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WE BUY! 

Our advertisements to buy collections helped bring a 
number of good ones into our stock in recent weeks. How
ever, with the demand for good stamps being what it is these 
days, the faster we bring them in the faster they go out again. 
We need more. 

If you have a collection to sell, please contact us. We 
feel that our prices are fair, and if we find that a collection 
will not fit our requirements well enough to justify our making 
a top offer, we are not afraid to advise alternate means of 
dispersal. 

~eorge ~. Wegg lLtb. 
37 VICTORIA STREET 

(ha lf a block north of the King Edwa rd Hotel) 

TORONTO M5P 1 K5, CANADA 

T a laphones: 
368-7528 
489-1344 

Area Code 416 

We are Canadian Agents f or 

Robson Lowe Limited, London, England 



Stanley Gibbons Specialist and Rare Stamp Department, situated at 399 
Strand in the heart of London's stamp world. Here, throughout the year, 
we welcome enthusiasts from all over the world. Some come eager to 
expand their collections by choosing from our comprehensive range of 
philatelic classics, others come to discuss aspects of selling with our 
friendly, experienced staff. Comfortable surroundings and a warm 
persona l a tmosphere help create the image of cooperation that is part 
of the character of Romano House. 

We invite a ll visitors to examine the Gibbons Gallery, a lso in Romano 
House, where each month a fascinating display by prominent philate
lists is arranged. 

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD. 
391 Strand, 
London WC2R OLX 

By Appolnlmonl 
IO HM lho Queen 

Philatetists 

Don't forget StanGib Limited, our New York office. Stocks of our 
stamps and publications are always available. 
Ca ll at 595 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017. 
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MEET THE PROFESSIONALS 
COME TO HARMERS 

• • • 

In an average season, the H. R. Harmer Organization holds 
approximately 20 auctions, bringing together both dealers 
and collectors from all parts of the world. 

Whether you're interested in buying or selling, the Harmer 
Auction and Private Treaty Departments will give you the 
benefit of professional exposure to the philatelic world. 

WRITE FOR OUR BOOKLET "MODERN METHODS OF 

PHILATELIC SELLING". IT IS GRATIS AND POST-FREE. 

H. R. HARMER INC. 
The International Stomp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 
(212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cables: Harmersale, N.Y. 
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Wells, Fargo & Co. Express 
IN VANCOUVER ISLAND 
AND BRITISH COLUMBIA 

A BNAPS REPRINT 

by R. NAIRNE and G. E. WELLBURN 
Reprinted from Popular Stamps, June 1945 

Two unused Wells Fargo covers prepared for sale after Confederation, with 
Canadian adhesives. The larger, in white letters on a black bar, reads "Over 
Our Lines in the United States." The other reads, "Over Our California 

and Coastal Routes." 

The part played in the postal history of the colonies of Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia by the express companies is a fascinating one, and the almost endless combina
tions of rates, routes and postmarks which can be found on the private express covers 
emanating from these colonies, together with the romantic circumstances surrounding their 
use, bas resulted in them being ranked among the gems of philately. 

It is interesting to outline the unique con
ditions that led the British government to 
permit foreign carriers to take part in the 
business of the post office, whereby the ex
presses, the Colonial Post Office and the 
U.S. post office each collected a share of 
the resulting revenue. 

When the vast territory of New Caledonia 
(as · t~e mainland of British Columbia was 
originally known) was placed under the 
control of the Colonial Office in London, 
England, it constituted one of the most re-
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mote of all the British possessions, and 
months had to elapse before communica
tions could be exchanged between the new 
colonies and the mother country. 

Until 1858 there were only a few hun
dred white fur traders scattered throughout 
the country, and their postal requirements 
were of a modest nature, and taken care of 
by the brigades of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany. The headquarters of the Bay was at 
Fort Victoria on the southern end of Van
couver Island. 



From these enormous Bay holdings two 
crown colonies were formed. Vancouver 
Island became the first of these in 1850, 
and later, in 1858 the mainland, from the 
Pacific to the Rockies became known as the 
Colony of British Columbia. 

In 1858 gold was discovered in the Fraser 
River, and this resulted in one of the great
est rushes in mining history. During that 
year 30,000 people passed through Victoria 
on the way to the diggings, the majority of 
them being miners from California, where 
the surface gold had begun to peter out. 

Victoria became the trading centre for the 
miners and within a few months its popu
lation jumped from about four hundred to 
a boom town of several thousand, although 
by 1859 its stable population settled down 
to about 2,000. 

The sudden swarm of Americans to the 
little colonies gave rise to many urgent 
problems, among which the delivery and 
dispatch of the mails was one of the most 
pressing. 

Fortunately for the government it hap
pened that the solution for a similar prob
lem had already been found in California 
a few years earlier. As in California the 
sudden influx of thousands of gold seekers 
had swamped the meagre facilities of the 
little post office at San Francisco. The 
miners soon demanded a better service and 
were willing to pay well to anyone who 
could provide it. 

Private investors were quick to seize the 
opportunity and express companies sprang 
up along the routes followed by the miners. 
Some of these were soon developed to a 
point where they were able to offer a far 
more efficient and reliable system for hand
ling the mails than the post office could 
possibly give. 

Among the express companies, one was 
outstanding: Wells, Fargo & Co., which 
was organized in 1852 and soon became 
the national in scope and importance. 

It was therefore natural that an agency 
of Wells Fargo should follow the miners 
north to their new hunting grounds. The 
postal authorities in Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia were only too glad to 
avail themselves of the proffered service, 
just as bad the post offices in California. 

On July 17, 1858, Wells Fargo and Co. 
published their first advertisement in the 
Victoria Gazette. They announced their 
readiness to handle mails to and from Cali
fornia and points east over their express 

lines, to buy and ship gold dust, and to 
transact a general banking business as well. 

For a short time Freeman and Company 
was a keen competitor, but the supremacy 
of the larger organization soon became ap
parent, and in 1859 Freeman's Express was 
absorbed by Wells Fargo. During its short 
life in British Columbia, the former com
pany provided collectors with some very 
rare franks and covers. 

Under the terms of the colonial govern
ment, Wells Fargo and Co. were permitted 
to handle mails throughout the colonies, liS 

well as to and from outside points, provided 
they paid a fee of five cents on each letter 
so carried. An exception was made in the 
case of incoming letters from the U.S., the 
colonial post office waiving the postal tax 
on these. 

This agreement was very similar to that 
which existed between the U.S. post office 
and the Company, the former demanding 
that the full U.S. postage be paid on all ex
press mail originating in, or passing through 
the U.S. To facil itate this, the U.S. stamped 
envelopes were printed with Wells Fargo's 
Express "frank"-3c envelopes being gen
erally used in California and JOe envelopes 
being used for points in the eastern states. 

Letters destined for delivery beyond the 
Wells Fargo system would travel as far as 
possible over the company's lines and would 
then be turned over to the U.S. post where 
they would be included with the ordinary 

NEW ADVER'fiSEMENTS. 
WJILLII, P ARGO .t1: CO. ..., 

EXPitESII A ND E XCIIANGE CO. , 

SEND lo1XPRESS TO SAN l'.RANCISOO br 
every ltt!alllet ill Charge of rea alar Jll .. NJ>8•1 

oon11ecting •iU. oar Califorll.l& lai*rlor &Ad New 
York Erprua. 

