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N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  BNAPS F l a g  Cance l  S t u d y  Group 

I n t e r i m  E d i t o r ' s  Message 

R f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  CAPEX and h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a F l a g  Cance l  S t u d y  Group 
M e e t i n g  p l a n n e d  f o r  C h a r l o t t e t o w n ,  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a d v i s a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  
a  n e w s l e t t e r  b e f o r e  O c t o b e r ,  w h i c h  was nhen  t h e  n e x t  F l a s  P o l e  was o r i g i n a l l y  
s c h e d u l e d .  A l s o ,  I must  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  a  f ew  t y p i n g  e r r o r s  t h a t  c r e p t  i n t o  t h e  
l a s t  e d i t i o n ,  a s  i t  came back  f r o m  t h e  w o r d p r o c e s s o r  on  Thu rsday  and t h e r e  was n o  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n s  s i n c e  I wan ted  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  some c o p i e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
Monday a t  CAPEX. H o p e f u l l y  t h i s  e d i t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  f e w e r  e r r o r s  and  we w i l l  make 
s u r e  t h a t  we d o n ' t  c a l l  " e l u s i v e "  c a n c e l s  " e x c l u s i v e "  c a n c e l s  a s  we d i d  t h e  l a s t  
t i m e .  

! T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  c o n t a i n s  a  r e p o r t  on COPEX, some new i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  1917- 
19 Weste rn  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  C a n c e l s  and an u p d a t e  o f  t h e  1927-34 F l a g  C a n c e l s . '  My 
new p l a n  i s  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  W W I I  c a n c e l s  i n  t h e  December n e w s l e t t e r ,  t h e  1937 and 

- R o y a l  T r a i n  C a n c e l s  i n  a  March  1988 n e w s l e t t e r ,  and t h e n  h o p e f u l l y  pass  on  t h e  
, e d i t o r s h i p  t o  someone who c a n  t y p e .  

The J o y s  and D i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  CAPEX ' 87  

The J o y s  

A f t e r  h a v i n g  a  T o r o n t o  d r i v e r  d e c i d e  t h a t  h e  wou ld  t r y  and d r i v e  t h r o u g h  my 
t r u n k ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  CAPEX a  l i t t l e  shaken  up .  However ,  w i t h  some g u i d a n c e ,  I soon 
f o u n d  my way t o  t h e  Heasman, P a i g e  and S e s s i o n s  e x h i b i t s .  What a  s i g h t !  T h i s  was 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  one w i l l  e v e r  see  t h r e e  such  e x h i b i t s ,  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e i r  
many g r e a t  r a r i t i e s ,  s i d e  by  s i d e  a t  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x h i b i t i o n .  The f i r s t  p e r s o n  
I met was M r .  F r e d e r i c k  L a n g f o r d ,  who was g o i n g  o v e r  t h e  e x h i b i t s  w i t h  a  
m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h i s  g e n t l e m a n  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  been  s t u d y i n g  
w o r l d  w i d e  f l a g  c a n c e l s  f o r  o v e r  50 y e a r s ,  and ha5  p r o b a b l y  f o r g o t t e n  more a b o u t  
f l a g  c a n c e l s  t h a n  most  o f  u s  w i l l  e v e r  know. 

I S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  D a v i d  S e s s i o n s ,  L a r r y  P a i g e  and Rob Heasman wandered o v e r  
and G r o f  Newman, one o f  o u r  c o u s i n s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  mach ine  c a n c e l s ,  a l s o  a r r i v e d  
on t h e  scene .  N e e d l e s s  t o  say ,  i t  was q u i t e  an e x p e r i e n c e  m e e t i n g  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t ,  as  somet imes  i t  i s  r a t h e r  lonesome 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g  i n  such  a  s p e c i a l i 2 e d  f i e l d  a s  f l a g  c a n c e l s .  Tha t  e v e n i n g ,  we a l l  
went  t o  a  d i n n e r  Geof Newman a r r a n g e d ,  and were j o i n e d  b y  Ray McLean, Wayne 
C u r t i s ,  B r u c e  McCal lum,  B i l l  R o b i n s o n  and h i s  c h a r m i n g  and s u p p o r t i v e  w i f e  Megan, 
S t e v e  T h o r n i n g ,  and W a l l y  Gutzman. Geof g o t  so  " c a r r i e d  away" t h a t  he  l e f t  h i s  



