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ALLIFORD BAY - M.P.0. 1127 

Alliford Bay was the last Military Post Office established in British 
Columbia during World War 11. The official date of establishment is 
listed as January 16, 1945, although the cover below would indicate 
that the first mail was not processed until January 18. The nALLIFORD 
BAY - M.P.O. 1127" hammer had not arrived and a hammer reading 
IIVANCOWER DISTRICT / EMERGENCY No.ln was used. The Alliford Bay 
hammer appears to have arrived a few days later as a cover dated 
January 24 is known. Following the surrender of the Japanese the camp 
closed and the Post Office was no longer required. The office closed 
on Sepember 10, 1945 after only eight and a half months of operation. 

Face - ALLIFORD BAY - M.P.O. 1127 / MY 11 / 45 / B.C. - Face - VANCOUVER DISTRICT / JAN 18 / 45 / EMERGENCY No 1 

Mr, and Mrs. Gee. Palqer, 

8858 Garnet St., 

'r, 
. .. 

L'rom cage St.James Ra-dio Beacon i . ..?,. ;... 

C/o  #88, 3aaio  Unit, R,C,A.F.  
v ia  Allifbrd Bay, i . C .  

Regina, Sask, - 

! 
I 

December 30 th 1944. - 
i 

I 
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SUPERMAW COMES TO CANADA POST 

,- 

October wae stamp month and t o  popularize t h e  event Canada Poet ieeued t h e  Comic Book 
Superheroes booklet6 coneieting of a pane of t e n  etampe depicting f i v e  Canadian comic 
book heroee. Y e s ,  one of t h e  creator6 of Superman was a Canadian, Joe Shuster. In 
addition t o  the  ueual F i re t  Day Covere, collectore could buy a Super Moueepad a t  
$9.95 or a set of 10 poetcarde a t  $2.25. Aleo availabe wae the  United S ta tes  "Comic 
S t r i p  Claemics" eheet of 20 etampe a t  $9.99. I have been assured by Canada Poet t ha t  
the l a t t e r  etampe are  not good for  poatage i n  Canada deepite Free Trade. The eucceee 
of t h e  Marilyn Monroe promotion by Canada Poet a t  $42.99 hae reeulted i n  t h e  stocking 
of cloee t o  50 items produced by t h e  United State8 and the  United Nation8 Poet 
Officee a t  price8 ranging up t o  $74.99 plus GST and PST. 

To advert ise  t h e  Superheroes a "Superman" slogan was placed on much of t h e  Jet Spray 
equipment i n  use i n  Canada. Both Vancouver and Victoria ueed t h e  'SUPERMAN (TM/MC) 
//////////" cancellation. The "POSTAL CODE/CODE POSTAL ////////Iw slogan wae 
reintroduced a t  t h e  end of September but three days l a t e r ,  Vancouver changed t o  a 
elogan advertieing the  opening of Canuck Place. December 2 marked t h e  introduction 
of t h e  "Happy Holiday Bone Voeux / / / I / / / / / / "  Chrietmae elogan which wae redone i n  
capi ta l  l e t t e r e  f ive  days la te r .  The elogan was changed a week l a t e r  t o  read 
"GREETINGS JOYEUSES FETE I//////'. 

POSTAL CODE Late 95 09 16 17x28 

SUPERMAN Early 95 09 18 22811 
Late 95 10  3 1  10824 

POSTAL CODE Early 95 11 01 00: 50 
Late 9 5 1 1 0 3  06816 

CANUCK PLACE Early 95 11 03 20841 
Late 95 11 28 23x34 

POSTAL CODE Early 95 11 29 05x38 
Late 95 12 01 1 2 ~ 1 6  

Happy Holiday Early 95 12 01 20853 
Late 95 12 05 06838 

HAPPY HOLIDAY Early 95 12 05 0 9 ~ 3 2  
Late 95 12 13 05148 

* unreadable From 95 06 t o  95 07 

GREETINGS Early 95 12 13 10x32 

POSTAL CODE Late 95 09 1 9  13825 

bottomhead Early 9 5 0 9 1 9  20:49 7 
* b l a n k -  Late 9 5 0 9 1 9  22806 

SUPERMAN Early 95  09  1 9  22813 
Late 95  10 3 1  03840 

POSTAL CODE Early 95 10 3 1  21819 
Late 95 12 01 03: 24 

HAPPY HOLIDAY Early 95 12 01 17152 
Late 95 12 1 4  09841 

GREETINGS Early 95  12 1 4  17153 

082 I&E 3RO 957'iW ' i t ; i ;Z 1 ) 1 ) / 1 1 1 1 1  . ,,-. : - . . . - . . . - - . - - . . - - 
! ..: ' ' ' 1 ' .  .'. .I-..' 