Treaau.re &hlpp..t ad h»Grecl u to-t ,.._. 
Pukages and tenere rcceiTocl up 10 !alp~ ,llou 

or t.UIIng. ' 
Cheeka on oor otlloo in San Fra~~cltco, 
EXCKANGE Oil all tb" principal ow. .. Ia lht 

F.utern Stak's, &114 Cauda. Aloo Oil 
u"NlON JlANJt, LONOO::-f, ud 

ROYAl. lM .. NK, DUBLlN. 
Rl:CEIVE D.Et'OSl'fl:;S, Gut"'l ""d Spec:W. 

lluy Gold DWit, a\oo Lilnd Warrantt, 'l'rot.alltf 
watranlo,and tert.lft(alos ()n Su. l'raneiiiClo Buko. 
l'romp~ •tttatlon paid 10 Collullou and Com

miNions. 
Oft!eo Yaua otreet, betw«n Wbarl ad Gonn

SAMU'F.L XNIOHT, 
~·t Arat. 

Vieto~io, v. 1., Julf 17, 1868. JJ17 
==r=-~-
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mails. In such cases U.S. adhesives would 
be added to the full amount of postage 
necessary to conform with the postal rates 
prevailing at the time. 

A person in Victoria, therefore, handing 
in a letter to Wells Fargo for delivery in, 
say, San Francisco, would pay 25 cents for 
the franked envelope, which included the 
five cents tax to the Vancouver Island Post 
Office, and the three cents fee for the U.S. 
government. If the letter were addressed to 
a point beyond the Wells Fargo system
Montreal, for instance-the rate would be 
37!.1 cents ("three bits"), and U.S. stamps 
would be added as required. (In the case 
of Montreal, U.S. postage was 15 cents). 

We therefore see that it waas necessary 
for not only Wells Fargo but for both the 
colonial post offices as well, to have for 
sale an assortment of U .S. postage stamps, 
an arrangement probably without parallel 
in the history of any other British colony. 

The reason for this was that all mails for 
outside points had to be routed through the 
U.S., so that it was far more convenient to 
use the stamps of this neighboring country 
rather than those of Great Britain, which 
would probably have been used had not the 
geographical situation and the difficulties of 
direct British communication with the Pa
cific made it impractical. 

As for having their own stamps, the 
small population and meagre revenue avail
able did not warrant the expense of such 
an issue until two years later. 

Until 1860, the post office at Victoria 
used handstamps to denote payment of the 
five cents postal fee. Four of these were 
used, the first and the rarest being the 
"Customs Crown"- really a brass seal in
tended for impressing wax, for use by the 
Collector of Customs and Harbor Master 
on shipping documents. But as this official 
happened to be postmaster as well, and as 
no other device was available, be used it 
for franking letters into the bargain. In 
1859 a special post office handstamp was 
secured from San Francisco consisting of 
the words VICTORIA V. I. I POST I 
OFFICE in a double-lined oval. To supple
ment this another one, probably made lo
cally, was used about the same time, read
ing VICTORIA I PAID I V. 1. without a 
frame. The former was generally used on 
letters turned into the post office, and the 
latter used on Wells Fargo Express covers. 
Both are rare. 
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An oval frank, presumably made in Eng
land, worded POST OFFICE, VICTORIA, 
V. I. and with the royal coat of arms in 
the centre, came into use in 1860, and this 
is the one usually seen on Wells Fargo 
envelopes. Still another frank was got in 
1863, a long single-lined oval, enclosing the 
words POST OFFICE I PAID I VICTORIA 
VANCOUVER ISLAND, but this was used 
almost entirely for postal mail, and has not 
been seen on a Wells Fargo cover. 

For the sake of convenience the Wells 
Fargo branch at Victoria was in the habit 
of handing in bulk lots of their franked 
U.S. embossed envelopes to the post office, 
where they would, on payment of the total 
V. I. postage, be officially franked in ad
vance with the post office hand stamp. 

While it was customary for correspon
dents wishing to express their letters to 
enclose them in these Wells Fargo franked 
envelopes, it occasionally happened that a 
letter would be banded in, enclosed in an 
ordinary plain envelope. But the U.S. postal 
law compelled Wells Fargo to use U.S. 
stamped envelopes, so in such a case the 
express company would take one of their 
own covers. which had been already hand
stamped by the Victoria post office, add the 
additional American adhesives necessary to 
prepay it to its destination, and glue this 
on to the customer's cover, back to back. 

Thus the whole Wells Fargo frank with 
its adhesives would in a sense act as one 
oversize postage stamp. These are known 
as "paste-ups" and are quite scarce, as they 
were usually destroyed by the recipient 
when opening the letter. 

Although Wells Fargo franked covers 
were in use throughout British Columbia, 
the only office the Company maintained 
was at Victoria. Wells Fargo made no at
tempt to compete with the British Columbia 
express companies operating up the Fraser 
River and into the Cariboo, but rather ap
pointed as their agents the existing com
panies operating over these routes. 

The most important of these which were 
W. J. Ballou, who established his Pioneer 
Fraser River Express in June 1858; Dietz & 
Nelson's British Columbia and Victoria Ex
press, which bought out Ballou in 1862 and 
which carried mail and express as far as 
Yale and Lillooet; and Bamards Cariboo 
Express, which eventually bought out Dietz 
& Nelson and operated to the distant mines 
of the Cariboo and the Big Bend. 

(Continued on page 40) 



The 
LABRADOR MAILS 

A BNAPS REPRINT 

PART 1 
By R. A. J. MILLER 

Reprinted from Linn's Stamp News, March 31, 1969 

Time has not changed coastal Labrador. 
Granted that yearly progress bas been pain
fully slow, the passing years have done 
nothing to dim the air of aloof mystery 
and romanticism always associated with the 
name. But quite sadly, entire chapters of the 
mail service story are now missing or fast 
lapsing into obscurity. 

Geographically placed as the far north
east peninsula of the North American con
tinent, sub-Arctic Canadian Labrador lies 
between 51 to 61 degrees North Latitude. 

Factually there is an interior district of 
vast mining wealth. Yet most of its small 
but thriving settlements hugging the North 
Atlantic coast and on numberless off-shore 
islands mainly evolve around a fur- fishery 
and mining type of economy. 

Modernity flourishes; yet in a few iso
lated Eskimo villages, life has changed little 
since their discovery by a Norse explorer 
back in 986 A.D. 

When Canada became a British Colony 
in 1763, Labrador was annexed to St. John's 
Colony, Newfoundland, given back to Brit
ish North America in 1774, and re-annexed 
to Newfoundland in 1809. 

On July 22, 1949, the Colcny became 
the tenth Canadian province. rhus, for 
over two centuries the mail ser·1ice history 
of the colony and its dependency were one 
and the same. 

In the Labrador district, Moravian Breth
ren began mission station work with the 
northern Eskimos as early as the year 1770 
- civilization's vanguard. 

As time unfolded, Hudson's Bay Com· 
pany opened a fur trading post at Fort 
Chimo, Quebec, in early 1831 and a second 
trading station down the coast at Rigolet, 
Labrador, in 1833. 

In a few years, Company supply vessels 
established outposts at Cartwright, Davis 
Inlet, Nakvak, and North West River. A 
native courier system carrying winter mail 
and messages linked them all to distant 

Quebec City - a second stage in progress. 
Third and fourth decade history ( 18 30-

1850) is dim and cloudy. In an 1863 book 
of recollections "recapturing the times", 
London author, the Rev. Charles Pedley, 
noted nothing of import regarding the 
mails. 

However, mention was made that on 
June 19, 1846 the Post Office at St. John's 
was destroyed by fire and all of the his
toric archive records. (This was the second 
disastrous fire). 