g l a s s e s  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  a t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  When we r e t u r n e d  h i s  g l a s s e s  t h e  next  
day,  he e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  were only  dime s t o r e  g l a s s e s  and we q u i c k l y  p o i n t e d  
ou t  t h a t  t h e y  were o b v i o u s l y  t h e  c a u s e  f o r  t h e  s p e l l i n g  e r r o r s  i n  h i s  r e c e n t  book.. 
Also ,  Bruce was kind enough t o  g i v e  us each a  1984  Hamil ton-Buffa lo  Stamp 
E x h i b i t i o n  cover  wi th  a  f l a g  cance l  hand s tamp,  t o  commemorate t h e  e v e n t .  Most of 
us  were unaHare t h a t  t h i s  cance l  even e x i s t e d .  Probably  one w i l l  never  f i n d  s o  
many s e r i o u s  Canadian f l a g  cance l  c o l l e c t o r s  d i n i n g  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n ,  and i t  was an 
evening t h a t  t h o s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  remember. The nex t  day when I 
found o u t  t h a t  E d  Richardson was a l s o  a t  CAPEX, I t hough t  i t  would have been g r e a t  
i f  he had been a t  t h a t  d i n n e r  a l s o ,  even though he i s  a r r a n g i n g  t o  s e l l  h i s  
c o l l e c t i o n  i n  an upcoming Maresch a u c t i o n .  

I t  seems t h a t  we a l l  a c q u i r e d  something from t h e  d e a l e r s  and y o u r s  t r u l y  iound 
a  Montreal 6-1 on p i e c e ,  a l though  he d i d  not  s t a r t  look ing  u n t i l  Tuesday. How t h e  
o t h e r s ,  who had been t h e r e  s i n c e  S a t u r d a y ,  missed t h a t  one ,  I w i l l  never  know. On 
Tuesday, a f r i e n d  mentioned t h a t  he had purchased a  T r o i s  R i v i e r e s  38-1 a t  t h e  
show. T h i s  cance l  e v e n t u a l l y  found a  home i n  my c o l l e c t i o n  a l s o .  I t ' s  been a  few 
y e a r s  s i n c e  t h i s  c o l l e c t o r  has  been a b l e  t o  add two miss ing p i e c e s  t o  h i s  
c o l l e c t i o n  over such a  s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime.  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  your s r r i b e  i s  s t i l l  
miss ing a  1-1, 9-23,  40--1 and 40-3, a l though  some of my b e t t e r  o n e s  a r e  on ly  on 
p i e c e .  Even though no one can p rabab ly  h e l p ,  any a s s i s t a n c e  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  l a s t  
f o u r  i t e m s  would be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  Thos t h a t  a t t e n d e d  CAPEX w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
a g r e e  t h a t  i t  was "some show"! 

The Disappo in tments  

Before  t h e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  one should  mention t h e  h igh  c a l i b e r  
of B N A  e x h i b i t s  t h a t  were a t  t h e  show. Most v iewers  never  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were s o  many l o v e l y  c o l o n i a l  pe r iod  E C  c o v e r s  u i l t i l  t h e y  saw t h e  C a r r ,  Wel lburn,  
and Wallace e x h i b i t s .  My o v e r a l l  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h e  awards were a p p r o p r i a t e -  
excep t  f o r  a  few c a s e s .  

Three of t h e  awards t h a t ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  should  have been h i g h e r  were t h e  
Large S i l v e r  r e c e i v e d  b y  Bob Heasman and t h e  S i l v e r s  r e c e i v e d  by Lar ry  P a i g e  a n d  
David S e s s i o n s .  Based on t h e  a c t u a l  e x h i b i t s ,  one can 5ee  why Bob r e c e i v e d  t h e  
Large S i l v e r  a s  i t  was 8 f rames ,  was n e a t l y  w r i t t e n  up,  had p robab ly  t h e  most 
e a r l y  and l a t e  d a t e s  and t h e  most f o r e i g n  d e s t i n a t i o n s .  L a r r y ' s  e x h i b i t  had been 
reduced from 10 t o  6 f rames and l o s t  some of i t s  impact ;  however, i t  was loaded 
w i t h  c h o i c e  m a t e r i a l  and had of t h e  e a r l y  f l a g  c a n c e l s .  David cou ld  only  
d i s p l a y  5 f r a m e s ,  was miss ing  a  c o u p l e  of key i t e m s ,  but  had a  un ique  9-1 i n v e r t .  
R e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  e x h i b i t s  appeared f a i r l y  even: however, when compared t o  
t h e  awards r e c e i v e d  by o t h e r  e x h i b i t s ,  they  seemed u n d e r - r a t e d .  

