MILITARY

From Dave Hanes: Three samples of the Modern Day "Rope" can-
cel from M.P.O. 555 at Canadian Force; Base Calgary show each

one to be different! The earlier one is dated May 10, 1962.

Note that the lettering is m,e:i.iu.m sized and the inscription
around the bottom is CFB CALGARY ALTA. T3E 1T8. The second

one, in time, is dated April 3, 1988 and here the lettering
appears smaller and the province is abbreviated as AB! The

third copy is dated October 4, 1989 with the lettering being

larger than the other two and there is no provincial designa-

tion. (For ease of showing, only the marks are shown here.!

5 5 5

OCT - A1989r^ C) r

CORRESPONDENCE A letter, in French, came from T-7FNRI SMETS,
Rue Trieu Kaisin, 207 / B6080 Montignies-S-SBRF / Belgium c a'_^o

seeks United Nations Peacekeeping material, exr_hanc:e or pur-

chase, as follows: Korea 1950-55 Congo 1960-65

He is interested in the Canadian participation and says he can
trade like items from the Belgian UN Forces.

NEW EDITOR

BACK TO SQUARE 0!

Your Chairman and Editor thought they had 'found' a great new

editor for the CMMSG. This was not to be as the member con--
cerned has had to withdraw dine to medical complicat *-ons. We

wish him well, and extend thanks for- his earlier offer.

Now the search for a new editor must ao on and any suaaest:ion:n
or offers to do the 'ob' would be most appreciated. All

offers will be considered, and don't wait until the last min--

ute and have the Newsletter on the brink of extinction!

>>>Contact Ritch Toop at Box 9026, Sta. T, Ottawa, K1G 3T8<<:<<•
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A REGISTERED / MILITARY POST CARD

By J. Colin Campbell.

Registered post cards are seldom seen . At one point, in

Canada, registration of cards was officially forbidden. No

doubt the regulations in Fog land were similar.

The illustration shows a card posted at BUSTAPD CAMP P.O.

(Branch Office), SALISBURY, 4 NO 14. This camp was located at

the south-west corner of Salisbury Plain where Canal are troops

were ramped. The 3 pence rate paid the penny postage and the

2 penny registration fee. Notice the partial label at upper

left. A complete 1a1-1 aoonu.ld -appear as shown sena.rately. See

also the oval REGISTEPET) LIVERPOOL postal marking added at the

port of sailing. The rrnss, in blue crayon and number 9, is

indicative of registration serr^ce.

The writer was 35205 Sergeant e Z, ami.n J. Terry who was one of

16 Officers and O.R. who sailed from Gasne Basin October 3.

1914 with the First r'n`_odi]an Cont ngen The SL in on

which Terry sailed was CL.nard' s S . S . FR.Ar?CON.; IA. The face of

the card shows H.M.`'. GLORY, R.N. , an escorting battleship

during the convoy's voyage to England..

The reason Sergeant Terry (Cana(ian Postal Corps) paid for
registration service lies in the message which reads as fol-
lows:

NOV 4 14
I have been in hospital for 11 days. Came out this
morning. I feet pretty good so if you have ;-»y news
don't believe am O . 1

,en
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REGISTERED POST CARD (Conc.)
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The writer of this article has no other record of this 24mm

BUSTARD CAMP SALISBURY used during World War I. Additional
usage reports would be appreciated. Reports to Editor,

please.

ilk - _ ; kt -,,.

L

A BACKWARD GLANCE

<<<<<<
NOT TO SIZE

PROOF STRIKE

In Newsletter Page 270 (#46 - 8) we were shown the Orderly
Room stamp used on covers being dispatched from the Military
Hospital at Woodcote Park , Epsom. We now illustrate the
receiver ' s handstamp used on incoming mail . As it is a par-
tial strike, we are including a copy of the proofing strike
shown on Page 224 of Proud/Bailey/Toop ( 1984 ). J.C.C.
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NEWSLETTER 100th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

Although we do not as yet have any articles in the 'bank', so

to speak, many are off and running with their articles for

this momentous publication! Please note the following con-

tributors with articles committed to date:

Colin Campbell CANADA MILITIA

Steven Luciuk MILITARY ROLE OF RNWMP IN WW I

Brian Plain R.C.A.F. IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA WWII

John Frith WORLD WAR I CENSORS

John Tyacke CIVIL CENSORSHIP AND THE FORCES WWII

Wilf Whitehouse THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY IN WWII
Ron Leith & Group WORLD WAR II BLACKOUTS IN CANADA

