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EARLY WEST COAST SHIP MAIL 
Thanks to Gray Scrimgeour 

Mail on the British Columbia coast in Colonial times was transported almost exclusively by ship, 
hit idy ships of the Hudson's Bay and later by s d e r  companies that operated dong the coast, 
at little or no cost. Following Confederation the practice continued, except the mail must bear 
Canadian postage and rarely is the ship identified. In this early period the only way to identifl 
how the mail was transported is through the use of news paper records which often listed ship 
arrival and departures. It was not until the early 1890's that the coastal shipping companies 
started marking mail with the ship's hand stamp as part of an attempt to gain lucrative mail 
contracts fiom the Canadian Post Office. 

The cover above was sent by E. McLean to Donald MacKay of the Hudson's Bay Company in 
Victoria and is docketed as coming fiom the Nass River, being received 14' Mar. '79., and is 
postmarked "VICTORIA / MR 13 1 79". The Colonist reports the Grappler was the only ship to 
arrive at Victoria fiom Wrangel Alaska on that date. Advertisements indicate the Captain 
William Meyer, Master of the Grappler made regular trips between Victoria and Wrangel in 
1879. Therefore it can be assumed the letter was carried by the Grappler. 

The British Columbia Postal History News Letter is published quarterly on behalf of the British North America 
Philatelic Society. Dues for the News Letter are $8.00 for one year or $15.00 for two years ($ CAN or $ US). 
Checks should be payable to the Editor, Bill Topping, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6P 5K2, Canada. 
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EAK1,Y WEST COST SHIP MAIL - cont. 

Nelson lsland 
Via. Vancouver, B.C. 
June 26Ih 1894 

"We are situated 125 miles north of Victoria in Georgia 
Strait. No regutar mail service. Nothing on the Island 9 
but us. 25 altogether. We are lucky to have a steamer 
passing & pull out to get this maild." 

The postal stationery was written on Nelson Island on June 26, I894 to Louis Metzger in 
Belleville. Illinois, and was postmarked at Vancouver on June 28, 1894. The Thursday, June 28, 
1 894 issue of the News Adverfiser reports that the S.S. Comox left Vancouver on Mondays and 
Thursdays at 1 1 a.m. for Shoal Bay.call~g at waygobts. ~.. Again - . -- it - can - . be assumed . . .  . the card was 
carried on the S.S. Comox - see Post Office Notice 1" April, 1897 

T H E  ADDRESS TO eE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. 

I 
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Post Office Notice, Victoria, 1" April 1879 
'Thanks to Gray Scrin~geour 

ARRIVAL A N D  C1,OSING O F  MAILS AT VICTORIA 

VANCOUVER & PORT NEVILLE, R. P. 0. I STR. COMOX 
.IAN 19 1906 

(_._ _ - . . .  . .  . . . . . _ _  . __ _ . ~ . . . . _ . . - _ _ l _  __ 
I v 

I IRiesinn Bllip "(!Inluutbin." 

I 
VANCOUVER. B. C. 

I 
I 
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R4OKE RECENT DATERS 
l ' hanks  to  Doug Murray 

Ken Ellison 
Bill Tidball 
Andrew Scott 
And others 

I01006 

FEB 2 4 2004 
LAKE COUNTRY 

BC 
V4V 1x7  

i 

GLEN PARK 435333 
POST OFFICE i : " "' ' . : ' 'JSTE 

JUN 2 6 2005 

102-1940 RUC i(/:!iE ROAD 
KELOWNA Hi: 'v' I v 1 YO 

r --- 
I;tACH C I T Y  P 3 3 T A i  I 

101089 
: !.'(;ST. ~ I ~ ~ . - j i l ; ! ? ~ ; b . ; : ; . . . '  , ::Ti. ' 

. .  . .  1 :. ., :! .< 1 
-. 4 . . 