Fortunately, the Canada postal history 
specialist, Frank W. Campbell, had listed 
and recorded almost a ll 19th century post· 
marks and made superb impressions of St. 
John's 1846-1849 period markings. Viewed, 
the now out-of-print reference sheets graphi
cally illustrate: : The "crowned circle" PAID 
23 x 25 mm. hand stamp, the dated "circle 
rimless" postmark with gothic letters, and 
the era's "SHIP LETTER" band stamp. All 
of the octogenarian "tracings" of Campbell 
were from old letters. 

European whaling and cod-fishing fleets 
followed, soon finding it imperative to es
tablish "fishing stations" and shore supply 
bases. Caretakers contracted to "winter
over" attracted other white settlers and sea
shore villages sprang up. 

Old records reveal that the parent St. 
John's colony was granted a British post 
office in 1805. Accordingly, bags of letters 
made up by the General Post Office in 
London were sent "as opportunity should 
offer" by ship to Halifax, Nova Scotia, and 
then by smaller vessels to St. John's. 

Communication into and out of Labra-
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dor was scanty. It can be assumed that 
sailing ships making chance calls furnished 
limited courtesy accommodations. But like 
all true pioneers elsewhere, the lack of com
munication during the long winter seasons 
must have been unbearable. 

In 1810, the appointive postmaster, Simon 
Solomon - an established resident jeweler 
-is credited with engraving an elaborate 
circular "ARMS" postmark, found on pre
stamped, folded letters. 

Also at some undetermined early date, the 
London-made "superior seal" - GENERAL 
POST OFFICE ST. JOHN'S, NFD - was 
received, and placed in use. 

As history moved on to July l, 1851. 
control of the postal system from London 
headquarters ceased, with local officials 
from then on assuming full responsibility 
and keeping all revenue. 

At this time, Postmaster General W. S. 
Soloman, with meager office staff of three, 
found the funds to add a Labrador mail 
agent. The name was never recorded, al
though his staff was. This is another irony 
of history. 

January 1, 1857 witnessed issuance of 
the St. John's Colony one penny stamp 
the first of ten imperforated stamps in pence 
and shilling denominations. Scott's Number 
1 with the royal crown, oddly was marked 
"NEWFOUND". 

In keeping with the tradition of earlier 
stamps issued in New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, all carried the Heraldic Flowers of 
the United Kingdom. The world in time 
would highly prize 260 later issues, and 19 
airpost stamps, while color rarities at high
philately auctions would rise from $700 to 
$2900 per single stamp. 

The Labrador Steam Mail Service from 
the colony to the coast, started in 1870. 
Some sources disagree, mentioning the year 
1875. 

However, it is reliably known that Bow
ring Brothers vessels carried the mail, pas
sengers and goods to Battle Harbour, and 
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extended service to Hopedale in 1880. A 
small steamer carried such semi-monthly 
mail north to Nain. At long last the neg
lected dependency had an official " line of 
communication". 

The first mail steamer ''Ariel" was fol
lowed by the "Portia", " Progress", and 
"Walrus". In succession, each were ship
wrecked. All ports of call on the 700-mile 
coastal journey were "postal service accom
modation points" only. Never was the im
portance of "mail from home" more ap
preciated. 

Canada's "travelling post office" mark
ings used during the decade read: COASTAL 
NORTH T.P.O. LABRADOR T.P.O. and 
the special London made instruments, LAB
RADOR NORTH, LABRADOR WEST, 
and WESTERN MAIL BOAT. Each spe
cific transit mark represented a pertinent 
bit of history. 

Dr. R. Willan, the British authority on 
Newfoundland, has stated in print and in 
letter that Labrador's first post offices were 
established in 1889 at Battle Harbour, Blanc 
Sablon, Iron Bound Island, and Lance au 
Loup . All earlier mainland ports had been 
"collecting stations". 

The increasing communication with, and 
dependency on, the then four existent 
Canadian provinces, necessitated mail links 
with the Coastal West TPO and the Straits 
TPO. 

All of the "all-water routes" were on 
May to October navigational schedules. The 
fragmentary mention of a monthly overland 
winter mail has not been convincingly veri
fied. However, in the late century the Nach
vak and the Rigolet dog team sledge mails 
covered a 1500-mail coastal run leading to 
Quebec City. As private mail carriers, both 
firms had identifying "cacheted envelopes". 
Many still exist. One contractor, J. D. 
Fraser, became the Postmaster General. 

In passing, a Public Records list for the 
year 1902 discloses 47 post offices - about 
an all-time high. Mail service continually 
improved. 



a chart of the 

1967 DEFINITIVE ISSUE 
using the uv light 

By Glenn F . Hansen, reprinted from Coin, Stamp and Antique News 

The chart accompanying this article is a 
departure from others, as it is based on the 
use of an ultra violet (UV) lamp. The 
chart itself has been compiled from a list
ing sent to me by Rene Marcotte of Mont
real. He has been one of my correspondents 
who has pressed me into attempting to 
compile a chart based on the lamp rather 
than on the visual approach which I favor. 

The interesting thing about this chart is 
that it basically breaks into the three main 
categories we all have followed. i.e., the 
dull paper, gum arabic; the hi·brite, gum 
arabic: and the PVC gummed papers which 
have been fairly successful classed as 
"white" papers; I say fairly successful ItS 

there is a problem in regard to the Sc 
value. The JOe Jack Pine Hi-Brite is classi
fied as on gum arabic although most of us 
have tended to call this a PVC with some 
appearance of shine. Some have designated 
this simply as an experimental gum. 

In going over my collection and attempt
ing to break t into these classifications I 
have noticed that the list does not go into 
booklet material. Note also the absence of 
the perf 10 on the 6c orange f rom the 
listing. This was, to my knowledge, only 
available in booklets although at least one 
dealer in the east has contended that this 
item exists in sheet stamp form. 

One other thing of note re this chart is 
tha t it is based on the use of a UV lamp 
that at least differs in some respects from 
mine; I use a RayTech LS 7 which incorpo
rates separate long and short wave units 
so that it is possible to usc either one or 
both at once. I found that in some in· 
stances I could approach some of Marcotte's 
designations only when I had both waves 
operating together. Note is this regard the 
Jack of any reference in th is chart to blue 
as a defining term for papers. I have fou nd 
a number of definitely blue papers, par
ticularly in that very difficult Sc slate stamp 
where he developed the classifications of 
some fluorescence, semi-brite and almost 
hi-brite. 

For those who have lamps a study of 
their collections using this chart could prove 
rewarding. There shouldn't be any great 
difficulties in following the terminology as, 
for example, there are only two extra items 
in the lc brown over those shown by me 
on the visual chart. Marcotte shows the Jc 
as dull purple, gray and dull gray flecked. 
I can find the two extra papers; my lamp, 
however, tends to give me a slightly dif
ferent set of terms for them. They are 
there, however, and so for now let's leave 
in at Marcotte's terms. 

In his letter to me Marcotte made a plea 
for a standardization of terms to be used in 
reference to this entire issue. I, for one, 
agree with him on the need for such stan
dardization. I still feel, however, that it is 
possible to divide the collectors of the Cen
tennial Issue into two groups, those who 
collect on a naked-eye visual basis and 
those who use UV lamps. 

It is my feeling that standardization will 
come about through the auspices of a formal 
Centennial Issue study group under the 
aegis of an organzation such as BNAPS. 
I know there are a group of specialists 
working within that group on a handbook 
on the issue but I have not heard when the 
book wilt be released or just what it will 
contain. Because of the very wide interest 
in this issue even a handbook such as I 
have mentioned will not, in itself, tend to 
standardize nomenclature.; fi rst there will 
have to be a consensus of opinion brought 
together. 