For i n s t a n c e ,  one e x h i b i t  on Four Ring Numeral Cance l s  r e c e i v e d  a  Gold and an 
American e x h i b i t  on t h e  Waterbury Fancy Cork Cance l s  ( i t  d i d  no t  show them a l l )  
r e c e i v e d  a  Gold a s  we l l .  In view of t h i s ,  I f i n d  i t  hard  t o  unders tand  how 
L a r r y ' s  e x h i b i t  r e c e i v e d  on ly  a  S i l v e r ,  which i s  f o u r  l e v e l s  lower than  e i t h e r  t h e  



W a t e r b u r y  o r  Fou r  R i n g  awards .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  Fou r  R i n g  e x h i b i t ,  t h e  j u d g e s  
may have  based  t h e  award  on t h e  l o v e l y  pence  c o v e r s  and  n o t  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  W a t e r b u r y  e x h i b i t  may h a v e  r e c e i v e d  i t s  G o l d  based  on t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  a t t r a c t i v e  c a n c e l s .  As I m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  W a t e r b u r y  e x h i b i t  
was m i s s i n g  some o f  t h e  known c a n c e l s .  

I t  seems t h a t  L a r r y  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  o n l y  
known 8-23 on c o v e r ,  one  o f  t h r e e  known 1 - 1 ' s  on c o v e r ,  e t c .  One c a n n o t  h e l p  
w o n d e r i n g  i f  t h e  j u d g e 5  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  r a r i t y  o f  some o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e s e  
t h r e e  e x h i b i t s .  A l s o ,  I wonder i f  t h e  j u d g e s  h a v e  e v e r  f o rmed  a  s e r i o u s  F l a g ,  

i RPO, Squa red  C i r c l e  o r  o t h e r  c a n c e l l a t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n ,  i f  t h e y  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  any 
9 -1  i n v e r t e d  c o v e r s  o r  1-1 c o v e r s  l a t e l y ,  o r  i f  t h e y  s o u g h t  a d v i c e  f r o m  known 

I e x p e r t s  such  as  A l a n  S t e i n h a r t ,  J i m  Hennok, o r  Geof Nenman, i n  c a s e  t h e y  were  n o t  
I . f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  f i e l d  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  A l s o ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

t h e  t w o  HPO e x h i b i t s  f a r e d  even  w o r s e  ( S i l v e r  B r o n z e )  t h a n  t h e  F l a g  Cance l  
1 e x h i b i t s .  These  t w o  e x h i b i t o r s  mus t  b e  a s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  F l a g  Cance l  

e x h i b i t o r s .  Who were  t h e  j u d g e s  j u d g i n g  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n ?  
I 

I f  you  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  awards  g i v e n  t o  many o f  t h e  T o p i c a l s ,  you  w o u l d  see  t h a t  
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  r e l a t i v e l y  be tween d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  o f  e x h i b i t s ,  and even  w i t h i n  
t h e  BNA c l a s s e s .  F o r  example ,  b o t h . T h e  War I s s u e  o f  Canada and Canada P o s t a g e  
Dues 1906-1766: The F i r s t  S i x t y  Y e a r s ,  r e c e i v e d  L a r g e  S i l v e r s .  These t w o  e x h i b i t s  
c e r t a i n l y  d e s e r v e d  t h e i r  l a r g e  s i l v e r s ,  howeve r ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  L a r r v ' s  d e s e r v e d  a  

. h i g h e r  award ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  h i g h ,  as  t h e s e  two .  L a r r y  r e c e i v e d  a 6 o l d  a t  BNAPEX 
i n  1983, and o v e r  t h e  p a s t  4 y e a r s  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  e x h i b i t ,  y e t  h e  
o n l y  r e c e i v e d  a  S i l v e r .  How many o f  t h e  o t h e r  e x h i b i t s  w h i c h  h a v e  been  awarded  a  
G o l d  a t  BNAPS r e c e i v e d  o n l y  a  s i l v e r  a t  CAPEX? I wonder i f  t h e  awa rds  w o u l d  have  
been  h i g h e r  i f ,  l i k e  t h e  f o u r  r i n g  c a n c e l s ,  t h e s e  e x h i b i t s  had  been  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  
BNA C l a s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  P o s t a l  H i s t o r y  C l a s s ?  Enough s a i d !  