AUG P 5 2005 

232 MAiN ST[.; .... i r 
V4V IGO PENTICTON BC V:!A 580 

POST OFFICE BUREAU PO 

APR 19  2005 

, , . . .  r : , Jb ' ! . c -V&LU F b  
:'.;iTHEE.Y, E(c V#(/ if'fl 

1 1 4120 HIGHWAY 3 C A f  

- -..---.. ROCK CREEK BC VOH 1YO 

;,mart Shoppers Discount-232 Main St. 

lpened 1 Nov 2004. .Penticton 

> i d  not receive cancel until this week 
vov22/ 26th. 

BUREAU DE n T ) S ~ ~ s ! ~ ~ ~ ~  
[ J i  *JL;, [, ' ..; 

101457 
1 1 0 1 3 2 2  

Vancouver Waterfront And 
New Wesfminster In 1800's 

The Vancouver waterfront Lnd appeared ln the 1860's. In 1810, 
skyllne (top) at  the tlme of the nea r  Hastlngs MUl on the south 
clty's lncorp~rat lon ln Aprll, shore, the vlllnge of GTMviU0 
1886. (Below, New Westmlnster sprung up around "GrusyJack" 
late  In 1859.) Vancouver was dl Delghton's hotel, patronhed by 
burned to ashes two monthsafter satlors, loggers and f lshermeh 
Its lncorporatlon, but CPR vlce The f l rs t  traln arrlved at  Coal 
president Sir Wlllhm Van Home Harbour ln 1881, drawnbyewlne 
(who names the clty d t e r  CapL 374 whlch now stands at  Klt- 
Goewe Vancouver) c h o i a e n e w  SUMO Beach Park. m e  new 
s l t e  at  Coal Harbour ln pref- termlnU attracted other rall- 
erence to Port Moody for  the!  wayr.Pnd became the focdpolnt- 
v'estem termlnll of ' the trans* .of 'trans-PacUlc trade a& Uu 
continental rallwpy llne and a western Canadlan base fo r  the 
potential cnteway to the Orlent  CPR's three new "Whlte Em- 
Vancouver sprang back to IUe presses" 1891. 'lheportbegan 
amld the t r ee  stumps, spread to grow at  a phenomenal mte, 
over the old S d b h  lndlnn lands, boosted by the Klondlke gold rush 
and rapldly outgrew New West- of 1898, the Panama Canal com- 
mlnster a s  Canada's maln west- pletlon ln 1915, and nctlve graln 
e rn  port and B. C. centre of t rade ln 1921. 
commerce. 

Settlement around Burrard 
Inlet prevlous to the rnUWW 
e r a  had been slow. The Hud- 
son's Bpy Co. ln 1827 began a 
thrlvlnc t rade ln furs, flsh and 

NOV 3 0 2004 I NOV 2 3 2004 1 potatoes at  Fort Langley. The 
Framer Rlver gold rush gave 
much more lUe to New west-  
minster Uw to Burrard Inlet  / PENl.iCiirlu,BC / I  n e n m l n e r s f r o m t h e = y *  PENTICTON BC 

Opened end of August 2004 

- - 

V2A 580 

1 

~ l i c u m  Beach progress  

V2A 5HO 

NEW WESTMMSTER 
(Bottom) late ln 1859 the Year 

it was founded a s  the cwltal  
city of the Crown Colony of Brlc 
tish Co lumbL ?Way lt la the 
largest  freshwater port On the 
Canadlan west colut, and UIB 
maln ngrlcultwal market born  
of the lower mr..dsnd. The slte 
was selected by Col. R C. 
~ o o d y ;  11 was surveyed and lald 
out by Royal Engineers. Queen 
Vlctorla named It d t e r  West- 
mlnster, now part  of London, 
and the new clty got off to a 
roarlng s t a r t  as  a port and sW- 
ply base fo r  the Carlboo gold 
r u s h  The clty's  resent dally 