A study group on the issue could use the 
handbook, my own writings, those of Gran
beck-Jones, those of LaRoche and charts 
such as the one that accompanies this art
icle as basic material for either study group 
meetings or a study group survey in order 
to arrive at decisions on whether the gum. 
for instance, should be called gum arabic or 
dextrine and whether the papers should be 
classified on a visual scale of dull, hi-brite, 
white and coated. 

(See chart on next two pages) 
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1967 DEFINITIVE$ 
Usins The Ultra Violet Lisht 

the 
colum ns 

1 dull ................. . 
2 dull deep purple 
3 dull purple ............ . 
4 dull purple flecked 
5 dull gray 
6 dull gray flecked 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Ic brown ... . 
W2 ......... ...... ..... .... . 
WI 
02 
PC 

X 
.. .. .. . X 

X 

2c green 
W2 
Wl 
02 
PC 

.. .. . .. ... .. . ... . .. . .. ... .. .. . .. ... .. . X 

.. .. .. .. ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . X 

.. .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .... . X 

3c purple 
W2 ...... 
PC 
PC02 
Coil 
PC 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

4c carmine 
Wls 
Wlc . 
02 

X X 
X 

.... . X 

PC ........ ... ... .. . .... X 
Coil .. .. ..... .. ... ........... .. .. .. 

5c blue 
W2 
WI 

... .. .... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... .. . X 

..... .. ...... .. .. .. ... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. X 
X 

PC ... ...... .. . .. .. .. X 
Coil 
PC 

... .... . .. ... ... . .. . ... X 

6c orange perf I 0 ............ . 
Phos . .. . 
W2 ....... ....... ...... . 
PC . 
Coil . 

6c orange perf I21h .. 
W2 ... .. .. ............ . 

6c black die 
W2 ...... .... .. .. . . 
PC ....... ......... .... .. .. 

.. .. .. . . .. X 

X 
X 
X 

.. . X 
X 

X 
X 

.. . X 
X 

.. .. ... X 

6c black re-wkd. .. ... .. . .. ... x 
WI ...... .. .. .. .. ... .... .............. .. X 
PC ...................... X 
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X 

X 

(ink) 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



.. gum arabic 
... gum arabic 
... gum arabic 
... gum arabic 
... gum arabic 
... gum arabic 

7 dull white .............. gum arabic 
8 some fluorescence .... gum arabic 
9 some fluor. flecked .... gum arabic 

10 very fluorescent ........ gum arabic 
11 hi-brite ............ ... ... .... gum arabic 
12 very dull .. ... ... .. . ......... PVC 

13 dull .................................. PVC 
14 dull flecked ...................... .. :. PVC 
15 · some ftuorescence ............. PVC 
16 semi brite ............... ........... PVC 
17 almost hi-brite .............. ...... PVC 

-:r 
l 

j 
l 

1 

6c black-CBN I ......................... . 
W1 ....................................... . 
02 ................ ···················· 
PC ...................................... . 
PC02 ............ ........... . 
Coil ................ .. . ...... .. . 

7c green ... ... .. ............... . 
W2 ............................... . X 
Coil ...... ............................. .. 

8c slate ...................................... x 
W2 ........................................ X 
02 ........................................ X 
Coil ................... .... ......... ..... . 
02 .. ............... . 

8c Alaska .............. ........ x 

IOc Jack Pine ..................... ..... x 
W2 .................................... .. X 
02 ...................................... . 

15c Bylot 
W2 . 
02 . 

......... .. ... ................. .. . X 

X 

20c Ferry .. .... .. .. .. X 
W2 X 

1 

25c Solemn .... .. ...... .... ....... ...... .... x 
W2 ...................................... .. X 

SOc Strs. ... .... . X 

$1 Wildcat 3 X 

W2-Winnipeg 2-bar tagging. 
02--0ttawa 2-bar tagging. 
Coil PC--coil pro-cancelled. 
Wls-Winnipeg 1-bar tag, side 

3 4 s 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

X 

X 

X 

X X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X X 

X 

12. 

X 

X 

13 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

14 

X 

IS 16 17 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X X 

Wl-Winrupeg 1-bar tagging. 
PC-pre-cancelled. 
PC02- pre-cancelled, general tag. 
W lc--Wirutipeg 1-bar tag, centre. 

The Canadian Bank Note Company printed all except 6c orange, 6c black, die l, 6c 
black re-worked die, 7c green, Sc slate which were printed by the British American Bank 
Note Company. 

All CBN sheet stamps perfed 12. All BABN sheet stamps in 121;2 x 12 comb perf, 
except early 6c orange, which was perfed 10 comb. 

All coils printed by CBN Co. Perf 9.5 horizontal: 3c, 4c, 5c; perf 10 bori.zontal: 6c, 
7c and Sc. 
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TOPICS: THE NEWSFRONT 
New stamp-selling policy for Canada Post; 
Vancouver Islanders protest huge stamp releases 

In the next issue we'll give details of the 
new Canada Post sales policy for stamps 
to collectors, but basically it follows the 
outline described here in the December 
issue. Among the features: 

- Prepacked stamps for many items, 
sealed in clear plastic containers; 

- all stamps issued from January 1974 
on bear the year of issue and a copyright 
mark; 

-stamps will be sold for a 12-month 
period only from date of issue; 

- annual "souvenir packs" will be avail
able for 24 months following the date of 
issue; 

- FDCs will be available in five com
binations of stamps, and be availaable for 
12 months after issue; 

- plate blocks will be available in blocks 
of four, regardless of denomination; 

- "handback service" will be available 
for FDCs, and FDCs will be issued from 
points other than Ottawa, depending on the 
subject of the stamp itself. 

There's lots more; watch for the next 
issue. 

• • • 
The Vancouver Island Philatelic Society 

passed a resolution earlier this month 
"strongly protesting" the Post Office's large 

number (45) of stamps on this year's pro
gram. Taking particular objection to the 
semi-postal Olympic issues, it concluded its 
resolution (which was sent to Ottawa's Con
federation Heights), saying that this many 
stamps "will have a very damaging effect 
on the good reputation which Canada has 
enjoyed for 100 years among philatelists 
of the world." 

* * 
The B.C. Philatelic Society's exhibition, 

VANPEX 1974, will be held at the Shera
ton Landmark Hotel in Vancouver on 
March 9 and 10 this year. It should be a 
good show and record entries are expected. 
For detai ls drop a note to Ken Barlow, 
Exhibition Chairman, 1055 Ottawa Street, 
West Vancouver, V7S 2J2. 

* * 
If you happen to be interested in the 

stamps of Ceylon on an exchange basis, 
the editor of the Ceylon Philatelist, K. D. 
Jayasekera, offers this free service: send 
him your name, address, age, sex, occupa
tion, profession or trade, plus your wants, 
and he'll publish this in his journal - thus 
putting you in contact with a stamp-swap
ping pal. His address: 44 Love Lane, Trin
comalee, Sri Lanka. 

TOPICS: THE BUSINESS SIDE 
BNAPS: ELECTED OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT Alfred P. Cook, Coy Glen Road, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
PAST PRESIDENT Sam C. Nickle, 1208 Belavlsta Cres., Calgary 9, Alta. 
VICE-PRESIDENT James A. Pike, 5805 Balsam St., Apt. 801, Vancouver, B.C. 