Any v i e w s  as t o  why t h e  e x h i b i t s  r e c e i v e d  what  t h e y  we re  awarded  wou ld  be  most  
a p p r e c i a t e d .  P e r h a p s  we need  a  new c a t e g o r y  o f  e x h i b i t  c a l l e d  
p o s t m a r k s / c a n c e l l a t i o n s  t h a t  wou ld  be j u d g e d  on i t s  own m e r i t s ,  j u s t  as  t h e  
t o p i c a l 5  and a e r o p h i l a t e l y  a r e  j u d g e d  t o d a y .  
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D o n ' t  f o r g e t  C h a r l o t t e t o w n .  B i l l  R o b i n s o n  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  
F l a g  Cance l  S t u d y  Group i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  10 :30  am - 1?:00 pm Thu rsday .  H o p e f u l l y ,  
an e d i t o r  w i l l  s u r f a c e  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  L a r r y ,  Bob and o t h e r s  w i l l  b e  t h e r e .  
However ,  s i n c e  I made CAPEX, I w i l l  h a v e  t o  p a s s  on C h a r l o t t e t o w n .  I t  w o u l d  seem 
t o  me t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p  m i g h t  need  a  Cha i rman  ( B o b ? ) ,  an  E d i t o r  and a  
S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  membersh ips ,  dues ,  e t c .  I f  t h e  membersh ip  
a g r e e s ,  I w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  as  a d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e  1917 and more modern 
i n f o r m a t i o n .  L a s t  y e a r ,  Bob a g r e e d  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e  1896-1902 i n f o r m a t i o n .  



Membersh ip  Diws - 

F o r  t h e  f o u r  i s s u e s  t h a t  I w i l l  be  e d i t i n g  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  t y p i n g  and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o s t s  w i l l  amount t o  a b o u t  $160. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I must  pay  t o  have  
t h e  F l a q  P o l e  t y p e d ,  a s  I c a n ' t  t y p e .  S i n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  
2 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  pay  membersh ip  dues,  I wou ld  s u g g e s t  t h a t  we 
c h a r g e  a  membersh ip  f e e  o f  $10  f o r  t h e s e  f i r s t  f o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and a p p l y  any 
b a l a n c e  t o w a r d s  s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e s .  Pe rhaps  t h i s  c o u l d  be  d i s c u s s e d  a t  
C h a r l o t t e t o w n  and a  dues  n o t i c e  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n .  P e r h a p s  bob  
c o u l d  a l s o  c o l l e c t  some dues  a t  C h a r l o t t e t o w n .  Any p r e m a t u r e  payments  c a n  be  
c r e d i t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  membersh ip  dues when t h e y  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  Your  Cha i rman  and 
I n t e r i m  E d i t o r  h a v e  each  c o n t r i b u t e d  625 t o  g e t  t h e  g r o u p  r o l l i n g .  As w e l l ,  J e f f  
S w i t t  h a s  s e n t  i n  h i s  $10. 

O t h e r  E x h i b i t i o n s  

I f  any member i s  aware  o f  a F l a g  Cance l  E x h i b i t  r e c e i v i n g  an award  a t  a  l o c a l ,  
r e g i o n a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  e x h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  F l a q  P o l e  wou ld  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n c i d e r i t a l l y ,  y o u r  i n t e r i m  e d i t o r  f i n a l l y  g o t  a r o u n d  t o  p r e p a r i n g  a 
9  f r a m e   hibit bit o f  h i s  1896-1934 F l a g  C a n c e l s ,  e n t e r e d  i t  i n  t h e  M a s t e r s  C l a s s  a t  
ORAPEX 57 ( j u d g e d  on a  n a t i o n a l  b a s i s )  and r e c e i v e d  a  V e r m e i l  w i t h  f e l i c i t a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  j u r y .  As OHAPEX u s e s  t h e  Go ld ,  V e r m e i i ,  S i l v e r ,  S i l v e r  b r o n z e ,  B r o n z e  
award  s y s t e m ,  I was q u i t e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t .  S i n c e  X can do i t  and we have  n 
seen t h a t  Bob, L a r r y  and D a v i d  h a v e  done  i t ,  y o u r  s c r i b e  wou ld  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
e v e r y o n e  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  an e x r , i b i t .  I t ' s  v e r y  r e w a r d i n g  w a t c h i n g  
o n e ' s  e x h i b i t  g row f r o m  a  r e g i o n a l  s i l v e r  t o  a  n a t i o n a l  s i l v e r ,  and t h e n  t o  a  
n a t i o n a l  v e r m e i l  o v e r  a  7  y e a r  p e r i o d .  I am s u r e  t h a t  i f  o t h e r s  s t a r t e d  t o  
e x h i b i t ,  t h e y  w o u l d  e n j o y  t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e .  A l s o ,  t h r o u g h  e x h i b i t i n g ,  we may 
e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r s  t o  t a k e  u p  f l a g  c a n c e l  c o l l e c t i n g .  