, # q p y  f f.. 41 Ho j day; ;EC;,~. \?&~".'17')'j'j 1 1 
I' - \ . I . -  , ,  : 

::RINUCK PLACE OPENS THANKS .$C 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 
-. 

The Br i t i sh  Columbia Portal trilltory Newr Letter is published quarterly f o r  t h b  
Pacif ic  Northwert.Regiona1 Group of tlie British North America Phflatelic Society. 
  he annual membetrhip'fee i r  $5.'00 in  Canadian or US funds. 
  ill Topping, Editor, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6P 5x2, Canada. 
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- VESUVIUS POST OFFICE 

Pram time to time it has been pointed out that there was a Post office at Veeuviue 
Bay on salt Spring Ieland and that both Melvin, and Topping and Robineon have failed 
to list the opening and cloeing datee of the Vesuvius Poet Office. Bill Tidball hae 
added to the debate by providing a photograph of the Veeuvius Poet Office taken from 
a book on Salt Spring Ieland written by Rev. Wilson in 1895. Rev. Wileon also 
provides a list of the five Post offices located on Salt Spring Island in 1895; 
Veeuviue, North End, Burgoyne Bay, Fulford Harbour and Beaver Point. He aleo lieted 
the namee of the poetmaetere and etatee that the postmaster at Veeuviue waa Joel 
Broadwell. 

Broadwell Home & Vesuvius Post Ofice 
-Saint Mark's to right 

Wilson, Rev. E.P., "Salt Spring Ieland - 1895", page 5. 
Bill makee a good case for the existence of a Veauviue Poet Office based on evidence 
taken from a contemporary local history. Rev. Wieon ie correct in stating that there 
was a Poet Office near Veeuvius Bay and that the poetmaster was Joel Broadwell. A 
check of Melvin and the 1895 Postal Guide ehawe that there wae a postmaster on 
Saltspring Island in 1895 of that name. In both sources he is lieted at Salt Spring 
Ieland Poet Office located some three milee inland from Veeuviua Bay wharf. The 1895 
Poetal Guide does list a Veauviue Poet office located in King's County, Nova Scotia 
with Denis Reden as Poetmaster. 

Salt Spring Island - 1895 page 25 ) SPRING l U N D  

There.are five Post Offices on the Island, 
viz.: Vesuvius (Joel Broadwell) ;. North End (Levi Lakin); 
Burgoyne Bay (S. Maxwell) ; Fulford Harhor (H. M. Rogers) ; 
Beaver Point (A. McLennnn). Five steamboat whaives, viz:- 
Fernwood, Vesuvius Bay, Ganges Harbor, Burgoyne Bay, Ful- 
ford Harbor. 

On Salt Spring Island. 
Named on account of salt springs here, by H.B.C. 
in 1850. 
Est. 1-9-1874, closed m12-83. 

T. C. Perry 
J. Broadwell 
J. A. Broadwell 
P. PurvL 
G. J. Mowat 
J. Henry 

Melvin, George H., 
"Post Office of British Columbia" 
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SALT SPRING 1- 

Face - SALT SPRING ISLAND / AP 7 / 88 / B.C. 

Local h i s t o r i e s  provide an exce l l en t  source of information f o r  pos ta l  h i s t o r i an s  but 
much of t h e  information is baeed on recol lec t ione o r  l oca l  t r a d i t i o n  and thua should 
be used with caution. I n  t h e  caee of Sa l t  Spring Is land t h e r e  were, i n  1895, two 
S a l t  Spring Post Off ices ,  t h a t  is  S a l t  Spring Island and North S a l t  Spring. It i e  
obvious from Rev. Wileones booklet t h a t  locale  d id  not use  theee  o f f i c i a l  namea but 9 
ra the r  re fe r red  t o  them a s  Veeuvuia and North End. Local t r a d i t i o n  d i e s  hard and i n  - 
t h e  1983 h i s t o ry  of salt Spring Island,  t i t l e d  "Times Pas ta ,  Veeuvuie and North End 
continue t o  be l i s t e d  Post  Off ices  (Page 77).  

