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February 16, 1981

Dear Member:

R 'A
1:73

341...Canada Militia cancel - Niagara No 1

Further to item 323, NL 40. On page 4, FFO No 1 is listed
second from the top with earliest reported postal usage of PM JUN

Bill R bi h d 1i d f h't t hson as rcpor e an ear er a eo n or t is ammer
of AM JUN 16 09 on Scott ' s Canada 89, on piece . This is remarkable
as the proof strike is dated PM JUN 16 09.

O r As far as first day strikes are concerned it may be recorded

f•„^ here that Official Souvenir cards were prepared ( 186mm X 114mm) for

presentation to dignitaries attending the opening day ceremonies of

first day strike FPO No 1 and these bear a postmark dated PM JUN 16 09 on the front.

They were signed by George Ross, Chief Post Office Superintendent, Canada and Capt. W.
R: Fcclestone, Officer in charge Field Post Office.

We were fortunate to see one of these souvenir cards in a postal exhibit at
CAPER 78.

342...Future projects

It is hoped that a listing of Canadian L'.i i.tary Hospital icarkir.gs from the two
World .ars can be started. Much work on this topic has already been done by Ed
Richardson in his column, The Hollow Tree, which was a feature in the Canadian Phil-
atelist for years.

Our item 212 and pages 4 to 8 inclusive record Field Post Offices allotted to
a number of WW2 hospitals.

Any hospital marking with Canadian "content" would be applicable. See NL34

item 254.

Also believe a seperate listing of Base A.P.O. Canada postmarks would be useful.

343...New Index to Newsletters

A cumulative index is being prepared which will contain references to Newsletters
1 to 50 inclusive.

344...First resorts

John Frith sends photocopies of a number of military postal markings he has added

to his collection. These have not previously been recorded and readers may add them to

their survey answer sheets for the record.
Straightline

EP IEYIELD M.P.O. 302 (type 10A) ee also NLs 18 and 22

The postmaster, W.F. Hubbard, signed this cover as well.
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{44, .. continued

Registered box

oTTA:':A, ONT. M.P.O. 318 (type 4A)
CFPO - 101

N.P.O. 409

(type 4G)

( type 40)

CFPO 33

C`rPO - 104

( type 440)

CNT.
(type 4G)

(t^ pr 4)

345...I:F.w members

A collector in Peter 'eorou €;h just

c.d.s. (i rF;e ) 31r^m

13^^T?'?1>;1'T'':LD ONT LTO 302 ( type )A)

Rolicr cancels

C:1L'P 1,GP hN ONT YPO 202 (type 5A)

T flOCYV 1 I,I E ONT 15P0 315 ( type 5A)

appliCatiOn to join F.N,A.F.S, and .sub-
sequently the C.M . M.S.G.

N r'r r..c ; ^.kCrs are a1 eys r.F lcr so please keep wf:tc h'ng fcr new recruits who

presently are BNAPSers or would like to be.

346... Free postage - V,";'12

ON ACTIVE SERVICE WITH

HIS MAJESTY 'S CANADIAN FORCFS

/,? 1,F, o

`' _`191 ^ .

po:;t ed an the 1 2th, rcceivc. d the 1, th

No. 9 CANADLIN FIELD A1fBULANNCi

r1( H. G OF ' 1 w, \ 3r2

N . Q o ^Y^ra,G„ C'A NA DA
+

A`. of l hi:.+svy irate:cst is
11_ast_ John Frith. A smiler4

item is 1.ov n in I?. Guertin's book in Fart 10
page IOC.

Guertin records that In January 1940

Canadian soldiers in Pritain v,ere advised that

surface trail ccu.ld be posted free and some mail

,:aas dispatched d:. t d Ja::aary 23, 24 crd 25.

;shortly ifter:.urd it was discovered this con-

cession (lid not apply to the Canadian AT'.,.:-+d

Forces hence covers with these dates may be

considered as unique.

It v:as July 12, 1940 (see photocopied
letter) when "free ::.ail" was again authorized
for the Army and one beg was dispatched from
A1dershct on that date. Lost letters however,

date. ';otice the strsghtline unit 1:ands' .: p.

•?^r^. re^'r Ct-eria , B. 19.42/43.

An Interesting item From J;:i.If 7hitehouse.
1 1C n c check your r :" . . .,. for cover from, "Queen tTi" in

See page-s 3 and 4.
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347 .............. .......VICTORIA, B.C. "DUMB" CANCELLATION 1942/43

W. Whitehouse

.Item 338 in NEWSLETTER #41 illustrates the Victoria Post Office attempt to conceal
the origin of Naval mail passing through it's office and evidence to date indicates
that this was the first time a civilian post office in Canada altered it's equipment
in such a manner for security purposes.