SECRETARY Jack levine, 2121-G North Hills Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27610 
TREASURER leo J . LaFrance, Box 229, Ossining, New York 10562 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS Nine sitting; three elected each year for a three-year trm: 
1972-1974: G . B. Llewel!yn (chairman), C. R. McNeil, D. G. Rosenblat 
1973-1975: Ed Richardson, Wilmer C. Rockett, S. S . Kenyon 
1974-1976: James C. Lehr, E. H . Hausmann, Robert H. Pratt 
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From the Secretary JA CK LEV INE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

3065 
3066 
3067 
3068 
3069 
3070 
3071 
3072 
3073 
3074 
3075 
3076 
3077 
3078 
3079 
3080 
3081 
3082 
3083 
3084 

New Members 
Baker, Willard E ., P .O. Box 26. Santa Rosa. California 95402 
Cooper, Allan, 68 Tanbark Crescent, Don Mills, Ontario M3B 1N6 
Cosway, Jack F., Falcon Road, R.R. 1, Huntsville, Ontario 
D!noff, John, 248~ Hurontar!o Street, #1201, Miss!ssauan, Ontario L~A 2G6 
Dorman, Rev. Milton F., P .O. Box 92, Grand Harbour, Grand Manan, New Brunswick 
Fisk, Arnold Roy, 523~- 2nd Avenue South, Kenora, Ontario P9N 1X2 
Hodaes, Dr. D . M .. C.F.D.S.S., C.F.B. Borden, Ontario LOM 1CO 
Jeffrey, Fred, 80 Da!ewood Avenue South. Hamilton, Ontario L8S 1Z2 
Koepke, Charles B .. lOS Argyle Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4R 4C4 
Lovins, Roger M., 23-B Hampshire Drive, Nashua, New Hampshire 03060 
Marget, Sydney S., 185 Acton Avenue, Downsvlew, Ontario M3H 4H6 
Patterson, J . Lawton, 1051 P rovidence Road, Charlotte, N orth Carolina 28207 
P roulx, Andre, 2973 Gaillard, Longueuil, Quebec J4L 3K6 
Robertson, Georae B., Q.C., P .O. Box 730. Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Rubin, Mark, 191 Eton Crescent, Montreal 254, Quebec 
Schachter, Lorne H ., 1547 Locust Street, Pasadena, California 91106 
Sommerfeldt, Heinz, 223S VIctoria Crescent, Calgary, Alberta TIM 4E4 
Vezina, Y . 1 .. R.R. 5, London, Ontario N6A 4B9 
Wain berg, Allen S., D .D.S., 5845 Cote des Neiges, # 300, Montreal 249, Quebec 
Walen, Box 691, Eston, Saskatchewan SOL l AO 

Ap plications Pending - "A" Group 
(Applications shall be pending in two successive issues of the magazine) 

Beatty, G. Walter, R.R. 2, Norland Holstein, Granton, Ontario NOM IVO 
Forrest, Chester S .. 60 East 42nd Street, N ew York, New York 10017 
Gla.u. Donald J .. It Mayfair Road S.W., Calgary. Alberta T2V IY5 
H Ul, Geoff, 458 Smith Lane, Oalcville, Ontario L6L 4X2 
L'Ecuyer, Mme . . Lucie C., 165 Grandc-AIIee Est, #616, Quebec 4. Quebec 
Maclntyre, Milferd M., P .O. Box 231, Drumheller, Alberta TOJ OYO 
MaUck, Ed., 402 - 4999 Kahala Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96816 
Martin, L. W. Jr., P .O. Box 1061, Bellaire, Texas 77401 
Meyer, DavidS., 310 Madison Avenue, New York, N ew York 10017 
Osattin. Dr. Morris. 727 H arbor Island, Clea rwater, Florida 
Loneraan, Brian, 4902 Robert Street. #23, Montreal 457. Quebec 
Salakl, C. J ., 13 Radcliffe Drive, Milford Massachusetts 01757 
nukowski, Robert, IS3S Park Avenue, North Chicago, Illinois 60064 

Applications Pending - "B" Group 
Allen, William C., Box 51 , East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
Arflcen, George Jr., 5301 Coulter La.ne, Oxford, Ohio 45056 
Aubin, Charles W .. 4931 Vanguard Road N.W., Calgary, Alberta T 3A ORS 
Bissett, Dr. R., 43 Pine Glen Road, ruverv!ew, New Brunswick 
Cusden, Harold S., 41 Blake Street, Barrie, Ontario 
Furneaux, R. V .. 163 Wellesley Crescent, London, Ontario N5V 1J6 
Gidley, Robert W., 717 Wellesley Drive N .B., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
Guidry, G. 1 .. 41 Dover Crescent, F redericton, New Brunswick 
Hopkinson, Allen B., 1767 Rocky Mountain Avenue, Milpitas .. California 95035 
Lockwood, W illiam G. , 130 Yorkview Drive, Toronto, Ontario M8Z 204 
Maher, J ames John, 53 Burris Street, H amilton, Ontario L8M 2Jt 
Mayo, George, R.R. #1 , Box 96, Portugal Cove, Newfoundland 
Merlkallio, Re!no A., 171 Adams Lane, New Canaan, Connecticut 06840 
M ychajlowskij, Walter, 7278 Leonard·de-V!nc!, Montreal 453, Quebec 
Rusted, Nigel P. S .. M.D ., 28 Monkstown Road, St. John's, Newfoundland 
Schaus, Paul W., 206 Buckingham Street, London, Ontario N5Z 3V6 
Stanwick, Dr. RichardS., 304 • 720 McDermot Avenue , Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Steele, S .Cedric, 2071 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver 13, British Columbia 
Symington, Robert, 14 Farrington Drive, Wlllowda!e, Ontario M2L 2B6 
Walker, Lawrence A ., 8844 Notre-Dame East, Montreal, Quebec H1L 3M4 
W allace, William H ., 1201 East Orange Grove Road, Tucson, Arizona 85718 

Applications fo r Membe"hip 
(Objections m ust be fi led with the Secretary within 30 days after month of pubUeation) 

(c-CoUector D-Dealer De-Dealer-Collector) (c-correspond x-exchange) 
BATGENT , Rory, #8 • 3563 Oak St ., Vancouver 9, B.C. (DC<) CAN, NFD-M!nt postage and blocks. 

Plate Blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes. SPECIALTY-Canadian errors. Proposed by G. F. 
Hansen (2203). 

BAROLET, Roger, 1820 MontpeU!er St., Bruno, Quebec J3V 4PS. (C<) CAN, NFD-19th and 20th 
Century mint postage and bloeks. 1st Day covers. P late Bloeks. Coils. Mint booklet panes. P roposed 
by G. F. Hansen (2203). 

CLARK, David I. M., Box 271. Owen Sound, Ontario. (C) CAN- Mint and used postage and mint 
blocks. 1st Day and 1st Flight covers. Plate Blocks. Proposed by L. Matthews (24-37). 

DALES, J . B., 84 W!Uowrldge Road, Weston, Ontario M9R 3Z4. (C) CAN- 19th Century used postal!e. 
:Z..rina, fancy cork and numeral cancellations. SPECIALTY- Large and small Queens. Proposed by 
H . R. Lambe (383). 

DesBRISAY, l an G., 524 Ballantree Place, West Vancouver, B.C. (C) CAN- 19th and 20th Century mint 
and used postage and blocks. Plate Blocks. Coils. OHMS·G. Mint and used booklet panes. Pre
cancels. Mint and used Airmails. Proposed by G. F . H ansen (2203). 

