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The Brilliant, B.C. roller showing Peter (The Lordly) Verigin was 
recently illustrated in Maple Leaves. This produced a question from 
Jack Wallace as to the scarcity of these covers and are they 
philatelic? The canceller was carved by Postmaster Peter Alex 
Katasonoff, on a rubber roller of slightly over two inches in diameter 
and shows the Post Office Number 9079, the Post Office, Peter Verigin 
and the office name "Brilliant, B.C. Canadan. About a dozen covers 
are reported between April 26, 1929 and December 24, 1932. The 
majority are addressed to the Victoria stamp dealer Roger Nairne or 
other philatelic names'and all appear to be philatelic. (Reports of 
covers would be appreciated.) 

r' 

Peter Katasonoff served as Postmaster at Brilliant from July 1925 
until sometime between March and October 1931 when F. H. Kanigan took 

p over. Mr. Katasonoff appears to have carved the roller shortly after 
Peter Verigin was killed, by a premature explosion, as he and a few of 
his followers were attempting to blow up the tracks of the Kettle 
Vallev Railwav in October 1924. 

~,flfy.Qgo I . .  .::! :. a . .';. * 
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CACHZe CRtElt - Naroh 19, 1872 

Tracy Cooper writes that he has a cover from CACHE 
CREEK dated March 19, 1872 which i over three 
months earlier than the official establiehment date 
of July 1, 1872 as listed in Deaville. Here is my 
reply. 

There is considerable confusion regarding the transfer of Colonial Poet Officee to 
Dominion status. Deaville had acceee to far more information than any other 
researcher eince, but much significant information was miesing. Prior to 
Confederation most postmaeters were not paid and by 1871 it appears only the 
postmaster at Victoria drew a salary although eome poatmaeters, such am the one in 
New Westminster, were paid for other government duties. According to Gerry Wellburn 
the postal system had ground to a halt by 1871 with the express companies carrying 
much of the mail. 

Gilbert Griffin, Post Office Inepector at. London, Ontario, visited British Columbia 
in July 1871 at which time he accepted on behalf of the Dominion government the 25 
Colonial offices that were still in operation as of July 20, 1871 when the Crown 
Colony officially became part of Canada. At the same time he supervised the 
destruction of all existing stocke of Colonial poetage stampe (see Wellburn page 
159). The latest reported cover using Colonial stamps was in the Wellburn 
collection [p. 1511 and ie dated at Victoria, Auguet 12, 1871. A number of cover 
from Victoria and New Westminster were in the Wellburn sale of October 23, 1993, the -, 

earliest being dated September 1, 1871 at New Weetmineter with an oval Colonial 
cancellation. All have small or large queen etampe and Colonal postal markings, 
indicating that Mr.  Griffin delivered a eupply of Canadian etamps to replace the 
colonial poetage etampe. 

On the other hand the continued uee of colonial hand stamps indicate that the 
cancelling equipment was not delivered until a later date. The earliest reported 
use of Dominion equipment is dated January 8, 1872 on a document received at the 
Victoria Post Office. There are no existing proof strikea for the hammers supplied 
to the 25 new Dominion post officee plue the 12 additional offices lieted by 
Deaville [pps. 153-1541. It is likely that the Victoria Poet Office received 
hammers for some, if not all, of these offices at the eame time ae the Victoria 
equipment was received, probably in January 1872. Thue, it is qulte poseible that 
stampe and equipment were issued to the former Colonial poet offices as soon ae a 
poetmaster had been confirmed. Mail between Victoria and Ottawa could take more 
than a month to be delivered eo it ie quite likely that these ex-Colonial offices 
may have been open for some monthe before they were officialy established by Ottawa 
and the poetmaeter started to be paid. Your CACHE CREEK cover of March 19, 1872 
would be from this transition period. 