David Hanes A POSTAL HISTORY OF CAMP BORDEN

Bill Robinson CANADIAN MILITARY RESEARCH REFERENCES

Jack Davis VETERANS GUARD OF CANADA
Peter Madej POLISH FORCES IN CANADA WW II (guest art)

Bill Topping JAPANESE INTERNEES IN CANADA WW II (guest)

Dan Mayo USAPO'S IN NEWFOUNDLAND/LABRADOR

Kim Dodwell THE CANADIAN ARMY IN ITALY WW II

Ed. Harris <

Bill Bailey < Topics still to be decided on.
Ritch Toop <

Ken Ellison <

Do not feel that an article by you is not needed - IT IS!
Please contact Ritch Toop, or the Editor, and tell us what you

would like to contribute to the 100th. DEADLINE is December.

N/L ARTICLES (The regular issues before the 100th^,

A little material is on hand, but we would 14•1S^some more good
articles. Especially requested are item +"I rom the 'Silent

Majority' of our membership. We are l,- to have the 'old

faithfuls' like Colin Campbell, Wilf ^04cehouse, Dave Hanes,
Dean Mario, Steve Luciuk, Colin P-^,^ et and John Frith who

come to mind, and this is not to '^0y e out the others who have

made the effort. The rest of must like reading this N/L
as you are very good about p=1271 the dues requested - so why

not make a further contrib- .,n. Lets have some new names on

the masthead. With F7 that should not be too much to
ask.

A NOTE Colin Campbell was recently in Victoria (B.C.) and
reports finding a shop there that had some good military books
and other militaria. He suggested that we advise you of it.

Bains Books & Militaria, #1 - 1111 Blanshard St.,

Victoria, B.C., V8W 2H7

^y,^^y,^ypp „gyp p , ua I I 111 nP^ip q l1 i 1 H11111i rpo ^qqn"^rAy1Nw i i i o1r111yl1111 0 1 H 11149111 1 !4"1'111
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ORDERLY ROOM MARKINGS

This contribution, thought to be the last by the late Ed.
Richardson, appears here with the approval of Vic Willson, the
Editor of the BEAVER CHATTER of recent date. Ed. was one of
our Charter Members, having joined us at the 1973 BNAPEX.

"These interesting and sometimes very attractive Military
Postal Markings present a real challenge to the collector of

Military Postal History.

Orderly Room markings go back to before World War I and those

from that war are becoming more scarce and it is thus harder

to make a decent collection of them. However, those of WW II
are still readily obtained in 'large' quantities from auc-

tions, dealers or other military postal history buffs.

One of the attractions of this field of postal history is the
fact that making a collection of WW II Orderly Room markings
is still rather inexpensive.

Very little study and research has been done in this field.
Practically nothing has appeared in the philatelic press so
the field is wide open for the student. Who will be the first
to write a definitive work on the subject?

Illustrated here are different types or designs of these hand-

stamps and there must be at least another dozen or so. These

would include straight line types, squares, rectangles and
even one or more tank shaped designs. They come in all shades
of black, green, blue, purple and red and are sometimes found

on the front of covers, but more frequently on the reverse.

In addition they were used to signify that the cover was
entitled to Free Franking when used on the front of the enve-
lope in place of a military postal mark.

Orderly Room handstamps were used by all sort and size of Mil-
itary units - Corps, Regiments, Brigades, Companies, Hospi-
tals, Ambulance units and various Engineering and Forestry
units as well as the R.C.A.F.

YES! - If you are looking for a brand new field, one that is

relatively untouched, has plenty of range, lots of material

available and still at no great expense, making a collection

of the ORDERLY ROOM MARKINGS of WW II may be just the proper
Postal History challenge for you!"

(This article has been somewhat edited for inclusion here,
Ed.)
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WORLD WAR I NAVAL MAIL

By W. Whitehouse.

This postcard was sent to
me by Ken Barlow because

of its naval connection
and is of interest to the

members for a number of

reasons.

Mk;,
ULIZ,

IAA

-,

Jac
Rraae,, ,
^RYor4lliff3^^q^'`^i

AI!llCgy^^
* F' y Rgaa.,R

>ltrt^a^e^.lp ^,

f+Y'o,?Aa iT .

