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By Lar ry  R. Paige 
11 45 S h i l l e l a g h  Road 
Chesapeake, V i r g i n i a  23323 

I THANKS FOR YOUR HELP 
We a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  have some r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e s  by two members 
t h i s  i s s u e ,  David S e s s i o n s  and R. G.  Heasman. Bob has  f u r n i s h e d  
a copy of  a l e t t e r  by t h e  Chief P o s t  O f f i c e  I n s p e c t o r  on t h e  
change from Type 7 t o  Type 8. I w a s  a b l e  t o  have t h e  l e t t e r  
reduced so  i t  could  be shown i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  Dave h a s  f o u r  
d i f f e r e n t  r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e s .  I could  use  more of  t h i k  t y p e  of  
m a t e r i a l  t o  h e l p  keep  t h e  B u l l e t i n  i n  p roduc t ion .  I have 
w r i t t e n  two a r t i c l e s  f o r  "Topics1I on t h e  f l a g  c a n c e l s  and would 

P 
l i k e  t o  s e e  more members of  t h e  s t u d y  group send ing  more i n f o r -  

I- / .. 
mation on any p e r s o n a l  r e s e a r c h  t h e y  may be do ing  t o  vTopics l l  
t o  be pub l i shed .  They a r e  always look ing  f o r  t h i s  t ype  of 
m a t e r i a l .  I have had on ly  one want l i s t  from a member which is  
l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  and would l i k e  t o  h e a r  from more members 

, s o  I can  p u t  a n o t h e r  want l i s t  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .  I went t o  
I n t e r p e x  on March 6, 1981 and w a s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  on ly  one cove r  
t h a t  w a s  a decen t  f l a g  cance l .  The Canadian d e a l e r s  t h e r e  were 
Richard Lamb, A r t  L e g g e t t ,  Harold Gordon, D. I .  Jo rgensen ,  
Andrew H o l t z ,  and George Wegg. I would l i k e  t o  h e a r  any i d e a s  
on a semina r  f o r  Bnapex 81 a t  O t t a w a .  Anyone t h a t  would l i k e  
t o  pu t  on a  program, now i s  t h e  t ime  t o  s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  about  i t  
as i t ' s  l e s s  t h e n  s i x  months away. I would l i k e  t o  h e a r  from t h e  
members t h a t  a r e  p l ann ing  on go ing  t o  O t t a w a  s o  we can t e l l  what 
kind of  a t t e n d a n c e  we may have.  We have t h r e e  more o f  t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  members t h a t  want t h e i r  names back on t h e  l i s t  a s  w e l l  as 
one new member. We now have a grand t o t a l  o f  21 members and 
expec t  t o  s e e  more i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

#15 - David S e s s i o n s  
#49 - Floyd G .  McNey 
#68 - Douglas W. Lingard 

#73 - C l i n t o n  A.  P h i l l i p s  



NEW HANDBOOK I N  EARLY STAGES 

Graham Noble and Ron McGuire a r e  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t he  information 
f o r  a handbook on t h e  1939 Royal V i s i t .  B a s i c a l l y  t h e  f l a g  can- 
c e l s  a r e  t he  m a t e r i a l  t h e  s tudy group could h e l p  wi th  so  if any 
members have anything they t h i n k  w i l l  h e l p ,  p lease  drop Graham o r  
Ron a  no te .  I t m  s u r e  t h e  members should be a b l e  t o  h e l p  i n  some 
way. I have s e n t  photographs of every th ing  I would f i n d  t o  he lp  
them. I t m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  informat ion  i n  t h i s  new handbook w i l l  
b e n e f i t  t h e  members and c o l l e c t o r s  of f l a g  cance l s .  I t  w i l l  
probably g ive  us  new informat ion  on t h ings  we never  knew and 
make our  want l i s t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  l a r g e r .  Am r e a l l y  looking fo r -  
ward t o  t h i s  new handbook. Haven't heard what t h e  expected 
d a t e  i s  f o r  r e l e a s e  bu t  as soon as I hea r  from Graham on t h i s  
w i l l  pass  on t h i s  informat ion .  