Face - SALT SPRING ISLAND / JU 12 / 0 3  / B.C. 
VICTORIA B.C. (roller) 

R. P. EDWARDS, 
.., - 

; .;.N 8 ' 

BRICEDEB OF 
/-'. 

: Thorough Bred Poultry, . . : ,.. 
/ .\ 

. . 
SOUTH SALT SPRINGS, 6. C. i 
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. QUWN ammo!rm ISLAWO - an up date eee - Vol. 1 No. 4, page Vii/viii and 
Vol. 2 No. 2, page 48 & xi/xii 

,p 

Back 

Andrew Scott has provided an up 
date for the Queen Charlotte Ieland 
postmarks. His lietS lret 
appeared in Volume 1 Number 4 for 
Illeta1 hamwre and Volvme 
for rubber hammere and stamps* The 
hanuaer numbering ie the eame ae in 
the original lists with the 
exception of QUEEN CHARLOTTE POCON 
Pcl which hae been deleted and the 
remaining hammers have been 
renumbered. 
The following legend is used: 

nAW,"B", "C" "Dm - Types 
~ e e  Topping and Robineon 
M - rapid cancelling 

machine 
Md - MOOD rubber etamp 
Mo - MOON rubber etamp 
PC - POCON rubber etamp 
Rg - Registration box 

rubber etamp 

Dates ERD - earlieat recorded 
LRD - lateet recorded r' 

Rarity "A", "B", "C". "Dm, "En 
as by Topping Q Robineon 
( - )  - reported copies 

for "En rarity only 4 

- nil 

F..- ww p tt 
Aero (lO/OU(8) B 03/26/49 11/23SH E (6) coven very ram 
(PB, no Qte) 

A1liford Bay(O)/O3/13) E reported WS in doubt 
Alliford Bay MPO 1127 B OlIZVG 03/24/45 D 

?do 08/09/45 09/10/45 onbblue inknoted 
h ~ k l ~ ~ ( ~ / @ n 8 )  A wO7/H E o )  
(inham Gnwm (02/15/12) A 07/03/12 11/30/12 E (3) only cut-ouu m p ~ w  
bib (17/14&) C1 -67 0210969 D P B W a  (12/10/63) 

a*(02/2~/~~) 
but offio c l o d  04/30/60 

A 09/01/12 10/17/13 E(2) 
Jedvr~ (06/29/09) 

(03/09/62) 
A 04/25/15 08/31/19 E(2) 
C 11/16/62 09/09/67 D LRD unart.in 

10/22/62 03/15/65 
Jutkrtl. (01/27/So) B 06mm 1 0 m m  D 

( 10/24/66) C W07/67 08/1Y88 B a in use 
Mn 12/08/66 06/13/72 *9332 
PC 1012tff4 08/15/88 

(PB, no date) 
"643254 

Rg 02/14/74 08/1sns z:z\.%$$\ A 11/30/11 WW26 E(7) 
A1 l l / W l l  03/16/36 E (5) PB W A2 (09/11/#) 
Rg 03/10/36 but offlee dosed 07/tJ/js 

k t  (OSlOs/a) B m40/49 m / l m  B 
Mo 02/19/51 10/27&3 purplo. g m n  ink noted 
hh1 10/06/66 03/11/70 "9436, sari-serif letbring 
Mn2 06/0r)/70 08/20/76 mrif leuring 
Pel OS/17/73 10/29/76 *644226. no box 
PQ 01/18/77 04/27/84 Pc3 bond, small B.C. 

08/15/88 bond. largo B.C. 
Pc( 03/18/87 02/12/91 boxed. p o d  code 

(PB. no data) Rg1 OW668 l0/09/78 No. 
Rg2 11/07/80 05/04/92 py cods 
M OU10m 3tLU~ow. 