I f  anyone  i s  awa re  o f  an e x h i b i t i o n  p l a n n i n g  t o  u s e  a  f l a g  c a n c e l ,  p l e a s e  
a d v i s e  me and t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  F l a q  P o l e .  However ,  w i t h  
t h e  f e e  t h a t  Canada P o s t  i s  now c h a r g i n g  f o r  s l o g a n  d i e s ,  t h e r e  may n o t  b e  any 
more s l o g a n  f l a g  c a n c e l 5 ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  may be  some hand  c a n c e l s  a 5  H a m i l t o n  used  
i n  1984. 

P r a i r i e  P r o v i n c e s  E x h i b i t i o n s  1917-1919 

When e x a m i n i n g  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  P r i t c h a r d  and Andrews P r o o f  Books a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
P o s t a l  Museum h e r e  i n  O t t a w a ,  I h a v e  o f t e n  wondered why t h e r e  was n o  P r o o f  Book 
i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  1917-1919 S a s k a t o o n  I n d u s t r i a l  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  C a n c e l s  and 
no 1918 P r o o f  Book i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  C a n c e l .  W h i l e  
w r i t i n g  up t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  my c o l l e c t i o n  l a s t  w i n t e r ,  I s t u m b l e d  o n t o  t h e  answer .  



Saska toon  I n d u s t r i a l  E x h i b i t i o n  F lag  C a n c e l s  

As the  t h r e e  examples  show, t h e  
d i e  s l u g  used a t  S a s k a t o o n  i n  
1918 and 1919 was t h e  same one 
used i n  1917,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  
d a t e s  f o r  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  were 
changed.  All  t h r e e  have  a  
c o n s t a n t  b reak  i n  t h e  f i r s t  " I "  
i n  i n d u s t r i a l .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
when o n l y  minor d i e  c h a n g e s  
were r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  
would have  t h e  o l d  d i e s  a l t e r e d  
( i f  t h e y  Here s t i l l  on h a n d ) ,  
and t h e  s p o n s o r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
nould  pay o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  n f  
t h e  c o s t  of a new d i e  t o  have  
t h e s e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  
o u t .  In t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o s t a l  

P 
Museum f i l e s  on t h e  more modern s l o g a n  c a n c e l s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  number of i n s t a n c e s  
where t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  cha rged  a  s p o n s o r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n l y  a  few d o l l a r s  t o  
modify t h e  d a t e s  on an o l d  d i e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f u l l  c o s t  of a  new d i e .  However, 
i n  o r d e r  t o  modify a  d i e ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  o l d  d i e ,  which had t o  be i n  
good c o n d i t i o n ,  and t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  had t o  be minor i n  n a t u r e .  I t ' s  somewhat 
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  same d i e  was mod i f i ed  i n  1918 a s  I  r e c o l l e c t  r e a d i n g  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  t h e  f i l e s  on t h e  more modern s l o g a n s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  
d i e s  c o u l d  n o t  be  mod i f i ed  i f  t h e  month r e q u i r e d  r e - e n g r a v i n g  a l s o .  I t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t  both  P r i t c h a r d  and Andrews, and l a t e r  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  made proof  i m p r e s s i o n s  
of o n l y  new s l o g a n  d i e s  and n o t  a l t e r e d  d i e s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  o n l y  one  proof 
i m p r e s s i o n  i s  m i s s i n g  a s  o n l y  one Saska toon  I n d u s t r i a l  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  Cancel  d i e  
was produced.  