HUB X - 6 STROKES 

While t a l k i n g  wi th  A r t  Legget t  a t  In t e rpex ,  we d iscussed  t he  
Type 4 Montreal. A l l  t h e  Montreal Hub X s x i  s t r o k e s  t h a t  I have 
seen a r e  a l l  p h i l a t e l i c  and da ted  June 2 2 ,  1897. None t h a t  I T 

have seen a r e  p o s t a l l y  used and a l l  have been unaddressed. My 
cover  f i t s  t h i s  same d e s c r i p t i o n .  I had t o  pay more then it 
w a s  worth i n  my opinion f o r  a  p h i l a t e l i c  cover  bu t  then ,  when I 
go t  mine, i t  was on ly  t h e  t h i r d  example I had e v e r  seen .  A r t -  
Legget t  showed me t h r e e  examples he had a t  I n t e rpex  and he may 
s t i l l  have them. The p r i c e  is h i g h e r  now then when I bought 
mine bu t  t h i s  i s  a dec i s i on  c o l l e c t o r s  have t o  make i f  they  
want t o  have t h e  covers  f o r  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  I f  any one i s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  4-2, p lease  drop A r t  Legget t  a note .  

WANT LIST OF: WILMER C .  ROCKET 



MONTREAL TYPE 1 FLAGS 

DAVID SESSIONS 

I t  w i l l  be known t o  some s t u d e n t s  t h a t  Dies  E and F a r e  l e s s  
common i n  1897 than  t h e  o t h e r  d i e s .  Apart  from be ing  withdrawn, 
a long  w i t h  d i e  A ,  i n  mid June t o  make way f o r  t h e  Type 4 J u b i l e e  
f l a g s ;  t hey  were a l s o  o u t  o f  commission f o r  a w h i l e  e a r l i e r  i n  
t h e  yea r .  Die E appea r s  t o  have been withdrawn f o r  a s h o r t  per- 
i od  i n  March and e a r l y  A p r i l  w h i l s t  Die F h a s  n o t  been no ted  a t  
a l l  i n  February  and March 1897. 

Die E t s  rep lacement  w a s  a wavy l i n e  o b l i t e r a t i o n  and Die F 1 s  a 
s t r a i g h t  b a r s  o b l i t e r a t i o n .  

The p e r i o d  o f  u se  s o  f a r  no ted  f o r  t h e  replacement  d i e s  a re : -  

wavy l i n e  - 10 Mar - 6 Apr 1897 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  - 30 J a n  - 27 Mar 1897. 

Members w i t h  examples of  f l a g  d i e s  E and F c l o s e  t o  t h e  d a t e s  
l i s t e d  a r e  asked  t o  r e p o r t  them s o  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  p e r i o d s  of  
wi thdrawal  can  be narrowed down. I f  anyone h a s  examples o f  t h e  
replacement  d i e s  used i n  1897 b u t  o u t s i d e  t h e  extreme d a t e s  
l i s t e d  then  I should  a l s o  be p l eased  t o  h e a r  abou t  them. Of 
c o u r s e ,  i f  someone wishes  t o  throw a spanne r  i n  t h e  works, w i t h  
f l a g s  E o r  F used w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of  a l l e g e d  wi thdrawal ,  p l e a s e  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  do s o  b u t  I should  welcome p h o t o s t a t  ev idence .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y  why t h e  rep lacements  mentioned and n o t  t h e  mys te r ious  
Die K? 