DIONNE, Dr. Martin J ., Epping St., Raymond, New Hampshire 03077. (C) CAN, NFD, N .B .. N.S.-19th 
and 20th Century used postage. OHMs-G. Used Airmails. SPEClAC.'l'Y-OHMS·G. P roposed by W. 
G . Moffatt (1951). 
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DOUGLAS, Peter, 9 Limardo Drive, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. (C<x) CAN-Mint and used postage. Flag 
cancellations. SPECIALTY-Admiral Issue. Proposed by G. Penchard (2672). Seconded by G . Bauglld 
(759). 

FREEMAN, John C., 31 Trafalgar St., Goderich, Ontario. (C..:x) CAN, NFD- 19th and 20th Century 
used postage. Proposed by P. J . Wiedemann (2643). 

G IRT, Nell A., 99 Belmont Ave., Hamilton, Ontario LSL 7M2. (C<x) CAN-19th and 20th Century mint 
and used postage. 1st Day covers. Plate Blocks. Colis. OHMS-G. MJnt booklet panes and complete. 
Precancels. Mint and used Airmails. Postal Stationery entires. Literature. SPECIALTY-Matched 
Plate Blocks. Proposed by F. H . J ohnson (28!52). Seconded by H . R. Lambe (383). 

LEFEBVRE, Roger, M.D., 600 ·12Ut Avenue, R.R. 2, St-Louis de Terrebonne, Quebec JON !NO. (C.x) 
CAN- 19th and 20th Century mint postage and blocks. 1st Day covers. P late Blocks. Coils. Mint 
booklet panes and complete. Precancels. Mint Airmails and on cover. SPECIALTY-Plate Blocks, 
1st D ay covers. Proposed by G. F . Hansen (2203). 

PORTER, J . W., 6 Eagle Ridge Drive, Calgary, Alberta T2V 2V4. (C) CAN, NPD, PROV-Mint and 
used postage. Proposed by J. Levine (Ll ). 

RAYMOND, Brian W., 4420 Dalhousie Drive N.W., Calgary, Alberta. (C<) CAN, NFD-19t.h and 20th 
Century used postage. 1st Day and 1st Flight covers. OHMS-G. Precancels. Used Airmails. Literature. 
Varieties. SPECIALTY-#'s 35, 36. 41 Canada. Proposed by G . F . Hansen (2203). 

SCHAPELHOUMAN, L., 651 Distel Drive, Los Altos, California 94022. (DC..::x) CAN, NFD, B.C. 19th 
and 20th Century mint and used postage and blocks. Pre-stamp, stampless. 1st Day covers. Plate 
Blocks. COils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes and complete. Mint, used, semi-official Airmails and on 
cover. Stationery entlres. Essays. "Locals". R.P.O. 7 territorial cancellations. SPECIALTY-Canada 
Booklets. 1967 Definitlves. Proposed by G. F . H ansen (2203). 

STONEHOUSE, L. E. , 2!5 Clarence Street, Amherst, Nova Scotia. (DC.x) CAN-Precancels. Literature. 
Slogan cancellations. SPECIALTY- Perfins on Edwards. Straight edges. Proposed by A. Wbltehead 
(192). 

2885 
2712 
478 

2953 
1676 
1336 
2779 
2949 
3011 

2930 

2132 
2062 

Changes of Address 
(Notice of chanJ!e M UST BE SENT TO THE SECRETARY. ADJ' other office causes delay) 

Beatty, Richard H. .• c/o 1. W. McCUtcheon, P .O. Box 32, 401 Bay Street, Toronto, Ont. M!!H 2Zt. 
Beny, Sandor, 1044 Campbell Avenue, Windsor, Ontario 
Burt, Roland C., 4D White Birch Court, Maple Shade, New Jersey 08052 
Charles, Henry, 515 Francois No. 411 , Nun's Island, Montreal, Quebec H3E 105 
Kenyon, StewartS., # 805, 9835 • 113 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 'r!!K 1N4 
Kirk, Mrs. 1. A. C., #317 • 534 Smith Avenue, Coqultlam., British Columbia V3J 2WI 
Law, Carl Edgar, Box 410, Station H, Montreal, Quebec 
Murray, G. Douglas, Box 693, Charlottetown, P.E.l:. C IA 7L3 
Whitrock, J on R., 23!5~ South Crea Street, Decatur, Illinois 62S22 

Mai l Returned 
(Information to c.orred address wiU be appreciated) 

Higgs, Roger 1. E., 10 Mandel Crescent, Willowdalc, Ontario 
Resigna tions Received 

Lutz Edward, 4 Tlmberlane Road, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458 
w nifams, John J ., 270 South Buck.hout Street, Irvlnaton-on-Hudson, New York 10!533 

Resignation Accepted 
2530 Pickard, George E. 

L37 
1093 

2164 
2302 
2550 
2071 
2540 
2790 

Deceased 
Duncan, Robert J ., Box 32, Markdale, Ontario NOC IHO 
Christensen, E. J ., 11612 • 94 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5G tH8 

Carter, Roy D. 
Cheshire, Robert S. 
Clapp, James A. Ill 
Clement, S. C. 
Dinnlwell, J . D . 
Hargrnfl, Michael A. 

Dropped From Ra lls (for non-payment of dues) 
2816 Hart, Peter F., M.D. 2546 
721 Johnstone, Gordon 2822 

1011 Karpinski, Edward T. 2010 
2780 Middleton, U. M. R. J . 2592 
2724 Parker, John A. J r. 2354 
t 779 Scfsco, Lubert H. 2363 

2632 

Squirell. Graham W. 
Steer. Malcolm D. 
Steinhart, Allan L. 
Thompson, Stewart T. 
Veldhuls, Ben 
Webber, Gary E. 
Zichterman, J . H . 

Expelled (for conduct unbecoming a membe r) 
2768 Livermore, F. Frank, 1834 Lake SUe D rive, Orlando, Florida 32803 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, December I, 1973 ........................................................... . 1378 

NEW MEMBERS, January 1, 1974 .................................................................. . 20 
1398 

RESIGNATION, J anuary I, 1974 .... .......................... .... ............ ........ ........... .. I 
DECEASED, January I, 1974 ..... . ............ ... .. ...... ... ................ ..... ....................... . 2 
DROPPED FROM ROLLS, January I, 1974 ................................................. . 19 
EXPELLED, January 1, 1974 .................... ...................... .............................. ..... . 

23 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, J anuary I , 1974 .. ...... ........ ... ..... .......... ....................... .... . 1375 
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Further Sketches of BNAPSers ... Number 176 
in a series 

EDWARD A. HARRIS 
A man of many memberships, 
and a w ide range of interests 

Edward A. 
Harris 
No. 729 

One BNAPSer I met at Calgary is Ed
ward A. Harris. Sam Nickle had Ed run
ning the exhibition so we no doubt saw 
him running most of the time. 

He is a native Edmontonian but he, and 
his wife Kay, plus the four children, moved 
to Calgary in 1962 due to his work- in 
the marketing department of Dome Petro
leum Limited. In addition Ed has been 
actively engaged as an executive of the 
Society of Industrial Accountants . 

Stampwise Lee was another child col
lector who dropped out till after the serv
ice, then back to it when he gave his father 
(BNAPSer F. N. Harris, 1147) a stamp 
album for Christmas. 

Although he collects everything in Cana
dian stamps, the main interests are the 
Western Territorial Postal Markings, Large 
Queens, Admirals, and Postal History. 

Not only a BNAPSer, Ed is also a 
member of the RPSC, CP of GB, APS, and 
both the Edmonton and Calgary clubs. He 
organized the BNAPS Edmonton group and 
promoted BNAPS's first western conven
tion at Banff in 1960. 

Besides stamps, his other hobbies in
clude art collectng, printmaking, wood
working, and "I'm an amateur artist, too." 