MUsdU (06/25/09) A 10/17/10 06/27/41 C 
(12/30/41) B 06/16/43 03/29/47 
( 12/22/41 Mo 06/16/t3 W10/46 
(121--I411 Rg 04/10/46 

h ian  Hubour (08/26/12) A 
NaduRiwr (12/13/13) A 

U 

Pacofi (08/26/11) 
U 

A 09/30/18 E(1) 
(08/09/39) B 10101/39 -145 EQ) 
(01/10/41) Ab 
(&/-439) &I 

MASSET TIMBER GO. (1919) LTD. 
BUCKLLY BAY. B. C. 

Face - BUCKLEY BAY / JUL 16 / 21 / B.C. 
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- 
Port Clemenu (M/O4/141 

(11/19/18) 
(01/11/s6) 
(08/19/cO 
(06/0$/52) 

Queen Charlotte (08/09/081 
(02/10/40) 
(&/ lam)  
(08/19/27) 
(07M/32) 
(PB. no da&) 
(09/#/41) 

x 
A 1 
B 0 
C 0 
Mo 
Mnl 1 
Mn2 1 

Mn3: 
Mn4 Q 
Pcl Q 
PC2 0 
&If 
W Q 

F3 : 
B Q 
C Q 
D 1 
Mdl 
M d Z Q  
Mo 1 
Mn1 a 
Ma2 1 
Mn3 0 
Mn4 0 
Pcl 0 
PC2 Q 
Pc3 1 
Pc4 0 
PcS Q 

8: 
A1 
~2 a 

trll~*rLInune 
'9s90. srrif BC 
(same, w e n  ink p h u l  
andl nuno. PS 23mm 
d ruma, P-S 2Omm 
'64s6zl. no box 
bond 
Uc, ORIGINAL NO. 

=N 
lover cw 
purple ink noted 
Vc nun*. purplm. md ink 
luge BC.. 2 lines. d ink 
luge  KC, 1 line nrms 
'9635. fmdl B.C. 
*646@< boxed 
no box. ON. CURLWE 
no box, QUEEN CB... 
boxed. QUEEN/dru/CB ... 
boxed. postal code 
O r i g  No.. purple ink noted 
No. 

E (3) 19mm hunmer 
Z 1 nun hrmmer - - 

RI 
A 08/18/18 9 B hoditlemnSh8mmen 
Mo 
Mnl 08/23/63 05/02/64 u%79,1.U PO n m o  
Ah2 08/23/66 05/06/71 thost PO nuno 
PC 08/12/88 '646431 
Rgl 02/02/36 07/06/60 Orig No. 
Re2 08/09/62 08/12/88 No. 
A~ U 
C 03/22/72 08/26/88 B 
Mn 05/03/72 02/06/73 *%97 
Pcl W09/73 05/14/73 '646636. no box 

(@/-134) 
skidai- won m i  ? linim wo1m D 

(08/18/49) B 12/03/49 0112466 
(11/07131) Mn '9700 

Rnl 02/02/36 12/03/19 O& No. 
-/--& No. 

Twu (12/24/65) C' 03/09/& 08/13/79 c 
Mn 07/03/67 OS/bnl *9472. blue ink noted 
P1 09/12/73 07MOI78 ThSU/B.C. 
P2 05/02/81 02/01/83 POSf OTnCEITASU. B.C. 
~g Oi)/i2n3 

Thurston Hvbour (--/--/is) u 
Tloll(O3/06/12) A 12/07/U 12/17/49 B 

(lli(M/JO) B 01/16/52 01/2U57 
(PB unclear) C lO/Ol/V 08/11/88 

PC 08/11/88 *641510 

ORIGINAL Nor 4 

(101--/41) R; ou3i/cr Osiii~ii 
Tov'Eill(O1/09/13~ A 05/21/13 E (1) cut-outonly 
Wctun River (10/20/23) A 12/11/30 E (1) 

(111--123) hl 
Woden River (10/03/13) A U 
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8.8 .  PRINCE OEORGE Ix 

P 
The S.S. Prince George I1 entered service 
on June 23, 1948, replacing the Prince 
George I which had been destroyed by fire 
at Ketchikan in 1945. From 1948 until the 
Prince George 11 caught fire at Vancouver 
in 1975 the ehip eerved on the Vancouver - 
Ocean Falle - Prince Rupert - Ketchikan 
route for Canadian National Steamshipe. 
Like it8 predeceeeor fire brought it to an 
end. On Sunday, October 15, 1995 a fire 
of unknown origin gtitted the Prince George 
I1 at the dock at Britannia Beach where it 
had been tied up eince ite uneuccessful 
uee ae a floating hotel for Expo886. 