Comments t o  David S e s s i o n s  p l e a s e ,  3 Landf i e l d  C lose ,  Henbury, 
E r i s t o l ,  England BSlO 7KD 



TYPE 4 MONTREAL 

IMPERIAL HUB X AND Z 

4- 1 Z 5 *June 21, 1897 J u l y  31, 1897 
4-2 X 6 *June 20, 1897 *Aug. 5, 1897 
4-3 Z 6 *June 21, 1897 *July  13, 1897 
4-4 X 7 *June 21, 1897 * J u l y  10, 1897 
4- 5 Z 7 *June 20, 1897 *June 30, 1897 
4-7 X 5 *June 25, 1897 June 29, 1897 

I IMPERIAL I 
June 21, 1897 Aug. 17, 1897 

BICKERDIKE 
. - ;  

5- 1 *Ju ly  10, 1897 Aug. 18, 1897 

TYPE 6 

MONTFlEAL - OTTAWA 

BICKERDIKE . 
. - . .- - -  . - -. . ~~ 

6- 1 Montreal  Apr. 13, 1898 Apr. 18, 1898 
6-2 O t t a w a  Oct. 30, 1897 *Mar. 2, 1898 



MONTREAL JUBILEE (TYPE 4 )  FLAGS 

DAVID SESSIONS 

There r e c e n t l y  appeared,  a t  a u c t i o n ,  a Montreal  J u b i l e e  f l a g  
l i s t e d  a s  4-2 and I ,  l i k e  some o t h e r  members o f  t h e  group I 
s u s p e c t ,  w a s  a l l  s e t  t o  b i d  as t h e  i tem does n o t  appea r  t o o  
f r e q u e n t l y .  F o r t u n a t e l y  it w a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  ca t a logue  
and c l o s e  examinat ion showed t h a t  it w a s  i n  f a c t  4-4 one of  t h e  
i d e n t i f y i n g  s t r o k e s  having  f a i l e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  p rope r ly .  The 
a u c t i o n e e r  w a s  advised  and q u i t e  p r o p e r l y  withdrew t h e  i tem.  A s  
t h i s  i s  t h e  second time I have n e a r l y  been f o o l e d  by poor i n k i n g  
i t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  remind f l a g  c o l l e c t o r s  n o t  t o  r e l y  en- 
t i r e l y  upon t h e  number-of s t r o k e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f u r l ;  t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  mainly i n  t h e  number and l e n g t h  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
s t r o k e s  i n  t h e  body of  t h e  f l a g .  For  s y s t e m a t i c  examinat ion i t  
i s  recommended t h a t  t h e  f l a g  be d iv ided  i n t o  t h e  f i v e  n a t u r a l  
s e c t i o n s  d e l i n e a t e d  by t h e  f o l d s .  

A s  one would expec t ,  t h e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  f l a g s  a r e  normally  p a i r e d  
wi th  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e r s ,  two d e s c r i b e d  as X and Z i n  t h e  Hand- 
book and a t h i r d  which i s  similar t o  type  Z b u t  w i th  t h e  ' 7 '  of 
1897 s e r i f f e d ,  we s h a l l  c a l l  t h i s  type  Y. The r e g u l a r  combina- 
t i o n s  are:-  

<-. 

D a t e r  Y ,  5-s t roke f l a g  (4-1) 
D a t e r  2, 6-s t roke  f l a g  (4-3) 
D a t e r  X ,  7 -s t roke  f l a g  (4-4) .  