P r i n c e  A l b e r t  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  C a n c e l s  

The above examples  ;how t h a t  t h e  1918 d i e  i s  t h e  same one t h a t  was used i n  
1917. Only t h e  d a t e s  of t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  have been a l t e r e d .  S i n c e  t h e r e  seemed t o  
be  a  p o l i c y  of no t  making Proof Book i m p r e s s i o n s  when o n l y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  were made 
t o  a d i e ,  no 1918 Proof Book i m p r e s s i o n  was made. In 1919,  major  changes  t o  t h e  
d a t e  f i e l d  were r e q u i r e d ,  and p e r h a p s  t h e  o l d  d i e  cou ld  n o t  be  mod i f i ed  t o  

n 



b 

accommodate t h e  n e c e s s a r y  changes .  I n  any  c a s e ,  a - n e w  .- . d i e  s l u g  was p r e p a r e d  and 
. ~ 

p r o o f e d  as  shown b e l o w .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  W e s t e r n  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  C a n c e l s  a r e  v e r y  s c a r c e  i n d e e d ,  and i n  
t h e  14 y e a r s  s i n c e  Ed R i c h a r d s o n  p u b l i s h e d  h i s  f i n e  handbook ,  o n l y  a  f ew  more 
examp les  h a v e  appea red  on t h e  m a r k e t .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e r e  does  n o t  appea r  t o  be  a  P r o o f  Book I m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1917 
Moose Jaw F l a g  C a n c e l  e i t h e r .  S i n c e  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  P r o o f  Books  ( a s  opposed  t o  
t h e  P r i t c h a r d  and Andrews P r o o f  Books ,  t h a t  c o n t a i n  t h e  W W I  and t w o  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  
E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  Cance l  I m p r e s s i o n s )  s e g r e g a t e  some U n i v e r s a l  s l o g a n s  f r o m  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and P e r f e c t  mach ine  s l o g a n s ,  i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  
m i g h t  have  ( o r  h a d )  more  pdges  o f  U n i v e r s a l  S l o g a n  P r o o f  I m p r e s s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a l l  o f  t h e  Type 25  F l a g  C a n c e l s ,  t h e  Noose Jaw F l a g  C a n c e l ,  and t h e  S a s k a t o o n  
I n d u s t r i a l  E x h i b i t i o n  F l a g  C a n c e l ?  A l s o ,  an i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  i s  why a r e  a l l  
o f  t h e s e  U n i v e r s a l  F l a g  C a n c e l s  m i s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  P r i t c h a r d  and Andrews P r o o f  
Books?  I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  Stamp' ing Mach ine  Company may have  T 

s u p p l i e d  t h e s e  d i e s  d i r e c t l y ?  D i d  t h e y  s u p p l y  any  s l o g a ;  d i e  s l u g s  t o  t h e  
Canad ian  P o s t  O f f i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ?  Who p r o d u c e d  t h e  s l o g a n  d i e s  used  i n  t h e  
U n i v e r s a l  Mach ines  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ?  P e r h a p s  one  o f  o u r  mach ine  c a n c e l  
s p e c i a l i s t s ,  such  a5 Geof Newman, can  h e l p  u s  o u t ?  

1927  Diamnnd J u b i l e e  F l a g  C a n c e l s  

No new i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t~ h a v e  s u ~ f a c e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  uncommon c a n c e l  
s i n c e  my a r t i c l e  appea red  i n  t h e  M a r c h - A p r i l  1986 i s s u e  o f  TOPICS. T h a t  a r t i c l e  
c o n t a i n e d  some new i n f o r m a t i o r  on t h e  d a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d i e  s l u g s  were  s e n t  o u t  f r a m  
P o s t  O f f i c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and ! c e i v e d  back  a t  P o s t  O f f i c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  p o o f  book i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e s e  c a n c e l s .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e s e  c a n c e l s  were  used  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  
s l o g a n s  a t  most  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n s .  F o r  examp le ,  t h e  O t t a w a  c a n c e l  has  a  LKD o f  
December 2 7 t h ,  b u t  a p p e a r s  t o  have  been  used  on o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  b a s i s  be tween 
Augus t  and  December.  D o n ' t  l e t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  p e r i o d  o f  u s e  f o o l  you ,  as none  o f  
t h e s e  c a n c e l s  a r e  common. Up u n t i l  1973,  th.e R e g i n a  c a n c e l  had  n o t  even  been 
r e p o r t e d  t o  Ed R i c h a r d s o n .  