The Prince George 11 was built in 1948 at 
Yarrows Limited in Victoria and was the 
largest passenger veeeel ever built at 
that time in Britieh Columbia. It was 350 
feet long with breadth of 52 feet and 
state room accomodation for 260 
passengers. The ship wae an attractive 
ehip but lacked the luxury of the earlier 
ehipe on the Alaska run. It wae aleo 
built at the time paseenger service wae 
declining and after the 1975 fire it wae 
eold to the British Columbia Government 
for use on the Seattle run, but was soon 
replaced by the Princeae Marwrite. It 
wae ueed ae a reetaurant at N a n a h  and a 
floating hotel at New Weatmineter before 
being left to m e t  at Britannia Beach. 
The recent fire appear6 to have ended 
plane to refurbish the Prince George and 

1 

uee it either as a cruise ship or a 
reetaurant . 

! BRf=IANT 
- 0. NO. 9079 

A correction. 

I See page 113 (Vol. 4 No. 3) 

Herb Marion quite correctly point8 out 
that I combined the names of two well 
known Victoria otamp dealers, Reginald 
Nairne and Roger Newberry. The dealer 

I involved in the production of the 
Brilliant roller covers wae Reginald 
Nairne . 

-Mike Sagar questioned the etatement that 
Peter Verigin was killed by a premature 
exploeion of a bomb while he wae trying 
to blow up the tracks of the Kettle 
.Valley Railway in October 1924. The 
correct date was December 16, 1924 and 
there is considerable difference of 
opinion as to how he died. Most eourcee 
attributed the bombing to Peter 
Verigin's cousin Peter Petrovitch 
Verigin who, it ie alleged, placed a 
clockwork type bomb under a eeat on the 
Kettle Valley train. Peter (the Lordly) 
Verigin was killed in the bomb 
exploeion. 

The question of the scarcity of the 
Brilliant roller cancellatione wae aleo 
raised. Ae reported in the laet ieeue, 
covers are known between April 26, 1929 
and December 24, 1932. All appear to be 
philatelic and, following discueeione 
with a number of dealere, it would 
appear the total would be less than two 
dozen with about half being on long 
envelopes. 
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FROM CANADA POST 

7 
Pat Hue of Canada Poet hae again provided an updated list of openings and closinge of 
Br i t i sh  Columbia Poet Officee. Officee t h a t  changed t h e i r  addtees are l i s t e d  ae w e l l  
a s  a group of o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  North Okanagan t h a t  received a new Pos ta l  Code on 
95-07-05. 

b 
C L O S I N l 3 / T R A S P B R R I N O  

Province Close D a t ~  

Rince Qeorge GW 12 

Ct?ILGIMXK W I7  

Westgate Plaza PO 

Pamy Bay RO 

Roy8ton RO 

-le Po8t office 

Powell RiMr QMD Il l  

vernal a0 2 

Courtenay North RO 

Abbot8foXd a0 111 

Harrogate RO 

cdguitlam &tar #) 

Terrace IZ#) 11 

Dorntovn m 
Ranfrew Qaight8 Pwtal Outlet 

hurcan m 1 1  m t a 1  Outlet 

Rillaid. Pomtal Outlat 

Victoria W 36 

w e  BC 

Victoria CW) 62 (Qdbom Bay) 

Southllad. m t a l  Outlet 

19.mr 

Waterfront ~ . n t A  -tail outlet 

Valley Pair Poatal Outlet 

Wlnf ield 

Surrey RPO 13 

Seafair Postal Outlet 

Como Lake Foetal Outlat 

Lower Nicola Po8tal Outlat 

Coquitlam Centre #) 