I 
Clty came dlgglng for  Coal ln 
1859; and three men looklng for 
potters clay got a crown land 
grant  ln 1862 and bull1 a c a b h  

Zellers---300-2210 Main St. Penticton the lnleL Sawmu' 

-. - ~ 

vats schools established, ehur- 
ches blltlt, and ln 1883. Lba f l r d  
public school v a s  open& New 
Westmlnster w u  cbosen pr the 
southern termlnal of the Collins 
overland telegraph P l m d  to 
connect E C. pnd Alaska Wth 
Slberla; and 11 became the aorth- 
western termlnd of the new wes- 
tern Unlon telegraph I b e  from 
Oregon, In 1885, Uie f l rs t  mes- 

. qnge rece lvd  ln Nev Westrnln- 
s l e r  over the new Western Un- 
ion wire was the news of Llu- 
coln's a s s p s s h a t h  In 1866, Ute 
meparate colonles of Vancower 
Island and BrltlshColumbh were 
unlted, and two years  later Lha 
cpp~ta l  was m o v e  to VlcwrLL 
New Westmlnster's g ro r ths lov-  
ed down 8. C:s f l rs t  salmon 
cmnery was eslnbllshed nearby 
ln 1870. 'Ihe city was connected 
wlth Seattle by whpt Ir W w  (be 
Great  Northern RallWaY ln 1891, 
after theCPRby-passed Lhefresb 
water port for a saltwater te l-  
mlnal on B u r r v d  lnleL h 1898, 
a disastrous f lre  burnddovnthe 
business cenwe pnd adjolnlng re- 
sldentlal areas, but rebulldJ4 
greatly lmporved the cl0.  Tbe 
f l r s t  New Wsstmlnster b r a e  
opened lu 1904. The CWR ltne 
reached (ha clly d u r a  the  ear!^ 
1900's Md New Westmlnster's 
rapld groutb as a portpotunder- 
way ln the twentles wlth the car- 
structlon of docks ed terminals 

newspaper began publlshlng ln (Thls hlstorlcd feature Ls p a n  
1861. Flour mllls, sawmills, pnd of a ser les  whlch readers  mas 
lumber mUls were started, prl- wlsh to cllp and save) - Wed., M a y  24, 1967 
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S. S. "MINTO" -ARROW LAKES SERVICE 

l'he S.S. "Minto" was constructed, for the Canadian Pacific Railway, by Bertram lron 
Works. 'Toronto. as a prefabricated hull. The plan was to ship the hull and engines to 
Vancouver to be assembled for use in the Klondike but by the time the hull was 
completed the gold rush was in decline and the hull was diverted to Nakusp where the 
hull was assembled and the superstructure added. The "Minto" was launched November 
18, 1898 to provide service on the Arrow Lakes between Arrowhead and Robson. It was 
162 feet long with accommodation for 70 passengers. 

In 191 1. official Railway Postal Service (RPO) was established on the three CPR ships 
serving the Arrow lakes, namely the "Minto", "Rossland", "Kootenay" , and later the 
'.'Bonnington7'. The three original hammers read "ROB. & A'HEAD R.P.O. 1 B.C. with 
indicia (-. +, *) being used to identifi each ship. The "Minto" was identified by a small 
dash to the !eft and right of'"B.C." Although a number of ship "way mail" markings 
have been reported &om the "Minto" these are all favour marks as RPO status negated 
the use of the ship stamp to mark way mail. 

The "Minto" served on the Arrow Lakes until April 23, 1954 when the C.P.R. sold it to 
the village of Nakusp for $1 -00 with the view to making it into a local museum. The plan 
foundered and the boilers were sold for scrap. In 1956 the hulk was purchased by John 
Nelson for $800 and was towed to Galena Bay were it was beached. John Nelson died in 
1967 at he age of 88 and on August 1 ,  1968 his son, Walter Nelson., had the "Minto" 
towed to the middle of Arrow Lake and sunk. 