The Britirh Columbia Po8tal Bl~tory New8 Letter Ls published quarterly for thk 
Pacific Northweat Regional Group of the Britirh North America Philatelic Society. 
The annual memberrhip'fea ir $5.00 in Canadian or US fundr. 
~ i l  Lna. Editor, 7430 Angus Drive, Vancouver, BC, V6P S X 2 ,  Canada. 
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CAPEX896 w i l l  b e  he ld  a t  t h e  Toronto Convention Centre from June 8 t o  June 16, 1996. 
Plane a r e  t o  f e a t u r e  Northern Canada and The Northern Canada Study Group has  been 
aeked t o  compile a d i e p l a y  f e a t u r i n g  Yukon Poeta l  His tory  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  Court of 
Honour. The etudy group i e  planning a group e x h i b i t  of a t  l e a e t  20 frames t o  mark 
t h e  100th  ann ive r sa ry  of  t h e  diecovery of gold i n  t h e  Yukon. Member6 wi th  e u i t a b l e  
m a t e r i a l  are aeked t o  con tac t  Gray Scrimgeour t h r u  t h e  Editor .  

"VICIIORIA - TEE BEST PLRCS TO START lrOR QX)NDYlCB" 
Wileon Brother ,  V i c t o r i a  

Face - VICTORIA / PM / J A  9 / 98 / B.C. 
Back - n i l  

P ar m a  og&gmae ,m n erm m r r w m  TO VICTORIA I THE BEST PUCE FROM WHICH 
.OX 88s. 

TO START FOP THE OLONDYKE. WE MAKE A 
SPECIALTV OF WlTllTlNQ MINER& WRITE tO us FOR INFORMATION. . 

. . 

P .  
;;.\ ... - 9  

--.--.-.---- -.-.-- - -"-----.- 
;I 

YUKON OENERAL AGENCY 
; -- OuMttlry, 

H n u r d l n g , ~ L u P O I O , ~ t a r u r  
... - P. 0. BOX 45e 

; I VANCOUVER. B. 0. . 
. ' v  

b . * .  : --- 
.'u 

Face - VANCOUVER / 2 / AP 3 / 98 / B. C. 
1 / AP 4 / 98 ( c a r r i e r  de l ive ry  mark) 

m o w  WmCY - m m 8  8.C. 
Accommodation, O u t f i t t i n g ,  Forwarding, Ineurance, Luggage Storage. 



British Columbia Research Page 116 

ROBERZ JAWS OHlDIS - -1- F I B  
Based on information oupplied by Alex Price. 

Robert Jamem Geddis came to British Columbia as a Canadian Pacific Railway fireman on 
April 19, 1886. He was active in the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and as a 
result received a large amount of mail from various parts of the country. Although 
Geddie did not save the envelopes addressed to him much of his mail has survived. 
Alex Price, as a result of his intereet in all thinge CPR, ham developed a 
fascinating collection of Geddis material and is looking for reports on other items 
addressed to R.J. Geddis. 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen envelope from Winnipeg Nov. 25, 1886 
lr I 

Geddis was born in Ontario , June 16, 1860 and 
joined the Western Division of the CPR on October 
23, 1883 ae a fireman and moved the Pacific 
Division April 3, 1886. Be became a nlocomotive 
turnern or hostler in 1887 and was promoted to 
Engineer January 29, 1890. In the same year, on 
July 14, he married to Hiss Melissa Parker at New 
Westminster, at which time he was working at 
Rogers Pass. 

On December 27, 1898 he was nDismirrsed for 
reckless running and neglect of orders to look out 
for work train, causing collision at Nicomen, 
B.C." He was rehired by the CPR a s a  hoetler at 
Vancouver on October 5, 1901 and became a yard 
engineer in 1904. He retired on December 1, 1927 
on a pension of $38.65 a month. He died February 
31, 1931. 

R.J. Geddie - 1883 age 23, in 
Ontario prior to coming West 
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r'\ 
ROBERT JAMES GEDDIS 

Covere addreeed to Geddis are known for Donald (1886 - 1887), Rogers Paes 1888 - 
1890), Spencee Bridge (1895) and Vancouver (1895 - 1901). Covere are also known 
addressed to him while he was on businees for the,Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen at Atlanta, Georgia, and Komoka, Ontario. 

1890 cover from Okanagon Mieeion to Geddis at Rogere Paes. 
Unusual routing through Sicamouse, Canmore and back to Rogers Paee 

DONALD, / SP 16 / 95 / B.C. - CPR regional headquarters at Donald 
to Geddia on Engine 355 operating out of Spencee Bridge. 
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ROBERT JAMES GEDDIS 
n 

Copy - Canadian Pacific Railway staff record8 for Geddie, Robert James 

Cover from Kamloope Gold Range Lodge to R.J. Geddis at Vancouver 
Cancelled - C. P. R. RY. M.C. / W / MY 12 / 95 / BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Geddie was living at 915 Richards Street near the CPR ehopa. 