The removal of the City/Province hub from one of their electric machine cancellers
appears to have taken place about February 1942. The blank square illustrated in

Fig 1 and in Item 338, was not intended to register being that part of the die frame
holding the hub in place, but perhaps it registered occasionally due to the thick-
ness of some covers.

A review of covers in my collection indicates that the "Victoria" City/Province hub

was in use from the outbreak of war in 1939 until early 1942 (see Fig 2), while the

earliest dated censored cover cancelled with the "missing hub" is 20 March 1942
(see Fig 3)

Fig. 3 "Naden"

347.. continued ...
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The introduction of the circular h^:nd:;tarps 14PO 1112 and 11'J together with the

"blackout" cancellations at major coastal post offices resulted in the gradual

disappearance of the "Victoria" missing hub cancellation. 3 covers from the same
writer dated 12 April through 21 June 1943 provides the approximate latest use of the
"dumb" cancel (see Fig. 4).

"Naden" - NPO 1113
dated 18 May 1943

"Givenchy" (dockyard) NP01112 '^''='
dated 2.1 June 1943 Fig. 4

In view of the foregoing, the question arises as to the reason behind the removal of

the "Victoria" place name in order to give the cancellation the "dumb" character re-

quired in a security situation. Perhaps it was the outbreak of war in the Pacific in

December 1941, or the large number of men streaming into H.M.C.S. "Naden" and "Givenchy"

at this time that prompted authorities to tighten security. Whatever the reason, tighter

security must have become urgent with the expected arrival at Esquimalt of H.M. Trans-

port "Queen Elizabeth" on 23 February 1942. She was to enter drydock and remain for

approximately 15 days. Understandably, the security staff would be most anxious that

mail from the ship bear no indication of her location, thus the decision that all mail

originating from the Naval installations at Esquimalt receive a "dumb" cancellation.

This reasoning does not explain why a particular security measure continued in use

long after "Queen Elizabeth" departed the West Coast, however once in place and the war

in the Pacific heating up, then the committing of Canadian Naval Forces to the Aleutian

campaign, it is understandable that the practice continued until the nationwide use of

the "blackout" cancellation came into effect.

It will be clear from the above that information on this iulrticular cancellation is

incomplete, more covers require to be studied to confirm or amend the time periods

stated, particularly covers originating in "Queen Elizabeth" during her stay in dry-

dock at Esquimalt. The editor will be pleased to hear from anyone with relative in-
formation.

r*4^I I^M'l y^l l ' 9olli1foll M 1" w A wljllh"PT 1 ' 0 1 1 1 I P 0 1 1 , 11 1 , R ' 1 ' I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i0 ill 11 1 , nIlillo 1 ^ PipI r l.F 111 111rIT Iq I Ill P ITI 11.1 F TlIII 41P ^ ill,
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348...F.P.O. 131 - a V71;2 cancellation

awt
fFr

One small item we have finally cleared
up concerns the information in Major T.J.
Bailey's handbook on page 42 concerning the
above office. We have seen, and have had
reports, of a number of covers with the FPO
131 cancel dated after 3 Dec 43 the date
v:hen supposedly the c,,_ncellor was lost.

A note from Bill Palley confirmed that
the information in the handbook should apply
to FPO 133, not to FPO 131.

The information then is as follows:

F.P.O. issued to date

131 CASF May 1941

133 RCAF Oct 1943

date returned
9

Dec 1943 (reported lost)

Can a reader come up with a cancel showing FPO 133 dated during the period October
/December 1943?

349... Canada Militia cancels - part 3 of 3 (conclusion)
,ar iest

Camp name Hammer number orlProof date ofl reported

I other detail hammer usage date

Borden Ont

Beamzville Ont

Long Branch Ont

St. Jean P.P.

London Ont

St. Jean P.Q.

Petawawa Ont

Aldershot N.S.

Hughes Manitoba

Valcartier P.Q.

Pets r,awa Ont

second dated proof Jul 7 16

only hamper

only hammer

first hammer

second hammer

second hammer

27zmm dia.

only hammer

second hammer

fourth hammer

29mm dia.

May 29 18

May 29 18

Aug 2 18

Aug 9 18

Jun 21 29

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

The photo caption reads:

96th Battalion/C.E.F. pass

in review before Brig. Gen.

J. Hughes, Camp Hughes , Ptug
'wth 1916.

proofing dates The 96th was from Saskatoon.