17.E ,^PA ;-

Because there is so little

mail originating with
members of the R.C.N. or
R.N.C.V.R. during WW I and
this message appears to have

been written by a member of
the R.N.C.V.R., it is certainly

a unique item.

The photo shows the "original" main gate of H.M.C. Dockyard,
Esquimalt , with a naval armed guard who's hat tallies read

R.N.C.V.R. (crown) PACIFIC. The Royal Navy Canadian Volunteer

Reserve (R. N. C. V. R.) was authorized in July 1914, with the
Victoria, B.C. unit of 60 odd volunteers being the first com-

pany in Canada to be sworn in.

Also in the photo are two members of the Dominion Police who,
since 1911, had been responsible for the security of the main
gate at Esquimalt. Tie Dominion Police were relieved of this

duty by the R.C.M.P. at the end of World War I.

r ^qyM ^^ uw
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A VICTORIA CROSS WINNER'S COVER?**

By Dean Mario.

Some time ago I came into possession of a most interesting

Boer War cover. It bears the violet "CANADIAN CONTINGENT"

oval handstamp and is addressed to Montreal. However, it was

sent by a Trooper Richardson, apparently a non-Canadian, of

Kitchener's Horse. Kenneth Rowe states that it is not unusual

to find covers from non-Canadian units addressed to Canada and

bearing the Contingent's handstamn. (Rowe, p.64) Nevertheless

I find it a peculiar coincidence that there was also a brave
Canadian with the name of Richardson who won the Victoria
Cross about the same time. Could it be the same individ-
ual?(1) Probably it was not, but I will leave it up to mem-
bers to form their own opinion (and perhaps offer more infor-
mation).

Sergeant Arthur Herbert Lindley Richardson, formerly a member

of the North-West Mounted Police "C" Division, Battleford,

joined the Lord Strathcona's Horse "A" Squadron and sailed for
South Africa in March 1900. After having seen considerable
action in the field, Sgt. Richardson won his V.C. at Wolvesp-

rint on July 5, 1900. His act of valour, detailed in a
R.N.W.M.P. Corps history, describes the
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Perhaps what is most interesting is the time that the cover

was sent to Canada.

0

0
U

ry;
[_1

z
f-1

Rowe states that the L.S.H. dismounted on October 8, 1900 at
Machadodorp and remounted at Pretoria on October 14, 1900
(Rowe, p. 43). Stephen G. Rich describes a cancelled Cover
front from a Robson Lowe Auction in 1942 as having several

date stamps of the Canadian Contingent, one of which is from
an Army Post Office Machadodorp, September 29, 1900 (Rich, p.
146). This seems to place Trp. Richardson (Kitchener's Horse)

close to Machadodorp (and the Canadian Contingent) during the

period of October 2 and 10th. Rich also mentions a listing of

Canadian Contingent cachets, with an October 10 cachet appear-

ing with a Field Post Office 21 (dated September 28, 1900). It

too is on a soldier's stampless cover and the location of the

FPO is unknown.

o Rich also adds to the confusion and intrigue regarding
Kitchener's Horse and its Canadian connections. He further
reveals from Ed. Richardson's collection a selection of covers
and letters from a Trooper W. Gowans who served with the unit

o in 1901:
H
0 (Gowans) speaks in that letter of '50 or 60 Canadians'

in the regiment. A subsequent letter from Port Eliza-
beth, June 17, 1901,...tel_ls of the disbanding of the

regiment with 'about 100 Canadians in it.'

(Rich, p. 146)

It appears that the relationship between the Canadian Contin-

gent and Kitchener ' s Horse , at least in the latter part of the

War, was a very close one.

Could Trooper Richardson arid Sgt. Richardson be the same indi-
vidual? I doubt it. Given the fact of the two different

ranks (would a sergeant of the NWMP accept a demotion to

'trooper' in Her Majesty's Imperial Army? ), the absence of a

first initial cover on the cover, and the obvious reality that

"Richardson" was a very common surname in the Empire, facts
seem to outweigh speculation. However, despite the evidence,
it still would be a nice find if true....

** I must warn members that the following ( prima facie?) case
is highly speculative. Who says us collectors can't be dream-
ers too?

(1) There were four "Richardsons" in the Canadian forces at
this time and the other three were:

A. M. Richardson, "A" Squadron, 2nd Batt., 2nd Contingent,
F. S. Richardson, Royal Canadian Regiment,

J. R. Richardson, "C" Field Batt., Royal Can. Artillery

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Chambers, Captain Ernest J., THE ROYAL NORTH-WEST MOUNTED

POLICE: A CORPS HISTORY. Montreal: Mortimer Press, 1906.