"Minto" and John Nelson c-1960 
VI'I . plio~o 936 

Proof strikes of "ROB. A'HEAD R.P.O. 
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ROBSON & ARROWHEAD R .  P .O.  

Summary of markings: 

W-131 ROB. & AfHEAD R . P . O .  / B.C. (ornaments) (1912 1950) 
17G cds #I92 'I-It P = 1911 06 29 (1917 1950) 

#I94 "+" P = 1911 06 29 (1912 1916) 
8196 11*11 P = 1911 06 29 (1913 only) 

W-131A ROB. & AfHEAD / R . P . O .  (proof only) 
17H cds P = 1912 12 31 

W-131B ROB. & AfHEAD R . P . O .  / B.C. (proof only) 
17F cds P = 1914 08 26 

W-130Z ROBSON & A. HEAD, R . P . O .  / B.C. (19?? only) 
5D circular rubber 31 P = 1919 02 05 

W-131C R. & Afhead R.P.O. / Wm. E. Rear, M. C. (1912 1915) 
1E boxed 

W-131E Robson & Arrowhead / J.W. Stevens 
7B circular double rim 

W-131L R. & A. = B.C. / D. M. Dargie 
3C oval 

(1914 only) 

(19?? only) 

W-130L ROBSON & ARROWHEAD, B.C. R.P.O. / N. R. MILLER 
5H circular (19?? only) 

Ludlow - W-131 #I96 - North May 11, 1913 
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ec.. 4 .  , .. ..%. . . .: ." \ ;  
b ;:" C A ; i l i 3  I ' k I I  P A C  I F  I C  ' R A I L P l A Y  ,C O f . i P  A N Y  ' , 

PACIFIC REGION 
.; 

v ,: 1. p "  :. 
Office of t he  Gelleral P~ssenge r  Agont 

>: 

~tincouver, B. C, May LSD, 3951 f 

F i l e  11-4/ 51-c . . , , 

ARilOVJ LAKFIS SERVICE - SS WINT'" - 
Tho Canadian Pacif ic  Lake ~ t e a m s l l i ~  ttMINTO't provides service t i i d s  I 

o week i n  vach d i rec t ion  on ' the  Arrow Lakes on the  following schod~tlet - 
1.- . - Read Down Road Up . I  . . . . I . ,  . . I .  "...'.w 

-7.- --. , - :'. ,. 5.: .WE- L-'-; . -.... '. je j d . . l . . G ; . ' ~ - & ; o ~ t  
Tue*.' & F r i .  4r ~ ~ - " P $ T & % ~ & -   on; 7 
Tue. & F r i ,  3.30 Phi' A r .  PJakuap Lv. 4,OO AM Thrars, 6. Non. 

A r .  5.00 PEtI Wed. R; Snt, Wed, & Sat. 8.00 Ah1 ' Lv. Nnkusp 
Lv, 1,05 Fh! Wed, Rr Sat,  i !Bed, & Sut . 11.45 Ah1 A r ,  Arronhor,d , . :  

. . ! 
On the Southbound t r i p  tho S.S, "1dIfJTON connoatn with Canadian 

J 

Paci f ic  Rnilvuy Train No212 Etistbound a t  Roboon l o s t  h1:loldo.y~ and Thursdays. 
I 

Robson Vest i s  approxir~atoly A85 cliles ea s t  of Vmcouver'on the Kottle V:~lley. 
route of tho Canadian Pac i f ic ,  I 

1 
The northorn terminus of the SS 'Ihi~ll'I'Ot1 is  Arro..71lecid vrhich i s  situp 

I ated u t  tho end 6f a branch l i nq  - 27 u i l e s  muth of tilo town of Revolstoke. ! 