ThcE,e cancel-lors were used
concurrently during June to
October 1916, inclusive.

not yet

Jun 30 18

Aug 6 18

tiep 24 18

Cat 2 18

strikes

Latest
reported
usage date

Total

number
of reports

determined

Dec 9 18 16-20

Nov 4 18 7

Nov 8 18 6

Fan 30 19 5

unknown

Sep 2 37 150 +

Jul 11 39 86-90

Jul 12 16 4

quantity 2

Jul 3 41 106 4

Jun 28 10

Sep 10 10

Jun 23 16

tentative

Aug 10 16 I



50.,.';1 litary i'ail - 'VC2 - first si6!htini^s

Tn Lit-24, i^I.mm 146 me io i(;d the C Ar•; y ^^j;=/uo1ty Post 0,rd and

to and behold a fine example recently iipl.oired. It certninly received the promised
priority handling +is it was po:;tally dated 6 JUL 44 at C r: _di< n iostal H.O. London and
at Lennoxville, P.Q., .JUL 10 44.

The circular marking on the left, below the Air box, was struck in something

approaching turrloise-blue and reeds CANADIAN RECORDS 6 JUL 1944 CASUAI,TIFz

CANADIAN ARMY OVYRSAS.

CANAOIAN , ARHY P RIORITY CASUALTY POST CARD

r

Alm"

NL35 i tem 271 illustrated o n undated strike ( possibly a proofing strike?) and here
again a fire eiau;ple on cover was Loaned by Ken Ellison for !-.embers to see. The strikes
(3) are exceptionally ;harp indicative of a new instrument . 1.3,'e by Cana'ian Army Occu-
pation Force on the Continent es.ns most likely but urth ;: r rl;tai.ls are L-Y tile
v',-ay, ham:xers 1, 2, 4 and 5 alto are pc:;sible. Notice FPO 131 d NO 28 45 as a back strike.

*,,z q z
I

p• = te.J.L . !au.'.Cin
^CoCF)^1 j Cdn EaEe post s_*1Ces : r

j,.
s,, w

^_? , CCs A 07 veneaa ,
D's > U

I t_
re: p o

35] ...Pritish da es tamps - 7)l - survey return - sue page 7.

!?;e were a trifle surprised at the good showing on these Canadian military -sail items.

An extra "48" to all subscribers, including your scribe. It appears that 52 offices remain

to be seen and reported. The majority of reports ho•rever are for one copy only attesting

to their scarcity.
Please continue to report your fin-1,; and we will run an up-date another titre.

35?... =_istory of the British ' -,y PostalService - Vol II - ..i 0'z-1927 by v. P. 'road

is e were to have :nforirr i o:l on thi s bo,,k but it is somew he re c at on . he '_ i ant I

as .,r-is ! f -. m is ,.ritteni I'" ritap. the : i?s ?.-z:slettur -?dit.or will permit u`, to , 'alo'e

from h 163as tine 1S it fee tar.
This ref rence tooook c,.vers i; :- inly the c;, .me ground as an earlier work by Alistair

Kf unt_,.dy and r,l:o _ ge C-abb but is more I ._ ,ofu;ely illustrated.

The many Ila`.e t .^.l;s are v a lued on a j oints basis 'here I point equals lop at the
i:. sent ti'r^.

Book co l ints of :t12 . in d , avers to professional standards.
-,ro1u -i:0 I (t `t?1•-1903) and Vol. 1= e III ( 1927.1952 ) will . be nubl . l shed in 1 91;1 :•2

Vo'.:,e I is ,rsi`r:hle for a I i tf d I 1>_«' to U',_."aO members for'2O - 00. Postage ar:d^pack-

irr.g mi,ht be extra to Canada and the U.S .A.

I'lc nsa ,Esq., 10, 'tiddlers H-rnlet , Ccope •sale , Epping, England.

^wr, lr wa^^^Al ++ nM+iIIr^IM^ " R^IMM41'nITM^N Hy11+"^'+"" "" flM II^rrNl" }"11?AMIAII^RIIII^tI'T ^I"i ^I 'I+^r au,^ "7"r^" '11 " I^iAR!^I*"+^p""^"I^"" - r, - *'*"^}""rw



ptige seven

British datestamps - Canadian Expeditionary Force usage - Survey return sheet

Further to item 333 on page 3.

i':ennS .,,erns iris ire ins Iae'.ns rle'ins
11 DL s ^ ::. 1 ^^ C 4 CD 5

C JiADI.AN CORPS

Sep 1915 - Sep 1916 IPO
Oct 16 - Jan 17
Feb 17 - Jun 17

Jun 17 - Feb 18

Feb 18 - Jul 18

Aug 18 - Feb 19 H3

1st Canadian Division

Feb 1915 - Jun 1916
Jun 16 - Sep 16
Oct 16 - Jan 17
Feb 17 - Jun 17
Jun 17 Feb 18
Feb 18 - Jul 18
Aug 18 - Dec 18
Jan 19 - Feb 19}
Feb 19 - Mar 19

CAVALRY P_P T ;.\D?