I 
The p r i c e s  g i v e n  a r e  f o r  c o v e r s  o r  c a r d s  w i t h  f u l l  a v e r a g e  t o  f i n e  l e g i b l e  

i m p r e s s i o n s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  most  examp les  a r e  f o u n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
c a n c e l l i n g  t h e  2c g r e e n  F a t h e r s  o f  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  s tamp.  Fo r  b o l d  VF examples  
show ing  t h e  f l a g  and ALL o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  c a n c e l ,  a  p remium o f  50% can  be  
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added .  Once a g a i n ,  we a r e  i n d e b t e d  t o  David S e s s i o n s  who h a s  p r o v i d e d  me w i t h  h i s  
e a r l y  and l a t e  d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e s e  and t h e  1930-34 c a n c e l s .  

Numbers a r e  t a k e n  from The Canadian  F l a q  C a n c e l l a t i o n  Handbook 1896-1973 by Ed 
R i c h a r d s o n ,  1973.  

I 1927 Diamond J u b i l e e  C a n c e l s  

Loca t  i o n  I s s u e  P o s t  O f f i c e  EKD LKD R e t u r n e d  Va lue  
D a t e  Proof  Book Da te  

43-1 C a l g a r y  
43-2 C h a r l o t t e t o w n  
43-3 H a l i f a x  
43-4 Ot tawa 
43-5 S a i n t  John 
43-6 T o r o n t o  
. - - . ~ , - 7  Vancouver 
43-8 Winnipeg 
43-9 Regina  

J u n e  21 
J u n e  23 
J u n e  22 
J u n e  27 
J u n e  27 
J u n e  25  
J u n e  18  
J u n e  22 
J u n e  22 

Da te  

J u n e  25 am J u n e  2 7 ( L )  
J u n e  27 ? J u n e  3 0 ( L )  
J u n e  29 am J u n e  2 9 ( S )  
J u n e  28 am J u n e  2 8 t L ) +  
J u n e  29 pm J u n e  2 9 ( S )  
June  28 am J u n e  2 7 ( L )  
J u n e  27 pm J u n e  2 7 ( L )  
J u n e  27 pm J u n e  2 7 ( R )  
J u n e  27 am J u n e  27 

Auq. 30  
Auq. 1 1 ( L )  
Auq. l b ( L )  
Dec. 2 7 ( L )  
Oc t .  22 
J u l y  2 ( L )  
J u n e  3 0 ( L )  
Dec. 3 ( L )  
J u l y  4  

S e p t .  6 B 12 
Aug. 18 2  5  
A U ~ .  20 a 
J a n .  3  8  
Oct .  26 8  
J u l y  6 18 
Aug. 9  2  2  
J a n .  3  8 
J u l y 2 5  50  

44-1 Mont rea l  J u n e  25 J u n e  27 am J u n e  2 7 ( L )  J u l y  1 1 ( L )  J u l y  1 3  1 5  - 44-2 Quebec  J u n e  27 ' J u n e  29 am J u n e  2 9 ( L )  Auq. 22 S e p t .  26 
d 

a 

Examples of any of t h e  above  c a n c e l s  on i l l u s t r a t e d  E p p s t a d t  F i r s t  Oay Cove r s  a r e  
wor th  850-875 ,  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  s t amp  and l o c a t i o n .  As w i t h  t h e  1917-19 F l a g  
C a n c e l s ,  an ( L )  s i g n i f i e s  L inga rd  c o l l e c t i o n ,  an ( S )  i s  S e s s i o n s ,  and ( R )  i s  
R i c h a r d s o n .  

* Ed R i c h a r d s o n ' s  E K D  of J u n e  l b  was based  an McReady'5 l i s t i n g  and i s  t h o u g h t  t o  
be i n  e r r o r ,  a s  t h e  d i e  was n o t  s h i p p e d  u n t i l  J u n e  27. 

I The Mani toba  Diamond J u b i l e e  F l a g  Cance l  

O the r  t h a n  a s l i g h t  e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  of u s e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  new t o  
r e p o r t .  

