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I have always enjoyed postal history and other non-conventional displays of 
philatelic material and this may be the reason I started the B.C. POSTAL 
HISTORY NEWS LETTER. For this reason I was pleased when Bill Robinson, in 
the Oct/Dec 1996 issue of Topics, outlined what he considered were the 
failings of the international judges at CAPEXf96. I had hoped that as a 
result of his comments there would be a marked improvement in the judging 
of exhibits of non-traditional philatelic material such as postal history 
and other specialty areas of philately. Unfortunately, this has not been 
the case. 

The Critique at PIPEXf98 was a prime example of what should not happen to 
exhibitors. A critique should be positive. One that encourages the 
exhibitor to progress and exhibit again. A critique is not the place for 

r derogatory or abusive comments that embarrass the exhibitor in front of his 
fellow collectors. Unfortunately, the comments at the PIPEXf98 Critique 
were completely uncalled for. As a result a number of well known collectors 
have stated that they will not exhibit research material again. The matter 
is now under review by both the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, and the 
American Philatelic Society. It is hoped that both societies will issue a 
positive statement, one which will reassure exhibitors that this type of 
inaproppriate behavior by judges will not take place again. 

This is not the first time local judges have shown a lack of sensitivity. 
A few years ago an exhibitor of specialty material was told not to waste 
the judges time with his exhibit, he should just write a book. Judging is 
not an easy task as a judge is expected to be an authority on all fields of 
philately and is often required to judge using very poorly defined rules. 
As philately moves further and further from the mere sticking of stamps in 
a book, the more difficult it becomes for both the exhibitor and the judge. 

The major problem with Western Canadian postal history is that the Itrate 
and routesN definition of postal history as used by the F.I.P. is 
irrelevant. By the time B.C. entered Confederation in 1871, rates had been 
standarized and mail routes well documented. Under the F.I.P. rules, rare 
postal markings are of limited significance and as a result are often 
ignored by judges. On the other hand, stamps with a high catalogue value, 
neatly mounted with little more than the Scottfs catalogue information are 
given major awards Itbecause of their great valuew. 

The result has been a major loss to philately as many collectors have given 
up exhibiting. Now may be the time for postal history buffs to follow the 
lead of the thematic collectors by establishing a set of realistic rules 
and then insisting that special judges be selected to judge postal history 
exhibits. In the meantime, I hope that many of you will continue to 
develop and exhibit your postal collections as many of us appreciate the 
effort that goes into producing a first class display of postal material. 
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The Snell Bubble Jet printers used on the Flat Sorting 
Machines (FSM) appear to have been modified during the 
last week of May, 1998 in an attempt to have the Bubble 
Jet cancel the stamp regardless of the location on the 
envelope. FSM 619 at Vancouver was re-programmed so 
that more than one head is activated at a time 
producing a series of slash bars down the right hand 
side of the envelope. Each head can produce up to five 
linee of slash bars containing seven bars in each line. 
The jets are still subject to plugging and covers 
showing complete lines are rare. Based on the study of 
a large number of flats it has been possible to develop 
the following table showing the location of the heads 
above the base of the envelope. There is an l l m m  blank 
space between each group of spray lines. 

Head 1 Head 2 Head 3 Head 4 
TOP Bottom 

line 1 246 - 255 194 - 203 146 - 155 98 - 107 
line 2 237 - 245 185 - 193 137 - 145 89 - 97 
line 3 228 - 236 176 - 184 128 - 136 80 - 88 
line 2 219 - 227 167 - 175 119 - 127 71 - 79 
line 1 210 - 218 158 - 166 110 - 118 62 - 70 

; ; J i .i ,f 
As in the past the top line consists of the machine ; j ' f j i  : I ' t  number, the postal code, the date and time and seven I I ~ ~ ~ t t .  

slash lines. The second line is a postal message ; . F  / ' "  . . ; . *  
followed by seven slash lines. These two spray lines @ I , , I 

f i .  9 # .' 
form the top two lines of the marking and the necessary .; .; . . : .I . ?  
jets are activated by a sensor that determines the , 1 I r i 

height of the envelope. , v ~ * ~ ~ :  , 
.f : t .: ; . a 

The British Columbia Postal History News Letter is 
published quarterly in conjunction with the British 
North America Philatelic Society. 