-Dr. R. V. C. Carr 

. . . and some doodles by The Editor 
Glenn Hansen, who compiled the chart on the centrespread of this issue, is dead 

right when he says that what collectors need for the 1967 issue is a set of standards. To 
this end he's offered to head up a Centennial Issue study group, to examine the whole 
business of what to call a HiBright, how to grade degrees of fluorescence, and all the rest. 
Hansen suggests that the group get started at the BNAPS convention in Williamsburg later 
this year. 

A sound idea, but I would suggest going a step farther: getting started now, through 
correspondence, to identify the many problems of standardization and to draw up some 
specific proposals for the BNAPEX session. Write to Hansen direct if you like, but better 
still, why not use the pages of Topics as a forum? We're short of articles and letters to the 
editor. And for starters, how about someone finding a respectable word to replace (ugh) 
"HiBrite?" 

There are a number of experts on this issue - Fred Keane and Paul Hughes (whose 
handbook will be published this year) , David Gronbeck-Jones, and Jacques LaRoche, (who 
have both published handbooks), Hansen himself (the author of a wide-field handbook of 
BNA), and Ken Rose, Michael Dicketts and many others who have published articles in 
the 1967 issue on these pages. That's a formidable group, and I would hazard a guess 
that they all would agree that standards are needed. Hansen has volunteered to head a 
study group at the BNAPEX convention. All that remains is to get the scene set. Let's 
hear from you - experts and novices alike .. . . 

* * * 
As we write this, it's 2:30a.m. in the morning of January 31. Later today we'll bring 

the completed dummy to the printer and by the end of the week the issue will be printed 
and off to the bindery. The March issue will be in the hands of the typesetter by February 
10 - and thus we'll be back on schedule with Topics. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: 10 cents per word per insertion, payable with copy in advance. Copy for 

classified advertisements should be sent to Edward J . Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, 
Pennsylvania 19355. 

W A NTED 

NEED 1913 CPR TELEGRAPH FRANK TO COM
PLETE - W ill buy or trade from duplicates 
1887, 91, 92, 93, 94, 96, 98, 35 (thinned), and 
1898 teleg raph w i th Frank affixed . H. A. Price, 
1907 West 61s Ave., Vancouver 14, B.C. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

should be addressed: 

E. H. HA USMANN 
c/o V. G. Greene, 77 Victoria St. 

Toronto MSC 2B2 
Canada 

1974 
" .. . without a doubt the most compre hensive listing 
of BNA mate rial available today." 

- F red Stulberg reviewing the Canada 
Specalized in The Canadian Phila telist 

CANADA SPECIALIZED 
postage stamp catalogue 

96 pages - pocket sized- $1.50 from your dealer or BNAPS' Book Department 

PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
• HELD FOUR OR FIVE TIMES A YEAR • 

FEATURING 
CHOICE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Collector and Deale r Mate rial 
And Postal History 

BRTISH COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN 

SAMPLE CATALOGUES ARE FREE 
A SUBSCRIPTION TO CATALOGUES AND PRICES 

REALIZED FOR TWO YEARS IS $5.00 

WE ARE ALWAYS ACCEPTING MATERIAL FOR FUTURE 
AUCTIONS. PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE 

MATERIAL TO SELL. 

L.C.D. STAMP COMPANY 
Wellington Square Mall, Low er Mall, London, Ontario, Canada 
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LABRADOR continued 

The St. John's steamer "lnvermore" made 
regular connections with the Labrador 
Service, before going ashore. She was suc
ceeded about 1912 by the "S.S. Kyle". A 
smaller vessel, the "Balleine" served North 
Labrador. 

Following this period, sources to check 
the historical chronology are more readily 
avai lable to the interested. To many, the 
yesteryears involved also cover colorful 
chapters in Newfoundland maritime history. 

World War II found the United States 
and Canada joining hands in expediting 
the movement of military mail. Joint 
American and Dominion co-operative ef
forts to speed the mails to Labrador and 
Newfoundland- and then overseas - added 
bright chapters to aero-philately history. 
Planes of Detachment 4 of the U.S. Sixth 
Air Postal Squadron based at APO 677, 
Goose Bay, Labrador, interchanged with the 
U.S. Seventh. 

In common defense shortly thereafter, 
both jointly erected and manned the "Dew
line" and the Mid-Canada "Pinetree" early 
warning installations; both in Labrador and 

the Canadian Arctic. Mail flowed freely 
with U.S. and later Canadian pilots. 

In 1948, Canada's "all up" air service 
for all first class mail, mailed in Canada 
for delivery in Canada, was extended to 
Labrador when independent Newfoundland 
became the tenth Confederation province. 

Scotts Cl9 (7c blue) issued in 1943, the 
only Newfoundland stamp printed "AIR 
MAIL", also ushered out the airpost spe
cial stamps. 

As a topical subject, Labrador has beck
oned to many historical investigators, yet 
stoically has withheld age-old secrets. This 
is odd, yet true. 

5th CANADA OHMS CATALOG 

with complete write-up, additions and pric·e 
changes .... ..... ........ ... ..... $3.00 
ALSO OFFERED: 2nd printing OHMS Album 
65 pages, 8 !1.! x 11, for any 3-ring binder, making 
for OHMS Guide, as weU as for mounting $5.00 
TO NEW COLLECTORS of the OHMS I offer 
a copy of 4th Edition Catalog for 25 cents post
age with approval selection. 

OHMS Specialist 21 Years 

ROY WRIGLEY 
2288 Bellene An. West Vucou.er, B.C. 

BNAPEX '74 

SEPTEMBER 11th-15th, 197 4 

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 

!!very BNAPEX convention is a wonderful affair as any member who has attended will attest. 
We expect that BNAPEX '74 will not be any less a success. In addition to all the good fellow
ship experienced at our conventions, Williamsburg will offer the opportunity to see restored 

colonial America exactly as it was in the 18th century. If you haven't been there, don't miss 
this ehance to be there. You'll be glad you didl 

Usually reservation forms are included with the May issue of the magazine for that year of the 

~onvention . However, the Williamsburg lodge eannot confirm any costs until May 19741 Under
standable. So, we cannot provide the rates at this time but we sure would like to have some 
advance reservations to ease our concern. So - if you plan to attend, please send a reservation 

with dates of arrival, etc., to me and I'll hold them until they can be turned over to the lodge 
and then give them priority in the order of receipt. Beat the rush!ll 

Who is me? Jack Levine, 2121-G North Hills Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27609 
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BOOKS FROM BNAPS 
Send tOe in coin for full list of books available 

CANADA VARIETIES OF THE 
QUEEN ELIZABETH ERA 

by Kenneth W. Pugh 
Part 1 - Basic Types 
Part 2 - Major Varieties 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF BRITISH 
EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS 
Volume V- British America 
Library edition . 

Deluxe edition .. .. .... .. .. .. .. 

CANADIAN STAMP VARIETIES, 1973 
by Hans Reiche 

BNA FAKES AND FORGERIES 
A SNAPS handbook by 
E. A. Smythies, FCPS .. ...... .... . 