1 on the main l ino  of tho Calladin P ~ c i F i c .  b v e l s t o k e  i t a o l f  i s  379 miles t: 
I 

i 
eas t  of Vancouver. Lake Louis i s  o~ily 146 rliiles errst of Revelstoke a d  
Banff about. 180 milos east ,  thus S t  is  possible t o  cor;lbine a t r i p  oh the 

..I Arrow Lakes yrith your journey t o  o r  from these beau t i fu l  r o so r t s  in tho . , 

Canr.:dinn Iloclcie s. f i  . 
Passengers from tho Fncif i c  

Coast can inolude a t r i p  on tho .Arrow 
Lakes enroute t o  E n ~ t e r n  poirits by 
t rave l l ing  ovor the  Cnnadian Pac i f i c  C 

. . . .. . r-- . '  ., ." - 
thence t o  Arrovr2lead and or~burkillg on 
the SS l1MINTOlt f o r  the t r i p  dovn the  

i L&ea t o  Robson PIoat vrhere con- 

i. b 
nections arc3 made with the Eastbound 

i . t r a i n s ,  Paosengurs f ron Et~s torn  
f - Canrida and tho U.dted S ta tes  trcivol- 
I l i ng  Nwstl)om~d shorl1.d arrange t h e i r  
! stop so ns t o  pornlit a r r i v a l  a t  Robson 

, '  . . . ! Uest on Train No. 11, Piondays rind -., ~ / ~ I J ( ' V U V I : ~ \  

I 7;) . -  . 0 . .  

I 
Thursduys, -... 

I,...*. 8' 

1 The steamer f a r e  het.;~eon Arrowher?.d and Roboon Vast i s  $5e35 plus cost  , 

I 
i of berth ($1'25 t o  $2,00), o r  Stateroom ( @ j o ~ ; O  t o  83.25) Thore &re 22 .-.-.---.' 

ststerooms v i t h  tyro s ingle  ber ths  each and 4 s tn te roo~~ls  with n double lower 
berth and a .sin&le ujjper. These l n t t e r  cnhins can accommodate 3 people. 
Mea1.s are a very reasonable price,  bredcfnst coating 75 cents,  lunch and 
dinner $1,00 each, and are  ~ s r v e d  t b  chi ldren a t  reduced pr icos ,  
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page - 2 - 
The niXMTOn is one of the rapidly  diminishing f l e o t  of paddle wheel 

stenmers which once trnvolled on many of the  r i v e r s  and lakes i n  t he  United 
States  and Canada. !?he nMINTO%rras placed i n  service on the  Arrow Lakes t o  
provide pnssengor and f re igh t  service f o r  the  people of the  d i s t r i c t ,  It mas 
not b u i l t  with n vied t o  accom~:rodnting , t ou r i s t8  .and therof ora intending 
passengers should be cautioned not t o  expect l w u r i o a s  accom~odntion. Cabins . on the tl;:IINl'O1t a re  steam heated ns a r e  the  lounges and although accormnod:ition 
is  not ~pncious ,  n carnfortab;le t r i p  cnm be oxpectod. 

We!rthar dur i i~g t he  smsr is usual ly  ideal. - the days aro wurm and 
the  nights a re  i n v n r k b l y  cool, 

Tho Arran Lukos ~ r o  i n  r e a l i t y  rr pnrt of the  Colmbia River. The 
r i ve r  is broad a t  t h i s  par t  of i t s  course and has t he  appoarmce of a 101% 
lal:e h o m d  i n  by nourltains, Tho on t i re  boat t r i p  from Robson Wost t o  

, -- Arrw~head i s  one of g ror~ t  intcrrost and there  i s  a paneram of beauty on both 
sidos of tho lake ~r'nich' rad ia tes  a d i f f e r en t  hue of groon, dopending on t h e  
locat ion of tho sun, Thtrro i s  a natural  stone arch bridgo botvoon Ronata. and 
DeocrPcrk t h a t  aplmars.frorn tho distanco t o  bo comparable with t h e  bost of 
mnn made architocturo.  About 2 milos north of Noodles, tho Watshnn Lako 
Projoct  is  under construction, vdth tho s i t e  f a r  tho p017er plant  locntod on 
the l&o shore, A t  Burton, tho Uppor and Lo;rer Arrow.:La;tes a r e  joined, 
Nakusp i s  an i~ ipor tnn t  point or1 tho kr rov  .Led:os n s  it i s  the  tominils  of r a i l  