The membership fee is $5.00 paid in Canadian or U.S. 
funds. Individual issues sell for $1.50 each. 

Bill Topping, FRPS (604) 261-1508 
7430 Amgus Drive 
Vancouver, BC, V6P 5K2, CANADA ~ I ~ ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ) I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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FALXAND - 100th Anniversary 
F- 

On January 1, 1998, FALKLAND Post Office celebrated 
its 100th anniversary and to commemorate the event Fj$L&!&jD 
it has produced a special postal marking. The fOEth Eis'HBAy 
FALKLAND Post Office was established in 1898 to 
provide postal services to the early settlers living MAY - 8 1998 
along the Upper Salmon River near where Warren Creek 
enters the river. Like many turn of the century of postal sewice 
post offices the location of the office depended on 
who was willing to act as postmaster and as a result 
the offices tended to move from one farmhouse to 
another to accommodate the postmaster. 

In the spring of 1894 a request was made to the Post Office Department to establish 
a post office in the vicinity of the present FALKLAND Post Office to serve the six 
farm famlies and some 40 single men living along the Salmon River. On May 30, 1894, 
their request was approved and a post office, to be named FALKLAND, after Colonel 
Falkland F.G.E. Warren a popular local settler, was to be opened near Warren Creek 
with Victor Warren as postmaster. The proposed FALKLAND Post Office was to be 
served by weekly courier from GRANDE PRAIRIE located ten miles to the west with an 
estimated revenue of $75 and an operational cost of $120. 

.- 

The FALKLAND Post Office did not open but the following year 
Kenneth Sweet and Jabez Kneller again petitioned the Postmaster , 6"~. . 
General in Ottawa to establish a post office on the Salmon w 
River. The request was granted and on August 1, 1895 the 

?F JAN 29 .> 
r .' I) ..L', . . 

GLENEMMA Post Office opened at Sweetsbridge, 5 miles east of \ 8 ,..: 2 .' 
Falkland, with Kenneth Sweet as Postmaster. It was to be served - 
by weekly courier service from HULCAR located 12 miles to the 
east. 

Colonel Warren and his neighbours did not consider the 
GLENEMMA Post Office served the needs of the district and in 

' :  May of 1897 their request for a post office at Falkland was 
reconsidered. After some negotiations it was agreed that 
Mr. William M. Bell would operate the FALKLAND Post Office 

* !  out of his cabin and at the same time he would courier the 
mail from GRANDE PRAIRIE once a week at a fee of $50 per 

' annum. 
The FALKLAND Post Office officially opened January 1, 1889, but did not start 
operations until January 10. The post office was operated by Mrs. Bell who simply 
filed the letters between the logs of the cabin and left the door unlocked so 
patrons could pick up their mail. In 1906, Mr Bell moved further east and moved the 
post office to within a mile of the GLENEMMA Post Office. On July 11, 1912, Mr. 
Bell resigned as postmaster and the FALKLAND Post Office officially closed on 
October 1, 1912, being listed as "no longer requiredw because of it close proximity 
to the GLENEMMA Post Office 

CANADA GAZETTE, July 21, 1906, page 163 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  

THE FOLLOWING NEW POST OFFICES JVERE ESTAULISIIED IN CANADA ON THE . . . .  . . . . . . .  1 6 ~  JULY, 1D00. 

' POSTHABTLB 

7 - 
~ ~ V ~ O ~ O ~ $ P ~ l $ , " , , " ,  .NAXL OP POBT O~IOE. 

- 
TO!VN~I!IF OR PAIPH. . 

- 
......... M.iddlu~tx, N.K 

K ~ n d s  ................. 
Ynlc-Cnrih ........... 
l ' o ~ ~ t i ~ \ c . .  ............... 

Sable (re-OF).. ................. 
Selfrid e mer., .................. 1 Slahrlt on 
Tancredia ...................... 