I t  i s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  $hese combinat ions  w i l l  normal ly  be found, 
commercially used ,  between 21 June and 10 J u l y  1897. Most ex- 
amples of t h e  'abnormal1 combinat ions  and d a t e s  o u t s i d e  those  
mentioned appea r  t o  be o f  a p h i l a t e l i c  n a t u r e  - cover / ca rds  be ing  
unaddressed,  l a c k i n g  backstamp o r  be ing  a s e t  o f  J u b i l e e  stamps 
on i n d i v i d u a l  covers  a l l  t o  t h e  same addressee .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  were n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  use  u n t i l  21  June 
( a  Monday) and F r e d e r i c k  Landford s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h o s e  i tems  da ted  
20  June were i n  f a c t  made around 25 June .  If cove r s  were t o  be 
'manufactured1 t h e n  20 June w a s  a r easonab le  d a t e  t o  choose as 
t h i s  was t h e  a c t u a l  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  co rona t ion .  
A l l  20 June i t ems  seen  by myself have been 'adnormal '  combinations 
of  d a t e r  and f l a g .  Apart  from t h e  two 'abnormals '  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
Handbook o f  Da te r  X ,  6 -s t roke  f l a g  (4-2) and D a t e r  2, 7-s t roke  
f l a g  (4-5) I have seen  unaddressed c a r d s  c a r r y i n g  Da te r  Y ,  6-s t roke 
f l a g  and I was shown what appeared t o  be a proof  impression of 
Da te r  Y ,  7 -s t roke  f l a g  a t  Capex i n  1978, a l l  da ted  2 0  June 1897. 
I t  may be co inc idence  b u t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  recorded  J u b i l e e  f l a g  a t  
Ottawa i s  21 June 1897. 



Perhaps  i t  i s  a l s o  worth  ment ion ing  h e r e  t h a t  most ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  
o f  t h e  20 June  i t ems  a r e  t imed a t  5-0 which i n  i t s e l f  would be - 
unusua l .  Toronto used a twenty f o u r  hour  c l o c k  and one f e e l s  
t h a t  t h e r e  cou ld  n o t  have been much commercial mail be ing  can- 
c e l l e d  a t  5  a . m . ,  t h e  t ime marks most u s u a l l y  s een  a r e  between 
15.00 and 19.00. 

lAbnormalt combina t ions  have a l s o  been n o t e d  c a r r y i n g  d a t e  22 June  
and most o f  t h e s e  a r e . ' d a t e d  12.0. The Canadian P o s t a l  Museum 
a t  Capex showed a complete  s e t  o f  J u b i l e e  s tamps on i n d i v i d u a l  
c o v e r s  c a r r y i n g  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  of  d a t e  X ,  6 - s t roke  f l a g  (4 -2 ) ,  
d a t e d  22 J u n e  and a l l  add res sed  t o  !Owen Evans1 .  

The f i r s t  B icke rd ike  machines commenced r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  a t  
Montreal  on 10 J u l y  1897 when a t  l e a s t  3  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  ( F l a g s  
5-1, 7-5 and 7-6) and a l l -  s i x  were i n  u s e  by 1 3  J u l y .  Thus any 
I m p e r i a l  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  a f t e r  10 J u l y  must be examined c a r e f u l l y  
w h i l s t  t h o s e  d a t e d  a f t e r  13  J u l y  shou ld  be r ega rded  w i t h  deep 
s u s p i c i o n .  I should  be  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  s e e  ev idence  of  t h e  l a t e  
d a t e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  Handbook b e i n g  examples o f  r e g u l a r  com- 
m e r c i a l  u se .  

Two examples do e x i s t  o f  a p p a r e n t  commercial u s e  o f  an labnormall  
combina t ion ,  d a t e r  X and 5-s t roke  f l a g  ( n o t  l i s t e d  i n  Handbook) 
b o t h  d a t e d  25 June 1897. A p h o t o s t a t  i n  my p o s s e s s i o n  shows 
t ime mark .24 .0  ( i . e .  m idn igh t )  which i s  unusua l  b u t  t h e  c o v e r  
l o o k s  t o  be a normal commercial example. However, t h e  d a t e r  f i  
(Type X )  i s  n o t  t h a t  which normal ly  accompanied t h e  7 - s t roke  
f l a g ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  one normal ly  found w i t h  t h e  Type 1  
f l a g ,  d i e  B .  