Reprint Edition. Toronto: Coles Publishing Co., 1972.

Rich, Stephen G., PHILATELY OF THE ANGLO-BOER WAR, 1899-1902
Kalamazoo, Michigan: Chambers Publishing Co., 1943.

Rowe, Kenneth, THE POSTAL. HISTORY OF THE CANADIAN CONTIN-
GENTS IN THE ANG=LO-BOER WAR, 1899-1902, Handbook 1.

Tnrnnto: V. G. Greene Philatelic Research Foundation,



RECEIVED FROM H . M. C. S. LOUISBURG

By Wilf Whitehouse.
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"LOUISBURG" arrived in UK waters at the end of September 1942,

with other Canadian Corvettes to be rearmed and take part in

Operation TORCH, the invasion of North Africa.

On completion of fitting out on 18 October 1942, she joined
Escort Group 25 at Londonderry and they commenced escorting
the "advance convoys" to Gibraltar in preparation for the
invasion which took place on 8 November 1942.

On 6 February 1943, LOUISBURG was sunk in the Mediterranean,

near Oran by aerial torpedo with the loss of her Commanding

Officer and 37 other Officers and men.

Some interesting features of this LOUISBURG cover include the

use of a well worn RECEIVED FROM H. M. SHIPS handstamp, seldom

seen on R.C.N. mail, in fact it was just about this time that

British Postal Authorities were replacing this particular can-

cel with the POST OFFICE MARITIME MAIL cancellation.

The inscription VIA SOUTH ATLANTIC AIRMAIL and 15 pence post-

age indicates that the writer and his shipmates were not aware
that the Canadian Armed Forces Air Letter with it's postage

rate of 6 pence was available.

Finally, even though the letter had been censored aboard ship
it was opened and sealed with a P.C. 90 label, indicating just
how concerned authorities were about security for this oper-
ation, and in particular, the naval operations.

FROM

H.M.
SHIPS

SALES CIRCUIT it

You will remember that last fall Ed. Harris announced that he

was willing to start up a military sales circuit within the

study group. Response has been under-whelming as only two

have responded to Ed. Unless he gets a lot more enthusiasm

from the Group, he does not plan to proceed.

>>>>>Ed. Harris , 620 - 75th Ave., Calgary, Alta., T2K OP9<<<<<
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MEMBERSHIP ROSTER AS OF 1990-03-25

Alary

Arnold
Bai ley
Barlow
Bayes
BedweII
Brown (FPHS)
Burega

Campbell

Caron

Christman

Clark

Covert M.D.

Curtis

Dale

Davis

Dodwell

Douglas

Eggett

Ellison

Felton

Forces Mail

Frank

Fraser

Frith

Gagne

Goben

Haller

Hanes
Harris
Hill

Hill

Johnson

,Robert

,Charles
,Wm. J.
,Ken
,Robert A.
,Sid F.
,Alan J.
,Paul
,J.Colin
,Mrs. Lola

,7462 de la Deviriere

,249 West 15th Street
,5-8191 Francis Road
,1055 Ottawa Avenue
,Box 86456
,Box 206
,17 Wimbleton Park Court
,Box 15765 Station F
,1450 Ross Road
,110 Grande A!lee Quest #201

,Edwin F. ,5419 Jason
,Mrs, Beaverlie ,924 North Drive
,Earle L.

,Wayne R.
IJ. B.
,Jack
,Kim
,George T.

,Peter K.

,Ken V.

,James W.

Group,Australian

Johnson (SNAPS)

Kaye

Kitchen

Leith
Lingard

Luciuk

Ludlow (BNAPS)
Mario
Mathews
Mayo
Miler

Narbonne

Nickle

Phillips (SNAPS)

Plain

Plante
Plomish

Pomfret

Postal Arch. Lib

Robinson
Salovey
Sanderson
Soper

Still ions

Street
Tanner

Or. J.
P. Thurlow

,John E.

,Michel

,Janes R.

,Martin

,A. David

,Ed A.
,Gordon M.

,Janes R.

,Leanna F.

,Jon
,Don

,Ron

,Ron 0.

,Douglas

,Steven C.

,Lewis M.
,Dean W.
,Lawrence
,L. Dan(Jr)

,James E.