L o c a t i o n  I s s u e  P o s t  O f f i c e  E K D  LKD R e t u r n e d  Value  
Da te  Proof  Book Da te  

Da te  
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The 1934 P o r t  Arthur Semi-centennia l  F lag  Cancel 

Nothing new on t h i s  s c a r c e  f l a g  e i t h e r .  However-,correspondence from t h e  Post  
Master t o  t h e  spon5or has  s u r f a c e d ,  a l o n g w i t h  a  sample impress ion  on a  Post  
O f f i c e  f a c i n g  s l i p ,  which conf i rms- t - t rafsHarch 1 s t  was t h e  f i r s t  day of use .  

Loca t ion  - I s s u e  P o s t  Off i c e  E K D  L K D  Returned Value 
Date Proof Book Date 

Date 

46-1 P o r t  Arthur Feb. 22 Mar. 1  pm Mar. 1 ( L )  June 27 J u l y  7  d 25 

The c a n c e l  was p robab ly  used u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  on J u l y  4 t h .  

Pho tocop ies  of any E K D  or  L K D  c a n c e l s  would be a p p r e c i a t e d ,  and any 
l i n e / s l o g a n  cance l  used w i t h i n  a  few days  of E K D  o r  L E D  would a l s o  be u s e f u l .  The 
su rvey  form f o r  t h e s e  c a n c e l s  w i l l  be i n  t h e  nex t  e d i t i o n  of t h e  F laq  Po le .  

Feedback 

Many t h a n k s  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  s e n t  n o t e s  with t h e i r  su rvey  r e t u r n s .  Hf main 
problem i s  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  had t ime t o  r e p l y  t o  most of them. J e f f  S w i t t  asked i f  
t h e  p r i c e s  were i n  Canadian o r  United S t a t e s  d o l l a r s .  I t  was my i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  y 
t h e y  be i n  Canadian d o l l a r s ;  which a r e  w ~ r t h  about  75 c e n t s  US. However, p l e a s e  
remember t h a t  t h e  p r i c e s  a r e  only  a  g u i d e  a s  t o  what t h e  cance l  1s worth.  Other 
f a c t o r s  m u s t  be t aken  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  such a s  t h e  cover  i t s e l f  ( i s  i t  an 
a d v e r t i s i n g  c s v e r ? ) ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  cover  ( i s  i t  t o r n  or s o i l e d ? ) ,  t h e  
s h a r p n e s s  and comple teness  of t h e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  and t h e  r a t e  or d e s t i n a t i o n .  I t  
should  a l s o  be mentioned t h a t  t h e  p r i c e s  wil l  be reviewed a f t e r  t h e  Richardson 
Flag Cancel C o l l e c t i a n  i s  a u c t i o n e d  a f f ,  and a d j u s t e d  where n e c e s s a r y .  

Ken Barlow i s  wondering i f  we could  pe rhaps  upda te  t h e  "banner t y p e "  s l o g a n s ,  
s i n c e  t h e y  somewhat r e semble  t h e  f l a g  c a n c e l s .  I t  sounds l i k e  a  good idea  t o  me. 
What about  a  l i s t i n g  of meter s l o g a n s  u s i n g  f l a g s  i n  t h e i r  d i e s  a s  w e l l ?  Perhaps  
t h e s e  cou ld  be inc luded  a s  an annex t o  any subsequen t  r e v i s i o n  t o  t h e  Richardson 
Handbook. However, s i n c e  I d o n ' t  have many "banner  t y p e "  s l o g a n s  o r  me te r s  with 
f l a g s ,  would someone l i k e  t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  I  am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
s t u d y  group members would be p l e a s e d  t o  send t h a t  person a  l i s t i n g  of t h e i r  
h o l d i n g s ,  and we could  p u b l i s h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  nex t  y e a r .  T h a t ' s  i t  f o r  now. Try 
and make Char lo t t e town i f  you can!  

WARNING! ! 

If I  have n o t  r e c e i v e d  your 1917-1919 F lag  Cancel Survey b y  September 3 0 t h ,  
( i t  was i n  Vol. 1 ,  No. 1 of t h e  Flaq P o l e )  you W I L L  N O T  be s e n t  t h e  nex t  
n e w s l e t t e r .  That n e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  have some i n t e r e s t i n g  new i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
1941-42 c a n c e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an a d d i t i o n a l  new f l a g  d i e ,  t h a t  has  no t  been r e p o r t e d  
be fo re .  Why wa i t  f o r  September? D O  IT NOW! 