Comments p l e a s e  t o  David S e s s i o n s ,  3 L a n g f i e l d  C.lose, Henbury, 
E r i s t o l ,  England BSlO 7ND 

Topics  h a s  a new e d i t o r  e l e c t  as. o f  A p r i l  1 5 t h ,  H.  Michael  S t r e e t ,  
P. 0 .  Box 230, Ancas to r ,  O n t a r i o  L9G 3N6 and t h i n k  any h e l p  by a 
S tudy  Group member w i t h  any r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e  would be  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
A m  l o o k i n g  forward t o  some new r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e s  by o u r  members 
i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  Topics .  



THE IMPERIAL MACHIXE AT OTTAWA 

On page 14 of  t h e  Handbook t h e  b e l i e f  i s  expres sed  t h a t  on ly  one 
I m p e r i a l  machine w a s  s e n t  t o  O t t a w a  and I have found no ev idence  
t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e  we a r e  l e f t  w i t h  one o r  two 
l i m p o s s i b l e l  d a t e s .  

The Type 1 f l a g  d i e  w a s  withdrawn t o  make way f o r  t h e  J u b i l e e  f l a g  
(4-6) and w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e - in t roduced  on o r  abou t  6 August 1897. 
Th i s  b e i n g  s o  one wonders how t h e  J u b i l e e  f l a g  came t o  be used as 
l a t e  as 15,  16 and 17 August as r e p o r t e d ,  I shou ld  l i k e  t o  conf i rm 
t h e  d a t e  o f  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  as f a r  as p o s s i b l e  and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  
t h e  l a t e  d a t e s  f o r  4-6 a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  p h i l a t e l i c  p r a c t i c e s  
s imilar  t o  t h o s e  a p p a r e n t l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  Mont rea l .  I have a 
commercial exam l e  o f  4-6 used  on 4  August (7-0) and 1-10 used on 
16 August (11-07 and shou ld  welcome c o n f i r m a t o r y  r e p o r t s ,  w i t h  
t ime  marks,  o f  usage  between t h e s e  d a t e s .  Repor t s  as t o  t h e  s t a t u s  
o f  any examples o f  4-6 used a f t e r  5 August would a l s o  be v e r y  
welcome. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y  1-9 h a s  s t i l l  o n l y  been r e p o r t e d  t o  11 June  1897 and 
4-6 from 21 J u n e  1897; I s u s p e c t  t h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  prove t o  be a 
f i r m  d a t e  b u t  shou ld  have expec ted  some l a t e r  r e p o r t s  o f  1-9 by 

r' now, any o f f e r s ?  

Two p o i n t s  shou ld  be borne  i n  mind h e r e  ( 1 )  C t t a w a  used a 12-hour 
sys tem f o r  t ime  marks as opposed t o  M o n t r e a l l s  24-hour system.  ( 2 )  
The p r e v i o u s  r e p o r t  o f  2 August 1837 f o r  1-10 shou ld  be i g n o r e d ,  
t h i s  i s  an example o f  poo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and i s  e i t h e r  12 o r  22  
August. The impres s ion  i s  on a f r o n t  on ly  s o  t h e r e  i s  no back- 
stamp t o  p r o v i d e  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

I n  p a s s i n g  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ' t o  n o t e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  autonomy exer -  
c i s e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  p o s t  o f f i c e s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  I m -  
p e r i a l  machine a t  Mont rea l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  on 10 March 1896 and 
w a s  p l aced  on t r i a l  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  A p r i l  y e t  by 1 A p r i l  1896 
O t t a w a  t o o  had a similar machine i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

Comments t o  David S e s s i o n s  p l e a s e ,  3 L a n g f i e l d  C l o s e ,  Henbury, 
B i r s t o l ,  England RS1O 7  N D  