......... w&t %lliiln. 
.lyleaford ............... .................................................. 
Cdumot Island.. ........ 
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FALKUWD - continued 
.. . . '-. L. 

I . I  

During t h e  summer of 1905, t h e  Gypsum, Lime and Alabast ine I , . 
Company of Manitoba looked i n t o  t h e  development of t h e  t $ ~  i % mineral  d e p o s i t s  along Boelan Creek and i n  1906, following - - 3+ 
t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  of t h e  FALRLAND Post Office,  t h e  settlers I - 7  -- 
p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  Pos ta l  Inspector t o  open a replacement o f f i c e  
near t h e  proposed mine site. A new o f f i c e  named SLAHALTKAN, 
named a f t e r  t h e  indian name f o r  t h e  region wae opened on 
J u l y  7,  1906 a t  t h e  home W.G Simpeon about hal f  a m i l e  e a s t  
of t h e  p resen t  townsite. 

On October 1, 1910 t h e  SLAHALTKAN Post Off ice  moved t o  t h e  newly b u i l t  Salmon River 
Supply Company S to re  i n  t h e  present  townsite and Mr. V. McClounie became postmaster. 
On Apr i l  1, 1912, Mr. McClounie resigned and t h r e e  months l a t e r  Mr. B e l l  resigned a s  
postmaster a t  FALKLAND. Some of t h e  Post Off ice  Department records f o r  t h i s  period 
a r e  missing bu t  it appears t h e  region was b r i e f l y  without p o s t a l  aervice.  

Canada O f f i c i a l  Pos ta l  Guide - Aug., Sept., Oct., 1912 page 8 
. . 

b Falkland Post Office hos been clmed and the name of Slshaltksn Poat OBm changed to 
FalLland. o Mattllgami Heiphtr Pwt Ofice waa domed on the 15th Auguro a d  mopened , . 
lnt October. s 

! 

I n  August 1912, Mr. A.H. Notley took over a s  postmaster a t  
SLAHALTKAN and although t h e  name was o f f i c i a l l y  changed t o  
FALKLAND t h e  change appears t o  have not taken p lace  u n t i l  March 
28, 1913 when t h e  post  o f f i c e  was moved t o  t h e  newly b u i l t  
Salmon River Land Company Store. A new FALKLAND p o s t a l  hammer 
was proofed on October 19, 1912 and although t h e  o f f i c e  is \ d . ~  / l i ~ t e d  i n  t h e  pos ta l  records a s  c loeing i n  Apr i l  1913, it 
appears t h a t  it was SLAHALTKAN t h a t  closed. Mr. Notley resigned 
i n  December 1914 and he was succeeded by Mssers. M. White 
(1915-1919) and J.S Arden (1919-1921). 

McClounie's Department S to re  - Post Off ice  1922 t o  1951 

- 

FALKLAND. B.C. 

.0-,- 

Gault Brothers, Ltd. 

Vancouver, B. C, 

- 
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FALKLAND - continued - In 1922 the FALKIAND Post Office moved to McClounie's Cash Store with Mrs. M. 
McClounie as postmistress. In 1925, the Gypsum, Lime, and Alabastine Company mine 
finally opened. The mine closed in 1995. 

On October 30, 1950, the third hammer used at the FALKLAND 
Post Office for use on regular mail replaced the second 
hammer proofed in 1912. At about the same time Mr. 
McClounie moved the post office to a small building next to 
the Catholic Church and Mr. G.A. Brydon took over as 
Postmaster. He was followed by Mrs. S.J. Brydon (1958-1965) 
and Mr. J.A. Hambrook (1965-1977) postmasters. 

In 1977 the present Semi-staff postal building was built with Mr. A. Lumley as 
postmaster and in 1980 he was replaced by Mrs. Karen Carson, the present 
postmietress. 

The FALKLAND STAMPEDE cancellation8 
May 19 & 20, 1974 May 22-23, 1977 

FALKLAND POST OFFICE - JULY 1992 
n 

I 

Selody, Marjorie 
Fleetinu of the Winds, 
1990 

Official Postal Guide 
Canada - various dates 