,R. F.

,Sam C.
,Clinton A.

,Dr.Brian C.

,Jacques
,Walter R.

,Colin

,Canada

,Wm. G.
,oevid

,P, R.

,Robert B
,Clarence

)H. Mike

,Albert G.

,Box 1070

,Box 74 Station A
,Box 675 Station B
,Box 1839
,Middle Ho. Cruckmeole
,2106 - 32nd Street
,207 Lafferty Avenue
,R. R. # 1
,Box 56371

Han wood,

,Box 201 G!adesville 2111
,50 Cotswold Drive
,516 Eastcot Road
,Box 286
,72 De Montbrun

Saxonuo l d

,304 West Lincoln Street

1C.P. 35
,33 Lillian Crescent
,620-75th Avenue
,11 Coach Side Terrace SW

,2015 Lake Bonavista Dr. SE

,Box 6118 Station 0

,Box 6118 Station D
,Box 4201
,1387 Pear!
,Box 430

Street

,2425 Blackstone Crescent

,1542 East Heioktr

,5001 - 102 Lane NE
, P.O. Box 342 M.P.O.
Box 354
)Box 20837
, Box 3005 M.P.P.
,216 Mailey Drive
,1208 Belavist a Crescent
,1704 Glade Street

,230 Robson Road West

,Box 1413 C .F.P.O. 5056

,205-466 East 8th Avenue

,R. R. # 1
,365 Laurier Ave Nest

, 5830 Cartier Street
,34 Hillside Ave. !F`"

,Box 174

,Box 2311
,5031 Eskridge Terrace

,Box 7230
,1002 - 1125 West 12th Ave.

,Anjou (Mtl.) P.O,,1H1K 3S7

,North Vancouver,B.C.,V7M 1S3
,Richmond B.C. V6Y lA5
,West Vancouver,B.C. V7S 2J2
,North Vancouver,B.C.,V7L 4L1
,Salmon Arm ,B.C. V1E 4N3
,London SW19 6NN ,ENGLAND
,Ottawa

,Kelowna

,Quebec

,Houston
nn iilcc

,Hay River

,Toronto

,Ottawa

,ONT K2C 357
,B.C. ,V1Z 1L6
,P.O. GIR 2G8
,Tex. 177096

)P3T DAB
,NWT XOE ORO
,ONT ,MSW 1A2

,ONT 1K1P 5P7

,Peterborough ONT
Shrewsbury ,Shrops. England

,Vernon B.C.

,Windsor

,Oyame

,Little Rock

,Sydney NSW

ONT

,B.C.

Ark.

,Ault

,K9J 7X6

,SYS 8JN

,V1T SL1

,N9J 1K2

,VOH 1WO

,72215

aliar

,Johannesburg 2196,SOUTH AFRICA

,West Vancouver,B.C. ,V75 1E4

,Copper Cliff ONT POM 1NO

,Boucherville ,P.O. ,J4B 47

,Bloomington ILL ,61701

)St, Hubert ,P.O. ,J3Y 5S9

,Barrie ONT L4N 4P8
,Calgary ,ALTA ,T2K. 0P9

,Calgary ALTA ,T3H 2T3

,Calgary ,Alta T2J 2Z8

,Calgary Alta T2P 2C7

,Calgary ALTA T2P 2C7

,Hamilton ,ONT. ,L8V 4L6

,Ottawa ONT KIT 1C6

,Abbotsford B.C. V2S 575

,Ottawa Ont. K1B 4113

,Saskatoon SASK S7J 3B5

,Kirkland WASH 98033

,Saskatoon )SASK ,S7K 3L3
,Bracebridge ,ONT POB 1CO
,Indianapolis ,IND ,46220
,Kamloops ,B .C. V2C 6B7

,Carleton. Place,Ont . K7C 3X9

,Calgary Alta ,T2V 2B1

,College Station ,TX 77840

,Kelowna B .C. ,VIX 3C8

,Belleville ,ONT. KOK 3R0

,New Westminster ,B.C.,V3L 4L2

,Millgrove ,ONT LOR 1VO

)Ottawa ONT KIA ON3

,Vancouver B.C. )V6M 3A7
,New York N.Y. 10040

,Lindsay ONT K9V 4S1

,Halifax ,N.S. B3J 3C8

)Washington DC 20016

,Ancastor ,ONT L9G 3N6
,Vancouver ,b,c. V6H 3Z3
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