CANADA POST OFFICES 1755-1895 

$ 2.25 
$ 3.50 

$40.00 
$50.00 

$ 3.50 

$ 4.00 

by Frank W. Campbell, FRPSC ... ... $15.00 

A POSTAGE STAMP HISTORY 
OF CANADA (1972) 

by Victor P. Seary .. . . .. .. $ 6.95 

THE CANADIAN MAP STAMP OF 1898 
by F. Tomlinson (1972 reprint) .. .. .... $ 2.00 

CANADIAN STAMPS WITH PERFORATED 
INITIALS (3rd edirion) (SNAPS) 
with 1973 Supplement 

A SNAPS handbook 

ESSAYS AND PROOFS OF B.N.A. 
by the Essay Proof Society 

THE flnEEN CENT OF 1861 
by L. Gerald Firth 

$ 1.75 

$18.00 

1974 CANADA SPECIALIZED 
POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE 

98 pages, fully Illustrated . .... .... .. .. $ 1.50 

NEWFOUNDLAND SPECIALIZED: 
THE TRAIL OF THE CARIBOU 

A SNAPS handbook 
by Daniel Meyerson, FCPS 
56 pp., hard cover .... . $ 5.00 

1973 CANADA PRECANCEL CATALOGUE 
(9th edirion) 
(Noble). Edited by H. Walburn .... .. .. .. $ 2.25 

CANADIAN PRECANCEL ALBUM PAGES 
Ill., punched for 3-ring binder .. .. .. $ 7.00 

THE CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVE$ 
Of CANADA 

by David Gronbeck-Jones .. ... ... .. .. ... $ 2.50 

FIRST DECIMAL ISSUE OF CANADA 
1859-1868, by G. Whitworth, FCPS $ 6.00 

1967-1973 CANADA 
Centennial Definitives Issue's .Reference 
Manual, by Jacques J. Laroche .. .... $ 4.95 

CANADIAN FANCY CANCELLATIONS 
OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

by K. M. Day and E. A. Smythies 
Second Edition (1973) $ 5.00 

Including catalogue and prices realized CANADA'S POSTAGE STAMPS 
for the Firth Sale of Large Queens .. $18.00 by Douglas and Mary Patrick ... ... $10.00 

SLOGAN POSTAL CANCELS 
OF CANADA CANADIAN POSTAL GUIDE: 1863 (Reprint) 

by David H. Proulx .. ... .. .. . .. .. .. $ 4.00 Compiled by John Dewe .. .... .. .... ..... $ 1.50 

BNAP~ BOOK DEPARTMENT 
D. M. VERITY 

BOX 849 • 
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B.N.A. COVERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections gladly sent SNAPS members 

on approval 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 

SNAPS Established 1893 ASDA 

45 BROMFIELD STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 

Phone 617-426-2712 

BNAPEX 174: WILLIAMSBURG1 VIRGINIA 

SEPTEMBER 11 TO 15 

BNA WANT LISTS WILL BRING RESULTS 

Postage, Officia ls, Revenues, Plate Blocks, etc. 

L. B. D A V E N P 0 R T 
7 JACKES AVENUE, APARTMENT 308 TORONTO 7, ONTARIO, CANADA 

AVAILABLE NOWI 

THE NEW LOOK . .. 1974 LYMAN CATALOGUE 
FEATURING: 

1) A NEW RECORD 5,210 PRICE INCREASES (AND SOME REDUCTIONS TOOl) 
2) AFTER 21 YEARS OF LEnERPRESS PRINTING WE SWITCH TO OFFSET. 

ct 

3) A NEW QUALITY LOOK YOU EXPECT FROM NORTH AMERICA'S FAVOURITE B.N.A. 
PUBLICATION. 

4) NEW PAGES OF INFORMATION FOR B.N.A. COLLECTORS. 

PRICE ONLY $$1.25 EACH. FIRST CLASS MAIL $1.50 EACH 
Sold Coast to Coast in Canada. Available from your dealer or from us. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN (CANADA) COMPANY 
BOX 23-BN, STATION 'D', TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA M6P 3J5 
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AN INVITATION 
TO MEMBERS OF 

T H E BRITISH 

PHILATELI C SOCIETY 

NORTH AMERICA 

• 
If you are not already a 
member of The Royal Philate
lic Society of Canada and 
would be interested in join
ing the " Royal," plea se write 
to The Secretary, The Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada, 
Box 3144, Station "C", Ot
tawa, Canada, for member
ship application forms or in-
formation. 

• 
Members receive T he Cana
dian Philatelist, published b i
monthly, and are entitled to 
use the sales circuit. 

ADMISSION FEE • $1.00 

ANNUAL DUES - $6.00 

"GROW WITH THE ROYAL" 
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WELLS, FARGO continued 

Another short-lived express company was 
Gerow & Johnson's British Columbia Ex
press which obtained a contract in 1870 
when Dietz & Nelson and Barnard disagreed 
on the terms of the mail contract. They 
operated to interior points until 1872 when 
Barnard again took over. 

The first Colonial postage stamps arrived 
in Victoria from London in March 1860, 
the value being 2Y2d. this being the equiva
lent of the five cents rate. Only a very few 
of these stamps were used on Vancouver 
Island, and the old system of band-stamping 
Wells Fargo covers continued until late in 
I 865. Most of the 2Y2d stamps were used 
on the mainland, more or less in the manner 
of locals. They were used on letters between 
the two colonies, and also to prepay the fee 
charged by the post office on outgoing mail, 
but they had no franking power in the out
side world, so that it was still necessary to 
keep a stock of U.S. adhesives for the latter 
purpose. On occasions when the colonial 
post office ran out of U.S. stamps, cash had 
to accompany the letters to San Francisco, 
and the American stamps would be added 
there. 

WELL, MY STOCKS ON A FEW 
VALUES OF THE NUMERAL 

CANCELS OF THE LARGE QUEE!NS 
HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT 

DEPLETED, BUT STILL I CONTINUE 
TO TURN UP MORE I 

In addition, recent finds include a 6c l .Q. 
with a Montreal 21 pre-cancel forerunner 
cancel, some nice Newfoundland imprint 
blocks, and many many more items of 
interest, bath from the BNA area, and the 
entire British Commonwealth. Feel free to 
let me know of your wants. You'll be 
pleasantly surprised with the results. 
Of course, I am always in the market to 
purchase better material also. 

PETER SINGER 
P.O. Box 6256 

Va ncouver B, B .. C., Canatla 

Membe r ASDA, PTS 



BIZARRE COUNTRIES 

A national of Persia or Ethiopia wou ld certainly not feel 
highly complimented if he heard his country referred to in this 
manner. 

The fact that certain exotic countries have this philatelic 
reputation provides opportunities for the venturesome. 

For it is a fact that since the beginning of philately, com
petently formed collections of ANY country sell very nicely, 
so that the collector does not need to fear that he is making a 
"permanent investment". In addition, he will have the enjoy
ment of making new discoveries in little-known fields, and the 
possibility of acquiring material without the intense competition 
that marks the most popular collecting areas. 

I will be glad to give advice to collectors wishing to branch 
out with a new country. Factors to be considered in such a 
decision ore: 

1. literature available. 

2. Availability of material, especially if one desires 
to build up a championship collection. 

3. Cost. 

4. Expertization problems for rarer items. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
P.O. Box 438 - Irvington-on-Hudson 

NEW YORK 10533 



J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 

AUCTIONS 

FEBRUARY 20-21 

MAY 1-2 

JUNE 25-26 

Outstanding estate and other properties of Canada 

including Revenues and Officia ls, Newfoundland 

and Provinces, British Commonwealth, U.S.A. and 

Foreign have been scheduled for the above dates. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY 

Subscription to Catalog,ues and Prices Realized 

for all 197 4 Sales - $5 

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 
SUITE 27 OFFICE MEZZANINE KING EDWARD HOTEl 

37 KING ST. EAST TORONTO, CANADA MSC 1E9 

Cables: Sistamp, Toronto · Phone 416-364-6003 