Jan 1916 - Apr 1916 r po C:xl (T2 & D2)
Jun 16 - Sep 16 CX1
Oct 16 - Jun 17 (C3?) SA
Feb 17 - Jun 17 (SAl) G9
Jun 17 - Feb 18 SA1

Feb 18 - '..far 18 (12P)
APR IA - TuN l A CPI

Div HC Div Train

D12
571
(D55?)

DPI
DC1
(D35?)

DPI.

2nd Canadian Division

Sep 1915 - Jun 1916
Jun 16 - Sep 16
Oct 16 - Jan 17
Feb 17 - Jun 17

Jun 17 - Feb 18
Feb 18 - Jul 18
Aug 18 - Dec 18
Jan 19 - Feb 19
Feb 19 - Apr 19

3rd Canadian Division

-tM

1P

1 Cdn Bde 2 C Bde 3 C Bde

(4X? 5x 6x

1P! (217)

(1B) ZB 3B

Cl C2
1477

Railhead (APO)

Rx SB1 D1

RP1 (F1/D1)
RP1

RP1

RPl Germany/
Belgium

(3N?)s, 146
14

3P

Div RQ Div Train

DX2 ^6
^3, TY3

Diy2? ('1T,2)
D56 T56

(158)
DP2 TP2
DC2

(D36) T36?)

T P2

Div P'

Jan 1916 - Jun 1916

Jun 16 - Sep 16
DX3

DX
Oct 16 - Jan 17
Feb 17 - Jun 17

(D74?)
D61

Jun 17 - Feb 18 DP3
Feb 18 - Jul 18 DC3?
Aug 18 - Feb 1J
4th Canadian Division

D20

Div HQ

Aug 1916 - Sep 1916 (DX4)
Oct 16 - Jan 17
Feb 17 - Jun 17

(DA5? )
D62

(Tl&D2 )
Jun 17 - Feb 18 DP4

Feb 18 - Jul 18 DZ
Aug 18 - Feb 19 D21

Feb 19 - may 19

4 Cdn Bde 5 Ede

4X
7X
4W

182

C

183

5P

CS C6

155 (SB 2) 156

4P

RP2 RWz
RP2

PP2 Ger/Belg

Div Train 7 Cdn Bde 8 C Ede 9 C Bde Railhead

TX3 71
7Z 1x
T84?

?

( T20?)

7W
185
7p

C7
(151)

3x
RX3 (APO)
PX3
R13

R23(F.1/Dl)
RP3

RP3
RP3

Div Train 10 Cdn Ede 11 C Bde 12 C Bde Railhead

T21

TP4

5th Canadian Division (Artillery)

Div Train

Oct 1917 - Feb 1918 TP5

Feb 18 - Jul 18 ?
Aug 18 - Feb 19 (DC2?)

Feb 19 - May 19 TP5 -

RT.4 (APO)

R14
RP4 (APO)

(F1&D1)



lid

Hill a(_bin-on rent the of the Forces D;t"rr s,nd s caption from Gu.ertin's

book applies, in part.. in )N,4 ai,nut 500 Crnadinn A,r.y ^or;rel were flown to Australia
on loan to the Australian Arr.y for Le purpose of op rating; i, i'.ar equipment rmanufactured,,
in Canada. These r..en belon(,f:d to the First :Special Fireless Group. Some of the troops yb
13ter icco-^.panled the Austrn)5. in and ?;e:•rr Zealand Forces to For.neo and 1'orotai. The
earliest arrivals reached ;,dlbourne early August 1944. A later detachment arrived at

Ir.gleburn Camp, N.S.W. in September 1944.

Sore of these :n,,-:n s->.u active servico in the Past; this bf--ing one of the objectives
in case Canada should beccre irvolvf:d jr. :hc ; acific '"

Trim: ad a bit to fit..

I

^'^ ^•. , Irk ^ ,

.: h 0 E-a
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ti

rider's name end

.. .............. .. . . ..... ..^'...^A'r...^^`^.

0

Ye1o_:., trir...cd to fit, by !n
Forty fro:
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