BROTHERHOOD O F  LOCOMOTIVE FIR P 
i 

w m .  =. C. I 
! 

I 
! . . 

i 
1 
t 

! 
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, *BRIT.COL.~ CANU!ZUWIO#8 - rC.rised to  1995 07 0 1  See - June 1992 
r'. 

The reegonee to  t h e  request  f o r  Early and Late dates  f o r  BR1T.COL. cancellatione has 
been excellent.  The rev ised  list below includes a new l i o t i n g  "OMINICAa, a new hammer 
fo r  "NEW WESTMINSTER" and a complete revieion fo r  "VICTORIA" hammere. The l i e t  aleo 
contains 34 new da tes  which i e  not bad fo r  a list of 24 Poet Officee. -.-..--.-- - -em- - ..-.. - ..-a . .-. - .I --C - 

r 
CARIB00 BRIE. COL. I .  

. . 
1' CARIB00 i e  one of t h e  few 

poet officem t h a t  opened . '  i .  i n  1871 f o r  which t h e r e  i e  ? 

no record. It i e  u n l i ~ t e d  1 
i n  Deaville nor is t h e r e  ;. 
any record of t h e  opening . . ! 
o r  closing i n  t h e  Postal  i 
Records i n  Ottawa.' ! ! 

. 
t. 

------------> 
Face - "M.B.B." 
Matthew Bailey Begbie 

. '. 1 
. . 

POST orrla 
p . -. - -. . - - -. . . . . . 

alum 
c m 1 Y U I  
CLlYTOY 
CLlYTOY 
CLOVER VALLEY 
COIP( 

WG CREEK 
D R Y m  
EmRY 
EbQll lULT 
HALLS PRAIRIE 
KAnLOOPt 
WIGLEY PRAIRIE 
YLY \1Em(lW€n 
Y N  YSTHIYOIEI  
Y N  UESIIIIYSTER 
Y N  UFSTMIYSTEI 
W T Y  Am 
OIIYICA . , 

PAVlLIQl 
PAVlLIQl 
m1 m y  
WEOYELU 
QOEWELU 
UPPER LUUI 
VIGTQIA . V I C l Q l A  
VICTORIA 
VlCTQlA 
V lc r@lA  (1) 
VlCTCUlA (SF) 

1CTQlA I CMbA 
T C T Q I A  M.0.0. 

YALe , 
YALE 
Y A U  

TYPE DIA 
,..a --**..- .-.. 

A 22 
A 21 
A 22 
B 29 
A 21 
A 22 
A 22 
A 21 
A 22.5 
A 21 
A 21 
A 21 
A 21 

A 21 
8 30 
B 23 
B a 
A 23.5 
A 21.5 

' A  . 22.5 
A 24 
A 21 
A 21 .5 
A 23 
A 20.5 
A 22 
A 22 
A 22 
A 22 
B 21 
A 21 
B a 
B I 
A 21.5. 
B 29 
8 23.5 

ME U I L Y  UTE . ..*-..*-..-..-.-..-.-- 
imossi i m w o 7  
1- 12 10 1864 12 11 
1874 06 20 1902 01 14 
1879 a n ieso 11 11 
1- 11 IS J909 02 27 
1 8 6 s I 0 6  lPOO06W 
1890 12 12 1901 02 16 
1883 a 26 
imsua 1 ~ 5 ~ 2 4  
1873 09 15 1890 01 22 
iwi  11 a 1917 06 11 
1883 11 04 1693 0720 
1S861116 1831 0306 
1872 O1 15 1879 09 12 
1879 1 29 
18s30620 1 M E a a  
10901122 1 m w 2 2  
1 m a 2 1  i m w o t  
1873 I 18 
1 8 9 7 a w  1 m B f 0 6  
1WO12oi 1OOIQJW 
18841206 19000327 
ian oi n 1691 11 oi. 
1692 10 01 
1 m w 1 0  l m 4 o i I  
1872 01 I 1876 10 24 
18R 02 07 1- 10 18 
1 8 ~ 0 1  w t m w w  
1872 06 13 1875 12 24 
18771024 1esol124 
1877 02 06 1881 D l  19 
l86210oi 1W50616 
'1877 10 18 1862 10 13 
18R 0) 15 1881 I 14 
18790126 1800129 
1863 05 06 1011 02 18 

I Type A2-1 - 1872 01  08 
Type A2-2 - 1872 02 07 

..;: ..If;..: 
% C7 04 d \ K ..eTQy, . . .  .:. 