I l i n e s  connoctint: nit11 h s l o  on Kootonay M o  mid Rosobery on S l o c ~ n  Lake. This 
I i s  tha por t  whcro tho "MINTOn s tops  f o r  tho n igh t  boforo continuing i t s  
I 
, journey. Passengers ~ ~ ~ l o - r a r e  Southbbwxl from Ai-rov~head on Saturdays cannot 
i bo accomodated on the W1NTO1I an Snt~rrdny nights,  and reservationo i n  tho 

l oca l  hotol  should be arrongad, Bnlcyon i s  tho s i t e  of tho famous hot 
springs\..t7hsso pooplo come fo r  t reatnont  i n  tha  Sulphur B-ths, 

Tho NI~IINTO~~ has spaoo for  sovon automobiles which cnn bo cnrried 
from one end of the  lake  t o  t ho  other. No vohiclo oxcsoding 61 4'' i n  height 
61 61' i n  ~ : i d th  c~nd excaeding-:five tons i n  w i g h t  can bo accoptod f o r  t rans-  ! 

I portat ion,  Mossurements must 'includo couplings, chimgys nnd rtrdio r m t o m e  

I or  otllor projections, Ro survat ions  f o r  cars  oro nocoss:iry . 
w .- 

I Intending pussengors would do veil t o  bear the  fol.loaing f a c t s  i n  .I.-: 
. - . . 

i .mind-,xrhon consictoring u t r i p  011 .tho lltrINTO1l. 
- . . -* .. . - . . .  - *  .. . . . .  . i"' 

I 
I Advanco rasirrvntioris a rc  nccoss&rf as the  t r i p  i s  vary pepular during 

t l ~ a  sutullor, 

A cco~u:~odntion i s  not luxurious but i s  comfortablo, 

. # '  
. . 
I . :  Mools are plafn, but tho food t s  p a d ,  

I 
T ~ C  t r i p  rcprcsonts wonderful t r a v e l  v : ~ u o  as it i s  inoxponsivo, 
scenic and unusual, Tho ArrovpLLakcs journoy can ons i ly  b~ in- 
corporhtcd i n t o  r\ t r i p  e i t he r  Et~stbound o r  Westbhund. 

Furthor inforlnntion can bo obt:.~inod from C~IIadian Pac i f i c  agents 
or  by writing to:- 
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FAVOUR MARKINGS 

SEP 2 1938 

I - 

FROM S.S. "MTNTO" 

AU 20 / 1936 -> 

IB.c.L.-R. Service 

:SEP 2 1938 . 

. .. Steward's mce 
S. S. MINT0 

L.. .-.-. ..---.- 

H. g, u p  L E G ~  i r ; j8-  ... . . 

1429 WEST I 3 d  fl.i.i~i~.;i;' 
LOS ~ G H L E S  -,+ , :: . ~. : 

OCT 2 1 1946 



I 
j Royal row brewing 
1 The U.K-'s Royal Mail is entering a crucial phase in its 345-year history. The  next " / few months will see its regulator decide how much it will be able to charge for 

During the 2004 holiday season, I stamps until 2010, the publication of a report into its future and the advent of full 
Canada Post processed and delivered i competition for postal services in January2006. Small wonder, then, that there is a 

652 million cards, letters and ' sudden clamour about the company'sE4.5 billion (about 9.4 billion Cdn) pension 
f fund deficit. Royal Mail knows this is one of its strongest cards in arguing for lighter 
1 price controls. Allan Leighton, its chairman, also knows that the deficit could 