NEW HARDBOOK I S  RELEASED 

J u s t  r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  a new handbook i s  o u t  by one of  o u r  
members - A l l a n  L. S t e i n h a r t .  "The Admiral Era:  A Rate Study 
1912 - 1928" Though n o t  on f l a g  c a n c e l s ,  i t  w i l l  h e l p  w i t h  
r e s e a r c h  and r a t e s  on Type 21-41 t h e  1917-18 w a r  pe r iod  f l a g s .  
A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  on ly  1000 c o p i e s  were p r i n t e d  s o  t h o s e  who a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  should  o r d e r  it e a r l y .  The p r i c e  i s  $17.50 and 
$23.50 f o r  t h e  ha rd  bound i s s u e  which i s  l i m i t e d .  Mail o r d e r s  
t o :  

J i m  A .  Hennok Ltd.  
43  Adela ide  E a s t  

Toronto Canada 
M5C 154 

P.S. COKGRATULATIONS A L L A S .  

NEW DATER DIAL DESCRIPTION 

-? 

I n  David S e s s i o n s  a r t i c l e  on t h e  Type 4 K o n t r e a l  F lag  Cance l ,  
he h a s  sugges t ed  a new l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  d a t e r  d i a l s .  I a g r e e  w i t h  
Dave and have shown below t h e  way I unde r s t and  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n .  I 
have i n  my c o l l e c t i o n  a use  w i t h  t h e  Y d a t e r  d i a l  f o r  t h e  5 ,  6 ,  
and 7  s t r o k e  u s e ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e  5  s t r o k e  u s e  went th rough  t h e  mail 
and i s  backstamped. The 6 and 7  s t r o k e  i s  s t r i c t l y  p h i l a t e l i c  
u se .  Shown below a r e  t h e  t h r e e  d a t e r  d i a l s  "X, Y ,  and Z v .  

X and Z as from F l a g  Cance l  Handbook. 
Y t h e  seven i s  s e r i f f e d  i n  t h e  y e a r d a t e  1897 



TORONTO FLAGS TYPE 7/8 

D A V I D  SESSIONS 

The p o i n t  i s  made on page 18 of  t h e  Handbook t h a t  c o r r e l a t i o n  
between l a t e  use  of t h e  Type 7 f l a g s  and e a r l y  use  of  t h e  Type 8 
f l a g s  would be i n t e r e s t i n g .  A f u r t h e r  p o i n t  i s  made concern ing  
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  a number of l i m p o s s i b l e '  d a t e s .  I have always 
assumed t h a t  convers ion  from Type 7 t o  Type 8 would invo lve  a t  
l e a s t  a day and t h i s  b e i n g  s o  t h e r e  would appea r  t o  be an impos- 
s i b l e  d a t e  i n  t h e  Handbook. Die D (7-13) i s  recorded  up t o  23 
Feb 1898 w h i l s t  i n  i t s  amended from (8-20) it i s  recorded  on t h e  
same day. Having r e c e n t l y  confirmed (8-20) by t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of 
a cove r  t imed a t  19-0 I should be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  s e e  conf i rma t ion  
of  t h e  use  of (7-13) on t h a t  day; t h e  t ime mark would be p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Type 7  r e s e r v e  Die ' G I  (7-16) w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  used on 23 February 
o n l y ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h i s  was t h e  c r i t i c a l  day f o r  changeover.  Extreme 
d a t e s  known t o  me s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a r  Type 7  d i e s  were e i t h e r  
withdrawn i n  p a i r s  o r  i n  b a t c h e s  of 3 and were back i n  s e r v i c e  
w i t h i n  a day o r  so .  

My r e c o r d s  show t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e v i s e d  e a r l y  and l a t e  d a t e s  ( w i t h  
t ime  marks where known:- 

/ Type 7 ( l a t e )  Type 8 ( e a r l y )  

A Feb 23 '98  
B Peb 23 ' 98  
C Feb 22 ' 98  
D Feb 23 '98 
E Feb 22 '98  (19-0) 
F Feb 21 '98  (19-0) 

Feb 27 ' 98  
Feb 26 ' 9 8  
Feb 24 ' 98  
Feb 23 ' 98  (19-0) 
Feb 23 ' 9 8  
Feb 23 ' 98  

I t  w i l l  be s e e n  t h a t  t h e  'El  d i e  i n  Type 7 format  w a s  s t i l l  i n  use  
a t  7 p.m. on 22 February  and i s  r e p o r t e d  i n  Type 8 format  t h e  f o l -  
lowing day. T h i s  t o o  l o o k s  t o  be p r e t t y  s l o c k  and conf i rma t ion  
of t h e  23 February  r e p o r t ,  a long  w i t h  timemark, would be most wel- 
come. 