7 
&* . AFE j ; .  ,' 

.s n J  :t :' , 
; -. ;.. . : 

@.; -w.~".'.J 
p+446. . .. p . *.jq,$jjy ..I . . 

. . %?, ,.a<: --. 

I ryPe A2-3 - 1872 01 09 
w immz9  
SEITDRIYW~ Type A2-4 - 1872 07 12 - -- - - - - - - 
2YAmutUll l  

DU. 22.5W 
D U  2- 
OYLY w - 
.I8 10 UCI Y. 
.I. 10 .OL. 

RAILYlrY POST O T F l Q t  
C. P. n. n.c. . 11 cr, zs 1- l o  as 1886 w w 1- w sr r lurmr nawsp 
1 .  8 1 -  P . .  17? (B) 23.5 1927 W 29 1931 10 10 1957 07 27 2 )lt0011D 

NIL. L MID. R.P.O. in- ( a  22.5 1- a a t w  I 1s 1926 a i s  

T m  A2-5 - T only 
Type A2-6 - SF only 

.A" rmuH .I. m .cr 

.T. QILY 

.tP OlLl 
KAY, 11. 1, AM* s 

GT*, 
A' ? 7 

i .JY 2 7  1 
6 2 7  -j ' 57 .  
*,?. LO "?/T;c $' 
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ALASKA HIGHWAY - RESPONSE FOR11 

In the May issue of "The Northernera, Robert L. Hunter of Stuart, Florida, has an 
excellent article entitled "Fifty Years of the Alaska Highwayw. Those who' 
attended PIPEX'95 in Victoria have already had a first hand view of some of the 
covere and postal markings used to illustrate the article. 

In "The Northerner" Bob liets the early and late datee for the "ALASKA - CANADA / 
HIGHWAY" and the "RENDEZVOUS'92" cancele. Thanks to the assistance of Kevin 
08Reilly the dates for the Yukon Post Offices are fairly complete. Unfortunately 
Bob appears to have had little assistance with the Britieh Columbia dates and as a 
result considerable information is lacking. A revieed list is printed below and 
forms the baeis for this months Responee Form. Your assistance is requested. 

ALASKA HIGHWAY - Special cancellation. 
Post Office ALCAN Remdezvous 

Official usage 1991 06 01 1992 05 14 1992 05 15 1992 11 30 

At 1 in 
Baldonnel 
Charlie Lake 

Chetwynd 

Daweon Creek (K) 

Farmington 
Fort Nelson (K) 
Fort St. John (K) 
Hudeon8s Hope 
Muncho Lake 
Pink Mountain 
PouceCoupe 
Prophet River 
Taylor 
Toad River 
Tumbler Ridge 
Wonowon 

Date --. ..~ 

ni 1 1992 09 15 1992 11 09 
1991 08 20 1992 07 08 nil* 
1991 06 06* 1992 10 05f (1) 
1992 07 15 1992 10 05# 1992 07 09 1992 08 15 
1991 06 06* 1992 08 12 1992 04 04 (2) 

1992 07 lo* 1992 09 29 
1991 05 05 (1991 07 17) (1992 10 29) 1992 11 06 
Day of Issue 1992 05 15 only 
1991 09 19 1992 08 12 1992 08 11 & undated 
1991 06 05 (1991 10 08) (1992 04 10) 1992 08 11 
1991 06 05 (1991 07 10) (1992 09 30) 1992 11 02 
1991 09 11 1992 08 12 1992 04 15f 1992 08 12 
1991 09 21 1992 08 13 1992 05 13 1992 07 13 
1991 06 Ol* 1992 11 13 1992 06 12 1992 07 10 (3) 
1991 06 19 1992 07 07 1992 05 Ol* 1992 11 02 
1991 11 30* 1992 08 15 (4) nil 
1991 06 05* 1992 08 12 1992 07 06 1992 12 04 
1991 09 20 1992 08 92 1992 05 15 1992 08 ?? 
1991 06 05* 1992 08 25 1992 06 15* 1992 11 30* 
1991 09 23 1992 07 08 1992 05 15 1992 12 15 