It takes more than 750 daily flights / scuttle his plan to make Royal Mail a partly employee-owned business. 
and 6,000 postal vehicles (that travel n o ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ . o c r o ~ ~ ~ 2 5 . 2 0 0 5  

77 million kilometres a year) to 
deliver all the holiday mail that enters 1 FedEx continues domestic expansion 
the Canada Post system. j FedEx Ground, the small-package ground carrier of FedEx Corp, has opened a new 

1 325,000square-foot distribution hub in Hagentown, Maryland, U.S. The $70-million 
1 ($82,068,000 Cdn) hub is one of nine to open as part of a network expansion plan More than six in Canadians look 

that will include the relocation or expansion of more than 290 pick-up and delivery 
forward to what's in their mailbox, 

I terminals through 2010. The expansion will boost the company's current average daily 
and seven in 10 say they like the , pick-up capacity by nearly 70 per cent over the next five yem. 
surprise of receiving something in m TRANSPORTINTELLIGENCE, OCTOBER 25,2005 

Y I the mail. 
' Mail Boxes Etc., UPS claims to be arbitrated 1 \ 

A study commissioned by the ' Mail Boxes Etc. franchisees won a California appeals court ruling that allowed 
U.S. Postal Service that examines 4 them to have their claims against United Parcel Service Inc. heard by arbitrators in 

the attitudes of Generation X and I three large groups rather than as individual cases. The decision by the state Court 
of Appeal in San Diego stems from a 2003 lawsuit by 35 franchisees who said UPS 

Generation 'f (people born between : hurt their business when it converted the Mail Boxes Etc. chain into the UPS Store. 
1965 and 1994) towards mail found i The franchisees claim that the new format emphasized UPS shipping instead of 

that: more than th ree-qua rters of this 1 what they say was more profitable packing services. 
1 BLOOMBERG NEWS VIA LA TIMES, OCTOBER 15.2005 

generation reads and responds to i 
mail just like their older counterparts; 
young consumers are more likely to 
read and respond to printed material 
such as flyers, circulars, catalogues 
and newsletters that reach them 
through the mailbox; and young 
consumers rate 75 per cent of the 
mail they receive as valuable. 

A U.S. report released October 19 
concludes that customers see 

DHL to create retail network 
DHL has announced a new Clbillion (1.4 billion Cdn) program in Europe to 
create a network of retail outlets similar to Mail Boxes Etc (MBE) and Kinko's 
(owned by UPS and FedEx respectively), which are prevalent in the U.S. The 
outlets will act as drop-off points for customers and will be aimed largely at small 
to medium-sized shippers. The plan is to have in place a network of 30,000 outlets 
across Europe by 2008, with 20,000 ready a year earlier, in supermarkets, train 
stations, retail chains and currency exchange offices. The news follows an 
announcement in September by DHL that it is to build a similar network in the 
U.S. The number of outlets it intends to operate in North America has not been 
revealed but is thought to be in the many thousands. 
TRANSPORTINTELLIGENCE, OCTOBER 24.2005 

the threat of identity UPS makes i ts  mark in Canada 
Mail Boxes Etc. Canada will be re-branding as the UPS Store this year with 
overwhelmingsupportamong the Canadian franchisees-95 per cent voted 
in favour. The UPS Storeswill become the country's largest franchised net- 
work of business service centres. Ralph Askar, president and CEO of Mail 

Boxes Etc. Canada, says that they "strongly believe this re-brand will give 
us the added strengths we need to remain competitive and lead the busi- 
ness services and courier markets." The UPS Store was introduced in the 
United States in 2003, and last year alone sold more than 500 franchises. 

ident of UPS Glen Rice says "this re-branding strategy helps to physically 
link UPS to an important customer base that is increasingly mobile and global." 

CANADA NEWS WIRE, AUGUST 23,2005 
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