95-06-29 PA Austin Ava Poetal Outlet 157651 

95-07-04 RV Okanagan cencre 645311 

95-07-04 W Winfield South M t a l  Outlet 656895 

95-07-04 W 011428 

95-07-04 W Winfield mrth Postal Outlet 138827 

PuuryBaYRO 

Roy.- RO 

Ccd.N.le Post Office 

Porn11 Iliver GW I11 

Veinon 810 2 

Cauttenay C(MO North 

Abbot8f0rd 810 1x1 

Rarrogate RO 

OoquLt1.n centre Po 

PA Ouacrn W 1  Rut.). Outlet 072192 95-04-12 

PA Rill8id. mtal Outlet 171905 95-04-17 

GI4 Victoria (1MD 36 171735 95-04-17 

Pe ky&eBc 167371 95-04-28 

a Victoria C#) 62 152161 95-05-01 

PA h t a l  Outlet 169404 95-05-01 

PA Waterfront centre Retail -let 171936 95-05-14 

SS Winfield 649325 95-06-01 

OII 8 u m y a M O 1 3  172677 95-06-01 

PA Seafair Po8tal Outlet 173576 95-06-12 

PA Cwo Lake W t a l  Outlet 173584' 95-06-12 

PB Lower Nicola Postal Outlet 173525 95-06-19 

PA coquitlam Centre Po 170429 95-06-15 

PA -tin A w  Postal Outlet 173088 95-06-30 

RV Ohnagan Centre 645311 95-07-05 - 
W Winfield South m t a l  Outlet 656895 95-07-05 

m Oy.lar 011418 95-07-05 

W Winfield wrtb Pwtal Outlet 138827 95-07-05 
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RESPONSE FORM Volume 4 Number 4, December 1995 

, PRINCE GEORGE I1 

With the recent gutting by fire of the Prince George I1 at Britannia 
Beach, it ed a suitable time to look at postal markings of one of 
the last to serve on the British Columbia coastal service. 

Postal markings from the Prince George I1 are reasonably common although 
all appear to be of philatelic origin and unlike earlier ships on the 
Alaska run no provision was made for processing mail in a formal 
fashion. 

Ludlow Shape Reported Early Late 

S-256 rectangle 22 known 1948 06 23 1964 05 30 

S-112b square 4 known 1948 07 09 1949 11 14 

NL 1 line 2 known 1951 08 31 

S-253 circle * * proof 1950 11 16 
16 known 1951 01 05 1951 11 20 

5-113 square 14 known 1963 04 28 1969 08 02 
f l  

5-255 r gle 6 known 1966 08 25 1974 04 30 

NL n e ~  ~ ~ n n s  4 known 1971 09 28 1973 05 30 

m 1 line 

I can add no new dates 1 1  
Name ................................. Forms should be mailed to - 

Bill Topping 
Address ............................... B.C. Postal History News Letter 

7430 Angus Drive ............................... Vancouver, B.C. V6P 5K2 

this i - .  Starting with 1 of the News Letter the back of the Response 
Form will be used to display interesting or unusual covers that require 
little or no comment. In some cases the covers will be related to a 
story appearing in the News Letter in others they will be just nice 

.p looking covers. If you have a cover or two or three that you think 
could be used in this way send the Editor a good clean Xerox copy. 

page xxix 



FIRST DAY COVER OF PRINCE GEORGE 11 STAMP POASTED ON BOARD 
-- - ----.. --- ------ 

First Day cover 
mailed on board the 
Prince George I1 by 
well known postal - 
historian Bruce 
Ramsey - September 
24, 1951 and 
cancelled with 
Ludlow S-253. 

FIRST DAY 

From 1984 Canadian National Steamships booklet 
I I 

TMLE OF DISTANCES 
NAtlTICAI. MILtS (a# per rhedule) 

T.S.S. "Prince George" 
NOBTaBODND 

M.t.aoa from 

BOVTHBOUHD 

---- 
-- - 
----- 

The port to port dlt.nces from Vanvouvu to S- 
and return tow 2 . 1 ~  n a u t l d  miles, W M ~  h approb- 
nutrly 2.415 .(.tute or laud mlla. 

Pue  Thlrksn 

Page xxx 