information supplied by postmaster 
r unrr~ely date - possible date error on hammer 
(K) Kluseendorf only - Reported use 1991 06 01 to 1992 11 30 
(1) Charlie Lake - hammer 1 - monthe in numerals. 2 - alphabetical month 
(2) Chetwynd - haaraer 2 issued 1992 07 10 
(3) Pink Mountain postmaster claima "Rendezvoue" cancel not issued (92 11 13) 
(4) Prophet River offically re-opened 1992 02 27 

n 



: 
REBPOHBE FORM Volume 4 Number 3, September 1995 

,-. ALASKA HIGHWAY - 50TH A##IVERBARY CANCELS 

Robert L. Hunter of Stuart, Florida has developed an interesting 
collection of commemorative postal markings used along the Alaska 
(ALCAN) Highway in 1991 and 1992. Four different markings were used 
in British Columbia. 

1. Klussendorf slogan cancellation - nALASKA - CANADA / HIGHWAYn 
Official use - June 5, 1991 to November 30 1992 

2. Rubber cancel - IIALASKA - CANADA / HIGHWAYn 
Official use - June 1, 1991 to May 14, 1992 

3. Metal hammer - nRENDEZVOUS'92n 
Official use - May 15, 1992 to November 30, 1992 

4. Metal hammer.- '@DAY OF ISSUE - DAWSON CREEK, BCOn 
Official use - May 15, 1992 only 

Name ................................. Forms should be sent to - 
Bill Topping 

Address ............................... 7430 Angus Drive 

P 
Vancouver, B . C . 

...................e.eeeee...e. V6P 5K2 CANADA 

page xxviii 



ALASM HIORWAY - Special cancellation. 
v 
Poet Office ALCAN 

Official period. 1991 06 01 1992 05 14 1992 05 15 1992 11 30 

At 1 in nil 1992 09 15 1992 11 09 

Baldonnel 1991 08 20 1992 07 08 nil* 

Charlie Lake 1991 06 06* 1992 10 05# (1) 
1992 07 15 1992 10 05# 1992 07 09 1992 08 15 

Chetwynd 1991 06 06* 1992 08 12 1992 04 04 (2) 
1992 07 lo* 1992 09 29 

Daweon Creek (K) 1991 05 05 (1991 07 17) (1992 10 29) 1992 11 06 
Day of Ieeue 1992 05 15 only 

Fannington 1991 09 19 1992 08 12 1992 08 11 & undated 

Fort Neleon (K) 1991 06 05 (1991 10 08) (1992 04 10) 1992 08 11 

Fort St. John (K) 1991 06 05 (1991 07 10) (1992 09 30) 1992 11 02 

Hudeonve Hope 1991 09 11 1992 08 12 1992 04 151 1992 08 12 

I 

I Muncho Lake 1991 09 21 1992 08 13 1992 05 13 1992 07 13 

Pink Mountain 1991 06 Ol* 1992 11 13 1992 06 12 1992 07 10 (3) 

Pouce Coupe 1991 06 19 1992 07 07 1992 05 Ol* 1992 11 02 

Prophet River 1991 11 30* 1992 08 15 (4) nil 

Taylor 1991 06 05* 1992 08 12 1992 07 06 1992 12 04 

Toad River 1991 09 20 1992 08 92 1992 05 15 1992 08 ?? 

Tumbler Ridge 1991 06 05* 1992 08 25 1992 06 15* 1992 11 30* - 

Wonowon 1991 09 23 1992 07 08 1992 05 15 1992 12 15 

Footnotee - 
* Date information eupplied by poetmaster 
# Unlikely date - poeeible date error on hammer 
(K) Klueeendorf only - Reported uee 1991 06 01to 1992 11 30 
(1) Charlie Lake - hannner 1 - monthe in numerals. 2 - alphabetical month 
(2) Chetwynd - hanmer 2 ieeued 1992 07 10 
(3) Pink Mountain postmaster claime wRendezvoueu cancel not issued (92 11 13) 
(4) Prophet River offically re-opened 1992 02 27 

Page xxix 