Now t h a t  t h e  d a t e s  o f  convers ion  have been s o  n e a r l y  pin-pointed 
it would be i n s t r u c t i v e  i f  members o f  t h e  s t u d y  group h o l d i n g  ex- 
amples of t h e  extreme d a t e s  l i s t e d  would r e p o r t  on t h e  a c t u a l  
t ime marks t h e n  perhaps  we could b u t t o n  up t h e  job complete ly .  

I t  may i n t e r e s t  r e a d e r s  t o  know t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  two heavy b a r s  
1 were added t o  t h e  Type 7 f l a g s  a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  of  M r .  Sweetnam 

who was Chief  P o s t  O f f i c e  I n s p e c t o r  a t  t h e  t ime.  

I Repor t s  t o  David S e s s i o n s  p l e a s e ,  3  Langf i e ld  C l o s e ,  Henbury, 
R r i s t o l ,  England,  BSlO 7 ND 



-- - 

CONVERSION FROM TYPE 7 TO TYPE 8 R. G. HEASMAN 

Collectors of flag cancellations have often wondered why the Post Office 
department saw fit to virtually destroy the rather simple elegance of the 
Type 7 flags by the addition of two ugly black bars. We have all felt the 
frustration of trying to find even half-way decent strikes of the revised 
(Type 8) dies among the thousands which continue to exist, but whoae only 
remaining identifiable characteristics are the bars themselves. 

The writer has now seen a copy of a letter in the Canadian Postal Museum 
which answers the question (and confirms what many of us had previously 
speculated but had been unable to prove). The letter was written on 
9 March, 1898 by M. Sweetman, Chief Post Office Inspector, to The 
Postmaster General. On the chance that it may be of interest to the Study 
Group members, the bulk of its contents are reproduced below: 

"... on, the subject of the cancellation of Postage Stamps by the 
'Bickerdike' Stamping Machines, I beg respectfully to state that 
attention has been given to this matter. 

"In the Toronto Post Office sufficient care had not been taken to 
properly ink the date-stamp and obliterator. The four Postmasters, in 
whose Offices the stamping machines in question are in use, were all 
instructed to have special care takem to have the inking suitable 
attended to from day to day. 

"I also caused two heavy bars to be added to the obliterators in use 
in the Toronto Machines. These have been in use for a fortnight and 
work satisfactorily. The.obliterators in the machines in the remaining 
three Offices, - Montreal, Ottawa, and Hamilton, - will at once be 
similarly altered. This will secure a full measure of cancellation of 
Postage Stamps". 

The reference to Ottawa is of passing interest in that the Ottawa Post Office 
never had a Type 7 obliterator to convert1 It became the ultimate repository 
of the travelling "G" die - but only after it had already been converted to 
Type 8 and used for 1 day at Toronto, sent to Hamilton for 3 (reported) days 
of use, and finally to Ottawa where it is first known on 29 March (new 
early date) - some three weeks after the letter was written. 



no m. - 
lid- 

R.forrirg t o  tho  r o o r m p . ~ i g  oarmnioation f r o r  

& p m t r o w  a t  Taanto,d.bd 16th oltlmo,on thr rubjoot of 
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I hare tho honor t o  be, 

Tta Ran. Si r ,  

Sh. P a t c u r t a r  Onoral ,  Your moot obrdiont 80rrurt, 

O T T A W A .  
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